
Our Spiritual Gifts

God is completely involved in the giving and empowering of our gifts.

To use these gifts effectively, we must:

1. Realize that all gifts and abilities come from God.

2. Understand that not everyone has the same gifts. We are all needed.

3. It's takes effort to know and use our gifts.

4. We need to dedicate our gifts to God's service and not our personal success, 
and praise from others.

5. Gifts are given not because you earned them.

6. We must be willing to utilize our gifts wholeheartedly, not holding back 
anything from God's service. Our role is to be faithful and to seek ways to 
serve others with what God has given us.

7. Let Love be the over all highest motivation in using our gifts.

God creates a unique place in his church for each of us.

There are many gifts, some people have different gifts, some people have more 

than one , and one gift is not superior to another. 

All gifts are given for the service of the church. 
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Our Spiritual Gifts

God is asking us to use our gifts to contribute to the strength and health of the 

body of believers.

 Ephesians 4: 1 – 16

II Thessalonians 3:13 – Be not weary in well going.

Galations 6:10 – do good to all people, especially unto the household of God.

Our special ability may seem small or large, but it is yours to use in God's service. 
How awesome is that?

Romans 12: 1
We are to give ourselves to Christ as living sacrifices, obeying God loving our 
neighbor and building up those who are weak in the faith. We should be learning 
to serve each better.

I Corin. 12 [15 Gifts]
This chapter of Pauls writings, he is not speaking of the only gifts they are 
examples. 
Other examples in the bible are:

 Romans 12 [7 Gifts]
 Ephesians 4 [5 Gifts]

I Corin. 12: 7 – 11
Our gifts are given to help others. How are we doing?

Read attached article “What Spiritual Gifts Does God Give?”
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What Spiritual Gifts Does God Give?

A genuine spiritual gift aids a Christian in the service of the Church.

he Bible indicates that God gives Christians special help through
His Spirit to serve His Church and to accomplish His work. �e

New Testament mentions numerous gi�s, some that helped the ministry
in their tasks and some that helped the lay members of the Church in
their Christian service. One of many helpful scriptures on the subject is
� Corinthians ��:�-��.

�e Bible addresses the gi� of “tongues” (the ability to speak in di�erent
known languages of the day) in the books of Acts and � Corinthians.
What many churches call “speaking in tongues” today is nothing like
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How can we discover our individual spiritual gifts? How can we use our God-given
gifts?
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what the Bible records. �e miracle that occurred on the Day of
Pentecost in .�. �� (Acts �:�-�) was one of communication—apparently
both in the speaking and the hearing. �e Greek word translated
“tongues” is glossa and means “languages.” �e miracle of speaking in
tongues meant that every member of the audience could hear in his or
her native tongue (language, see Acts �:�-��).

Also, some in the early Church, particularly in Corinth, had the ability
to speak in di�erent languages. In that case, it seems that people were
showing o� their abilities, speaking every language they could,
regardless of whether the people who heard them could understand.
�ey were caught up in their vanity, having lost sight of the fact that one
should always use spiritual gi�s to serve others. Paul wrote chapter �� of
� Corinthians speci�cally to deal with this problem. He pointed out that
the proper use of the gi� of languages would be to speak the language or
languages that the congregation could understand. It would be like
speaking Spanish to a Spanish-speaking audience or French to a French-
speaking audience.

Paul reminded the Christians in Corinth that speaking di�erent
languages was of no real value if an audience could not understand the
words. He admonished them to concentrate more on understandable
communication than on their linguistic abilities.
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All biblical examples of speaking in tongues stand in stark contrast to
the type of “speaking in tongues” done in some churches today, where
the speaker utters a “language” that sounds like gibberish, not an actual
human language.

We see that spiritual gi�s did not control the person who had them,
forcing themselves to the fore. Rather, every individual was responsible
for how he or she used those gi�s (� Corinthians ��:��).

A genuine spiritual gi� aids a Christian in the service of the Church.

A lesson we learn from the mistakes of the Corinthians is that Christians
should be on guard against becoming vain over their individual abilities.
Paul explained in � Corinthians ��:�-� that godly love must inspire the
person using a gi�. �at is, an authentic spiritual gi� is not for the sake
of enhancing one’s personal standing or reputation.

How can we know and use what gi�s we have? Most should be self-
evident. Others may become apparent by looking into our natural
abilities. Matthew ��:�� indicates that God enhances our innate abilities
with His power. �e principal point is that, as we become aware of our
gi�s, we should seek God’s help to use those talents to serve others.
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Our Spiritual Gifts

We will lose them if we don't use them.

I Tim. 4: 14 – 16 

Romans 12: 1 – 8
As steward of our gifts, we are held accountable for using them or not.

I Peter 4: 10 – 11
A steward: manages, prays about, protects, and increases what has been given to 
them, a steward is not wasteful.

How is God glorified when we use our abilities?
 Find scriptures to share at the next bible study about how our serving gives 

glory to God.
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Matthew 5: 16
“Let your good deeds shine out for all to see so that everyone will praise your 
Heavenly Father.”
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Our Spiritual Gifts

We were not designed to be a body of one part. WE NEED EACH OTHER.
We are incomplete without each other. We are to serve and build the body and up 
and growing in love.

Romans 12: 4 – 5

I Thessalonians 5: 11

Hebrews 10: 24

I Peter 4: 10
God has given each of you gifts. Use them well to serve one another.

As you seek to identify and utilize the gifts God has given you, make loving God 
and loving fellow Christians our highest motivation.

Galatians 5: 22 – 26
We must lead by the Holy Spirit in using our gifts.
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Our Spiritual Gifts

Our motivation should be love, no matter what gift we have. If we are lacking 
love, then God is displeased.

I Corin. 13: 1 – 3

Read attached article by Don Hooser – “Love Chapter”

Write scriptures below to share at next bible study that reflect the attitude we 
should have attending church. (Our Father's House)
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________

Ephesians 4: 1 – 16
Working together in love we have unity at church. A sense of peace and joy should
be the vibe. We should be creating a place that Christ would want to come to dwell
amongst us.
Are we a group that God would want to keep the Sabbath with?
We should be asking God to use your unique gifts to contribute to the strength and 
health of the church body.
Psalms 143: 10
“Teach me to do your will for You are my God”

Hebrews 5: 12 – 14
Commitment to Christ should move us out of our comfort zone...

God has given us these gifts because he loves us. As we seek to identify and utilize
the gifts make loving God and loving our brethren our highest motivation.
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1 Corinthians 13
The Bible's "Love Chapter"
Posted on Jun 9, 2008
by Don Hooser (https://www.ucg.org/user/don-hooser)
Estimated reading time: 2 minutes

No matter which gift we have, if we are lacking love, then in God's sight we are nothing!

he rest of this letter from the apostle Paul shows that some
Corinthian church members sought certain spiritual gi�s with a

wrong motive—to gain superior status. In � Corinthians ��:�� (���), Paul
said, “And now I will show you the most excellent way”— the right
motive and approach for exercising all spiritual gi�s—the way of love.

©Photos.com

One Bible chapter—1 Corinthians 13—is aptly known as the love chapter since it
gives us a beautiful description of what godly love is like!

https://www.ucg.org/user/don-hooser
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In � Corinthians ��:�-�, Paul mentions several impressive gi�s. No matter
which gi� we have, if we are lacking love, then in God’s sight we are
nothing! Without love, the gi� is tarnished, the results are ine�ectual
and God is displeased. � Corinthians ��:� shows that even self-sacri�cing,
charitable works can be done with motives other than true love.

� Corinthians ��:� through � Corinthians ��:� tell us some of the
characteristics of true love: Love is not sel�sh or self-centered. It is kind,
humble, forgiving, courteous, not easily angered, respectful, trusting,
positive and hopeful. It also gives us spiritual resilience and patience so
that it willingly “endures all things” to obey and serve God.

What does 1 Corinthians 13:8 mean when it says prophecies will fail?
(/bible-study-tools/bible-questions-and-answers/what-does-1-corinthians-
13-verse-8-mean-when-it-says)

Envy and competition create division, as was the case in the Corinthian
church. Love is the great uni�er.

� Corinthians ��:�� points out that emotional and spiritual maturity is
best summed up by love.

We may tend to rank faith and hope alongside love, “but the greatest of
these is love” (� Corinthians ��:��).
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As the New Living Translation says in � Corinthians ��:�, “Let love be
your highest goal”!

Learn more about the outgoing concern for the others that the Bible
de�nes as true love. 
�e Fruit of the Spirit - Love: �e Ground From Which Spiritual Fruit
Springs (/the-good-news/the-fruit-of-the-spirit-love-the-ground-from-
which-spiritual-fruit-springs) 
When God’s Spirit is at work in a person, amazing things happen. �e
person’s whole life blossoms and bears beautiful fruit. And the most
wonderful fruit of all is the giving and receiving of true love.

(https://www.ucg.org/user/don-hooser)
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from Detroit, Michigan.  They have three grown children, Amy, Randy, and
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with a degree in mechanical engineering, and graduated in 1966 from

Ambassador College, Big Sandy.  Don and Elsie married two days after

Don’s graduation.
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Spiritual Gifts Exercise Instructions

The following short Spiritual Gifts exercise is only meant to be an aid to provoke 
thought and prompt you to study and explore.  

Each gift has a brief summary description... once you have identified what may be 
your likely gift(s)... please do a personal study to find scriptures on your particular 
gift(s) and note those and any insight you've come to. Looking forward to your 
sharing at our next meeting!  
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   Spiritual Gifts Discovery Exercise
A help to discover your Spiritual Gifts.  Check the items which best describe you. 
 
1. _____ I prefer serving by myself rather than in a group.  G 

2. _____ People often say I am impulsive and direct.     A 

3. _____ My financial resources are above average.     A 

4. _____ I like to counsel people on a short-term basis.     D 

5. _____ I am a task-oriented person.     G 

6. _____ I love directing other people’s work.     B 

7. _____ It’s natural for me to show kindness to people.     E 

8. _____ People learn easily from me.     C 

9. _____ I can be very persuasive.     F 

10. _____ More than 10 percent of my income goes for Christian causes.     A 

11. _____ People often follow my advice.     D 

12. _____ I normally review a number of sources before sharing on a subject.     C 

13. _____ I like to recruit and lead people.     B 

14. _____ One-on-one relationships are important to me.     E 

15. _____ I possess a variety of talents and abilities.    G 

16. _____ I want to measure everything by God’s Word.     F 

17. _____ Material possessions don’t mean much to me.     A 

18. _____ Discouraged people are encouraged by my words.     D 

19. _____ Being accurate and truthful are important to me.     C 

20. _____ I love the challenge of accomplishing an organization goal.     G 

21. _____ Other people’s spiritual welfare genuinely concerns me.     D 

22. _____ I usually make quick decisions.     F 

23. _____ I look for ways to help the unfortunate and downtrodden.     E 

24. _____ Criticism doesn’t bother me.     C 

25. _____ I often volunteer my time and talents to worthwhile causes.     G 

26. _____ I am usually self-confident.     B 

27. _____ I don’t expect repayment for favors I do for others.     E 

28. _____ I enjoy being responsible for the success of the group.     B 

29. _____ When a question about truth comes up, I am normally right.     F 

30. _____ Deadlines challenge me, and I usually meet them on time.     B 

31. _____ People in pain are comforted by my presence.     D 

Total your checks:  A _____, B _____, C_____, D _____, E _____, F _____, G _____                         

                      * Total of 3 or more after a letter likely indicates a Spiritual Gift for you. 



Exploration Sheet 
For Spiritual Gifts Discovery Exercise                                         

 
A. GIVING 
You contribute material resources, and do God’s work with liberality and cheerfulness.  You 
contribute sacrificially, motivate others, and don’t shun pressure or publicity.  Romans 12:13 – 
“Share with God’s people.” 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
 B. ADMINISTRATION 
You lead and communicate in such a way that people work harmoniously to reach goals for 
God’s purpose.  You enjoy being a leader and can endure adverse reaction to get the job done.  
You enjoy seeing tasks complete; are able to set guidelines, schedules, and policies; and can 
delegate to get the work done.  Romans 12:14 – “Bless those who persecute you.” 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________  
 C. TEACHING 
You communicate the truth with obvious results.  You believe your gift is foundational and work 
systematically and with accuracy.  Romans 12:11 – “Keep spiritual fervor.” 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
D. SHARER OF FAITH (EXHORTATION ) 
You serve others by giving comfort, consolation, and encouragement so people feel helped and 
healed.  Problems are only challenges, and you are drawn to those seeking spiritual growth.  You 
can share personal failures to prompt others to talk.  Learning and teaching practical information 
is your desire.  Romans 12:12 – “Joyful, patient and faithful.” 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
E. MERCY 
You feel compassion for those who are suffering and perform deeds to reflect God’s love.  You 
are naturally drawn to hurting people, sensitive, giving, loving and desire healing.  Romans 
12:15-16 – “Rejoice with those who rejoice, mourn with mourners, live in harmony.” 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
F.      SHARER OF TRUTH (PROPHECY) 
The goal of those who have this gift is to bring persons face to face with God.  You 
discern, reveal motives and actions, have strong convictions and a need to express them.  
Impulsive, direct, and persuasive, you normally are a strong person.  Romans 12:9 – “Love must 
be sincere, hate evil, cling to good.” 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________  
 G. SERVING (VOLUNTEER) 
You identify and meet the needs of others using personal as well as other resources.  You see 
needs and enjoy responding.  You work best short-term and alone (do it now and quickly).  You 
possess endurance and stamina and have a tendency to do too much.  Romans 12:10 – “Be 
devoted, honor one another.” 
_________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________  
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