
Deuteronomy 17-19
Bible Study



Review

Chapter 16--Annual festivals reviewed as part of the covenant (Summary)

�Passover

�Feast of weeks

�Feast of Tabernacles

�Three ‘times’ in a year to assemble...and not appear before the Lord empty handed

Chapter 13—Dangers of idolatry and pagan worship

�Danger of false prophets or religious leaders

�Danger of influence from friends or family towards pagan worship

�Danger of influence from leaders of a community towards pagan worship

Chapter 14--Laws of holiness 

�Clean and unclean meats (Lev. 11)

�Second tithe—used for the Feast

�Third tithe

Chapter 15--Sabbatical years of release

�Release of debts

�Care for the needy

�Release of servants



Chapter 16: 18-22

[Fits with chapter 17]

18 "You shall appoint judges and officers in all your gates, which the LORD your God gives you, according to your tribes, and 

they shall judge the people with just judgment. (Heb. mispat sedeq)—occurs only here

19 You shall not pervert justice; you shall not show partiality, nor take a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and 

twists the words of the righteous. 

20 You shall follow what is altogether just, that you may live and inherit the land which the LORD your God is giving you.

(NIV App. Com.) “Moses follows up the declaration of principle in verse 20 with warnings of three specific dangers that 

violate the principle of righteousness, only righteousness.”

Ch. 16: 18-20  The fundamental moral requirements of judges and officials

16: 18—17:20   Matters of justice: judges, kings and the courts

“righteousness, only righteousness” (NIV App. Com.)

“altogether just” (Heb. lit.= ‘just’, ‘just’) i.e. ‘perfectly just’

(Companion)



21 "You shall not plant for yourself any tree, as a wooden image, near the altar which you build for yourself to the LORD your 

God. 
22 You shall not set up a sacred pillar, which the LORD your God hates.

v. 21-22 (BKC) “The first responsibility of the judges was to prevent impure worship practices in the land. Anything that 

might lead to syncretism (blending pagan worship with worshipping God) was prohibited. “

16: 21—17:7 Worshipping other gods

v. 21 “any tree, as a wooden image” (KJV) “Thou shalt not plant thee a grove of any trees near the altar of the LORD thy God...”

‘grove’ (Heb.) asherah “the Hebrew may be translated literally: ‘an asherah any tree’ (NICOT)

Deuteronomy 12:1-4 
1 "These are the statutes and judgments which you shall be careful to observe in the land which the LORD God of your 

fathers is giving you to possess, all the days that you live on the earth. 
2 You shall utterly destroy all the places where the nations which you shall dispossess served their gods, on the high 

mountains and on the hills and under every green tree. 
3 And you shall destroy their altars, break their sacred pillars, and burn their wooden images with fire; you shall cut down 

the carved images of their gods and destroy their names from that place. 
4 You shall not worship the LORD your God with such things.

v. 22 “sacred pillar” (NIV App. Com.) “The association of pillars with asherim in 7:5 and 12: 3 suggests this is a stone erected to 

symbolize Baal, who represents the male principle in the fertility religion.”



1 "You shall not sacrifice to the LORD your God a bull or sheep which has any blemish or defect, for that is an abomination to 

the LORD your God. 

Chapter 17 Continuation of matters of justice: judges, kings and courts

(BKC) “To take a defective sacrifice to the Lord was to bring something into the sanctuary that was foreign to the worship 

of God, just as Asherah poles and sacred stones were foreign to genuine worship.

(BKC) “The priests were normally responsible to maintain pure worship at the sanctuary, but the ultimate 

responsibility rested with the judges. If the priests failed, it was necessary for the judges to intervene.”

1st responsibility of judges—prevent impure worship 

Ch. 16: 21-22 

21You shall not plant for yourself any tree, as a wooden image, near the altar which you build for yourself to the LORD your 

God. 
22 You shall not set up a sacred pillar, which the LORD your God hates. 



2 "If there is found among you, within any of your gates which the LORD your God gives you, a man or a woman who has been 

wicked in the sight of the LORD your God, in transgressing His covenant, 
3 who has gone and served other gods and worshiped them, either the sun or moon or any of the host of heaven, which I have 

not commanded, 
4 and it is told you, and you hear of it, then you shall inquire diligently. And if it is indeed true and certain that such an 

abomination has been committed in Israel, 
5 then you shall bring out to your gates that man or woman who has committed that wicked thing, and shall stone to death that 

man or woman with stones. 

v. 2-7    2nd responsibility of judges—false worshippers to be executed

(BKC) “One who worshipped other gods deserved capital punishment because his act threatened the nation’s very 

existence. 

The execution could take place only after it had been proved by a thorough investigation. To ensure against a capricious 

execution two or three independent witnesses were required.  

v. 2 “transgressing His covenant”

(NSB) “The Hebrew word for transgressing is used elsewhere to indicate the crossing of a border or stream. Here the 

word is used to indicate ‘crossing over’ the boundaries that God had set for his people. Someone who served other gods 

had crossed over the boundary set by the first commandment.”



6 Whoever is deserving of death shall be put to death on the testimony of two or three witnesses; he shall not be put to death 

on the testimony of one witness. 

7 The hands of the witnesses shall be the first against him to put him to death, and afterward the hands of all the people. So you

shall put away the evil from among you. 

One witness would not suffice, because if he lied no one would be able to disprove it

(NSB) “An investigation ‘inquire diligently’ [v.4], rather than gossip, determined the truth of any report of idolatry. 

The guilty was condemned to death only after guilt was established by two or three witnesses.

Matthew 18:16 
16 But if he will not hear, take with you one or two more, that 'by the mouth of two or three witnesses every word may 

be established.'

Hebrews 10:28 (NKJV) 
28 Anyone who has rejected Moses' law dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 



8 "If a matter arises which is too hard for you to judge, between degrees of guilt for bloodshed, between one judgment or 

another, or between one punishment or another, matters of controversy within your gates, then you shall arise and go up to the 

place which the LORD your God chooses. 

9 And you shall come to the priests, the Levites, and to the judge there in those days, and inquire of them; they shall pronounce 

upon you the sentence of judgment.

v. 9 A high court was set up, a court of referral for difficult cases, and to be located at the central place of worship...the 

priests and a judge were to consult and teach the law regarding all difficult decisions 

v. 9 “the priests, the Levites” [KJV] “the priests the Levites”

(Companion) “First occurrence of this expression. Occurs five times in Deuteronomy.”

(The Pentateuch, Thomas) “means the priests who were of the tribe of Levi”

v. 8—13  Judicial administration in Israel



10 You shall do according to the sentence which they pronounce upon you in that place which the LORD chooses. And you 

shall be careful to do according to all that they order you. 
11 According to the sentence of the law in which they instruct you, according to the judgment which they tell you, you shall 

do; you shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left from the sentence which they pronounce upon you. 

12 Now the man who acts presumptuously and will not heed the priest who stands to minister there before the LORD 

your God, or the judge, that man shall die. So you shall put away the evil from Israel. 

13 And all the people shall hear and fear, and no longer act presumptuously. 

Deuteronomy 13: 11

“So all Israel shall hear and fear, and not again do such wickedness as this among you”

(Und. Bible Com. Series) “The authority of this court is final, and its decisions to be meticulously carried out [v.10]

under threat of death for contempt of court, which is really contempt for God himself [v. 12]”



14 "When you come to the land which the LORD your God is giving you, and possess it and dwell in it, and say, 'I will set a king 

over me like all the nations that are around me,' 
15 you shall surely set a king over you whom the LORD your God chooses; one from among your brethren you shall set as king 

over you; you may not set a foreigner over you, who is not your brother.

16 But he shall not multiply horses for himself, nor cause the people to return to Egypt to multiply horses, for the LORD has said 

to you, 'You shall not return that way again.' 
17 Neither shall he multiply wives for himself, lest his heart turn away; nor shall he greatly multiply silver and gold for himself. 

v. 14 “and say”-- [KJV] “and shalt say” (future)

� (I Sam. 8:5) “Now make us a king to judge us like all the nations”

v. 14—20 The king in Israel

God knew that Israel would eventually ask for a king—but Israel’s future king was not to be like the other rulers in the world

(v. 16-17)  Regulations God set:

�Not to depend on military power

�Not to entangle in political alliances that would turn his people to paganism [multiply wives]

�Not to depend upon riches



18 "Also it shall be, when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write for himself a copy of this law in a book, from

the one before the priests, the Levites. 

19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the LORD his God and be careful 

to observe all the words of this law and these statutes, 
20 that his heart may not be lifted above his brethren, that he may not turn aside from the commandment to the right hand or 

to the left, and that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he and his children in the midst of Israel. 

(NSB) “the true king of Israel would be bound to God’s instructions. He would not be a tyrant, but a king who ruled in 

accordance with God’s revealed will”

Israel’s king—to read and govern according to God’s law



Chapter 18

1 "The priests, the Levites--all the tribe of Levi--shall have no part nor inheritance with Israel; they shall eat the offerings of 

the LORD made by fire, and His portion. 
2 Therefore they shall have no inheritance among their brethren; the LORD is their inheritance, as He said to them. 

3 "And this shall be the priest's due from the people, from those who offer a sacrifice, whether it is bull or sheep: they shall 

give to the priest the shoulder, the cheeks, and the stomach. 
4 The firstfruits of your grain and your new wine and your oil, and the first of the fleece of your sheep, you shall give him. 

5 For the LORD your God has chosen him out of all your tribes to stand to minister in the name of the LORD, him and his sons 

forever. 

Leaders in Israel—priests and prophets

v. 2 “The Lord is their inheritance”

(Und. Bible Com. Series) “Because they were supported by what was actually given to the Lord, the expression is 

frequently used that the Lord is their inheritance.”

Even though they did not have land inheritance—they did have inheritance--their portion of the sacrifices, tithes of 

the harvests, flocks and herds in accordance with the faithfulness of Israel 

v. 5 Stresses to treat the Levites with generosity because of their status and tasks to perform



6 "So if a Levite comes from any of your gates, from where he dwells among all Israel, and comes with all the desire of his mind 

to the place which the LORD chooses, 
7 then he may serve in the name of the LORD his God as all his brethren the Levites do, who stand there before the LORD. 

8 They shall have equal portions to eat, besides what comes from the sale of his inheritance. 

Levites were to be scattered throughout all Israel—if a Levite chose to leave the city where he lived and moved to the 

central sanctuary [when established], then he was to receive the same share and the same benefits as those Levites 

that were already there

�Equal rights of the food benefits of the sanctuary for all Levites

v. 8 (NIV) “He is to share equally in their benefits, even though he has received money from the sale of family 

possessions”



9 "When you come into the land which the LORD your God is giving you, you shall not learn to follow the abominations of those 

nations. 
10 There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire, or one who practices 

witchcraft, or a soothsayer, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, 
11 or one who conjures spells, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead. 

12 For all who do these things are an abomination to the LORD, and because of these abominations the LORD your God drives 

them out from before you. 

13 You shall be blameless before the LORD your God. 
14 For these nations which you will dispossess listened to soothsayers and diviners; but as for you, the LORD your God has not 

appointed such for you. 

v. 9-22   The prophet

To prepare for the section on the role of the prophet in Israel, mention is made here of all of the pagan practices of the 

Canaanites—the ways that they looked for the answers to the mysteries of life and the future

They are called: “the abominations of those nations” [v.9 last part] 



15 "The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from your brethren. Him you shall hear, 
16 according to all you desired of the LORD your God in Horeb in the day of the assembly, saying, 'Let me not hear again the 

voice of the LORD my God, nor let me see this great fire anymore, lest I die.' 

17 And the LORD said to me: 'What they have spoken is good. 
18 I will raise up for them a Prophet like you from among their brethren, and will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak 

to them all that I command Him. 
19 And it shall be that whoever will not hear My words, which He speaks in My name, I will require it of him. 

v. 15 In contrast to the pagan priests and soothsayers, Moses gives a prophecy that God would in the future raise up a 

prophet like himself—referring to the coming of Jesus Christ

Four important points of the prophet from this section:

1) God’s initiative: “God will raise up” [v.15]

2) He will follow God’s model: “a prophet like me” [v.15]

3) He will speak God’s message: “will put my words in his mouth” [v.18]

4) He will have God’s authority: “he speaks in My name: [v. 19]

v.15-19 God’s qualifications for a prophet—and a prophecy [v.15]

Acts 3:22  
22 For Moses truly said to the fathers, 'The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your brethren. Him 

you shall hear in all things, whatever He says to you.



20 But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in My name, which I have not commanded him to speak, or who speaks in 

the name of other gods, that prophet shall die.’

21 And if you say in your heart, 'How shall we know the word which the LORD has not spoken?'--
22 when a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing does not happen or come to pass, that is the thing which the 

LORD has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him. 

v.22 “if the thing does not happen or come to pass” (fulfillment)—the clue or determination whether he is a prophet of 

God or not

v. 20 Two kinds of falsehoods:

1) One who claimed to speak in God’s name, but his words were his own, not God’s

2) One who speaks in the name of other gods



Chapter 19

1 "When the LORD your God has cut off the nations whose land the LORD your God is giving you, and you dispossess them 

and dwell in their cities and in their houses, 
2 you shall separate three cities for yourself in the midst of your land which the LORD your God is giving you to possess. 

3 You shall prepare roads for yourself, and divide into three parts the territory of your land which the LORD your God is giving 

you to inherit, that any manslayer may flee there. 

Cities of refuge in the land—guidance regarding the manslayer

v. 1-3 This section deals with establishing three cities of refuge once established in the land, for the manslayer (one who 

killed another person accidentally), to flee to, to be tried fairly

�Three cities east of Jordan had already been established and named (Ch. 4: 44-43), now the other three west of Jordan 

are provided for



Three cities of refuge had already been established and named 

east of the Jordan River (Ch. 4:41-43)

�Golan; Ramoth-gilead; Bezer

Now three cities west of the Jordan are provided for, but not 

named yet



4 "And this is the case of the manslayer who flees there, that he may live: Whoever kills his neighbor unintentionally, not having 

hated him in time past--
5 as when a man goes to the woods with his neighbor to cut timber, and his hand swings a stroke with the ax to cut down the 

tree, and the head slips from the handle and strikes his neighbor so that he dies--he shall flee to one of these cities and live; 

6 lest the avenger of blood, while his anger is hot, pursue the manslayer and overtake him, because the way is long, and kill him,

though he was not deserving of death, since he had not hated the victim in time past. 

v. 6 “the avenger of blood” [existing ancient customs]

(Tyndale) “When a man was killed, it was the duty of his nearest male relative, the avenger of blood, to kill the man 

responsible.”

“a manslayer” (Heb. rasah)= kill, slay, murder

(Theol. Wordbook OT) “rasah applies equally to both cases of premeditated murder and killings as a result of any other 

circumstances, what the English common law has called, ‘man slaughter’. The root also describes killing for revenge 

[Num. 35: 27, 30], and assassination [II Kings 6:32]”

The manslayer here is one who kills ‘unintentionally’ with no record of hate in the past toward the victim— “he shall 

flee to one of these cities and live” [v. 5 last part]



7 Therefore I command you, saying, 'You shall separate three cities for yourself.' 
8 Now if the LORD your God enlarges your territory, as He swore to your fathers, and gives you the land which He promised to 

give to your fathers, 
9 and if you keep all these commandments and do them, which I command you today, to love the LORD your God and to walk 

always in His ways, then you shall add three more cities for yourself besides these three, 
10 lest innocent blood be shed in the midst of your land which the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance, and thus guilt 

of bloodshed be upon you. 

v. 8-9 “you shall add three more cities for yourself besides these three”

(God Spake by Moses, Allis) “Verse nine provides further for the increase of the number of cities from six to nine. There is 

no record that this increase was ever made.”

v. 10—the reason for the added cities: ‘lest innocent blood be shed in the land’

�The wrongful killing of an accused murderer would defile the land



11 "But if anyone hates his neighbor, lies in wait for him, rises against him and strikes him mortally, so that he dies, and he flees 

to one of these cities, 
12 then the elders of his city shall send and bring him from there, and deliver him over to the hand of the avenger of blood, that 

he may die. 
13 Your eye shall not pity him, but you shall put away the guilt of innocent blood from Israel, that it may go well with you. 

If the manslayer hated the victim in the past or intentionally struck him with an instrument causing his death—he is 

delivered to the avenger of blood for execution

(Tyndale) “These verses clearly teach that there was to be no abuse of this right of asylum. The person who 

commits premeditated homicide might flee to one of these cities, but the elders of his own city could 

extradite him and hand him over to the avenger of blood.

However, before he could be convicted, at least two or three witnesses had to come forward.”



14 "You shall not remove your neighbor's landmark, which the men of old have set, in your inheritance which you will inherit in 

the land that the LORD your God is giving you to possess. 

v. 14 “landmark”—stones that marked the boundaries of property

The ‘landmark’ would determine each Israelite’s inheritance in the land—to remove it was a serious offense

v. 15 There must be more than one witness for an outright conviction

Also appears in Numbers 35: 30 in association with the cities of refuge as it does here

15 "One witness shall not rise against a man concerning any iniquity or any sin that he commits; by the mouth of two or three 

witnesses the matter shall be established. 

v. 15  Just judgment--witnesses



16 If a false witness rises against any man to testify against him of wrongdoing, 
17 then both men in the controversy shall stand before the LORD, before the priests and the judges who serve in those days.

18 And the judges shall make careful inquiry, and indeed, if the witness is a false witness, who has testified falsely against his 

brother, 
19 then you shall do to him as he thought to have done to his brother; so you shall put away the evil from among you. 

20 And those who remain shall hear and fear, and hereafter they shall not again commit such evil among you. 

21 Your eye shall not pity: life shall be for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot. 

Warning against testifying as a false witness

v. 17 “stand before the Lord, the priests and the judges”—at the main sanctuary

�A matter of testimony is based upon justice, and the punishment based on justice as well

v. 21 “eye for eye, tooth for tooth”—punishment to fit the intended harm

�The purpose of the severe penalty was to serve as a deterrent to others against committing any similar crimes



Lessons

The kings of Israel had a commanded responsibility to read and meditate upon God’s law

�We as future teachers, kings and rulers have an even greater responsibility to do the same

“eye for eye, tooth for tooth”

The New Testament teaches that we as Christians are not to kill or harm anyone (Romans 13:9-10) or seek vengeance 

on another (Mat. 5: 38-39)

God warned against impure worship practices:

�Using pagan symbols in worshipping Him


