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We are pleased to announce a new video 
project, Beyond Today Interviews. Beyond 
Today presenter Darris McNeely has so far 
interviewed three people on the following 
three topics:

• Ben Light about the modern challenges 
teenagers face in school and the culture.

• Steven Britt about why humanity is so 
fascinated at the possibility of extraterrestrial 
life in our universe.

• Andi Chapman about end-of-life choices, 
hospice and palliative care.

The format of these interviews (usually 
split into two 20-minute parts) allows for 
a wide range of topics to be discussed in a 
broader way than is possible with our formal 
Beyond Today television program. They will 
air on our streaming devices—like Roku, 

Amazon Fire TV, iOS devices, Android 
devices and Samsung smart TVs—using our 
Beyond Today app. They will also be avail-
able on our Beyond Today YouTube channel 
in a separate playlist.  

As we progress, plans are to interview a 
number of experts on many topics of interest 
to our membership and the public at large. 
The format will also allow for interviews 
with experts on science, history and other 
matters who are not members of the United 
Church of God. We are excited to be launch-
ing the first round of completed interviews! 
Feel free to send us feedback on this new proj-
ect. We pray they will provide an additional 
avenue of interest to our viewers as we preach 
the good news of the Kingdom of God. 

Peter Eddington

New Effort Launches—Beyond Today Interviews

Each year, God’s people gather in places 
around the world to celebrate the Feast of 
Tabernacles. Together, we look forward to 
better times. The Feast gives us a small pic-
ture of the future God has promised. 

If you had another great Feast this year—
spent in a beautiful place with friends and 
family, eating, drinking and celebrating, 
hearing inspiring messages that gave you 
great Bible study ideas for when you get 
home—remember that this great annual 
experience that God gives us pales in com-
parison to the one we look forward to. The 
joy of the Feast that will take place when all 
people keep these festivals with us in unity 
will be even greater than the unity we feel 
at the various Feast sites each year.

Let’s use the spiritual momentum 
gained at the Feast to make this coming 
year a continuation of this Feast’s inspi-
ration. Maybe that means calling new 
friends, sending letters or gathering in 
homes for meals and fellowship. Maybe it 
means more community outreach projects 
for your congregation to participate in. As 
we prepare for our great future, we’re all in 
this together.  In this issue, we hope you 
enjoy seeing your brethren at other sites 
around the world, and reflecting on your 
own festival experience this year. UNSunshine Coast, Australia Nkhwazi, Malawi

Glacier Country, Montana

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLFdzkubakh8Yd19_o3IAVb_2K_7IzwGj1
https://www.ucg.org/beyond-today/beyond-today-television-program/beyond-today-interviews
https://www.ucg.org/beyond-today/beyond-today-television-program/beyond-today-interviews
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We are excited to offer you our newest 
study booklet, What Does the Bible Teach 
About Grace? This booklet, which has been 
10 years in the making, teaches what the Bible 
actually says about grace—including many 
aspects you may have never heard. With this 
booklet, we hope you will see how, without 
God’s law, there would be no need for grace, 
and how without Jesus Christ, the grace of 
forgiveness would not be possible. 

All members have been mailed a copy. Go 
to ucg.org/bible-study-tools/booklets/what-
does-the-bible-teach-about-grace to down-
load, read it online or request a free hardcopy.

We thank God for the opportunity to com-
plete this booklet as a resource to the Church, 
and pray that it will inspire in you a deeper 
appreciation for our heavenly Father’s love, 
mercy, kindness and compassion and encour-
age you toward a deeper relationship with 
Him and His Son Jesus Christ. 

Booklet: What Does 
the Bible Teach About 
Grace?

Topics covered in this booklet:
• How grace reconciles us to God
• Can those God has forgiven reject His grace? 
• Does God place conditions on His gift of salvation?
• Jesus Christ’s example of grace in action
• The meaning of “you are not under law, but under grace” 
• What did grace mean in the ancient world? 

Exciting New Resources

Six beautiful and inspiring paintings—depicting Unleavened Bread, Pentecost, Trum-
pets, Atonement, Feast of Tabernacles and Last Great Day/Eighth Day—are now available. 
Painted by UCG member David Teague, these paintings are visual representations of the seven 
Holy Days given to God’s people in the Old Testament and kept by Jesus and the apostles in 
the New Testament. Go to TheHolyDaysPaintings.com to download high resolution images. 

Atonement

Feast of Tabernacles

Trumpets

Pentecost

Unleavened Bread

Holy Day Paintings Now Available!

This school year’s Family Study Guide topic 
is the Armor of God. Every month, new study 
guides will be posted about a different piece of 
God’s spiritual armor, the set of spiritual tools 
that God provides us with to fight for Him 
and battle Satan. These study guides, which 
include coloring pages and activity ideas, are 
meant to aid you as you teach your children 
about God’s way, at home or in Sabbath school.

Visit ucg.org/members/family-study-guides 
to download PDFs. 

The Holy Days and the Armor of God
Family Study Guide 

Objectives: 
• List the Festivals of God and describe how the Holy Days show God’s plan for mankind.
• Identify Jesus Christ’s involvement in each Festival of God.
• List all pieces of the Armor of God and relate the Holy Days to these pieces of Armor. 

Materials:
•  Beyond Today infographic
•  Two coloring sheets on pages 10-11.
•  Summary Table of the Holy Days and the Armor of God on page 9.

   Memory Verses: 
  Leviticus 23:2 (NKJV)  …The feasts of the LORD, which you shall proclaim to be holy convo-
  cations, these are My feasts. 
  Ephesians 6:11 (NLT) Put on all of God’s armor so that you will be able to stand firm against 
  all strategies of the devil.

God’s purpose for humans is for us to be co-heirs in His Eternal Kingdom along with our 
Elder Brother, Jesus Christ. God’s annual Holy Days reveal His plan of salvation for all man-
kind. But while the Father and the Son are working to bring us into their great family, anoth-
er power is working against us to keep us from inheriting God’s Kingdom and becoming a 
part of the God family.  

At some point long ago, Lucifer and one third of the angels rebelled and fought against God 
and His plan. This rebellion caused a great supernatural battle in heaven. This great battle 
is, in principle, described in what appears to be a parallel situation found in this prophetic 
scene in Revelation 12:7-9: 

      “And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the 
dragon and his angels fought, but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in 
heaven any longer. So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and 
Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out 
with him.”

It is important to understand the Devil’s plan! Notice these words of warning:     
 
Revelation 12:9 (NKJV) ...the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world…   10 …the ac-
cuser of our brethren, who accused them before our God day and night…  12 …the devil has 
come down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a short time. 

In this Family Study Guide, let’s examine how the lessons of God’s Holy Days also relate to 
the Armor of God and how God uses each piece in this armor set to protect us against Satan’s 
attacks. 

Family Study Guides

Oct. 2, 2019 marked the first ever print 
run of A Boa Nova in the country of Ango-
la. It was a time of great joy and gratitude for 
the Angolan brethren as the Angolan printer 
Imprimarte in Luanda delivered 3,039 mag-
azines to the office of Igreja de Deus Mun-
dial in Luanda. The total print run of this 
issue was 10,389 magazines. It was printed 
in three countries, namely in the U.S., Brazil 
and Angola. Due to the magazine now being 

printed in Angola in addition to Brazil and 
the U.S., this was the largest print run of the 
Portuguese language version of the Beyond 
Today magazine. The Portuguese version is 
a 28-page issue containing most of the arti-
cles in Beyond Today magazine translated 
into Portuguese. Please continue praying 
for the continued growth of the work in the 
Portuguese language.

Jorge de Campos  

Historic First Print Run of the A Boa Nova 
Magazine in Angola

Eighth Day

Right: Angolan brethren hold issues of A Boa 
Nova before shipping them out to Portuguese 
readers.

https://www.ucg.org/bible-study-tools/booklets/what-does-the-bible-teach-about-grace
https://www.ucg.org/bible-study-tools/booklets/what-does-the-bible-teach-about-grace
https://www.ucg.org/bible-study-tools/booklets/what-does-the-bible-teach-about-grace
https://www.ucg.org/bible-study-tools/booklets/what-does-the-bible-teach-about-grace
https://www.theholydayspaintings.com/
https://www.ucg.org/members/family-study-guides
https://www.ucg.org/members/family-study-guides
https://www.ucg.org/members/family-study-guides
https://portugues.ucg.org/a-boa-nova
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Cape Coast, Ghana 
This year, the Feast of Tabernacles in 

Ghana was kept again in Cape Coast, a 
fishing port city on the south of the coun-
try with beautiful white sandy beaches.  
Over 300 brethren from eight congrega-
tions across the country came together at 
the Ghana National Association of Teach-
ers Hall to celebrate the Feast. Guests 
Darell and Janet Keisel from the United 
States, attending their seventh straight 
Feast in Ghana, as well as Abigail and Lita 
from The Netherlands who were visiting 
for the first time, provided a much appre-
ciated international touch. David Mese-
lebe, regional pastor for Ghana, set the 
tone on the opening night by highlighting 
the essence of our convocation and God’s 
invitation to us to draw close to Him. 

With a high attendance of 313 people, 
the subsequent days saw a good mix of 
inspiring messages on our participation 
in the work preparatory to the coming 
Kingdom of God. Darrell Keisel’s mar-
riage seminar in the middle of the Feast, 
the interspersed special music presen-
tations, Bible quiz and a children’s Bible 
study were all very enriching indeed. 
In the midst of good tropical rains and 
alternating bursts of heart-warming sun-
shine, opportunities for fellowshipping 
abounded in the various recreational and 
fun packages such as indoor games, goat 
barbecue, canopy walk-way and an edu-
cational visit to a slave castle.

The spirit of giving, care, warmth, 
bonding and camaraderie unmistakably 
bore through it all. The generosity of our 
United States brethren was a blessing in 
providing some communal meals and 
other services which enhanced our over-
all experience. The Feast in Cape Coast 
was truly a blessing and a joy to come 
before God in obedience to learn.

Abigail Pinas 

Blantyre, Malawi
An air of excitement engulfed the 

hall in Blantyre as brethren gathered to 
observe the 2019 Feast of Tabernacles. 
Faces beamed with radiant happiness 
with around 100 members in attendance. 
Outside the hall was a range of hills over-
looking the area, the venue for this price-
less Feast in Malawi’s commercial capital. 
Having waited anxiously for a year for 
such an event it was only right and prop-
er that everyone looked forward to hav-
ing a rewarding time in terms of spiritual 
growth. The weather was typical summer, 
not so surprising in this part of Africa. 

Setting the ball rolling was local church 
elder Mr. Gracious Mpilangwe. He pre-
sented several sermons that centered 
on God’s Kingdom. With such inspiring 
sermons, the brethren had every rea-
son to appreciate and look forward to 
God’s Kingdom under the authority of 
Jesus Christ. The Feast would have been 
incomplete were it not for the events that 
spiced up the occasion. These included 
Family Day, the variety show, a children’s 
treat and group meals. 

To appreciate God’s creation, members 
took a day trip to view game at a nation-
al park, some 100 kilometers (about 62 
miles) north of Blantyre. The trip was 
worth taking, as brethren were able to see 
animals such as elephants and buffaloes 
at close range. At the end of it all, on the 
Last Great Day, was the Feast dance. It 
was quite remarkable to see both young 
and old taking the floor. 

One can only describe the 2019 Feast 
of Tabernacles as most memorable. The 
brethren were as joyful as the laughter of 
a child. This Feast remains an important 
event in God’s salvation plan. As such, those 
who attended had nothing but praise to the 
Almighty God for revealing His Truth to 
them. May the Kingdom come!

Osborne Liyawo

Nkhwazi, Malawi 
At this year’s Feast of Tabernacles in 

Nkhwazi, Malawi we experienced the 
true meaning of Leviticus 23:40, staying 
in bamboo booths (and tents) for eight 
full days of rejoicing. We began the Feast 
with 63 people and experienced a peak 
attendance of 85 by Wednesday. Despite 
the extreme heat (95+ degrees), we met 
for services at 10:30 a.m. each day, with 
two services on the Sabbath and both 
Holy Days. But the heat could not stop 
God’s people from enjoying their time 
together. 

Feastgoers played football (soccer) and 
netball, cooked their meals together and 
enjoyed a mid-Feast trip to Lake Mala-
wi—the fourthlargest freshwater lake in 
the world by volume—spending the day 
swimming, dancing, playing rugby and 
braaiing (barbequing) at the beach. Oth-
er activities included a variety show and 
several Bible studies tailored toward teens 
and married couples. We are very thank-
ful to God for His continued blessings 
before, after and during this year’s Feast, 
and we look forward to the time when the 
Feast of Tabernacles will no longer just be 
a “shadow” of things to come. 

 Nick Lamoureux

Kpalime, Togo
Our brothers and sisters in Togo spent 

this year’s Feast of Tabernacles at their usual 
site in Kpalime, a city located 120 km (about 
75 mi) from Lomé, the capital of Togo.

With 26 in attendance, we were blessed 
with instructive teachings that encouraged 
us to maintain our first love and to have as 
a priority our journey to the Kingdom of 
God. During the Feast, five members were 
baptized, three from Mome Hagou and two 
from Lomé. We went to visit some people 
in prison and gave them a bag of rice, a box 
of soap and some clothes. We also visited a 
school for the blind to which we also donat-
ed a bag of rice and a box of soap. A visit to 
the Kpime waterfall, which is located about 
15 km (about 9 mi) from the city, reminded 
us of the wonders of our Creator. We thank 
God and all those who had helped us for the 
perfect success of the celebration. 

Kossi Fiaboé

2019 Feast of Tabernacles Reports
Africa

Total Attendance: 13,369

Latin America
Cochobamba, Bolivia ..................... 34
Boa Vista, Brazil.............................. 64
Olmue, Chile ................................. 103
Bucaramanga, Colombia ............... 88
Panajachel, Guatemala ................. 224
Puerto Vallarta, Mexico ............... 740

1253

Canada

Europe/British Isles

Benin ................................................ 18
Cameroon ........................................ 21
DR Congo ........................................ 55
Ghana ............................................. 313
Ivory Coast ...................................... 22
Kenya .............................................. 169
Malawi ............................................ 185
Kpalime, Togo ................................. 26
Kalukanya, Zambia....................... 106
Lusaka, Zambia ............................. 270
Lake Chivero, Zimbabwe ............... 56

Cochrane, Alberta ........................ 180
Midland, Ontario .......................... 160
Osoyoos, British Columbia ......... 211
Blainville, Quebec* ...........................29
Spencerville, Ontario* ........................10
St. Johns, Newfoundland* .................11

Mirebalais, Haiti ........................... 202
Montego Bay, Jamaica .................. 496
St. Vincent and the Grenadines .... 91

Kuressaare, Estonia ........................ 30
St. Raphaël, France ....................... 265 
Schluchsee, Germany ................... 234
Sabaudia, Italy ............................... 255
Lluandudno, Wales ....................... 180

Bend-Redmond, Oregon ............. 547
Branson, Missouri ........................ 588
Cincinnati, Ohio ........................... 340
Glacier Country, Montana .......... 189
Jekyll Island, Georgia ................... 683
Lahaina, Hawaii ............................ 284
Lake Junaluska, N. Carolina ........ 407
Lancaster, Pennsylvania .................382
New Braunfels, Texas ................... 475
Oceanside, California................... 603
Panama City Beach, Florida .....1,078
Steamboat Springs, Colorado ..... 394
Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin ........ 449
Feast at Home Connections ........ 310
Anchorage, Alaska* ..........................27
Big Sandy, Texas* ............................ 59
Phoenix, Arizona* .......................... 84
St. Petersburg, Florida* .................. 23
Tampa, Florida* .............................. 31
Tucson, Arizona* ............................ 83

964

Africa 1,241

Caribbean 789

Asia/Pacific
Merimbula, Australia ................... 242
Rockingham, Australia .................. 83
Sunshine Coast, Australia ........... 340
Hong Kong, China ......................... 30
Penang, Malaysia ............................ 92
Myanmar ......................................... 33
Acacia Bay, New Zealand ............ 106
Baguio City, Philippines .............. 130
Davao City, Philippines ............... 222
Visayas, Philippines ...................... 119
Passikudah, Sri Lanka .................... 88

1,485

United States 7,036

Festival Attendance Figures

601

Lake Junaluska, North Carolina

*Satellite sites
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Asia/Pacific
Merimbula, 
Australia

The beautiful seaside town of Merimbula 
is located in an area referred to as the Sap-
phire coast, and it truly is a gem of a Feast 
site! There were approximately 240 of God’s 
people from around Australia and some 
visitors from the U.S. who gathered there. 

For those who have kept God’s Feast at 
this site for many years, it was particularly 
exciting and moving to see the hall burst-
ing at the seams with lots of children! It 
very much helped everyone to appreciate 
and take in the sermon given on the first 
Holy Day. It focused on God’s coming 
Kingdom being a place that will be safe for 
children, and therefore a place that is safe 
for everyone. We were reminded constant-
ly throughout the Feast of the world that  
God will bring about, as we watched the 
children playing happily. As we listened to 
God’s Word being preached for the next 
seven days, we were given a glimpse into 
how God will restore all things as part of 
God’s plan for humanity.

We were also able to have a taste of the 
Kingdom to come through plenty of fel-
lowship and serving opportunities. Mer-
imbula is a site that lends itself well to lei-
surely strolls along the water, with a high 

probability of bumping into fellow brethren 
along the way. Many brethren found their 
accommodation was close to others, allow-
ing for easy get-togethers and casual meals. 
The teens were likewise able to maximize 
their time with other like-minded young 
people with a youth study, teen activity and 
numerous casual meet-ups. 

The café drop-in, where brethren where 
invited to grab a voucher and enjoy a free 
drink at a local café, was a favorite among 
young and old alike. The café was only a 
short stroll from the meeting hall, making 
it a great place to stop in for lunch before 
heading off to afternoon activities. It also 
guaranteed plenty of time to enjoy your free 
drink with brethren.

The special music performed during 
each service was another blessing of our 
coming together for the Feast. It was par-
ticularly uplifting to hear the musical tal-
ents God has given to His people. It is also 
encouraging to hear songs being sung that 
have been specifically written by our fellow 
brethren that highlight God’s awesome and 
hopeful future for all of mankind. 

All in all, the messages, the music, the 
fellowship and the time to come out of 
the world gave us something marvelous to 
look forward to and the strength to keep on 
keeping on!

Leah Sieff

Rockingham, 
Australia 

The Feast site at Rockingham, Western 
Australia, about 45 minutes south of Perth, 
enjoyed beautiful weather during the Feast. 
Local members welcomed visitors from the 
U.S., Canada, New Zealand and most Aus-
tralian states. Of the 84 people registered 
for the Feast, some were enjoying their first 
Feast and some their 50th! The venue was 
the Gary Holland Centre, a well-appointed 
auditorium with a very welcoming staff who 
look forward to our presence each year. 

Festival elder Paul Vaughan was joined by 
visiting elder Peter Eddington for the first 
half of the Feast, and Ken Thompson for 
the last half. The Eddingtons and Thom-
sons traveled between the Rockingham and 
Penang Feast sites to serve brethren in both 
areas. Five other speakers also provided 
messages. Topics included the Spirit of God 
working with the spirit in man, the Oneness 
of God, faith in action, worshipping God in 
Spirit and truth and being ever thankful for 
the invitation God has extended to us. 

Further highlights were the webcast from 
Florida, a video presentation of the U.S. 
work from Peter Eddington and a video 
update on preaching the work in Australia 
using new technologies. 

“Special music is sometimes hard to 
follow as music is emotive,” Mr. Thomp-
son expressed, and the quality and vari-
ety of special music reflected the intense 
preparation of individual and combined 
vocal, instrumental and choral offerings 
throughout the eight days.

A balance between spiritual and physical 
aspects of the Feast allowed the tradition-
al meet and greet activity after services on 
the first Holy Day to provide great oppor-
tunities for getting to know one another 
while enjoying abundant finger foods 
and drinks. Another tradition, the Family 
Games Night, was enjoyed immensely. An 
additional element for the Games Night 
this year was the “photo-guess” segment. 
Early childhood photos of those attend-
ing the Feast were provided, and “choco-
late rewards” were presented to those who 
correctly identified which photo belonged 
to which person attending the Feast. 

Another activity was a leisurely canal 
cruise and luncheon, and a highlight was 
a close encounter with dolphins which 
surfed the bow of the boat all the way back 
to the harbor. Young and young-at-heart 
enjoyed Mega Fast Go-Carts at a local 
raceway, and the following day a Barefoot 
Bowls activity at a lawn bowling club with 
snacks provided was fun for young and old 
trying to hit the “kitty.” 

Kalukanya, Zambia 
The Feast this year was held at Kalu-

kanya, Zambia with 46 adults and 60 
children in attendance. Deacon Patrice 
Yaphet Sinyenga, B. Kabangula, Inno-
cent Chilongo, Richard Kayame and I 
presented messages. 

Topics included how Christian’s today 
should celebrate the Feast; giving our 
hearts to Jesus; does God communicate 
with Christians through dreams today; 
how we can know if the Holy Spirit is 
leading us; what we have chosen—life 
or death; law and grace and God’s law is 
love. I conducted the Bible study on the 
subject of the Sabbath and also tithes. We 
all had a special and memorable Feast. 

Interesting things to note; an 86-year-
old widower was baptized at the Feast 
this year. We thank God for the assis-
tance from the home office, which 
enabled us to hold the Feast peacefully 
and in harmony. 

In addition, I have acquired a piece 
of land which is 500 meters from the 
site. After seeing that the current land 
is small, I approached the village head-
man, who has given us a 100m by 200m 
piece of land. I’m sure this land will help 
us accommodate even more people in 
the future with other infrastructure that 
is also being built.  

Alfred Siame

Lusaka, Zambia 
The Feast of Tabernacles in Lusaka, 

Zambia was held at the National Resourc-
es Development College (NRDC) campus, 
about 20 kilometers (12 miles) east of the 
city. The shifting from our usual Feast site 
at Verino was required due to the drought 
which has caused some rivers and bore-
holes to run dry. Another problem in Veri-
no was the national power outage, which 
lasts for up to about 12 hours daily. This 
makes it very difficult to store fresh foods. 
The high number of people expected to 
attend this year also factored into our deci-
sion to move the Feast site from Verino. 

Congregations from the outlying areas 
arrived on Sunday, Oct. 13, although 
some arrived late in the night due to the 
breakdowns they experienced on the way. 
Because of this we did not have an Open-
ing Night service. 

The Feast at NRDC campus was attend-
ed by 270 people, up from 232 people last 
year. Members came from various con-
gregations, namely Mapoko, Itumbwe, 
Nalubanda north, Chipata, Kasumpa, 
Mwembeshi, Namukombo, Stumbeko, 
Lusaka and Choma, where there is no 
established congregation. 

The Feast went on well with fruitful mes-
sages from Pastor Filius Jere of Chipata and 
other speakers from different congrega-
tions. A number of activities for the elder-
ly, youth and children were conducted. We 

had a senior’s luncheon, youth day, family 
day and women’s day—all of these activities 
added value to the Feast. Children were also 
busy with daily lessons organized by our 
faithful older youth. During these activities, 
fruit, drinks and ice cream were served and 
everyone enjoyed it. 

Assisted by Pastor Jere, Coster Mab-
bati from the Mapoko congregation was 
ordained as a deacon. We also enjoyed lis-
tening to special music every day from all 
of the congregations. The Choma people 
were not to be outdone; they also partici-
pated in special music and other activities. 
Generally, the Feast was good and incident 
free. Water was sufficient and no power 
cuts interrupted our programs. 

Last but not least, on behalf of the con-
gregations and on my own behalf, I would 
like to thank the home office, LifeNets 
and the New York City congregation for 
their spiritual and financial support. We 
are equally grateful to all the people who 
contributed in any way for us to have this 
Feast take place. They made it possible 
for us to have food, transport, accommo-
dation, etc., and it is our sincere prayer 
that God blesses them, protects them and 
grants them wisdom for their assistance. 

Nawa Talama

Harare, Zimbabwe
This year, 56 brethren made their pil-

grimage to the beautiful Lake Chivero 

Recreational Park about 50 km (31 mi) 
south of the capital city of Harare. Mem-
bers enjoyed the fresh air, peace and qui-
et offered by this nature reserve with its 
lovely scenic views featuring the lake, 
green rolling hills and a variety of wild life 
such as rhino, giraffe, a variety of antelope, 
monkeys and many bird species including 
the majestic fish eagle and ostrich.

Members were housed in the national 
park’s thatched roof cottages and cook-
ing was done for the whole group by the 
ladies. Activities included nature walks and 
angling (fishing) from which the brethren 
were able to enjoy a meal of fish and sadza 
(corn meal). Sermons were given by elders 
Lewis VanAusdle, Mabasa Chichaya and 
Mike Mukarati as well as deacons Mike 
Nyamasoka and Vensen Moyo and UCG 
Malawi Projects Manager, Nick Lamou-
reux. Topics covered included the awesome 
value of God’s Kingdom and His righteous-
ness, good stewardship and many others.

We held a family day during which 
brethren received clothing gifts from the 
Johannesburg, South Africa UCG con-
gregation. It was a joy to see the beautiful 
smiles on the faces of the brethren as they 
received the donated clothing.

On the whole, this was a wonderful 
feast characterized by inspiring messages 
focusing on seeking God’s Kingdom and 
His Righteousness. There was a positive 
spirit of joy and brotherly love.

Mike Mukarati
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The Last Great Day lunch was served in 
the main hall followed by the last service 
and the final hymn, “God Be With You.” 
Some of the feedback regarding this Feast 
focused on the fact that it was fun, warm 
and full of love, with a family-friendly and 
hospitable atmosphere. 

Leone Schreuders 

Sunshine Coast, 
Australia

This pristine beach and ocean holiday 
location continues to be ideal for God’s Feast 
and proves again to be very popular. We had 
340 people on the first day and attendanc-
es were consistently high throughout the 
Feast. The messages were all related to the 
next age of the great 1,000 years when God’s 
new civilization will be established. We con-
tinually gave God the praise for inspiring 
the memorable messages.

Visitors came from all over Australia, 
United States, New Zealand and Europe. 

Fellowship is one of the highlights of 
the Feast with tea and coffee served before 
and after services. Twice we had children’s 
classes and teen classes. Activities were held 
on each day of the Feast that catered to dif-
ferent age categories (seniors and young 
adults) and sometimes for the entire group 
of Feastgoers—the Saturday night social, 
Family Day and the Mad Hatter’s Tea Party. 

We will return to the same venue for the 
Feast in 2020. We have been here since 2007 
and it doesn’t grow old! There are plenty of 
accommodations in the area—much of it 
beachfront—restaurants and cafes with 
great food, all within easy driving distance. 
Migrating whales can occasionally be 
spotted from most accommodations. And 
finally, a big thanks for all those who served 
at the Feast to make it so successful. 

Bill Bradford 

 Hong Kong 
The Hong Kong congregation once 

again hosted God’s Feast of Tabernacles 
for attendees representing Hong Kong, 
Mainland China, Thailand, Singapore, the 
Philippines and many U.S. states including 
Arizona, Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Ohio, 
Oregon, South Dakota, Alaska and others. 
Average attendance was 30 people. Special 
thanks to Ken and Dianne Skorseth from 
South Dakota, who changed their Festival 
plans and came to Hong Kong to serve the 
brethren! Besides daily church services, 
there were a number of activities that show-
cased Hong Kong history and life today. 

Earl L. Roemer

Penang, Malaysia 
The Feast of Tabernacles was celebrated 

in Malaysia for the seventh year in a row 
now at the Bayview Beach resort in Batu 
Ferringhi, situated in the tropical island of 

Penang. The resort is located on the beach-
front and is surrounded by a luscious trop-
ical garden where many spent their time 
fellowshipping. This picturesque location 
provided an ideal site for the Asian breth-
ren and for visiting Feastgoers alike who 
were able to share in the beauty and char-
acter of the island.  

All 92 brethren were accommodated at 
the hotel and each day services were held in 
a lavish ballroom on site. Each morning a 
breakfast buffet was served, which included 
western and Asian cuisine for all to enjoy. It 
was the perfect place to meet new friends. 
The main dining area looked out on a large 
pool, where many chose to spend their 
free time cooling off and relaxing with one 
another after services. 

The first Holy Day encouraged a beauti-
ful harmonious spirit among the members 
in Malaysia. This was upheld throughout 
the Feast as everybody was inspired by the 
messages given during services. It became 
clear that a theme was emerging which 
highlighted the importance of an active 
relationship with God—a relationship 
only achieved by drawing close to God 
and keeping our love and affection for him 
alive. This message developed an under-
standing that this is how God expects us 
to view our relationship with each other 
and that we are not just a community of 
people, but instead a family in Christ. 

In conclusion of the joyous Holy Day, we 
shared a colorful welcome dinner which 
took place among the palms and green-
ery of the garden. The spirit was not at all 
dampened by an unannounced arrival of 
thunderstorms and torrential rain, which 
instead drew us closer together and became 
a night we can all look back on fondly! 

We were extremely blessed with the array 
of special music which took place each day. 
It played a large role in emphasizing our 
love of worshipping God and established 
an appreciation of the different talents He 
has blessed each of us with. 

This year there was a keen focus on 
the youth with a youth day service which 
allowed young adults to lead songs and give 
opening and closing prayers. Two prepared 
split-sermons, which were delivered direct-
ly for the benefit of the younger members 
gathered at the site. On the weekly Sabbath, 
there was a Bible study for the children and 
a separate one that was directed at the teens 
and young adults. This approach was effec-
tive as it encouraged all members to study 
and be involved. 

Other activities included an excursion to 
a butterfly farm, another exquisite dinner 
held in George Town, a young adult’s trip 
and many other activities organized by 
brethren with one goal in mind: to grow 
closer and solidify our relationships.

After sharing a farewell lunch and rem-
iniscing on our eight days spent rejoicing 
in the glory of God, it became truly appar-
ent that God’s Work had been in action at 
the Feast of Tabernacles locations around 
the world. This is a work that prepares us 

spiritually for the return of Jesus Christ, for 
His Kingdom to be established and for us 
to become part of the family of God. 

Grace Langford

Sakhangyi, 
Myanmar

The 32 members that attended the Feast 
in a village just outside Sakhangyi this 
year met for services each day in a stur-
dy, handmade tabernacle made of sand, 
forest trees, vines and thatching. They 
had worked to build it in the weeks lead-
ing up to the Feast, and at the Feast they 
sacrificed so much to ensure that visitors 
had enough food, comfort and enjoyment, 
often getting up at the crack of dawn just 
to prepare the duck curry for lunch.

The brethren loved to sing, and greatly 
appreciated having other brethren come to 
spend time with them. Visitors were wel-
comed with open arms, and encouraged 
to bring others. The brethren had next 
to nothing, and yet they gave everything 
they had for Australian visitors to have 
a great time, and it was through this that 
we learned something incredible. We felt 
that even though we knew nothing of these 
people prior to meeting them, we became 
part of their community as joint believers 
in God’s Way. 

This small cluster of brethren encour-
aged us greatly and gave these two sheltered 
Australians a lesson on just how spiritual-
ly intimate and uplifting the Feast can be. 
Attending a smaller Feast site with oppor-
tunities to serve such as Myanmar brings 
new meaning to the Feast and anticipation 
of God’s coming Kingdom of God, and is 
one of the most blessed and spiritually ful-
filling things God has taught us to do.

Aaron Jennings
 

Lake Taupo, Acacia 
Bay, New Zealand

At the conclusion of the Feast, we often 
reflect on the experience and consider, 
“Was this the best Feast ever?” It is hard 
to say, but this year Lake Taupo provided 
a majestically natural backdrop for a most 
inspiring and uplifting Feast. The sec-
ond-largest freshwater lake in the Southern 
Hemisphere—complete with snow-capped 
mountains—provided a millennial setting.

The spiritual diet was excellent, with an 
emphasis on our future role as teachers 
helping save the world under Jesus Christ. 
Some of the challenges presented were:

• Those who “sit in Moses’ seat” need to 
ensure they love and care for Christ’s sheep—
to edify, exhort, encourage and enable them 
on their journey to the Kingdom. 

• When we consider God’s glory, how 
almighty is the Almighty?

• Having a family of godly children 
brings Him great joy and is the return He 
is looking for, after He paid such a high 

price for us.
• Are we willing to take action for the 

benefit of our brother—to love them—so 
that they can have eternal life?

It is difficult to identify all the significant 
moments that make a Feast such an expe-
rience. There was a spattering of organized 
activities that were well attended and con-
tributed to the great atmosphere that was 
experienced by all at the Feast. There were 
also two “Open Homes” where food and 
fellowship were enjoyed by many of the 
100 or so attendees.

We were also blessed with the talent 
and gifts of various U.S., Filipino, Cana-
dian and Australian visitors—along with 
indigenous members. 

Each Feast experience stands on its own 
merits and comparing it with other Feasts 
is subjective. But if we are able to experi-
ence Lake Taupo again next year as we did 
this year, we will be most blessed!

Stephen Clark
 

Baguio City, 
Philippines 

Baguio City was once again one of the 
three Feast of Tabernacles sites here in the 
Philippines for the United Church of God. 
For the 19th consecutive time, the Feast 
of Tabernacles was held at the “Ang Ating 
Tahanan” grounds of the Girl Scouts of the 
Philippines in Baguio City. We have been 
privileged to use their multi-purpose hall 
specifically for services since 2012.  

The Feast started out with the Open-
ing Night welcoming service, highlighted 
by the welcome video message from our 
president, Mr. Victor Kubik. The highest 
attendance we had was 130 people on the 
sixth day. We were also able to welcome a 
few brethren from the United States and 
Australia. 

The messages were all uplifting, inspir-
ing and encouraging. They focused on 
the reality of the establishment of God’s 
Kingdom that will bring about everlasting 
peace, true happiness and spiritually abun-
dant living. The messages also touched on 
why we dwell in booths for seven days as 
strangers and pilgrims on this earth. We 
were also admonished to seek first the 
Kingdom of God and His righteousness 
and the need to pray more fervently “Thy 
Kingdom Come!” With the help of God’s 
Holy Spirit, we have been given the abili-
ty to now envision how this will truly be 
made a reality very soon. 

We were privileged again to have with us 
for the second half of the Feast our senior 
pastor for the Philippines and his wife, 
David and Denise Dobson. They shared 
their first half of the Feast this time with 
our brethren in our Davao, Philippines site. 

As in previous years, various wholesome 
activities were enjoyed by the young and 
old alike. Everyone had the opportunity 
to enjoy fun, food, fellowship and games. 
Youth Day activities took place on the sec-
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Canada
Cochrane, Alberta 

The Feast of Tabernacles returned to 
Cochrane, Alberta again this year. Ser-
vices were conducted at the Cochrane 
Ranchehouse. The Ranchehouse is nestled 
in a valley on the edge of Cochrane with a 
picturesque view of the Rocky Mountains 
to the west. Each day clear skies gave us 
majestic views of the snow-covered moun-
tains. The sermons and the special music, 

from the opening message to the end of 
the Eighth Day, all focused on building a 
stronger and deeper relationship with God 
and with each other, being a temple of God 
and aiming for that higher calling of being 
part of His family, “to be doing.” 

Mr. Kubik’s opening video and Sabbath 
message were much appreciated. They help 
the Feast sites around the world feel con-
nected together. The high attendance in 
Cochrane was 180 people on the first Holy 

Day. Activities included a festival dinner, 
family day, a hymn-sing and three evenings 
where the seniors could come and visit, 
play games and listen to live music. 

Feastgoers also took advantage of 
Cochrane’s ideal location, 20 minutes 
west of Calgary and within easy driving 
distances to Banff National Park and Lake 
Louise. Many spent their afternoons trav-
eling into the mountains to see the scenery 
and into Calgary to go to the Telus Science 

center or the Calgary zoo to see the Pan-
das, the snow leopard and the penguins. A 
pre-Feast guided bus tour into Banff and 
Jasper National parks was organized for 
those who could come a few days early. 

Those who had the opportunity to join 
the tour were treated to sunny skies and 
breathtaking views, including the Colum-
bia Ice fields and Glacier Skywalk (a glass-
floored platform suspended out over the 
edge of the mountain). Because many of 

ond day for the preteens and teens, while 
the Seniors’ Dinner on the third day was 
hosted by our teens and young adults. 

Family Day activities were on the fourth 
day, and included activities for families with 
infants and toddlers. The Festival Show 
this year was again held on the evening of 
the sixth day after the weekly Sabbath. It 
featured festive songs and dances such as 
“Pearly Shells” from Hawaii, “Hava Nag-
ila” from Israel and our local folk dance, 
the Tinikling, among others. All brethren 
from the youngest and the oldest genera-
tions participated in an effort to bridge the 
generation gap. The spiritually awe-inspir-
ing messages centered on the meaning of 
“going up to the mountain of the Lord.” 

Warm fellowship and the spirit of ser-
vice and outgoing concern was seen by all 
at the Baguio City Feast site. We all felt we 
were blessed by our Great God with a much 
deeper level of spiritual understanding of 
the joy, unity, love and togetherness that we 
will surely enjoy in His Kingdom forever. 
This Feast of Tabernacles indeed was our 
best Feast ever! 

Rey Evasco

Davao City, 
Philippines 

The halls of GSP Camp Alano at Toril, 
Davao City were once again filled with 
laughter and glee when 222 brethren 
assembled to observe the Feast of Taber-
nacles and the Eighth Day. There were 207 
people from Mindanao, Philippines, 12 
from Luzon, Philippines, two from Alaska 
and one from Australia who “sojourned” 
in this rustic venue, which most of us have 
considered our Feast home since the early 
1970s. The camp, with its wide open spaces 
and towering talisay and mango trees, is far 
from the hustle and bustle of the big city of 
Davao. The serene, peaceful setting made 
it a conducive environment for meditating 
and communing with God, as well as for 
fellowshipping and rejoicing with brethren 
who were gathered for the same purpose.

We were privileged to have with us our 
senior pastor, Mr. David Dobson and his 
wife Denise, during the first half of the 
Feast. This added a dose of spiritual nour-

ishment in the form of uplifting and fulfill-
ing messages for all to seek first the King-
dom of God (Matthew 6:33) as our theme 
of this year’s Feast. Mr. Kubik’s message 
encouraged God’s people to press toward 
the mountain of the Lord, the center of 
God’s government in the coming Kingdom.  

The weather was beautiful with warm 
sunny days—from day one to the Eighth 
Day. This allowed members to truly enjoy 
the daily morning services and afternoon 
activities with events tailored for the fam-
ily. The youth and singles had a forum 
hosted by Mr. Dobson. There were also 
field games for both old and young during 
the family sports day. 

The brethren’s fellowship with each 
other started early in the morning, where 
hot chocolate drinks and hot bread were 
served. In addition to breakfast and lunch, 
we had daily afternoon snacks, tropical 
fruits and native delicacies, and the fellow-
ship extended till dinner in the evening. 

We were the humble beneficiaries of 
God’s mercy when He spared us from the 
possible consequence of the magnitude 
six earthquake that occurred during our 
Festival Show, causing the disruption and 
rescheduling of the same activity on the 
evening after the weekly Sabbath of Oct. 
19. His loving care and generosity to His 
people was very much evident. 

This year’s celebration of the Feast of Tab-
ernacles and the Eighth Day will again lin-
ger in our memories as another “best Feast 
ever.” With all that God allowed us to enjoy 
this year, we gave honor and glory to Him 
by singing our parting song, “For the Beau-
ty of the Earth.” The Feast of Tabernacles 
and the Eighth day were truly a foretaste of 
the wonderful world ahead.  

Raul Villacote
  

Visayas, Philippines 
Brethren from congregations in the 

Visayas region of the Philippines—joined 
by a handful of guests from Canada and 
the islands of Luzon and Mindanao—
enjoyed the Feast of Tabernacles and the 
Eighth Day celebration for the sixth time 
this year at Baybayon Ni Agalon (The 
Master’s Shore) in Albuera, Leyte. The 
resort provided an exclusive nature-in-

spired environment for the Feastgoers, 
giving everyone a beautiful picture of 
God’s coming kingdom.

Total attendance reached 119 people. 
Of those, 114 attendees came from the 
Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao islands, 
with five foreign guests coming from 
Canada. Inspiring messages, beautiful 
special music and wonderful hymns were 
among the daily spiritual activities every-
one enjoyed during the Feast. Adding to 
the thrill and enjoyment were the activities 
such as Fellowship Night on the first day, 
followed by the Youth, Single’s and Chil-
dren’s Day. Kids, young adults and sin-
gles enjoyed outdoor games and a public 
speaking activity in the evening.

The third day became one of the high-
lights as brethren showcased their talents 
during the Variety Show and Entertain-
ment Night. There were a total of 17 pre-
sentations performed by members from 
the different congregations in the Visayas, 
Manila and the foreign guests from Canada. 

Fun games included an action relay, 
a sack race and a baby bottle race which 
gave everyone the opportunity to work as 
a team and see how strong God’s family 
can be when everyone works together for 
a common goal during the Family, Delica-
cy and Sports Day. The servants and local 
leaders also had the chance to bond with 
each other and talk about their experi-
ences in leading and serving God’s people 
during the Servant Leaders’ Dinner on the 
evening of the fourth day. It was a night of 
good food and great conversations for the 
people who are tending God’s flock.

The fifth day gave a chance for brethren 
to flex their knowledge of the Bible during 
the Bible Bowl challenge. Three teams 
competed for the highest score and in the 
end Team B won after they gave the com-
plete list of the names of Jacob’s 12 sons. 

The seniors and elderly in God’s Church 
were then honored with a special dinner 
on the evening of the sixth day. A memory 
verse challenge was held after the banquet. 
A regular worship service was done on the 
morning of the seventh day and a group 
picture followed. A festival dinner was 
served for all Feastgoers where everyone 
enjoyed viewing the photos and videos of 
the activities done in the previous days of 

the Feast while enjoying delicious food.
On the Eighth Day, most of the brethren 

spent some time taking final photos with 
family, friends and new acquaintances 
before leaving. With the guidance, inspi-
ration and protection of the Great God 
Almighty and the active participation of 
volunteers and committees, the Feast of 
Tabernacles and the Eighth Day celebra-
tion this year was great success! 

Jose Campos

Kalutara, Sri Lanka
A joyous Feast was held this year at the 

Royal Palms Beach Resort on the southwest-
ern coastline of Sri Lanka. Together, 88 breth-
ren rejoiced and worshipped God together 
for eight wonderful days. Inspiring messag-
es, close family camaraderie and delicious 
shared meals at the hotel restaurant buffet 
were hallmarks of the Feast. Staying togeth-
er in the same resort and having daily meals 
together yielded a millennial atmosphere as 
Sri Lankan and overseas brethren grew to 
love one another and soon became like fam-
ily. The messages during the Feast were both 
encouraging and thought-provoking.

Sri Lankans and visitors alike also enjoyed 
many Feast activities: a fun-filled Family 
Day with a wide variety of team games and 
challenges, a variety show displaying partic-
ipant’s talents and humor, an exciting game 
of cricket played in the pouring rain and 
some great splashes in the pool with friends. 

A Feast tradition continued on “saree and 
sarong day.” The ladies and men dressed in 
traditional Sri Lankan clothing with a variety 
of beautiful colors. Visiting members from 
other countries were encouraged to partici-
pate and the local ladies and gents supplied 
extra sarees and sarongs.

The 2019 Feast in Sri Lanka was uplift-
ing and meaningful for all, and encouraged 
God’s people to endure until the end—
pressing toward the goal of His Kingdom in 
every aspect of their lives this coming year. 

For those interested in enjoying a once-in-
a-lifetime experience in a part of the world 
that is seldom visited, you are encouraged 
to come to the “Pearl of the Indian Ocean” 
and rejoice with your brothers and sisters at 
God’s Feast in 2020. 

David Schreiber  
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those attending in Cochrane rented hol-
iday homes and apartments, there were 
great opportunities to invite others to their 
accommodation for food and fellowship. 
In one instance more than 40 people all 
came together for an evening! 

Near the end of the Feast, Feastgoers 
started to bring donations for the local 
food bank. In the end there were four 
heaping shopping carts of food and nearly 
$1,300 collected. For all those who con-
tributed, the local food bank said, “Wow, 
thanks so much!” 

The Feast this year was very uplifting 
and rewarding, strengthening our hope 
for the soon-coming Kingdom of God. 

Larry DeLong

Osoyoos Lake, 
British Columbia 

The Feast in British Columbia was held on 
the shore of Osoyoos Lake at the Watermark 
Beach Resort. The views were spectacular 
and the setting millennial with orchards and 
vineyards surrounding the lakeshore. Bible 
studies were held several times during the 
Feast and the highest attendance was 211 
people the morning of the Eighth Day. 

Activities included a wine tour for 60 
adults that were bussed to five area wineries 
to sample the local vintages. On Wednes-
day, brethren enjoyed an exceptionally fun 
Family Day with go-karts and an 18-hole 
miniature golf course at nearby Rattle-
snake Canyon Amusement Park. Later, a 
family dinner and dance was held. Young 
adults and teens wowed everyone with their 
advanced swing dance techniques. 

On Thursday, some brethren hiked up 
Mount Kobau and down to Covert Farms 
Estate where they enjoyed an organic wine 
tasting. Meanwhile, the teens enjoyed an 
outdoor cookout and beach volleyball at 
the Feast venue. The same day, a golf tour-
nament challenged members of all skill 

levels to work together at Sonora Dunes. 
Friday found the seniors enjoying a 

catered meal and an interactive discussion 
led by Ed Dowd at the Seniors’ Luncheon. 
They also enjoyed games of cribbage on 
two evenings during the Feast.  

The members appreciated having the 
Feast with a centralized location where 
members could stay together and walk 
directly from their lodging to the daily 
church services, main activities, catered 
events, scenic walkways and local establish-
ments. God provided us with a taste of the 
future Kingdom of God and the unifying 
relationships that will abound on Earth. 

John Elliott 

Blainville, Quebec
We were blessed this year to have French 

and English messages given by live speakers 
and only needed DVDs for three services in 
the eight days. 

Our Feast coordinators Harold and Sha-
ron Descoteaux presented handmade gifts 
for each family. The gifts were wooden 
irons decorated with colored fall leaves (to 
go with the beautiful fall foliage we were 
blessed with here in Quebec) and which 
held the scripture, Ephesians 5:27 “…that 
He might present the church to Himself in 
all its glory, without a spot or wrinkle…,” to 
help us iron out our lives.

Chantal Leclerc presented everyone with 
a French Feast bookmark and Linda McAl-
lister, who transferred from the U.S. to keep 
the Feast with our small group, gave each 
family a gift bag containing essential oil 
and body cream. 

We were hosts to six visitors from other 
areas and from other Church affiliations. 
Our activities included a social evening of 
music and games, two special afternoons 
for the ladies—one for making a potpour-
ri craft and one for making cards—a Friday 
night Bible study and on Sunday evening we 

enjoyed a social get-together at Bruno and 
Chantal Leclerc’s hotel room, with lots of 
fellowshipping and some music. 

On the Eighth Day, a lunch was prepared 
for us by the hotel. We presented the hotel 
owner, Mannuel Puga, with a card of thanks 
and a box of chocolates.

We had special music for the offertory 
on the first day of the Feast played on the 
piano by Kevin Ford. On the morning of 
the Eighth Day, we heard a duet by Sharon 
Descoteaux and Beverly Hebert and in the 
afternoon Al Davidson from Ottawa sang a 
cappella. We were pleased that our minister 
Mr. Mike Caputo, his wife and his moth-
er-in-law attended the first four days of the 
Feast with us. Kevin Ford also attended the 
first four days of the Feast and we thank 
him very much for providing us with live 
music for our hymns and the special offer-
tory music he did for the first day. 

 We wish to thank everyone for the 
camaraderie and family atmosphere. We 
are also very grateful to the Descoteauxs 
for all the work and planning to make our 
Feast a success.

Beve Hebert

Midland, Ontario 
Brethren from across North America 

gathered in picturesque Midland, Ontario 
for the Feast of Tabernacles. Our meeting 
hall again was in the Quality Inn, where 
the majority of Feast guests lodged. The 
hotel featured a verdant and glass-enclosed 
atrium where guests gathered for breakfast 
each day. The facility provided us much 
flexibility for our services and activities, 
giving us an all-inclusive feel.  Our atten-
dance for the first Holy Day was a high of 
160 people and throughout the remainder 
of the Feast our average was 145. 

The vivid autumn colors were at their 
height and provided a vibrant backdrop 
to the many lakeside walking trails avail-

able. The quaint downtown streets of 
Midland were artistically enhanced by 
murals depicting the town’s history and 
surrounding region. Restaurants and 
shops punctuated the streets, making for 
an enjoyable excursion. 

The activities were well attended. The 
meet-and-greet featured an opportunity 
for fellowship and snacks during the eve-
ning of the first Holy Day. The hymn-sing 
gave an occasion for the musically expres-
sive to vocalize and socialize. A bus tour was 
arranged as an unofficial activity for those 
who wanted to see Algonquin Provincial 
Park. Family Day was creatively designed to 
allow participation by people of all ages. We 
also gathered in the atrium for a game night 
where a broad range of games were played.

Mr. Aaron Dean conducted the Friday 
evening Bible study in which he covered 
the book of Ruth. The two teen activities 
included a Bible study and games afternoon 
with a backyard fire complete with s’mores, 
and an afternoon of go-carting. 

On Sabbath morning a senior’s brunch 
was arranged. Mr. David Metzel gave an 
encouraging reminder of the need to keep 
serving regardless of our age. On Saturday 
evening we enjoyed a variety night which 
included vocal solos, poems, group songs 
and musical pieces. 

Finally, on the Eighth Day, many breth-
ren took advantage of the Last Great Day 
Luncheon which allowed for a convenient 
way to enjoy one last meal together. 

As in previous years we contributed 
back to the Midland community by col-
lecting for the local food bank. A number 
of visitors took advantage of the Midland 
location by visiting Niagara Falls either 
before or after the Feast. 

Brethren commented on how enjoyable 
it was to be able to meet so many people 
from such a broad range of age groups. We 
look forward to seeing returnees and new 
attendees next year. 

Paul Wasilkoff

Mirebalais, Haiti  
The 2019 Feast of Tabernacles was held 

for eight days in the mountains of Mire-
balais, Haiti. The site is only 45 miles 
from Port au Prince, but for eight days, it 
seemed worlds away from the strife and 
violence that has gripped the nation for 
the last six months. In this little piece of 
the world, there was a slice of peace and 
harmony for those gathered in the church 
hall for eight days celebrating God’s Feast 
of Tabernacles.

With services each morning, the breth-
ren got to hear Deacon Joseph Jean preach 
about a new world coming to this earth: 
a new world that will usher in peace and 
prosperity not only to Haiti but to the 
entire world. The brethren were helped to 

visualize that coming world with vivid ser-
mons and music written and sung just for 
the Feast. With the theme from Psalm 45:6, 
our family in Haiti now knows there is a 
future world where “God will rule with a 
scepter of righteousness forever and ever!”

The Feast started with less than 100 peo-
ple on the first day but swelled to over 200 
by the last day. More and more people came 
to see what this Feast was all about. A large 
lunch was planned daily so all could “feast” 
together in the newly built church hall. 

The youth greatly enjoyed the gifts of 
toys and sweets sent to them by brethren 
in Canada and the United States. Some 
youngsters enjoyed their first new toy ever. 

“It was a time of great joy and happi-
ness,” commented Joseph Jean. Living in 
a world like Haiti, it was a great blessing to 

enjoy eight days of God’s Word and bless-
ings, with a greater hope of a lasting peace 
in the country of Haiti upon Christ’s Sec-
ond Coming. Everyone is looking forward 
to next year’s Feast of Tabernacles—which 
cannot come fast enough for our wonder-
ful family in Haiti. We did not receive pho-
tos, but we did receive several videos of the 
brethren rejoicing. You can view them on 
ucghaiti.blogspot.com.

Chuck Smith

Montego Bay, 
Jamaica 

God’s blessings were evident at the 2019 
Feast of Tabernacles in Montego Bay, 
Jamaica this year, as 496 brethren wor-

shipped and enjoyed time together. The 
messages and special music all tied into 
the theme of Jeremiah 29:11-13, remind-
ing us of God’s peace and hope for us, and 
our responsibility to grow in love, respect 
and unity.  

Highlights included two baptisms, the 
blessing of the little children, children’s 
choir (50 on stage), preteen and teen activ-
ities, a ladies’ mingle, a widows’ tea, a men’s 
summit, a Jamaican cultural night, two 
day passes (for Jamaican brethren to enjoy 
meals and activities on the hotel property) 
and a buffet lunch together on the Eighth 
Day between services. 

Weather was hot and humid, with 
only a few tropical rain showers at night. 
Beautiful sunny afternoons were ideal 
for spending time outdoors at the lovely 

Caribbean
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Europe/British Isles
Kuressaare, Estonia 

A delightful Feast of Tabernacles was 
held in the eastern European country of 
Estonia. A total of 30 Feastgoers from 
eight countries gathered on the Baltic 
Sea island of Saaremaa at an all-inclusive 
spa resort in the city of Kuressaare. Four 
attendees from three countries experi-
enced the joy of their very first Feast of 
Tabernacles with us, and three newlywed 
couples were among the attendees at this 
English-speaking site. 

Breakfast and dinner gourmet buffets 
were enjoyed with a view of the Baltic 
Sea on one side of the restaurant and a 
medieval castle just a few blocks away on 
the other side of our upscale resort. Much 
of the food for the fancy meals was pro-
duced on the large island. 

The Viking-themed area was rich 
with the history of the Estonian people. 
Remnants of the German and Soviet era 
occupations, as well as lighthouses and 
museums, were seen on a bus tour of 
the area. Many local shops and restau-
rants were within walking distance of the 
resort hotel. A day-and-a-half of sun-
shine brightened up the mostly cloudy 
weather and pleasant temperatures were 
enjoyed all week. The ferryboat ride from 
the mainland to the large island was also 
a pleasant experience. The socializing 
opportunities were outstanding and 
included a castle tour and a well-attend-
ed game night. 

We were privileged to have special 
music every day of the Feast. Three dif-
ferent special music presentations in 
three languages (English, Estonian and 
Ukrainian) on the Eighth Day were a 
memorable highlight. We had an excel-
lent variety of daily sermons and sermon-
ettes, as well as two Bible study presenta-
tions and a slideshow tour of Israel. We 
also held a “Circle of Friends” gathering 
in the evening as we began the Eighth 
Day to share who we looked forward to 
seeing in the resurrection. All in all, the 

Estonia experience was a satisfying Feast 
that pointed to a marvelous future in the 
Kingdom of God. 

Tim Martens

 St. Raphaël, France 
This year, 265 brethren from nine coun-

tries gathered together at the Cap Estèrel 
Village in St. Raphaël on the French 
Riviera for the Feast of Tabernacles and 
Eighth Day. The all-inclusive site meant 
good fellowship over meals, and having 
many local eateries and cafes meant lots 
of time together after the days’ activities. 

Messages focused on the need for 
repentance now to be prepared to rule 
in God’s coming Kingdom of God with 
many using effective PowerPoint presen-
tations. We also enjoyed an interactive 
Bible study from Roy Waterhouse on 
principles of Christian leadership as well 
as an informative seminar by Eve Gray on 
“Myths of Evolution.” Tim Pebworth gave 
an update on the work of the Church in 
the French-speaking areas and we offered 
a webcast for those Pour l’Avenir sub-
scribers who are just learning about the 
Church. 

Brethren were able to explore the sur-
rounding area by renting cars or taking 
planned excursions to Cannes, St. Paul de 
Vence and Monaco. Situated a short walk 
from the Mediterranean, Feastgoers expe-
rienced a peaceful appreciation of God’s 
power and Creation as the clouds rolled 
out over the water each day, contribut-
ing to picturesque sunrises and sunsets. 
A heavy rain on the day of the Cannes 
excursion provided fond memories. 

This festival site was blessed with 
remarkable special music every day, 
through vocal solos, choir and small 
group performances and various instru-
mental musical offerings. Activities 
included Family Day, in which families 
participated in a high ropes course, a 
zipline and various boating activities in 
the Mediterranean Sea. 

A variety-show-turned-dance allowed 
people of all ages to dance and appreciate 
musical performances on one of the last 
nights of the Feast. Above all, we expe-
rienced a spirit of participation, cooper-
ation and mutual support through our 
eight days together. It was a special time in 
a special place that God had chosen for us.

Tim Pebworth
 

Schluchsee, 
Germany 

This year, 234 brethren from 11 coun-
tries celebrated the Feast of Tabernacles in 
the stunning surroundings of the German 
Black Forest. The fall colors and glisten-
ing lake of Schluchsee provided a millen-
nial setting, and our international visitors 
praised the quiet and peaceful location. 

Once again, the atmosphere at the 
Feast was joyous and uplifting. The ser-
mons were presented in either German or 
English, with simultaneous translation. 
The children’s choir, festival choir and 
other special music added to the festive 
atmosphere. 

Activities included a welcome evening, 
a women’s breakfast, Bible discussion 
rounds, children’s Bible studies, teen stud-
ies, a day excursion to Breisach am Rhein 
where participants visited Europe’s largest 
wine cellar, a go-carting youth activity, 
volleyball, karaoke, a well-loved formal 
dance evening, a piano concert and our 
final farewell evening. 

The piano concert this year was a real 
highlight and an opportunity for the 
Church to thank our host town by inviting 
members of the public to the experience. 
The audience was very appreciative of the 
incredible talent of our “home-grown” 
pianists! 

The Feast was over too soon but the 
encouragement and joyfulness felt by all 
who were at Schluchsee this year will last 
for a long time to come. 

Claire Kasper 

Sabaudia, Italy
 Our heartfelt thanks goes to all the 

brethren who celebrated the Feast of 
Tabernacles with us in Sabaudia, Italy. 
The highest attendance was 255 people 
with participants from Australia, Bra-
zil, Canada, Ireland, Peru, Philippines, 
United Kingdom, the United States 
and of course Italy. During the Feast in 
Sabaudia, nine people were baptized and 
are now joyfully added to the Church in 
Italy. Through God, these members were 
called after coming across our YouTube 
channel LaBuonaNotiziaTV.

During the Feast we were spiritually 
nourished by very inspiring and powerful 
messages, including the video messages 
from our chairman and president. Cultur-
al tours to Pompeii, Rome and the Vatican 
Museums were offered as part of our Feast 
educational program in relation to ancient 
Christianity versus paganism. It was histo-
ry coming alive before our eyes! Further-
more, we had wonderful weather all eight 
days of the Feast. This allowed relaxation 
time on the golden sandy beach with blue 
sea and entertaining games. The brethren 
enjoyed memorable social activities, such 
as an Italian wine-tasting experience, a tal-
ent show and an evening dance. Brethren of 
all ages had the opportunity to renew their 
longtime friendships as well as to make new 
friends in Christian fellowship. At the end 
of the Feast there was a balloon send-off 
toward the blue sky to say goodbye to the 
brethren before their departure from the 
Feast site. The entire Feast offered moving 
and unforgettable moments. 

Many brethren have written to us in 
appreciation, yet we are the ones who need 
to sincerely express our gratefulness for 
their presence, friendship and generous 
support. There are no adequate words to 
thank all the brethren, adults and children 
who have contributed with their presence 
and their joyful singing voices in making 
the Feast a memorable one. 

Church services were held in the newly 

Hilton Rose Hall—in the lazy river, on a 
sailboat or building a sand castle on the 
beach. Several brethren enjoyed group 
tours—snorkeling, zip-lining and even 
swimming with dolphins. 

Many families returned for their second 
or third time to this location, prompted 
by the warm Jamaican brethren, the tran-
quil setting and the hotel’s all-inclusive 
plan and service-oriented staff. In total, 
we had about 125 children from the age 
of one month to 12 years old! 

For those interested, we’re planning to 
be at this same location for 2020. The site 
seems to fill up quickly every year! From 
sunrise hikes along the golf course to sun-
set photo opportunities, there is something 

for everyone to experience in this millen-
nial setting. The only hard part is saying 
goodbye! 

Jeff and Alisa Lockhart

St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines 

For the first time in the history of UCG, 
God’s Feast was celebrated on the island of 
St. Vincent, just one of the several islands 
in the nation of St. Vincent and the Gren-
adines. Centered in the beautiful Caribbe-
an Sea, St. Vincent was central for most of 
the brethren on the neighboring islands 
in the Southern Caribbean. Its newly built 

airport also made it more convenient for 
brethren from the U.S. and Canada.

With warm days and breezy nights, 
brethren gathered at the Sunset Shores 
Resort for eight days of feasting on the 
spiritual and the physical. Around 90 of 
us shared the vision of a better world to 
come, and we also shared and enjoyed the 
blessings God has given us today. 

The Feast had uplifting and energetic 
messages as well as inspiring music each 
day. Everyone enjoyed a family dance/
karaoke night, followed by a day trip to 
the gorgeous island of Bequia, where 
we were greeted by a specially prepared 
meal along a beautiful, secluded beach 
we almost had to ourselves. 

One of the highlights of the Feast was all 
of us eating together at a private barbeque 
which was held in honor of the Caribbean 
brethren and hosted and paid for by the 
U.S. and Canadian brethren. Everyone 
also enjoyed an interactive Bible study on 
Friday night. Over 90% of the brethren 
came  and most of them participated in the 
interactive portion of the study. The warm 
family atmosphere was felt by all.

It was a Feast to remember for this great 
family reunion in the Caribbean Sea. God 
truly blessed this little site this year with all 
His children coming together to worship 
together in harmony.

Chuck and Mary Smith
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restored hotel meeting hall. The beautiful 
news is that the main hotel in Sabaudia has 
bought the very nearby hotel. This is now 
under renovation and, next year, we’ll be 
able to offer several additional new rooms 
while still keeping up our tradition of 
letting all Feast participants to eat at the 
same restaurant. This is a family setting 
that makes us live all days of the Feast as a 
reflection of the beauty of God’s Kingdom. 

We hope to see many more brethren next 
year. Our heartfelt thanks and invitation go 
always to all our brethren around the world.

Carmelo Anastasi

Lluandudno, Wales 
Although the Feast fell relatively late in 

the year and there was a slight chill in the 
air, there was a warm and friendly atmo-
sphere in Llandudno, Wales, in the Brit-
ish Isles. Among the 200 brethren who 
attended, a serving and caring attitude 
prevailed, making it a most enjoyable 
Feast. The highest daily attendance of 180 
occurred on the weekly Sabbath. 

Services, Bible studies and seminars 
were held in the Wedgwood Suite of the St. 
George’s Hotel, which once again proved 

to be an excellent meeting venue. For the 
first time, all social events were held in the 
hotel’s Menai Suite. Messages were very 
encouraging and pointed to the coming 
Kingdom and our role in the future, to help 
the rest of mankind become reconciled to 
God. The wonderful special music, per-
formed by just a few musicians, added to 
the enjoyment of the Feast and our thanks 
go to them for all their hard work.  

Even with the chill of the autumn 
weather, everyone appreciated the beauty 
of Wales. Feastgoers visited many of the 
attractions that North Wales has to offer 

and appreciated its mountain scenery. We 
hope our overseas visitors enjoyed the Feast 
with us and that they, and others, will visit 
us in Southport, North West England, for 
the Feast in 2020. 

For various reasons, registration for the 
British Isles Feast site next year will open 
likely as early as December this year. Infor-
mation will be updated progressively on 
the British Isles Feast page, ucg.org.uk/
feast-of-tabernacles-2020-southport-mer-
seyside-north-west-england/. We hope to 
see you there!

David Payne 

Latin America
Cochabamba, 
Bolivia 

For the sixth consecutive year, we cel-
ebrated the Feast in Bolivia at the Hotel 
Regina Resort & Convention Center in 
the city of Cochabamba, with has excel-
lent facilities and services. There were 34 
brethren in attendance, with visitors from 
Canada, Brazil and England. 

The weather was quite nice, allowing us 
to carry out all the outdoor activities includ-
ing swimming in the resort’s heated pools. 
There were fine activities outside the hotel, 
including two outings to tour the city with 
two group meals at different restaurants. 
We also had a dance, with a folkloric show 
for all. Services were inspiring and focused 
on the coming Kingdom of God. We also 
had two Bible studies, and the children 
enjoyed the festival activity handbooks sent 
from the home office. 

Elizabeth Coles, a member from Cana-
da, wrote about her Feast experience: “We 
are very happy to have visited Bolivia for 
the Feast. I can’t think of another Feast site 
where we have been better fed spiritually 
and physically. It is always a moment of 
rejoicing when we have messages on the 
origin, meaning and purpose of the Feast. 
We learn to understand ourselves much 
better. My husband spoke enthusiastically 
to our family and friends about how com-
passionate and loving all of you are.” Since 
all services were translated into English, 
we hope to have more visitors from other 
parts of the world come to this marvelous 
and very affordable Feast site next year. 
God poured out His blessings on this small 
group of His flock and we were thankful for 
the opportunity to meet in this beautiful 
place in Bolivia where He placed His name. 

Raúl Machicao

Boa Vista, 
Roraima, Brazil

The Feast in Brazil was held at the “sítio 
do Netão” near Boa Vista, Roraima under 
hot and humid skies, with 64 brethren. It 

was a very special Feast, as this was the first 
for seven excited members who attended 
from southern Brazil. This shows the fruit 
of God’s Work that has been done in the 
last few years in the Portuguese language. 
Other members attended from Maloca de 
Moscou and English Guyana, with two 
members from the United States as well.

It was a very special Feast this year for 
two Brazilian members, one from Maloca 
de Moscou (Aldair Mateus da Silva) and 
the other from Nova Granada, São Paulo 
(Adilson Souza Gonçalves), who were bap-
tized. This makes up a total of three Bra-
zilian members baptized this calendar year.

There were many inspirational messages 
of the plan of God and the events leading up 
to the return of Jesus Christ and the King-
dom of God. One memorable and sobering 
sermon was given on the Eight Day on the 
subject of judgment. Some of the import-
ant points mentioned were: judgment has 
started now on God’s Church; either we 
become right in our ways of living now or 
not because our time is now; the outcome 
of judgment is for eternity and man’s judg-
ment is not as just as God’s.

Activities included a children’s party, 
teen party and a ladies’ afternoon tea. 
Josiane Chaves gave a demonstration of 
how to make and decorate sugar cut-out 
cookies. The ladies then had the oppor-
tunity to make their cookies and deco-
rate them. She also demonstrated how to 
make a layered tort cake, which the teens 
iced and decorated. 

The Feast ended all too quickly! 
Although we encountered many physical 
challenges and obstacles, God was there 
to guide us through them. Next year we 
will, God willing, have an additional site in 
southern Brazil, near Rio de Janeiro. 

Jorge and Kathy de Campos

Olmué, Chile
For the seventh year in a row, we were 

able to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles 
in the beautiful valley of Olmué, which 
is located 60 miles north of Santiago, the 
capital of Chile. The weather was nice, 

with no rain. We had 103 brethren attend 
from Chile, Argentina, Peru, Guatemala, 
El Salvador and the United States.

As in past years, there were a number of 
activities offered for different age groups. 
We had a children’s party with 13 attend-
ing and the youth had a barbecue and 
dance. We also had a family dance, a tea 
for seniors and the traditional Talent Night 
with a dinner prepared by members of the 
Spokesman’s Club. There was also a nice 
excursion to a nearby mountaintop with 
a hot-air balloon ride. Messages focused 
mostly on the coming Kingdom of God. 

I was also able to travel to the state of 
Misiones in northern Argentina, where 
the brethren observed the Feast of Taber-
nacles in two areas. We met with a group of 
59 brethren in the first site, Campo Viera. 
We held a barbecue there after services on 
the Sabbath, and the next morning visited 
the second Feast site in Ameghino, with 
19 brethren present. We had morning ser-
vices and a potluck afterward. 

As always, time flew quickly but in 
the end, there was a feeling that we had 
enjoyed—despite some social unrest in 
Chile—the best Feast of our lives.

Jaime Gallardo

Bucaramanga, 
Colombia

The Feast in Colombia was held in the 
city of Bucaramanga, located in the eastern 
mountain range in the country. A five-star 
resort/event hotel, the Hotel Chicamocha, 
was used as the Feast site, and everyone ate 
together and enjoyed the beautiful ameni-
ties of the hotel. The high attendance for 
the Feast was 88 people, which included 10 
brethren from the United States.

Many inspiring messages were given 
focusing on the Kingdom of God, includ-
ing maintaining our spiritual vision, the 
place God chooses to place His name, the 
good news of the Kingdom and avoiding 
ingratitude and its consequences. 

A special city tour was held which 
included a tour of the historic colonial vil-
lage of Giron and a cable car ride to Cerro 

El Santisimo, a park from which a breath-
taking view of the city and valley below 
could be seen. The brethren were also able 
to enjoy a wonderful water and light show. 

Many comments were made about what 
a wonderful Feast we had and we all look 
forward to returning to Bucaramanga next 
year for the Feast of Tabernacles 2020.

Fred Nance

Panajachel, 
Guatemala

With the backdrop of the beautiful Lake 
Atitlan, the Feast of Tabernacles was again 
kept in Panajachel, Guatemala. We had 
224 brethren in attendance from Guate-
mala, United States, Panama, Costa Rica, 
El Salvador, Canada and Mexico. There 
was an atmosphere of peace, harmony and 
cooperation and we were blessed with fine 
weather. 

There were numerous activities and 
many special music performances with 
different choirs of children, youth and 
adults. It was a very edifying Feast with 
messages explaining the coming kingdom 
of God to provide mankind with the true 
values of love, justice and mercy. 

We are certain God was honored through 
every one of the activities because we could 
experience His blessings in the harmony 
and unity felt among the brethren.   

Israel Robledo

Puerto Vallarta, 
Mexico

For the ninth year in a row, the Hotel 
Friendly Vallarta, an all-inclusive beach 
and spa resort in Puerto Vallarta, Mexico 
welcomed us with open arms to hold the 
Feast of Tabernacles there. 

There was a record of 740 brethren in 
attendance from nine different coun-
tries (Mexico, the United States, Canada, 
Guatemala, Chile, the United Kingdom, 
Australia, Holland and Colombia). The 
numbers allowed us to have exclusive use 
of the hotel, its staff, activities and meals 
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Bend-Redmond, 
Oregon 

Bend-Redmond, Oregon once again 
hosted the Feast of Tabernacles in 2019, 
serving the Pacific Northwest brethren 
and our many visitors in its gorgeous mil-
lennial setting. Approximately 550 breth-
ren gathered together to worship God and 
to commemorate and celebrate the com-
ing Kingdom of God. 

The millennial setting of Bend-Red-
mond, with its majestic mountain peaks, 
beautiful fall colors and high desert weath-
er set the stage for the Feast with many 
brethren taking time during the week to 
hike the incredible vistas of Smith Rock, 
Tumalo Falls and the idyllic Deschutes 
River. Some even took the time to visit 
Crater Lake State Park and witnessed the 
stunning scenery of the former Mt. Maza-
ma. The weather held for most of the week 
despite consistently forecasted rain, and 
the sunny days and crisp cool nights—
along with the beautiful colors of the fall 
foliage—only added to the festival feel.

We enjoyed wonderful messages that 
inspired visions of the coming Kingdom of 
God, of the millennial reign of Jesus Christ 
and the saints and of the times of resto-
ration to come, when all people will be 
healed of their spiritual blindness and the 
Word of God will be poured out on this 
earth like rain upon a parched and thirsty 
land. The teen and young adult Bible 
studies and activities were well attended, 
and the festival Bible study explored the 
prophetic signs of a coming one-world 
government. Our festival choir offered up 
beautiful and inspiring music to God.

This year’s Family Day saw the mem-
bers split into intergenerational teams 
which competed against one another in a 
series of events that were designed to mix 
up members of various ages into different 
groups. It was a wonderful time getting 
to know our spiritual family and building 
our relationships with one another with 
a little friendly competition. Family Day 
was followed up by a Family Fun Show, 
where members were able to perform a 

variety of acts for the brethren. A number 
of brethren sang, some performed humor-
ous skits; there was even a multi-cultural 
dance, which was a wonderful reminder of 
God calling people from all over the world. 
Throughout the week, the brethren pulled 
together and donated a substantial sum of 
money and canned food to the local food 
bank for our annual outreach project, and 
in speaking with many as the week went 
on, it was an uplifting and inspiring Feast 
of Tabernacles here in central Oregon. 

Ben Light

Branson, Missouri 
God’s powerful and merciful hand was 

evident every day of the Feast! In addition 
to the daily sermons, a Bible Study was 
conducted by Steve Shafer titled, A Pro-
phetic Overview of the Book of Psalms. 
His message showed that the psalms are 
all prophetic in nature, and covered why 
the psalms are divided into five books.  

Regarding attendance, the high was 588 
people with an average attendance of 535. 
Shawn Cortelyou conducted a teen Bible 
study, and Todd Herridge conducted the 
young adult Bible study. Two children’s 
Bible instruction classes were conducted 
as well, organized by Stephen and Sarah 
Bouchette.  

There were 150 seniors who attended 
the Wednesday afternoon luncheon. They 
were treated to musical entertainment.   

Thursday was Family Day. The chil-
dren’s choir performed the special music 
for services. Many brethren donated 
stuffed animals which were displayed on 
the stage during services. So many were 
donated that each child was given two! 
Also, since we had many left over after our 
stuffed animal giveaway, some toys were 
donated to a local shelter.  

The Family Day activities were well 
attended. The children played balloon 
tennis and did a paperclip find, built 
things with Legos, played bean bag toss 
and blew bubbles. The children also went 
on a compass orientation program (trea-
sure hunt). Each child who participated 
found the treasure—a quality fishing pole 

donated by one of the large national out-
door sporting stores. The teens enjoyed 
flag football and a few played volleyball.  

On Friday, the teens went to Fritz’s, an 
indoor adventure activity center. On Sun-
day, some of the older singles went to a 
local nursing home and sang for the resi-
dents. This service opportunity was much 
appreciated. 

Another service opportunity was 
conducted by the Springfield, Missou-
ri women. They hand-crafted 84 cards 
and sent them to those who were unable 
to attend the Feast. Additionally, the St. 
Louis, Missouri, ladies sent over 33 cards 
to those on the Church’s mailing list who 
are incarcerated.  

Branson is located in the beautiful 
Ozark Region of this nation and has its 
own unique beauty—a sparkling jewel of 
God’s Creation. Brethren enjoyed getting 
out and about in this wonderful area.   

There was a very evident spirit of uni-
ty throughout the Feast; we experienced 
how good and pleasant it is when breth-
ren dwell together in unity! Above all, 
I believe that God Almighty and His 
Divine Son were glorified. 

Vince Szymkowiak 

Cincinnati, Ohio 
At the Feast of Tabernacles this year, 

Cincinnati provided an opportunity for 
inspiring instruction on God’s plan, warm 
fellowship with brethren and many oppor-
tunities for fun! Elders serving in the area 
and at the home office presented mes-
sages and Gary Antion set the tone with 
sermons on both holy days.  Attendance 
peaked at 340 people. 

Holding services in the hotel where 
most of the members lodged was a great 
convenience, and after the first day’s ser-
vices most of the brethren sat down for a 
group buffet dinner. Later in the Feast, the 
meeting room was transformed into a large 
game room where brethren could relax and 
enjoy games from the 1950s and then a live 
music show. Another night, the meeting 
room hosted an old-fashioned movie night 
of short films from the 1930s and 40s.  

A terrific feature of the Cincinna-
ti Feast site is that there are plenty of 
exciting opportunities for activities and 
dining, but a person who wanted could 
choose to relax and spend the entire Feast 
without driving anywhere. In addition to 
all of the activities within the hotel, area 
activities included visits to the Newport 
Aquarium, the Ark Experience and oth-
er attractions such as the Cincinnati Zoo. 
A youth activity was also arranged at the 
Sky Zone Trampoline park.  

The closing holy day was welcomed 
with a group hymn sing in which brethren 
requested their favorite songs.  

Frank Dunkle 

Glacier Country, 
Montana 

A total of 189 brethren from multiple 
congregations and fellowships across the 
United States and parts of Canada gath-
ered to rejoice before God on the edge of 
Glacier National Park in northwest Mon-
tana. Breathtaking mountains covered 
with a mixture of evergreens and golden 
western Larch trees greeted Feastgoers 
at Glacier Bible Camp. Early snows cov-
ered the highest peaks while precipitation 
during the Feast frosted the lower moun-
tains with a dusting of snow. Many were 
able to explore sections of Glacier Nation-
al Park such as Avalanche Creek, McDon-
ald Lake, Apgar Village and Polebridge. 

The conference room in the lower level 
of Glacier Mountain Lodge served as the 
venue for services and numerous Bible 
studies held during the Feast. Messages 
of hope for the future and encouragement 
to live God’s Way now as examples edified 
and uplifted the Feast attendees. Messages 
that touched on Matthew 25 and the need 
to be doing the work of sheep—caring for 
the needs of others—were put into prac-
tice with over 2,300 pounds of food and 
$350 being donated to the local Flathead 
Valley Food Bank.  

One of the highlights for many at this 
site is having meals together in the camp 
dining hall. Many took this opportunity 

United States

(all foods were biblically clean) making it 
so relaxing and enjoyable. Six restaurants 
free of charge to hotel residents served 
Italian, Mexican, American and Sushi 
meals (including a pizza oven to serve cus-
tom-made pizzas and a new hamburger, 
sandwich and hot dog outlet).

Although the weather forecast at first 
indicated rain during the Feast, we had 
fine weather for the many outdoor activ-
ities. We thank God for providing pro-
tection and the right weather during the 
Feast! The brethren commented on the 
fine spiritual messages. Many were also 

directed to our youth to fill them with 
encouragement. All Spanish services were 
translated into English. We had a taste of 
what the Millennium will be like to main-
tain the hope that one day we will be part 
of it. We also learned more about what the 
fundamentals of the Kingdom of God are 
all about. Fred Kellers gave an excellent 
Bible study on what it means to be a king 
and a priest in God’s Kingdom. There also 
were seven baptisms—six people from 
Mexico and one from Canada.

The special music organized by Car-
mella Weis and festival choir director 

Jacob Sutherland was outstanding—with 
a festival choir, a children’s choir, a Mex-
ican brethren’s choir and a small string 
and horn ensemble. We also had an ABC 
orientation class and a teen and young 
adult interactive Bible study with breakout 
sessions that included over 90 teens and 
young adults. 

There was one community outreach 
program—a visit to a rehabilitation facil-
ity. Entertainment and funds were pro-
vided, which were greatly appreciated by 
the facility. Brethren enjoyed the place 
and its abundant meals—basically, an 

all-you-can-eat smorgasbord. The new 
large restaurant by the beach was a big hit. 
Activities included the Pirate Cruise along 
the bay, the Dolphin Encounter, a trip to 
an interactive zoo, folkloric Mexican 
shows, an outstanding light and fire show 
and a circus show with acrobats and come-
dic acts. We also had the opportunity to 
release more than a thousand baby turtles 
on the beach, hoping that many of them 
will survive to return to this Banderas Bay 
and breed.

Mario Seiglie
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and were rewarded with the gift of mak-
ing many new friends as they fellow-
shipped for hours after the meals were 
finished. Teens enjoyed fellowship around 
the fireplace and playing ping pong and 
other games. Family Day was a hit with a 
four-route climbing wall, two extreme air 
jumpers and a castle bounce house for the 
younger kids. 

God blessed us with temperatures in the 
60 degree range and no snow or rain on 
Family Day. One weatherman proclaimed 
it would be the warmest day until next 
spring! Other activities included a family 
dance, senior’s luncheon, ladies’ tea and 
family bowling.  

We give praise and thanks to God 
Almighty and Jesus Christ for blessing 
us with a wonderful Feast of Tabernacles 
and pouring out Their Holy Spirit upon 
us while feasting before Them in Glacier 
Country! 

Daniel Deininger

Jekyll Island, 
Georgia 

For many, Jekyll Island is almost syn-
onymous with the Feast of Tabernacles, 
as the Feast has been observed on this 
Island dating back to 1963. Over the 
years, the “tabernacle” God’s people 
have met in here has evolved from a very 
large 2-acre tent, to a small convention 
center to the beautiful, state-of-the art 
convention center that we meet in today. 
But while the buildings have changed, 
the Spirit, the worship, the tranquil and 
millennial-type natural setting of the 
island and the purpose of assembling 
before our God for the Feast of Taber-
nacles has remained constant.

Among the nearly 700 people who came 
together at Jekyll Island to observe the 
Feast, there was a feeling of “family” and a 
celebration of God’s coming Kingdom to 
this earth. Messages focused on the King-
dom and what we need to do to be ready 
to serve during Christ’s millennial reign. 
Supplementing daily church services, 
youth education classes were offered on 
two days of the Feast, a teen Bible study 
was presented on the topic of “The Church 
and You,” and the general Bible study 
clearly “painted the picture” of what God’s 
coming Kingdom will be like.   

“Family” was the theme of this year’s 
Feast activities. More than 400 attended 
Family Day in the Great Dunes Park, with 
its beautiful pavilion overlooking the wide, 
sandy beach. Everyone enjoyed a lunch of 
beef brisket or turkey sandwiches; families, 
youngsters and teens also enjoyed a beach 
scavenger hunt, kite flying, football and a 
sand-castle building contest.

The family dance and games night 
offered a variety of dances enjoyed by all 
ages. Line dancing seemed to be the “hit” 
of the evening as the huge dance floor was 
filled with teens and adults who created 

a spectacle of fun, all moving in unison 
while having a good time. Others admired 
their dancing talents, while still others 
enjoyed board games, cards, dominoes 
and other activities in an adjacent area.     

Early in the Feast, roller skating was 
on the “menu.” We had exclusive use of a 
roller skating rink for a few hours. Nearly 
200 Feastgoers of all ages showed up and 
enjoyed the concessions, skating, and the 
opportunity to fellowship.

As usual, the senior citizens banquet 
was well-attended and received. Other 
activities that Feastgoers enjoyed on the 
island were dolphin boat tours, horseback 
rides on the beach, mini-golf and getting 
together in one another’s Feast homes or 
condos. No one at Jekyll could say they 
had nothing to do.

We are thankful to God for the experi-
ence of the Feast of Tabernacles each year. 
God blessed us with a good foretaste of the 
unity, peace, accord and great attitudes of 
service and joy that will mark His King-
dom. We hope that many more will take 
the opportunity to experience the Feast 
here, where God has placed His name for 
so many years. 

Rick Shabi

Lahaina, Maui, 
Hawaii 

The Royal Lahaina Resort on the island 
of Maui served as an ideal location for over 
300 registered brethren who rejoiced at 
the Feast in this garden paradise. The deep 
blue waters of the Pacific, the swaying 
palm trees, and the light tropical breezes 
off Kaanapali Beach met our expectations 
of what one experiences when traveling to 
Hawaii. 

The first message from Jim Tuck on 
the opening night gave us a vision of how 
we are pioneers of God’s way of life in 
advance of the millennial reign of Jesus 
Christ. Our enthusiasm continued to 
build as Randy D’Alessandro spoke about 
how we were called to worship a very spe-
cial God, be a special people and inherit a 
very special future.  

God supplied a great spiritual feast of 
messages for His people through to the 
Eighth Day.  We were privileged to have 
a number of visiting elders who worked 
harmoniously to help bring about a good 
Feast for everyone. 

There were many learning activities 
including a Bible discussion for the teens 
given by Dan Preston and a young adults 
and singles Bible study presented by 
Monte Knudson. A special Bible study 
was given by Rainer Saloamaa on the 
subject of “The Building of Solomon’s 
Temple and His Reign.”

Ken Japhet coordinated special music 
and the choir and did an outstanding job 
with performances which enhanced the 
festival atmosphere.  

Our seniors enjoyed a special luncheon 

in their honor at Royal Lahaina Resort. 
Johnnie Lambert spoke to the group of 
66 with a customized rendition of the 
Mighty Casey poem. The young adults 
and singles had a nice get-acquainted 
reception at the cottage of Monte and 
Susan Knudson, and Dan Preston orga-
nized a visit to the Maui Ocean Center for 
teens, pre-teens and parents. A special ice 
cream treat capped off that visit. 

The Hawaiian luau was attended by 
174 brethren at the Royal Lahaina Luau. 
Hawaiian dancers and musicians demon-
strated some of the music of old Hawaii 
and Polynesia. During the show the breth-
ren were treated to a spectacular fireworks 
display on the beach.

Family Day was organized by Matthew 
and Betsy McDonald and took place on 
the beach at the Royal Lahaina Resort 
where brethren enjoyed a picnic with 
pizza and other treats.  

God blessed us with unity, peace and the 
plan God has for His people. The brethren 
shared their blessings with the poor of the 
community by contributing $1,779 in cash 
to the Maui Food Bank.

Jim Tuck
 

Lake Junaluska, 
North Carolina 

Close to 400 brethren came together 
to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles near 
the beautiful Great Smoky Mountains. 
This year 200 people enjoyed a train ride 
through the Smokies and God provided 
beautiful weather for the occasion.  Fam-
ily day was a big hit with lots of outdoor 
games, lunch and inflatable bounce hous-
es for the little ones. Friday evening there 
was a Bible study with facilitators leading 
round table style discussions on various 
strategies for helping to bring about peace 
and a healthy environment for spiritual 
growth within our congregations. 

This year a hospitality room was set 
aside for families almost every day of the 
Feast before services. Kids enjoyed some 
fun toys and activities which also gave 
the parents an opportunity to know other 
families. Preteens also had the opportu-
nity to participate in a scripture memory 
challenge throughout the Feast. The chil-
dren would collect scripture cards to add 
to their individual lanyards by reciting 
the preselected scriptures to our elders 
and leaders from memory. Some collect-
ed all 15 scripture cards! 

Other highlights were service projects 
where about 70 brethren came together 
one afternoon to either pick up litter to 
help keep it out of the waterways or to 
help improve the Lake Junaluska cam-
pus flower beds. Lake Junaluska Confer-
ence Center relies on volunteers to help 
upkeep the landscaping and they were 
grateful for our help.  The afternoon was a 
nice opportunity to shine our light to the 
community and to work together while 

reflecting on our future role in helping 
restore the earth. Throughout the Feast, 
members also donated over $600 and 
many boxes full of non-perishable food 
for a local food bank which was received 
with much thankfulness.   

Overall, this was a Feast of warm fel-
lowship, togetherness, service, inspira-
tion and encouragement! 

Jay and Jennifer Ledbetter 

Lancaster, 
Pennsylvania  

The rolling countryside, endless farms 
and covered bridges of Lancaster County, 
Pennsylvania provided a scenic backdrop 
for the 2019 Feast of Tabernacles. Nearly 
400 Feastgoers gathered at a sports com-
plex, the largest indoor sports facility in 
North America, located just outside of 
Lancaster, near the town of Manheim. 
The 700,000 square-foot building houses 
a conference center, a 135-room hotel, a 
restaurant, a fitness center and numerous 
turf fields and hardwood courts for every 
sport imaginable, all under one roof. 

Every day we heard inspiring messages, 
including sermons on spiritual maturity, 
the training we are undergoing to serve 
with Christ in the Kingdom of God and 
the qualities we must develop to become 
a leader. On Friday evening, Gary Petty 
gave a Bible study titled “Seven Reasons 
Why Jesus Comes Twice.” Each day of the 
Feast, we enjoyed special music which 
was especially inspiring and uplifting. 

An “Italian Kitchen” lunch buffet with 
Caesar salad, chicken piccata and baked 
ziti was on the menu for our Seniors’ 
Lunch. After the meal, host Andy Diemer 
addressed the group and Barri Armitage 
performed a selection from her recent 
CD. Finally, Ken and Darlene Shoemaker 
led the group in a sing-a-long. 

For Family Day, we enjoyed an activ-
ity-filled afternoon on several of the 
indoor sports courts… a blessing since it 
was cold and raining outside! Basketball, 
kickball, flag football and cornhole were 
on the agenda, while kids took part in a 
jump rope challenge, hopscotch and other 
table games. On Saturday night, the fam-
ily dance got everyone on their feet to the 
sounds of all types of music, including 
pop, doo-wop, disco, country and even 
classical! 

As always, the end of the Feast comes 
too fast! On the Eighth Day, between ser-
vices, many took the opportunity to share 
one more meal together at our Southern 
BBQ lunch buffet, consisting of pit beef 
and grilled chicken breast smothered in 
barbecue sauce… a good meal to wrap up 
a great Feast! 

Then, following the afternoon sermon 
given by Gary Petty, it was time to pack 
everything up as another memorable 
Feast came to a close. 

Don McCoy 
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New Braunfels, 
Texas 

Over 470 brethren enjoyed a wonderful-
ly uplifting Feast of Tabernacles nestled in 
the beautiful Texas hill country city of New 
Braunfels. There was a spirit of cooperation 
and unity present throughout the Feast. We 
had many dedicated volunteers who made 
the Feast run especially smooth this year.  

Daily messages pointed us toward the 
anticipation of the coming Kingdom of 
God as well as how to live our lives now to 
better fulfill our calling. In addition to the 
daily messages, preteens had two festival 
youth instruction classes; teens and young 
adults each had additional spiritual food 
during their Feast Bible studies. 

There were many activities for all ages. 
The young adults raced to complete a 
downtown New Braunfels Instagram scav-
enger hunt learning about the wonderful 
history of the city, teens enjoyed the rides 
and go-karts at ZDT Amusement in nearby 
Seguin and pre-teens played and learned 
at Mckenna Children’s Museum. Family 
Day was quite the experience at Natural 
Bridge Caverns where we explored the 
largest show cave in Texas, climbed high 
on the Canopy Challenge and ziplines and 
panned for rough gemstones at the mining 
sluice. The family Tex-Mex dance capped 
off a wonderful week with great food, fel-
lowship and dancing fun!  

A highlight was the Senior’s Luncheon 
where we honored and thanked our 
seniors for their many years of dedicated 
service. God’s blessings were abundant 
and greatly appreciated by all who attend-
ed in New Braunfels this year!  

Rod Foster

Oceanside, 
California

For the Feast of Tabernacles this year, 604 
brethren rejoiced before God for one week 
plus a day at the QLN Center in Oceanside, 
California. The one-story facility’s cheery 
interior created an intimate and wonderful 
festival home. Approximately 35% of the 
audience were attending this location for the 
first time. It certainly made for a vibrant gath-
ering. The 35-member choir and instrumen-
tal ensemble added to our sense of worship 
before God. 

Those attending Oceanside were able to 
partake of our standard church services plus 
a special night activity of welcoming in the 
Sabbath with a hymn-sing, accompanied by 
an interactive Bible study presented by Rob-
in Webber discussing the three elements of 
Micah 6:8 that center on justice, mercy and 
humility. There were also a couple of festival 
class sessions for younger children, as well as 
interactive teen and young adult studies. 

The seniors’ banquet, which is always a fes-
tival highlight, was attended by 138 “seasoned 
citizens” and ministerial couples who were 

greeted by a setting framed with balloons 
with the exhilarating theme of “Up, Up and 
Away” which was poignant considering our 
understanding of a hope-filled future. The 
young faces and bright smiles of the teen and 
young adult servers added to the already pos-
itive environment. 

Afterwards the seniors were joined by oth-
ers for a two-part session hosted by Mr. Paul 
Moody, regional pastor for English-speaking 
Africa. He discussed our brethren in Ghana 
and Nigeria. He also shared specific insights 
as to how Africa has personally molded him. 
Friday was family day at the nearby Felicita 
Park, where the shade of oak trees provided 
a beautiful canopy for fellowship. The Red-
lands members hosted the event this year 
with barbeque foods and peach cobbler with 
all the toppings. The young children and 
young-at-heart provided organized games 
and bouncer equipment.  

The overriding theme of the Eighth Day 
Festival this year was to encourage us that “no 
one is forgotten” by our Heavenly Father and 
Christ. In the afternoon we were reminded 
and encouraged by the fact that God is call-
ing us to a “Fellowship of Eternity” that has 
begun now in our lives. After the final Eighth 
Day message, Ingrid Helge sang “The New 
Jerusalem” by Michael Card with the congre-
gation rising and joining in on the chorus as 
powerpoint pictures of the Heavenly Jerusa-
lem and the starry universe were displayed in 
the background. 

Oceanside attendees were also able to enjoy 
the nearby sites of the La Jolla and Del Mar 
coastlines, Oceanside Harbor, the San Diego 
Zoo and Balboa Park, as well as Sea World on 
Mission Bay, Old Town San Diego and near-
by Lego-land. Many simply settled for “down-
time” with family and brethren, resting on the 
warm sandy beaches as temperatures ranged 
from 72 to 80 degrees. 

Most importantly, the entire membership 
of all ages came prepared to be fully engaged 
in a spiritual feast. During this time, four peo-
ple were baptized in the ocean as family and 
friends came out to support them. We plan 
to use the QLN Center in Oceanside again 
next year.

Robin Webber

Panama City 
Beach, Florida

God truly blessed us on the first Holy Day 
of the Feast of Tabernacles in Panama City 
Beach when our attendance soared over our 
registration numbers: pre-Feast registra-
tion maxed at 937 people while our highest 
attendance on the first Holy Day was 1,078 
people! 

All speakers gave heartfelt messages that 
were positive, uplifting and educational; 
they focused on God’s promised Kingdom 
of God. The Feast choir, children’s choir, 
instrumentalists and vocal solos greatly 
enhanced services each day. 

Family activities included an exciting 
afternoon at Rock-it! Lanes with 268 peo-

ple in attendance; this was followed by an 
evening family dance with over 300 breth-
ren. Over 120 teens enjoyed a dance and two 
hospitality events. Additionally, our young 
adults shared two refreshing hospitality get 
togethers and our singles got together on 
Monday evening with refreshments to plan 
for future meetings throughout the Feast. 
Midway through, 173 seniors gathered for 
a sumptuous buffet lunch at Captain Jack’s. 

Three Bible studies included one general 
study, a young adult study and a teen study. 
Each one lifted and encouraged the breth-
ren.  

President Victor Kubik’s sermon on 
“Going up to the Mountain” was encour-
aging; it was successfully transmitted from 
Panama City Beach throughout the U.S. 
and beyond by our very capable home 
office A/V team.  

Feast days and nights were pleasantly 
warm but the evenings turned cool toward 
the end of the Feast. At one point, a tropical 
storm was headed directly at us. But after 
many prayers from our members, it took a 
right turn and moved rapidly due east, with 
minimal damage in Florida. The cloudless 
night skies filled with glistening stars and 
the emerald green Gulf waters pleasantly 
lapping on the shore helped remind us of 
God’s great handiwork and His wonderful 
world tomorrow.

Panama City Beach is a great site for fam-
ilies. If you desire a memorable family Feast 
site next year, you might consider Panama 
City Beach. This natural tropical setting 
helps to portray a prophetic picture of a future 
global Garden of Eden (Ezekiel 36:35).

Jerold Aust

Phoenix, Arizona 
Rejoice! And so the command was fol-

lowed as the beautiful harvest moon rose over 
Phoenix, Arizona, commencing the Feast of 
Tabernacles 2019. Over 70 brethren came 
together to share this appointed time with 
God and each other. As a satellite Feast site, 
we were connected via the Web to Osoyoos, 
British Columbia and, at times, Panama City 
Beach, Florida, where we joined in song and 
received spiritual food. We were reminded 
why we were at the Feast, admonished to 
learn from the past, encouraged to get out 
of our comfort zone and remember others, 
rehearsed four points on how to stay strong, 
and learned many other spiritual lessons. 
Being a smaller group, we did not lack for 
activities. We had plenty of opportunities to 
fellowship and serve: two buffet luncheons, 
two hospitality hours, a sandwich and salad 
luncheon, an ice cream social and, of course, 
the Seniors’ Luncheon offering more food, 
fun and fellowship. For lovers of the out-
doors, there was a Family Day hieroglyphic 
guided tour at South Mountain Park. The 
park offers hiking trails and an education-
al center. Weather was perfect for the early 
morning hike and was certainly among the 
many blessings experienced at the Phoenix 

site. The temperatures ranged from the low 
90’s during the day to the low 60’s at night. 
If you want to experience a small, intimate 
festival site with abundant opportunity to 
fellowship and serve, come join us in Phoe-
nix, Arizona and rejoice! 

Pat Armistead

Steamboat Springs, 
Colorado 

A total of 400 attendees enjoyed both sun-
ny mild temperatures and snow during the 
Feast. For those from the southern states, 
the snow brought opportunity to enjoy the 
beautiful Rocky Mountains without inter-
fering with scheduled activities and services.

The “Family Day” encompassed two dif-
ferent days. One afternoon the local skating 
rink was reserved and half of the rink was for 
bumper cars on ice. Then participants drove 
over to the newly renovated bowling alley, 
which now has a nice restaurant. On Sat-
urday we continued with “family night” by 
sponsoring a nice buffet meal and a variety 
show, concluding with a family dance that 
involved all ages and generations.

The teen activity was pizza at the Steam-
boat Grand Hotel after services and then a 
hike up to Fish Creek Falls for a scenic view. 
The traditional stuffed animals for children 
was a hit. All the messages and Bible studies 
were inspirational, as was the special music 
and ensemble. Local restaurants provided a 
variety of prices and styles, and the Steam-
boat Grand offered a free shuttle into town.

Steamboat Springs provided a millennial 
setting and the attendees let their light shine 
as an example.

Charles Melear 

Tucson, Arizona 
Eighty members attended our satellite 

site in Tucson, Arizona. Tucson has hosted 
the Feast of Tabernacles for 46 consecutive 
years—the last 23 years as a satellite site—
but this year was the first time in the last 23 
years in which there has been live speaking. 

Members enjoyed the interaction they were 
able to have with the speakers after every ser-
vice, posing questions and comments to the 
ministry in a “chat with the messenger” for-
mat conducted after services every day.  

Weather was perfect for the entire eight 
days, giving festival-goers the opportuni-
ty to visit the many areas of interest in this 
southwestern city that is surrounded by five 
mountain ranges. 

Members enjoyed the relaxed and calm 
atmosphere and appreciated getting to know 
everyone who attended from across the 
United States. There was very good response 
to the Festival messages, covering the need 
for God’s individual intervention in sermons 
titled “Times of Refreshing, Times of Res-
toration,” “Turning off the Dark,” “Uncon-
ditional Hope” and “Our Eternal Future,” 
among others.

 Steve Buchanan
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Africa Cape Coast, GhanaKalukanya, Zambia

Nkhwazi, Malawi

Kpalime, Togo

Lusaka, Zambia

Caribbean

Montego Bay, Jamaica

St. Vincent and the Grenadines

Blantyre, Malawi

Lake Chicero, Zimbabwe

Canada
Blainville, Quebec

Cochrane, Alberta

Midland, Ontario

Osoyoos, British Columbia

Osoyoos, British Columbia

St. Vincent and the Grenadines
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Merimbula, Australia

Rockingham, Australia

Acacia Bay, New Zealand

Baguio City, Philippines Kalutara, Sri Lanka

Sakhangyi, Myanmar

Davao City, Philippines

Sunshine Coast, Australia

Asia/Pacific

Visayas, Philippines
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Europe & the 
British Isles

Kuressaare, Estonia

Lluandudno, WalesSabaudia, Italy Schluchsee, Germany

Schluchsee, Germany

St. Raphaël, France

Latin 
America

Boa Vista, BrazilCochabamba, Bolivia

Olmué, Chile

Bucaramanga, Colombia

Panajachel, GuatemalaPuerto Vallerta, Mexico Panajachel, Guatemala
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Bend, Oregon

United States

Branson, Missouri
Cincinnati, Ohio

Glacier Country, Montana

Jekyll Island, Georgia

Lahaina, Hawaii

Lake Junaluska, North Carolina

Lancaster, Pennsylvania

New Braunfels, Texas

Oceanside, California

Panama City Beach, Florida Phoenix, Arizona

Tucson, Arizona

Steamboat Springs, Colorado

Wisconsin Dells, WisconsinNew Braunfels, Texas

View more Feast photos online! Visit flickr.com/photos/united-church-of-god/albums/72157711757613381

http://flickr.com/photos/united-church-of-god/albums/72157711757613381
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Each year as the fall festival season arrives 
I am reminded of the greatest story rarely 
told. The fall Holy Day season begins with 
stories about the Day of Trumpets and ends 
with stories about the coming of the New 
Jerusalem. But the story rarely told begins 
before these accounts.

Something begins prior to the Seven 
Trumpets that is more important to the 
success of the Millennium than all but a few 
events. This is a story well worth telling. We 
view the greatest events of this period as the 
return of Jesus Christ, the First Resurrec-
tion and the coming universal availability 
of the Holy Spirit—but these are stories we 
tell often. So, what is the story rarely told?

It is the story of the captivity. Maybe we 

skip over it because it begins before the Day 
of Trumpets, or because it doesn’t fit into 
the joyfulness of the Feast of Tabernacles, 
but it’s a story that needs to be told. 

The story reminds me of “Groundhog 
Day,” a movie about a self-centered, 
opportunistic TV weatherman who 
becomes caught up in an endless time loop, 
waking up every morning at 6:00 a.m. to 
relive Groundhog Day until a drastic change 
occurs in his character. Israel has been living 
in its own Groundhog Day since the Exodus.

In Exodus 19:6, God assigned Israel the 
task of being a kingdom of priests and 
a holy nation. Yet the physical nation of 
Israel has consistently not lived up to this 

commission. First it flunked the assign-
ment as a unified nation. Then the House 
of Israel flunked it. Later the House of 
Judah flunked it. The Jews who returned 
from captivity flunked it and today mod-
ern-day Israel is flunking it—a perfect 
record. God designed the coming captivity 
to bring about an end to Israel’s Ground-
hog Day and its perfect string of failures.

When you understand the story of the 
captivity, you come to see that God has 
never abandoned His goal for Israel. God 
still wants what He wanted in the wilder-
ness and He won’t quit until He gets it—a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation.

by Bob Dick

FORWARD!

FORWARD!

From The COUNCIL

From The COUNCIL

Go Forward in Faith!

It isn’t always so easy to simply “go for-
ward in faith.” On the way to observing the 
Feast of Tabernacles and Eighth Day Feast, 
I couldn’t help but reflect on the symbolism 
of entering the Promised Land. In a figura-
tive sense, my wife and I were on our way 
to the Promised Land as we boarded our 
flight to Puerto Vallarta, Mexico—where 
we joined around 740 others intent on also 
entering the Promised Land.

I thought of Joshua and Caleb who were 
very faithful in encouraging Moses and the 
Israelites “to take possession of the Land of 
Canaan at once” for “He who is on our side 
is much greater than anyone or anything 
that would dare oppose the God of Israel!” 
(Numbers 13:30; Numbers 14:9)

Joshua and Caleb are two very recogniz-
able names, especially when mentioned 
together. But can you name even a single 
one of the 10 unfaithful spies who claimed 
to be as “grasshoppers” before the “giants” of 
the land of Canaan? Probably not, although 
their names are all clearly mentioned in 
Numbers 13:4-16. 

I consider it quite remarkable that in the 
whole scheme of events throughout human 
history, a group of faithful men and women, 
along with many children, have consistently 
observed these days that picture God’s won-
derful plan of salvation for all humankind.

Can you find recorded anywhere in 
the Bible such a time when thousands of 
God-fearing, God-loving people have faith-
fully observed these days continuously for 
40-50-60, even 70 years running?

We are a people unique in human and 
biblical history to have been called by God 
and have remained faithful to the revealed 
truth and meaning of these very special 
annual Holy Days. 

Along with our Sabbath observance—
clearly a sign between God and His peo 
ple—we are indeed blessed to be called by 

MARK WELCH
Ministerial and 
Member Services
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The Greatest Story Rarely Told

continued on page 24

n Having just returned from 
completing the observance of 
God’s annual Holy Day cycle, 
it is easy to suffer from some 
“post-Feast blues.” 

…God will mercifully deliver the captives in such a dramatic fashion that it will pale nearly into 
insignificance the miraculous deliverance of Israel from Egypt.

When the children of Israel were faced with crossing the Red Sea, with Pharaoh and his powerful army 
closing in behind them, God’s instruction to them was “move forward” (Exodus 14:15).

continued on page 24
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When I was a kid, there were a series of 
commercials that aired on television in an 
effort to curb truancy and absenteeism in 
the public school system. The commer-
cials starred a variety of celebrities, usu-
ally walking and talking with the camera 
before they ended with the tagline of, “If 
You Miss School, You Miss Out.” I don’t 
know what the actual impact of these 
commercials was on absenteeism, but they 
were incredibly memorable.

When I began teaching in the public 
school system, this adage rang true. I 
had a number of students whose atten-
dance ranged in the 40th percentile. On 
a good week, they were present in their 
classes two of the five days of the week. 
Some students were even lower than 
that, coming once every 10 days just to 
avoid triggering the 10-day drop rule in 
our state, which would require them to 
be re-enrolled.

These students struggled academically 
to keep up with their peers because of their 
absences. They had a difficult time form-
ing relationships with the other students 
and with their instructors, and missed 
enough material to fall behind quickly as 
a result of gaps in knowledge and a lack of 
accountability.

When we were able to get a handle on a 
student’s attendance, their level of academ-
ic achievement increased almost exponen-
tially. Not only that, but when they began 
to attend school with regularity, they made 
friends, joined clubs and sports, and usu-
ally were a part of the fabric of the school 
in a positive way.

It turns out when you miss school, you 
do in fact, miss out.

Our Spiritual Instruction
In our spiritual life, we learn our life’s les-

sons through a practicum format, meaning 
we go out into the world around us and 
experience opportunities and situations 
that help us put these spiritual principles 
into practice. The lessons occur during the 
regular parts of life, and they provide us 

with opportunity to reflect on and practice 
how to appropriately interact with others 
as a Christian.

But one of the big ways we first learn 
those principles is in a more formalized 
educational setting.

It is important to recognize that even 
though much of our instruction comes 
through experiential learning, these for-
mal opportunities to learn with our broth-
ers and sisters are not simply suggested, 
they are commanded by God.

The book of Leviticus outlines these for-
mal sessions in a syllabus of sorts for the 
people of Israel. God provides His people 
with the times they were to come togeth-
er and worship him. In Leviticus 23:1-3, 
He explains the importance of Feasts, that 
they are His Feasts, not belonging to any 
one people or group of people. 

They are also revealed as “holy convo-
cations” such as the weekly Sabbath and 
the annual Sabbaths—called assemblies 
intended to be kept holy and set apart. 
They are a sacred summons to gather and 
worship Him at the times He appointed. 
The rest of Leviticus 23 describes these 
days and how to keep them.

God expects His people to present 
themselves on the Sabbath and the annu-
al Sabbaths, gathered together to worship 
Him at these times. It wasn’t something 

that was suggested, it was mandatory.
Even then, there were provisions for 

individuals who were unable to attend for 
specific reasons. Typically, these involved 
illnesses, injury or potentially advanced 
age. God understands these situations, 
but it seems at times—particularly in this 
modern era of the Church of God—it has 
become easy for able individuals to simply 
not attend.

Perhaps it is easier to stay home and 
listen to services on the web, or it’s easi-
er to meet in our home with a couple of 
close friends rather than go out to services 
somewhere else. Or maybe it is easier to 
support the work of God from afar instead 
of rolling up our sleeves and getting our 
hands dirty.

Is that what God desires?  

Missing Out
In the book of Hebrews, this concept of 

“missing out” is addressed.
In Hebrews 10:24-25, the author writes 

of the importance of assembling together 
before God. Based upon how this passage 
was written, it appears that enough breth-
ren had ceased assembling together that 
the issue needed to be addressed. 

He pointed out that in their forsaking 
of their assembly together, certain very 
important functions of the body of Christ 
began to suffer.

Regularly assembling together enabled 
brethren to stir one another up to love and 
good works and to exhort and encourage 
one another, particularly as trials and per-
secutions of Christians increased. These 

relationships, formed and strengthened by 
the bonds of fellowship, provided an essen-
tial support for those in the congregation 
during times of difficulty. 

Attending services isn’t just about what 
we personally receive from the service, it 
is about what we are able to provide to 
someone else.

It turns out, if we miss church, we miss 
out. But what do we miss if we don’t come 
together and worship regularly? What are 
we actually missing out on?

If we don’t assemble together, we miss out 
on an opportunity to spend valuable time 
with those of like mind.

The Church is a community of believ-
ers who are connected to one another 
through God’s Holy Spirit. They have a 
shared belief in God and His way of life, 
and desire to learn how to live this way 
more fully.

In Philippians 2:1-4, the apostle Paul 
writes about the encouragement of being 
united together and comforted by love. 
He strongly advocates being of one mind, 
love and accord, and looking out for the 
interests of others.

When all brethren humbly seek ways 
to esteem others better than themselves, 
fellowship builds. Bonds of friendship 
increase. We grow closer as a result of our 
shared mind and purpose. As we grow 
closer we grow in our love for each other 
as Christ admonished His disciples to do 
(John 13:34-35).

If we don’t assemble together, we miss out 
on the opportunity to stir one another up to 
love and good works.

Discussions at Sabbath services—when 
we talk of God’s Way—provide us with 
opportunities to help each other live this 
way of life more fully. And these conver-
sations are best had in person.

The book of Proverbs calls this concept 
“iron sharpening iron.”

Who we spend our time with will have 
an effect on our character, whether we 
want it to or not. 

1 Corinthians 15:33 states it in a slightly 
different manner, “Do not be deceived, evil 
company corrupts good habits.” Unfortu-
nately, try as we might, the negative influ-
ences of the world around us work their 
way into our lives. They can easily make 

Are You Missing Out?
by Ben Light

The discussions we have at Sabbath services—when we talk of God’s Way, our lives and where the two 
intersect—provide us with opportunities to help one another live this way of life more fully.

When we gather together with 
brethren of like mind… our faith 
and character can improve.

continued on page 24

n It is important to recognize 
that even though much of our 
instruction comes through 
experiential learning, these 
formal opportunities to learn 
with our brothers and sisters 
are not simply suggested, they 
are commanded by God.

Ph
ot

o 
by

 T
im

on
 S

tu
dl

er
/U

ns
pl

as
h

God expects His people to present 
themselves on the Sabbath…
gathered together to worship 
Him.
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“You shall not commit adultery” (Exodus 
20:14; Deuteronomy 5:18).

The Bible is all about relationships. The 
most important one is our relationship 
with God. The second most important 
relationship is marriage. The two relation-
ships parallel each other significantly—
each one helps us understand and grow 
the other.

The Seventh Commandment promotes, 
preserves and protects marriage. There are 
many Scriptures that forbid any kind of 
sexual relationship other than that between 
a man and woman who are married to 
each other. In fact, in the New Testament, 
porneia and porneuō (the Greek noun and 
verb from which we get the English word 
pornography), often translated as “sexual 
immorality,” are condemned in 31 places. 
A sexual relationship is God’s special gift 
only to married couples.

God, Christ, Church, Marriage and 
the Holy Spirit 

God’s relationship with His people was 
portrayed as a marriage (Jeremiah 3:14; 
Ezekiel 16:1-63). The relationship between 
Christ and the Church is also portrayed as 
a marriage (Ephesians 5:23-32; Revelation 
19:7-9). And when Israel—whom God 
referred to as His wife—turned to false 
gods, God called it “commi[ting] adul-
tery” and “play[ing] the harlot” (Jeremiah 
3:1-9). Idolatry is spiritual adultery.

These and similar scriptures empha-
size the importance and sanctity of the 
marriage relationship in God’s eyes. 
And since marriage is intended to illus-
trate our relationship with Jesus Christ, 
every kind of sexual sin can be viewed 
as a shameful sacrilege against God. The 
marriage of a godly man with a godly 
woman helps them to understand their 
relationship with God and Christ and 
helps them to grow spiritually. Likewise, 
the more we understand the relationship 
of the Church with Christ, the better we 
understand what our marriages should 
be like.  

And if both a husband and wife are 
Christians, they are spiritual partners 

who help one another stay strong, grow 
spiritually and to better serve the Church 
and other people. A husband and wife 
who both have the Holy Spirit have a 
monumental advantage—they are truly 
like-minded with each other and with 
God as both of them have the “eyes” and 
“ears” of spiritual understanding and out-
look (Matthew 13:16-17). And the fruits 
of the Holy Spirit they build—love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control 
(Galatians 5:22-23)—are exactly the vir-
tues needed for a good marriage! 

The more ways that a husband and wife 
are compatible, the easier it is for them to 
have a harmonious marriage, and by far 
the most important way to be compatible 
is spiritual like-mindedness. This is men-
tioned in numerous Old Testament scrip-
tures and in two New Testament verses. 
Speaking of a single or widowed wom-
an, Paul wrote that “she is at liberty to be 
married to whom she wishes, only in the 
Lord” (1 Corinthians 7:39; see also 2 Cor-
inthians 6:14-18). Spiritual like-minded-
ness has huge practical advantages. When 
you are “agreed” on biblical issues, you 
can “walk together” and strengthen one 
another (Amos 3:3). You agree on what 
Holy Days to observe, what to teach the 
children, etc. 

If you already are married to someone 
who doesn’t share your religious convic-
tions, God still wants you to be a devot-
ed, loving spouse and a humble “light” to 
your mate (see 1 Corinthians 7:12-17; 1 
Peter 3:1-2, 7; Matthew 5:14-16).

The Seventh Commandment 
In Genesis 2:24, “cleave” means a perma-

nent and exclusive relationship between 
the husband and wife. There should never 
be any sharing of sex, intimacies, romance 
or flirtations with anyone else. And any of 
those infidelities are temptations to other 
forms of cheating. 

Sexual attraction is powerful, and any 
type of power can be used for good or evil. 
Sexual relations are a powerful blessing 
within marriage, but sexual relations out-
side of marriage are a powerful evil. Satan 
despises marriage and wants to destroy 
humanity with a culture that is increas-
ingly immoral, immodest, indecent and 
obsessed with sex. People “call evil good, 
and good evil” (Isaiah 5:20). Romans 1:18-
32 explains how one sin leads to another 
and to evermore perverse sins. 

The consequences of immorality are 
self-destructive, destructive to others 

and inevitable (see Proverbs 6:26-33). 
Think of the divorces, broken families, 
diseases, violence, crimes, mental prob-
lems, suicides, ruined reputations and 
financial losses that can be a result. And 
if a person does not deeply repent of those 
sexual sins, he “will not inherit the king-
dom of God” (1 Corinthians 6:9-10).  

As stated in Part 1, the Seventh Com-
mandment forbids more than extra-mari-

tal sex (a sin against one’s present spouse). 
The spirit of the law behind this com-
mandment includes prohibitions against 
premarital sex (fornication, a sin against 
one’s future spouse), homosexual sex, 
incest, prostitution, bestiality and oth-
er forbidden relationships. As explained 
before, Jesus Christ made it clear that even 
mental sexual lusting is a grave sin (Mat-
thew 5:27-30). 

By implication, the Seventh Command-
ment forbids immoral interactions made 
possible by modern technology, such as 
pornography and cybersex. All of these 
sins are tragic and terrible transgressions 
against God. 

Homosexuality and homosexual sin 
Both the New Testament and the Old 

Testament make it clear that homosexual 
sexual relations are a sin. See Romans 1:26-
27, 1 Corinthians 6:9 and 1 Timothy 1:10. 
The main problem with the legalization of 
homosexual marriage is not the wedding 
ceremony. It is the fact that it officially 
condones a forbidden sexual relationship, 
just as heterosexual marriage officially 
condones a sexual relationship that God 
encourages. God forbids all heterosexual 
and homosexual sexual relations except 
the sexual relationship between a man and 
woman married to each other. For a thor-
ough biblical explanation of this subject, 
please read “Homosexuality and Same Sex 
Attraction (SSA)” at: ucg.org/beyond-to-
day/blogs/breaking-free/homosexuali-
ty-and-same-sex-attraction-ssa.

The awful consequences of 
immorality 

Both the Old Testament and the New 
Testament have many warnings against 
immorality. In the book of Proverbs, it’s 
significant that much space in the first nine 
chapters is devoted to warning about the 
temptations and foolishness of sexual sin. 

Sexual sins are unique in that they are 
especially destructive to the minds and 
hearts of the persons committing them. 
(And they often are physically destruc-
tive, such as when they result in an 
STD—a sexually transmitted disease—or 
a violent conflict.) 

1 Corinthians 6:18 (New Living Transla-
tion) says: “Run from sexual sin! No other 
sin so clearly affects the body as this one 
does. For sexual immorality is a sin against 
your own body.” In this context, “body” 
includes one’s mind and heart. Paul is 
quoting from Proverbs 6:32: “But the man 

The Ten Commandments Series
The Seventh Commandment: Part Two
by Don Hooser

God’s relationship with His people was portrayed as a marriage, and the relationship between Christ 
and the Church is also portrayed this way.

The more we understand the 
relationship of the Church with 
Christ, the better we understand 
what our marriages should be 
like. 

The consequences of immorality 
are self-destructive, destructive 
to others and inevitable.

continued on page 23
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Births
Sariah Marie Allen

David and Chelsea Allen, of the 
Southern New Hampshire congrega-
tion, joyfully announce the birth of their 
daughter, Sariah Marie Allen. Sariah was 
born Sept. 4, 2019 at 6:05 p.m., weighing 
8 lbs., 6 oz. and measuring 21.5 in. long. 
Chelsea was admitted to the hospital due 
to preeclampsia, but the delivery was 
fast with no complications. Throughout 
their pregnancy, the Allens sought guid-
ance from God and asked for a healthy 
little baby. They feel blessed to now 
have their little girl home with them. 
Their love for this little girl continues 
to grow with each passing day and she 
is truly a gift from God. Sariah’s mater-
nal grandparents Roy and Michelle Cole 
and paternal grandparents, Scott and 
Donna Smith are overjoyed as well. Roy, 
Michelle and Donna are members of the 
Southern New Hampshire congregation.

Kamden Michael and Karson Lee 
Good

Kevin and Shawna (Smith) Good of 
the Roanoke, Virginia, congregation 
are excited to announce the birth of 
their twin boys. Born on May 4, 2019 in 
Blacksburg, Virginia, Kamden Michael 
weighed 3 lbs., 11 oz. and Karson Lee 
weighed 4 lbs., 1 oz. Both measured 
17.5 in. long. Maternal grandparents are 
Arthur and Ilene Smith of Lorain, Ohio. 
Paternal grandparents are Dan and Peg-
gy Good (both deceased) formerly of 
Max Meadows, Virginia.

Hadassah Eden Magee
Jonathan and Esther Magee feel bless-

ed to have little Hadassah Eden join the 
Magee family on June 30. She was born 
9 lbs. 3 oz. and 21 in. long. Brother Con-
way James is so excited to have a little 
sister to take care of and laugh at all his 
jokes. Thanks so much for all the love and 
prayers for our precious girl! 

Savannah Lorraine Palm
Justin and Stacey Palm are thrilled to 

announce the birth of their first girl, Savan-

nah Lorraine, born at home on Sept. 10, 
weighing 7 lbs., 14 oz. and 22 in. long. Her 
brothers Lee (3) and Ben (2) don’t know 
what to do with the cuteness!

Weddings
David Browning and Kayla 
Bollingmo

Wally and Sharon Browning togeth-
er with Leah Bode and Wes Bollingmo, 
parents of David Browning and Kayla 
Bollingmo, are delighted to announce 
the marriage of their children on June 
16, 2019. The newlyweds will begin their 
“happily ever after” in Cincinnati, Ohio.

Wesley Call and Shyanne 
Meadows

Wesley Glenn Call and Shyanne Renee 
Meadows are happy to announce their 
union in marriage on Aug. 25, 2019. The 
ceremony was held in Peebles, Ohio, and 
officiated by Wesley’s grandfather, Ports-
mouth local elder James E. Call. Around 
110 of their closest friends and family 
attended. The Calls reside in Portsmouth, 
Ohio and continue to attend and serve in 
the UCG Portsmouth congregation.

David Crawford and Amanda 
Maxwell

On Sept. 15, 2019, Amanda Gayle Max-
well of Tallahassee, Florida and David 
Allen Crawford of Burlington, Massachu-
setts were joyfully united in marriage at 
the Tallahassee First Seventh Day Adven-
tist Church. A reception including dinner 

and dancing followed at the Florida State 
University Alumni Center. Amanda and 
David celebrated their special day with 
many family and friends. The couple now 
resides in Burlington, Massachusetts and 
attends the Worcester, Massachusetts 
congregation.

Brian Fike and Marissa Fooshe
Brian Fike and Marissa Fooshe were 

married on Aug. 11, 2019. Their wed-
ding took place on the beautiful sands of 
Navarre Beach, Florida, with friends and 
family by their side. The bride comment-
ed, “The day was absolutely perfect, and 
we couldn’t possibly be more happy!”

Anniversaries
Ron and Marlys Peterson

Ron and Marlys Peterson, an elder and 
elder’s wife, were honored by the South-
ern Minnesota congregation with a cake 
and punch reception after Sabbath ser-
vices on Saturday, Oct. 5.  

The Petersons were married 50 years 
ago, on Oct. 11, 1969 in Le Center, Min-
nesota when the two of them started a 
new chapter in their life. Ron commented 
that those years have flown by! 

Ron and Marlys first met in Le Cen-
ter, in Jan. 1969. Ron had been working 
at that time with Marlys’ brother at the 
freightliner dealership in Mankato, Min-
nesota. Marlys’ brother hadn’t been feel-
ing well and Ron went over to his house 
to visit him. Well, lo and behold, his sis-
ter—Marlys—was a Registered Nurse 
living in Owatonna, Minnesota and just 

happened to be visiting her sick broth-
er in Le Center that day. This very pretty 
nurse caught Ron’s eye when the two met 
for the first time.

And as Ron tells it, “I saw potential!” 
They went out later that day to a restau-
rant in St Peter. Ron asked her out that 
next Saturday night— and the next Satur-
day night—and the next Saturday night...  
After they married, they established their 
first home in Nicollet, Minnesota, and lived 
there the next 23 years. Nicollet was about 
halfway between Mankato, where Ron was 
working in the trucking industry, and New 
Ulm, where Marlys was working as a nurse. 

They later moved to Mankato, Min-
nesota where they still reside today. 
Ron was first introduced to the Church 
through his father who was receiving The 
Plain Truth magazine. Ron was a Sunday 
school teacher at his local church and 
taught his lessons from what he learned 
in The Plain Truth. God eventually called 
them both, Ron coming out of a Meth-
odist background and Marlys coming out 
of a Catholic background. It was in 1971 
when they committed to God and were 
baptized by Keith Thomas. They have 
been serving God and His people in the 
Mankato and Southern Minnesota areas 
for many years as an elder and elder’s 
wife. The Petersons have two sons, Randy 
in Houston, Texas, and Scott in Mankato, 
Minnesota. Together the Petersons have 
five grandchildren.

Bob and Jan Voyner
The 50th wedding anniversary of Bob 

and Jan Voyner was celebrated by the 
Cleveland, Ohio congregation with a 

Announcements

Sariah Marie Allen
Sept. 4, 2019

Kamden Michael & Karson Lee Good
May 4, 2019

Wesley Call & Shyanne Meadows
Aug. 25, 2019

Hadassah Eden Magee
June 30, 2019

David Browning & Kayla Bollingmo
June 16, 2019

David Crawford & Amanda Maxwell
Sept. 15, 2019

Savannah Lorraine Palm
Sept. 10, 2019
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big cake after services on March 9, 2019. 
They were married March 1, 1969.

Bob and Jan met during their high 
school years. At that time, Jan attend-
ed the Worldwide Church of God with 
her parents but was not really interest-
ed in the Church. She recalls conversa-
tions with an older lady on a Holy Day 
which changed her perspective, and she 
began listening to The World Tomorrow 
radio broadcast by Mr. Armstrong. It all 
clicked, and it became “her” church, not 
just her parents’ church. She was baptized 
in 1971. Bob, however, did not share her 
beliefs and had no interest in church mat-
ters. It took a while, but Jan’s fine example 
led Bob to re-examine his beliefs and he 
was baptized in 1984. 

Over the years they have accomplished 
much. They have enjoyed traveling 
through much of the United States and 
Europe as they visited different Feast 
sites. They raised three children and have 
shared in the lives of three grandchildren. 
Their household has always included a 
menagerie of dogs, cats and horses. 

Bob was an electrical supervisor at Ford 
Motor Company for 30 years while Jan ran 
a horse boarding stable. Over the years she 
has given many children the opportunity 
to ride. They were active for several years 
with the United Youth Camp pre-teen 
camp in Ohio with Jan volunteering in the 
kitchen and Bob teaching archery.

The Voyners have set a fine example of 
generosity, kindness and willingness to 
lend a helping hand within our Cleveland 
congregation. We feel fortunate to have 
them in our midst and look forward to 
many more years of worshiping together.

Obituaries

Aven Marshall Emery
Aven Marshall Emery, age 88, of Den-

ton, North Carolina died on Monday, 
Aug. 19, 2019. He was born Feb. 6, 1931 in 
Huntsville, Alabama. Marshall was bap-
tized July 16, 1963. He is survived by his 
wife Doris, who was baptized March 26, 
1964.Marshall is remembered as a good, 
hardworking man who loved God’s peo-
ple, was a devoted husband and a loving 
father and grandfather. Marshall always 
sought to live by every word of God. 

Marshall served his country in the U.S. 
Air Force during the Korean conflict. He 
retired from Carolina Container after 20 
years of service. He was very musical and 
loved singing and playing the guitar. Mar-
shall was a kind-hearted man who loved 
helping others and could fix anything. 

Marshall served as a deacon in God’s 
Church. He was always there to lend a 
helping hand to those in need. He made 
sure the widows had transportation to 
and from Sabbath services, their leak-
ing roofs were repaired and they had a 
good supply of wood for the winter to 
stay warm.

Marshall was outgoing toward others 
each Sabbath and loved to talk about 
the Kingdom of God and how much he 
looked forward to the return of Jesus 
Christ to fulfill Revelation 21:4.

Marshall will be greatly missed by 
friends and family alike. We all look for-
ward to seeing him again when Christ 
calls his name and he is raised to life.

Verna Mae Newby
Verna Mae Newby, daughter of Robert 

and Mary Gambichler, was born in Yon-
kers, New York near the end of World War 
II. As the oldest of six siblings in a poor, 
working class family, Verna took on a great 
deal of responsibility at a very young age. 
Humble and difficult beginnings did not 
keep her from experiencing a rich and ful-
filling life. Shortly after graduating from 
high school in 1962, she married the boy 
from Scotland she had known since child-
hood, Raymond Newby. 

Ray and Verna started married life in 
Castro Valley, California, moved to var-
ious states, and eventually settled in the 
golden hills of Antioch California near 
San Francisco. This Yonkers girl loved to 
travel, visiting England, Scotland, Wales, 
France, Italy, Greece, Kenya and much of 
the USA. She had many God-given talents, 
including cooking, entertaining, painting 
and singing (over the years her beautiful 
soprano voice provided special music at 
services in solos, ensembles and choirs). 

At 5 feet tall, Verna was not an impos-
ing figure, but her presence and impact 
were undeniable. Her life was a testament 
to the goodness and greatness of God. She 
was fearless and strong; an underdog who 
stood up for those in need and for what 
was right. Some of the words that could 
be used to describe her are generous, 
genuine, loving and fun to be with. In the 
last nearly two years of her life (after the 
death of her beloved husband Raymond 
of nearly 55 years) these traits would 
shine their brightest. As a widow with 

mounting health problems, and while 
putting her house in order, she became a 
source of encouragement to others, both 
in and out of the Church. The grace of 
God was at work in her life till the end, as 
was noted by many, including healthcare 
workers and fellow patients. Verna was 
a beloved member of the San Francisco 
Bay Area congregation. She was a genu-
ine friend and sister in Christ. 

A memorial service was held for her after 
Sabbath services on Aug. 10 in Orinda 
California. An opening eulogy was given 
by local elder Rex Spears, with a closing 
eulogy delivered by her son, James Newby. 
Tributes to her were also given by various 
brethren. She is survived by siblings Rob-
ert, BettyAnn, Joseph, Irene and George; 
son James, daughter-in-law Karen; and six 
loving grandchildren James, Jessica, Jem-
ma, Josianna, Jade and Jennifer. Verna was 
loved and is now missed. We look forward 
to seeing her again in the Kingdom of God! 

James Willard Robbins
Born Oct. 20, 1933 in Douglasville, Geor-

gia, James Willard Robbins died on June 22, 
2019 at the age of 85. 

After graduating high school, Jim attend-
ed Harris Art School in Nashville, Tennes-
see. He and a fellow classmate from Rogers-
ville later opened a business in Maryville. 
While there, he met Mary Ann Johnson. 
Their marriage produced two daughters, 
Miriam Taylor and Lori Breedlove.

After his friend left the business, Jim was 
hired by L. M. Berry Company, which pro-
duced ads for the Yellow Pages. He began 
his career drawing with pen and ink. Then 
came the age of computers! He was trans-
ferred to Nashville and worked 36 years 
for the same company. He always enjoyed 
his work and spent the last several years in 
management. 

In 1964 he was baptized and traveled long 
distances to attend Worldwide Church of 
God services. He was an original member 
of the first congregation in Nashville and 
designed the artwork on the Plain Truth 
newspaper racks. More recently, he also 
produced the programs for the 50th anni-

Brian Fike & Marissa Fooshe
Aug. 11, 2019
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James Willard Robbins
Oct. 20, 1933-June 22, 2019

Bob & Jan Voyner
50th Anniversary

Verna Mae Newby
March 26, 1944-June 19, 2019

Ron & Marlys Peterson
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Announcements: Send us 
announcements from your local 
congregation! Have your pastor 
review what you write, and send it in 
to UN@ucg.org. We’re looking for 
100- to 300-word articles and photos 
with captions. Please double-check 
the spelling of names, and include 
the author’s and photographer’s 
names. E-mail is preferred, but we 
will also take physical mail as well! 
Please include a self-addressed enve-
lope if you’d like photos returned.



22 united news november-december 2019 United Church of God, an International Association  

Local Church UPDATES

Local Church UPDATES

Two members of the Lexington, Kentucky congregation painted and reworked an 
old Marlboro newspaper rack to be a magazine rack for Beyond Today magazine. The 
rack is being put in a common area next to a member’s retail store in Lexington. This 
area serves as a lunch space for approximately 100 people a day from a deli down the 
hall. This is our small way of preaching the gospel of the Kingdom of God. We are 
excited to see if this rack will bear any fruit, and are planning to explore other rack 
opportunities in the future.

Jorge de Campos

Members Preach the Gospel in Lexington, 
Kentucky

The Beyond Today magazine rack in the Lexington, Kentucky shopping center.

Twenty-four ladies had a wonderful 
time together participating in a women’s 
enrichment seminar at our recently-built, 
beautiful church hall in Mufulira, Zam-
bia. This was our first but definitely not 
our last seminar at this venue. Women 
with the same beliefs were able to come 
together to share and teach one another 
about the Word of God, how to have a hap-
py marriage and how to be a helper. This 
year’s theme was “Arise and Shine” from 
Isaiah 60:1-2. Deacon Luke Banda opened 
the proceedings with views and points on 

the theme. We enjoyed delicious meals, a 
Bible study titled “Mind our Tongues as 
Women,” and singing songs in harmony, 
including hymn 129, “How Great Thou 
Art.” Skills included cooking and mak-
ing traditional bread using cassava and 
groundnuts. We would like to extend our 
sincere gratitude to the almighty God, and 
to all who made the seminar possible, not 
forgetting Mr. and Mrs. Pringle for their 
timely and never-ending support.

 Delphine Band and Cherry Pringle

Women’s Enrichment Seminar Held in 
Copperbelt, Zambia 

Tablecloths made by the ladies during the enrichment weekend depict the theme, “Arise and Shine.”

On Sept. 6-8, 2019, a group of 54 
young adults aged 18-35 gathered in the 
mountainous town of Cle Elum, Wash-
ington, to learn what it means to “Lean 
in to God.” We heard messages from Tim 
Pebworth, Ben Light and CJ Williams, 
and had the opportunity to interact with 
our speakers on a more personal level 
through the weekend. The young adults 
came from many parts of the country 
and from many different backgrounds, 
but they all found one common goal 
and one common identity. The weekend 
ended with a resounding note: we are all 
part of one family and we all have the 
ability to contribute in our own unique 
way to it. And then we committed to liv-
ing the words we heard. The atmosphere 
was one of family. Everyone stayed 
together in an enormous house, and 
had a lot of fun talking, sharing meals 
together and playing games. Attendees 
stepped in to set up the sound system, 
arrange the meeting tent and chairs, 

cook meals, take out the trash and wash 
dishes. People had great attitudes, and 
there were many insightful discussions 
during our seminars as well as great 
participation during our activities. Each 
person found ways to contribute to the 
group and make the weekend not just a 
gathering of individuals, but a tight-knit 
group where each person took owner-
ship and contributed in some small way. 
If you find a young adult who came to 
the weekend, ask them their perspective 
on what it means to lean in to God. What 
does it mean to place God at the center of 
the great life decisions that young adults 
face? Weekends like these are meant to 
strengthen the whole Church, not just 
those who attend. Thank you to all who 
contributed and made this weekend pos-
sible. And thanks to God our Father for 
gathering us together and giving us His 
words to ponder and let guide us.

Rachel Keirouz and Keith Lippincott

Northwest Young Adults Weekend

A few who attended the Northwest young adults weekend.

Are you looking for an opportunity to make meaningful connections with 
women of like mind? What about diving deeper into God’s Word? Consider 
attending a Women’s Enrichment Weekend this year! These weekends pro-
vide a great opportunity to spend time discussing God’s Word, sharing life 
experiences and lessons learned, hearing uplifting music and getting to know 
women of all ages. More information can be found on the Women of Valor 
website at women.ucg.org.

Region Dates Theme
Garden Grove, California Jan. 23-26, 2020 Facing Life with Strength and 

Laughter (Proverbs 31:25)
Southwest Missouri Feb. 14-16, 2020 Choose Joy—Happiness Is Not 

Enough (Isaiah 55:12)
Portland, Oregon Feb. 21-23, 2020 Running with Horses—Being 

Spiritually Fit (Jeremiah 12:5)
Puget Sound, Washington March 6-8, 2020 Serving an Eleventh Hour God

(Luke 18:7)

Cleveland, Ohio April 24-26, 2020 The Secret Garden—Stepping Stones 
to Cultivating Spiritual Growth 
(2 Peter 3:18)

Baltimore, Maryland May 15-17, 2020 Speech Seasoned with Salt 
(Colossians 4:6)

Spokane, Washington May 15-17, 2020 Stand in the Gap (Ezekiel 22:30)

2020 Women’s Enrichment Weekends

http://women.ucg.org/
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versary celebration of the Nashville church. 
His wife Mary Ann died of cancer in 

1985. In 1989, Jim married Sue Bozarth, a 
widow in the local church area. This add-
ed three stepchildren; Lyle, Steven, and 
Wendolyn Bozarth to Jim’s family. They 
traveled overseas several times for the 
Feast of Tabernacles and a highlight was 
a trip to the Holy Land. 

After retirement in 1996 he enjoyed 
playing music, long walks, photogra-
phy, drawing cartoons using his dry wit, 
spending winters in Fort Myers, Florida 
and serving at church, often in the back-
ground wherever there was a need. For 
many years he produced bulletins for 

four congregations until his cancer inter-
fered. He patiently hand-folded 100 cop-
ies each week for brethren in Nashville to 
save the Church money! Funeral services 
were conducted by Fred Kellers at Sellars 
Funeral Home in Lebanon, Tennessee. 

Jim is survived by his wife Sue, sister 
Frances Luedtke, five children, 10 grand-
children and eight great-grandchildren. 
He lived his life for God and Jesus Christ 
and is now at rest until the Kingdom 
arrives. 

Patsy Mae Hosier
Patsy Mae Hosier, a longtime member 

of the Orlando, Florida congregation, died 
suddenly on the Sabbath morning of Aug. 

24, 2019 at home in Tavares, Florida. She 
was 78 years old and had been a member 
of the Church for 45 years. She is survived 
by her husband, Richard, daughter Jeanne 
Thorne (Lloyd) who attends in Orlando, 
son James Paul Swanson who is a Church 
of God member in upstate New York, and 
four grandchildren.

Patsy was born in 1941 in Newport, 
Vermont and had a happy childhood.  She 
came in contact with the Church through 
The World Tomorrow radio broadcast and 
Plain Truth magazine and began attending 
Church in Montpelier, Vermont, where 
she was baptized in 1973. In 1974, Patsy’s 
mother was also baptized into the Church 
and Patsy’s children have happy memories 
of attending Church and Feasts with their 
mother and grandmother.

Patsy relocated to New York, where she 
met her husband. They were married and 
moved to Florida 20 years ago.  Patsy is 
remembered as a gentle, quiet woman who 
had a deep love for God, the Bible and the 
brethren.  She and the “ready smile” she had 
for everyone is missed by all of her Church 
and physical family, and we look forward 
to the time when we see that smile and feel 
her warmth again when she is resurrected.

Phyllis Sloneker
Phyllis Sloneker, beloved member of 

the Orlando, Florida congregation passed 
away on Sept. 4, 2019, at the age of 80, 
after a brief illness. She is survived by 
three sons and three grandchildren. Her 
husband, Bob Sloneker, preceded her in 
death over 10 years ago.

Phyllis was baptized into the Church in 
1964. Her first husband died at an early 
age and she was left with two boys to take 
care of. She met her husband, Bob, at the 
Feast in Poconos, Pensylvania, a few years 
later and they had a son, Fred, whose fam-
ily and granddaughters were a big support 
to Phyllis during her last years. 

Bob and Phyllis were active servants 
in the Church in all the areas they lived. 
Bob was ordained an elder and Phyllis was 
ordained a deaconess during WCG days. 
Friends who knew Phyllis throughout her 
life relate that she was a mentor and help 
to women of all ages in the various areas in 
which they served—West Virginia, Mary-
land, Detroit, Ohio and finally in Florida 
where Phyllis spent her last years. 

Phyllis will be remembered as a friend-
ly, caring, kind and wise woman who 
knew her Bible well. She would often 
engage in conversations about the Bible 
or the sermon after services. 

She is missed by her spiritual family in 
Orlando, and we look forward to the time 
of her resurrection. UN

Phyllis Sloneker
Jan. 9, 1939-Sept. 4, 2019

Patsy Mae Hosier
March 20, 1941-Aug. 24, 2019

AnnouncementsContinued from page 21

On the last day of the summer of 2019, 
Sept. 22, 25 members of the Columbus, 
Ohio congregation “had a mind to work” 
(Nehemiah 4:6). The congregation had a 
work party for the purpose of getting proj-
ects done both inside and outside of their 
new building. The projects included kitch-
en clean-up, trash removal, painting, win-
dow cleaning, carpet cleaning, roof work 

and various outdoor landscaping jobs.
The jobs were coordinated by Roy Water-

house and John White, who gave the work-
ers their assigned tasks upon arrival. The 
work completed will benefit the entire con-
gregation. The participants felt a sense of 
accomplishment and experienced the joy of 
teamwork on that wonderful summer day.

Bev Galli

Columbus, Ohio Holds Church Hall 
Work Party

Left: Michele Waterhouse and young Hannah clean windows. Right: Jason Kline doing paint touch-ups.

continued from page 19

The Seventh Commandment

This is part 9 of the Ten Commandments 
Series. Missed a part? Please visit
ucg.org/tags/the-ten-commandments-series to 
read more.

who commits adultery is an utter fool, for 
he destroys himself ” (NLT).  

People usually try to keep their sins 
secret, but they often get exposed. “Be sure 
your sin will find you out” is the warning 
in Numbers 32:23. And regardless of how 
well someone hides a sin from other peo 
ple, remember that God sees everything. 
“God will judge us for everything we do, 
including every secret thing, whether 
good or bad” (Ecclesiastes 12:14, NLT). 

There are many excellent articles cov-
ering aspects of sexual morality and 
teaching our children about God’s per-
spectives on sex, morality and modesty 
provided on the ucg.org website. Arti-
cles covering sexual addictions and rela-
tionship issues are also covered on the 
Breaking Free blog, which can be found 
at ucg.org/blogs/breaking-free. 

Preparing for Something Greater
It is common for people to worry that 

they are missing out on sexual pleasures 
and therefore are tempted to make very 
bad decisions to get some of those plea-
sures. But Christians are focused on 
preparing for something greater. God 
is offering us the opportunity to have 
a joyful and glorious life—everlasting 
life—in the Kingdom of God! 

In God’s “right hand are pleasures 
forevermore!” (Psalm 16:11). In God’s 
Kingdom, you will never miss any of the 
pleasures you experienced and did not 
experience in your previous life, and you 
will never regret any of the sacrifices you 
made to be in God’s Kingdom! 

Lastly, let’s always remember that God 
is extremely merciful. No matter what 
sins a person has committed, when God 
sees that he or she has sincerely and 
deeply repented, He will always forgive 
(Psalm 103:8; Ezekiel 18:30-32; 1 John 
1:9). True repentance includes both god-
ly sorrow and a determination to “go and 
sin no more” (2 Corinthians 7:9-10; John 
8:11). Then God promises: “Though 
your sins are like scarlet, they shall be as 
white as snow” (Isaiah 1:18). 

God wants you in His Kingdom, and Jesus 
Christ wants you to be part of His Bride! UN

If you have questions or would like coun-
seling, please feel free to contact one of our 
ministers by going to ucg.org and finding a 
minister or congregation near you.

https://www.ucg.org/tags/the-ten-commandments-series
http://ucg.org
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us less sharp.
When we gather together with like-mind-

ed brethren, with whom we have a strong 
relationship, an incredible sharpening 
effect takes place. We can discuss our trials 
and difficulties and our faith and character 
can improve. We can restore the edge of that 
blade through these mutual interactions.

This kind of relationship cannot be built 
without coming together regularly.

If we don’t assemble together, we miss out 
on the opportunity to encourage one another.

As society around us becomes increas-
ingly hostile to people of faith, it will be even 
more important to ensure that we gather 
together. That was the point the author of 
Hebrews was making. He was telling the 
brethren not to forsake their assembling 
together, but to exhort or encourage one 
another particularly as you see the Day [of 
Christ’s Return] approaching.

We have an important responsibility to 
encourage one another as things get more 
difficult. The congregations of believers 
are the only physical support we can have 
in times of difficulty because it’s the only 
place where we will find people of like 
mind—people who truly understand.

When we deal with difficulties, some-
times it makes all the difference to 
simply know we’re not alone, and to 
understand there are others who are 
experiencing the same difficulties as 
well. Coming together to worship God, 
to fellowship and build those bonds, can 
be an incredible comfort.

In 1 Thessalonians 5:9-11, Paul discuss-
es the Day of the Lord and encourages 
brethren to prepare for this coming time 
of challenge and joy. He tells brethren to 
spiritually prepare for this time, but also to 
encourage and edify one another. 

We’re all in this together. We need one 
another. 

We need you.

Learning the Truth for the First 
Time?

The United Church of God has con-
gregations all over the United States and 
around the world. Its members are warm 
and friendly, and its pastors truly care. The 
members are working together to help one 
another grow in grace and knowledge and 
to become more like our Elder Brother, 
Jesus Christ.

If you haven’t attended services before, 
or even if it has been a while—take that 
first step. 

Reach out to the local pastor or reach 
out to a member you might know. Roll 
up your sleeves and become directly 
involved in the work of God by becom-
ing part of an active and vibrant spiritu-
al community of like-minded believers. 
The students that I taught who became 
a part of the school community excelled 
and became stronger students.

Even though God teaches us many lessons 
through practical living, there are required 
formal periods of instruction. The Creator 
of the universe commands our presence 
before Him every week. We must recog-
nize the importance of that command—the 
command to give of our time to come and 
learn more about Him and His Way.

When we don’t, we miss out on these les-
sons. We don’t learn God’s Way as effec-
tively, and forsaking our assembly weak-
ens the body. When we do this, we run 
the risk of missing out on opportunities 
to grow closer to one another, to stir one 
another up to love and good works and to 
encourage one another in the face of trial 
and difficulty.

If you miss Church, you miss out.
Are you missing out? UN

God in this day and age and to have the 
understanding we have been given. Every 
good and perfect gift is from God our Father 
(James 1:17) and this understanding of the 
Sabbath and annual Holy Days is a wonder-
ful gift from God!

Let us continue to go forward in faith, 
believing that God will be true to His prom-
ises:

“I will never leave you, nor forsake you” 
(Hebrews 13:5).

“God is our refuge and strength, a very 
present help in trouble” (Psalm 46:1).

And never forget the encouraging words 
of a faithful servant of God, the apostle Paul:

“I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13).

“And we know that all things work togeth-
er for good to them that love God and are 
called according to His purpose” (Romans 
8:28).

When the children of Israel were faced 
with crossing the sea in front of them, with 
Pharaoh and his powerful army closing in 
behind them, God’s instruction to them was 
“move forward” (Exodus 14:15).

They did so, and God intervened as the 
waters parted and they crossed over on dry 
ground. Their enemies continued to pursue, 
but were quickly swallowed up by the same 
waters that had parted for the Israelites.

Brethren, rather than allowing “post-Feast 
blues” to discourage us, let us all move for-
ward in faith as we move ever closer to God’s 
Promised Land, the Kingdom of God! UN

continued from page 17

Go Forward in Faith!

continued from page 17

The Greatest Story Rarely Told
continued from page 18

Are You Missing Out?

The story has a tragic beginning but ends 
as the most beautiful human drama of all 
times. It starts when God’s longsuffering 
ends and He calls once more for the cap-
tivity of His people. The account is found 
in multiple locations and speaks of a time 
when one-third of modern-day Israel will 
die by famine and disease, one-third will 
die of warfare and one-third will go into 
captivity. God will reserve to Himself a tithe 
of the people but it appears that even these 
He will further refine (Zechariah 13:8-9; 
Ezekiel 5:1-4; Ezekiel 5:12-13; Amos 5:3; 
Isaiah 6:10-13). The captivity will be the 
refining crucible in which God makes the 
determination of who will populate millen-
nial Israel. He will work with the precision 
of a harvester sifting grain and promises 
that not one grain will fall to the ground 
unaccounted for (Amos 9:8-10).

When the sorting is completed, God 
will mercifully deliver the captives in 
such a dramatic fashion that it will pale 
nearly  into insignificance the miraculous 
deliverance of Israel from Egypt (Jeremi-
ah 16:14-15; Jeremiah 23:7-8). While the 
deliverance is spectacular, even more sig-
nificant will be the change of the hearts 
and minds of the returnees.

Israel’s deliverance will be a time of 
relief, joy and tears—tears expressing the 
widest range of emotions—tears of shame 
and humility for what they have done, 
tears of awareness of how unworthy they 
are to be returning and tears of joy to be 
free and going to a place of permanent 
safety and peace. Their tears express an 
attitude critical to the success of a mission 
Israel has flunked repeatedly—tears of 
total repentance (Hosea 5:14-15; Ezekiel 

20:42-44; Jeremiah 31:8-9, 18-20; 50:4-5; 
Zephaniah 3:11-12).

Amidst all that is happening, this crit-
ical element is often overlooked. God 
once more will perform a final sorting of 
the people just as He did when the spies 
returned from searching out the Promised 
Land and He will exclude all the stubborn, 
faithless and unrepentant (Ezekiel 20:33-
38). None but the fully repentant, humbled 
and willing to follow God will be returning 
and at that point God will provide them the 
same help He has given us—His Holy Spir-
it (Jeremiah 31:31-33; Ezekiel 39:25-29; 
Hebrews 8:7-10). Can you grasp the impact 
of all this? Returning from captivity will be 
a people filled with first love—fully contrite 
and humble, willing to learn—in fact, eager 
to learn. Into their hearts and minds God 
will pour His Holy Spirit, converting the 
returning remnant of people.

Have you ever witnessed first love? 
Have you ever watched it at work? It is 
alive, relentless and it can’t help but share 
what it knows and feels. The love of God 
shown by those returning from captivity 
will be infectious, eventually influencing 
the whole world. 

God will finally accomplish what He has 
always wanted to accomplish—to have a 
people model loyalty, commitment and  
the love of God to the whole world, demon-
strating everything God stands for in the 
way they talk, think and live (Deuteronomy 
4:1-8; Isaiah 61:4-6; Zechariah 8:20-23).

This is the greatest story rarely told—a 
story of profound sorrow, total refine-
ment and true conversion, leading to a 
people who will serve God as a kingdom 
of priests, a holy nation and a light to all 
the world. UN

If you haven’t attended services 
before or if it’s been a while—
take that first step!

Lily Sheets, daughter of Joan Sheets of 
the St. Louis, Missouri congregation and 
Dennis Sheets, recently graduated from 
John Burroughs School. She spent her high 
school years playing the clarinet in her 
school’s orchestra, in the by-audition St. 
Louis Honors Band, and in the Missouri 
state competition all four years. Lily played 
junior varsity field hockey and soccer for 

three years and served on the student cab-
inet for U.S. Congressman Wm. Lacy Clay 
of Missouri for two years. Besides serving 
over 300 hours of community service, Lily 
also participated in the school’s Super Mile-
age Vehicle Club for four years, receiving 
1st place in the miles per gallon category 
at the state level as the driver. She broke 
the school record of 413 mpg by over 100 
mpg at the Shell Eco-Marathon in Sono-
ma, California in 2018. She also drove at 
the Shell Eco-Marathon in 2019 and spent 
the year building a biodiesel lab with her 
chemistry teacher. Lily loves the mountains, 
hiking and rock climbing. She loved all her 
years as a preteen camper at Ironwood and 
again as a teen at Pinecrest, Hye Sierra and 
Northwest. She is now pursuing a bachelor’s 
degree in neuroscience at Colgate Univer-
sity in New York. Her favorite scripture is 
Ecclesiastes 3:11.

High School Graduation

Editor’s note: Lily’s senior bio was left out of the 
graduation issue.

Lily Sheets
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During Labor Day weekend (Aug. 
30-Sept. 2), 27 participants from six coun-
tries (Australia, Canada, Chile, Germany, 
United Kingdom and United States) met in 
Cincinnati for our 18th annual Leadership 
Workshop. Friday evening, all participants 
and several of the instructors and wives 
met for a welcome reception.

On the Sabbath, we had a modified Sab-
bath service and Bible study with hymns and 
presentations by Darris McNeely and Steve 
Myers. Mr. McNeely began the day with the 
theme of the conference, “A Leader Is First 
a Disciple.” He stressed the importance of 
discipleship and what it truly means. 

Mr. Myers gave a presentation and 
workshop about “Defending the Faith” 
that emphasized the importance of being 
ready and able to give a defense for what 
we believe as Christians. The apologetics 
workshop portion presented several differ-
ent scenarios where the attendees worked 
together to develop responses from the 
scriptures to each scenario. Mr. McNeely 
conducted a discipleship workshop and 
gave a presentation on “Your Part in the 
Vision and Mission of the Church.” This 
session was designed to help them be of 
even greater service.

On Sunday, Victor Kubik gave the open-
ing session on Christ-like service, pointing 
to Christ’s example of love, humility and 
sacrifice, and how we should all emulate 
these Christ-like characteristics in our 
daily lives. Steve Myers presented a session 
on “The Character of a Servant.” Sunday 
afternoon, I also conducted a workshop on 
the subject of Christ-like service. I asked 
all the participants to gather in groups to 
brainstorm responses to several questions 

about servant leadership and ways we can 
practice service to our local congregations. 

Darris and Steve then discussed the 
Beyond Today “Tone and Voice Chart” 
and how its principles can make our ser-
mons and sermonettes more effective and 
engaging. Chris Rowland then conducted a 
speaking workshop that covered preparing 
sermon and sermonette messages.

Bev Kubik, Debbie McNeely and Kathe 
Myers conducted a workshop for the wom-
en called “Caring For and Nurturing Your 
Local Congregation.”

Mr. Kubik’s session “Working with Your 
Pastor” stressed practical ways to support 
your pastor to more effectively serve God’s 
people in each congregation. On Sunday 
evening, Peter Eddington gave a seminar 
on “Preaching the Gospel from Home” 
where he pointed out how using social 
media effectively can be a way to preach the 
gospel from their own computers, tablets 
and smartphones. Afterwards, the partici-
pants toured the home office and the video 
recording studio.

On Monday morning, Greg Thomas, 
pastor of our Cleveland congregation who 
also runs a non-profit corporation with the 
mission “to advance the understanding and 
education of organizational and person-
al leadership,” gave a thorough workshop 
called “Beyond Merely Leading: Toward 
Godly Leadership Following His Lead.”

This was the first time I have been able 
to attend the Leadership Workshop. It 
is definitely a labor of love for the home 
office staff who have given up their Labor 
Day weekend for 18 years! 

Mark Welch 

Annual Labor Day Leadership Workshop 
in Cincinnati

At the beginning of August, Jeff Lockhart was hired as a ministerial trainee working 
with pastor Chuck Smith in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, and in the Caribbean. Jeff and 
his wife, Alisa, attended our 10-day Pastoral Development Program at the home office 
in Cincinnati during the month of November.

There were six elders ordained into the ministry on the Feast of Trumpets, Sept. 
30, 2019. Neil Crane and his wife, Rita, serve in the East Texas congregation. Gregory 
Dullum and his wife, Marie, serve in the Cape Girardeau, Missouri, congregation. Brent 
Fogelson and his wife, Kristina, serve in the Phoenix Northwest, Arizona, congrega-
tion. Alan Gunn serves in the Columbus, Ohio, congregation. Dave Wells and his wife, 
Carrie, serve in the Troy, Illinois, congregation. Andy Duran and his wife, Amber, have 
been transferred from Cincinnati to the Chicago area. Mr. Duran will assist Pastor 
Randy D’Alessandro with the Chicago (Illinois) and Beloit (Wisconsin) congregations.

On Oct. 5, Richard Moulton was ordained into the ministry. He and his wife, Michelle, 
serve in the Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, congregation. On Oct. 14, Clive Demont was 
ordained into the ministry. He serves in the East London/Port Elizabeth, South Africa, 
congregation. On Oct. 21, Frank Reckerman was ordained into the ministry. He and 
his wife, Tina, serve in the Colombo, Sri Lanka, congregation. The Reckermans also 
attended this year’s Pastoral Development Program.

On Oct. 26, Cephas Chapamba and Haiton Thungula, both of Malawi, were ordained 
into the ministry. Cephas and Patricia Chapamba serve the Nkhwazi congregation; 
Haiton Thungula serves the Lilongwe congregation.

Aaron and Whitney Creech have been transferred to the Sacramento area where 
Aaron will pastor the congregations in Sacramento (California) and Reno (Nevada). 
We would like to thank Wayne Dunlap and Mark Fike who served as interim pastors 
until Mr. Creech’s arrival. 

Bart and Joan Bornhorst have been transferred to eastern Pennsylvania, where Bart 
will pastor the Lewistown, York and Bethlehem congregations, replacing Aaron Creech.

Joshua and Lizzie Creech have been transferred to central Indiana where Joshua will 
pastor the congregations in Indianapolis and Ft. Wayne, replacing Bart Bornhorst. Josh-
ua had been serving as an assistant pastor for Gary Petty in Tennessee.

We would greatly appreciate your prayers and support for these men and their wives 
as they transition to serve God and His people in these new assignments.

—Chris Rowland, Ministerial and Member Services

Updates from Ministerial and Member 
Services—Eleven Recent Ordinations

On Oct. 5, 2019, Aaron and Whitney Creech were honored for their dedicated and 
kind service to the brethren in Lewistown, York, and Bethlehem, Pennsylvania congrega-
tions. They and their children will be missed! The Creech family will be moving to serve 
the brethren in Sacramento, California and Reno, Nevada.

Rose Massie

Pennsylvania Congregations Say Farewell 
to Creech Family

Darris McNeely gives a lecture to attendees during the Labor Day Leadership workshop.
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These and many more highly target-
ed services represent typical activities of 
LifeNets International over the past 20 
years. As a result of its unique focus—
relieving suffering and generating hope 
through opportunities to become self-suf-
ficient—the organization has helped thou-
sands of people, including many in the 
United Church of God. 

Through LifeNets support and schol-
arships, needy people—including Unit-
ed Church of God members in remote 
areas—have become medical doctors, 
dentists, nurses and nurse practitioners, 
teachers, computer programmers, 
accountants, bankers and more. A num-
ber of impoverished communities have 
received LifeNets funds to drill boreholes 
to supply much-needed water. Others 
have purchased livestock and critical 
seed for planting. Given this track record, 
many have asked: “How did LifeNets come 
about?” The answer lies in people simply 
trying to find a way to help children and 
other people in need—that was the driving 
force that led to the creation of LifeNets 
two decades ago. What is today an orga-
nized outreach to people to Eastern 
Europe, Africa, Latin America and Asia—
all purposed to relieve suffering, create 
hope and develop opportunities—started 
with very modest beginnings. 
Helping victims of the Chernobyl 
disaster

Here’s how it began: in 1996, Victor 
and Beverly Kubik were in England for 
the Feast of Tabernacles. During a dinner 
that included Maurice Frohn, a retired 
pediatric surgeon, Dr. Frohn related dis-
turbing reports about children suffering 
from radiation-induced illnesses from the 
Chernobyl nuclear disaster in Ukraine. Dr. 
Frohn asked Mr. Kubik, who is fluent in 
Ukrainian and Russian, to accompany him 
on an investigative trip.

What they found was horrifying. Both 
men returned from Ukraine determined 
to find a way to help. Dr. Frohn organized 
relief efforts in England, while Mr. Kubik 
returned to the United States. Through 
family and other connections, the Kubiks 
found ways to collect and ship tons of 
much-needed supplies to the afflicted chil-
dren of Chernobyl. Volunteers, including 
local members of the United Church of 
God, pitched in to help. As people heard 

about these relief efforts, more wanted to 
help, even contribute funds. In November 
of 1999, Mr. Kubik set up LifeNets Inter-
national as a formal non-profit organiza-
tion, taking a name that reflected how the 
organization provided a “safety net” that 
relieved suffering and sustained life.

LifeNets expands operations
The new organization quickly expanded. 

Over time, more than 160 tons of supplies 
were solicited, assembled and shipped by 
volunteers—all for free through U.S. fed-
eral government programs. Shipments 
of supplies expanded from Ukraine to 
include shipments to Malawi, one of the 
poorest countries in the world. Bev and 
Vic Kubik were able to secure the donation 
or purchase (at very lost cost) of medical 
supplies and equipment.

Since the shipments went to areas that 
were often impoverished and governed by 
corrupt officials, the Kubiks learned how 
to get supplies through complex customs 
without paying bribes.

Network grows in international 
areas

The influence and impact of LifeNets 
expanded further with the first U.S. vis-
it of Dr. Vasyl Pasichnyk, director of 
the Ukrainian Revival Centre, in 1999. 
LifeNets arranged for several visits to 
the Mayo Clinic and other hospitals that 
included interviews with area media in 
Indiana and Minnesota. A private visit 
with then-Indiana First Lady Judy O’Ban-
non resulted in LifeNet’s network being 
greatly expanded, as Mrs. Bannon, wife 
of then-Indiana Gov. Frank O’Bannon, 
personally invited Mr. Kubik to go on an 
official fact-finding tour of Russia with her 
and several business, academic and civic 
leaders. That visit led to Mr. Kubik’s subse-
quent longtime involvement with Rotary 
International, which later provided grants 
and other support for vehicles and pro-
grams in international areas.

Other requests for humanitarian help 
poured in, and LifeNets programs expand-
ed to Zambia in Africa, then to Latin 
America. More people started donating 
funds, and a number of major corpo-

rations like Bank of America, Shell Oil, 
and Microsoft started gift-matching the 
modest donations. LifeNets was incorpo-
rated as a humanitarian organization so it 
could appropriately operate in global areas 
where a religious organization could be 
viewed with suspicion or outright banned.

As funds became available, LifeNets 
expanded its scholarships program in 
Africa, Eastern Europe, Latin America 
and Asia. LifeNets began supporting and 
sending volunteers to summer camps and 
other programs, including Sabbatarian 
groups. In addition to funding programs 
directly, LifeNets also organizes a con-
siderable amount of in-kind donations, 
including specialty wheelchairs and other 
medical equipment. The LifeNets wheel-
chair program was even featured in USA 
Today and Real Simple magazine.

A unique focus
Many humanitarian organizations pro-

vide funding, so LifeNets took a unique 
focus, which remains today. LifeNets 
strives to both relieve suffering and at the 
same time, create the means where local 
people can become more self-sufficient by 
learning new skills or using resources and 
tools (including seed and livestock) pro-
vided by LifeNets to build up lives. While 
consistently looking to God for direction 
and opportunity, LifeNets focuses on these 
principles of operations:

• Meeting humanitarian needs to relieve 
suffering.

• Generating hope through opportuni-
ties to become self-sufficient.

• Serving on the basis of mutual respect, 
honor and dignity with both recipients of 
aid and with donors.

• Delivering services through local lead-
ers whom we know and trust.

• Being culturally sensitive in the type 
and amount of aid we deliver.

• Leveraging donations where possible 
by partnering with organizations who pro-
vide products at reduced costs.

• Using wherever possible governmen-
tal services (such as the U.S. State and 
Defense Departments) to defray costs of 
shipping supplies.

• Creating a circle of ongoing benefits, 
including creating the capacity for recipi-
ents to pass on aid, training, and services 
to others, teaching and emphasizing the 
ability to become living examples of “Pass-
ing on the Gift” to their communities.

Going forward
Today, LifeNets continues its unique 

focus, often working in concert with the 
Good Works program of the United Church 
of God. In fact, a majority of LifeNets’ out-
reach supports United Church of God 
people and programs. A formal LifeNets 
affiliate organization has been established 
in Australia. The LifeNets board includes 
a CPA and other financial professionals, 
and as a certified 501 (c) (3) organization, 
LifeNets carefully adheres to standard 
accounting and reporting practices. 

We want to thank all our brethren who 
have managed the projects locally. This 
monitoring has ensured their success and 
sustainability. UN

LifeNets International: 20 Years of Service
by Michael Snyder

Top left: The Kubiks with scholarship students in Santiago, Chile. Top right: Oxen in Zambia, donated by LifeNets. Below: LifeNets recipients in Chipata elated 
over the new borehole to provide them with fresh 
water.

n Bringing precious water 
to parched communities. 
Providing life-changing 
scholarships in poverty-stricken 
areas. Building shelters and 
bringing Internet connectivity 
to remote rural areas. 

https://lifenets.org/
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This year, youth got to know each other 
and build relationships with their brethren, 
learn how to conduct Sabbath services, 
how to pray, the correct mode of dress for 
sermonettes/sermons, time-keeping and 
respecting each other. 

At our church property in Mufulira, 
we had 38 people in attendance from five 
different areas. It was the first time Camp 
was held at the church’s property. The facil-
ities were well organized and the sleeping 
arrangements were awesome—we all had 
our own mattress. There were no water 
shortages and the dining hall was large 
enough to cater for all. And due to a kitch-
en conducive to cleanliness, there was no 
sickness. Our camp was held at the same 
time as the Seventh Day Adventist’s (SDA) 
camp. Whenever our young people went 
for a road run at 4:30 a.m., the SDA youth 
came and joined us. It was a fun-filled zone 
with new games and activities, Bible puz-
zles and a Bible Race. Speakers focused on 
Christian Living, life skills, financial disci-
pline and career planning. Subjects includ-
ed “Was it always this way?” (Galatians 1:3), 
“Learn to Discern” (Ezekiel 44:23), “God’s 
Way Works!” (John 10:10), “Transform, Do 
Not Conform” (Romans 12:2) and “Be a 
Light” (Matthew 5:14-16). The lessons were 
well-presented, with each one matching the 

level of the campers, who responded well to 
the lectures. 

On the Sabbath, the Mufulira congre-
gation joined camp and our young people 
gave a sermonette and split sermon. The 
day was full of special music, memory 
verses and a poem about this year’s theme. 
That evening we had an awards ceremony 
together with a fun show and dance.  It was 
encouraging to see that most of our young 
people were interested in learning the 
Word of God. There was baking (which 
provided breakfast), arts and crafts, health 
and hygiene and a lecture on laundry. Rec-
reation included darts, football, volleyball, 
tag of peace, a needle race and a bottle race. 
One day we went to a boating club nearby 
where we enjoyed soccer, swimming and a 
boat cruise for about four hours near one 
of the largest manmade dams in the area. 

All camp objectives were achieved. We 
want to thank all those concerned for your 
support, be it financially or spiritually. We 
really appreciate this great privilege you give 
us. In the future we plan to shine even more. 
We are grateful to our Father in Heaven for 
blessing us with a wonderful, safe camp as 
we meditate on His Word by “Living God’s 
Way Today” so that one day we can be sons 
and daughters in God’s family.

Rodrick Epomba and Derrick Pringle

UYC Camps in Zambia

It has been another wonderful experience 
of youth camp at Verino this year. Campers 
and staff worked together in the different 
activities as we learn God’s way of life. 

This year’s theme “Living God’s way 
today” was well-connected in the many 
activities that were put in place. In a world 
where the law of God and His command-
ments are not regarded anymore, it can be 
a challenge to live God’s way. This special 
time, however, reminds us of what God 
expects of us, and encourages our youths 
that it is possible to live a godly way of life. 

With Compass Check classes every 
morning and Christian living classes every 
evening our youths were able to learn and 
even participate in sharing how we can best 
live God’s way today. The different activi-
ties we had also helped promote the kind 
of life God expects to see in us. There were 

activities which helped build teamwork and 
togetherness, such as choir practice, basket-
ball, volleyball and speedway. 

Some activities helped youths utilize 
talents and appreciate how we can use our 
talents to make a difference as children of 
God, such as tie-dye, health and hygiene 
class and arts and crafts. We also had danc-
ing lessons, which reminded the youth of 
the importance of having respect for the 
other person. This also taught how follow-
ing rules is always important, just like the 
rules we have to follow in living God’s way 
of life. These are just a few of the activities 
that took place. The camp was successful 
and very fruitful, but with sad faces we had 
to say our goodbyes on the Aug. 25, because 
the time had flown quickly and it was time 
to go back home.

Muhau Nawa Talama

Verino, Zambia

Mufulira, Copperbelt, Zambia

ABC Student Council Chosen

Just before the Feast this year, Ambas-
sador Bible College appointed students to 
leadership positions for the class of 2020. 
Dylan Riess will be serving as class presi-
dent, while Sophie Pebworth and Steven 
Rowland will assist him as Secretary and 
Treasurer, respectively. Stephen Betts 
will have the role of Class Monitor, in 
which he will ensure that the lecture hall 
is set up correctly for class or church and 
equipment is taken care of. Warren Weis 
will serve as the head of the Social Activ-
ities Committee to coordinate activities 
and events for members of the class to 
get together. Ashley Holden will be the 

Service Activities Committee head, in 
which she will find and set up service 
opportunities for the ABC students to 
give back to the local community and 
to the Church. The classroom Message 
Board will be coordinated by Charmain 
Lavender, and Amber Cunningham will 
be in charge of sending out cards from 
the class to brethren. The ABC Times will 
be edited and produced by Hannah Riess 
and Adrianna Lockhart, and Sophie Peb-
worth will serve as music coordinator for 
this year’s ABC Chorale.We look forward 
to seeing the positive fruits that each of 
these students will produce while serving 
their classmates in these positions. UN

Back row: Amber Cunningham, Warren Weis, Adam Butler, Stephen Betts, Hannah Riess, Dylan Riess 
Front row: Ashley Holden, Steven Rowland, Adrianna Lockhart, Charmain Lavender, Sophie Pebworth

by Ariana Del Signore

Campers swim and participate in field games at the UYC camp in Verino.

Cunene, Angola
The southernmost province of Cunene 

in Angola hosted the Feast this year. This 
site was chosen because this region has had 
a devastating drought for three years. The 
Angolan Church’s leadership felt that if the 
Feast was kept here, various brethren from 
Angola could travel there to assist the local 
drought-stricken brethren and communities. 
As such, over 340 members traveled across 
the country through difficult roads, from as 
far north as Luanda and Malanje to mate-
rially and spiritually support the brethren. 
The highest attendance during the Feast in 
Cunene was 473 brethren. Other smaller sat-
ellite sites were assembled in various regional 
areas throughout the country. 

Assistance was given to brethren in Angola 
from Good Works and from the Bakersfield 
and Las Vegas brethren. This assistance was 

gratefully appreciated. In turn, the Angolan 
brethren provided assistance to 124 patients 
in the community during the Feast in pedi-
atrics, obstetrics and general medicine. Food 
supplies were also given to various people in 
the church and nearby community.  

During the Feast two deacons were ordained 
and the blessing of little children was conduct-
ed. Eight brethren were baptized. Messages 
during the Feast included such topics as “How 
Will the Earth Become a Paradise?” and “How 
to Enter into the Kingdom of God.” Seminars 
for the ladies and leaders were also conduct-
ed. On the Eighth Day the Provincial Cultural 
Director (representing the Provincial Gover-
nor)  and a representative of the Angolan Bap-
tist church in Cunene attended as guests. 

The leadership and brethren of the Church 
of God in Angola thank all the brethren 
around the world for their concerns and 
prayers for their current situation. 

Jorge de Campos

Left: Festival women’s choir. Right: Food donated by Angolan Feastgoers to others in the community.
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Title Host Literature Airing 

Period
The Middle East in 
Prophecy Darris McNeely The Middle East in Bible 

Prophecy Nov. 17-23

Should I Keep the 
Sabbath? Steve Myers Sunset to Sunset: God’s 

Sabbath Rest Nov. 24-30

You Can Understand 
the Bible Gary Petty How to Understand the 

Bible Dec. 1-7

Saved By His Life Darris McNeely Jesus Christ: Saved By 
His Life Dec. 8-14

Quitting Christmas Steve Myers
Holidays or Holy Days: 
Does It Matter Which 
Days We Observe?

Dec. 15-21

Three Surprising Facts 
About Angels Darris McNeely

Angels: God’s 
Messengers and Spirit 
Army

Dec. 22-28

The Rapture Versus the 
Bible Steve Myers The Rapture vs. the Bible Dec. 29-Jan. 4, 

2020

Television Airing Schedule

Nov. 28: Thanksgiving

Dec. 20-24: Winter Family Weekend, Cincinnati, Ohio

Dec. 20-24: Northest Winter Family Weekend, Oregon

Dec. 26-Jan. 1: Winter Camp, Wisconsin

Jan. 23-26: Women’s Enrichment  Weekend, Garden Grove, CA

Feb. 14-16: Women’s Enrichment Weekend, Southwest Missouri

Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Milford, Ohio, and at  

additional mailing offices
NEWS OF THE UNITED CHURCH OF GOD, AN INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION • P.O.Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027 (513) 576-9796

calendar of events

Due to a scheduling change for the Challenger West program, the Boundary Waters 
Adventure will be available again in the summer of 2020. This canoeing and camping 
intensive leadership program for young adults takes place in Northern Minnesota, and 
is scheduled for Sunday, July 12 through Sunday July 19, 2020. More information will 
be forthcoming. Feel free to visit uyc.ucg.org or email Frank Dunkle at frank_dunkle@
ucg.org for more information. 

Mark Your Calendar! Boundary Waters 2020

If you are over 70½ years of 
age and have an IRA, you must 
take a required minimum dis-
tribution (RMD) every year. 
These withdrawals are normally 
fully taxable. By using a special 
IRA distribution method called 
a Qualified Charitable Distri-
bution (QCD), you can make 
a charitable gift to the United 
Church of God from your tax-
able IRA distribution.

With the IRS doubling the stan-
dard deduction to $24,000 for cou-
ples ($12,000 for singles), those 
who used to get a deduction for 
their tithes and offerings on their 
tax returns may no longer reach 
this threshold. Therefore, if you 
make a donation to the Church 
(whether tithes or offerings) on 
any of these earnings, unless your 
total itemized deductions are over 
$24,000, there is no tax advantage 
for these donations. Thus, taking 
advantage of this special provi-
sion (QCD) allows you to donate 
directly to the Church from your 
IRA, thus lowering your adjusted 
gross income. 

Using a QCD may also help 
you lower or eliminate your 

Social Security benefit taxation, 
the alternative minimum tax 
or the 3.5% investment surtax. 
And it may keep you from being 
bumped into a higher marginal 
tax bracket. 

For a QCD to count toward 
your current year’s RMD, it must 
be made before the end of the 
calendar year. The funds must 
be distributed directly from the 
IRA account, being made pay-
able to United Church of God, 
an International Association. 

Many of us also have 401(k) 
or 403(b) tax deferred annuities 
(TDAs). These are not eligible for 
a QCD. However, you are allowed 
to move or “rollover” a 401(k) or 
403(b) tax free into an IRA. Then 
you will be qualified to use the 
QCD from that IRA to effective-
ly get a direct tax break from the 
gift to the Church without having 
that withdrawal counted as tax-
able Federal Income. 

For additional information or 
assistance, please contact your 
tax advisor or our Planned Giv-
ing Office at plannedgiving@
ucg.org or (513) 570-2343. UN

QCD Benefits to the Church and You
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