
United Youth Magazine | Spring 2020

PRE-CAMP ISSUEThe



Compass Check is a biblically based magazine for young people of the United Church of God, 
an International Association (UCGIA). Our name, Compass Check, describes youth aged 12-18 
pointing their spiritual compass toward God.

Compass Check is published quarterly by the United Church of God, 555 Technecenter Drive, 
Milford, OH 45150. ©2019, United Church of God, an International Association. Printed 
in U.S.A. All rights reserved. Reproduction in any form without written permission is 
prohibited. All images courtesy Unsplash unless otherwise noted. Camp images used with 
permission.

Publisher: UCGIA | Council of Elders: Scott Ashley, Aaron Dean, Jorge de Campos, Robert Dick, Dan 
Dowd, Len Martin, Darris McNeely, Mario Seiglie, Rainer Salomaa, Randy Stiver, Don Ward 
(chairman), Anthony Wasilkoff

President: Victor Kubik
Media and Communication Services operation manager: Peter Eddington
Editor: Steve Nutzman | Managing editor: Kourtney Kovanis | Assistant editor: Dan Preson
Associate editor: Robert Curry | Content editor: Mitchell Moss
Copy editors: Robert Curry, Nicole Gard, Josh Lamoureux, Nick Lamoureux, Randy Shoemaker
Publications Proofreader: Justin Palm | Proofreaders: Sarah Auguste, Charlie McClure, David Meidinger
Editorial reviewers: Aaron Creech, Bruce Dean, Frank Dunkle, Ken Graham,  Jay Ledbetter, Ben 

Light, Mike Phelps, Rex Sexton
Lead designer: Mitchell Moss | Graphic designer/illustrator: Matthew Hernandez | Masthead 

design: Clint Porter
Writing staff: Members of UCGIA
United Church of God, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A. Phone: (513) 576-9796. 

Fax: (513) 576-9795. Website: ucg.org/members/compass-check. E-mail: compasscheck@ucg.
org. | Unsolicited  materials: Due to staffing limitations, unsolicited materials sent to Compass 
Check will not be critiqued or returned. By their submission authors agree that submitted 
materials become the property of the United Church of God, an International Association, to 
use as it sees fit. This agreement is controlled by California law.  

The goal of Compass Check is to inspire Church youth, ages 12-18, to respond to the gospel 
message.

compass check

contents

United Youth Magazine | Spring 2020
Vol. 5, No. 4

United Youth Magazine
COMPASS CHECK MAGAZINE

 Y
ou

th
 p

oi
nt

in
g 

the
ir s

piritual compass tow
ard G

od

Dear Compass Checkers,

COMPASS  
CORNER

Dear Compass Check 
How Do I Get Meaning Out of Passover If I’m Not Baptized?

4

iHuman 2.0
The Human OS User’s Manual
5

Understanding Prophecy
Part 3: The Davidic Covenant
16

Wouldn’t Trade It for the World

12

Trying Too Hard to Be Noticed

14

Take a Vacation From the World at Summer Camp

10

An upgrade is available

2.0

Look at the next page! Beginning at the top 
left corner, you see our first issue of Compass Check 
in the spring of 2015 and all of the other issues 
since then. You are holding in your hands our 20th 
issue, which is also the five-year anniversary of 
Compass Check magazine. 

Readers, it is our sincere hope that our articles 
over that time have proven to be valuable to you. 
What is found on the cover on the masthead states 
it so well—the purpose of this magazine is “helping 
you turn your spiritual compass toward God.” 

I thank our wonderful God for His blessing 
on this magazine these five years. It is our custom 
as staff, and I remind the staff via an email each 
quarter when CC comes out, to ask God to bless 
you as you read the articles. It is our prayer that 
the articles over the years have inspired you and 
helped you to grow spiritually as a young adult. 

It is now time for me as Editor to pass the 
baton to a new Editor. I have thoroughly enjoyed 
being a part of our wonderful CC staff. Lead 
Designer and Content Editor Mitch Moss and I 
were the only two staff members when this maga-
zine began five years ago. Mitch, thanks for all your 
hard work and for being a friend these past years. 

God grew a staff as time went on. Managing 
Editor Kourtney sent me an email in response 
to my request asking for more help in my duties 
as Managing Editor. Literally, Kourtney was an 
answer to prayer. She did such a great job that 
we made her Managing Editor. Our thanks to 
Matthew Hernandez who is our talented graphics 
designer and illustrator. I will definitely miss work-
ing with Matthew. 

I also wish to thank an old college friend of my 
mine, Robert Curry. Robert is our skilled Associate 
Editor and an important part of this magazine.

My sincere thanks to all the copy editors, the 
review team, the proofreaders, and particularly to 
all the wonderful writers, since without them we 
would have nothing to edit or proofread!

Finally, my personal thanks to the gentleman 
whose idea it was to begin Compass Check in the 
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Steve Nutzman, Compass Check editor, is a 
church pastor in Idaho, Oregon and Utah, 
and is the United Youth Camps national 
coordinator. compasscheck@ucg.org
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fall of 2014, Mr. Roy Holladay. Mr. 
Holladay wanted a magazine written 
expressly for teens, ages 12-18, and his 
vision has proven to be successful and 
carries on five years later. Thank you, 
Mr. Holladay, for the opportunity you 
gave me.

I now pass the baton to a friend of 
mine and a dedicated pastor, Mr. Dan 
Preston, who takes over as Editor of 
Compass Check magazine. Mr. Preston 
and his wife, Kim, and their two teen 
sons, are a part of camp each summer. 
I know Mr. Preston will do an excel-
lent job.

I’ll close by quoting from the book 
of Numbers. This section is often 
called the “Aaronic Blessing.” Please 
read these verses slowly to drink in 
the rich meaning and encouragement 
given to us by our loving God.

“The Lord bless you and keep 
you; the Lord make his face shine 
upon you and be gracious to you; the 
Lord turn his face toward you and 
give you peace” (Numbers 6:24-26, 
New International Version).

I pray this blessing for you as a 
reader of CC magazine. It has been a 
pleasure. See you at camp, at a Feast of 
Tabernacles site or whenever we meet 
again. 

May we all continue to develop a 
personal relationship with our Lord 
God and to keep our spiritual compass 
turned toward Him.
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How do I get meaning out of 
Passover as a person who is not 
baptized and is not old enough 
to even be seriously considering 
baptism?

Dear Compass Check,

Dear CC Reader,
This is a very good question. You have heard 

about the Passover many times in sermons and you 
may have stayed home with a sibling while your 
parents left for the evening Passover service. So 
how can you get meaning out of the Passover as 
someone who is not yet baptized?

The meaning of the Passover is for you and for 
all of humanity. Jesus Christ, the Son of God, gave 
His life for you. God the Father and Jesus Christ 
love you so much that the Father gave up His Son 
and the Son voluntarily gave up His life for our per-
sonal sins. This awesome sacrifice removes our pen-
alty for sinning, allowing us to draw closer to God 
(Romans 3:25-26; 1 Corinthians 5:7; 1 Peter 1:18-21). 
Jesus’ sacrifice is the starting point for salvation and 
the foundation of the annual feast days that follow. 

So the meaning of the Passover could not be 
more personal—“Christ our Passover was sacrificed 
for us” (1 Corinthians 5:7). Pray to God the Father 
and thank Him for what He and His Son have done 
for you. Connect with God through daily prayer. 
This will build your relationship with God which is 
the most important thing any of us can do.

You can also ask your parents to share their 
personal experiences about what the Passover 
means to them and what happens at the Passover 
service. This can lead to some good discussions and 
also help you to understand what occurs on this 
evening.

You mentioned you are not old enough to be 

seriously considering baptism. As you grow into your 
older teens, ask your pastor if you can attend the actual 
Passover service and observe what occurs (without 
partaking in the Passover symbols) in order to under-
stand it more deeply. We understand that partaking of 
the Passover symbols of bread and wine is for baptized 
adults. (For more information, read the free booklet, 
“God’s Holy Day Plan: The Promise of Hope for All 
Mankind.”)

You can also study about the origin of the Passover 
in Exodus 12. Then study about Jesus Christ breaking 
bread and drinking wine at this observance in Luke 22:7-
22. Jesus Christ felt and lived our pain as a human being 
on this earth. Because He understands us, we are able to 
form a stronger relationship and build a deeper connec-
tion with both God the Father and our Savior. 

A younger person can appreciate what love and 
marriage are about well before they are old enough 
to make the commitment of marriage.  Likewise, they 
should be able to learn the meaning and importance of 
Passover, even before being old enough for baptism.

Those who are children of baptized members of 
God’s Church are in a special category, referred to as 
“sanctified” or “holy” (1 Corinthians 7:14). They are being 
called of God and have access to His promises (Acts 
2:39), pending their mature acceptance of His calling, 
repentance and baptism. We are children of God and 
part of His family (1 John 3:2), and the Passover shows 
us these important truths through the annual reminder 
of His love for us and the promise of becoming a part of 
His family for all eternity.  CC Li
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THE HUMAN OS 
User’s Manual

n our last article we discussed the incred-
ible computer inside your body and the 

biomechanical machines within it. We talked 
about information storage that dwarfs manmade 
systems. We also showed you that your body is 
controlled by an advanced operating system that 
makes your typical computer operating system look 
wimpy in comparison.

Now, most of you know that when your phone 
acts weird there are books and videos to help you 
understand why it isn’t working. Well, did you 
know that your body’s operating system (what I’m 
calling Human OS 1.0) comes complete with its 
own user’s manual? Seriously, it does. The manual 
even has a name: it’s called the Holy Bible.

It can be difficult to know right from wrong, 
and even more difficult to choose to do right. 
Especially when making the wrong choice can 
seem like so much fun! I love college football, but I 
do not watch it on the Sabbath because it was my 
Creator who said, “If you turn away your foot from 
the Sabbath, from doing your pleasure on My holy 
day, and call the Sabbath a delight, the holy day 
of the Lord honorable, and shall honor Him, not 
doing your own ways, nor finding your own pleasure, 
nor speaking your own words, then you shall delight 
yourself in the Lord . . .” (Isaiah 58:13-14, emphasis 
mine throughout). 

What should I eat? How should I talk? How 
should I treat my Creator? How should I treat my 

neighbor? How should I deal with criminal behav-
ior? What days of the year are God’s days, and 
which are man’s days?

These questions are all answered in your user’s 
manual. In fact, the manual is so complete that it 
tells of your creation, your purpose in this life and 
your potential for the next. It tells you about the 
bugs in your operating system and how to patch 
them. It tells about your Creator’s story, who and 
what He is and how He came to live among us for a 
short time to show us a better way.

Psalm 19:7 has this to say: “The law of the 
Lord is perfect, refreshing the soul. The statutes of 
the Lord are trustworthy, making wise the sim-
ple” (New International Version). The word perfect 
means having all the required or desirable ele-
ments, or as good as it is possible to be. Something 
that is perfect cannot be improved, either by adding 
to it or taking from it. Deuteronomy 4:2 says, “Do 
not add to what I command you and do not sub-
tract from it, but keep the commands of the Lord 
your God that I give you” (NIV). And for those who 
might say this is an Old Testament principle that 
we can ignore, there is always Revelation 22:18-19.

In both passages we are warned not to mess 
with the instructions God has written in the user’s 
manual. Why? Because the manual is a collection 
of all the instructions we need for our iHuman 
machinery to function properly. And, while we can 
live a complete physical life without the manual’s 

I
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instructions, our spiritual lives need 
the extra help in order to reach our 
true potential, which is to become a 
member of God’s family.

So, if you want to live for some-
thing more than just this physical 
life, you will need some help. You 
will need a manual to assist you in 
optimizing your operating system so 
that you can maximize your poten-
tial. Thankfully, in His wisdom, 
your Creator gave you that manual. 
Consider these verses:

2 Timothy 3:16-17 says, “All 
Scripture is God-breathed and is use-
ful for teaching, rebuking, correct-
ing and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good 
work” (NIV). 

In Matthew, Jesus said, “It is 
written, ‘Man shall not live by bread 

alone, but by every word that pro-
ceeds from the mouth of God’” (4:4).

And Psalm 119:172 says, “My 
tongue shall speak of Your word, 
for all Your commandments are 
righteousness.” 

Those three verses are all con-
nected. They tell us that the manual 
comes directly from the Creator, that 
His instructions are more important 
to iHuman functionality than food, 
and that they are the definition of 
righteousness. In other words, a truly 
righteous person lives his or her life 
according to all of the instructions 
found in the user’s manual.

Here is the hard part: Mankind 
has the ability to design spaceships 
to take him to the moon and back, 
to invent the computer and do other 
amazing things. Yet, during man’s 
nearly 6,000 years on Earth, he has 

proven that he cannot solve his prob-
lems with other people.

Why? Because man’s real prob-
lems are spiritual in nature, and the 
natural man simply cannot solve 
spiritual problems. In producing the 
computer or in flying to the moon, 
he is dealing with physical matter, 
which he can understand because 
of the human spirit within him. 
But he cannot solve problems with 
fellow humans because this involves 
knowledge and understanding of 
spiritual principles, which he cannot 
comprehend without the addition 
of another spiritual element to his 
mind!

Regarding this, your Human OS 
has a key feature that the Creator 
God coded into you. That feature is 
the ability to make your own choices! 
We’ll call this the Free Choice app. 

7



The trouble with Free Choice is that we tend to use it to our 
own destruction. Rather than choosing the path to life as 
defined by the user’s manual, we often choose the path that 
ultimately leads to death.

Thankfully, God can determine whether or not some-
one truly has a heart to seek Him. He will watch to see if you 
are willing to read the manual and let Him have a direct say 
in your life. It will take a lot of effort on your part, an inner 
desire that you may not fully realize. Perhaps it is occurring 
right now. When it does happen, there is a tool that you can 
download to assist your Free Choice app in making better 
decisions, because your operating system qualifies for a free 
upgrade.

HUMAN OS 2.0 HS EDITION
Like it or not, your human operating system is incom-

plete. This is because your creation is being accomplished in 
two phases. The first—the physical phase—began with the 
first man, Adam, while the second—the spiritual phase—
began with the Second Adam, Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 
15:45, New Living Translation). You are here reading this in 
the physical phase, but in order to accomplish the spiritual 
phase you are going to need some help.

You were born able to understand physical things, but 
you need the Spirit of God to enable you to understand 
spiritual things—such as why you are alive. Without having 
God’s Holy Spirit in us to change our thoughts and to give 
us the fruit of God’s Holy Spirit, we cannot overcome this 
shortcoming.

An example of the spiritual element is that the Human 
OS 1.0 emotion apps have taught you that anger, happiness, 
sadness and fear are often at war with each other. Emotions 
are a large part of your operating system and they are, at 
times, difficult to manage. Yet, you make many of life’s 
choices based on them. Some of the choices you make are 
good. You listen to your parents, counselor, boss or friends, 

and sometimes you make sound decisions. But then you 
make a bad decision. Perhaps you cross a boundary you 
should not cross, such as reacting in anger and making an 
enemy out of a friend. The sins of the flesh listed for us in 
Galatians 5:19-21 are all around us, but if we habitually do 
them we will not be in the Kingdom of God! So, we need the 
power of God’s Spirit to avoid them (Romans 8:13).

We are warned twice in God’s Word that on our own—
using our own reasoning—we can make decisions that will 
cost us dearly. “There is a way that seems right to a man, but 
the end is the way of death.” (Proverbs 14:12, 16:25).

Well, here is something you may not know about your 
operating system: It is upgradeable! There is a version 
that you can download straight from the Source across 
the fastest computer network in existence. And, like your 
phone’s operating system, there is a process. This process is 
explained in the user’s manual, in the book of Acts: 

“. . . Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The promise is . . . 
for all whom the Lord our God will call” (Acts 2:38-39, NIV).

The user’s manual is clear. In order to get this free 
upgrade, the first qualification is that God must call you 
to salvation and eternal life. (For more info on this, search 
“how do people truly know if God is calling them” on ucg.
org). Next, you must repent. (Definitions of repentance 
include: a turning with sorrow from a past course of action; 
the changing of one’s mind for the better; regret or contri-
tion; sorrow for sin with self-condemnation; abhorrence of 
past sins; complete turning from sin.) Repentance means to 
make a commitment to turn from the ways you have been 
living so that you can begin to live according to God’s ways. 
And, finally, you must be baptized—a process which sym-
bolizes the need for the old way of life to be “put to death” 
and buried, and where rising from the water symbolizes 
the beginning of a new way of life. Within our analogy of 

Mankind has the ability to design spaceships to take him to the moon and back. 
Yet, during man’s nearly 6,000 years on Earth, he has proven that he cannot 

solve his problems with other people.
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hardware and software, the computer 
must be “rebooted” so that its new 
software (the Holy Spirit) can begin 
to work in your life and to help you 
overcome your operating system’s 
shortcomings.

Your Human OS 1.0 is now ready. 
The new version, Human OS 2.0 HS 
Edition, downloads instantaneously 
through God’s special network. This 
has been happening since the days 
of the apostles, where the laying on 
of hands by a true minister of God 
after baptism has signified the actual 
moment of the receiving of the Holy 
Spirit. In just that single moment 
your operating system is upgraded, 
and you become set apart as a child 
of God. (The practice of laying on 
of hands for the receiving of God’s 
Spirit is mentioned in Acts 8:17; 19:6; 
and 2 Timothy 1:6.) The download 
is so fast that there is no need for a 
progress bar. Your 1.5 GB Human OS 
is upgraded with a brand new set of 
features called God’s Holy Spirit. And, 
like all new software, you must learn 
how to use this upgrade. You must 
learn what has changed, and why. And 
you must use it frequently in order to 
keep it running at peak efficiency.

But, while your new upgrade 
is perfect in and of itself, it does not 
instantly convert you into a perfect 
machine. Your old habits are still 
there. Your emotions still function the 
same way. Your mechanical systems 
still send the same pleasure and pain 
signals back to the central computer. 
What has changed is the set of apps 
you have at your disposal. When 
things are getting difficult and the 
bad habits begin to reemerge, you can 
call directly upon your Designer and 

ask Him for help through the Prayer 
app. And you can think of the Holy 
Spirit as your Helper app, your guide to 
overcoming Human OS 1.0 faults and 
bugs. It is a sophisticated upgrade and 
increases your 1.5 GB OS to a version 
containing an infinite quantity of 
code.

Now your Creator looks upon 
you differently. He says, “But you are 
a chosen people, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation, God’s special possession, 
that you may declare the praises of 
him who called you out of darkness 
into his wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:9, 
NIV). The HS upgrade converts your 
operating system into one that is will-
ing to serve its Creator. Now, instead 
of seeking the praises of the world, 
you will begin to seek the praises of 
God. Your purpose in life will be to live 
according to the last words in Psalm 
19:14: “Let the words of my mouth 
and the meditation of my heart be 
acceptable in Your sight, O Lord, my 
strength and my Redeemer.” 

You will not run faster, you will 
not have laser vision, you will not 
suddenly have the user’s manual mem-
orized. The superpower you will have 
is the knowledge that God is watching 
over you, as He always has, only with 
greater anticipation! You have chosen 
to join His family, and Human OS 2.0 
HS Edition is the tool He designed to 
aid you.

As we saw in part one of this 
series, the amount of data stored 
within your DNA is mind-boggling, 
and your body is already a marvel 
of biomechanical engineering. This 
special HS upgrade is the perfect fit 
for it. Now, your operating system 
has been upgraded with a new set of 

instructions so sophisticated that we 
have no idea how it works. We can 
see molecules, we have photographed 
a single atom, but the Holy Spirit is 
entirely invisible to mankind. And if 
you choose to download it you will 
gain access to a system that knows the 
user’s manual from front to back and 
will help you decode it. You will learn 
of the conditions God has set forth for 
His machines to operate efficiently, 
and you will learn to use them with 
joy in your heart.

Your old operating system will 
begin to take a back seat to its new 
upgrade, and you will reap the benefits 
on the inside. God’s laws will become 
much clearer to you and more of a 
true delight to obey. They will become 
the thing you set out to do every day 
of your life. You will begin to see your-
self and others from God’s point of 
view, and you will better understand 
what He expects from you. 

God is your Creator, and He has 
a magnificent plan in place for you. 
To help you on this path, He has 
made available the amazing Human 
OS 2.0 HS Edition operating system. 
However, even when your software 
has been upgraded, your body is still 
in the mechanical, prototype stage. 
There is one more thing to talk about, 
because there is still one more upgrade 
available to you, and we’ll talk about 
it next time in the final installment of 
iHuman.  CC

Correction
In part one of the series “iHuman,” in the winter issue, the following sentence was included: “Why would He [God] create this incredi-
ble, wonderful machine and then implant it with an operating system that was deliberately flawed?” This statement is incorrect. God 
created Adam and Eve sin-free and with a neutral mind, but with the ability to make choices. Humans are not evil at birth; instead they 
develop, over time, the corrupted nature of humans due to growing up in a world ruled by Satan. We regret the error.

Ken Scherer attends the Boise, Idaho, con-
gregation with his wife Heather and their 
daughter Jessyka. Ken works for MacLife 
and enjoys woodworking, gardening and 
camping with friends and family.

9



TAKE A VACATION FROM THE WORLD

o more studying, no more 
tests. No more gym class or 
complicated mathematical 

formulas. No more book reports or 
science projects. School was out; the 
entire summer lay before me! Now 
the question was: How would I fill my 
summer?

I have fond memories of summers 
as a teen and young adult. My favor-
ite summers were those spent at the 
Church’s youth summer camps. They 
were incredible! Growing up a some-
what shy and reserved kid, summer 
camp afforded me the grand oppor-
tunity to step outside my “comfort 
zone”—in a safe and protected envi-
ronment. No one teased me over the 
two cowlicks on my head, the clothes 
I wore, riding the bus in high school 
or not celebrating Christmas. Instead, 
everyone believed the same way I did 
when it came to Church and religion. 
There was a tremendous atmosphere of 
encouragement, support, togetherness 
and brotherhood.

United Youth Camps places a 
huge emphasis on what we call “The 
Zone.” The Zone defines the environ-
ment of our camps. But it’s more than 
what our staff and campers do and say. 
It extends to how we interact—even 
how we think—during each week of 
our six camps.

Working together, all participants 
strive to create an environment that, 
as much as possible, is a foretaste of 
what the world will be like during the 
Millennium, the coming 1,000-year 
rule of the Kingdom of God on earth 
through Jesus Christ, as described in 
the Bible. In other words, we want to 
have the campers experience something 
fantastically unique—a small picture of 
how things will be when everyone on 

earth is living God’s way of life.
Creating the Zone is no small task. 

Bullying, teasing, excluding others or 
pulling practical jokes, while com-
monplace at school, are not permitted 
at camp. In building this Kingdom of 
God-like experience, we encourage 
teamwork, serving others, camara-
derie, celebrating others’ successes, 
experiencing pure fun and discussing 
God’s way of life. We want our staff and 
campers to truly witness that God’s way 
works.

Think of it as a world away from 
the world! Living in the Zone compels 
awareness of a world to come that is 
far better than the world we live in—a 
world where parents have successful 
marriages, where people are focused 
on helping others and where cheaters 
don’t win. Living in the Zone means 
behaving in ways that promote serving 
and caring genuinely for others.

Society teaches that we can do 
whatever we want. You may be famil-
iar with the bumper sticker that says 
“COEXIST”—where each letter is a 
different religious symbol. While some 
see this as merely encouraging reli-
gious tolerance, the symbols cohering 
together evenly into a word seem to 
imply that all religions are equally valid. 
Such a mentality is inconsistent with 
the world that Jesus Christ will estab-
lish at His return. 

Many in society deem that smok-
ing is okay, that excessive use of alcohol 
is okay and that sex before marriage or 
any form of sexual immorality is okay. 
You won’t find such destructive habits 
in God’s world to come. With the start 
of each camp week, campers define 
the Zone daily by kind and responsible 
personal conduct, looking forward to a 
world that is much different from the 

world we live in.
Wouldn’t you like to live in such a 

world? A world of no hurt, no pain, no 
sorrow. A world filled with compassion, 
friendships, support, encouragement 
and love. What a world that will be!

You can take a vacation from the 
world around you. Decide now to be a 
better person, living the way of life that 
Jesus taught would characterize God’s 
wonderful world to come.

Learn more about your opportu-
nity to grow to be part of that world 
beyond this present, troubled world—
and even beyond the joys of youth 
camp—by reading our free booklet  
Why Were You Born? at UCG.org.  CC

Ed Dowd pastors two congrega-
tions in Oklahoma. In his spare 
time, he enjoys spending quality 

time with his wife and three sons.

SOAKING UP THE WORLD OF

2020 Teen Camp Dates2020 Teen Camp Dates

2020 Preteen Camp Dates2020 Preteen Camp Dates

Cotubic, OH June 21-28
Pinecrest, MO June 28-July 5
Hye Sierra, CA June 28-July 5 
Northwest, OR July 19-26
Camp Woodland, GA July 24-31
Winter Camp, WI Dec. 28-Jan. 3

Camp NaCoMe June 7-10
Camp Colorado June 14-17
Camp Piney Woods June 14-17
Camp Ironwood July 12-15
Camp Ochoco  
     (formerly Northwest) July 12-15
Camp Buckeye July 26-29
Camp Seven Mountains August 9-12

NN
SUMMER CAMPSUMMER CAMP

Boundary Waters 
     Adventure (ages 18-35) July 12-19
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few years ago, there was a TV ad showing 
a young boy coming into the house. His 

mother asked him, “What have you been 
doing today?” The little boy responded, “Oh, trading 
stuff,” as the camera pans down to show his pockets 
bulging with all kinds of trading goods.

I smiled when I first saw that ad because the little 
boy reminded me so much of myself at that age. I was 
always trading things! I’d find something, walk a few 
blocks, and then trade it for something else. My uncle 
told me I should find something of value, and then 
keep trading up until I could trade it for a Cadillac! I 
never did that, but a few years back I saw a story of a 
young man who started with a paper clip and ended 
up with a house—all through a series of trades of 
increasing value.

Most don’t remember a trade of equal value, but 
when something valuable is traded for something 
relatively worthless it is not easily forgotten. History 
records some pretty amazing trades! Manhattan 
Island for a few dollars’ worth of beads and trinkets, 
and Esau’s birthright for a bowl of soup. But we have 

been given a gift from God, and we should realize that 
value is far too precious to ever trade away.

SAD REALITY
In a video shown at the Feast of Tabernacles 

some years back, a young lady being interviewed was 
asked what she thought of her experience at summer 
camp. She emphatically responded, “Oh, I wouldn’t 
trade this for the world!”

That’s an interesting but common expression; 
and one that contains a profound truth. As I heard 
her say those words, I thought back to the hundreds 
of men and women I had known who did trade God’s 
way of life for a life in this world. It wasn’t that they 
disliked the people in the Church, or that they had 
doctrinal disagreements; but the pull of this world 
had drawn them away from the things of God.

About 30 years ago, I gave a sermon to the young 
people of our congregation expounding on this 
subject of Christians departing from the faith. I asked 
them all to pass around a photograph as I spoke. It 
was a photo of all the young people in our church 

A
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area 20 years earlier. I explained that 
only three or four of us from that group 
were still in the Church. What’s even 
more disappointing is that most of 
those young people also left God’s way.

THREE BAD TRADES
Life is filled with trades. We trade 

our time and our talents for wages, and 
then we take that money and trade it 
for various goods and services we need. 
This trading analogy can provide us 
with valuable insight to keep us from 
ever trading what God has given us for 
what Satan offers.

Think about Esau’s trade for a 
bowl of soup (Genesis 25:29-34). This is 
very similar to the trade 
that many make for the 
way of this world. Esau’s 
bad trade wasn’t evident 
to him at the time, but 
look at the vast wealth of 
the Western world and 
see just how physically 
valuable that birthright 
really was (for more on 
that, search “the biblical 
origins of the Arab peo-
ples at ucg.org).

Genesis records two other trades 
where those involved lost even more 
than Esau did.

The first trade is in Genesis 19, 
where Lot’s wife traded her life for one 
last look at this world—disobeying 
God’s clear instruction. While Esau lost 
a valuable birthright, Lot’s wife traded 
away the most valuable thing she had—
her life!

The other trade is in the third 
chapter of Genesis. This is the ultimate 
bad deal because it went far beyond 
material wealth or physical life and 
into the spiritual realm. Adam and Eve 
traded a lifelong walk with God and the 
peace of His way of life for a piece of 
fruit! In reality, what they received was 
the beginning of this present evil world 
we live in.

LESSONS FOR US TODAY
If you are a young person in the 

Church, you stand between those same 
two trees just as much as Adam and Eve 
did, and you will also have to choose.

Satan wants to make the same 
trade with you as he did with your 
ancestors in the Garden of Eden. He 
wants to trade you his way of life (the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil) 
in exchange for God’s way of life (the 
tree of life). That forbidden fruit they 
chose represented Satan’s world—the 
same thing Lot’s wife traded for.

These three stories are extremely 
relevant in our world today. They per-
fectly portray what so many Christians 

have easily and quickly forfeited:
The physical and financial security 

that accompanies a godly birthright, as 
illustrated by Esau.

Physical deliverance out of a 
society when it crumbles and collapses 
upon itself, as illustrated by Lot and his 
wife.

A God-filled life of joy and accom-
plishment, as illustrated by what Adam 
and Eve had within their grasp.

DON’T MAKE THE DEAL!
You can learn a lot by observing 

two people making a trade. Satan is a 
master barterer who cunningly works 
on our minds in ways that are very 
similar to the dynamics of many trades 
today. He first tries to persuade you to 
trade by discounting the value of what 
you presently have within your grasp, 

and then repackaging the things of this 
world so they appear irresistible.

“All this I will give You,” he said, 
“if You will fall down and worship me” 
(Matthew 4:9, NIV). An offer from 
Satan to trade the world for the throne 
of Christ. It’s the same old trade—this 
world, which is ultimately all that Satan 
has to trade. He has nothing else of 
value to offer. He has no truth, love or 
loyalty to give. No faith or forgiveness. 
Nothing positive or pure. Nothing of 
worth that any child of God should 
want. He only has this world to trade, 
because as the “god of this world” (2 
Corinthians 4:4), he has the entire 
world right there in his pocket—just 

like that little boy in the ad.
Opportunities for bad trades are 

going to present themselves many 
times in your life. If you never take 
the things of God to heart, you won’t 
even realize that the only other option 
is a terrible trade. Think of what God 
has offered or maybe already has given 
to you—those precious promises that 
both encompass and transcend this 
present life. And think of the words 
spoken by that teenage girl in the 
Church video.

If I were you, “I wouldn’t trade 
this—for the world.”  CC

Joe Handley is an elder in the Dayton, Ohio, 
congregation and has been in the church for 
more than 50 years. He enjoys studying church 
history in his spare time. 

Satan wants to make the same trade with you as he did 
with your ancestors in the Garden of Eden—his way 

of life (the tree of the knowledge of good and evil) in 
exchange for God’s way of life (the tree of life). 
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TRYING TOO HARD TO BE NOTICED
ometimes we leap forward 
without really considering 
the consequences. This can 

cause problems we might never con-
sider and may even be dangerous.

When I was a teenager, I met a 
boy while staying at a lake cabin with 
my family, and I liked him very much. 
After returning home from the trip, 
we spent a lot of time talking on the 
phone since we did not live close to 
each other. After a while we declared 
ourselves boyfriend and girlfriend. 
The next time we traveled to the cabin 
I brought my best friend with me, and 
the two of them instantly fell for each 
other. Unfortunately, I was upset and 
angry that my friend would do this to 
me. They spent all their time together 
and only occasionally and reluctantly 
included me, which only infuriated me 
more. In my childish thinking, I began 

to scheme of how I could break them 
up and have him run back to me.

I decided that if they saw me 
in a precarious situation, he would 
help me and they would feel horrible 
about what they had done to me and 
everything would return to normal. 
One evening I sat alone on the dock, 
watching the sunset and feeling 
sorry for myself. Then I thought to 
myself, what if I were to swim out 
until I couldn’t swim anymore and 
scream for help? The boy would surely 
come to my rescue. I jumped into the 
water and swam quite a distance out. 
By then I was completely exhausted 
and in real danger. Though I tried 
to scream out, it was difficult, and 
in the end, no one heard me. Even if 
they had, the sun was too far down 
and no one could see me. No one was 
coming to help me; there would be no 

romantic movie scene rescue for me.
I began to panic and attempted to 

swim back, but I was swallowing water 
and flailing in place. I took hold of my 
emotions and prayed fervently for God 
to help me get back to shore. Then I 
began to swim but every stroke was 
laborious. Thankfully I finally made 
it and praised God for allowing me 
to live. I told no one of my stupidity 
and felt embarrassed and ashamed. 
Looking back as an adult, it is obvi-
ous that my plan would never have 
worked. 

I have since learned that I am 
not the only one who has made a 
bad decision to try and get attention. 
Sometimes it is through small things, 
like acting like a class clown to get 
laughs, or more dangerous decisions 
in the desire for attention like mine 
that almost cost me my life.

S
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Here’s what’s important to 
understand. I did not fall into the 
category of someone who was seri-
ously depressed. Nor was I mentally 
challenged in any way other than the 
fact that I was lacking maturity. I also 
never attempted anything like it again. 
Anyone could fall prey to this type 
of bad thinking; what may seem like 
a good idea at the time rarely is. But 
God wants something different for us. 
This type of thinking is self-focused, 
whereas God wants us to express an 
outward focus toward others.

Here are a few things to consider 
if you find yourself wanting to get 
attention in ways that are dangerous 
or extreme:

Talk to others about how you 
feel. You could even use my story if 
you would like. If I had heard a story 
like mine back then, I don’t think I 
would have attempted what I did, 
and instead tried to work through 
my relationship issues some other 
way. Make sure you seek advice from 
adults you trust who are also con-
verted. “Whoever heeds life-giving 
correction will be at home among the 
wise” (Proverbs 15:31, NIV). Do not be 
afraid of being laughed at or ignored. 
Those who have had similar experi-
ences as mine often feel they cannot 
talk to anyone because it seems so 
stupid, or they’re afraid their family 
and friends might not understand. 
But know that others also struggle 
with unruly emotions and the desire 
for attention, so it’s okay to open up.

Pray that God will direct you 
in a way that His will is done and 
not your own. Remember that our 
human thoughts are not God’s (Isaiah 
55:8-9). Take control of your emo-
tions. Understand that our emotions 
often control our actions. Sometimes 
all that’s needed to stop us from mov-
ing forward in a wrong way is to take 
a moment and consider why we are 
thinking about doing certain things. 

Take a time-out before making 
any big decisions. If I had sat down 

and really thought everything out I 
may not have decided to do what I did. 
God gave us a mind that thinks differ-
ently than any animal. We are given 
wisdom, but it often takes some time 
for us to work out the details. God 
gave us the ability to use our minds to 
figure out the right thing to do, and as 
mentioned above, He also guides us 
when we pray to Him.

Sometimes I consider how I 
could have done things differently. 
Maybe if I had just told my friend 
and the boy how I really felt and not 
held it all in. It probably wouldn’t 
have changed anything but at least I 
would have let it out and not felt the 
need to do what I did. I could have 
prayed about it and asked for peace 
of mind. I could have also taken my 
friend aside alone and explained how 
much the boy meant to me and she 
may have listened. I should have just 
enjoyed the time at the cabin. It’s 
often difficult to have a good time 
when you have been hurt, but some-
times the best thing to do is nothing 
at all. This boy was not worth my 
time if he could turn from me so 
quickly. I should have realized that. 
In the end, my self-worth was not 
reliant on someone who really did 
not care about me. 

As an adult I often look back at 
the decisions I have made in my past 
and shudder. What seemed wise to 
me at the time was anything but wise. 
If I had at the time someone to direct 
me I surely would not have made so 
many wrong decisions. Think about 
these points the next time you are 
seeking attention and maybe you can 
make a better choice than I did.  CC

TRYING TOO HARD TO BE NOTICED
Take a time-out before 
making any big deci-
sions. If I had sat down 
and really thought 
everything out I may 
not have decided to 
do what I did.

Lorelei Nettles grew up in the 
Minneapolis, Minnesota area. 
She and her husband Robert 

were both baptized in 1986. They 
have one son, Roger, and they currently live 
in Mesa, Arizona.
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n the last issue we 
began to explore the 
second great theme of 

prophecy: The promises that 
God made to Abraham and 
his descendants. We left the 
chronology of these people 
at about the year 1040 B.C., 
the point where they clam-
ored for a king—a man—to 
rule over them so they could 
be like other nations. After 
about 480 years of living with 
judges in the Promised Land 
that was given to them by the 
God of Abraham, they time 
and time again rejected God’s 
laws and covenant and turned 
to pagan idol worship. The 
final man to serve as judge of 
Israel was Samuel. God told 
him to agree to the demands 
of the people of Israel and let 
them have a king to rule over 
them. God said to Samuel, 
“Heed the voice of the people 
in all that they say to you; for 
they have not rejected you, but 
they have rejected Me, that I 
should not reign over them” (1 
Samuel 8:7). Saul of the tribe 
of Benjamin was chosen as the 
first king of Israel. He reigned 
from his home town of Gibeah 
for 40 years.  

The first years of Saul’s 
reign were successful. He won 
several wars and brought peace 
and prosperity to the land. 
However, Saul became filled 
with pride and stubbornness. 
After he ruled Israel for about 
26 years, God sent Samuel to 
tell Saul that he was rejected 
and would be replaced. Samuel 
told Saul, “For rebellion is 
as the sin of witchcraft, and 
stubbornness is as iniquity 
and idolatry. Because you have 

rejected the word of the Lord, 
He also has rejected you from 
being king” (1 Samuel 15:23).

God told Samuel to anoint 
a new king—one chosen by 
God because he was a man 
after God’s own heart (1 
Samuel 13:14). That man was 
David. He was the youngest 
of eight sons whose father 
was Jesse, a grandson of Boaz 
and Ruth. Samuel found 
him tending sheep outside 
of Bethlehem and, following 
God’s instructions, anointed 
him king of Israel. He did not 
become king right away. David 
would spend about a year in 
Saul’s army, then the next 13 
years hiding and running from 
King Saul who was trying to 
kill him. During those years 
he wrote many of the poetic 
and beautiful prayers in the 
Book of Psalms. Following 
the death of Saul and three of 
his sons in a battle with the 
Philistines, David became king 
and reigned over all the tribes 
of Israel for 40 years.

Now let us continue with 
one of the most fascinating 
stories ever told . . . 

THE DAVIDIC COVENANT
King David fought several 

wars and made some serious 
mistakes but, overall, was a 
good ruler and righteous king. 
God made a covenant—a sol-
emn promise—with David like 
the one made with Abraham. 
God made it unconditional 
and unbreakable. David 
wanted to build a temple for 
God in Jerusalem, but God did 
not let him. The temple was 
to be built by the next king of 
Israel, his son Solomon. David 
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asked God about building a temple in Jerusalem. 
Almighty God gave David a reply through the prophet 
Nathan: “When your days are fulfilled and you rest 
with your fathers, I will set up your seed after you, 
who will come from your body, and I will establish his 
[Solomon’s] kingdom. He shall build a house for My 
name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom 
forever” (2 Samuel 7:12-13).

Notice that the throne of David was to be estab-
lished forever! It was not conditional. What if Solomon 
or some other king on that throne were to sin terri-
bly? God’s answer is given: “I will be his Father, and he 
shall be My son. If he commits iniquity, I will chasten 
him with the rod of men and with the blows of the 
sons of men. But My mercy shall not depart from 
him, as I took it from Saul, whom I removed from 
before you. And your house and your kingdom shall 
be established forever before you. Your throne shall be 
established forever” (verses 14-16).

Not only was that throne established forever, it 
was to exist continuously through all generations! 
Psalm 89 reminds us of this promise: “I have made a 
covenant with My chosen, I have sworn to My servant 
David: ‘Your seed I will establish forever, and build up 
your throne to all generations’” (Psalm 89:3-4). 

God even says that the covenant with David is U
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as permanent as the sun and moon 
in the sky! “My covenant I will not 
break, nor alter the word that has 
gone out of My lips. Once I have 
sworn by My holiness; I will not lie to 
David: His seed shall endure forever, 
and his throne as the sun before 
Me; it shall be established forever 
like the moon, even like the faithful 
witness in the sky” (Psalm 89:34-37). 
Think of that next time you see the 
moon at night!

After the death of Solomon, the 
nation of Israel split into two separate 
nations, Israel and Judah. Just before 
the nation of Judah was conquered 
by Babylon and taken into captivity, 
God’s prophet Jeremiah reminded 
them of God’s promise of a permanent 
throne. “For thus says the LORD: 
‘David shall never lack a man to sit 
on the throne of the house of Israel . 
. . Thus says the Lord: ‘If you can 
break My covenant with the day and 
My covenant with the night, so that 
there will not be day and night in their 
season, then My covenant may also be 
broken with David My servant, so that 
he shall not have a son to reign on his 
throne” (Jeremiah 33:17, 20-21).

When Jesus Christ returns to 
rule this Earth, He will rule from 
an existing throne—the Throne of 
David! The angel Gabriel told Mary, 
“He will be great, and will be called 
the Son of the Highest; and the Lord 
God will give Him the throne of His 
father David. And He will reign over 
the house of Jacob forever, and of His 

kingdom there will be no end” (Luke 
1:32-33). What an incredible thing to 
hear! When Jesus returns to Earth, 
the throne of David and the people of 
Israel will be here waiting for him. He 
will rule over all 12 tribes and indeed 
the entire world. The promise given 
to Abraham carried down through 
Judah and David will be fulfilled!

Where is that throne today? It 
is not hiding somewhere. In fact, it 
is the throne of the British Empire, 
currently held by Queen Elizabeth 
II, the longest reigning monarch 
in the history of the throne. Many 
historical records in Ireland, England 
and Scotland provide details of the 
rich history of the migration of the 
people of Israel to those lands. For 
more information on this subject, see 
our Ebooklet, The Throne of Britain 
available at UCG.org.

ISRAEL AND JUDAH DIVIDED 
AND TAKEN INTO CAPTIVITY 

God’s plan for the tribes of Israel 
was for them to be an example to 
other nations (Exodus 19:6). Other 
nations would see God’s blessings 
and want to follow the same laws and 
worship the same God. The united 
kingdom lived up to this role for 
about 20 years during the reign of 
Solomon but, for the most part, the 
history of Israel and Judah is one of 
repeated idolatry and disobedience.  

After the death of Solomon 
in about 931 B.C., the nation was 
divided into two parts. 1 Kings 12 
records that 10 tribes of Israel broke 
off under a king named Jeroboam. 
Samaria became their capital city, and 
they were known as “Israel” or “The 
Northern Ten Tribes.” The people 
of Judah and Benjamin remained in 
the Southern area ruled by a king 

named Rehoboam and became 
known as “Judah,” “The Jews,” or 
“The Southern Two Tribes.” After 
that they remained two separate and 
distinct nations. In fact, the first time 
the term “Jews” is used in the Bible 
is in 2 Kings 16:6 and says that Israel 
was at war with the Jews (King James 
Version)!   

Unfortunately, King Jeroboam 
set up two golden calves, introduc-
ing idol worship for the Northern 
Ten Tribes of Israel. He changed 
the observance of God’s Feast of 
Tabernacles to the 15th day of the 
eighth month “. . . in the month 
which he had devised in his own 
heart” (1 Kings 12:33) instead of 
the 15th day of the seventh month 
(Leviticus 23:34). (Also see Ezekiel 
20:10-24 to read about how Israel 
“greatly defiled” God’s Sabbaths.) 
After 213 years under 19 evil kings, 
God allowed them to be conquered 
by Assyria and taken into captivity 
in another land. The history of Israel 
records, “Therefore the LORD was 
very angry with Israel, and removed 
them from His sight; there was none 
left but the tribe of Judah alone” (2 
Kings 17:18). Israel became known 
as “The Lost Ten Tribes” since they 
did not return to the land of Canaan. 
They were taken to an area near the 
Caspian Sea in Southern Europe. In 
later centuries they migrated to the 
northwestern parts of Europe.

Today, when most people think 
of Israel, they think of the small 
nation in the Middle East and the 
Jewish people descended from there. 
This is only partially correct. To do 
so does not account for the Northern 
Ten Tribes of Israel that split off and 
went to the region of Samaria under 
Jeroboam. The descendants from 

THE THRONE OF DAVID 
WAS TO BE ESTABLISHED 
FOREVER! IT WAS NOT 
CONDITIONAL.
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that group of Israel are still alive in 
abundant numbers, but have lost the 
knowledge of their ancestry.

The division of the kingdom 
separated the scepter promise from 
the birthright promise. Judah retained 
the scepter and the throne of David. 
Later, when Judah was toppled by the 
Babylonians, the throne was trans-
ferred to Israel in a distant land. The 
tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh, the 
direct descendants of Joseph, dom-
inated the northern kingdom and 
retained the birthright.

DELAYED FULFILLMENT 
BECAUSE OF DISOBEDIENCE

In Leviticus 26 we find God’s 
solemn warning to all Israel. If they 
would worship Him alone, keep his 
Sabbaths and walk in his laws and 
commandments, they would inherit 
the material promises to Abraham. 
They would become rich, great and 
powerful—the dominant nation of 
all the earth. But if they refused and 
rebelled, they were to be punished 
seven times for their sins (Leviticus 
26:24), which by prophetic counting 
equals 2,520 years. While in captivity 
they would be punished but not for-
gotten. God said plainly that He would 
not forget the covenant He made with 
them. “Yet for all that, when they are 
in the land of their enemies, I will 
not cast them away, nor shall I abhor 
them, to utterly destroy them and 
break My covenant with them; for I 
am the LORD their God. But for their 
sake I will remember the covenant of 
their ancestors . . .” (verses 44-45).

The birthright promises to the 
sons of Joseph are permanent, but 
the fulfillment of them was delayed 
for 2,520 years. In the year A.D. 1800, 
2,520 years after the 10 tribes were 

taken captive by Assyria (721 B.C.), 
those promises came to life! The 
island nation of Britain, primarily 
inhabited by the descendants of 
Ephraim, expanded the British Empire 
to control nearly one fourth of the 
earth. The United States, inheriting 
the promise to Manasseh, rapidly 
expanded across North America and 
grew from a small backward group of 
colonies to become a world industrial 
power in a matter of three genera-
tions! The British Empire and the 
United States came to control a large 
percentage of all the wealth in the 
world.

Fulfilling their destiny to be “a 
blessing to all nations,” the power of 
these nations saved the world from 
the despotic tyranny of Nazism and 
Communism in the 20th century. The 
prosperity and creativity of the past 
two centuries—and a quality of life 
never before experienced—was made 
possible by the birthright blessings 
promised to Joseph being fulfilled 
right before our eyes!

LESSONS YET TO BE LEARNED
Sadly, the people of Israel—not 

just the nation of Israel (Judah)—are 
once again rejecting God. The nations 
of modern Israel—Northwestern 
Europe, Britain, Australia, New 
Zealand, Canada and America—are 
in a state of rapid moral decay. After 
God gave us wealth beyond measure 
and complete victory over those who 
wanted to murder or enslave us, we as 
nations have turned away from God’s 
laws. Our lawmakers have legalized 
the killing of unborn children and 
promoted immorality in all forms. 
Jesus predicted that the time just prior 
to His return would be like the time of 
Noah—where every thought of man 

was evil (Luke 17:26; Genesis 6:5). Our 
society is not far from that point.

God will once again punish the 
people of Israel for disobedience and 
national sins. Jeremiah spoke of this 
coming time of suffering. “Alas! For 
that day is great, so that none is like 
it; and it is the time of Jacob’s trou-
ble, but he shall be saved out of it” 
(Jeremiah 30:7). This time of trouble 
for the sons of Jacob, also referred to 
as a time of “great tribulation,” will be 
severe but only last a short time. 

The wonderful news is that after 
Jesus Christ returns to this Earth, He 
will gather all Israel and Judah back 
to their promised land, and they will 
learn to obey Him and become the 
example nation for all the world that 
God intended them to be!

Isaiah 11:11-12 tells us, “It shall 
come to pass in that day that the Lord 
shall set His hand again the second 
time to recover the remnant of His 
people who are left, from Assyria and 
Egypt, from Pathros and Cush, from 
Elam and Shinar, from Hamath and 
the islands of the sea. He will set up a 
banner [an example] for the nations, 
and will assemble the outcasts of 
Israel, and gather together the dis-
persed of Judah from the four corners 
of the earth.” 

Next issue we will learn about the  
third major theme of Bible proph-
ecy—what God has planned for every 
individual!  

To learn more about the evidence 
and history from the Bible, see our 
booklet The United States and Britain 
in Bible Prophecy.  CC

Rex Sexton is a church pastor 
in Portland, Oregon, and 
Northwest Camp director.
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