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January 18, 2019 
 
The Creeches, Kellers, Jones, and Kim and I will be headed to the Southest Regional Ministerial Conference on Sunday.  
We should all be back home by Wednesday (excpet the Kellers who may be out of town for awhile).  While we are gone, 
Elders  Bill Vernich and Preston Fritts will be able to anoint and send out anointed cloths.   
 

Combined Nashville and Murfreesboro Teen Bible Study Saturday Night 
 
The combined teen Bible study will be Saturday night at the Haggard’s home (we have a cat!) beginning at 5:30-6pm and 
presented by Joshua Creech. Dinner of burgers and hot dogs will be provided, if others could bring the condiments and 
side items that would be appreciated! This will be followed by some games that are less rowdy than our usual ones! 
Suggested side food sign up, as well as the address is below.  
 
FOOD SIGN UP (so we know what’s needed): Buns, onions, pickles, lettuce, mayonnaise, mustard, ketchup, beans, chips, 
potato salad, salad, dessert, etc. If everyone could bring a drink they get really thirsty. Families welcome and we’d 
appreciate a general head count.  
 
Tim and Debbie Haggard 
206 Black Bear Trail 
Murfreesboro, TN 37127 
Text or call: 615-631-3196 

 

Free Chairs 

The Murfreesboro congregation has moved into a new hall and has some older chairs we no longer need.  While some 

are in bad shape, about half of them are still very useable.  If you would like to have some of the chairs please contact 

Jason Fritts (615) 394-6507 or Kirk Kunkle (615) 394-9010.   

 

Haiti Project 

From Suzanne Duckert: 

I am also going to be sending some reading glasses and old prescription glasses to the brethren in Haiti.  I only have this 

Sabbath and next before my transport leaves, so if anyone has any old glasses they'd like to donate please bring them to 

Destin or I in Brentwood or give them to Ellen Smith in Murfreesboro. 

 

UNITED CHURCH OF GOD 

 Jackson, Murfreesboro and Nashville 

From the desk of Gary Petty 
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Attention Parents!   Nashville Date Night 
 
Has it been so long since you had a night alone with your spouse you forgot what they look like? Are you aching for a 
dinner companion that will talk with you instead of shoving food in their nose? Have you been struggling to find the time 
to interact with people without getting interrupted by the sound of a video game blasting in the background?  
 
Fear not! For the time has come for an official date night - a time for you to relax with your loved one, to enjoy a nice 
meal or night on the town, to finally catch that movie you've been wanting to see, to get together with other adults you 
haven't seen in a while, or just order take out and lounge on your couch in sweet, sweet silence. 
 
After services on February 2, 2019, feel free to leave your precious children in the hands of the capable young 
adult/teen volunteers at church. We will provide them with a healthy meal, fun games, craft time and a movie. Pick up 
will be at the church hall in Brentwood at 10pm.  
 
Please call, email or text Nick and Brittany and let them know how many kids to expect. Also, if you are a young adult or 
teen who would like to volunteer to hang out with the kids, please let the Hynes know! 

 

 

eNews from Ministerial and Member Services 
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Personal from the President... 

Dear fellow servants of God, 

What if You Were an Immigrant? 

Contentious debate over immigration has raged in America, Europe and Asia for quite some time. In the United States, 

at least four different presidential administrations have grappled unsuccessfully with the issue. Recently emotions and 

concerns--especially online--soared to new heights with the partial closing of the American federal government over the 

issue. 

How should disciples of Jesus Christ respond? 

I personally hold a deep sensitivity to this continuing divisive issue. Allow me to put this in context. 

As I have previously noted, at the age of two, I migrated to the United States with my parents from a United Nations 

refugee camp in Hannover, Germany. Before I was born, my parents suffered as slave workers in Nazi Germany. Amidst 

the devastated carnage following the end of hostilities, they found themselves homeless. They--like multiple thousands 

of desperate immigrants today--anxiously and legally sought refuge in the free world. 
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Back then, as it is today, America represented a beckoning beacon of freedom and prosperity. How prosperous is this 

country? Consider this fact: American citizens comprise about five percent of the global population. But this 5% of the 

world's 7.5 billion people alive today consumes more than 50% of world's finished goods. America is truly blessed by 

God. No other country in human history--whether in victory or peace--has been as prosperous or as generous as 

America. 

So, for upwards of a century America has stood as a preferred refuge for people living in poverty, in war-torn countries, 

and in hopeless situations. And as the poem on the Statute of Liberty in New York reads: "Send these, the homeless, 

tempest-tossed to me, I lift my lamp beside the golden door." 

I am profoundly grateful for that status, because--like many others in the United Church of God--I am an immigrant to 

the United States of America! I was once one of those "tempest-tossed" who had no assured future. I daily thank God 

that after many crushing disappointments, my parents were miraculously granted a last-minute sponsorship to come to 

America with me, their infant son. 

With that as a background, I ask this: when we in the United Church of God express our opinions online or in public, let's 

remember and consider that there are other immigrants who for different reasons have made the United States their 

home and today are members of our church. 

Let's remember that immigration currently is a "hot button" issue in Europe and America. There is a big push of refugees 

from the south on both the Mexican/American border as well as from Africa and the Middle East into Europe. There are 

other areas of horribly unfortunate and abused people such as in Myanmar in Asia seeking relief. 

Let's remember that there are some successful immigration stories, but there are also horrendous stories of people 

suffering terribly as they flee oppression or war. You've probably seen accounts of children and adults capsizing and 

drowning as they struggle to cross the Mediterranean Sea in small boats. Some make it only to be picked up by those 

who dehumanize them and drive them into the human slave market. Young girls are being forced into prostitution while 

men are put into demeaning jobs with no future. 

What if you were a suffering immigrant like these people? What would you do? 

For sure, unsavory people with the intent to do evil slip in with otherwise legitimate refugees, later wreaking havoc in 

their new host countries. But these are a minority. 

I am very sensitive to all of this in today's world. Growing up in an immigrant community in St. Paul, Minnesota, I recall 

the demeaning stigma we felt as non-American refugees. We were mockingly called "DPs" for "displaced persons." 

People ridiculed the broken English of my parents. Our family spoke the Ukrainian language at home and I did not speak 

English until I started kindergarten. 

I know firsthand how hard it can be to assimilate and become a member of American society, even when one is a legal 

immigrant! 

I grew up listening to traumatic, tear-filled and heart-rending stories of war, death, and permanent separation from 

parents and family. My parents would receive letters from their parents and siblings in Ukraine, their homeland. They 

would openly cry as they read the letters aloud to us. Back then, we as children could not fully comprehend. Grim 

understanding came later. 
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So back to my original question: How should disciples of Jesus Christ respond? How do we in the Church react to the 

question of migration and immigration? Immigration--whether in America, Europe or Asia--represents a difficult 

situation with no single answer. The solution has eluded the best minds and intentions for many years. What do we do? 

First, our mindset should rise above human politics. On Facebook and other social media people may "endorse" 

candidates and encourage people to vote and support them. As employees, elders, and members, we must be careful 

what we post on social media. We are seen as representatives of the United Church of God and our words impact the 

church's reputation! If we're not careful, we can inadvertently pass on dubious statistics or semi-facts. Those actions are 

noticed. Those words can negatively change perceptions of the church and what we believe. Further, it is easy to find 

posts that brag about American heritage, with the post authors apparently blissfully unaware that (apart from Native 

Americans) every single American citizen alive today has some tie (past or current) to an immigrant story or family 

coming to the United States. 

Second, the Bible teaches us to respect government officials, regardless of party. Paul emphatically directs us to "give 

respect and honor to those who are in authority" (Romans 13:7, New Living Translation). When Paul wrote this to the 

Romans, the Emperor Nero was in power, who openly persecuted the disciples of Jesus in Rome. It wasn't easy then, 

and it may not be easy now. Openly bashing elected officials with unmitigated sarcasm undermines respect. 

Third, we must communicate in a godly manner. The Bible doesn't say we can't have a personal opinion or that we 

deny our thoughts on contemporary issues. But we are instructed thusly: "Let no corrupting talk come out of your 

mouths, but only such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear" 

(Ephesians 4:29, English Standard Version, emphasis added). 

Here's the critical point: do our words and comments simply inflame a debate that has no ready answer? How important 

is our answer? As Jesus Himself declares, "by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be 

condemned" (Matthew 12:37, ESV). 

I plan to write further about this important issue, but I would like to close this column with one final personal story. My 

niece, who is a college instructor, recently wrote to me. A very kind, articulate and caring person, she is well aware that I 

am the president of the United Church of God. 

She asked: "As the leader of a church, should you not speak out against Mr. Trump? Don't you see how he treats 

women? Do you not see how he treats the humanitarian crisis of refugees?" 

I told her that I didn't and don't endorse Mr. Trump, but I respect those who are in authority. I told her that I didn't vote 

for any presidential candidate in 2016. Since she knows my background, I used the opportunity to explain how I 

supported a future world Ruler who is coming to establish the Kingdom of God, a global government that will truly solve 

today's refugee immigration crisis. 

To be sure, the Church's stance is not denying or shrinking away from the reality of what we see in the world. Jesus 

commanded us to watch and observe that we may be spiritually prepared (Luke 21:36). But sometimes our focus on 

biblical values can be misconstrued as those of a conservative political bent, so we must take care not to inadvertently 

fall in step with certain political views and their consequences. We can also inadvertently hurt our own spiritual brothers 

and sisters with harsh words. 

What's our role? We have the opportunity to do good in this regard, whether it be fervently praying for those less 

fortunate than us, or outright serving where we can (which is one of the reasons my wife, Bev, and I are involved in Life 

Nets, even helping refugees directly--see http://www.lifenets.org/ukraine/crisis.htm). 

http://www.lifenets.org/ukraine/crisis.htm
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I plan to write further on this topic. In the interim, let us be sensitive to those in crisis and let us pursue peace (Hebrews 

12:14). Remember, the vast majority of those presently suffering in the immigration crisis will one day be citizens 

eternally together with us in the coming Kingdom of God! 

In Christ's service, 

 

Victor Kubik 

From Ministerial and Member Services... 
 
Death of Roger Korthuis 
 

 

Roger Korthuis 
 
Roger Korthuis, pastor of the Sedro-Woolley (Washington) congregation, passed away peacefully in his home on 
Tuesday, the 15th of January. He had battled rare adrenal gland cancer since the beginning of 2018. 
 
Roger was devoted to his calling to the end. He knew that he was in God's hands the whole time. He appreciated greatly 
all of the prayers given on his behalf and was always thankful for all the help and offers of help that were continuously 
extended. He said many times over in the last few weeks that "many hands make for light work." He was grateful for 
these "many hands." 
 
Roger will be remembered for his dedicated service to God, Jesus Christ and to the Sedro-Woolley brethren, as well as 
for being a good husband, father, brother and son to his family. 
 
He will be truly missed by all who knew him. 
 
Messages of condolence can be sent to: Diane Korthuis, 17539 S Skyridge Dr, Mount Vernon, WA 98274. 
 
Pastoral Update 
 
Due to the death of pastor Roger Korthuis, John Elliott has been appointed the interim pastor for the United Church of 
God congregation in Sedro-Woolley, Washington. 
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Update on Angolan brethren--January 15, 2019 
 
Angola is an African country about twice the size of Texas, located on the western side of Africa (south of the equator) 
facing the Atlantic Ocean, and is positioned between the Congo, Zambia and Namibia. It was a Portuguese colony (later 
declared a province) and achieved independence in 1975 after a colonial war with Portugal for 25 years. Immediately 
upon independence, Angola was involved in a devastating civil war for an additional 27 years until 2002. The civil war 
was a power struggle between two former liberation movements backed by proxy Cold War rival states, namely the 
Soviet Union and Cuba on one side and the United States and South Africa on the other. Today the country has linkages 
with Cuba, China, Portugal and African Unity countries. 
 
In that difficult environment, God called disciples who have remained loyal to the Truth and who deeply desire to serve 
God. The Church in Angola was formed in 1983 as a Sabbath-keeping church and in 1995 they became affiliated with the 
Worldwide Church of God. As early as in 1997 they decided to remain faithful to the Sabbath and Holy Day observance. 
In December 2002 they officially broke away from WCG, but held onto the name of Worldwide Church of God in Angola. 
Since then they were led to believe that they alone were the remnant of God's Church. In October 2015, after the Feast, 
they found us through the Portuguese UCG website and contacted us rejoicing to know that there were other brethren 
around the world holding on to the faith. 
 

 

Young singles choir at the Feast of Tabernacles in Angola. 
 
The brethren in Angola asked to be recognized as brothers in Christ by UCG's Council of Elders, and for our assistance in 
the form of spiritual food. This was unanimously agreed to by the Council, and on March 8, 2016, Chairman Robin 
Webber wrote the following on behalf of the Council to the brethren in Angola: 
 
"Your unique story and spiritual journey commencing in 1983 to follow God's Word in faithful obedience is truly inspiring 
and reminds us that our Heavenly Father calls those whom He will call, where He will call them, and when He will call 
them (John 6:44) to follow Jesus Christ. It gives cause to rejoice when we consider how great and loving our God truly is. 
It is one thing to take a stand, but it is clearly inspiring to see people remain standing for God's ageless truths no matter 
what, as you have done. You have shared your collective story as a people, and we have been pleased to share with you 
the Internet information and literature that we have to explain the gospel of Jesus Christ and the Kingdom of God... 
 
"Wherever God's Spirit directs any future communication or relationship among our two organizations, please know that 
we approach the membership of the Worldwide Church of God in Angola with deep respect and mutual esteem towards 
our Heavenly Father for what He has brought forth in all of our lives. It is by His grace, mercy and divine revelation alone 
that we are able to serve Him." 
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The brethren in Angola received this letter with great joy and gratitude to God. As a follow up to their request, we send 
regularly to the brethren in Angola a number of the Portuguese edition of Beyond Today magazine (A Boa Nova), 
booklets and correspondence courses. We also visit them regularly and have conducted various leadership training 
workshops in Angola. We also sent some of their leaders to South Africa last year to attend an ABC Continuing Education 
program. Even though they have never asked us for any financial aid, we have voluntarily provided financial assistance 
to improve their restrooms (toilets) in the K-8 community service schools which they run and to complete some of their 
main office projects. 
 
In the last few years, a number of churches with practices not conforming to the newly-elected government authority's 
accepted standards, such as churches promoting 'healing potions' and a 'prosperity-gospel' have appeared in Angola. As 
such, they have decreed that all churches with fewer than 100,000 members would be closed and cease from gathering 
or having any assets, subject to special approval. The Church in Angola submitted an application within the defined time 
frame and is awaiting further instructions. 
 
Congregations in the meantime have been closed, but have subsequently been allowed to re-open following their 
appeal and God's intervention. The latest action by their bank to freeze their account is also very serious, not only 
because it affects the operation of the Church, but also affects the operation of the K-8 schools and teachers that they 
fund as a service to local communities. If the bank account is not given permission to reopen within 3 months by the 
appropriate government authority, then the account will be closed and the funds in the account will be lost. The bank 
account has their income from tithes, as well as the remaining construction finances that UCG's Good Works and UCG's 
Portuguese subsidy has voluntarily sent them for above-mentioned service projects. 
 
The brethren beseech your prayers to our Heavenly Father in Jesus Christ's name, for His intervention in the current 
crises. They are strong in the faith and thank in advance for your prayers, trusting and waiting for God's Will to be done. 
-- Jorge de Campos 

 

Unleavened Bread Cookbook Pre-Ordering 

You can now pre-order a copy of our Unleavened Bread Cookbook, Healthy Eats and Unleavened Treats, through your 

local congregation. We would like a representative in each congregation to take orders and collect money for the 

cookbook. Please sign the order form provided with your name, address, cell number or home phone, e-mail, quantity of 

cookbooks, amount, and total of your order. The cost of the Cookbook is $12.00; please make checks out to "ABC 

Student Fund." Cookbooks should be ready by the first week in April. 

In local areas around Cincinnati, we will deliver your cookbooks, which will help with mailing costs. 

We are excited with the variety of recipes that have been submitted and look forward to sharing them in our cookbook. 

Thank you for your support!  -- ABC Class of 2019 

Good Works Project Opportunities 

Good Works is sponsoring three different volunteer opportunities between June and August 2019! These projects will 

take place in Haiti, French-speaking West Africa, and Ghana! To learn more, donate, or apply for any of these 

opportunities please visit GoodWorks.ucg.org. If you have any questions please e-mail Lena VanAusdle at 

Lena_VanAusdle@ucg.org. 

 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001LdSoAV3bp9X6Gx9bTSwSYResTdov3aI1s_2FyDzqkkE3Mo9pLdcRutr1Bv-Jr6NAoMH7G1bB59f0Oz0Fq6zSXDpZzpCSVozfiPrgmzjjlboZAIGl0RNoq9UcI-za0_R6bKLfPaX6SytVzb4OXMn-X017mW5u7VSaHgRojuxdmOl4mcxV585O-NIsBnXdFfpnPL9wWi_rpo9q0ChJxsJ3QvmJG-qWqMO-R3R8tZ34CPhTE7GPBbQrvsm3PJKi5DsQ&c=z7L7FpfLuLWqftAs4szF0h9dlpisphfN__jdVpJBHumPqL9ak8RhRw==&ch=kAtZ64Zh1JfXws3asdeVgSe22tgSNZTCT8wLdUZZNyw94OLhfo8hNQ==
http://goodworks.ucg.org/
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Bowling Green Mammoth Cave Outing  

We are excited about our 3rd annual congregational camping weekend.  We will be at Mammoth Cave National Park 

April 12-14, 2019. 

We will start the weekend on Friday evening with fellowship around the campsite. 

Saturday morning we will have Sabbath appropriate fellowship opportunities such as a small museum tour inside the 

Visitor Center.  Services will be at 2pm and dress for services this day will be casual, modest clothing! That evening we 

will have a hot dog dinner (donations $5 per person/$20 for families) and more fellowship activities.  Bring some card 

games or board games that are family friendly and appropriate for sharing. 

Sunday we will do a self guided tour (cost is $5 per person). Plus there are a number of cave tours you can reserve to do 

on your own or with others. We will also have an enclosed shelter for fellowship and lunch before departing from the 

weekend. 

We will be reserving group camp sites, and more if needed. We would like a head count so that we know how many 

group sites to reserve.  Please RSVP by Tuesday, April 9th.  I will let those who RSVP know the cost for group sites 

(significant savings for a group).  There will be ample campsites available in the area as well for same day drive ups.  

Group campsites are near the bathrooms (which do have electricity). There is a bathhouse for showers (bring quarters!).  

You will need to purchase firewood from the store at the entrance to the campground.   

All others are welcome to make their own reservations at area hotels.  And you can also make your own cave tours 

reservations for Sunday.   

The number to call is 877-444-6777 or visit recreation.gov or visit the website www.nps.gov for more information on 

Mammoth Cave and area attractions.   

Come for the whole weekend or any part to enjoy the fellowship! 

Feel free to call or email me with any questions, (and I'll share some of the highlights from last year) to RSVP to Sherie 

Spalding-615-512-5533 call or text, OR spalding1221@gmail.com  

 

 

http://recreation.gov/
http://www.nps.gov/
mailto:spalding1221@gmail.com

