Opening-closing prayers  8.8.26 12:45 pm-1:30 pm jwa
[bookmark: _Hlk236061444]Men’s Sabbath Service Prayer Workshop. Welcome to our workshop on opening and closing prayers. Thank you for your attendance. Opening prayer by Dr. Phil. You can use this handout for questions and comments. Please raise your hand for better facilitation. Thanks. 
Introduction: Opening, closing prayers are important to God and His assembly, who gather to worship and learn from Him. The following fundamentals help O/C prayers.  
a. What is prayer? Prayer is asking (a.s.k.:, Matt. 7:7).

b. Why pray at church services? Same at home?

c. What are the purposes of O/C prayers? Should we edit or add to the messages? Why or why not?

d. Is humility important in our prayers? Why?

e. Nervous about being nervous? That’s good.

f. What should Opening Prayers include? Praise, thanksgiving, safety (Psa. 91:1-3), and inspiration for speakers and hearers (Rom. 10:17). More?

g. What should Closing Prayers include? Thank God for safe meeting and messages. Help us apply message points, a safe return home, guide our week. More?

h. “I” or “we” in O/C prayers? Which and why? 

i. Why must the congregation say Amen? 

j. Church policy, coat & tie. 1 Pet. 2:17Honor the King?

k. Length of O/C prayer? 1 minute? 90 sec. retention.

l. Walk to lectern: dignity. Adjust mike, if needed. 

Conclusion: Always end your prayer in Jesus Christ’s name (Jn.15:16). And follow these guidelines for more effective O/C prayers. Thanks very much.  Jerold Aust
