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Bible Study



Chapter 28—Offerings [Sacrifices the priests do for the nation on set times by God

�Daily: one in the morning; one in the evening

�Weekly Sabbath offerings

�Monthly offerings

�Festival offerings: Unleavened Bread and Pentecost covered in Ch. 28

Review

Chapter 29—Continuation of festival offerings

�Feast of Trumpets

�Atonement 

�Feast of Tabernacles

�Eighth Day

The offerings for the Feast of Tabernacles were the most elaborate and 

impressive of the year

�Expresses joy for the physical and spiritual blessings from God

“an offering made by fire” [Lev. 23]—explained and detailed in chapters 28-29



1Then Moses spoke to the heads of the tribes concerning the children of Israel, saying, “This is

the thing which the Lord has commanded: 
2If a man makes a vow to the Lord, or swears an oath to bind himself by some agreement, he 

shall not break his word; he shall do according to all that proceeds out of his mouth. 

Numbers 30 The only OT passage dealing with women’s 

vows

v. 2 Only verse in this chapter addressing men’s vows—for the purpose of contrast

�Vow’s by men were unconditional—the man was responsible for them

Vow’s for women were quite often conditional in nature



3“Or if a woman makes a vow to the Lord, and binds herself by some agreement while in her 

father’s house in her youth, 
4and her father hears her vow and the agreement by which she has bound herself, and her 

father holds his peace, then all her vows shall stand, and every agreement with which she has 

bound herself shall stand. 

5But if her father overrules her on the day that he hears, then none of her vows nor her 

agreements by which she has bound herself shall stand; and the Lord will release her, because 

her father overruled her. 

1) A vow by an unmarried daughter living in her father’s house could be invalidated by 

her father, or he could let it stand

Two types of vows could be invalidated, but only immediately after they had been discovered:

(Tyndale)  “In most cases the girls concerned would be quite young, as they 

generally married in their early teens”



6“If indeed she takes a husband, while bound by her vows or by a rash utterance from her lips 

by which she bound herself, 
7and her husband hears it, and makes no response to her on the day that he hears, then her

vows shall stand, and her agreements by which she bound herself shall stand. 

8But if her husband overrules her on the day that he hears it, he shall make void her vow which 

she took and what she uttered with her lips, by which she bound herself, and the Lord will 

release her. 

2)  v. 6-8  A girl who made a vow while in her father’s house:

�If her new husband learns of the vow and is silent—the vow stands

�If he hears the vow and immediately objects—it is nullified

9“Also any vow of a widow or a divorced woman, by which she has bound herself, shall stand 

against her. 

v.9 A widow or a divorced woman—was responsible for the vows she made 



10“If she vowed in her husband’s house, or bound herself by an agreement with an oath, 
11and her husband heard it, and made no response to her and did not overrule her, then all her 

vows shall stand, and every agreement by which she bound herself shall stand. 

12But if her husband truly made them void on the day he heard them, then whatever proceeded 

from her lips concerning her vows or concerning the agreement binding her, it shall not stand; 

her husband has made them void, and the Lord will release her. 
13Every vow and every binding oath to afflict her soul, her husband may confirm it, or her 

husband may make it void.

14Now if her husband makes no response whatever to her from day to day, then he confirms all 

her vows or all the agreements that bind her; he confirms them, because he made no response 

to her on the day that he heard them.

15But if he does make them void after he has heard them, then he shall bear her guilt.”

v. 15 “he shall bear her guilt”

(BKC) “If a husband waited for a period of time after his wife made a vow, he must bear 

any guilt involved in nullifying it. That is, after an indeterminate period the vow was in 

force and could be abrogated only by an appropriate sin offering (Lev. 5: 4-13)”

v. 10-15 Vows by women after marriage: 



16These are the statutes which the Lord commanded Moses, between a man and his wife, and 

between a father and his daughter in her youth in her father’s house. 

(Und. Bible Com. Series) “The primary concern [in this chapter], is keeping commitments 

to God. 

Unfulfilled vows threaten the community’s relationship with the holy God in their 

midst.

This chapter identifies who is responsible for the vows. God is faithful and asks the 

people to be faithful in their commitments.”



16Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying:

17“Harass the Midianites, and attack them; 
18for they harassed you with their schemes by which they seduced you in the matter of Peor 

and in the matter of Cozbi, the daughter of a leader of Midian, their sister, who was killed in the 

day of the plague because of Peor.”

Chapter 31 Introduction—(Review)

Numbers 25:1-3 
1 Now Israel remained in Acacia Grove, and the people began to commit harlotry with the 

women of Moab. 
2 They invited the people to the sacrifices of their gods, and the people ate and bowed down to 

their gods. 
3 So Israel was joined to Baal of Peor, and the anger of the LORD was aroused against Israel. 

Cozbi, the daughter of a leader of Midian, was probably one of the women of  Moab [v.1] 

who influenced Israelite men to commit physical and spiritual harlotry

The Midianites had actively participated in the 

seduction of Israel from the beginning



1And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying:

2“Take vengeance on the Midianites for the children of Israel. Afterward you shall be gathered 

to your people.”

3So Moses spoke to the people, saying, “Arm some of yourselves for war, and let them go 

against the Midianites to take vengeance for the Lord on Midian.

4A thousand from each tribe of all the tribes of Israel you shall send to the war.” [12,000]

Numbers 31
This chapter reflects back to chapter 25 and 

unfinished business regarding Midian’s part in 

leading Israel into apostasy and immorality

v. 2 “Afterward you shall be gathered to your people”—Moses last military action 

before his death

v. 3  “take vengeance for the Lord on Midian”—these were Midianites associated with Moab

(New Bible Com.)  “The destruction of the Midianites was righteous vengeance for the evil 

which they had done to God’s people, leading them to dishonor God”



5So there were recruited from the divisions of Israel one thousand from each tribe, twelve 

thousand armed for war.

6Then Moses sent them to the war, one thousand from each tribe; he sent them to the war 

with Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, with the holy articles and the signal trumpets in his 

hand.

(Und. Bible Com. Series) “The presence of Phineas, articles from the sanctuary and the 

trumpets make it clear the this battle is a ‘holy war’.

The focus of the chapter is not on the battle itself but on the question of the spoils of war 

and purification after the battle.”

Deuteronomy 28:7 
7 "The LORD will cause your enemies who rise against you to be defeated before your face; 

they shall come out against you one way and flee before you seven ways. 



7And they warred against the Midianites, just as the Lord commanded Moses, and they killed all 

the males.

v. 7 “and they killed all the males”

(Parallel) “This statement is probably to be interpreted as all the males living in the 

battleground area and not the entire Midianite race, for in Gideon’s time they are seen 

back in full force again” (Judges 6:2)

Joshua 13:21 (five kings of Midian—vassals of Sihon implicated)
21 all the cities of the plain and all the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites, who 

reigned in Heshbon, whom Moses had struck with the princes of Midian: Evi, Rekem, 

Zur, Hur, and Reba, who were princes of Sihon dwelling in the country. 

8They killed the kings of Midian with the rest of those who were killed—Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, 

and Reba, the five kings of Midian. Balaam the son of Beor they also killed with the sword.

v. 8 [last part] Balaam had gone to this area with the Midianites to influence them to 

trap Israel



Revelation 2:14 
14 But I have a few things against you, because you have there those who hold the doctrine of 

Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat things 

sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual immorality. 

Verse 16 of Numbers 31 tells us that it was Balaam’s plan to trap Israel

Numbers 31:16 
16 Look, these women caused the children of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to 

trespass against the LORD in the incident of Peor, and there was a plague among the 

congregation of the LORD. 



9And the children of Israel took the women of Midian captive, with their little ones, and took as 

spoil all their cattle, all their flocks, and all their goods.

10They also burned with fire all the cities where they dwelt, and all their forts.

11And they took all the spoil and all the booty—of man and beast. 

v. 10 “they burned all their cities”

(Parallel) “The moral habits of some of these people were almost unimaginable in 

their degeneration”

v. 11 “And they took all the spoil and all the booty”

Looks forward to the conquest of the Canaanites and as a model of what they 

would do there



Numbers 31:12-16(NKJV) 
12Then they brought the captives, the booty, and the spoil to Moses, to Eleazar the priest, and 

to the congregation of the children of Israel, to the camp in the plains of Moab by the 

Jordan, across from Jericho.
13And Moses, Eleazar the priest, and all the leaders of the congregation, went to meet them 

outside the camp.
14But Moses was angry with the officers of the army, with the captains over thousands and 

captains over hundreds, who had come from the battle. 

15And Moses said to them: “Have you kept all the women alive?

16Look, these women caused the children of Israel, through the counsel of Balaam, to trespass 

against the Lord in the incident of Peor, and there was a plague among the congregation of 

the Lord.

v. 15-16  

(Thomas, Pentateuch) “The women had caused trouble already and would doubtless 

do so again. Israel’s purity necessitated the severe action” (v.17-18)

(LASB) “Israel took the women as captives, rather than kill them, probably because of the 

tempting enticements of the Midianites’ sinful lifestyle”



17Now therefore, kill every male among the little ones, and kill every woman who has known a 

man intimately.
18But keep alive for yourselves all the young girls who have not known a man intimately.

24And you shall wash your clothes on the seventh day and be clean, and afterward you may 

come into the camp.”

(NSB) “Only the young girls who were still virgins were to be kept alive, for only they 

were provably innocent of the sexual sins of their mothers”

“Kill every male among the little ones”

(Tankakh, JSB) refers to “the danger of producing Midianite sons who can avenge their 

fathers”

�In ancient times a blood relative may take vengeance on the killer of the slain

Deuteronomy 20: 13
13 And when the LORD your God delivers it into your hands, you shall strike every male in 

it with the edge of the sword. 



19And as for you, remain outside the camp seven days; whoever has killed any person, and 

whoever has touched any slain, purify yourselves and your captives on the third day and on the 

seventh day.
20Purify every garment, everything made of leather, everything woven of goats’ hair, and 

everything made of wood.”

21Then Eleazar the priest said to the men of war who had gone to the battle, “This is the 

ordinance of the law which the Lord commanded Moses:
22“Only the gold, the silver, the bronze, the iron, the tin, and the lead,

23everything that can endure fire, you shall put through the fire, and it shall be clean; and it 

shall be purified with the water of purification. But all that cannot endure fire you shall put 

through water.

(NSB) “Since this was a holy war, the soldiers and their possessions needed to go 

through extraordinary purification rites. This purification demanded both cleansing 

fire and water”



25Now the Lord spoke to Moses, saying:
26“Count up the plunder that was taken—of man and beast—you and Eleazar the priest and the 

chief fathers of the congregation;
27and divide the plunder into two parts, between those who took part in the war, who went out 

to battle, and all the congregation.

28And levy a tribute for the Lord on the men of war who went out to battle: one of every five

hundred of the persons, the cattle, the donkeys, and the sheep;
29take it from their half, and give it to Eleazar the priest as a heave offering to the Lord.

30And from the children of Israel’s half you shall take one of every fifty, drawn from the 

persons, the cattle, the donkeys, and the sheep, from all the livestock, and give them to the 

Levites who keep charge of the tabernacle of the Lord.”
31So Moses and Eleazar the priest did as the Lord commanded Moses. 

32The booty remaining from the plunder, which the men of war had taken, was six hundred and 

seventy-five thousand sheep,
33seventy-two thousand cattle,
34sixty-one thousand donkeys,

35and thirty-two thousand persons in all, of women who had not known a man intimately.

v. 25-54 Division of the spoils

�v.25-41—share for the soldiers

(New Bible Com.) “The author is more interested in the spoils than the battle because the 

spoils were part of the inheritance in Transjordan”



36And the half, the portion for those who had gone out to war, was in number three hundred 

and thirty-seven thousand five hundred sheep;
37and the Lord’S tribute of the sheep was six hundred and seventy-five.

38The cattle were thirty-six thousand, of which the Lord’S tribute was seventy-two.
39The donkeys were thirty thousand five hundred, of which the Lord’S tribute was sixty-one.

40The persons were sixteen thousand, of which the Lord’S tribute was thirty-two persons.

41So Moses gave the tribute which was the Lord’S heave offering to Eleazar the priest, as 

the Lord commanded Moses. 

v. 42-47 Share of the spoils for the people

42And from the children of Israel’s half, which Moses separated from the men who fought—
43now the half belonging to the congregation was three hundred and thirty-seven thousand five 

hundred sheep,
44thirty-six thousand cattle,

45thirty thousand five hundred donkeys,
46and sixteen thousand persons—

47and from the children of Israel’s half Moses took one of every fifty, drawn from man and 

beast, and gave them to the Levites, who kept charge of the tabernacle of the Lord, as the Lord 

commanded Moses. 



48Then the officers who were over thousands of the army, the captains of thousands and 

captains of hundreds, came near to Moses;

49and they said to Moses, “Your servants have taken a count of the men of war who are under 

our command, and not a man of us is missing.

50Therefore we have brought an offering for the Lord, what every man found of ornaments of 

gold: armlets and bracelets and signet rings and earrings and necklaces, to make atonement for 

ourselves before the Lord.”

v. 49-50 “not a man is missing…therefore we have brought on offering for the Lord”

(New Bible Com.)  “Since not one soldier died in battle, they offered the gold to the Lord. 

This was also to make atonement for themselves. They had taken men’s lives, and 

bloodshed had made them unclean. v. 53 Each soldier took his part”

v.50 ‘to make atonement’ (Heb. le kapper)— (New Int. Com. OT) “in non sacrificial 

contexts the verb may be translated ‘to pay the ransom price’

v. 48—54 The soldiers bring extra for the Lord



51So Moses and Eleazar the priest received the gold from them, all the fashioned ornaments.

52And all the gold of the offering that they offered to the Lord, from the captains of thousands 

and captains of hundreds, was sixteen thousand seven hundred and fifty shekels.

53(The men of war had taken spoil, every man for himself.)
54And Moses and Eleazar the priest received the gold from the captains of thousands and of 

hundreds, and brought it into the tabernacle of meeting as a memorial for the children of Israel 

before the Lord. 

(Barnes) “The enormous both of livestock and personal ornament was characteristic of 

the Midianites.

The Bedouins, not withstanding their wild nomadic life, retain their ancestral love of 

finery to this day.”

(NICOT) “The total weight of the gold offered to God was 16,750 shekels or about 600 

pounds.

v. 54 “the priest received the gold…as a memorial”

(Expositors) “We suspect though the text does not specify this, that the gold was melted 

down and reworked into a suitably fashioned symbol—an extravagant offering to the 

Lord”



Lessons

God is the righteous judge and he determines judgment of peoples

Psalm 7: 11

“God is a just judge, And God is angry with the wicked every day”

Balaam had declared in Num. 23: 10 “let me die the death of the righteous”—instead 

he died by the sword

Psalm 5: 6

“You destroy those who speak falsehood; The Lord abhors the bloodthirsty and 

deceitful man”


