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September 20, 2019 
 
An announcement came from the Home Office this week that is both exciting and a little sad.  The Creeches are 
being assigned to their first pastorate and will be moving the end of November.  We will all miss their family, but 
God’s calling to the ministry means that we have to go where we are needed.  This is one of a number of transfers 
happening after the Feast of Tabernacles.  Here is the announcement from Ministerial and Member Services:    

We are pleased to announce the following upcoming pastoral transfers:  

Aaron and Whitney Creech will be transferred to the Sacramento area where Aaron will pastor the 
congregations in Sacramento (California) and Reno (Nevada). We would like to thank Wayne Dunlap and Mark 
Fike who will continue to serve as interim pastors until Mr. Creech has moved into the area.  

Bart and Joan Bornhorst will be transferred to eastern Pennsylvania, where Bart will pastor the Lewistown, York 
and Bethlehem congregations, replacing Aaron Creech. 

Joshua and Lizzie Creech will be transferred to central Indiana where Joshua will pastor the congregations in 
Indianapolis and Ft. Wayne, replacing Bart Bornhorst. Joshua is currently an Assistant Pastor serving with Gary 
Petty in Tennessee. 

These relocations are expected to occur near the end of November. We would greatly appreciate your prayers 
and support of all three families as they transition to serve God and His people in these new assignments. 

Mark Welch, MMS Operation Manager 

Tomorrow is the Pilgrim Festival in downtown Franklin.  This may create a lot more traffic than usual.  Keep this in mind 
when considering travel time to and from services.   Also, the I-65/I-440 intersection will be closed tomorrow.  
Tomorrow is the monthly Bible study and potluck in Murfreesboro.    

We had a wonderful hymn sing last week after the potluck in Nashville.  Tim Duncan gives this report:    

We had such an enjoyable hymn sing Saturday evening in Nashville-United Church of God with about 33 people 
in attendance!  Paul in the Bible mentions twice to speak to each other with "psalms, hymns and spiritual 
songs."  Why?  Because the words impact you and are very inspiring!  In the hymn, "Onward Christian Soldiers" 
it has in it, "Like a mighty army, moves the church of God, brothers we are treading where the saints have trod."  
David, Paul and Peter!  Also, this same hymn has in it, "this through countless ages, men and angels sing."  
Anytime we sing angels can participate in listening and singing the words.  The wording is so meaningful!  Don't 
forget to speak to each other in "psalms, hymns and spiritual songs!"  You will be glad you did!!!  

Update on Ann Pierini:  “First of all, thank you all for your ongoing prayers for my mom and my family with what she is 
going through. She is scheduled to have surgery Friday, Sept. 27.  She is in good spirits and remains hopeful this will be 
the end of it!! They are removing two more lymph nodes in the neck and possibly a third that could be located in a 
precarious spot which would cause the breastbone to have to be cut. We are hoping once again that that won't have to 
happen. We thank you for your prayers and we know that God has been in this situation with her from the start and still 
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is. Hope all of you have a good week and thank you so much for the cards, prayers, and words of encouragement!!!”        
—Tosha Meadows & family 

Feast of Trumpets and Day of Atonement 

Nashville and Murfreesboro will have combined Feast of Trumpets services on September 30 at the Fellowship United 
Methodist Church, 2511 New Salem Highway, in Murfreesboro.  This is the same place where we had combined services 
last year.  The combined choirs are planning to sing special music on the holy day.  Tables will be set up so people can 
bring their own lunch.   Services will be at 10:00 am and 2:00 pm.   Feast of Trumpets services in Jackson with be at 
10:30 am.    

Services the Day of Atonement on October 9 will be at our regular halls.  Times:  Jackson 10:30 am; Murfreesboro 1:00 
pm and 2:00 pm in Brentwood. 

 
Winter Family Weekend Registration                                                                                                                                             
 
We are pleased to announce that registration is open for the 2019 Winter Family Weekend, starting Sunday, August 25, 
at wfw.ucg.org.  The year's event begins with a Bible Study on Friday night, December 20, with activities through 
Tuesday, December 24.  Early team registration is available until November 3, and late registration is available at a 
higher fee until November 18. Thanks in advance to those who register early; it helps with our planning to make this a 
positive event for all involved. 
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Personal From the President... 

Dear fellow servants of God, 

Reinventing Ourselves 

The United Church of God is nearing its 25th anniversary. This time is proving to be one of critical reflection. In recent 

months, this milestone has led many at the home office, on the Council of Elders and elsewhere to ponder and consider: 

Where have we been? Where are we now? And perhaps most importantly, where are we going? 

Perhaps you have asked these questions yourselves. 

Reflecting these questions in a general way, Donald Ward, the chairman of the Council of Elders, recently made some 

insightful and remarkable comments. He openly emphasized in his recent summary comments to the Council of Elders 

that the United Church of God needs to consider "reinventing ourselves." This comment fit squarely with the many 

discussions that have recently been taking place around our upcoming 25th anniversary. 

When we talk about "reinventing ourselves," we are not talking about what we believe. For certain, the biblical truth of 

God is eternal and unchangeable. The magnificent truths of the Sabbath, of the Holy Days that we are about to observe, 

http://wfw.ucg.org/
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the true understanding of the role of Jesus Christ, the knowledge of the insightful Royal Law that daily guides our 

behavior, and the plan of God for humanity. These represent precious hard-won truths that make up the core of who we 

are. We must never part with these. 

Reinventing ourselves has to do with living and working in a secularized world that increasingly is openly hostile to the 

Bible and biblical truth. In a secular world that rejects biblical authority, how do we effectively preach the gospel of the 

Kingdom of God? How do our members cope and live in a society that is quickly abandoning nearly all semblance of 

biblical morals? Further, and perhaps most important of all for future generations, how do our children and the young 

adults of the Church stay grounded in the truth and live lives of success in a society going mad? 

Dr. Ward, who is a former senior college administrator, talked to the Council about the need to support parents, 

children and young adults. He was focused on "helping the parents during a time like this," where people in society 

openly attack people for embracing a belief in God. 

Society today increasingly tramples on and rejects biblical authority, putting our young people to hard tests. Dr. Ward 

noted that with the incredible experience of the Church's youth camps, young people in the Church "may be so excited 

through their teen years" about biblical truth, but then comes a challenging "transitional period between high school 

and college and the first year of college" that often proves to be a difficult time to stay grounded and committed to the 

truth of God. It is during this critical transition time that young people can be in danger of slipping away. 

The Church, he emphasized, needs to reinvent itself to address these critical societal changes and provide highly 

relevant spiritual tools for young people to survive and thrive. This includes opportunities for them to be together, like 

at Ambassador Bible College and church-sponsored young adult gatherings. 

Related to all of this, Darris McNeely and I have been having an extended discussion about the past 25 years and the 

next 25 years of the Church on the Inside United podcast (https://www.ucg.org/inside-united-podcast/inside-united-

podcast-135-darris-mcneely-the-next-25-years-preaching-the-truth). I hope you will listen to them. Darris, one of the 

Beyond Today presenters and a frequent contributor to Church publications, also recently delivered a remarkable 

sermon (https://www.ucg.org/sermons/united-church-of-god-the-next-25-years-challenges-opportunities) on the 

challenges of the next 25 years for the church. 

Darris noted in the most recent podcast that we are "entering an increasingly secular world and a world that is 

increasingly hostile to biblical values, to biblical truth." He summed up the challenge for church members today: "We 

have to learn how to live godly in an age of ungodliness." 

Learning how to live a godly life in challenging times like these also means we need to examine ourselves and see how 

we can improve. 

Dr. Ward addressed this, referencing a regular conference call he and I have weekly: "On Thursday mornings, [Mr. Kubik] 

calls and we have a little discussion--sometimes a bigger discussion--maybe 30 minutes, usually--and I've talked about 

reinventing ourselves and really trying to do something that would fire up the church to increase the energy and 

excitement." 

These Thursday conferences, as Dr. Ward mentioned to the Council, are open and honest discussions, even to the point 

of admitting that sometimes the weekly church presentations in our congregations are "stale." To build more energy and 

excitement into our weekly church meetings, Dr. Ward noted that "some of those things we could do--shorter sermons 

and more focused sermons and improving our messages--we really need to focus on...we really need more excitement 

and energy in the local churches." 

https://www.ucg.org/inside-united-podcast/inside-united-podcast-135-darris-mcneely-the-next-25-years-preaching-the-truth
https://www.ucg.org/inside-united-podcast/inside-united-podcast-135-darris-mcneely-the-next-25-years-preaching-the-truth
https://www.ucg.org/sermons/united-church-of-god-the-next-25-years-challenges-opportunities
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As Darris McNeely noted in our recent podcast, "There are some challenges that we are going to have to honestly 

address in order to be effective communicators." 

As a formal assembly, for nearly 25 years we together have earnestly been seeking to preach the gospel, to follow God's 

lead in preparing a people for service in the Kingdom of God, and caring for the people whom God calls in this age. 

Can we do this better? The answer is yes. 

I have publicly stated and fervently believe that the best years of the United Church of God still lie ahead. My wife Bev 

and I have personally been greatly encouraged by our recent visits to Angola, Zambia, India and elsewhere where we 

were humbled by members and families standing fast, even in great physical adversity. We saw the power of God at 

work in these and other places. God is not limited. He works with Americans, with people in Latin America, with people 

in Asia and elsewhere. He calls and supports whom He will (John 6:44). 

Through it all, including the past 25 years, we have seen the steadying hand of Jesus Christ, who is the true and living 

Head of the United Church of God, which is truly part of the spiritual assembly of God Himself! We certainly have not 

done everything perfectly. But we have never given up. And we have never forgotten who the Head of this Church is, 

and where real spiritual power comes from. 

As we enter this marvelous Holy Day season, a time which pictures the capstone of God's incredible plan for humanity, I 

would like to make a personal request. 

During this Holy Day season, I ask that each of you set aside some special time to pray for the United Church of God. I 

ask that you pray that we can all better fix our eyes, our lives and our focus on the living Head of this Church, Jesus 

Christ, who Himself is in total harmony with God the Father. Ask our loving Father to show us how to better have the 

energy, the power and the love that comes from His word, the word of truth. Ask Him how we can better stir up the gift 

of God's Holy Spirit that is within us (2 Timothy 1:6)! 

We have achieved much over the past 25 years. Now is the time to look forward, to truly seek God's will, to truly seek to 

reinvent ourselves in a way that better achieves our purpose as a church--preaching the gospel, preparing a people and 

helping and caring for each other in love. 

In Acts 4:33, we read of a time when the early church--a tiny group of people--was proclaiming the truth of God "with 

great power." It was a time of a great favor from God as well. It says that "great grace was upon them all." These times 

are not over! 

Let us be about our Father's business, rededicating ourselves to announcing and preparing for God's marvelous 

Kingdom--what eye has not seen nor ear heard--with fresh energy, excitement and renewed love! 

In Christ's service, 

 

Victor Kubik 
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Zambia Youth Camps 

United Youth Camps programs were held in two different parts of Zambia in August, when the schools are closed and 

the crops are reaped. Here are excerpts from the reports that were submitted. 

Mufulira, Copperbelt, Zambia 

In Mufulira we had 38 in attendance from five different areas. The venue was at our Church property in Mufulira, for the 

first time. The facilities were well-organized and the sleeping arrangements were awesome--we all had our own 

mattresses and there was no water shortage. The dining hall was large enough to cater for all. Our UYC coincided with 

the Seventh-day Adventist camp meeting, and it was wonderful to notice that whenever our youths went for road run at 

4:30 a.m., the SDA youths could come and join us. 

 

It was a fun-filled zone with new games and activities, Bible puzzles and Bible Race. 

Speakers focused on Christian Living, life skills, financial discipline and career planning. Subjects included "Was it always 

this way" (Galatians 1:3), "Learn to discern" (Ezekiel 44:23), "God's way works" (John 10:10), "Transform, Do not 

conform" (Romans 12:2) and "Be a Light" (Matthew 5:14-16). The lessons were presented and adapted to the levels of 

the learners and the campers responded positively to the lessons. It was very encouraging to see that most of our young 

people were interested in learning the word of God. 

On the Sabbath, the Mufulira congregation joined camp and our youth gave a sermonette and split sermon. The day was 

full of special music, memory verses and a poem that was drawn from this year's theme. That evening we had an awards 

ceremony together with fun show and dance. 

Recreation included darts, football, volleyball, tug of peace, needle race and bottle race. One day we went to a boating 

club nearby where we enjoyed soccer, swimming and a boat cruise for about 4 hours--this was the greatest of all. 

We want to thank all those concerned for your support, be it financially or spiritually as we really appreciate this great 

privilege you give us and in the future we plan to shine even more. We are grateful to our Father in Heaven for blessing 
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us with a wonderful, safe camp as we meditate on His word by "Living God's Way Today" so that one day we shall be 

sons and daughters in God's family. 

-- Rodrick Epomba and Derrick Pringle 

Full report and more photos at https://kubik.org/2019-united-youth-camp-at-mufulira-copperbelt-zambia/ 

Verino, Zambia 

It's been another wonderful experience of youth camp at Verino this year. Campers and staff working together to 

achieve a common goal, eternal life. This year's theme, "Living God's Way Today," was incorporated into the many 

activities that were put in place. 

In a world where the law of God and His commandments are not regarded anymore, it can be a challenge to live God's 

way, but this special time reminds us of what God expects of us and encourages us, especially our youths, that it is 

possible to live a godly way of life. With compass check every morning and Christian living every evening, our youths 

were able to learn and even participate in sharing how best we can live God's Way today. 

 

The different activities we had also helped promote the kind of life God expects to see in us. There were activities which 

helped build teamwork and togetherness like choir, basketball, volleyball and speedaway. 

Some activities helped us appreciate our talents and how we can use those talents to make a difference as children of 

God, like tie and dye, health and hygiene, arts and crafts. And then we also had dancing lessons, which reminded the 

youth of how it is important to have respect for the other person and how following rules is always important, just like 

the rules we have to follow in living God's way of life. 

The camp was successful and very fruitful, but with sad faces we had to say our goodbyes because the time had flown by 

really quick and it was time to go back home. 

 

https://kubik.org/2019-united-youth-camp-at-mufulira-copperbelt-zambia/
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-- Muhau Nawa Talama 

Full report and more photos at https://kubik.org/uyc-august-2019-verino-zambia/ 

 

https://kubik.org/uyc-august-2019-verino-zambia/

