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Does God Exist?  
 
 



Modern Western Paradigm 

Atheists: 
• Embrace Scientific 

Methods 
• Rational 
• Open-Minded 
• Educated 
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Theists: 
• Reject Scientific 

Methods 
• Irrational 
• Close-Minded 
• Un-educated 



4 

Antony Flew 

• Professor of English Philosophy at 
Oxford 
 

• Prominent atheist who wrote that 
one must accept atheism until 
empirical evidence of God surfaces 
 

• One of the signatories of the 
Humanist Manifesto III 
 

• At the age of 81 concluded there 
had to be an intelligent designer of 
the universe 



“Life from non-
life…a highly 
improbable 

event” 
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The God Delusion, 
page 135 
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“There’s a one in billions 
chance we’re in base reality.” 

Interview at 
Coding 
Conference 
June 2016 



“…our odds of living in a 
simulation are around 

50/50.” 
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Are We Living in a Computer 
Simulation? 
Scientific American, April 7, 2016 

Neil deGrasse Tyson 
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“A long line of thinkers from the 
beginnings of Western thought down to 
the present day – Aristotelians, Neo-
Platonists, Thomists and Scholastics, 
early modern rationalists and 
philosophers of some other schools too,  

Dr. Edward Feser – Five 
Proofs of the Existence of 
God 
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…whether pagans, Jews, Christians, 
Muslims or philosophical theists – have 
affirmed that God’s existence can be 
rationally demonstrated by purely 
philosophical arguments. 
 
Dr. Edward Feser in Five Proofs of the 
Existence of God, page 15 



Paul on Mars 
Hill 

Acts 17:16-21 
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From: Bible is True Blog Post 

“Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ”  
I Corinthians 11:1 



Aristotelian Proof: 
“the unmoved mover” 

Hebrews 11:3 
• Change occurs: 

– Qualitative – Coffee cools down in a cup 
– Quantitative – a puddle increases in size 
– Location – a leaf falls from a tree 
– Substantial – a living thing dies 

• Change is the actualization of potential 
• No potential can be actualized without 

something that can actualize itself 
– Five Proofs of the Existence of God, page 17 
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John Wayne 

• “There must be some higher 
power, or how does all this stuff 
work?” 
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Thomas Aquinas 
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Thomas Aquinas, Italian 
Dominican friar 1225-1274 

Summa Theologica - Proof from Motion 
 
Whatever is in motion now was at rest until moved 
by something else, and that by something else, 
and so on. But if there were an infinite series of 
movers, all waiting to be moved by something 
else, then actual motion could never have got 
started, and there would be no motion now  



Argument from consciousness  
Ecclesiastes 3:11 

• “You cannot describe conscious states using 
the language of physical science.” (continued 
next page) 
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J.P. Moreland - Distinguished 
Professor of Philosophy at Talbot 
School of Theology at Biola 
University in La Mirada, California 
 

Interview with Robert Lawrence Kuhn on the 
program Closer to Truth  

https://www.google.com/search?q=Robert+Lawrence+Kuhn&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAOPgE-LUz9U3SCrINcpQAjNNc6uy87TUM8qt9JPzc3JSk0sy8_P0S8riC4ry04sSc4utCopSi1PzSlJTFJIqAYOUE-NBAAAA&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwiplNHsi77ZAhVQwmMKHdZKC00QmxMI2AEoATAZ


Argument from consciousness  
Ecclesiastes 3:11 

• If you start the universe with a big bang and all you 
have is matter  

• and the history of the universe is a history of the 
laws of chemistry and physics taking chunks of 
matter and rearranging them into increasing larger 
and more complicated chunks of matter according to 
physical chemical law, you are not going to get 
consciousness squirting into existence because you 
can get something from nothing.  
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Argument from consciousness 

• If you start with matter without mind, you will 
get more complicated chunks of matter, but 
you won’t get mind coming into existence. 

• So you have to start the universe with mind 
with consciousness being fundamental.  

• That doesn’t get you to God yet, because 
there are two world views,  
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Argument from consciousness 
• “Panpsychism”, a fundamental feature of 

matter is that it is conscious which is not a 
scientific view of matter  

• or there is a conscious being. A conscious 
being is a better explanation.  

• You never find a case of consciousness 
without it belonging to a subject. If the 
universe begins with conscious therefore that 
consciousness must belong to a subject. 
Conscious states are “ownered”. 
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Argument from 
Creation 

Psalm 19:1-6  

• March 2018, National Geographic article “One 
Strange Rock” outlines 13 things that make life 
on Earth possible  
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“13 things that make life on 
Earth possible”  

 1. Our planet recycles life-friendly carbon over time 
2. We have an ozone layer to block harmful rays 
3. We have a big moon to stabilize our axial wobble 
4. Earth’s varied surfaces support many life-forms 
5. Our magnetic field deflects solar tempests 
6. We’re at just the right distance from our sun 
7. We’re situated safely away from gas giants 
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8. The sun is a stable long-lasting star 
9. We have the right stuff to host a dynamic 

core 
10.We have giant planets that protect us from 

afar 
11.Our sun offers protection from galactic debris 
12.Our galactic path steers us clear of hazards 
13.Our location is far from stellar crowds  
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“13 things that make life on 
Earth possible”  

 



Does God Exist? 

We have looked at three arguments 
• The unmoved, mover or first motion proof 
• An argument from consciousness 
• An argument from creation 
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So where does this lead? 



Enrico Fermi 
Italian-American 
physicist and the 
creator of the world's 
first nuclear reactor, the 
Chicago Pile-1. He has 
been called the 
"architect of the 
nuclear age" and the 
"architect of the atomic 
bomb". 
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• There are billions of stars in the galaxy similar to 
the Sun, and many of these stars are billions of years 
older than the Solar system. 
 

• With high probability, some of these stars have Earth-
like planets, and if the Earth is typical, some may have 
developed intelligent life. 
 

• Some of these civilizations may have 
developed interstellar travel, a step the Earth is 
investigating now. 

The Fermi Paradox 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Galaxy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sun
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solar_system
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Human_intelligence
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civilization
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Interstellar_travel


The Fermi Paradox 
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• Even at the slow pace of currently envisioned 
interstellar travel, the Milky Way galaxy could 
be completely traversed in a few million years. 
 

• According to this line of reasoning, the Earth 
should have already been visited by 
extraterrestrial aliens  
 

• So, “where are they?” 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Milky_Way


Where does this 
lead? 
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• Yes, God Exists.  
 

• And, so the next 
question is, “is He 
knowable and does He 
have a plan for you? 
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• God, for whom and through whom everything 
was made, chose to bring many children into 
glory. And it was only right that he should 
make Jesus, through his suffering, a perfect 
leader, fit to bring them into their salvation. 
– NLT  Hebrews 2:10 

Access to the Tree 
of Life 



Happy Sabbath 

27 


	Sabbath Services�Pleasanton, California �
	Does God Exist? ��
	Modern Western Paradigm
	Antony Flew
	“Life from non-life…a highly improbable event”
	Slide Number 6
	“…our odds of living in a simulation are around 50/50.”
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Paul on Mars Hill�Acts 17:16-21
	Aristotelian Proof:�“the unmoved mover”�Hebrews 11:3
	John Wayne
	Thomas Aquinas
	Argument from consciousness �Ecclesiastes 3:11
	Argument from consciousness �Ecclesiastes 3:11
	Argument from consciousness
	Argument from consciousness
	Argument from Creation�Psalm 19:1-6 
	“13 things that make life on Earth possible” �
	“13 things that make life on Earth possible” �
	Does God Exist?
	Enrico Fermi
	Slide Number 23
	The Fermi Paradox
	Where does this lead?
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27

