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July 6, 2018 
 
Many of you know Bill Cowan, a long time elder who lives in Chattanooga.  He has been suffering from serious health 
problems for some time.  A couple of weeks ago the doctors didn’t think he was going to make it.  Last Sabbath Kim and 
I traveled to Chattanooga to baptize Alexia Rickard, Mr. Cowan’s granddaughter who lives in Texas.  She wanted her 
grandfather to do the baptism but he couldn’t wade into the lake.  After I baptized her, we walked to the shore where 
Mr. Cowan was sitting in a car.  He was able to get out and say the prayer as we laid hands on Alexia for the baptism of 
the Holy Spirit.  It was a very special moment for all who were present. 
 
I also gave the sermon in Chattanooga.  Even though we’ve lived here for three years, and have many family members in 
the Chattanooga congregation, this is the first time I’ve given a sermon to that congregation since we moved to 
Tennessee. 
 
Please keep Atha Ellithorpe in your prayers.  Here is an update from her daughter Kim:  Mom is scheduled for surgery to 
remove the left side of her bottom jaw bone and teeth on Monday, July 9 at Vanderbilt hospital. As you know this is a 
delicate surgery and she will need a tracheotomy.  We are asking for fervent prayers that God will guide the hands of the 
surgeons and she will not be in pain. Also, that this will eliminate the pain that her jaw is causing and the excess 
drainage that she deals with daily. 
 
As always, we pray that God's will be done,  
The Ellithorpe family  
 
Don’t forget the Nashville Summer Lunch Potluck nest week.  We will also have a shorter service in Nashville next 
Sabbath followed by a Bible study given by Mr. Kellers. 
           

Nashville Early Bird Special- Summer Lunch Potluck 

Our next potluck and fellowship opportunity will be a lunch potluck before services 
on Saturday July 14th @ 11:30 a.m.  We suggest lite summer foods, such as 
sandwiches, salads, pasta salad, fruits, desserts, etc.  We will have water, lemonade, 
tea, and coffee.  We need volunteers to bring tea, and bags of ice.  Feel free to 
email or call Sherie Spalding and Tina Cason with any questions. 

The “picnic” will be downstairs in the Brentwood hall.   

 
Since there are no Public Appearance Campaigns, Beyond Today recordings or ABC classes this summer my schedule 
isn’t as hectic as usual.  Kim and I would like to visit with some of you just to get to know you better.  Let me know if you 
would like us to come see you just to talk (and maybe have some tea or coffee).  With a little bit of a summer break, we 
will be taking some vacation time.  We will be taking a week vacation starting this coming Thursday, July 12, to attend a 
family wedding in Pennsylvania and another week in August to see family in Wisconsin.  
 

UNITED CHURCH OF GOD 

 Jackson, Murfreesboro and Nashville 

From the desk of Gary Petty 
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Be sure and read the announcement about this week’s Inside United Podcast.  It features Nashville’s own Andrew 
Bergman who just graduated from Ambassador Bible College.  Also search the pictures from Camp Pinecrest and you will 
see some Nashville teens.   
 

Nashville/Murfreesboro Teen Bible Study and Activity 
 
There is a combined Nashville/Murfreesboro teen study and activity planned for July 28 in Murfreesboro.  We will have 
more details next week.   

 
There are over 100 photos of the Nashville/Murfreesboro Picnic on the UCG Nashville Facebook page.   
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Regional Leadership Workshop - South Central - Aug. 5 
 

We will hold our next regional Leadership Workshop in Big Sandy, Texas, on Sunday, August 5, 2018, for 

church members in the South Central region. Join us for presentations and open discussion with Darris 

McNeely, Steve Myers and Victor Kubik about how we can all serve in the Church. All members with a spirit 

of serviceare invited. This can include serious-minded older teens, young adults, adults and seniors of either 

gender. 
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There is no charge to attend the conference, which will include a lunch for all attendees. The last day to register 

is Friday, July 27. Those who would like to attend should sign up at the following event page, which contains 

all of the pertinent details: 

https://www.ucg.org/members/regional-leadership-workshop-big-sandy-tx 

 

-- Chris Rowland 

 

Inside United Podcast 
 

 

 

Andrew Bergmann, a graduate of the 2018 ABC class, sits down with Victor Kubik and discusses his ABC 

experience from his decision to enroll to his graduation and plans moving forward. 

https://www.ucg.org/members/united-news/inside-united/inside-united-podcast-episode-088-andrew-bergmann 

 

Update from Camp Pinecrest 
 

Pinecrest Camp launched its 23rd session at noon on Sunday, July 1, 2018. 

 

 

 

Camp began with 124 campers and 67 staff members. Campers came from 27 states and the staff from 21. 

Pinecrest is enjoying its largest attendance in many years. 

 

https://www.ucg.org/members/regional-leadership-workshop-big-sandy-tx
https://www.ucg.org/members/united-news/inside-united/inside-united-podcast-episode-088-andrew-bergmann
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It is Wednesday as I write this, and the weather has been hot and humid, but everyone is enjoying the activities, 

the fellowship and good food. 

 

 

 

Ahead of us, we have two activity days and a Sabbath rest. The final event of the week will be the Saturday 

night dance. 

 

Sunday morning and the end of camp will come all too soon. 

 

-- Gary Smith, camp director 

  

Update from Camp Hye Sierra 
 

Camp Hye Sierra is a privately-owned facility built by Bob Mathias, two-time Olympic gold medalist. The 

camp offers a fantastic location perched high in the Sierra Mountains with towering trees. The campers can get 

away from the world and come together as a family of like minds and values to have fun, be challenged, try new 

things, and grow in understanding of God and His way in the "zone." 
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The camp has made improvements with a nicer paved road leading into the camp making a smooth trip from the 

main highway. The weather has been nearly perfect with temperatures in the moderate range during the day and 

crisp temperatures in the high 50s in the night making a warm blanket necessary for comfort. 

 

On Sunday, all the campers arrived to our welcoming staff. After getting settled into their dorms, all gathered at 

the dining hall to have a nourishing dinner prepared by our volunteer kitchen staff. This year Tina Slocum is the 

lead in the kitchen and her team has enthusiastically served to provide delicious meals for the campers and staff 

members. Our kitchen staff has one of the most difficult jobs because they begin working on meals early and 

get off late. 

 

On Sunday evening, we had a rousing Novelty Olympics activity coordinated by Assistant Camp Director, Ben 

Light. There was so much excitement and a whole lot of fun as we got to know one another better. 

 

The theme of "God's Vision for You" has inspired us to push forward to the Kingdom of God with more 

dedication. Each day has encouraged campers to begin their story of obedience and submission to our Father in 

heaven and develop a close personal relationship with God. Each Christian Living class builds on that overall 

theme. 

 

 

 

A dance took place by the camp lake in our main pavilion. It was a smashing success with a lot of fun! Also, by 

the lake Camp Hye Sierra has a big 4th of July picnic with the traditional grilled hamburgers and hot dogs and 

all the trimmings. 

 

It is not uncommon at Hye Sierra to see the Sierra mountain wildlife. During one of the staff meetings for our 
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counselors a doe could be seen grazing nearby. One of our Australian staff members had never seen a deer, and 

his attention was naturally drawn to the special treat of nature. On Tuesday morning my wife and I saw a young 

doe eating right outside our cabin, and on one occasion we saw a deer grazing in the archery area. Of course, 

during archery class when the arrows were flying the deer was nowhere to be found. 

 

 

 

One of the most unique activities at Hye Sierra is the opportunity to see the giant sequoias at the Sequoia 

National Forest in the beautiful Kings Canyon area. Those staff and campers who had not seen these giant 

miracles of nature were afforded the opportunity to see them. Our Ambassador Bible College coordinator, Dr. 

Frank Dunkle and his wife, Sue, who serve on the staff, and their son were awed to view these gargantuan trees. 

 

All activities at the camp, such as speedaway, kickball, archery, basketball, capture the flag, bubble balls, 

volleyball, kayak water polo, the challenge course, and fishing have gone well. 

 

Many come back to Camp Hye Sierra each year to enjoy this special place in nature far from the stresses of city 

life. Please make your plans to join us next year! -- Jim Tuck, camp director 

 

 

  

 


