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January 11, 2019 
 
Tomorrow we will be returning to the Brentwood Presbyterian Church for Sabbath services.  Here is an update from 

Matt Puckett about the state of the facilities: 

Nashville 
 
The drying equipment is gone however; the building still has a lot of stuff out of place.  Primarily up in the Sanctuary.   
If you recall, upstairs by the ladies restroom, there was a pile of "stuff" in the corner.  That's now in the middle of the 
Sanctuary.  Downstairs is a little bit out of order, but nothing that can be taken care of quickly. 
 
There are still holes in the ceiling where Servpro removed the drywall to get to the wet areas and dry them out. 
No repairs to the structure have been made at this time, meaning the rubber wall base is still missing, drywall 
cracks/tape missing/holes are still there, etc.  This isn't to say that we can't use the building, just don't expect it to be 
back the way it was - yet.  Brentwood has some work ahead of them to get their things back in shape. 
 
PARENTS PLEASE NOTE:  Children need to stay out of any play rooms and not touch stuff that is currently displaced.   

 

Murfreesboro 
 
Tomorrow is also the first Sabbath at our new hall in Murfreesboro.   We will be meeting at The Higher Ground Church, 
2424 Yearwood Ave., Murfreesboro, 37130.  This hall supplies us with a much larger and brighter environment for 
Sabbath services and a full kitchen.  The couple draw backs are the stairs and that the location is not close to the 
freeway, but this has been a real blessing from God. 
 
PARENTS PLEASE NOTE:  It is important that parents make sure their children do not touch any of the keyboards and 
drums.  Food and beverages are not allowed in the main hall (only water).  Also, since the restrooms are downstairs we 
ask that younger children should not be allowed to go to the restrooms without an adult.  It is unsafe for children to be 
wandering around the kitchen unsupervised.         

 
Gwen Whitaker from the Murfreesboro congregation was admitted to the Maury Regional Hospital in Columbia today 
with a stomach virus and bacterial pneumonia. She already has poor lung function as well as a compromised immune 
system. 
 
Leo Sancho from Murfreesboro received some good news.  The latest scan did not show any cancer.  The doctors want 
him to still undergo some radiation treatments, but Leo has decided to do some follow up bone marrow biopsies, change 
diet, etc.      
 
The Duckerts are collecting laptops and tablets for Chuck Smith’s project in Haiti.  For those attending the Nashville 
congregation, please give your computers or laptops to Paul Cason. 
 

UNITED CHURCH OF GOD 

 Jackson, Murfreesboro and Nashville 

From the desk of Gary Petty 
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Spokesman Club is scheduled for January 13 at the Kellers’ house.   

Nashville Chili Potluck and Bingo Night 
 

Tomorrow is Nashville’s chili potluck and Bingo night. The potluck will be after the Bible study,  then Bingo after the 
dinner clean up. If you are unable to bring chili, we will still need items such as crackers, cheese, sour cream, etc.  Bring 
whatever you like for chili toppings. Desserts are always welcome and sweet and unsweet teas. To help out with the 
prize pool, we ask that each family donate a small prize to the table if you are able. We encourage everyone to stay and 
play and enjoy a fun night of fellowship. 
 

UPDATE FROM JOSHUA CREECH… We will be at Mammoth Cave National Park April 12-14, 2019. 

It was a great feeling rolling home and climbing into my own bed this week.  It’s nice being with everyone in Cincinnati, 
but there’s just nothing like home.  Our trip was slightly extended due to some unforeseen events.   

We made it to Cincy for the beginning of Winter Family Weekend where we heard an amazing Bible study, great 
seminars, spectacular special music and a powerful sermon on the Sabbath.  It was a great way to kick off WFW, and it 
set the tone for the remaining activities.  Lizzy and I coordinate and run the pre-teen games which was another huge 
success.  We had just over 80 of our young ones from ages 4-12 on Sunday and a little under that number on Monday.  
Their attitudes and energy amaze me every year. 

The day after WFW, I headed to Lake Geneva, WI for Winter Camp.  The camp was nearly at capacity.  The weather 
didn’t make it feel quite like Winter Camp, but that didn’t stop us from have a great time and we did eventually get a 
tiny bit of snow.  I was impressed at the teens’ sincerity and enthusiasm to learn God’s truth.  It is evident that Deut 6:6-
9 is truly taking place.  Deut 6:6-9, “And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. You shall teach 
them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you 
lie down, and when you rise up. You shall bind them as sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your 
eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.”  They truly want God to write His laws on 
their hearts.  Their excitement daily for Christian living is a testimony to where their priorities are, and it was a 
refreshing remembrance of what we are all striving for. 

We were planning on returning home immediately after camp, but unfortunately when I got back to Cincy I found out 
there were two deaths in my family so we ended up sticking around for a couple of extra days.  We had one funeral on 
Friday for a cousin then another on the following Monday we had a funeral for my great aunt.  It’s amazing to see how 
God introduces people to the truth because my aunt was the one who introduced the truth to my grandmother.  It’s 
comforting knowing God’s plan for His children.  All of them, whether they were given the truth in their current life, or at 
a future point in time. 

Lizzy and I hope you all had a joyful week and can now enjoy the Sabbath.  We look forward to seeing many of you 
tomorrow. 

Bowling Green Mammoth Cave Outing  

We are excited about our 3rd annual congregational camping weekend.  We will be at Mammoth Cave National Park 

April 12-14, 2019. 

We will start the weekend on Friday evening with fellowship around the campsite. 

Saturday morning we will have Sabbath appropriate fellowship opportunities such as a small museum tour inside the 

Visitor Center.  Services will be at 2pm and dress for services this day will be casual, modest clothing! That evening we 

will have a hot dog dinner (donations $5 per person/$20 for families) and more fellowship activities.  Bring some card 

games or board games that are family friendly and appropriate for sharing. 
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Sunday we will do a self guided tour (cost is $5 per person). Plus there are a number of cave tours you can reserve to do 

on your own or with others. We will also have an enclosed shelter for fellowship and lunch before departing from the 

weekend. 

We will be reserving group camp sites, and more if needed. We would like a head count so that we know how many 

group sites to reserve.  Please RSVP by Tuesday, April 9th.  I will let those who RSVP know the cost for group sites 

(significant savings for a group).  There will be ample campsites available in the area as well for same day drive ups.  

Group campsites are near the bathrooms (which do have electricity). There is a bathhouse for showers (bring quarters!).  

You will need to purchase firewood from the store at the entrance to the campground.   

All others are welcome to make their own reservations at area hotels.  And you can also make your own cave tours 

reservations for Sunday.   

The number to call is 877-444-6777 or visit recreation.gov or visit the website www.nps.gov for more information on 

Mammoth Cave and area attractions.   

Come for the whole weekend or any part to enjoy the fellowship! 

Feel free to call or email me with any questions, (and I'll share some of the highlights from last year) to RSVP to Sherie 

Spalding-615-512-5533 call or text, OR spalding1221@gmail.com  

 

eNews from Ministerial and Member Services 

Issue 357 
January 10, 2019 

 

Personal from the President... 

Dear fellow servants of God, 

Beyond Today Recording 

Yesterday, three Beyond Today programs were recorded in our new studio. All of us who were part of the studio 

audience exclaimed how compelling all three presenters were! All three categories of content were represented: 

prophetic, doctrinal and Christian living. We have now produced 366 programs.  

 Darris McNeely: Three Signs Before Jesus Returns (364) 
 Steve Myers: Will I Go to Heaven? (365) 
 Gary Petty: Prayer: Key to Spiritual Growth (366) 

The new spacious set gives the presenters greater freedom of movement. This, coupled with the live studio audience 

and the attractiveness of the set itself is producing a much higher quality program that we pray should engage our 

http://recreation.gov/
http://www.nps.gov/
mailto:spalding1221@gmail.com
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viewing audience in a greater way than before. Please join us in praying for the success of the program and that it will 

allow people to hear these words of life. All three of the programs recorded yesterday were indeed words of life. 

 

Scott Ashley Teaching at Ambassador Bible College 

 

 

Scott Ashley lectures to the ABC Class of 2019. 

Scott Ashley is teaching Harmony of the Gospels this week and next at ABC. We always appreciate him coming to visit. 

We also appreciate being able to consult with him in person on current publications that we work on. 

Visit to Austin, Texas 

This past weekend Bev and I traveled to Austin, Texas, and visited our congregation there. Elder Tim Seelig and his wife 

hosted us. We visited with Carol Lester whose husband Harold died in October. 

One of purposes for being there was to celebrate Coleman and Waco pastor Stan Erickson and his wife Judy's 50th 

wedding anniversary at an event that had been planned by their children. It was indeed a most wonderful way to share 

this happy moment with good friends. 

We have been emphasizing the subject of marriage more of late. The November/December issue of Beyond Today had a 

marriage theme and the cover article was "How You Can Have a Lasting Marriage." 

Since we are living in a time when foundations of untouchable values are crumbling, we as a church need to be pro-

active and positive in dealing with marriage. We need to revitalize our vision of marriage with a mature, practical 

outlook, well-grounded in God's Word. If we approach marriage like we approach our spiritual conversion, we will do 

well. 

Marriage serves not only you and your spouse, but also the Church and society. Marriage may more successfully handle 

activities such as caring for orphans and aged parents than do social agencies. 

It is the best relationship for nurturing children. 

A good marriage is a powerful witness for young adults to emulate, especially in a society that suffers from too many 

deficient role models. 
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I am happy to hear of upcoming marriages in the Church and pray for all of them to subscribe to God's values that yield 

happiness. 

I used the occasion of the Austin, Texas, visit to write a subscriber development letter to our nearly 15,000 donors and 

co-workers and highlighted the subject of marriage and offered our booklet Marriage & Family. 

I'd like to share some of what I said in that letter: 

Today I'm very pleased to offer you our special, absolutely free study guide: Marriage & Family: The Missing Dimension. 

Whether you are married or not, the material in this booklet will open your eyes to the subject of marriage and family as 

being much more than a biological or cultural event. This bond reveals a relationship between God and man, and is one 

spoken of throughout the Bible. 

I have just returned from a special celebration of my friends' 50th wedding anniversary. Their two children surprised 

them along with about 60 of us who delivered tributes and recollected memories past. I have known my friend for 54 

years and his wife almost that long. It was a beautiful and joyous event of lives wrapped in love and held together with 

faithfulness. 

The marriage relationship between a human male and female was created in the Garden of Eden and is described in the 

first chapters of the Bible. Here's how it started: 

"Then God said, 'Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the 

sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 

earth.' So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 

Then God blessed them, and God said to them, 'Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it'" (Genesis 1:26-28). 

And in Genesis 2:24: "Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and they shall become 

one flesh." 

An outcome of a faithful and loving marriage is children and family. All this was fashioned by God's mindset--which the 

apostle John defines as, "God is Love" (1 John 4:8). This is how marriage was created and meant to be. It is beautiful, 

loving, secure and produces good fruit. Having the mindset of God is the only way to genuine happiness and lasting 

fulfillment in a marital relationship. 

The Bible does, however, relate a history of mankind trying alternative means for "love." Polygamy and other aberrant 

relationships entered the picture. Man decided on new "rules" for marriage. But, they all had their problems and 

disastrous outcomes. The same is true now with same-sex marriages as well as all other life-styles deviating from what 

God intended. 

The laws that govern marriage are as absolute as the laws of physics. All actions have predictable results. God did, 

however, allow man to tamper with these principles to see first-hand that non-compliance to His original instructions 

produces pain. Christ, when speaking about divorce, stated that what was "allowed" was not the ideal. Jesus said: 

"Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was not 

so" (Matthew 19:8-9). 

God describes the relationship between Himself and His people as marriage. There are many biblical passages that speak 

directly of this. Examples of this include:  

 "For your Maker is your husband." (Isaiah 54:5). 
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 "'For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become 
one flesh.' This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church" (Ephesians 5:31-32). 

In the very end of the Bible the imagery of marriage is held up as the relationship between God and man: "Then I, John, 

saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband" 

(Revelation 21:2). 

 

Our free 80-page booklet gives a physical as well as a spiritual explanation of marriage. You can download it immediately 

from our Beyond Today website at https://www.ucg.org/bible-study-tools/booklets/marriage-and-family-the-missing-

dimension. Some of the material of interest covers God's instruction manual for marriage, dating do's and don'ts, 

popular sexual myths, divorce-proofing your marriage, bringing up moral children and much more. 

 

In Christ's service, 

 

Victor Kubik 

From Ministerial and Member Services... 
 
Recent Ordinations 
 

 

James and Stacey Malizia 
 
On January 5, 2019, James Malizia was ordained into the ministry. He and his wife, Stacey, serve in the San Francisco Bay 
Area, California, congregation. 
 

https://www.ucg.org/bible-study-tools/booklets/marriage-and-family-the-missing-dimension
https://www.ucg.org/bible-study-tools/booklets/marriage-and-family-the-missing-dimension


7 
 

 

Tom and Terry Meece 
 
On January 5, 2019, Tom Meece was ordained into the ministry. He and his wife, Terry, serve in the Petaluma, California, 
congregation. 

 
 

Boundary Waters Adventure (BWA) 

 

 

Boundary Waters Adventure launches July 21-28 and we look forward to welcoming 14 young adults on a grand 

adventure. Applicants must be between 18 (must be a high-school graduate) to 30+. Apply now at 

http://uyc.ucg.org/camp/bwa. 

Inside United PodcastScott Ashley - Archaeology, Part 2 

Scott Ashley and Victor Kubik dig deeper into the topic of archaeology and how advancements in technology and 

technique are making it harder to deny the validity of the Bible. 

https://www.ucg.org/members/united-news/inside-united/inside-united-podcast-103-scott-ashley-archaeology-part-2 

Listen to past episodes or read the transcripts:  https://www.ucg.org/members/united-news/inside-united 

http://uyc.ucg.org/camp/bwa
https://www.ucg.org/members/united-news/inside-united/inside-united-podcast-103-scott-ashley-archaeology-part-2
https://www.ucg.org/members/united-news/inside-united
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Prayer Request Update – Owen Zollner  

From Nelson Arnold, pastor, Terre Haute, IN: 

 Owen Zollner, who turned 4 years old in December, went into the hospital and had both his legs broken surgically to 
correct his feet so that they would begin growing straight. He now has casts on both legs to hold them in the correct 
position until they heal. The casts should be coming off in late January. Owen is in great spirits for all he has gone 
through. After the casts come off he will be fitted for braces which hopefully will enable him to learn to walk. Brandon 
and Laura Beth appreciate all your prayers on Owen’s behalf and for God’s intervention and healing. 

Prayer Request Update – Grace Arnold 

From Nelson Arnold, pastor, Terre Haute, IN: 

Grace Arnold, who underwent surgery for stage two ovarian cancer in May 2018, she  is doing well. Her doctors are just 
astounded that she hasn't any signs of cancer since she had no treatments. We know that God intervened with healing 
for her because of all you brethren who have prayed for her healing. On January 8 Grace had her second follow up tests 
and she is still cancer free—to the oncologists amazement. Grace still has a small place in her surgery wound that 
doesn't want to heal properly. She would appreciate your prayers that God would cause her wound to heal totally. This 
surgery was done on May 10. Thank you to all you faithful brethren for you prayers and to our great God for His mercy. 

Prayer Request Update - Ruth Johnson 

From Herb Teitgen, pastor North Dakota and Manitoba: 
Thank you for your continued prayers for Ruth Johnson of the Bismarck, ND congregation. She has been greatly 
encouraged by the outpouring of cards and messages of prayers and support. She was released from the hospital 
on December 24. It has taken some time to normalize her blood pressure and to address some edema in her lower 
legs. In a recent consultation with her oncologist she has been scheduled for a chemo regimen that will begin next week 
and last through June. Please pray for continued healing, for the correct treatment decisions and for minimum side 
effects from the chemo and for continued strengthening and encouragement. 

 Ruth Johnson 
36500 52nd Street NE 
Wilton, ND 58579-9596 

Prayer Request Update - Andrew Petrick 

From Herb Teitgen, pastor North Dakota and Manitoba: 
Your continued prayers are requested for Andrew and Maria Petrick of the Winnipeg, MB congregation. Andrew is still in 
the Winnipeg Health Sciences Centre following the kidney transplant. He continues to deal with abnormal abdominal 
swelling from fluid buildup. A recent setback involves a serious infection that has affected the incision made during the 
operation. It is oozing infected material. He is feeling weaker and is experiencing shaking of his limbs. Maria still tires 
easily and is not ready to return to work yet and she is looking for new employment. Please continue pray for the correct 
treatment decision, for continued healing for both of them and for their continued recovery and strengthening. 

 Andrew & Maria Petrick 

39 Corliss Crescent 

Winnipeg, MB P2C 4S7, Canada 


