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April 20, 2018 

 

We have a combined teen study for both the Nashville and Murfreesboro teens tomorrow night at the Horvath’s house.  
Afterwards there with be a special escape room game.  Don’t forget the young adults’ study next Saturday night.  If you 
are planning to attend please contact Mitch and Dana Moss. 
 
Thanks to everyone who made the fund raiser for Camp NaCoMe so successful last Saturday night.   

Life Lessons:  Four Warnings about Stubbornness 

by Gary Petty  

There is an old legend that has been retold in many ways about a battleship sailing in heavy fog.  The captain was 
concerned because they had lost contact with the other ships in the fleet and he feared a collision.      
 

A lookout reported a light in the distance and the captain sent a message for the 
other ship to change course.  He is shocked when he received a message back for 
their ship to change course.   
 
The captain was infuriated and fired back a message that read, “I am a captain.  
Change your course.”  They immediately received a reply, “I am a midshipman.  
Change your course.”  
 
The captain decided that the threat of force was the only action left to him.  He 

had the signal man send, “I am a battleship.  Change your course.”  What came back was, “I am a lighthouse.”   
 
The ability to stand up for what is right is an admirable character trait.  It takes faith and courage to do what is right in 
the face of opposition or persecution.  This is good.     
 
It is important to know the difference between standing your ground for what is right and selfish stubbornness.  
Sometimes we can be so stubbornly set on a course that we ignore the signs that we are headed for a shipwreck.   
 
Points to build on  
 
1.  Just because something seems right to us doesn’t make it right to God.    
 
Proverbs 14:12:  “There is a way that seems right to man, But its end is the way of death.”   
 
This is a hard lesson for those who think “let my conscience be my guide.”  What we think and feel must come into 
compliance with God’s instructions or we can believe we are being courageous when we are just being stubborn.    
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2.  A person who reveres God is quick to seek God’s guidance and respond in humble obedience.  When we “harden our 
hearts” in stubbornness we will face calamity.     
 
Proverbs 28:14:  “Happy is the man who is always reverent, But he who hardens his heart will fall into calamity.”   
 
3.  A stubborn person holds his own opinion in such high regard that he won’t listen to even the wisest advice.        
 
Proverbs 29:1:  “He who is often rebuked, and hardens his neck, Will suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy.”   
 
4.  Stubbornness is the result of pride and arrogance.     
 
Proverbs 8:13:  “The fear of the LORD is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the evil way and the perverse mouth I hate 
(God talking).”   
 
Application 
 
When Israel’s King Saul rejected God’s guidance the prophet Samuel was sent with a message to the king.  He told Saul, 
“For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.” 
 
It takes courage and strength of character to stand your ground when it is the right thing to do.  But when we stubbornly 
resist what is right because we hold our own opinion in high esteem we have made ourselves a god.  We become 
idolaters.   
 
The next time you find yourself sure of your position and angrily headed towards confrontation take a step back and 
compare your ideas with the Bible.  You may find that you are about to run your ship aground.    
 

 

Feast Announcements for Sabbath April 21 
  
Housing reservations begin tomorrow, April 22, at 8 a.m. in the time zone of the Feast site you are attending. 
  
Lake George 
  
For those attending Lake George, one phone number has been updated and two more properties have been added. 
They can be found online at feast.ucg.org at the Lake George page. If you are registered for Lake George, you should 
have received an e-mail with this information. 
  
Registration 
  
Registration for the Feast of Tabernacles remains open for the summer; however if you know for sure where you will 
attend, please register soon. For those needing help with registration, your festival advisor will assist you on the 
Sabbaths of April 21 & 28. 

 
Branson Feast Housing Reservation Correction 

 
There is a correction to the phone number published in the Festival Planning Brochure for reservations at the Thousand 
Hills Resort in Branson. The Branson feast website has been updated with the correct phone information. The valid 
numbers are 877-262-0430, 855-353-0886 or 417-336-5873. 

 

 

http://www.feast.ucg.org/
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Ambassador Bible College Accepting Applications 
 
Now is the best time to apply to attend Ambassador Bible College as part of next year's class! We traditionally do not set 
a cut-off date for applying unless the class grows larger than can be managed. However, there are advantages to 
applying now, rather than in the summer. One of the biggest is that area members who rent housing to students usually 
do so on a first come, first served basis. 
 
While ABC may not be for everybody, we hope that all teens and young adults (as well as some older adults) will 
seriously consider making ABC a part of their education. A variety of instructors lead students through a thorough study 
of the entire Bible, with an emphasis on helping students not only understand what it teaches, but learn to explain it to 
others. 
 
Information about the program is available at abc.ucg.org, and we encourage anyone who has questions or would like to 
talk about ABC to e-mail frank_dunkle@ucg.org or call Frank Dunkle at (513) 576-9794. 
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Personal From the President... 
 
Dear fellow servants of God, 
 
The death of a child is one of the most painful experiences for a family to endure. The pain stabs friends and 
community as well. We all hurt as our faith is challenged and even temporarily paralyzed as we sort through the 
tragedy of a loved one who is now gone from this life. 
 
Today, we all as family and friends of various fellowships came together for the memorial of two-year-old Chloe 
Aschenbrenner of the Cincinnati, Ohio, area. At the home office we all work closely daily with her grandparents, 
Gerald and Connie Seelig, whom we love dearly. 
 
It is hard to know what to say when an untimely death occurs. The Apostle Paul did, however, offer these words 
about this uncomfortable subject to the fledgling church in Thessalonica: "But I do not want you to be ignorant, 
brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope" (1 
Thessalonians 4:13). 
 
Paul acknowledged sorrow and grief. But we are not to sorrow like those who have no hope--those who do not 
have a relationship with our Lifegiver God. He went on to speak about the resurrection of the dead. 
 
Our bedrock faith is defined by our daily prayer of "Thy Kingdom Come." This frames our existence on this earth 
and life to come. This is our hope. 
 
At this time of coming together for the family, we will remember Chloe. We are with the family in spirit. We 
grieve. But we also have hope in the teaching of the glorious Kingdom that gives life and we hold on tight to our 
relationship with our Father and His Son, Jesus Christ. 
 
We do need to pray for one another and hope that God will use us in His way to offer love and support to those 

http://abc.ucg.org/
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who suffer in their time of need. 
 
In our prayers, let us pray for God's grace and His comfort upon the many in our midst who are dealing with the 
impact of unexpected trials. There are other families who have children with serious health trials. Some of the 
names are Olivia Greider, Samara Brock, Faith Hoselton. Let us remember these, and the many others who need 
our prayers and support. We "have the same care for one another... if one member suffers, all the members 
suffer with it" (1 Corinthians 1:25-26). 
 
Pray for God's grace, comfort and healing. "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those 
who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God" (2 Corinthians 1:3-4). 
 
Paul wrote these encouraging words of faith to help us understand the purpose of our trials. "For I consider that 
the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. 
For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God. For the creation 
was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; because the creation itself 
also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God. For we 
know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now. Not only that, but we also 
who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the 
adoption, the redemption of our body. For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for 
why does one still hope for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with 
perseverance" (Romans 8:18-25). 
 
We are firstfruits to God and to the Lamb. Those who endure to the end will have been tested and tried. God 
promises to make us sons in His image and co-heirs with Christ in eternity. It is the awesome mind-bending 
reality promised to us. 
 
Let us take heart and courage from these words and let us remember each other in prayer. 
 
In Christ's service, 

 

Victor Kubik 

From Ministerial and Member Services... 
 

Death of Warren Larson 
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We are saddened to inform you of the death of a loving pastor, Warren Larson, who served the congregation in Sedro-
Woolley, Washington. He died from heart complications last Saturday morning. 
 
Warren was a loving husband to his wife, Hazel, who served at his right hand. He was a loving son to his mother, who 
survives him, and father to their three children. Warren was a friendly businessman and was pastor of the Sedro-
Woolley, Washington, congregation for the past three years. He was loved by all and will be greatly missed. 
 
All are invited to join the Larson family, the Sedro-Woolley congregation and friends for a memorial service at 11 a.m. on 
Sunday, April 22, at the Masonic Lodge, 106 Warner St., Sedro-Woolley, WA 98284. A reception with finger-foods will 
follow. 
 
Cards of condolence may be sent to Hazel Larson and Family, 8105 181st Place NW, Stanwood, WA 98292. 

 
 

Report from France and French-speaking Africa 
 
After observing the Sabbath on March 17 and preaching in our congregation in Bordeaux, France, I flew to Abidjan, Cote 
d'Ivoire, where I helped our regional pastor based in Cameroon, Moïse Mabout, kick off our annual West African youth 
camp. We had 22 campers in attendance. 
 

 

Cote d'Ivoire Youth Camp - March 21, 2018 
 
During this trip, we also began construction to enlarge and add plumbing and electricity to our church building in La Mé 
(about one hour north of Abidjan). 
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Church Hall in La Mé, Cote d'Ivoire - repairs in progress 
 
Also during this trip, we visited our congregation near Man, Cote d'Ivoire, which is 550 kilometers north of Abidjan. We 
have a basic mud-brick church hall in Blolé where our 20-person congregation meets. We have a deacon, Mamadou 
Tokpa, who oversees the congregation. His home and the church building are the most beautifully-maintained structures 
in the mostly Muslim village. I conducted a Bible study, and we walked through the village meeting friends and 
neighbors and visited the main farming areas where our members work. 
 

 

Blolé, Cote d'Ivoire, brethren in front of entrance gate to church.  
 
We returned to Abidjan, where I preached on the Sabbath of March 24 and spent time with the campers and then 
caught the overnight flight back to Paris that evening. I went on to Bordeaux early Sunday morning where I joined my 
wife, Maryse, who had arrived from the U.S. a few days earlier. 
 
For the Passover, Night to Be Much Observed, and the First Day of Unleavened Bread, we rented a five-bedroom house 
outside of Bordeaux and French brethren drove in from around the country to spend the days together. We had 19 
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people for Passover. It was a very special weekend celebrating God's Holy Days together. We also took advantage of the 
Sunday after the First Day of Unleavened Bread for interactive discussions of core Biblical prophetic teachings where I 
presented three two-hour interactive seminars. 
 

 

Night to Be Much Observed 2018 - Sainte Hélène, France 
 
After returning to Bordeaux, Maryse, Jessica Hendrickson and I left for Cotonou, Benin, where we visited our 
congregation and where I preached on the Last Day of Unleavened Bread and the Sabbath. Our Lomé, Togo, pastor, 
Kossi Fiaboé, made the 100-mile journey to Cotonou and Moïse Mabout and his wife, Berthe, joined us. Because we are 
not able to have an ordained elder present for the Feast of Tabernacles, we took this opportunity to conduct a special 
blessing of little children ceremony and we enjoyed fellowship together at our rented open-air room and visited at the 
home of a deacon who suffered a stroke last year and is unable to attend services. Maryse and I also held meetings with 
Mr. Fiaboé and Mr. Mabout on pastoral matters and feast and youth camp planning. 
 
On Sunday evening, April 9, we took a return overnight flight to Paris and Bordeaux and left the following Tuesday 
morning for Evian-les-Bains, the location of our Feast site for 2018. This year's feast in France will be the largest in 
United's history and we held meetings with the site director and staff to work through details of planned events. We 
observed the Sabbath with a Sabbath-keeping group in Lyon led by Jéremy and Elodie Féro who have observed the Feast 
with us for the past couple of years. They hosted us in their home, which provided a nice chance for fellowship. 
 
Maryse and I wrapped up our trip with a visit to the German office in Bonn where we met with Jesmina Allaoua and Paul 
Kieffer. We appreciated learning from Mr. Kieffer's many years of experience and information sharing will be very 
important as we work to establish a French office. 
 
Overall, we are grateful for God's protection over a very productive trip and for being able to support our French-
speaking brethren in France and West Africa during these Spring Holy Days. 
 
-- Tim Pebworth, Senior Pastor for France and French-speaking Africa 
 


