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September 13, 2019 
 
This Sunday it is only four weeks until the opening night of the Feast of Tabernacles.  As we prepare for that wonderful 
time to celebrate God’s kingdom being set up on earth, let’s not overlook the vital spiritual importance of the Feast of 
Trumpets and Day of Atonement.  We need to be doing personal Bible study preparing for those two holy days.   The 
Feast of Trumpets reminds us, although there are terrible times to come before Christ’s return, Christ is coming to 
change the saints into eternal children of God and save the world.  The Day of Atonement reminds us of Christ’s great  
atoning sacrifice, His role as High Priest of the New Covenant and our special relationship with God.    
 
Tomorrow is the monthly Sabbath Bible study and potluck in Nashville.  Afterwards there will be a hymn sing. 

Earlier this week an update was sent out on Kay Paetzmann:  “I went to the orthopedic doctor yesterday and he ruled 
out the tethered cord which gave me such relief to hear! He did say the spondylolisthesis is unstable and I will have to 
have a spinal fusion at some point. But today I saw another doctor saying otherwise on the fusion! I will gladly go with 
his recommendations and see what happens. I'm feeling more positive about things and so thankful for all the prayers 
and concern shown to me. Please remember me in prayer because I am definitely improving.”  She is doing better but 
still suffering and is asking for continued prayers.  Here is how she describes her present symptoms:  “I would be much 
encouraged if the numbness and tingling would improve because it's constant now.” 

Update from Cheryl Bean:  “ I got the results of the blood tests and there is no blood cancer! I am very low on vitamin D 
and also pre diabetic. They said to watch my diet for three months and have it checked again.  I still have the 
colonoscopy to go, which they haven’t set up. I still feel pretty bad and the fevers are still going on. But for now very 
thankful there is no cancer in my blood. Thanks so much for all the prayers.” 

Update from Sue Robbins:  “Yesterday I went for my monthly cancer checkup. Happily the blood work was good and no 
new lumps were found. The eye is still troublesome but I don't see that doctor till later this month. Love to all and thank 
you for your prayers!” 

Winter Camp 

We are only a few months away from the beginning of Winter Camp 2019. Space is filling up so you need to apply soon if 
you plan to come to Winter Camp this year. Camp runs from December 26 to January 1st. You can find all the 
information about camp and apply at http://uyc.ucg.org/camp/winter-camp  I look forward to seeing you at another 
great year of Winter Camp!  -- Aaron Creech 

Winter Family Weekend Registration                                                                                                                                             

We are pleased to announce that registration is open for the 2019 Winter Family Weekend, starting Sunday, August 25, 
at wfw.ucg.org.  The year's event begins with a Bible Study on Friday night, December 20, with activities through 
Tuesday, December 24.  Early team registration is available until November 3, and late registration is available at a 
higher fee until November 18. Thanks in advance to those who register early; it helps with our planning to make this a 
positive event for all involved. 

UNITED CHURCH OF GOD 

 Jackson, Murfreesboro and Nashville 

From the desk of Gary Petty 

 

 

http://uyc.ucg.org/camp/winter-camp
http://wfw.ucg.org/
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Life Lesson:  Ways of the Wicked                                                                                                                                                       
by Gary Petty 

Wicked is the English translation of a Hebrew word Solomon often uses in Proverbs.  It means “wrongdoing” or “being in 
the wrong.”  Wicked “also denotes a category of people who have done wrong, are still living in sin, and are intent on 
continuing with wrongdoing” (Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Biblical Words).  

How the word wicked is used in the book of Proverbs reveals the full meaning and seriousness of wickedness.  Take time 
to study each of these verses and write down what they teach about the ways of the wicked.   

Points to build on     

Example:  Proverbs 2:10-15:  My heart should be filed with wisdom, knowledge and discretion so that I will be safe from 
people who speak perversely.  The ways of the wicked are to rejoice in evil and be devious.  

Proverbs 3:25-26:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 3:31-35:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 4:14-19:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 5:21-23:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 10:2-3, 6-7:_________________________________________________________________________________  

Proverbs 10:16:_____________________________________________________________________________________  

Proverbs 10:20:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 10:23-25, 27-32:_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 11:18:_________________________________________________________________ ____________________ 

Proverbs 11:23:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 12:2-3:________________________________________________________________ ____________________ 

Proverbs 12:5-7:_____________________________________________________________________________________  

Proverbs 12:10:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 12:12-13:___________________________________________________________________________________  

Proverbs 12:26:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 13:5-6:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 14:17:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 14:32:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Proverbs 15:8-9:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 15:28:-29___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 17:15:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 17:23:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 18:5:______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 19:28:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 21:7:______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 21:10:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 21:27:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 21:29:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 24:16:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 24:19-20:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 24:23-25:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 26:23-27:___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 28:1:______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 28:4:______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 28:12, 15, 28, 29:2:  What is the common theme in these verses?_____________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 29:7:______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 29:12:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Proverbs 29:27:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Application 

It is important to write down the meaning and practical application of each verse about the ways of the wicked.  Look up 
the verses in alternate Bible translations.  Think about how they apply to God’s standards of right and wrong. This is a 
good study to do with a group as you take turns reading from different translations and discussing the meaning of the 
Proverbs.    
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Personal From the President... 

Dear fellow servants of God, 

This week we focus our attention on the serious trials for our people in the Caribbean, both in the Bahamas and in Haiti. 

I would like to share the following reports from senior pastor Chuck Smith. 

Hurricane Dorian 

As you may have seen on the news, Hurricane Dorian has been one of the most powerful Atlantic storms on record. The 

Washington Post reported last week that "Dorian will go 

down in infamy as being the most destructive storm to 

hit Grand Bahama Island or Great Abaco Island." The 

hurricane's onslaught was particularly acute because it 

stalled over this area, hardly moving as it continued to 

wreak havoc (the hurricane reportedly pummeled the 

Bahamas for more than two days). 

Caribbean area senior pastor Chuck Smith and his 

assistant Jeff Lockhart have organized the first shipment 

of emergency relief that will be delivered by boat to the 

brethren in Freeport. With generous help from Home 

Depot, Ferguson Supply, Publix, and funds provided by 
Abaco Island and Marsh Harbour Bahamas on Sept. 5, 2019, devastated by                                                                                                                     

Hurricane Dorian. (U.S. Customs and Border Protection photo by Kris Grogan) 

Good Works, they are prepared to make this first shipment Monday (anticipated arrival by Wednesday). This will provide 

the brethren (10 members and their families) with much needed food, water and rebuilding supplies. This first shipment 

consists of bottled water, rice, crackers, peanut butter, canned goods and other food stuffs, two shallow water pumps to 

get some fresh water with the help of a generator, flashlights and a solar radio, heavy duty can openers, 25 interior and 

exterior doors to replace those on the members' houses that were blown off by the wind or damaged by the flood 

waters. Once the doors are in place, most of the members will be able to lock and secure their houses (crime and looting 

are now a real concern). The shipment also contains electric wire, plugs and switches to replace the saltwater-damaged 

ones in the houses (the hope is to get those changed out before the island's electric grid is up and running). The island is 

still without water or electricity, with no end in sight to the outages. The brethren had food and water stored before the 
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hurricane, but their supplies are getting low. This first shipment should arrive just in time. UCG members Mark and 

Wendy Mackey have been looking after the brethren and their families through this whole ordeal and will continue their 

work; we are blessed to have such servants on the ground in Grand Bahamas. 

We thank you for the generous donations of $12,865 of our $35,000 goal (as of today). To donate, please visit 

https://www.ucg.org/members/service-projects/hurricane-dorian-relief (please note on checks or online donations that 

funds are earmarked for Good Works - Bahamas). We will post updates as we receive them. 

Update on Haiti 

For the past several weeks, there has been a severe gas shortage in Haiti. The average person has NO access to gasoline, 

including our deacon, Joseph Jean. The gas tank on his vehicle is empty. He is unable to pick up members he usually 

transports to services and Bible studies each week, so they are unable to attend (about half the congregation). Chuck 

Smith needs to make a trip before the Feast to arrange things, but has had to postpone it twice. If this continues, he will 

not even be able to go over for the Feast, and they will only have a small, local Feast, without all the wonderful treats 

many have been collecting for them. The problem is greed and corruption--there is gas available, but gas stations close 

during the day and sell it by night to nefarious people who turn around and sell it at extravagant prices that are out of 

reach for the general population. Also, tanker trucks are being hijacked and the fuel stolen. Chuck Smith has talked to 

various Haitians who have lived in South Florida for many years but still stay in contact with relatives there. They say 

conditions are much worse now than even during the "Papa Doc" and "Baby Doc" days. Although dictators, they at least 

kept order. 

In addition, the withdrawal of United Nations peace-keeping forces from Haiti coincides with the Fall Holy Days, and no 

one knows what the consequences will be to the already riot-prone, chaotic nation. 

Your prayers for peace, and for alleviation of this gas shortage are much appreciated. Chuck Smith will have to make a 

decision regarding the Feast by October 1, so time is of the essence. 

Patience--embrace the uncomfortable 

Real patience is a spiritual gift that we all want, and as the ironic humorous saying goes, we generally want it now. We 

have to exercise the spiritual gift of patience when we're out of our comfort zone. As disciples of Jesus Christ, patience is 

what we need when we're provoked and we naturally want to lash out. Patience is what we need in the middle of a 

seemingly never-ending financial or physical trial, right when our spiritual reserves of patience may seem in short 

supply. 

Patience (Greek makrothumia) is the fourth spiritual attribute or "fruit" that Paul says actively reflects a Christian who 

has God's Holy Spirit living and working in him or her (Galatians 5:22-23). 

The spiritual gift of patience gives us the remarkable means to embrace the uncomfortable, to settle in and temporarily 

accept whatever painful trial or disturbing situation we may find ourselves in. 

To be successful in life, we often have to be patient, even when we don't want to or don't feel like it. The good news is 

that our heavenly Father is abundantly patient, and desires to share this spiritual element of strength with us in much 

greater measure than we produce ourselves. 

How do we acquire and use spiritual patience? The Greek word transliterated makrothumia literally means to be "long-

passioned." People who exhibit the spiritual fruit of makrothumia show restraint in a moment where others would burst 

https://www.ucg.org/members/service-projects/hurricane-dorian-relief
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out with anger. It has much to do with forbearance, which is directly related to mercy, compassion and self-control. This 

quality is also spiritually described as "longsuffering." 

A great example of how a man of God lacked patience and self-control but ultimately received and learned how to use 

this spiritual gift is demonstrated in the life of Moses. We often think of Moses' time in the "wilderness" as the time 

when he was leading the Israelites through the desert for 40 long years. But consider the time of Moses' earlier 

wandering around for four long decades in the desert as "a foreigner in a foreign land" (Exodus 2:22, New Living 

Translation). Those were his personal "wilderness years." 

Let's briefly review the story. Moses as a young man had it all. Back then he was living in luxury and comfort, a member 

of the Egyptian Pharaoh's royal household. One day he happened to witness a despicable act. An Egyptian was unfairly 

beating a Hebrew, whom Moses recognized as one of "his people." But, instead of thinking before acting, we read that 

after "looking in all directions to make sure no one was watching, Moses killed the Egyptian and hid the body in the 

sand" (Exodus 2:12, NLT). 

Moses was probably outraged, but it was still a rash act. It was murder. Things quickly got worse. Someone evidently 

saw the act, as word spread rapidly about this high-ranking member of Pharaoh's household and what he did. 

The result? "Sure enough, Pharaoh heard what had happened, and then tried to kill Moses. But Moses fled from 

Pharaoh and went to live in the land of Midian" (verse 15). 

Ancient Midian was on the northeast side of the Red Sea, about some 300 miles east. Once there and out of the reach of 

Egyptian authorities, Moses settled down and exchanged his luxurious life in the royal Egyptian household for a humble 

desert life among sheep and camels, a "foreigner in a foreign land." 

During that period, he had plenty of time--40 years' worth!--to think about what a rash act of murder cost him. Instead 

of being waited on, he had a new life of hard physical labor. 

Nevertheless, as an uncomfortable "foreigner in a foreign land," Moses was in the middle of a long learning period, a 

time when he learned longsuffering. He had no idea what God was preparing him for, and had no idea if God was even 

preparing him for anything! During those 40 years we have no record of any angel from God visiting Moses to reveal 

how he would soon be leading more than a million people. For four straight decades, Moses just got up every day, 

tended his flocks, raised his son, lived among his wife's people and laid down at the end of the day for a night's sleep. 

But over many years, Moses learned how to receive and apply the spiritual gift of patience. Later, when Moses is 

unexpectedly thrust into a top human leadership position, we see remarkable instances of patience in action. The man 

of rash acts is generally gone. Time and time again, Moses prays for and entreats God Himself to be merciful. Moses 

patiently endures taunts and rebellion, even from his own family. The grumblings of more than a million people weigh 

heavily. But the spiritual fruit of patience enables Moses to win. Although an imperfect human, he remains patiently 

faithful to the end, even when he is barred from entering the Promised Land. 

What about you and me? In my half century of being a pastor, I have seen injustice and wrongful acts that seem to go 

unpunished, sometimes for very long periods. I have also seen people suffer for the consequences of their own mistakes 

and sins. But when I have seen or experienced unjust situations, I take comfort in David's words: "Be still in the presence 

of the LORD, and wait patiently for him to act. Don't worry about evil people who prosper or fret about their wicked 

schemes...Do not lose your temper--it only leads to harm" (Psalm 37:7-8, NLT). Why? "Soon the wicked will disappear. 

Though you look for them, they will be gone" (verse 10). God will deliver people at the appropriate time! 
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These situations can be a way in which God provides learning opportunities for real spiritual growth--I have often seen 

the trial or period of uncomfortable situations end marvelously, often with God's favor opening new and unexpected 

doors--similar to what He did for Moses. 

King David wrote: "The meek shall inherit the land, and delight themselves in abundant peace" (Psalm 37:11, English 

Standard Version). Ever read those words somewhere else? They were magnified by Jesus Christ Himself in Matthew 

5:5: "Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth." 

And of course, we know that Moses himself is described in the King James Version as being "very meek, above all the 

men which were upon the face of the earth" (Numbers 12:3). 

God will take care of us. We will be delivered. Like Moses, we may have to learn "longsuffering," but this process of 

learning patience will also bring the priceless qualities of humility, compassion and mercy, as we ourselves become 

meek and humble (Micah 6:8). 

God has called you to a great purpose. Like David, when facing trials or challenging situations, we can be still. We can 

appropriately accept and relax into the situation where we are learning how to receive and apply divine patience. With 

God's help and encouragement, we can embrace the uncomfortable, allowing God to prepare us for His purpose in 

marvelous ways! 

In Christ's service, 

 

Victor Kubik 

From Ministerial and Member Services... 
 

 

Rob and Tina Slocum 

 
We are pleased to announce that Rob Slocum has accepted the role of pastor for the Seattle, Washington, congregation. 
Rob and his wife, Tina, have been actively involved in the United Church of God from its inception and are part of the 
fabric of the Northwest. They have reared four children and worked at UYC Camps while living and serving in Eugene, 
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Portland, The Dalles and Sedro-Woolley congregations. Rob has been serving as an Assistant Pastor in Portland for about 
a year. Rob and Tina are excited about the transition into the full-time ministry and are eager to serve the brethren in 
the Seattle area. They will be moving to the Seattle area sometime after the Feast of Tabernacles, but will be traveling to 
Seattle frequently in the meantime. We greatly appreciate the fine job John Petrisor has been doing as interim pastor. 
He will continue as such until the Slocums make their move to Seattle. 
 
-- Mark Welch, Ministerial and Member Services 
 

New Project Begins: Beyond Today Interviews 
 
Beyond Today television has begun a new video project titled: Beyond Today Interviews. The first three programs have 
been recorded and will be available for viewing in about a month's time. 
 
Beyond Today presenter Darris McNeely has recorded the following three topics to date:  

 Ben Light about the modern challenges we face educating our teenagers in high school. 
 Steven Britt about the possibility of other life in our universe. 
 Andi Chapman about end of life choices, hospice and palliative care. 

 

 
The format of these interviews (usually split into two, 20-minute parts), allows for a wide range of topics to be discussed 
in a broader way than is possible with our formal Beyond Today television program. They will air on our streaming 
devices--like Roku, Amazon Fire TV, iOS devices, Android devices and Samsung smart TVs--using our Beyond Today App. 
They will also be available on our Beyond Today YouTube channel in a separate playlist. 
 
As we progress, plans are to interview experts on a wide variety of topics of interest to our membership and the public 
at large. The format will also allow for interviews with experts on scientific, historic and other matters who are not 
members of the United Church of God. 
 
We look forward to launching the first round of completed interviews in about a month or so. We pray they will provide 
an additional avenue of interest to our viewers as we work to preach the good news of the Kingdom of God. 
 
--Peter Eddington, Media and Communications Services 

 


