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July 27, 2018 
 
The August calendar is attached.  A couple of events to keep in mind.  There is a Dickson Bible study scheduled for 
Wednesday, August 1.   The Proverbs 31 Women’s Study is on August 13 at 10:00 am at Mr. Kellers’ house.  We have a 
combined teen study and activity on August 18 (see announcement below) and there is a Young Adults Study scheduled 
for August 25 (details will be announced soon).  The Deuteronomy 6 graduation in Nashville is today after services.    

Keep Mary White and Elaine Branch in your prayers.  The death of Mary’s husband, Neal White, was sudden and 
unexpected.  We has asked for prayers for Mrs. Mary Quinton, wife of Johnny Quinton from the Jackson congregation.  
She is doing much better and is even able to drive.  Mr. Quinton thanks everyone in Jackson and Nashville for the cards.  

Combined Murfreesboro/Nashville Teen Bible Study and Activity 
A combined teen bible study will be August 18th in Murfreesboro at our church building (Youth for Christ). Dinner of 
spaghetti will be provided beginning at 5:30-6pm. We ask each family to bring a side or dessert and a drink.  Suggested 
sides are: garlic bread, salad, broccoli, etc. The film “Case for Christ” will be shown after dinner with a discussion 
following. After sundown we will head to Go USA Fun Park. We had a lot of fun last time, riding go carts, playing arcade 
games and watching Mr. Petty battle the fast pitches. Prices vary depending on how much you want to spend. Please 
see the website for more info: http://www.gousafunpark.com/index.htm  Contact Debbie Haggard with questions at 
615-631-3196  

 

Upcoming Nashville Socials  
 
August 11- Fiesta night   (potluck only) 
After services and Bible Study - We are planning a "Build your Own" Nacho bar. We will have chips and all the fixings for 
you to build your own yummy nachos! For dessert we are having - "Build a Sundae on a Saturday!”  When we are all 
about finished eating, we will pull out the ice cream and you can build your own sundae from the toppings bar. There 
will be a sign up list in the lobby over the next couple of weeks with an itemized list of suggested ingredients for the 
nacho and ice cream bar.  

 
September- 8th- Italian night and Sing-a-long 
After services please join us for a taste of Italy with our Italian themed potluck.  Please plan to bring some of your 
favorite Italian dishes such as spaghetti, lasagna, breads and salads. Got a favorite Italian dessert?  Bring it! If not, no 
worries, just bring any dessert you would like.  
 
After dinner, please plan to stay and help us usher in the Fall Holy Day season with an evening of praising God with a 
"joyful noise" with our sing-a-long night!  We will be singing-a-long to a mix of Hymns, favorite choir and special music 
pieces. If you have song request, please email Tina Cason at danielsmomtc@aol.com.  
 
If you can contribute ice to either activity, please let Tina know and as always Sweet and Unsweetened Tea will be 
needed 

UNITED CHURCH OF GOD 

 Jackson, Murfreesboro and Nashville 

From the desk of Gary Petty 

 

 

http://www.gousafunpark.com/index.htm
mailto:danielsmomtc@aol.com
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Life Lessons: Seeking Glory 

The biblical book of Daniel records the life of the Jewish lad Daniel who was kidnapped by Nebuchadnezzar and lived out 
his life in the courts of Babylon and Persia the most powerful empires of their day.  The city of Babylon was one of the 
greatest cities of antiquity.  Sections of Babylon’s outer walls from the time of Daniel stand today in the Pergamon 
Museum in Berlin, Germany.   Descriptions of the beautiful hanging gardens of Babylon are so magnificent that the 
gardens are considered one of the seven wonders of the ancient world.          

The book of Daniel gives us a glimpse of Nebuchadnezzar, an arrogant and cruel king of Babylon. The 4th chapter of 
Daniel was written by this pagan king as he describes his encounter with the God of Israel.  He wrote about how he was 
walking about the royal palace and said, “Is not this great Babylon that I have built for a royal dwelling by my mighty 
power and for the honor of my majesty?”  

As Nebuchadnezzar said these words he heard a voice from heaven declaring that God was taking the kingdom from him 
so that he would know that “the Most High rules in the kingdoms of men…”  Within the hour Nebuchadnezzar went mad 
and was led outside of the city where he ate grass like an ox until his hair grew unusually long and his fingernails were 
like “birds claws.” 

Points to build on    

Solomon was also surrounded by the glory of being a powerful and wealthy king.  He wrote in Ecclesiastes about how his 
wealth, fame and power were meaningless without God’s purpose in his life.  We see Solomon’s wisdom in proverbs 
like: 

Proverbs 25:27:  “It is not good to eat much honey; so to seek one’s own glory is not glory.” 

Proverbs 27:2:  “Let another man praise you, and not your own mouth; a stranger, and not your own lips.”  

Jesus gives similar instructions when he taught, "When you are invited by anyone to a wedding feast, do not sit down in 

the best place, lest one more honorable than you be invited by him; and he who invited you and him come and say to 

you, 'Give place to this man,' and then you begin with shame to take the lowest place. But when you are invited, go and 

sit down in the lowest place, so that when he who invited you comes he may say to you, 'Friend, go up higher.' Then you 

will have glory in the presence of those who sit at the table with you. For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and 

he who humbles himself will be exalted” (Luke 14:8-11). 

Application  

Seeking recognition and fame doesn’t heal our damaged emotions or fulfill a need for close relationships.  Meaningful 
recognition comes from others who have benefited from your service and accomplishments not because of self-
promotion.     

In the book of Ecclesiastes, an older Solomon, facing the shortness of life, wrestles with the meaning of existence.  He 

determined, “Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, for this is man's 

all. For God will bring every work into judgment, including every secret thing, whether good or evil” (Ecclesiastes 12:13-

14).   

When the Creator of life is not our guide and hope then all the glory of fame and fortune is eventually meaningless.   

Nebuchadnezzar found this out the hard way.  After seven years God restored his sanity and the king honored God and 

acknowledged His power and glory (Daniel 4:34-37).  

When we concern ourselves with our own fame and recognition we feed our human pride which is a bottomless, empty 

hole.  We can only find peace and meaning when we spend our energy honoring and recognizing God. –Gary Petty    
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Feast Youth Instruction Lessons 
 
The 2018 Festival Youth Instruction lessons can now be downloaded from the UCG Members website. These Youth 
Lessons are for those individuals who are planning on serving as Festival Youth Instruction teachers at the Feast this 
year. Please click on the following link to print off the copies: https://www.ucg.org/members/news/2018-feast-of-
tabernacles-youth-lesson-plans 
 

 
 

eNews from Ministerial and Member Services 
Issue 335 

July 26, 2018 
 

Personal from the President... 
 
Dear fellow servants of God, 
 
This morning at the home office we were privileged to host and hear from Milford, Ohio, resident David Caudill who has 
served as Deputy Ambassador to Iraq as well as head of Near Eastern Affairs Unit at the American Embassy in Paris, 
France, for the past three years. I have become acquainted with him through my local Batavia, Ohio, Rotary Club which 
he visits every time he comes back to Milford to visit. 
 

 

David Caudill 
 
Mr. Caudill met with our editorial staff in the conference room at 10 a.m. for one hour. We connected Scott Ashley, Tom 
Robinson, John LaBissoniere and Jerold Aust by video conference. At 11 a.m. he addressed all our home office 
employees with questions and answers that followed. 
 

https://www.ucg.org/members/news/2018-feast-of-tabernacles-youth-lesson-plans
https://www.ucg.org/members/news/2018-feast-of-tabernacles-youth-lesson-plans
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Mr. Caudill holds a knowledgeable and authoritative understanding of the world's geopolitics, having served in diverse 
locations in Latin America, the Middle East and Europe. He is also a student of the Bible. He is well-read and offered our 
staff several good reading resources. The discussion was largely interactive with many excellent questions from our staff 
about NATO, Jerusalem, Afghanistan, President Trump, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, North Korea, China and Russia. His 
answers to our questions provided an excellent "off-the-record" perspective contrasted from what is commonly seen 
and heard in the news.  
 
You may remember that back in 2013 he addressed our Ambassador Bible College students. Today he told us that he 
would be very happy to do that again this coming October when he visits Milford. He is very well predisposed to the 
United Church of God and our Work. 

From LinkedIn, here is David Caudill's career history: Near Eastern Affairs Unit Chief, Embassy Paris, 2015-18; Political 
Officer, Consulate General Erbil, Iraq, 2013-14; Political-Military Affairs Officer for Israel, Department of State, 2011-13; 
Rule of Law Section Chief, Provincial Reconstruction Team, Baghdad, Iraq, 2010-11; Political Officer, Embassy Doha, 
Qatar, 2008-10; Consular Officer, Embassy Santiago, Chile, 2005-07. 
 
Rescued from Darkness to Light 
 
When I spoke to our Chicago congregation a few weeks ago and read "For he has rescued us from the kingdom of 
darkness and transferred us into the Kingdom of his dear Son" in Colossians 1:13 (NLT), I could not help but relate to the 
dramatic news story of week. No doubt soon to be a book and movie, this story gripped the world. Twelve young boys 
and their soccer coach were trapped some 3,000 feet beneath the earth's surface. They faced almost certain death. 
Racing anxiously against a looming typhoon season of heavy rains, rescuers tirelessly explored ways to save these young 
boys from a dark fate of drowning or death from cold exposure. The boys and their coach were miraculously saved after 
more than two weeks of dark and cold days underground. 
 
What are the important and valuable spiritual lessons that you and I can learn from this experience? Let's review what 
happened. 
 
Initially, the odds were fearsome against a successful rescue. Many complex challenges and uncertainty had to be 
overcome. In the first days of the rescue operation, many were concerned that the boys would never again see the light 
of day. 
 
The story of the boys' rescue was breathtaking in scope. The soccer team set out innocently to celebrate one of the 
boys' birthdays. They packed flashlights, water and snacks. They would go caving as a post-soccer practice birthday 
adventure, even though the cave they chose was clearly marked as dangerous. Their coach saw where they had gone 
and followed them in. 
 
As they tramped more than two miles through the twisting and turning darkened passageways, small trickles of water 
rose to become impenetrable torrents, as heavy rain flooded the cave network. Soon they were imprisoned by 
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impassable pools of cold and dark water. In a short time, their food and water ran out, and falling temps threatened 
hypothermia. As they waited--it took nine days for rescuers to even find them--the level of oxygen in their confined 
space fell dangerously. Time was not on the boys' side. 
 
U.S military experts assisting in the rescue were grim as the scope of the challenge became evident. The commander of 
the U.S. mission noted, "The probability of success was about as low as you can get." 
 
Many challenges complicated the rescue. Divers installed guide ropes and special lights because visibility fell to zero in 
areas of the murky water. In some areas during the rescue, divers physically carried the young boys across rocky caverns 
and squeezed them through tight underwater passageways. 
 
How close was the event to being a total disaster? As one New Zealand newspaper reported, literally moments after the 
last diver with the Thai soccer coach emerged from the cave, the massive pumps holding back floodwaters failed, 
allowing tons of water to cascade back through the rescue paths. 
 
Heroic efforts by many--an estimated 10,000 people, including 2,000 military professionals, 200 divers and 
representatives from 100 different government agencies--all worked together to bring about the miraculous rescue. 
Townspeople banded together, cleaning rescuers' clothes for free, providing free transportation to and from the site and 
manning food stalls (that, according to the BBC, included cooks from the Thai royal kitchen). 
 
The rescue represented an immense collective gift, a gift that included at least 19 professionals--including one who died 
in the effort--selflessly putting their lives in jeopardy so that 12 young boys and their coach could live. 
 
It is an astonishing and humbling story. It is a real-life story of deliverance from darkness into light. 
 
The Apostle Paul teaches us a powerful spiritual lesson in parallel. As Paul wrote to the Colossians, God Himself has 
"delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, in whom we have 
redemption" (Colossians 1:13-14). 
 
Can we grasp the majesty and power of this? As frail humans we are undeserving, yet God has singled you and me out. 
Paul instructs us to be "giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in 
the light" (verse 12). 
 
Through the incomprehensible grace of God--a free, unmerited gift--God redeems us through the unselfish sacrifice of 
His Son Jesus Christ. He brings us from unutterable darkness into glorious light! 
 
As part of accepting that sacrifice of Jesus and living daily in a new life, a life of light directed and blessed by God, we are 
subject to and receive a bounty of many, manyblessings. These are blessings of power, of restoration, of growth. 
 
I am thankful that 12 young boys and their coach were rescued. I am even more thankful for our loving Father, who 
makes possible our redeeming journey from darkness unto life. What a tremendous gift that our heavenly Father 
bestows upon us! As Paul writes, "By grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 
God" (Ephesians 2:8). 
 
Let us give thanks to our God, the loving God who selflessly leads you and me to a life of love and light! 
 
In Christ's service, 

 

Victor Kubik 
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San Francisco Bay Area Hosts ABC Sampler 
 
The San Francisco Bay Area churches were pleased to host 117 people for an Ambassador Bible College Sampler the 
weekend of July 14 and July 15. 
 

 

Steve Myers presents Topics in Galatians during the ABC Sampler. 
 
Dr. Frank Dunkle and Mr. Steve Myers traveled to Orinda, California, to present a sampler of topics presented at ABC 
including "Topics in Galatians and Hosea," "Orientation to the Bible" and a summary of the Cities of Refuge. 
 

 

Mark-Phillip Pebworth and Frank Dunkle chat 
during a break from classes. 

 
The congregation hosted a potluck on Sabbath after church and a catered lunch on Sunday during a break in the 
presentations. The Dunkles and Myers also joined in meals with brethren the Friday evening before and Sunday evening 
after the sampler. 

  

New Beyond Today Air Times Coming to WGN-America 
 
Since April 2018 the Beyond Today television program, produced by the United Church of God, has aired every Friday 
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morning on the WGN-America television network. That airtime will end after August 3, and we are pleased to announce 
two new air times to take its place. 
 
Beyond Today will soon air on both Saturdays and Sundays, reaching a potential audience of 82 million households in all 
50 states. 
 
Here are the details: 

 Beginning Saturday, August 4, Beyond Today will air every Saturday at 5:00 a.m. ET, 4:00 a.m. CT, 5:00 a.m. MT 
(except satellite and single-feed cable), 5:00 a.m. PT and 5:00 a.m. in Alaska and Hawaii. 

 Beginning Sunday, August 5, Beyond Today will air every Sunday at 8:30 a.m. ET, 7:30 a.m. CT, 8:30 a.m. MT 
(except satellite and single-feed cable), 8:30 a.m. PT and 8:30 a.m. in Alaska and Hawaii. 

To find the WGN-America channel locations in your area please visit www.wgnamerica.com/channel-finder/ and enter 
your zip code. You will be shown the providers and channel number(s) on which you can watch WGN-America in your 
area. 
 
Besides watching Beyond Today on WGN-America, all our programs can be viewed on-demand on dedicated Beyond 
Today television channels on Roku, Amazon Fire TV, Apple TV and Samsung smart TVs. You can also watch programs 
online at our website: www.ucg.org/beyond-today/television . Please see our channel listing online 
at www.ucg.org/beyond-today-television-stations . 
 
We greatly appreciate your prayers for the Church's vital work of spreading the tremendous news about Jesus Christ and 
God's soon-coming Kingdom!  -- Peter Eddington, Media and Communications Services 

Inside United Podcast 
 

 

 
After living in Israel for two years, Steven Britt shares his experiences with the people and culture that informed 
his Beyond Today article, "Israel at 70: The Amazing Story." 
https://www.ucg.org/members/united-news/inside-united/inside-united-podcast-089-steven-britt-experiences-in-israel 
 
Listen to past episodes or read the transcripts: https://www.ucg.org/members/united-news/inside-united 
 

Midweek report from UYC Northwest Camp 
 
This year Northwest Teen Camp is the largest ever, with 135 campers and 76 staff members. We are all impressed with 
the maturity and dedication of the campers this year. They are an enjoyable group to teach and enjoy activities with. We 
are filling the dining hall and all of the dorms here at Camp Magruder to capacity. The high temperatures this week in 
the Willamette Valley have caused a marine layer of cool air to settle over the Oregon Coast, so while much of the 
country is experiencing record heat, we have been on the cool side with temperatures in the 50s and 60s and the sun 

http://www.wgnamerica.com/channel-finder/
https://www.ucg.org/beyond-today/television
https://www.ucg.org/beyond-today-television-stations
https://www.ucg.org/members/united-news/inside-united/inside-united-podcast-089-steven-britt-experiences-in-israel
https://www.ucg.org/members/united-news/inside-united
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hidden most of the day time. Camp has once again experienced God's protection with very few and minor injuries, and 
our camp nurse, Allison Churchill, is pleased to not have to deal with cases of sunburn or heat stroke! 
 

 

 
Campers are learning about God's Vision for them as the principles in the Christian Living lessons are put into practice 
and repeated throughout the day. Skill building and challenges are part of all the activities--water skiing, volleyball, 
pickle ball, softball, speedaway, archery, kayaking, and dance. Paul and Gayle Wilson, of Chinook Pass Outfitters, are 
here once again with a total of eighteen horses and two mules. Many of the campers are experienced riders now as they 
enjoy the rides through the woods and on the beach. Our staff of "wranglers" assisting the Wilsons includes Cristine 
Goethals, Jeannie Williams, and Kathleen Kelly. 
 

 

 
In Arts and Crafts, Roc Corbett is having all of the campers make individually decorated tiles that will fit together to 
make mosaic of the "lion, lamb, and child" scene of Isaiah 11:6. It will be quite a work of art when completed. Keith 
Tomes and Leeann Holladay are teaching the "Excellence in Living" class this year. In the class they are encouraging 
campers to make the right life choices in order to avoid pitfalls and scars and to experience the excellent life that our 
Creator wants us to experience. 
 
Aaron and Michelle Dean are also here--Mr. Dean driving a ski boat and Mrs. Dean helping in Arts and Crafts. They are 
getting to know ahead of time the six staff members who are headed to ABC next month as students. 
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With the increased number of campers and staff, the schedule has been modified to allow more time after meals and 
between classes. This has been a challenge to manage, but it is worth it to have the entire facility to ourselves for the 
week. 
 
Thursday evening, we will all board the Oregon Coastal Scenic train for a relaxing trip to Garibaldi and back. The train is 
drawn by a 1923 steam engine. The engine and cars have changed little in almost a century, so the ride provides the 
campers with a glimpse of life in the past. The campers always rate the train ride as a highlight of the week. 
 
Sabbath will begin with dorm songs and hymn singing together. After services, the staff will serve the campers for the 
final banquet. Following sunset, the camp will conclude with the traditional dance. 
 
Thanks to everyone for your prayers and support of all of God's camps. I wish everyone could be here for campfire when 
the seniors give a short talk about what being a part of camp has meant to them and how camp has helped them 
understand their purpose in life and to draw closer to God. Those words from the older teens make all of the hard work 
and sacrifice worthwhile and even rewarding. 
-- Rex Sexton, Camp Director 


