
Winter camp 2020 was an 
absolute success! God showered 
us with blessings all week as we 
constantly saw prayers being an-
swered. The week started with 
mild outdoor temperatures and 
no snow, allowing everyone to 
arrive on site safely. Then the 
weather turned into a wonderful 
winter scene with an eight inch 
snowfall on Tuesday. This al-
lowed for snow tubing. A snow-
storm later contributed fresh 

snow all week. We kept all of our 
traditional winter camp activities 
including Bible class, broomball, 
dance, basketball, volleyball, es-
cape room, field sports, arts & 
crafts and offsite snowboarding 
for the oldest dorms. 

The arts & crafts staff provided 
an excellent class where the camp-
ers designed notebook covers 
using watercolor paints, so ev-
eryone would have a handmade 
Sabbath notebook with the camp 
theme for notetaking. The theme 
this year, Remember Your Cre-

ator, was taken from Ecclesiastes 
12:1, with an emphasis on now 
being the time for youth to focus 
on God. This was incorporated 
into daily Christian Living and 
Compass Check sessions, as well 
as throughout the day by the ac-
tivity staff and dorm discussions. 
The sermon on the Sabbath titled, 
“You Are Called to be a Godly 
Leader Now” wrapped up the 
weekly focus.

The nursing staff comment-
ed that they had to find things 
to do to keep busy without the 

need to attend to sick campers 
or staff. This was a blessing from 
God, as we didn’t have any sick-
ness or even the slightest signs of 
colds, which is unusual for win-
ter camp. With the lack of sick-
ness, the campers and staff were 
able to fully enjoy the fun Zone 
environment with great discus-
sions. Staff commented on the 
great attitudes and engagement 
from the campers. It was a won-
derful opportunity to meet to-
gether face to face amidst such 
challenging times to develop 

friendships and fellowship. The 
phrase “best camp ever” was 
overhead numerous times from 
campers and staff. 

We are thankful for every-
one’s prayers before and during 
camp. We credit God for the 
abundance of blessings and suc-
cess all week. The connections 
and interactions we experienced 
were deeply needed after such 
challenging times, and we thank 
God for providing a wonderful 
opportunity for everyone who 
attended. UN 

The United Church of God 
is delighted to report that its Be-
yond Today television program, 
“Beware the Mark of the Beast,” 
which aired Dec. 27, 2020, 
through Jan. 2, 2021, has eclipsed 
the recently reported record high 
response. In acquiring 2,728 lit-
erature requests, this program 
(hosted by Gary Petty), surpassed 
by 523 the results generated by 
the previous top-responding 

program, “Are the United States 
and Britain in the Bible?” which 
aired on NewsMax TV during 
the week of Nov. 8-14, 2020. 

Besides obtaining the high-
est-ever viewer response, the 
“Beware the Mark of the Beast” 
program produced the lowest 
cost-per response for any Be-
yond Today television program 
since telecasting began on com-
mercial television in July 2010.

On behalf of the hard-work-
ing employees of Media and 
Communications Services, I 

want to thank you deeply for 
your prayers for God’s blessings 
on the Church’s ongoing efforts 
to reach people throughout the 
world with the vitally important 
gospel message.   

• Beyond Today airs in the 
United States on NewsMax TV 
Sundays at 9 a.m., ET, 8 a.m. CT, 
7 a.m. MT and 6 a.m. PT. 

• Beyond Today also airs on 
television in Australia, New Zea-
land, Canada and South Africa 
and can be heard on radio in 
Zambia. UN
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Local Church Updates2

Worcester, Massachusetts—
And they’re off! Click-clank-
crash! were the sounds heard as  
homemade cars sped down the 
racetrack. The 5th annual New 
England Pinewood Derby took 
place on Sunday, Dec. 27, 2020. 
As we know, 2020 was the year of 
doing things differently. Instead 
of canceling this annual event 
due to gathering restrictions, 
the race organizers decided to 
take the New England Pinewood 
Derby online, with invitations 
extended to other congregations 
to join in the fun. This way the 
joy of the annual event could be 
shared with anyone who wanted 
to participate. 

People of all ages built their 
model cars and shipped them 
to New England to be raced. A 
total of 57 cars were received by 
the race organizers from all over 

the United States, including Cal-
ifornia, Massachusetts, Oregon, 
Wisconsin and other states. One 
car even made the journey from 
El Salvador! 

On the day of the race, more 
than 200 spectators watched live 
online as the cars raced down 
the 36-foot-long track four at a 
time, waiting to see who would 
be the victor. Three announcers 
listed the cars being raced each 
round, their speed and which 
cars placed. Results were visually 
confirmed by those watching at 
home thanks to instant replays. 

For more than three hours, 
the small crew of 10 people kept 
the races going with occasion-
al commercial breaks featuring 
content from the contestants, in-
cluding videos and picture slide-
shows of participants and their 
cars. Other breaks from the race 

included live interviews with the 
Rangel family and the VanAus-
dle family and a step-by-step 
instructional tutorial of how to 
make a Pinewood Derby car by 
the pastor of the New England 
congregations, Andy Diemer. 

The first part of the race fin-
ished with 18 cars moving to the 
next round. The semi-final round 
ended with four cars moving to 
the finals. The winners of the 2020 
New England Pinewood Derby 
were as follows: in third place 
Dan Preston “the faster pastor,” 
in second place Elizabeth and in 
first place Malachi. The audience 
also used a separate website to 
vote for the cars they felt were 
Best in Show, Most Fun, Most 
Sporty and Most Colorful. Plans 
for the 2021 Pinewood Derby 
race are already underway. 

Sarah Auguste

New England Hosts Virtual Pinewood Derby for Participants Near and Far

After multiple rounds of ne-
gotiations we’ve settled on time 
ranges and days of the week to 
maximize audience for the month 
of January for our 2-minute, 
short-form Beyond Today TV 
programs on Newsmax TV. We 

2-Minute Beyond Today Programs to Air on Newsmax TV—Airing Schedule on Back Page
will have 52 spots air in total. 

Within these time frames it 
will be up to Newsmax TV to 
place our spot as they see best to 
rotate programs in, depending 
on other advertisers, what we 
paid, etc. So, we don’t know exact 
days, but we will air on days and 
times according to the schedule 
on the back page of this issue to 
get our total 52 airings.

For the first two weeks we will 
offer our “Middle East in Bible 
Prophecy” booklet, and for the 
second two weeks we will offer 
“Are We Living in the Time of the 
End?” Your prayers for success 
would be most appreciated.

Peter Eddington, Media and 
Communications Services

Phoenix, Arizona—The theme 
for the Women’s Enrichment Sab-
bath held in Phoenix, Arizona 
on Dec. 12, 2020 was Encourage-
ment. Though “physically dis-
tanced,” in-person attendees and 
online participants were spiritual-
ly connected by God’s Spirit! 

Morning services began with 
inspiring special music (a flute/
piano duet by Karen Buchkow-
ski and Sylvia Kennedy, vocal 
solo by Tiffany Christianson and 
vocal duet by Maggie DeVen-
ny and Sylvia Kennedy). Mark 
Welch presented the sermon ti-
tled, “Encouragement Leads to 
Greater Courage and Faith,” to 
the combined Phoenix East and 

Phoenix Northwest congrega-
tions. He focused on the bibli-
cal perspective of finding great 
power in encouragement.

After services, the men were 
gently encouraged to exit the 
building. Kay Schreiber then 
welcomed the ladies before all 
enjoyed a catered lunch of boxed 
sandwiches and beverages. Our 
anchor scripture, Colossians 2:2 
(ESV) “that their hearts may be 
encouraged, being knit together 
in love, to reach all the riches of 
full assurance of understand-
ing and the knowledge of God’s 
mystery, which is Christ” was 
woven into the sessions. 

Kelli Ferrier set the stage 

for the remainder of the after-
noon by reviewing the agenda 
and announcing the gift for the 
ladies—a journal focused on 
strength and courage, along with 
a bookmark inscribed with Josh-
ua 1:9. She spoke on encourage-
ment’s impact and shared that it 
takes courage to do many things 
in our daily lives. When we pray 
for God to encourage someone, 
we become a part of His plan for 
that person and we become inti-
mately connected to them.

Barbara Welch was the key-
note speaker and expanded on 
the theme by bringing us “The 
Courage in Encouragement: A 
Surprising Building Block.” She 

took us on a journey through her 
life and shared with us that sur-
prising building block—fear. See-
ing God work in our lives builds 
courage and takes away the fear. 
Resisting fear builds spiritual 
muscle. An encourager is some-
one who empowers you to move 
ahead when you’re ready to give 
in to that fear. Choose life and 
encourage others to do the same.

Manuela Brill, Roma Cam-
erata and Anne Gabbard com-
prised a panel segment in which 
they shared trials they had come 
through and the ways they were 
encouraged by others and God. 
The reason for the trial may not 
be understood by us, but God 

knows. Encouraging others is 
a way of healing. The panel was 
moderated by Tina Fogelson.

The last presentation, “Take 
on the Challenge” was present-
ed by Kelli Ferrier. She explained 
that there are times we can’t pull 
people out of trials but can en-
courage them to stay close to 
God. We can ask Him to give 
them strength to trust Him and 
provide hope, because He knows 
the good the trial will produce.

The closing comments and 
farewell were presented by Kay 
Schreiber. The ladies departed 
inspired to have the courage to 
encourage.

Sylvia Kennedy

Women’s Enrichment Sabbath Provides Encouragement for All

Top: Cars raced down the 36-foot-long track four at a time.
Bottom: Three announcers provided commentary as the cars were raced. 
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The books of the Bible con-
stitute eternal truths that no hu-
man can discover on his or her 
own. All other books pale be-
fore it in spiritual significance. 
When one reads and applies all 
of God’s revealed knowledge, 
immeasurable benefits to life 
occur, both now and forever. 
Applying Scripture to every as-
pect of our lives is rewarding: 
“Godliness is profitable for all 
things, having promise of the life 
that now is and of that which is 
to come” (1 Timothy 4:8).

Text copies of the Scriptures 
such as we have today were not 
as widely available to members 
of the Church in the first century. 
Members relied mainly on live 
teachings from pastors, elders 
and visiting apostles who spread 
the Word of God, a combina-
tion of Scripture and of Christ’s 
teachings. Today people of many 
nations and languages can easily 
access both Testaments of God’s 
written Word. 

The entire Bible is God’s di-
vine gift to mortal human be-
ings. Inside are His spiritual and 
eternal laws accompanied by 
His judging authority of human 
behavior and morality. God’s 
words reveal the way that ev-
ery human should live (Psalms 
119:105) as taught by the One 
who designed and created us 
(Genesis 1:26-27).

O l d  a n d  N e w  T e s t a m e n t s  

The first section in the Bible 
is called “the Law” and compris-
es the books of Genesis through 
Deuteronomy. God commanded 
every king of Israel to write out 
his own copy of the Law “and 
he shall read it all the days of his 
life” (Deuteronomy 17:18-19). 
It seems that King David did so 
and meditated upon it (Psalm 
119:97). God also commanded 
that all Israelites, young and old, 
were to hear His Law read aloud 
during the Feast of Tabernacles 
every seven years (Deuteronomy 
31:10-12). That directive was fol-
lowed as late as the second temple 
period and read by Ezra (Nehe-
miah 8:18). God’s intent was to 
have a refresher of His way of life 
restated publicly throughout their 
generations. 

When Paul wrote to Timo-
thy, “from childhood you have 
known the Holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make you 
wise for salvation through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim-

othy 3:15), he was speaking of 
what today is called the “Old 
Testament.” Church members 
in his day often relied on com-
mitting Scriptures they heard 
read aloud at church to memory. 
Purchasing a personal copy of 
the Old Testament transcribed 
onto parchment scrolls would 
have cost about a full year’s sala-
ry. Since up to 97 percent of the 
population in Jesus’ day was illit-
erate, hearing God’s Word read 
aloud was a crucial element of 
one’s spiritual development and 
endurance. 

The oral teachings of Jesus 
were later preached by the apos-
tles to the members in that day 
along with letters and epistles 
that remain for our benefit to-
day. The New Testament Church 
relied heavily upon the Old Tes-
tament as their written Word 
of God at the time. Paul used it 
throughout His ministry. His last 
mention found him imprisoned 
in Rome where “many came to 
him at his lodging, to whom he 
explained and solemnly testified 
of the kingdom of God, per-
suading them concerning Jesus 
from both the Law of Moses and 
the Prophets, from morning till 
evening” (Acts 28:23). 

The New Testament is an in-
valuable blessing to our deeper 
understanding of our New Cov-
enant with God, yet reading the 
Old Testament remains a vital 
resource for one’s salvation. It 
is this first section of our Bibles 
that Paul’s words refer to as “the 
Holy Scriptures, which are able 
to make you wise for salvation 
through faith which is in Christ 
Jesus. All Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is prof-
itable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction 

in righteousness, that the man 
of God may be complete, thor-
oughly equipped for every good 
work” (2 Timothy 3:15-17).

The entirety of the Bible re-
veals to its readers the sole “way 
of life” that is able to bring one 
happiness, fulfillment, good re-
lationships and which leads to 
eternal life. As King David wrote: 
“Blessed is the man who walks 
not in the counsel of the ungod-
ly . . . but his delight is in the law of 
the Lord, and in His law he med-
itates day and night . . . Whatever 
he does shall prosper” (Psalms 
1:1-3). God’s Law, as written 
throughout your Bible, prescribes 
the only successful way to live. 

The written Word of God 
is unlike any other text. Other 
books provide a reader with in-
formation that once read is then 
complete. The words of the Bible 
have compounded information 
that seemingly can never be fully 
gleaned. This spiritually authored 
material speaks in various ways 
at various times to an individu-
al who is constantly navigating 
through different periods of their 
journey in the New Covenant. Bi-
ble passages have multitudinous 
connections with other passag-
es, stories, blessings, promises, 
prophesied future events, and ap-
plications to a plethora of chang-
ing circumstances throughout 
one’s lifetime. That is why read-
ing the entire Bible seems like a 
re-read of an old friend that 
somehow always has new ma-
terial added, precisely for your 
current situation. 

L a b o r  i n  t h e  W o r d
Choosing to spend time with 

the Bible each day is key to your 
success, period. Yet, who has 
extra time today to devote to 
studying these words of God? 
Commentator Adam Clarke re-
flected, “There is a depth in the 
word of God which cannot be 
fathomed except either by Divine 
inspiration, or by deep study and 
research, for which the majority 
of the people have no time” (The 
Holy Bible, Commentary and 
Critical Notes, 1843, Vol. 2, note 
on Nehemiah 8:17). 

As the first century Church 
declined in spirituality, the 
apostle James encouraged 
members to be successful 
through reading the Bible: “But 
he who looks into the perfect 
law of liberty and continues in 
it, and is not a forgetful hearer 
but a doer of the work, this one 
will be blessed in what he does” 
(James 1:25). 

You have God’s gift to hu-
manity readily available to you. 
Read some of it every day for 
the rest of your life. Develop a 
daily reading plan and digest all 
of it. The key to being success-
ful at reading your entire Bible 
is to quickly establish a habit of 
doing so. 

Schedule morning prayer 
and Bible reading at a specif-
ic time and location and then 
be consistent with them. Soon 
your life and your relationships 
above and below will be bless-
ed in ways that you have never 
imagined. UN
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Read Your 
Entire Bible!

The entire Bible is God’s divine gift to humans. Inside are His spiritual and eternal laws 
accompanied by His judging authority of human behavior and morality. 
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Honoring Retiring Ministry4

Tom and Lisa Damour retired 
from the ministry after 38 years 
of selfless service to the Church. 

Tom and Lisa met while at-
tending Ambassador College 
from 1977-1980, and were mar-
ried at her family’s ranch in Wyo-
ming on Aug. 5, 1979. After they 
graduated Ambassador College, 
Mr. Damour with a master’s de-
gree in theology in June of 1980, 
the Damours were sent to West 
Virginia where Mr. Damour 
served as ministerial trainee for 
two years. From there, they con-

tinued on to the New Orleans and 
Slidell, Louisiana, congregations, 
where Mr. Damour was ordained 
an elder in 1982. He served as an 
associate pastor in Louisiana until 
1986, after which time they were 
transferred to pastor the Meridian 
and Laurel, Mississippi, congre-
gations until the spring of 1988. 
That spring the Damours were 
transferred to the Champaign 
and Springfield, Illinois, congre-
gations. After the establishment 
of the United Church of God, Mr. 
Damour also pastored the Can-

ton, Illinois, congregation. Most 
recently, the Damours have pas-
tored the Lubbock, Amarillo and 
Odessa, Texas, congregations (as 
well as the Roswell, New Mexico, 
church) from 2001-2019. 

The Damours are blessed with 
three children who are also mem-
bers of the Church. Their grand-
children are fourth generation 
Christians in the Church. Over 
the years, Mr. Damour has served 
as department head at the Feast of 
Tabernacles and has written sev-
eral articles for Virtual Christian 
magazine and Good News mag-
azine when they were in circula-
tion. He has also staffed at United 
Youth Camps for three years. 

Mr. Damour commented, “As 
I think back on the years we have 
been blessed to serve God’s peo-
ple, one important lesson comes 
to mind. Namely, those of us who 
are ordained to serve should take 
their calling seriously, but not 
take [our]selves too seriously. By 
that I mean, God will use us if we 
remain humble and understand 
we [are] not dispensable. If we 
forget that, He will use somebody 
else to get His Work done.”

Mr. Damour has lately be-
come a beekeeper and loves 
learning about bees. He is cur-
rently enrolled in a Master Bee-

keepers course with the goal to 
become a master beekeeper in 
about five years. After retirement 
the Damours plan to spend a lot 
of time with their seven grand-
daughters, all of which live within 
an hour away. 

Coworkers and friends shared 
comments upon the Damours’ 
retirement: 

Mark Welch: “I have always 
respected Tom a great deal be-
cause of his obvious care for the 
brethren he was serving. I have 
admired Tom’s willingness to 
persevere in that service to our 
brethren, in spite of very serious 
personal health concerns. Tom 
has been a very diligent student 
and teacher of God’s Word. I 
have also known Lisa for many 
years and have always appreci-
ated her warmth, sincerity and 
faithfulness.”

Nathan and Barbara Abbott: 
“I remember when I first met 
Tom Damour. We knew he was 
to come to Lubbock, but we had 
never seen him before. I was 
at the hospital with a [Church] 
friend and her husband, who was 
not a member. He was dying with 
cancer. Hospice had just come 
and was talking with my friend.

“A man came to the door, 
dressed in a nice suit. I thought 

he was the chaplain in the hospi-
tal. We talked for quite a while; it 
was as if I had known him forev-
er. And then we introduced our-
selves to each other and that is 
when I found out he was our new 
minister. We chuckled about that, 
not knowing who he was.

“When hospice was finished 
talking with my friend, Mr. Da-
mour went over to talk with her 
husband. Her husband was very 
scared of how he had lived his life 
and of dying. I will never forget 
the conversation Tom Damour 
had with this man. He was com-
passionate, caring, loving, kind 
and truthful. He put my friend’s 
husband at ease and he was not 
afraid anymore. My heart melted 
at the love and concern Tom had 
for this man. That is how Tom 
and Lisa have been all the years 
they were here in Lubbock.

“They truly loved each one of 
us, and still do. They have cried 
with us, laughed with us, cor-
rected us. The last few years Tom 
and Lisa had severe trials of their 
own with Tom’s illness and Lisa 
had some as well, but that did not 
hinder them taking care of, lov-
ing and helping us. I admire that 
so much! They truly have God’s 
Spirit working in them, using it to 
serve and help all of us.” UN

Jim and Joan Tuck retired 
from the ministry on Jan. 1, 
2021 after 46 years of dedicated 
service to the Church. 

They began their ministry in 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, just 
after graduation. Mr. Tuck re-
flected, “My job and my life has 
been serving as a pastor in vari-
ous areas crisscrossing the Unit-
ed States, adding up to 15 differ-
ent congregations. In thinking 
back on each of the churches 
I have served as pastor, a great 

lesson comes to mind. God al-
ways gives us what we need to 
accomplish His work! Often, we 
face trials and there are disap-
pointments  .  .  .  We pray about 
it, and every time God provides 
those needed to do His work, 
and more effectively than ever 
before. God always grants the 
resources to do what He calls 
upon us to do. My wife has stood 
by me and has been a major con-
tributor in my ministry. Both of 
us feel privileged to have been 

involved with the greatest job 
and work on earth.”

In 2011, Mr. Tuck conducted 
a leadership training program in 
Chongwe, Zambia. In 2012, he 
returned with his wife to visit var-
ious church areas with the Zam-
bian pastor, Wilson Nkhoma. He 
notes, “It was a life-changing ex-
perience to meet our brethren in 
Africa . . . It has been the greatest 
privilege and joy to work shoul-
der to shoulder with convert-
ed brethren.” Mr. Tuck has also 
taught pastoral training classes, 
written for United News and the 
Pastoral Communique, and since 
1998 produced a weekly news-
letter and blog titled, “Prophetic 
Times.” 

Joan Tuck commented on 
the 46 years of assisting her hus-
band, “I reflect on the experience 
of living in some of the unique 
cultures in America. Our first 
assignment was the Pennsylva-
nia Dutch country in Lancaster 
County, Pennsylvania. We then 
were sent to the deep south, Al-
abama, where our first two sons 
were born. In extreme contrast 
our next move was to the great 
Northwest and the snowy win-
ters in Idaho and eastern Ore-
gon, where our third son was 

born. In our next move we expe-
rienced the intense summer heat 
of the southwest and discovered 
the beauty of the Sonoran Desert 
in Arizona.”

The Tucks’ longest asign-
ment was in the San Francisco 
Bay area, Silicon Valley and wine 
country of northern California. 
They have also served brethren 
in Hawaii. Their last move was 
to Arizona, where two of their 
sons and seven grandsons live. 

Mrs. Tuck reflected, “In all 
these places it has been our priv-
ilege to know the amazing peo-
ple God has called! My prayer 
over the years is that God would 
give us His love for His people. 
By His mercy this has helped us 
through many difficulties and by 
the faith He gives us we know 
“ .  .  . our labor is not in vain in 
the Lord.” 

Upon retirement, the Tucks 
plan to spend time with their 
children and grandchildren, 
tackle writing projects and trav-
el to new parts of the U.S. 

Coworkers and friends com-
mented on the Tucks’ retire-
ment:

Mark Welch: “Jim and Joan 
Tuck are one of the finest min-
isterial couples I have had the 

privilege of serving alongside. 
They are very fine examples of 
a loving, serving couple who al-
ways strive to keep the best in-
terests of our members clearly 
in mind… Jim has proactively 
mentored a number of min-
isters in the Phoenix area and 
has done a fine job of preparing 
them to pastor and serve.”

Monte Knudson: “Mr. Tuck 
has served as a dedicated servant 
of God. I still look forward to 
gleaning what I can from him.”

Robin and Susan Webber: 
“The Tucks  .  .  .  have been lov-
ing servants among the flock of 
God both here in the States and 
abroad. Susan and I have had 
the pleasure and joy of know-
ing Jim and Joan and their boys 
(now men!) for multiple decades 
through serving in the South-
west Region and at summer 
camp and Festival sites. Always 
straight shooters, humble in ap-
proach, kindly in manner, avail-
able to those in need, true to 
the Scriptures, always ready for 
new challenges and simply a lot 
of fun to be around… As Scrip-
ture declares about those who 
have stayed the course, ‘Well 
done, good and faithful servants’ 
(Matthew 25:23).” UN

Jim and Joan Tuck

Tom and Lisa Damour



Barbara and I returned from 
a wonderful trip to visit many of 
our brethren and ministry near 
Phoenix, Arizona. This was a 
valuable trip in many ways, as 
we were able to meet on the 
Sabbath for services in the 
morning, and then the women 
enjoyed extended time together 
for a local Women’s Enrichment 
Sabbath afternoon (see page 
two of this issue). On Sunday, 
a group of elders met together 
at Monte and Susie Knudson’s 

home for the Southwest Region-
al Ministerial Conference with 
many other ministers and wives 
connecting online from around 
the region.

At the online conference, 
it was announced that Robin 
Webber has been appointed as 
the new Regional Pastor for the 
Southwest region after the re-
tirement of Jim and Joan Tuck 
on Jan. 1. Robin and Susan have 
served very faithfully in the re-
gion for many years and have a 

genuine love for God and His 
people. I look forward to work-
ing with Robin to serve the 
needs of our ministry and mem-
bers there. Barbara and I great-
ly enjoyed spending time with 
so many elders and wives from 
the Phoenix area and meeting 
many members on the Sabbath. 
We had never spent much time 
in the desert and we really en-
joyed the difference in climate 
for a change! God is such a God 
of variety and various forms of 
beauty. We appreciate the desert 
a great deal more after this visit.

This conference was the last 
in a series of regional confer-
ences that spanned the last two 
years. Now we move on to other 
ways to serve and educate our 
ministry as they feed and nur-
ture God’s people.

Mark Welch, 
Ministerial and Member 

Services Operation Manager

Jerold and Mary Ann Aust 
retired from the ministry on 
July 1, 2020, after more than 57 
years of committed service to 
the Church. 

Mr. Aust shares some high-
lights of their time spent serv-
ing:

“Much of my service for the 
past 25 years was in UCG’s Me-
dia and Communications. My 
roles included Senior Writer 
for the Good News and Beyond 
Today magazines, radio and TV, 
personal correspondence, and 
reviewer of the United News and 
BT Dailies. At the same time, 
I pastored two churches and 

coordinated the Panama City 
Beach Feast site for nine years.

“In 2007-08, Fox News’ 
journalist Alan Colmes 
interviewed me on his national 
radio show on Christmas 
and Easter. He asked me how 
I convinced people to see 
the truth about Christmas. I 
answered with the Fox News’ 
slogan: ‘We report, you decide.’ 
After the first interview on 
Christmas, my jwaust.com 
counter spiked to 43,122 
hits. These are archived on 
https://www.ucg.org/sermons/
christmas-interview and https://
www.ucg.org/members/news/

alan-colmes-interviews-gn-
writer-about-easter. Over a few 
years, I interviewed a number 
of national commentators, 
including Mr. Michael Medved, 
Dr. Gary Smalley, Dr. Pat Love, 
Dr. Phillip Johnson, Mr. Joe 
Kovacs and others (archived).  

“In 1994, I received an ac-
credited Master’s Degree in 
Communication from Califor-
nia State University, Fullerton. 
I then studied one semester at 
USC, Los Angeles, since I was 
asked to pursue a doctorate in 
communication for Ambassa-
dor University, Big Sandy, Tex-
as. In 1995-96 I studied media 
at Fullerton College (radio/TV/
Voice-overs/Public Relations). 
For my personal and profes-
sional development, I earned a 
distance learning doctorate in 
communication (2005-06; sum-
ma cum laude). For seven years, 
I taught communication at the 
University of South Alabama, 
Mobile (2000-07), and many 
more years at Ambassador Bible 
College, teaching communica-
tion and Revelation.

“I give much credit to my 
wife Mary Ann, former head 
Librarian of Ambassador Col-
lege, Pasadena who has been my 
biggest supporter. She is a very 
competent editor for my articles 
and an invaluable help to me 

in my ministry. We also extend 
deep appreciation to our son Dr. 
Philip Aust and our daughter 
Dr. Crystal Thomas who have 
dedicated their lives to serving 
God’s Church and who, with 
their families, have continued 
serving the saints. Our goal is 
to help humankind reach its ul-
timate destiny. Finally, I’ll share 
this thought about our wonder-
ful future: ‘Ask more from God 
than to live with Him forever; 
ask God for the privilege to 
serve with Him forever.’”

When reflecting back on 
the Austs’ service, co-workers, 
friends and family shared: 

Peter Eddington: “…As a se-
nior writer for Beyond Today 
magazine, editorial reviewer 
for upcoming articles and as an 
advisor on our content, [Jerold] 
made a very valuable contribu-
tion to the Church. In addition, 
his seniority, experience and 
wisdom—which comes from 
such long tenure in the employ 
of the Church these many de-
cades—brought a level of matu-
rity to our department. Thank 
you Jerold and Mary Ann for all 
you have done for us!”

Steve Myers: “…Jerold and 
Mary Ann Aust radiate joy, al-
ways reflected in the warmth 
of their smiles. They have al-
ways been a couple dedicated 

to God—no matter the circum-
stances. They certainly experi-
enced the ups and downs of life, 
but always trusted God to see 
them through. Their example 
of conviction and confidence 
models what faith should look 
like.”

Gerald Seelig: “Our history 
with [the Austs] goes back sev-
eral decades. They are a great 
couple—seeing them work re-
ally well together. I hope they 
continue working that way for 
many years to come and hope 
that they truly enjoy their re-
tirement years.”

Philip Aust: “My Dad’s ded-
ication to God and his tireless 
service to God’s people are stan-
dards I strive to emulate daily. 
Dad, thank you for your con-
viction to God’s Truth and for 
being a mentor to me even as 
I’ve been blessed to follow your 
footsteps into the pastoral min-
istry. Congratulations on a job 
well done!”

Len Martin: “I first met Jer-
old Aust when I was in my late 
teens and he was transferred to 
the Detroit area. I knew him as 
being firm but fair. His contri-
butions to the Church and the 
ministry of Jesus Christ are too 
numerous to mention. I pray 
he enjoys his retirement, as it is 
well deserved!” UN

Jerold and Mary Ann Aust
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On Dec. 8, 2020, Ray Clore was re-credentialed by the 
United Church of God. He and his wife, Rhonda, serve 
in the Northern Virginia congregation.
On the same date, Ed Szalankiewicz was also re-cre-
dentialed. He serves in the Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
congregation.

Chris Rowland

Updates from Ministerial and Member Services

Southwest Regional Ministerial Conference

News from Ministerial and Member Services

The last quarterly Coun-
cil of Elders meetings of 2020 
were held Dec. 7-10 at the UCG 
home office in Milford, Ohio. 
All 12 Council members were 
present, with four tuning in 
online. On Monday, Chairman 
Len Martin welcomed every-
one and discussed the agenda, 
before Victor Kubik provid-
ed the President’s Report. He 
discussed the 2020 Feast of 
Tabernacles, in which UCG 
had originally planned 62 sites 
worldwide. Ultimately there 
were 15-20 official sites where 
members gathered daily, with 
another 15-20 satellite sites.

Mr. Kubik also provided a 
brief update on ABC, which has 
a class of 20 students this year. 
Two church buildings have 
been purchased in Washington 
and Virginia. Planned Giving 

articles are being published in 
each issue of United News and a 
website is being finalized. 

Operation managers also 
provided updates. Ministerial 
and member services statistics 
and media updates from the De-
cember meetings can be found 
on page 14 of this issue. The 
2020 financial audit statements 
are located on pages 15-18.

In the following days of 
Council meetings, updates were 
provided from various com-
mittees, including the Strategic 
Planning and Finance Commit-
tee, Roles and Rules Commit-
tee, and Education Committee. 
The Strategic Plan, Operation 
Plan and Budget was reviewed 
as well. 

Thank you for your prayers 
regarding these meetings.

Ariana Del Signore

Quarterly Council of Elders 
Meeting Held in Ohio, Online



Anniversaries

Bob and Lori Looper
After Sabbath services on 

Dec. 19, the Houston, Texas 
congregation honored Bob and 
Lori Looper for their 50th wed-
ding anniversary. Short speeches 
were given and the pastor, Gary 
Smith share a few words as well. 
Gifts were presented and re-
freshments served.

Bob Looper grew up in 
Charlotte, North Carolina, earn-
ing a chemical engineering de-
gree from North Carolina State 
University in 1966. He was bap-
tized into the Radio Church of 
God the same day he graduated. 
Lorelei Bartlett, who grew up in 
Plainfield, Vermont, began lis-
tening to the World Tomorrow 
radio broadcast in 1964 and at-
tended church services in 1967 
while enrolled at the University 
of Vermont. She was baptized in 
1968 after her move to Lakeland, 
Florida. 

They each attended the Feast 
of Tabernacles in Jekyll Island, 
Georgia in 1970. After a dramatic 
meeting and whirlwind dating ex-
perience, it was plain to them that 
they were chosen by God to be to-
gether. Their years of prayers, pa-
tience and trust in God to find a 
mate were rewarded. They were 
married on Dec. 24, 1970.

Currently residing in Hous-
ton, the Loopers have lived in the 
Carolinas, Louisiana and Texas. 
They have been blessed with two 
sons, a daughter, daughter-in-
law, son-in-law and twin grand-
sons. As a family they have en-
joyed camping, hiking, cooking 
and entertaining, as well as years 
of YES and YOU activities. Mar-
ital advice from them: “As much 
as lies within you, take any com-
plaints to God as He also is your 
marriage partner.”

Births

Kendrick Thomas Govoni
Robert and Jessica Govoni 

are very excited to announce 
the birth of their son. Kendrick 
Thomas Govoni was born on 
Dec. 7, 2020 at 9:02 a.m., weigh-
ing 8 lbs., 7 oz. and measuring 20 
in. long. Kendrick’s parents ap-
preciate all the prayers and sup-
port in the weeks leading up to 
the birth. Prayers were answered 
and resulted in a healthy and 
happy birth experience for mom 
and baby. The family thanks God 
for this wonderful blessing!

Madison Jean Lamoureux
Nick and Megan Lamoureux 

are excited to announce the birth 
of their first daughter, Madison 
Jean Lamoureux! Weighing 6 
lbs., 7 oz. and measuring 18 in. 
long, young Madison arrived 
precisely on her due date of Dec. 
3. Does this mean she is destined 
for a life of punctuality? Only 
time will tell!

Grandparents Don and Don-
na Lamoureux of the Southern 
New Hampshire, congregation 
are delighted to add Madison 
to their growing collection of 
grandchildren. We are thankful 
to God for this wonderful bless-
ing and the opportunity to raise 
and train one of His children. 

Weddings

Lyndon Dunbar & 
Tori Sroka

Thomas and Victoria Sroka, 
along with Ralph Dunbar, are ex-
cited to announce the marriage 
of their children, Tori Sroka and 
Lyndon Dunbar. The two were 
wed on Sept. 20, 2020. The cer-
emony was officiated by Shawn 

Cortelyou in the presence of 
about 40 guests. Lyndon and 
Tori attend the Munster, Indi-
ana, congregation. 

Obituaries

Ruth Cely 
The Tucson congregation, 

along with family and friends, 
celebrated the life of Ruth Cely 
with a memorial service on July 
18, 2020. Ruth was born on Dec. 
12, 1922. She was a member of 
the Church of God for 50 years. 
Ruth was an adventurer who 
loved swimming, hiking, gar-
dening and the arts, and is re-
membered for her integrity and 
dry humor. Raised in southern 
California, Ruth was an avid 
reader and writer. She loved 
horses and belonged to Victor 
McLaglen’s Light Horse Wom-
en’s Troupe performing military 
drills on horseback to music in 
a show ring, jumping and trick 
riding.

Ruth attended University of 
California: Los Angeles, Colum-
bia University, the University 
of Houston and the University 
of Arizona. In her professional 
career, Ruth worked for Califor-
nia Shipbuilding Corporation 
in California, Armour Labo-
ratories in Chicago, Raytheon 
Manufacturing in New York, 
Douglas Aircraft in California, a 
law firm in Tucson and Tucson 
Unified School District.

Ruth was recognized for out-
standing achievement in her ca-
reer and her service as a volun-
teer teacher in Japanese flower 
arranging in the O’Hara School 
of Ikebana. She was also a mem-
ber of the Tucson Garden Club, 
the Iris Society, Orchid Society, 
Rose Society and the 43-D Pilot 
class reunion group, of which her 
late husband, Bill was a member.

Ruth died on April 1, 2020 
and was interred in Arlington 
Cemetery with her husband.

Keltia Franke
Keltia (Tia) Franke died 

peacefully in her sleep on Sept.1, 
2020. She was born Oct. 8, 1982, 
in Beaver Dam, Wisconsin, the 
daughter of Jim Duane and Jan-
et Lee (Reddaway) Franke. Kel-
tia graduated from Huron High 
School before obtaining a degree 
in psychology from the Univer-
sity of Michigan. She was em-
ployed as a legal secretary with 
the law firm, Franklin D. Azar 
and Associates, P.C.

Keltia loved learning more 
about God, and she graduated 
from Ambassador Bible Center 
in 2005. Keltia was baptized on 
Oct. 9, 2010. 

Tia will be remembered for 
her love of reading, painting, 
making pottery, cooking—and 
pranks! She also was an avid cro-
cheter and knitter, from blankets 
to scarves to book covers. But 
most of all, Tia will be remem-
bered for her unique sense of 
humor and generous heart. She 
didn’t hold back in letting oth-
ers know what was important to 
her—including her family, faith 
and belief in God, which was first 
in her heart. Keltia once posted, 
“Carve your name on hearts, not 
tombstones. A legacy is etched 
into the minds of others and the 
stories they share about you” by 
Shannon L. Alder. Legacy was 
important to Tia. Part of her leg-
acy includes being an aunt, a sis-
ter, a daughter, and an altruistic 
friend to many. Many pages of 
feelings, thoughts and comments 
were shared by many friends af-
ter her death, highlighting how 
much she had helped them. A 
few abbreviated comments are 
included below:
“Tia was a light in this world.”
“She gave me wisdom, insight, 

lots of laughs, and most impor-
tantly, through her I felt God’s 
love.”
“Tia helped me through some re-
ally dark moments I wasn’t confi-
dent I would get out of.”
“Her light, kindness and com-
passion was unlike any other.”
“Keltia was a beautiful, intelli-
gent, gracious and loving young 
woman. She was a calming pres-
ence, a cheerful voice and the 
most caring heart. She impacted 
many in her short time on earth. 
Her heart was pure.”
“In Tia’s memory, I’m more de-
termined than ever to contin-
ue supporting people in their 
struggles, whatever they may 
be. I fully intend to show up for 
them the way that Tia constantly 
showed up for her friends and 
for herself.”
“I hired Keltia on to work with 
me at my law firm, but in a short 
time she was truly a light in my 
life… Tia taught me that it is the 
importance and depth of a con-
nection to a person that mat-
ters beyond how long you have 
known them.”

Kendrick Thomas Govoni

Dec. 7, 2020

Madison Jean Lamoureux

Dec. 3, 2020

Please see page 7

Bob & Lori Looper

50th Anniversary

Ruth Cely

Dec. 12, 1922-April 1, 2020

Keltia Franke

Oct. 8, 1982-Sept. 1, 2020

Announcements6

Lyndon Dunbar & Tori Sroka

Sept. 20, 2020



Tia is survived by her lov-
ing mother, Janet Franke; three 
sisters, one brother and many 
nieces and nephews. Tia espe-
cially valued time spent with her 
niece, Cadence, and her neph-
ews Balian and Jax. She loved 
her mother incredibly and spoke 
about how much she made an 
impact on Tia. She loved talking 
with her, laughing about any-
thing and everything and spend-
ing time together.  

Keltia was deeply loved by 
her family and many friends, 
all of which she loved and cared 
for. Keltia’s legacy was “To live 
in hearts we leave behind is not 
to die,” from Thomas Campbell. 
Keltia will forever have a piece 
of our heart and will be forever 
missed!

Georgia A. Hinton
Georgia A. Hinton died on 

May 19, 2020 in Drexel Hill, 
Pennsylvania from COVID-19. 
She had been suffering from ALS 
which took away her ability to 
walk and speak, leaving her to 
communicate only by writing on 
her iPad. More than a year ago 
she was also diagnosed with lung 
cancer, then recently contracted 
and recovered from pneumonia. 
But what she lacked in physical 
strength was more than over-
come by her ever increasing spir-
itual strength. 

Her greatest joy was in com-
ing to Sabbath services and get-
ting hugs from everyone. We now 
look forward to being reunited 
with her at a time when she will 
once again have the ability to 
speak with us and share with us a 
good, strong, heartwarming hug. 
Her example of endurance and 
faith was a bright light, shining 
not only before the members of 
the congregation, but also before 
the staff at ManorCare Nursing 

Center. We all have learned many 
powerful lessons of strength by 
knowing Georgia. 

She has now entered a peace-
ful and painless sleep wherein 
she awaits being awakened by 
the sound of a very loud trumpet. 
As her family shared, “I fought a 
good fight, I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith” (2 
Timothy 4:7, KJB). 

Vern D. Hoover
Vern D. Hoover died peace-

fully in his sleep on Oct. 17, 
2020. Mr. Hoover was a long-
time member of the Church in 
Bismarck, North Dakota. The 
congregation remembers him 
fondly as a very friendly, cheerful 
man. Although he suffered from 
serious respiratory problems, 
Vern was determined to attend 
the Feast of Tabernacles this 
past fall. He and his wife drove 
to Rapid City and had an enjoy-
able Feast. They even enjoyed a 
couple of trips out into the Black 
Hills. Vern died only six days af-
ter returning from the Feast.  

Vern was born on March 10, 
1933 to Alfred and Geraldine 
(Hoffman) Hoover. He graduat-
ed from Bismarck High School 
and went on to attend the Uni-
versity of North Dakota and State 
School of Science in Wahpeton. 
He served in the U.S. Army and 
was honorably discharged in 
March of 1961.

Vern married Barbara An-
drews on Sept. 22, 1967. On 
Aug. 27, 1973, Verna was born 
to them. Vern enjoyed gardening 
and family gatherings.

Vern is survived by his wife, 
Barbara; daughter, Verna; sis-
ter, Connie Andrews, all of Bis-
marck, North Dakota; brother, 
Harry Hoover, Ortonville, Min-
nesota; sister-in-law, Darlene 
Hoover and his nieces and neph-
ews. Vern was preceded in death 
by his parents and brother, Elmer.

Michael Addison Miller
Michael Addison Miller 

(Mike) was born June 10, 1942, 
in Sarasota, Florida, to John 
Miller and Mary (Echelberry) 
Miller. He moved with his moth-
er and sister to Phoenix, Arizo-
na, in 1952, where he lived until 
his death on Nov. 3, 2020.

Mike learned the sheet met-
al trade during his attendance at 
Phoenix Union High School, and 
the skills he learned there car-
ried him through his entire life. 
When he graduated from high 
school, he had his car packed 
and moved that day to Flag-
staff for his first job in HVAC. 
He lived in the woods for three 
weeks until he saved enough pay 
to get an apartment. He worked 
in the HVAC industry until his 
retirement at the age of 70. 

Mike enlisted in the Navy in 
1960 and served for two years 
in active duty, including on the 
U.S.S. Eldorado during the Cu-
ban Missile Crisis, and four years 
in the Navy Reserve. After re-
turning home from military ser-
vice, Mike met his future wife, 
Beth Welch, in July 1963. He 
took her out to the movies on 
their first date, where he prompt-
ly fell asleep. He was working 60 
hours a week at the time. 

It felt like they were meant to 
meet. When he was 14, Mike was 
paperboy for Beth’s grandparents 
in South Phoenix. And in 1953, 
they were at the same drive-in 
movie in Prescott when a mete-
or went streaking across the sky, 
lighting up the night. They didn’t 
even know about this shared 
experience until a couple of de-
cades into their marriage. 

Mike and Beth were married 
in Phoenix on Dec. 4, 1964. They 
then moved to Payson, Arizo-
na, where Mike worked for the 
Game and Fish Department at 
the Tonto Creek Fish Hatchery. 
It was here that the couple wel-

comed their first child, Jim, and 
where they began keeping the 
Sabbath. In November 1967, the 
family moved back to Phoenix 
and Mike went to work at the 
Hayden Flour Mill. Mike and 
Beth were baptized Aug. 11, 
1968. Their second child, Kath-
ryn, was born that same year. 
They bought their first home in 
1972, where their third child, 
Judi, was born in 1974. 

Words that describe Mike: 
dedicated and loving husband, 
father and grandfather; strong 
and hard-working, entrepre-
neur; kind, generous and loyal 
friend; funny, mischievous and 
inquisitive; teacher and life-long 
learner; explorer, lover of nature, 
beekeeper and fisherman; faith-
ful servant. He was a good man. 

From the time that he began 
to understand about God and His 
purpose in his life, Mike accept-
ed that it was his mission to be a 
man who served God, served his 
family and served God’s people. 
He fulfilled that mission until his 
last day. Scott McKeon, pastor of 
the northwest Phoenix congre-
gation, noted that Mike “was well 
known for his detailed prepara-
tion. Many know Mike for his 
paternal patience and dedicated, 
loving service to the brethren. 
He was a founding member of 
the Phoenix Church area in the 
late 60’s and he and his wife and 
have made a contribution to the 
lives of many over the years.”  

Mike is survived by his wife of 
56 years, Beth Miller; sister Sally 
Younghans; three children, Jim 
Miller (along with wife Courtney 
and children Amelia and Mag-
gie), Kathryn Miller (and chil-
dren Caitlin and Joshua) and Judi 
Miller Dauncey (along with hus-
band David Dauncey and chil-
dren Jack and Ruby); a brother 
and five sisters-in-law; numerous 
nieces, nephews and cousins; and 
friends too many to name.

Gladys Rieger
Gladys Rieger died Friday, 

Oct. 30, 2020 at Dougherty Hos-
pice House in Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota. She was a long-time 
member of the Bismarck congre-
gation along with her husband, 
Leven. Gladys and her husband 
were very close throughout 
their lives and were separated 
by death only a very short time. 
She died only 12 days after her 
beloved husband. 

Gladys was born Aug. 30, 
1934 to Baldaser and Clara (Ve-
ron) Gisi Jr. at Hosmer, South 
Dakota. She attended school in 
Hosmer, graduating from high 
school and then going on to at-
tend college. Before her mar-
riage, Gladys moved to Califor-
nia while her future husband, 
Leven Rieger, was in the marines.

Gladys was united in mar-
riage to Leven on June 27, 1954 
in Hosmer, South Dakota. She 
taught country school for a short 
time. Gladys and Leven made 
their home on the farm where 
they raised registered Charolais 
Bulls. They engaged in ranching 
until their 80’s when they moved 
to Aberdeen, South Dakota.

Gladys was happiest when 
she was with family and friends. 
She was an excellent cook and 
baker. German food, homemade 
ice cream and many desserts 
were always on the table. She 
loved her family dearly and was 
always there to listen or help out. 
Gladys had a wonderful sense of 
humor. Because Gladys cooked 
so much, one of her favorite out-
ings was to eat out. She loved 
chicken wings! She was very ac-
tive and enjoyed bowling, danc-
ing and playing cards. Gladys 
was a member of VFW Ladies 
Auxiliary.

Gladys was preceded in death 
by her parents; husband, Leven; 
brothers, Victor Gisi and Ray 
Gisi and sister, Berneice Welch.

Leven Rieger
Leven Rieger, a long-time 

member of the Bismarck, North 
Dakota congregation died on 
Oct. 18, 2020 at Dougherty Hos-
pice House in Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota. Mr. Rieger is fondly 
remembered by many Church 
members. He was a very ener-
getic man who lived life to the 
fullest. A member commented, 
“Leven and Gladys (his wife) 
were an inspiration to us all.” 
Even in his late 80s, Leven reg-
ularly drove from his farm in 
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South Dakota to the nearest con-
gregation in Bismarck, North 
Dakota for Sabbath services—a 
distance of 140 miles!  

Leven was born June 30, 
1929 to August and Magdalena 
(Goehring) Rieger on the fam-
ily homestead near Hillsview 
in McPherson County, South 
Dakota. He grew up there and 
attended country school while 
also working on the fami-
ly homestead. He entered the 
United States Marine Corp and 
was stationed in Korea during 
the conflict. Following his hon-
orable discharge, he returned to 
the family farm near Hillsview.

Leven was united in mar-
riage to Gladys Gisi on June 27, 
1954 in Hosmer, South Dakota. 
They made their home on the 
farm and raised registered Cha-
rolais Bulls. He was engaged in 
farming until his late 80’s when 
they moved to Aberdeen.

Leven enjoyed hunting, fish-
ing and simply being in the out-
doors, taking in nature. He was 
always independent and outgo-
ing. He was a very caring person 
and would always lend a helping 
hand to anyone in need. Above 
all, Leven loved his family, play-
ing with his grandchildren and 
giving them rides on the quad.

Leven was preceded in death 
by his parents; sister, Alice Lapp 
and brother, Harry Rieger. His 
beloved wife, Gladys, died just 
twelve days after Leven. 

Grateful for having shared 
Leven and Gladys Rieger’s life 
are sons, Robert Rieger of Ab-
erdeen and Timothy (Yasmin) 
Rieger of Tucson, Arizona; 
daughters, Linda Towns of Sioux 
Falls, South Dakota and Deb-
bie (Willie Caldwell) Rieger of 
Denver, Colorado; eight grand-
children, Eric Rieger, Jack Rieg-
er, Dewey Rieger, Alexander 
Rieger, Zachary Rieger, Sophia 

Rieger, Christopher Towns and 
Candace Towns; 11 great-grand-
children, Natasha, Damian, 
Sebastian, Landon, Aubree, 
Kaylee, August, Asia, Magic, 
Adriana and Carmen and Glad-
ys’s sister, Martina (Jim) Glatt of 
Aberdeen.

Shirley Shelhamer
Shirley Shelhamer of North 

Brunswick, New Jersey, died 
on Jan. 28, 2020. She was born 
in Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylva-
nia, graduated Coughlin High 
School and a few years later mar-
ried the love of her life, Clifford 
Shelhamer. 

Shirley and Cliff were both 
baptized in the Church more 
than 40 years ago. They shared 
a strong love for each other, for 
God and for the Church and 
together they spent their lives 
serving family, neighbors and 
brethren. Over the years, they 
entertained fellow Church mem-
bers and used their gift of hos-
pitality to regularly open their 
home for meals and fellowship.

Shirley was forever proud of 
her career, which spanned 35 
years with Equifax. She traveled 
the state of New Jersey as a Sales 
and Marketing Representative. 

Each year Shirley and Cliff 
looked forward to spending time 
with their Church family at the 
Feast of Tabernacles. They al-
ways spoke about how wonder-
ful it was to spend more time 
with their Church friends, not 
only at services but for lunch 
and dinner, too. Each year they 
brought back a small Feast gift 
for each close family member. 
Shirley’s youngest sister, Joyce, 
recalls Shirley’s smiles when say-
ing how she looked forward to 
the time when she might become 
a teacher in God’s Kingdom. 

Shirley has been described by 
family and friends as extremely 
kind, generous and compassion-

ate, particularly when it came to 
her family and close friends. Her 
husband, Cliff, passed away in 
2005. Though they had no chil-
dren, both were devoted to each 
other and their love for dogs. 
They rescued many dogs over the 
years, usually two at a time, and 
were devoted to their care. 

After Cliff died, Shirley re-
mained a faithful member of the 
United Church of God, Phila-
delphia congregation. She had a 
heart full of generosity. Wheth-
er it was quietly bringing extra 
groceries to a family in need or 
the local food pantry, or lend-
ing her listening ear while shar-
ing a simple cup of coffee in her 
kitchen, she tried to make things 
better for those around her. She 
especially enjoyed the gatherings 
for coffee and snacks following 
weekly services. 

She is survived by an older 
sister, Dolores in Pennsylvania, 
and two younger sisters, Jayne 
in North Brunswick, New Jersey 
and Joyce and her husband Ken 
in Florida. In addition, she has 
many nieces and nephews. 

Shirley and Cliff now await 
the resurrection and while they 
are sleeping, we remain grateful 
to have felt their love while we 
were all together.

Dirk L. Trone
Dirk L Trone, age 64, died 

from a fatal heart attack while at 
work in Napa, California, on Dec. 
11. He was a loving and devoted 
husband, father, grandfather, 
son, brother, friend and provid-
er. Dirk is survived by his wife of 
more than 40 years, Kathy Trone, 
three children, Tory Trone, Nick 
Trone and his wife Elainea, and 
Kari Blanchard and her husband 
Ken. He is also survived by five 
grand children, Emilia, Sophia, 
Lilah, Autumn, and Weston. In 
addition to his parents Dudley 
and Louise, he is survived by 

three brothers and wives, Denton 
and Rissa Trone, Drew and Lydia 
Trone, and Darren and Debbie 
Trone; an aunt; and many nieces, 
nephews, cousins and friends.

He was born on March 6, 
1956 to Dudley and Louise 
Trone. Dirk was a strong mem-
ber of the Church. He started at-
tending services as a very young 
child. He and Kathy were both 
baptized on April 4, 1981 and or-
dained as deacon and deaconess 
on April 26, 2008. Dirk had a ser-
vant’s heart and enjoyed serving 
his Church community. If you 
attended any gathering with him, 
he was likely working behind the 
scenes to help it all go smoothly. 
He was the auditorium manager 
for Steamboat Springs, Colorado, 
for the last several years, and for 
St. George, Utah, in 2020, also 
serving many other Feast sites 
over the years. 

Dirk was a general and 
plumbing contractor, but could 
do virtually anything involved 
in construction. He learned his 
trade from his father, working 
with him and three brothers be-
fore striking out on his own. He 
was later recruited and hired by 
a design firm as head foreman 
working on home remodels and 
new home construction.

Thirty years ago Dirk moved 
his family to almost 30 acres in 
the mountains where he again 
built a home for his family. Dirk 
loved living there and raising his 
family away from the hustle and 
bustle of the city.

He was a cancer survivor of 
15 years. Two months after his 
final cancer treatment, he re-
gained his strength and returned 
to work. His health remained 
good and he remained cancer 
free. The heart attack came as a 
shock to his family.

Dirk loved camping, hunt-
ing, fishing, restoring cars, riding 
motorcycles and just being out-
doors. He was an extremely hard 
worker. He seemed to be able to 
build and fix almost anything. 
Dirk fiercely loved his family and 
was thrilled to be the Papa to his 
five grandbabies. 

Dirk will be missed by many 
people, especially his family. 
They are anxious to see and hug 
him again in the resurrection.

Linda Kay Zeigler
Linda Kay (Gaugler) Zeigler, 

65, of Mount Pleasant Mills, 
Pennsylvania, died at her home 
on Oct. 20, 2020. Born Oct. 28, 
1954, in Lewisburg, Pennsylva-
nia, she was the daughter of the 
late Edwin C. and Gladys I. (Re-
inard) Gaugler.

She is survived by her hus-
band, Robert Zeigler, whom she 
married June 30, 1974; her two 
children, Jeremy Zeigler and 
wife Amy of Middleburg, Penn-
sylvania; and Valorie Pack and 
husband Brandon Pack of Dun-
cannon, Pennsylvania; six grand-
children, Sierra, Canyon and Au-
tumn Zeigler and Katie, Ryan and 
Andrew Pack; and one daughter 
of the heart, Linda Brubacker, of 
Mount Pleasant Mills.

She is also survived by three 
sisters, Mary Wilhide (husband 
Dennis) of Port Trevorton, 
Pennsylvania, Rosalee Massie 
(husband John) of Mattawa-
na, Pennsylvania, and Kathy 
Charles (husband Tom) of Se-
linsgrove, Pennsylvania; three 
sisters-in-law, Donna Maran-
dola of State College, Penn-
sylvania, Nancy Stoops of Se-
linsgrove, and Patty Gaugler of 
Selinsgrove; one brother-in-law, 
Ronald Zeigler (wife Janet) of 
Missouri; and her father-in-law, 
Donald Zeigler of Selinsgrove. 
She was preceded in death by 
her parents; a brother, Robert 
Gaugler; and her mother-in-
law, Meriam (Hocker) Zeigler.

Linda and Bob met as teen-
agers in the Church. They be-
came teenage sweethearts and 
were happily married for 46 
years. Linda graduated from 
Selinsgrove Area High School 
in 1973. Later in life, she took 
classes in reflexology, craniosa-
cral fascial therapy and related 
health fields.  

Linda and her husband 
owned and operated Zeigler’s 
Natural Health and Wellness 
Store in Mount Pleasant Mills. 
She was loved and respected in 
her community as a health men-
tor and reflexologist, but espe-
cially for her endless love and 
compassion.

Linda attended church with 
her family since she was five 
years old, beginning in 1959 
with the Radio Church of God. 
She and her husband were bap-
tized in 1973. She was a mem-
ber of the Lewistown, Pennsyl-
vania, congregation where she 
served as a deaconess for many 
years.  

Linda loved God with all her 
heart and considered her family 
as her most precious and enjoy-
able earthly treasures. She loved 
being with people and enjoyed 
good conversations with family 
and friends about God, the Bible 
and improving life by using godly 
principles and natural remedies.

We look forward to that won-
derful day when we will be unit-
ed with Linda once again! UN 
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When we unpack the promise of this scripture and 
mesh it with the meaning of the proverb, we see a com-
pelling vision emerge—ultimate vision.

First, the proverb tells us lack of vision causes peo-
ple to perish. Second, and by contrast, John promises us 
that we “should not perish”—predicated on actionable 
and authentic belief. 

This begs the question: “What is the antidote that 
powers the promise to not perish?” Is it our active be-
lief, or is it the love of God described by John? Both 
are factors, but not the antidote itself. Both describe 
what was done, but not what was given. God loves; we 
believe; but it is the “only begotten Son” who was given 
to inoculate us against the enemy of death and more 
importantly, impart us with everlasting life. 

If then the Son was given so that we would not per-
ish and if vision is who we are to become, it follows that 
the ultimate vision is to be like Him.

This ultimate existential vision to be like Him was 
not lost on the apostles of the New Testament. In fact, 
it empowered who they were and became the defining 
directive that informed what they did in their lives. 

John writes in his epistle to the Church that “we 

This proverb makes VISION existential; 
without it, people perish. Vision may at first 
seem abstract and difficult to describe, but 
stated simply, Vision is who we are to become. 
Mission is what we do. History confirms the 
essential nature of vision in national, organi-
zational and personal life.

In his famous speech in Gettysburg, Abra-
ham Lincoln rearticulated the vision of the “fa-
thers.” The founders envisioned a nation “con-
ceived in liberty” that promised its citizens an 
elevated state of being—freedom. Lincoln held 
out this vision of freedom and asked whether 
“any nation so conceived” could long endure.  

He called on “the living” to “highly resolve 
that these dead shall not have died in vain—
that this nation, under God, shall have a new 
birth of freedom—and that government of 
the people, by the people, for the people, shall 
not perish from the earth” (Abraham Lincoln, 
Gettysburg Address, 1863).

That day in Gettysburg, Lincoln invoked 
the abstract concept of vision to save a divided 
nation on the brink of perishing. So power-
ful was this vision of freedom that it not only 
saved her from that dark hour of war, it forged 
into being a nation unlike any other in the his-
tory of man. A nation where every man, woman and 
child regardless of color, creed or national origin could 
lay claim to the elevated, but elusive state of “being free.”

This elevated state enabled her to do what no 
other nation had successfully done—to make “out of 
many, one.” Individuals, regardless of national ori-
gin, color or creed were willing to set aside differenc-
es, whether petty or cultural, to pursue all that they 
could become—free. 

Lincoln unwittingly brought the truth of the prov-
erb, “Where there is no vision people perish” into focus. 
Absent a “new birth of freedom,” precisely what this 
proverb predicted would come to pass—government 
of the people, by the people and for the people would 
“perish from the earth.” While the concept of vision 
may appear abstract, the tangible outcome from its lack 
is undeniable—peoples and nations perish. 

Thankfully, there is a spiritual antidote to a lack of 
vision that causes people to perish. It is found in an 
iconic New Testament scripture: “For God so loved the 
world that He gave His only begotten Son that whoever 
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting 
life” (John 3:16, emphasis added). 

shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is” 
(1 John 3:2). Paul declares in his discourse on 
the promise of the resurrection that just “as we 
have borne the image of the man of dust, we 
shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man” (1 
Corinthians 15:49). Peter testifies that they “did 
not follow cunningly devised fables,” but rath-
er they made known what both Peter and John 
encountered in vision on the holy mountain of 
transfiguration (2 Peter 1:16-18).

The vision of being like Him speaks to both 
present and future realities. We cannot claim, as 
some do, to be like Him while living a lifestyle 
contrary to what He did. We are after all, as are all 
humans, created in the image of God. We bear His 
image, whether we acknowledge it or not. When 
we bear His image responsibly we bring honor to 
God. When we choose a life contrary to His law 
we defile His image and dishonor His Name. 

The future reality of being like Him in glory 
takes on dimensions that defy human compre-
hension as John himself admitted: “Beloved, now 
we are children of God; and it has not yet been 
revealed what we shall be.” Despite admitting the 
limits of human comprehension, John follows 
this statement with a powerful declaration: “But 
we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like 
Him for we shall see Him as He is” (1 John 3:2).

Johann Albrecht Bengel, a highly regarded 
Greek scholar, comments that John’s descrip-
tion of the children of God “suggests some-
thing unspeakable, contained in the likeness of 
God, which so exalts the sons of God, that they 
become as it were gods” (Gnomon of the New 
Testament, 1742, Vol. 5)

Bengel’s words bring into focus God’s ulti-
mate vision of being like Him—we will not be second 
rate children of God, rather we will be “heirs of God 
and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with 
Him, that we may also be glorified together” (Romans 
8:17). This is what God envisioned from the beginning 
when He said, “Let Us make man in Our image ac-
cording to Our likeness” (Genesis 1:26). 

God created Man in His image and commanded 
him to “be fruitful and multiply” thereby starting a 
reproductive process that ultimately enables Him to 
“bring many sons to glory ” (Genesis 1:28; Hebrews 
2:10). 

First, with the “man of dust” in the form of the 
“first man Adam” (1 Corinthians 15:45, 48); second, 
through those begotten of His Spirit who “walk in 
newness of life”; and finally by transformation to spirit 
in “the twinkling of eye, at the last trump,” when His 
children will “put on immortality” and inherit ever-
lasting life (Romans 6:4; 1 Corinthians 15:52, 54, KJV).

That vision is as sure today as it was when the apos-
tles embraced it—it is just much closer to becoming a 
reality. In the next part of these series we will define 
from the Bible the Image of the Heavenly Man. GN

We are created in the image of God. When we bear His
 image responsibly we bring honor to Him. 
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The Ultimate Vision: 
Be Like Him
Where there is no vision 
people perish! 
Proverbs 29:18

By John Miller



The Academy Award winning motion picture mu-
sical, My Fair Lady, with actors Rex Harrison and Au-
drey Hepburn, has entertained millions of people over 
the decades. The imaginary story involves phonetics 
professor Henry Higgins’ wager to his friend, Colo-
nel Pickering, that he could transform Eliza Doolit-
tle, an untidy, unsophisticated flower vendor, into a 
lovely woman of character and elegance. How would 
he accomplish this? By simply training her in proper 
speech, dress and basic social etiquette. 

Imagine if it was that easy to dramatically renovate 
one’s inner nature! Genuine character development 
cannot occur by merely altering a person’s outward 
actions and appearance. Rather, lasting change must 
begin on the inside and then be reflected on the out-
side. While it is certainly admirable to give proper 
attention to one’s clothing, grooming and manners, 
doing so doesn’t necessarily reflect what an individ-
ual is really like inside his or her mind and heart (2 
Corinthians 10:7). So, the question is: do we put as 
much emphasis on building our inner person as we do 
in ensuring we look physically presentable each day? 

W h a t  i s  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  h o w  c a n  i t  b e  a c q u i r e d ?

Character could be defined as the inner strength of 
purpose to conduct oneself by specific moral standards 
despite temptation or pressure to abandon those stan-
dards. Beyond this description, let’s pose a more basic 
query. From where does character originate and what 
is its foundation? For this we must go to our Creator 
for His revealed knowledge, which is made plain in 
the Holy Bible. This is where we discover vital teach-
ings about character revealed through God’s laws of 
righteous living and expressed in qualities such as hu-
mility, kindness, honesty, modesty, loyalty, generosity, 
hospitality and moral purity (Deuteronomy 5:1-33; 
Galatians 5:22-23).

Whether people realize it or not, God’s laws func-
tion in our lives and relationships similar to how the 
natural, physical laws of the universe, such as gravity, 
operate. If we break the laws He has set in motion, 
the result is distress, suffering and heartache. But if we 
diligently respect and comply with His laws we benefit 
enormously (Psalm 119:2; John 14:21).

But some might ask: If character is so crucial, why 
doesn’t God just create it in human beings? Believe 
it or not, virtuous character is something even God 
Himself cannot produce by decree! But why? Because 
character demands that each of us make individual 
choices about how we will live (Deuteronomy 30:19). 
If we didn’t have the ability to choose, we would be like 
preprogrammed robots or as animals with instinctive 
responses. God wants us to willingly choose to follow 
Him just as a humble child readily trusts and obeys his 
or her parents (Matthew 18:3).

But, building and maintaining godly character 
takes concerted effort. It requires that we remain faith-
ful and strong in doing what’s right when facing pres-
sures to capitulate to erroneous ways. Righteous char-
acter simply can’t be put on like clothing or as make-up 
on one’s face. Rather, it must spring from inside a per-
son’s heart and mind. To acquire righteous character, 
we must repent of going in our own direction in life 
and seek God’s help to faithfully follow the pathway He 
has laid out (Deuteronomy 28:9).

In contrast to what human beings often consider 
important, it is not a person’s outward appearance that 
interests God as much as what is in his or her inner 
being. “For the Lord does not see as man sees; for man 
looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at 
the heart” (1 Samuel 16:7, emphasis added through-
out).

C h a r a c t e r  d e v e l o p m e n t  i s  a  l i f e l o n g  m i s s i o n

So, what is in your heart? Is integrity, honor and 
uprightness shining brightly from deep inside of you 
(2 Peter 1:5-8)? In evaluating our motivations, actions 
and attitudes, we should consider what Jesus told the 
self-important religious leaders of His day. “Woe to 
you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like 
whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful 
outwardly, but inside are full of dead men’s bones and 
all uncleanness” (Matthew 23:27).

Couldn’t this statement also apply to our modern 
culture, with its emphasis on outward appearance 
rather than on inward purity and uprightness? Indeed, 
how does God view society today? What He sees is a 
cavernous character deficit. He observes profound in-
ternal moral corruption covered by a thin veneer of 
physical and intellectual attractiveness (Galatians 6:8).

Unlike in the fictional story, My Fair Lady, good 
speech, nice clothing and personal grooming do not 
make the person. Rather it is the core and depth of one’s 
inner being about which God is most concerned. For 
example, speaking to women about virtuous character 
the apostle Peter wrote, “Do not let your adornment be 
merely outward—arranging the hair, wearing gold, or 
putting on fine apparel. Rather let it be the hidden per-
son of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gen-
tle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight 
of God” (1 Peter 3:3-4). The underlying principle of true 
character described here applies equally to men.

Character development is a lifelong mission of 
choosing to do what is right while rejecting what is 
wrong. But how is it possible to always pursue the way 
of godly integrity? The fact is, God is eager to help us 
in this critical effort through the strength of His Holy 
Spirit. The apostle Paul wrote, “I pray that out of His 
glorious riches He may strengthen you with pow-
er through His Spirit in your inner being” (Ephesians 
3:16, New International Version). 

S t a n d i n g  u p  f o r  g o d l y  v a l u e s

The Bible provides illustrations of men and women 
who boldly stood up for godly principles and values in 
the face of intense pressure to capitulate to corrupt and 
sinful ways. The most obvious and compelling model 
is that of our Savior Jesus Christ who never wavered in 
repudiating falsehood (Matthew 4:1-10). We can also 
point to the example of Shadrach, Meshach and Abed-
nego who refused the king of Babylon’s command to 
bow before a great image of gold he had constructed 
(Daniel 3:16-18). Although these young men were 
thrown into the fiery furnace as punishment by the 

king, God chose to miraculously save their lives. He 
did it in this case and in other biblical instances as a 
testimony, not only of His great power, but as inspira-
tion to those who love Him and perform righteously 
(James 5:10-11). Considering these and other scrip-
tural examples of godly character (Hebrews 11:1-39), 
are you prepared to obey God’s laws even as society 
descends further into corruption, immorality and 
lawlessness? Make no mistake, a time is coming when 
standing up for virtue and morality will become in-
creasingly difficult (2 Timothy 3:1-4).

Therefore, those who are determined to do what 
is right must ready themselves to face extreme socie-
tal pressure to relinquish true values and convictions 
(Ephesians 6:12). Although facing these troubles will 
be stressful and even perilous, we can be fully confi-
dent that God will provide the strength we will need 
to persevere (1 Peter 1:6-9). The apostle Paul offered 
these words of encouragement, “Therefore we do not 
give up; even though our outer person is being de-
stroyed, our inner person is being renewed day by day” 
(2 Corinthians 4:16, Holman New Testament). For 
those who are willing to resist any coercion to com-
promise their moral integrity, Jesus Christ extends the 
magnificent reward of eternal life and awesome re-
sponsibility in His coming Kingdom (Revelation 5:10; 
Revelation 22:12). 

R i g h t e o u s  c h a r a c t e r  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  c r i t i c a l

Beyond the physical and material issues of life, we 
need to understand that righteous character is vitally 
important to God. When our clothing and possessions 
have long been forgotten and completely disintegrat-
ed, genuine character will be our wonderful legacy 
which will last for all eternity. 

Finally, in My Fair Lady, in preparation for her 
lessons, the unwashed, flower vendor Eliza Doolit-
tle, was led by Professor Higgins’ housekeeper Mrs. 
Pearce, into an elegant bedroom. As a maid ran water 
in a bathtub in the adjoining bathroom, Mrs. Pearce 
said to Eliza, “You know, you can’t be a nice girl inside 
if you’re dirty outside.” For our purpose, this phrase 
could be slightly modified to state, “You know, you 
can’t be a nice person outside if you’re dirty inside.”

Seeing how God has plainly revealed in Scripture 
that righteous character is absolutely important, is 
your emphasis focused clearly on building your inner 
person? GN
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Building Your Inner 
Person
Do we place as much emphasis 
on the development of our 
character as we do in making 
sure we look physically 
presentable each day?

By John LaBissoniere

Genuine character development cannot occur by merely altering 
a person’s outward actions and appearance. Lasting change must 

begin on the inside and then be reflected on the outside. 
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A young wife with a six-week-old infant once felt 
neglected by her spouse—alone and left out of his life. 
It seemed he was having all the fun—golfing, spending 
time with his brother and having a social life while she 
was left to care for their child. She confided her feel-
ings of loneliness, neglect and unhappiness in him. His 
response was unexpected. He told her, “If you are try-
ing to find happiness in me, you are going to be sadly 
mistaken. Your happiness must come from you!” This 
was not the response she expected and those words 
cut her to the core. How could a marriage of two years 
have descended to such a low level, that her chosen 
spouse would say such a thing? 

I can’t remember my response at that time but I 
am sure it was not good. In retrospect, he was both 
right and wrong. He was correct in saying that one’s 
happiness cannot come from another individual. But 
he was incorrect in implying that the source of such 
happiness or joy can come from within one’s self.  

My husband and I were both a part of the body of 
Christ, dedicated to learning proper and godly respons-
es to life’s challenges. Unfortunately, that marriage end-
ed in a tragic accident that left me a young widow with 
two small children. I subsequently remarried and my 
knowledge and understanding pertaining to relation-
ships and finding fulfillment have continued to grow.

Over the years I have chewed over the gravity of 
the statement he made more than once. As a mature 
woman, I have realized the wisdom in it, despite the 
callous, cutting nature of it. To be told that I shouldn’t 
try to find happiness in another person was painful.

However, to ask another person to completely 
fulfill all of your needs is too much to request from 
a single person. In Hebrews 13:8 Paul states that Je-
sus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever. He 
is always faithful and never puts His own needs first. 
We see that the Father loved us enough to sacrifice 
His only begotten Son, and that His Son, Jesus Christ, 
loved us enough to die in our place—to pay the pen-
alty for our sins.

He is the one we should be running to first when 
we are in pain, sick, happy, sad, joyful and in all things. 
We are to love Him with our whole heart, mind, and 
soul; not in an attempt to repay a debt we cannot pos-
sibly repay, but rather as an expression of the gratitude 
we feel for the gift He has given. He cares about all the 
little things as well as the big things in our lives and 
He wants to hear from us. Nehemiah 8:10 says, “Do 
not sorrow, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 
When we go to Him, we can become joyful because 
He gives us strength.

There are times when you have what my present 
husband and I describe as “the can’t help its!” There 
is something inside you that makes you long for more 
than you have right now—a restlessness, an inabili-
ty to feel satisfied with where you are and what you 

have. That feeling can lead down a wrong path of 
not seeking God, ungratefulness and turning to ma-
terial things. It is broadcast into our minds straight 
from Satan. When I have that restlessness, I realize 
the remedy is to seek God’s comfort. That unfulfilled, 
inner longing represents a need to pray and to study 
His Word, to develop my relationship with Him and 
to ask Him to help me protect my mind. He wants us 
to run to Him for fulfillment as a defense against the 
inner restlessness that this world gives and the dissat-
isfaction with the life it generates.

When we run to a person for complete happiness 
and contentment, it automatically sets us (or them) up 
for failure. As flawed humans, we let others down—
we forget to fulfill our promises, we do not have the 
energy to do something someone else wants us to do. 
We are human, but God knows exactly how to fulfill 
us emotionally when we turn to Him.

My young husband could have been kinder in his 
response all those years ago. But there eventually came 
a poignant moment when I realized that the statement 
was true—another human can never be all that the God 
of the universe can be to us. God is our best friend, a 
friend that sticks closer than a brother or sister!

So what do we do with all of our sad, happy, de-
pressed, angry and unsettled moments? What would 
our lives look like if we turned to God to fulfill all of 
our needs instead of to things in this world? Matthew 
6:33 states, “But seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and 
his righteousness, and all these things shall be added 
unto you” (KJV). All things in life that are beneficial, 
all the refining we need to make it into God’s Kingdom, 
all the emotional help we need is present with our God.

Look inside yourself—is He your all in all? Do 
you love Him with your whole heart, mind, soul and 
strength? Are you turning to Him first? Do we truly 
believe His promises? Sometimes we all forget to run 
to God first—but we must continue to learn to do 
that daily. 

How much better are our lives lived when we are 
seeking Him first, running to Him with our joy, our 
happiness, our sorrow and pain? How it must please 
God that we want to spend time with Him, seeking 
His instruction! Psalm 34:8 states, “Oh, taste and see 
that the Lord is good; blessed is the man who trusts 
Him” (KJV)! People who love God’s way, follow the 
path of Christ and do the will of the Father have 
blessings and the fulfillment they seek—from Him.

The problem we have is that we become easily en-
tangled with the ways of the world. We tend toward 
the temporal things that do not make us happy or 
we try to find happiness in the wrong places. During 
this physical life we must find the fulfillment we seek 
in the relationship that is formed in us with God the 
Father and Jesus Christ.

King David expressed perfectly what we should 
do in Psalms 62:5, “My soul, wait thou only upon 
God, for my expectation is from Him” (KJV). In this 
world there are many places we exclusively run to for 
comfort and solace instead our mighty God. In fact, 
He in His wisdom has allowed an empty place in our 
hearts that only He can fill. God is the only One we 
can run to and never be disappointed. 

Hebrews 12:1 says, “Wherefore seeing we also are 
compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth 
so easily beset us, and let us run with patience the 
race that is set before us” (KJV). The writer of He-
brews reminds us of all those who have traveled this 
path before us and are awaiting His return for their 
reward. Let’s lay aside the sin and the weight it caus-
es to our spirit and life. Let us run this race to God, 
taking all of our care before His throne. He is our 
fulfillment! GN
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God, in His wisdom, has allowed an empty place in our hearts that only He can fill. 
He is the only One we can run to and not be disappointed.
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Run To God

Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today and forever. 
He is the one we should be 
running to first when we are in 
pain, sick, happy, sad, joyful and 
in all things. 

By Ellen Burton

What would our lives look like if 
we turned to God to fulfill all of our 
needs instead of to things in this 
world?
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Whatever the hardships or joys that life may bring, we should strive to be like trees planted by the riverside

Sturdy and Strong
Looking at our Christian walk 
through the perspective of a 
tree can teach us about our 
own spiritual growth.

By Vincent Braddock

The weather and the forces of nature affect us in 
various ways. We love the bright sunny days and we 
dislike, or even dread, the dreary rainy ones. Beautiful 
days uplift us but gloomy days can be harder to endure. 

Life can be a matter of perspective. A change of per-
spective can change our outlook and affect our success 
in a world of constantly changing situations and cir-
cumstances. A positive perspective (having faith, hope, 
thankfulness and the outpouring of love) can help us 
stand firm and flourish through any experience, while 
a negative perspective can stifle us. 

The Bible often teaches us perspective through dif-
ferent vantage points such as parables, metaphors or 
similes. Something may be like bread, water or rocks. 
People may be similar to sheep, goats, soil or trees. 
There are trusting sheep, stubborn and contrary goats, 
various soil types and many varieties of trees.

Speaking specifically about trees, some trees can 
withstand extreme heat and sunlight, drought, storms 
or the cold. Trees have to endure different climates and 
conditions in various parts of the world. Some thrive 
in specific climates but do poorly in other regions 
where they might wither and die. Some do well almost 
anywhere.

Do we, as Christians, do well anywhere we are 
found, enduring in any and all circumstances (2 Tim-
othy 2:3, 10)? When life is stormy and bitter should 
and can we endure, continuing to grow (2 Corinthians 
6:4)? We should neither whither nor deteriorate! Phys-
ically we all will become less vibrant over time and we 
will die, but spiritually we must continue to grow and 
be productive. 

Let’s briefly focus in on two types of trees men-
tioned in the Bible: the sturdy, mighty oak (Isaiah 6:13) 
and the strong, majestic cedar (2 Chronicles 2:3; 1 
Kings 7:2). Oak is solid, rugged and useful in the shade 
it provides. Cedar grows tall and is firmly rooted, pro-
viding timber. They are both sturdy, strong and pro-
ductive (Amos 2:9). Other trees are fruit bearing, and 
they too are very useful, such as fig trees (Zechariah 
3:10; Micah 4:4) and date palms (Exodus 15:27). Figs 
are a good food source and also can provide shade. 
Dates are sweet fruits and their leaves can be made 
into baskets, brooms, mats and rope.

A godly person is useful to the Lord (2 Peter 1:8) 
and produces good things (Matthew 12:35). We know 
that a tree is identified by its fruit (Matthew 12:33). 
Let’s view ourselves as the cedars and the palm trees—
sturdy, strong and useful (Psalm 92:12). Spiritually, we 
should be productive and unmoved by storms, heat 
or unfavorable conditions. Whatever the hardships or 
joys that life may bring, we should strive to be like trees 
planted by the riverside (Psalm 1:3; Jeremiah 17:8).

Our focus should be on Jesus Christ, and our per-
spective should be that of sons and daughters in the 
Kingdom of God our Father. When Jesus returns let us 
be found acceptable and still flourishing (Psalm 92:14) 
so that we may live forever in the house of the Lord 
(Hosea 14:6; Psalm 23:6). GN

When we bought a new house a few years ago, I was 
delighted by the enormous rose bush in the front yard. 
All summer long, it boasts bright pink blossoms that 
spread their scent across the entire yard. The only time 
that the rose bush isn’t a delight to me is when I have to 
prune it, a task that must be done regularly.

This rose bush isn’t slow-growing: Left to itself, it 
quickly flourishes into a sprawling mass of flowers, 
leaves and thorns. So several times a year, I dig out 
my pruning shears and trim it back into acceptable 
dimensions. And having the imaginative mind I do, I 
always feel a little guilty while I prune. I imagine the 
rose bush thinking: “Why is she cutting off all of my 
lovely new leaves? I did what I was supposed to do: 
I’m a rose bush! I’m supposed to grow! So why is she 
punishing me?”

Like I said, I have a vivid imagination! But while I 
was imagining—and trimming—one time, it occurred 
to me that I sometimes feel the way I imagine my rose 
bush does. Sometimes, when painful things happen or 
I have to do things I don’t really want to do, I can see 
that those steps are required because there is some-
thing in me that needs to change. Usually, it’s a bad 
or sinful way of behaving or speaking or acting. But 
it seems that just as often, I experience painful events 

Becoming More 
Bountiful
Pruning a rose bush can yield 
helpful spiritual lessons about 
how we respond to trials.

By Katherine Rowland

or challenging situations that seem to come out of no-
where; when, as my imaginary rose bush complains, 
“I was doing what I’m supposed to do!” For exam-
ple, a relocation meant that I had to leave a job that I 
loved. The job had come out of nowhere, I hadn’t been 
looking for it, and the first several months were real-
ly challenging. But then, I grew to love my job, and 
I could see that I was growing and developing new 
strengths. And just as I started to feel that I was get-
ting my roots established, everything changed and I 
had to leave the job behind. It was hard not to feel like 
God had taken it away as punishment for something I 
had done. I found myself examining everything I had 
said, felt or done for some inadequacy or wrong, but 
it wasn’t there. I had done a good job, and the things 
God had put into my hands had prospered.

It was then that I had to learn about pruning. In the 
Bible, pruning isn’t mentioned as a punishment, or as 
a method of removing undesirable traits. Instead, it is 
a symbol of love and care. The prophet Isaiah wrote 
in Isaiah 5:6 that because of Israel’s disobedience to 
Him, He would lay it waste, and that it would not be 
pruned or dug. In the New Testament, Christ Himself 
said that His Father takes away the branches that are 
not bearing fruit, but, “Every branch that bears fruit 
He prunes, that it may bear more fruit” (John 15:2). 
God prunes us for the same reason that I prune my 
rose bush: so it will be healthy, strong and will bear 
more of the beautifully-scented roses that I love. Far 
from being a punishment, pruning is a sign of God’s 
love for us and His desire to see us grow even more 
abundantly.

When challenging times of growth occur, it’s good 
to do some self-examination and see if there aren’t 
some bad spots to be removed. But it’s also good to 
appreciate that God may be using those challenging 
situations to prune us, to take what we were already 
doing well and make it even more bountiful. GN



We live in a time of unprec-
edented digital technology. Just 
30 years ago, the Internet was 
beginning to be more than a 
novelty and companies were 
moving quickly to establish an 
Internet presence. But now, is 
there anyone who doesn’t use 
or have access to some form of 
social media? The choices are 
seemingly endless—Snapchat, 
Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp, 
LinkedIn and many more. 

A w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  p i t f a l l s  
o f  s o c i a l  m e d i a

There is no doubt that social 
media has had a huge impact on 
the culture around us, but there is 
also a downside to the wide reach 
of social media. While the Inter-
net can seem like a big safe place 
of anonymity, the reality is that it 
is not, and especially so when it 
comes to employers and hiring. 

One of the more viral stories 
along this line happened in 2018. 
A very talented young lady had 
landed an internship with NASA. 
In her excitement, she posted a 
profanity-laced message on Twit-
ter. A follower cautioned her to 
check her language, and she re-
plied to him in a very vulgar way. 
What she never stopped to con-
sider was who this person was. 
He was a prominent member of 
the team with which she would 
be working at NASA. In fact, he 
now leads the organization that 
oversees the space agency. While 
he didn’t orchestrate her loss of 
the internship, others who saw 
the post did see to it that she nev-
er interned for the organization. 

Her story is not an isolated 
incident. Employers increasingly 
monitor their employees’ online 
presence. Jobs have been lost 
due to vulgar postings, photos of 
raucous partying, inappropriate 
behavior and more. Friends have 
“unfriended” other friends on-
line and in life because of things 
said or of events posted online. 
Reputations have been destroyed 
due to behavior seen online that 
is incompatible with who and 
what a person says they are.

P e o p l e  w i t h  n e f a r i o u s  
i n t e n t

Also present on the Inter-
net are opportunists and peo-
ple with illicit motives. Most 
people have learned not to post 
their vacation plans on Face-
book by now, but for a number 

of years people did so because 
they wanted to share their hap-
py news. Criminals quickly 
learned to mine this type of in-
formation to know which hous-
es would be empty and unpro-
tected so they could rob them. 
Others learned how easy it was 
to sell shoddy merchandise on-
line and then disappear. 

People with violent or per-
verted intent search for people 
to take advantage of who are 
vulnerable, lonely or don’t have 
a network of family or friends 
to watch out for them.

C a u t i o n s  f o r  b r e t h r e n

The United Church of God 
is not immune to the negative 
aspects of this modern technol-
ogy. In addition to the above 
cautions, we recognize that our 
young people can be quite vul-
nerable in this online world. 
Back in 2014 the UYC camp 
directors established a policy to 
address the concerns of posting 
pictures online of our young 
people at the various camps. 
This was done in part to be in 
compliance with laws designed 
to protect minors online. In 
short, the policy only allows for 
“closed” Facebook groups creat-
ed by the UYC directors to fea-
ture camp photos, so families, 

staff and campers could access 
pictures taken at the different 
camps while being in compli-
ance with the law and protecting 
the identity of our young people 
online. Those photos were not 
to be “tagged” by the staff with 
names of the young people and 
individuals under the age of 13 
would not have any picture of 
them posted to the group page 
without the family’s permission. 
It is sad that we needed to make 
it very difficult for individuals 
searching online for underage 
children. 

One such law that applies 
to any website is COPPA: www.
ftc.gov/enforcement/rules/
rulemaking-regulatory-reform-
proceedings/childrens-online-
privacy-protection-rule.

This U.S. law imposes certain 
requirements on operators 
of websites or online services 
directed to children under 13 
years of age, and on operators of 
other websites or online services 
that have actual knowledge that 
they are collecting personal 
information online from a child 
under 13 years of age. There can 
be other legal concerns, like a 
non-custodial parent who wants 
to check on where the children 
are, or a person who has a 
restraining order to protect a 
Church member.

P e r m i s s i o n  f o r  p o s t i n g  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  
s o m e o n e  e l s e

In principle, the UYC policy 
could be applied to any Church 
activity involving any Church 
member—socials, picnics, danc-
es and other social activities. 

Those taking photos and 
posting them online should 
make sure that individuals are 
okay with their picture being 
posted and/or tagged.

T h i n g s  t o  k e e p  i n  m i n d

• Be smart about what you post 
about yourself. You never know 
who might see your post.
• Be careful (and get permission) 
before posting pictures or infor-
mation about others online.
• You have the right to ask for a 
posting about you or your fam-
ily to be removed, but do so re-
spectfully.
• Not everyone shares the same 
political views or humor. As 
Christians, we should not be in-
volved in promoting politics and 
we should never use off-color, bit-
ing or demeaning humor.

•  Nothing is truly private online.
• Nothing every really goes 
away online.
• Good reputations are hard 
won, but they can be destroyed 
with a click of a mouse.

C o n c l u s i o n s

This article is being pub-
lished simply as a word of cau-
tion. The United Church of 
God does not have a blanket 
policy to address the concerns 
addressed here, and does not 
intend to. 

A good reminder of how we 
should view the online world 
around us can be found in the 
book of Proverbs: “A prudent 
man foresees evil and hides 
himself, but the simple pass on 
and are punished” (Proverbs 
22:3). 

The Hebrew word translated 
“prudent” has the meaning of 
sensible; the application in the 
Proverbs is to be wise and/or 
discreet. 

As we navigate the online 
world around us, let’s remem-
ber to be wise in using this 
technology. UN

United News is published online in addition to print. As such, it is import-
ant to get permission from the members featured in local church updates 
and accompanying photos before sending the material to United News.
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By Dan Dowd

Those posting photos online should make sure that individuals are okay with their picture being posted and/or tagged.
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Operation Managers’ Council Reports14

Current statistics include:
• 397 elders in the United Church of God (UCGIA)
 • 109 outside the U.S.
 • 288 in the U.S.
 • 79 church pastors in the U.S. 
 • 10 associate or assistant pastors in the U.S.
 • 1 ministerial trainee in the U.S.
• 192 churches and Bible study groups in the U.S.
• 35 U.S. baptisms since the August meetings (93 baptisms so far in 2020)

Mark Welch summarized some manpower changes since the last meetings in August:
Two elders were ordained: Dan Baker of Mansfield, Ohio and Jeff Lockhart of Ft. Lauderdale, 
Florida
Three elders have died since the August meetings: Gordon Brauchla of Indianapolis, Indiana, Mike 
Miller of Phoenix Northwest, Arizona and Moses Nyaira of Migori, Kenya.
One elder’s wife has died since the August meetings: Elsie Hooser, of the Dallas, Texas congregation, 
wife of Don Hooser.

Changes in assignment:
Mike Fike was hired as Associate Pastor for New Zealand, currently in Cincinnati, Ohio and Jeff 
Lockhart is now an Assistant Pastor.

Ministerial and Member Services, Mark WelchThe following pages contain the updates given by operation managers 
at the December 2020 Council of Elders meetings.

Media and Communications Services,
Peter Eddington



Preface to the audited financial 
statements for the fiscal year, which 
ended June 30, 2020: 

Each year in the January 
issue of the United News the 
Church publishes its audited fi-
nancial statements for the most 
recent fiscal year, which this year 
ended June 30, 2020. You will 
find the complete audit report 
on this and the following pages.

The year 2020 was, to say the 
least, an unusual and unprec-
edented year. No one knew in 
January 2020 what the short-
term, let alone long-term ef-
fects of this novel “coronavirus” 
would be. By March, services in 
the United Church of God were 
halted for most of the last three 
months of the fiscal year. Even 
as we end calendar year 2020, 
things have not returned to nor-
mal, nor is there any end to this 
pandemic in reasonable sight. 

Given the economic and un-
employment condition of the 
nation, we did wonder back at 
the beginning of the pandemic 
what the effect on Church fi-
nances would be.

God gave us the answer in 
dramatic and convincing fash-

ion. Church income did not 
decrease, but in fact increased, 
and the fiscal year results are 
noteworthy, praise-worthy and 
memorable. 

As you can see in the attached 
financial statements, Church in-
come exceeded budgeted rev-
enue significantly, ending with 
more than $20 million in con-
tributions and donations. This 
is the highest annual income for 
the Church since fiscal 2010. All 
of us know that God did this. He 
has blessed His Church finan-
cially in ways beyond our expec-
tations, and all glory and thanks 
go to Him.  

In the six months since 
the end of our fiscal year (July 
through December 2020) in-
come has continued to exceed 
budget. As I write this on Dec. 
31, 2020, it is with gratitude 
toward God and thanks to the 
loyal members, coworkers, and 
other donors who faithfully 
support His Church with their 

tithes and offerings that I report 
that our calendar year income 
has also exceeded $20 million! 

In the attached audit report, 
you will find the details of in-
come, expenses, and activities 
for the past fiscal year. The notes 
that accompany the financial 
statements contain much infor-
mation that you might find in-
teresting. Since there is so much 
contained therein, I won’t take 
the time to expound on them 
further.

As you review the audit re-
port, though, might I ask that 
you take time to thank God for 
His blessings, and please always 
ask Him to direct His Church’s 
efforts in caring for His flock 
around the world, and preach-
ing the good news of His com-
ing Kingdom to all the world, in 
the way that pleases Him as we 
follow in the way that He leads.   

Of course, if you have any 
questions or would like further 
information on anything in the 
audit report, please feel free to 
call or email me. UN

Rick Shabi is the Treasurer for the United Church of God. Ordained 
an elder in 2000, he pastors congregations in Orlando and 
Jacksonville, Florida. He can be reached at Rick_Shabi@ucg.org.
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LifeNets, which works closely 
with the United Church of God, 
is happy to celebrate the achieve-
ments of a few of its scholarship 
students. This non-profit, hu-
manitarian organization aims to 
generate hope in needy commu-
nities through opportunities to 
become self-sufficient by creat-
ing a circle of ongoing benefits. 
In many cases, recipients are 
able to pass on aid, training and 
services to others. In pursuit of 
this endeavor, one of the largest 
ongoing projects of LifeNets in-
cludes providing scholarships to-
taling more than $100,000 a year 
to more than 100 students annu-
ally. The goal of scholarships is to 
empower people and give them 
the skills and tools to give back 
to their community and provide 
for their families This preserves 
individual dignity and reinforc-
es the practice of giving to oth-
ers. Following are the stories of 
four students who have benefited 
from LifeNets scholarships. 

Mukumbuta Nawa Talama 
graduated on Nov. 6, 2020, as a 
medical doctor in Lusaka, Zam-
bia. Zambia, a country of more 
than 17 million people, gradu-
ates only about 50 doctors per 
year—of which Mukumbuta 
was one. After seven years of 
study and help from the LifeNets 
scholarship fund, this achieve-
ment to graduate as a doctor 
was made possible. She can now 
practice and help others in Zam-
bia. Mukumbuta’s father thanks, 
“all those who donate finances to 
this noble cause. The support you 

gave us will go a long way as the 
services of a doctor touch [the] 
lives of people.” 

Yvon Mabout, a scholarship 
student from Doula, Cameroon, 
recently completed his studies 
in dentistry. He was awarded the 
scholarship six years ago with 
the hope that he could set up his 
own business to secure employ-
ment without the Sabbath being 
an issue. He is now setting up his 
own dental practice, Le Sourire, 
and is open and eligible to begin 
treating patients. He is currently 
also completing a master’s degree 
in stomatology. 

Lazarous Zuzhi is from re-
mote Mufumbwe, Zambia. Al-
though he was an orphan living 
at the Chilemo Orphans Club, 
Lazarous wanted to further his 
education and go on to nurs-
ing school in Solwezi, Zambia. 
The multi-year scholarship he 
received enabled him to gradu-
ate as a registered nurse. He has 
found employment at Kabwe 
Mine Hospital in Zambia.

Abel Nhlema, from Blantyre, 
Malawi, received a scholarship 
and graduated from the Mala-
wi Institute of Tourism in 2019. 
Soon after graduation, he was 
employed by one of the top hotels 
in Malawi. He noted “without the 
sponsorship of LifeNets, I would 
not have realized my dreams… 
The skills I have acquired will go a 
long way in my life.” In the midst 
of COVID-19, the hotel dismissed 
85% of its employees and cut the 
salaries of many others, including 
Abel’s. Due to the smaller staff, it 

Those who run the Boa Es-
perança (Good Hope) school in 
Angola decided to title the proj-
ect Tuamamico which means in 
their indigenous language “Let’s 
go forward.” It is now entering 
the stage of building up the sec-
ond floor after reenforcing the 
ground floor. Local expenses 
have risen due to inflation but 
we have minimized them by 
using a bank account in Ango-
la based on the Euro. They pro-
foundly thank LifeNets and all 
the brethren that have contrib-
uted in large or small ways—it 
adds up to so much, and greatly 
helps those in need in the com-
munity.

Jorge de Campos

Update on Angola School Building Project

was not easy taking time off for 
the 2020 Feast of Tabernacles. 
However, he was able to negoti-
ate with his employer—and he 
and three other friends from the 
hotel ended up catering the Feast 
of Tabernacles in Blantyre! Abel 
and the other employees worked 
hard to prepare and serve food 
during the Feast, while the wom-
en, who usually spent much time 

during the Feast cooking, were 
able to rest and enjoy the week 
without worrying about the food 
preparation. 

The scholarships have provid-
ed these students with the knowl-
edge and skills to find quality 
work and to provide for their 
families. The scholarship out-
reach of LifeNets has proved an 
effective means of empowering 

young people to receive training 
that will impact them for the rest 
of their lives. Many thanks to all 
who support this organization, 
which works closely with mem-
bers of the United Church of 
God. Please see lifenets.org for 
more scholarship stories and in-
formation about current projects. 

Victor and Beverly Kubik
Ariana Del Signore

Clockwise from top left photo: Scholarship recipients Mukumbuta Nawa Talama, 
Yvon Mabout, Lazarous Zuzhi and Abel Nhlema.

LifeNets Scholarship Recipients 
Give Back to Communities
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Photos (taken Dec. 3, 2020) of construction progress 
of the Boa Esperança school expansion project. 
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When Will Peace Come to the Middle East?
Presented by Darris McNeely 
Literature offered: The Middle East in Bible Prophecy

Jan. 3-9

Jan. 10-16 New World Order
Presented by Steve Myers 
Literature offered: The Gospel of the Kingdom

Jan. 24-30 Called, Chosen and Faithful
Presented by Darris McNeely 
Literature offered: Transforming Your Life: The Process of Conversion

Jan. 31-
Feb. 6

The Biblical Way for Raising Happy Children
Presented by Gary Petty 
Literature offered: Marriage and Family: The Missing Dimension

Feb. 7-13 Is the Secret Rapture a Hoax?
Presented by Darris McNeely 
Literature offered: The Rapture vs. The Bible

Feb. 14-20 Burning Questions About Hell
Presented by Steve Myers 
Literature offered: Heaven and Hell: What Does the Bible Really Teach?

Sunday 9 a.m. ET
Newsmax TV

Feb. 21-27 The Forgotten Message of Jesus Christ
Presented by Gary Petty 
Literature offered: Christ’s Reign on Earth: What It Will Be Like

Feb. 28-
March 6

Making Your Life Work
Presented by Darris McNeely 
Literature offered: Making Life Work

Families come in different shapes, ages and forms. Da-
vid, Abraham, Solomon and other notable people in the Bi-
ble had varying family dynamics. Jesus Christ himself was 
raised by His mother and stepfather, Joseph! Depending on 
a family’s nature, there may be a range of factors to consider 
when planning for the future and providing for dependents 
or beneficiaries. In a second marriage occurring later in life, 
spouses may bring assets they have accumulated individual-
ly, in addition to children from a previous marriage. This can 
present unique challenges when it comes to property owner-
ship, inheritance and estate planning. 

Ownership and inheritance questions may come up be-
tween spouses, children or heirs. Typically, individuals in 
blended families want to provide for their new spouse as well 
as their children from the previous marriage. Some couples 
find prenuptial arrangements helpful. Making informed de-
cisions now regarding finances and assets will impact inher-
itance options later on—especially for children and blood 
family members. 

Two important factors to consider are property owner-
ship and inheritance. The clear lines of ownership and inher-
itance can get complicated over time. 

Property Ownership and Beneficiaries: There are two basic 
types of personal property in a marriage: sole (or separate) 
property and joint (or community) property. Sole property is 
acquired before the marriage—perhaps after a divorce or the 
death of one’s previous spouse. Joint property (or marital as-
sets) is everything that either spouse earns or acquires during 
a marriage. One error that some people make is to combine 
sole property with joint property. Combining sole property 
converts it to joint property. An example is a widow inherit-
ing a $1,000 account from her deceased husband. While the 
account remains titled in her name, it remains sole property. 
When she gets married, if she adds her new spouse to the 
account, it becomes joint property. Financial advisors will 
caution you not to assume that what belongs to one spouse 
belongs to the other. One core issue to consider after a second 
marriage is whether to keep the title or ownership of an asset 
in your own name (as sole property) or to have title in a joint 
name with a spouse. The ultimate answer may come from 
asking, “What happens if death occurs tomorrow, and who 
will be my heir”?

Inheritance: When joining two families together, inher-
itance can become complicated. Consideration should be 
given not to unintentionally disinherit your own children. A 
classic fear may be giving sole property (such as the fami-
ly’s inheritance or the deceased spouse’s IRA benefits) away 
to a non-bloodline relation in error. For instance, it is very 
common and often required to place your spouse on as your 
retirement plan beneficiary. If you inherited such an account 
when your spouse died you may feel obligated to leave that 
money to the children of that marriage. 

Careful consideration of beneficiaries is the solution. The 
use of will substitutes (such as life insurance and POD or TOD 
accounts) can provide specific beneficiary solutions. Sole and 
separate property can also be “Bequeathed” as part of a Last 
Will and Testament or in a Living or Revocable Trust. This is 
why it is important to decide what will remain sole property, 
and what will become joint property upon your marriage. 

Custom estate and trust planning techniques can also 
assist with the unique needs of blended families. The worst 
estate planning solution is to do nothing and let your State’s 
Intestacy Laws do all the planning for you. State Intestate 
laws have power over who inherits property if no Will exists. 
Our Planned Giving brochure covers many of the commonly 
used planned giving methods including Last Will and Tes-
tament, Will Substitutes, Qualified Charitable Distributions, 
Life Insurance as a Planned Gift and Trusts. If you have ques-
tions about combining assets or making decisions for benefi-
ciaries after a second marriage, please contact Planned Giv-
ing Coordinator Howard Marchbanks at (513) 570-2343, or 
plannedgiving@ucg.org. 

Financial Considerations 
Regarding Assets and Blended Families

Days Dates Frequency Time Period
Mon-Fri 1/4-29 8x 7 a.m.-10 a.m.
Mon-Fri 1/4-29 20x 4 p.m.-8 p.m.
Mon-Fri 1/4-29 5x 7 p.m.-8 p.m.
Mon-Fri 1/4-29 7x 12 a.m.-2 a.m.
Sunday 1/3-24 12x 7 a.m.-2 p.m.

Two-Minute Beyond Today 
Programs on Newsmax

Airing Schedule

Jan. 17-23 Who Will Be the Final Superpower?
Presented by Gary Petty 
Literature offered: The Final Superpower


