
Numbers 28-29

Bible Study

Leviticus 23: 37 [Summary verse, Chapter 23]

“These are the Feasts of the Lord which you shall proclaim to be holy 

convocations, to offer an offering made by fire to the Lord…”



Review

Chapter 25—Apostasy of Israel (new generation)

�Commit physical and spiritual adultery—with women of Moab and worshipping Baal

�Midianites are implicated and God tells Israel to attack the Midianites

Chapter 26—Second census (new generation): each tribes new figures are given

1)To prepare to conquer

2)To distribute the land

�Zelophehad had no sons—he had only daughters

Chapter 27

Zelophehad’s daughters present their case to inheritance rights in the land

�God determines that they can claim their inheritance

�Joshua is ordained to be the new leader upon Moses’ death

Why are chapters 26-30 placed where they are?

�In the sequence of events they interrupt the story of the declaration to attack 

the Midianites (Ch. 25)…and the actual battle (Ch. 31)



Chapter 25—Apostasy with Moabite women and Midianites

v. 17 “Harass the Midianites and attack them”

Chapter 26—2nd census: organization of the new generation

�To conquer the land and war against the Midianites

Chapter 27— Land inheritance (Daughters) in the promised land…

�And the leader ordained to take the people there—Joshua 

Chapter 28-29—Sacrifices to be performed 

as a means of worship in the land

Chapter 31—War against the Midianites

Chapter 30—Vows and freewill offerings in the land



Numbers 28-29 

Introduction

(Expositors) “As the first generation was given numerous laws on worship and 

behavior…so now the second generation, which is the heir of all, receives its own laws 

on offerings and vows ”

(Expositors) “We may focus on the regularity of these sacrifices….these will overlap and 

intertwine—no matter, they are to be so much a part of the life of the people that one 

would find it quite impossible to think of the worship of God apart from sacrifice.”



(New Int. Com. OT) “Both the feasts themselves and the quantity of sacrifices are organized 

around the number seven…”

(The Pentateuch, Thomas) “It is interesting to notice the recurrence of the idea of 

seven—days, weeks, months. Everything was based on the Sabbath idea.”

Chapter 28—Seven references to the ‘continual burnt offering’ (KJV) (v.3, 6, 10, 15, 23, 24, 31) 

[continual consecration]

Numbers 28-29

Introduction Cont’d



Exodus 29: 38-41—Daily sacrifices instituted 

v. 38-41—[Instructions regarding construction of the altar of sacrifice given to priests]

Leviticus 1-7—The types, and how sacrifices are to be performed

�Primarily for the lay person

Leviticus 23—God’s festivals

“an offering made by fire”—prominent in the chapter

Numbers 15—Grain and drink offerings to accompany animal sacrifices

Numbers 28-29—Explains and details the sacrifices to be made by the priests for the 

nation

Instructions regarding sacrifices to this point:



Chapter 28

1Now the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 

2“Command the children of Israel, and say to them, ‘My offering, My food for My offerings 

made by fire as a sweet aroma to Me, you shall be careful to offer to Me at their appointed 

time.’

Offerings—daily, Sabbath, monthly and festival

(Tyndale)  “Sacrifice is the heart of biblical worship”

v. 2 “a sweet aroma to Me”—A special consecration to God

Genesis 8:18, 20
18 So Noah went out, and his sons and his wife and his sons' wives with him.

20 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD, and took of every clean animal and of every 

clean bird, and offered burnt offerings on the altar. 
21 And the LORD smelled a soothing aroma. 

�Noah offered a burnt offering upon leaving the ark—to worship

The sacrifices are put in their order of frequency:

Daily burnt offerings (v. 3-8)

Weekly Sabbath offering (v.9-10)

Monthly offerings (v. 11-15)

Once yearly offerings in chronological order (28:16-29:38)



3“And you shall say to them, ‘This is the offering made by fire which you shall offer to the Lord: 

two male lambs in their first year without blemish, day by day, as a regular burnt offering. 

4The one lamb you shall offer in the morning, the other lamb you shall offer in the evening, 
5and one-tenth of an ephah of fine flour as a grain offering mixed with one-fourth of a hin of 

pressed oil. 

6It is a regular burnt offering which was ordained at Mount Sinai for a sweet aroma, an offering 

made by fire to the Lord. 
7And its drink offering shall be one-fourth of a hin for each lamb; in a holy place you shall pour 

out the drink to the Lord as an offering. 
8The other lamb you shall offer in the evening; as the morning grain offering and its drink 

offering, you shall offer it as an offering made by fire, a sweet aroma to the Lord. 

v. 3-8 Daily offerings

� This offering is brought every day of the year

� (v.6) Instituted at Mount Sinai (Ex. 29: 38-42)

� In Numbers 15: 5—Drink offerings are wine  

� Both the meal and drink offerings according to schedule in Num. 15:4-5

� ‘in a holy place’ (v.7) = courtyard where altar of burnt offerings located



9‘And on the Sabbath day two lambs in their first year, without blemish, and two-tenths of an 

ephah of fine flour as a grain offering, mixed with oil, with its drink offering—

10this is the burnt offering for every Sabbath, besides the regular burnt offering with its drink 

offering. 

v. 9-10 Sabbath offerings

(NICOT) “On this holiest day of the week, in addition to the two lambs of the regular 

daily offering, two more yearling lambs without blemish were offered. 

Num. 28: 23 seems to indicate that these additional offerings were sacrificed after the 

regular sacrifice in the morning”

The special sacrificial requirements for the Sabbath are found here for the first 

time



11‘At the beginnings of your months you shall present a burnt offering to the Lord: two young 

bulls, one ram, and seven lambs in their first year, without blemish; 
12three-tenths of an ephah of fine flour as a grain offering, mixed with oil, for each bull; two-

tenths of an ephah of fine flour as a grain offering, mixed with oil, for the one ram; 
13and one-tenth of an ephah of fine flour, mixed with oil, as a grain offering for each lamb, as a 

burnt offering of sweet aroma, an offering made by fire to the Lord. 

14Their drink offering shall be half a hin of wine for a bull, one-third of a hin for a ram, and one-

fourth of a hin for a lamb; this is the burnt offering for each month throughout the months of 

the year. 
15Also one kid of the goats as a sin offering to the Lord shall be offered, besides the regular 

burnt offering and its drink offering. 

v. 11-15 Monthly offerings

(Expositors) “As the land is the Lord’s gift to his people, so time is the gift to enjoy the 

land. Each month is a marker of his blessing, a time for special rejoicing.”

(Keil and Delitzch) “The trumpet blast was intended to bring before God the prayers of the 

congregation embodied in the sacrifice, that God might remember them in mercy”

Numbers 10:10 (Silver trumpets)
10 Also in the day of your gladness, in your appointed feasts, and at the beginning of your months, you 

shall blow the trumpets over your burnt offerings and over the sacrifices of your peace offerings; and 

they shall be a memorial for you before your God: I am the LORD your God." 



16‘On the fourteenth day of the first month is the Passover of the Lord. 

The regulations concerning the Passover were given earlier (Ex. 12: 3-11; Lev. 23: 5-8)

�On the 14th day of the 1st month the Passover lambs were to be sacrificed

(NICOT) “Since the Passover was a family feast, celebrated in the home without public 

offerings, no further notice of it was necessary”



17And on the fifteenth day of this month is the feast; unleavened bread shall be eaten for seven 

days. 
18On the first day you shall have a holy convocation. You shall do no customary work. 

19And you shall present an offering made by fire as a burnt offering to the Lord: two young 

bulls, one ram, and seven lambs in their first year. Be sure they are without blemish. 
20Their grain offering shall be of fine flour mixed with oil: three-tenths of an ephah you shall 

offer for a bull, and two-tenths for a ram; 
21you shall offer one-tenth of an ephah for each of the seven lambs; 

22also one goat as a sin offering, to make atonement for you. 
23You shall offer these besides the burnt offering of the morning, which is for a regular burnt 

offering. 
24In this manner you shall offer the food of the offering made by fire daily for seven days, as a 

sweet aroma to the Lord; it shall be offered besides the regular burnt offering and its drink 

offering. 
25And on the seventh day you shall have a holy convocation. You shall do no customary work. 

Sacrifices for Unleavened Bread v. 17-25

(BKC) “…(these) days required the same offerings as those of the new moon (v. 18-22, 24) 

, plus Sabbath offerings (v. 9-10). These offerings were in addition to the regular burnt 

offerings (v.23) for the remainder of the week.



26‘Also on the day of the firstfruits, when you bring a new grain offering to the Lord at your 

Feast of Weeks, you shall have a holy convocation. You shall do no customary work. 

27You shall present a burnt offering as a sweet aroma to the Lord: two young bulls, one ram, 

and seven lambs in their first year, 
28with their grain offering of fine flour mixed with oil: three-tenths of an ephah for each bull, 

two-tenths for the one ram, 
29and one-tenth for each of the seven lambs; 

30also one kid of the goats, to make atonement for you. 

31Be sure they are without blemish. You shall present them with their drink offerings, besides 

the regular burnt offering with its grain offering. 

Feast of weeks (Pentecost) offerings v. 26-31

(BKC) “The Feast of weeks required Sabbath offerings (v.26) and the offering of the same 

sacrifices as the new moon (v. 27-30).

In addition were the first fruits of the grain which was the underlying reason for the 

festival (Lev. 23: 15-21)”

Peace offering not described here

The Feast of weeks was the only festival where a peace offering (Lev. 23:19) was given:

�Peace offering symbolizing fellowship with God—[Holy spirit given on Pentecost]

� Wave sheaf offering is not described here, but it is described in Lev. 23: 10-12



Chapter 29

1‘And in the seventh month, on the first day of the month, you shall have a holy convocation. 

You shall do no customary work. For you it is a day of blowing the trumpets. 

2You shall offer a burnt offering as a sweet aroma to the Lord: one young bull, one ram, and

seven lambs in their first year, without blemish. 

3Their grain offering shall be fine flour mixed with oil: three-tenths of an ephah for the bull, 

two-tenths for the ram, 
4and one-tenth for each of the seven lambs; 

5also one kid of the goats as a sin offering, to make atonement for you; 
6besides the burnt offering with its grain offering for the New Moon, the regular burnt offering 

with its grain offering, and their drink offerings, according to their ordinance, as a sweet aroma, 

an offering made by fire to the Lord. 

(Tyndale) “Socially and spiritually the seventh month is the most important season for a 

long break”

Feast of Trumpets sacrifices



7‘On the tenth day of this seventh month you shall have a holy convocation. You shall afflict 

your souls; you shall not do any work. 
8You shall present a burnt offering to the Lord as a sweet aroma: one young bull, one ram, and

seven lambs in their first year. Be sure they are without blemish. 

9Their grain offering shall be of fine flour mixed with oil: three-tenths of an ephah for the bull, 

two-tenths for the one ram, 
10and one-tenth for each of the seven lambs; 

11also one kid of the goats as a sin offering, besides the sin offering for atonement, the regular 

burnt offering with its grain offering, and their drink offerings. 

(The Pentateuch, Thomas) “A time of definite atonement for sin. Amid the festivities sin 

was remembered and met. Our holiest and brightest life needs to be covered by the 

atoning blood.”

Day of Atonement sacrifices



12‘On the fifteenth day of the seventh month you shall have a holy convocation. You shall do no 

customary work, and you shall keep a feast to the Lord seven days. 

Leviticus 23: 36
36For seven days you shall offer an offering made by fire to the Lord. On the eighth day you shall 

have a holy convocation, and you shall offer an offering made by fire to the Lord. It is a sacred 

assembly, and you shall do no customary work on it.

Feast of Tabernacles sacrifices

v. 36 ‘For seven days you shall offer an offering made by fire”

�The offerings presented were the most elaborate and impressive of the year

More bulls and rams (the most valuable sacrifices) were offered during the 

feast of tabernacles than any other time of year

�Expressing the joy for the physical and spiritual blessings from God



12‘On the fifteenth day of the seventh month you shall have a holy convocation. You shall do no 

customary work, and you shall keep a feast to the Lord seven days. 

13You shall present a burnt offering, an offering made by fire as a sweet aroma to the Lord: 

thirteen young bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs in their first year. They shall be without 

blemish. 
14Their grain offering shall be of fine flour mixed with oil: three-tenths of an ephah for each of 

the thirteen bulls, two-tenths for each of the two rams, 
15and one-tenth for each of the fourteen lambs; 

16also one kid of the goats as a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering, its grain offering, 

and its drink offering. 

Offerings for the Feast of Tabernacles only given here:

The time of harvest—a special festive time

1st day—13 bulls; 2 rams; 14 lambs



17‘On the second day present twelve young bulls, two rams, fourteen lambs in their first year 

without blemish, 
18and their grain offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, 

by their number, according to the ordinance; 
19also one kid of the goats as a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering with its grain 

offering, and their drink offerings. 

20‘On the third day present eleven bulls, two rams, fourteen lambs in their first year without 

blemish, 
21and their grain offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, 

by their number, according to the ordinance; 
22also one goat as a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering, its grain offering, and its 

drink offering. 

2nd day—12 bulls; 2 rams; 14 lambs

3rd day—11 bulls; 2 rams; 14 lambs



23‘On the fourth day present ten bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs in their first year, without 

blemish, 
24and their grain offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, 

by their number, according to the ordinance; 
25also one kid of the goats as a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering, its grain offering, 

and its drink offering. 

26‘On the fifth day present nine bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs in their first year without 

blemish, 
27and their grain offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, 

by their number, according to the ordinance; 
28also one goat as a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering, its grain offering, and its 

drink offering. 

4th day—10 bulls; 2 rams; 14 lambs

5th day—9 bulls; 2 rams; 14 lambs



29‘On the sixth day present eight bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs in their first year without 

blemish, 
30and their grain offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, 

by their number, according to the ordinance; 
31also one goat as a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering, its grain offering, and its 

drink offering. 

32‘On the seventh day present seven bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs in their first year 

without blemish, 
33and their grain offering and their drink offerings for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, 

by their number, according to the ordinance; 
34also one goat as a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering, its grain offering, and its 

drink offering. 

6th day—8 bulls; 2 rams; 14 lambs

7th day—7 bulls; 2 rams; 14 lambs



Burnt offering total for seven days:

1st day—thirteen bulls, two rams, fourteen lambs

2nd day—twelve bulls, two rams, fourteen lambs

3rd day—eleven bulls, two rams, fourteen lambs 

4th day—ten bulls, two rams, fourteen lambs

5th day—nine bulls, two rams, fourteen lambs

6th day—eight bulls, two rams, fourteen lambs

7th day—seven bulls, two rams, fourteen lambs

When all the totals are added, they are all divisible by seven

(Keil and Delitzch)  “The multiplication of the oxen was distributed in such a 

way, that instead of there being ten offered each day, there were thirteen 

on the first day, twelve on the second, and so on, deducting one every 

day, so that on the seventh day there were exactly seven offered; the 

arrangement being probably made for the purpose of securing the number 

seven for this last day”

Feast of Tabernacles burnt offerings totaled:



35‘On the eighth day you shall have a sacred assembly. You shall do no customary work. 

36You shall present a burnt offering, an offering made by fire as a sweet aroma to the Lord: one 

bull, one ram, seven lambs in their first year without blemish, 
37and their grain offering and their drink offerings for the bull, for the ram, and for the lambs, 

by their number, according to the ordinance; 
38also one goat as a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering, its grain offering, and its 

drink offering. 

39‘These you shall present to the Lord at your appointed feasts (besides your vowed offerings 

and your freewill offerings) as your burnt offerings and your grain offerings, as your drink 

offerings and your peace offerings.’”
40So Moses told the children of Israel everything, just as the Lord commanded Moses. 

8th day—one bull; one ram; seven lambs

(Keil and Delitzch)  “The eighth day was to be azereth, a closing feast…and was thus 

shown to be the octave or close of the second festal circle”



Totals in a year—what the priests will sacrifice in public offerings: [Chapters 28-29]

113 bulls

32 rams

1086 lambs

A ton of flour 

1,000 containers of oil and wine

(Not including offerings of individuals)

Prosperity in the promised land



Lessons

The characteristics of the offerings are significant for our lives as disciples today:

God must be first

The tremendous emphasis on the sacrifices suggests our lives as wholly, 

constantly and gladly devoted to God


