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Review

Chapter 20—Regulations regarding warfare

�Israel was not to fear when they saw the enemy more numerous and with horses and chariots

�Exemptions from military service—built a house; planted a vineyard; betrothal to a woman

�Offer of peace to far away cities, outside of Canaan

Chapter 21—instructions for the judges when Moses is gone... “if” hypothetical situation

�Atonement for an unsolved murder 

�Israelite who desired to marry a foreign war prisoner

�Criminal hanged on a tree—bury him that day

Chapter 22—practical examples of loving our neighbor

�Return any item that belongs to your brother

�Safety precautions on a house—flat roof build a rail

�Integrity of marriage and sexual relationships



Chapter 23

1 "He who is emasculated by crushing or mutilation shall not enter the assembly of the LORD. 

2 "One of illegitimate birth shall not enter the assembly of the LORD; even to the tenth generation none of his 

descendants shall enter the assembly of the LORD. 

v. 1 (NSB) ‘emasculated’ means that all or part of the sexual organs had been removed. This was done to men who were 

put in charge of harems to prevent intercourse with the women. It was also a pagan religious practice. Genital 

mutilation was prohibited in Israel. 

v. 2 ‘illegitimate birth’ (KJV) ‘bastard’ (NSB) “may refer to the offspring of an illicit cultic union, such as the child of a 

temple prostitute.”

(NICOT, notes) (Heb. mamzer) “The mamzer would thus be the child ‘dedicated’ to a foreign god, by reason of its 

conception during some kind of temple fertility ritual.”

Laws for the community—who may or may not enter the congregation

v. 1 [last part] “assembly of the Lord”-- [KJV] “congregation of the Lord”= assembly (Companion)

(NICOT) “refers to the covenant people of God, particularly when they are gathered in his presence. 

‘Assembly; (Heb. qahal) “here the word has the general reference to Israel as a worshipping community.”



3 "An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter the assembly of the LORD; even to the tenth generation none of his descendants

shall enter the assembly of the LORD forever, Often means as long as certain conditions apply

4 because they did not meet you with bread and water on the road when you came out of Egypt, and because they hired against 

you Balaam the son of Beor from Pethor of Mesopotamia, to curse you. 

5 Nevertheless the LORD your God would not listen to Balaam, but the LORD your God turned the curse into a blessing for you, 

because the LORD your God loves you. 
6 You shall not seek their peace nor their prosperity all your days forever. (NIV) “as long as you live”

v. 3 “An Ammonite or Moabite shall not enter the assembly of the Lord”

The emphasis here, is not on the ancestry of the Ammonites and Moabites but on their hostile behavior toward Israel in 

the  journey from Egypt to Canaan [v.4]

v. 3 “tenth generation”

(Expositors) “The temporal reference in v.2-3 ‘to the tenth generation’ as verse six indicates, means as long as the nation 

exists.” (i.e. as long as these conditions exist)    (JFB) “an indefinite period”

Christ admonished disciples to love their enemies (Mat. 5:44)

Ephesians 2:19 
19 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 

household of God, 

Those excluded from the assembly of the Lord continued

New Testament teaching on the Church assembly



7 "You shall not abhor an Edomite, for he is your brother. You shall not abhor an Egyptian, because you were an alien in his land.

8 The children of the third generation born to them may enter the assembly of the LORD. 

The claims of kinship of Edomites through Esau, and the hospitality that Egypt showed initially to Israel, allowed the 

grandchildren of resident aliens from these nationalities to be included in the covenant community

v. 7-8  Those who may enter the assembly of the Lord 



9 "When the army goes out against your enemies, then keep yourself from every wicked thing. (NIV) “everything impure”

10 If there is any man among you who becomes unclean by some occurrence in the night, then he shall go outside the camp; he 

shall not come inside the camp.11 But it shall be, when evening comes, that he shall wash with water; and when the sun sets, he 

may come into the camp. 

12 Also you shall have a place outside the camp, where you may go out; 
13 and you shall have an implement among your equipment, and when you sit down outside, you shall dig with it and turn and 

cover your refuse. 
14 For the LORD your God walks in the midst of your camp, to deliver you and give your enemies over to you; therefore your 

camp shall be holy, that He may see no unclean thing among you, and turn away from you. 

(Und. Bible Com. Series) “These two laws show that the old saying ‘cleanliness is next to Godliness’ is more biblical 

than some have imagined. The text refers to ritual impurity, not immoral behavior, since the remedy is merely a day’s 

quarantine and washing. 

The instruction of verse 12 have obvious hygienic benefits, even though the explicit reason given is religious [v.14].

Physical cleanliness, ritual cleanliness, and moral holiness were interrelated.”

Uncleanness in the camp
v. 9-11--a ritual law no longer in effect



15 "You shall not give back to his master the slave who has escaped from his master to you. 

16 He may dwell with you in your midst, in the place which he chooses within one of your gates, where it seems best to him; you 

shall not oppress him. 

v. 15 ‘you shall not give back to his master’—opposite of the standard slave law

(Und. Bible Com. Series) “This is an astonishing law. It is diametrically opposite to the whole thrust of slave legislation 

in other near eastern law codes...the normal common rule in such legislation is that: any slave who runs away is 

subject to extreme penalties (sometimes death); anyone who harbors a runaway slave is also subject to penalty

v. 16 “He may dwell in your midst”—can choose where he wants to live

(NICOT) “In the present context, the legislation deals with a situation in which a slave escapes from his master in 

foreign country and seeks refuge in Israelite territory...in such a situation, the escaped slave was to be given 

sanctuary in Israel”

Refuge in Israel for a fugitive slave



17 "There shall be no ritual harlot of the daughters of Israel, or a perverted one of the sons of Israel.

18 You shall not bring the wages of a harlot or the price of a dog to the house of the LORD your God for any vowed offering, for 

both of these are an abomination to the LORD your God. 

(Und. Bible Com. Series) “Cult prostitutes were a common part of temple personnel and functioned in fertility cults in 

the religious cultures surrounding Israel. 

The normal practice with cult prostitution in the surrounding cultures was for the money given to a shrine prostitute to 

be given to the sanctuary.”

v. 18 “the price of a dog” [fig. of speech]

(NICOT) “refers to wages acquired from male prostitution”—[notes: may refer to some other type of temple personnel]

(Companion) (Heb. keleb) “but here, probably= priest (of the above orgies)

Deuteronomy 23:17 (KJV) 
17 There shall be no whore of the daughters of Israel, nor a sodomite of the sons of Israel. 

v.17 (Companion) “whore”= sodomitess. Heb. means one consecrated as such in connection with heathen worship. 

Sodomite—male connected with heathen worship (first occurrence of the word)



19 You shall not charge interest to your brother--interest on money or food or anything that is lent out at interest. 

20 To a foreigner you may charge interest, but to your brother you shall not charge interest, that the LORD your God may 

bless you in all to which you set your hand in the land which you are entering to possess. 

(Zondervan Bible Backgrounds commentary) “Interest was charged regularly and widely in the ancient near east. 

Rates of interest were sometimes expressed; the rate charged normally was 20 per cent for most loans, but 33 1/3 per 

cent for grain crops. 

Loans at high rates of interest were extended throughout the ancient near east, and temples were often the most 

used creditors.”

(Und. Bible Com. Series) “The prohibition on charging interest is found three times in the OT (Ex. 2:25; Lev. 25: 35-37, 

here).

In Israel, it was among the defining marks of righteousness that a person did not lend at interest.”

Mat. 25: 27 

“So you ought to have deposited my money with the bankers and at my coming I would have received back my own with interest”

v. 19-20  Not charging interest to a poor brother 



21 "When you make a vow to the LORD your God, you shall not delay to pay it; for the LORD your God will surely require it of 

you, and it would be sin to you. 

22 But if you abstain from vowing, it shall not be sin to you. 
23 That which has gone from your lips you shall keep and perform, for you voluntarily vowed to the LORD your God what you 

have promised with your mouth. 

(Und. Bible Com. Series) “Though entirely voluntary, once a vow is made to the Lord it is a serious matter and must be 

fulfilled. 

“That which has gone from your lips” is a principle that applies to many areas of life, not just promises to God in 

moments of great stress or relief. 



24 "When you come into your neighbor's vineyard, you may eat your fill of grapes at your pleasure, but you shall not put any in 

your container. 

25 When you come into your neighbor's standing grain, you may pluck the heads with your hand, but you shall not use a sickle 

on your neighbor's standing grain. 

(Und. Bible Com. Series) “This law is another example of the OT’s characteristic priority of needs over rights. Neighborly 

hospitality should allow a hungry traveler to something to eat from one’s crop without charge or grudge. 

On the other hand, this ancient (and still common) privilege should not be abused, actions tantamount to theft (the use 

of a basket or sickle)”



Chapter 24

1 "When a man takes a wife and marries her, and it happens that she finds no favor in his eyes because he has found some 

uncleanness in her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce, puts it in her hand, and sends her out of his house, 

2 when she has departed from his house, and goes and becomes another man's wife,

3 if the latter husband detests her and writes her a certificate of divorce, puts it in her hand, and sends her out of his house, or if 

the latter husband dies who took her as his wife, 

4 then her former husband who divorced her must not take her back to be his wife after she has been defiled; for that is an 

abomination before the LORD, and you shall not bring sin on the land which the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance. 

v. 4 “Must not take her back to be his wife”

(NIV App. Com.) “Moses declares that if the woman’s second husband divorces her or dies, the original husband may not 

change his mind and remarry her...the prohibition sought to protect the woman from further abuse from her first 

husband.”

v. 1 “uncleanness” (TEV) “something he doesn’t like”

(NICOT) “In this context, the words may indicate some physical deficiency in the woman, though this meaning is 

uncertain. [notes] “It is clear that the meaning cannot be adultery, for adultery was punishable by death (22:22).”

v.1-4  When a divorce takes place 

(Archer) “Verses 1-4 do not actually bestow any divine approval or blessing on divorce as such. It simply recognizes that 

divorce was practiced in Israelite society and seeks to mitigate the hardship and injustice accruing to the wife when her 

husband, displeased with her for some reason, decides to put her away, and send her back to her parents.”



Mark 10:2-9 
2 The Pharisees came and asked Him, "Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife?" testing Him. 

3 And He answered and said to them, "What did Moses command you?" 

4 They said, "Moses permitted a man to write a certificate of divorce, and to dismiss her."

5 And Jesus answered and said to them, "Because of the hardness of your heart he wrote you this precept. 

6 But from the beginning of the creation, God 'made them male and female.'
7 'For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife,

8 and the two shall become one flesh'; so then they are no longer two, but one flesh. 
9 Therefore what God has joined together, let not man separate." 

v.6-9 Christ shows that God’s original intent and purpose for marriage was that the union should not be broken

In Christ’s day husbands were divorcing their wives for any reason pointing to Deut. 24:1-4

�Christ corrected them

(BKC) “Moses wrote this law, Jesus said, in view of their hardheartedness, their obstinate refusal to accept God’s 

view of marriage. Moses acknowledged the presence of divorce in Israel but did not institute or authorize it.”



5 "When a man has taken a new wife, he shall not go out to war or be charged with any business; he shall be free at home 

one year, and bring happiness to his wife whom he has taken. 

6 "No man shall take the lower or the upper millstone in pledge, for he takes one's living in pledge. 

7 "If a man is found kidnapping any of his brethren of the children of Israel, and mistreats him or sells him, then that 

kidnapper shall die; and you shall put away the evil from among you. 

v. 5 The importance of marriage is shown by Moses in that a newly married man was not required to perform military 

service for a year, nor could be required to be away from home on business 

(Parallel) “God recognized the importance of a good adjustment in marriage, so the man was to remain at home with his 

wife during the first year of marriage.”

v. 5-7  Prohibitions regarding life

v. 6 (BKC) “Millstones were used daily in homes to grind grain in preparing meals. To take both or one of these as 

collateral for a debt would in effect deprive a man of his daily bread (livelihood) and therefore contradict the spirit of 

generosity which should have motivated the lender in the first place.”

v. 7 (BKC) “Apparently the crime of kidnapping was common in the ancient Near East...since the kidnapping was depriving 

his victim of freedom (by taking him as a slave or selling him) the kidnapper was to be punished by death—as though he 

had taken the victim’s life.” (Ex. 21:16)



8 "Take heed in an outbreak of leprosy, that you carefully observe and do according to all that the priests, the Levites, shall teach 

you; just as I commanded them, so you shall be careful to do. 

9 Remember what the LORD your God did to Miriam on the way when you came out of Egypt. 

v. 8 ‘leprosy’—refers to a broad range of skin diseases

“just as I commanded them”—Moses refers to the original instruction regarding skin diseases in Leviticus 13-14

v. 9 Moses used the example of Miriam who was struck by leprosy for opposing Moses [Num. 12] as motivation to 

follow the previous instructions regarding skin diseases

(Und. Bible Com. Series) “Deuteronomy’s concern for the moral and religious health of society here extends to the 

physical health also”



10 "When you lend your brother anything, you shall not go into his house to get his pledge. 
11 You shall stand outside, and the man to whom you lend shall bring the pledge out to you. 

12 And if the man is poor, you shall not keep his pledge overnight. 

13 You shall in any case return the pledge to him again when the sun goes down, that he may sleep in his own garment and 

bless you; and it shall be righteousness to you before the LORD your God. 

v. 10-13 Collecting pledges—garments/clothing

v. 10-11 (BKC) “The dignity of the borrower was preserved by prohibiting the lender to enter his house and take 

anything he might want as a pledge.”

v. 12-13 (BKC) “If the borrower was so poor that all he could offer as a pledge was his cloak (which served as a blanket 

at night) then the lender was to return it before nightfall. [Ex. 22: 26-27]. By acting in this manner the lender was 

loving his neighbor as himself.”



14 "You shall not oppress a hired servant who is poor and needy, whether one of your brethren or one of the aliens who is in 

your land within your gates. 

15 Each day you shall give him his wages, and not let the sun go down on it, for he is poor and has set his heart on it; lest he cry 

out against you to the LORD, and it be sin to you. 

v. 14-15 Proper treatment of workers

v. 14 “oppress” (Heb.) asaq—means to oppress by robbery or fraud

v. 15 “Each day you shall give him his wages”—His payment for work was to be prompt

(Und. Bible Com. Series) “poor and needy”

“This law refers to a particular category of workers, namely hired workers. These were people who had no permanent 

employment but were hired for short term jobs, and were often paid a daily wage. 

They were therefore more easily exploited...since daily pay was essential for daily food, any delay in payment meant 

immediate hunger for the worker and his family.”



16 Fathers shall not be put to death for their children, nor shall the children be put to death for their fathers; a person shall be 

put to death for his own sin. 

(Und. Bible Com. Series) “This law must be seen in its proper context—namely, the administration of criminal law in 

human courts.

While it is true theologically that each generations commitments and failures affect those that follow, the basic legal 

principle of individual responsibility is to be strictly applied.” (Ezek. 18:4)

17 "You shall not pervert justice due the stranger or the fatherless, nor take a widow's garment as a pledge.

18 But you shall remember that you were a slave in Egypt, and the LORD your God redeemed you from there; therefore I 

command you to do this thing. 

The very needy could easily be taken advantage through oppression by the courts and the wealthy—so these people were 

to be treated with love and justice...especially taking into account Israel’s former oppression in Egypt by Pharaoh

Ezekiel 18:4 (last part)

“The soul who sins shall die”



19 "When you reap your harvest in your field, and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall not go back to get it; it shall be for the

stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. 
20 When you beat your olive trees, you shall not go over the boughs again; it shall be for the stranger, the fatherless, and the 

widow. 
21 When you gather the grapes of your vineyard, you shall not glean it afterward; it shall be for the stranger, the fatherless, and 

the widow. 
22 And you shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt; therefore I command you to do this thing. 

This law made it possible for the very needy to glean during harvest time...by this means they were not reduced to being 

humiliated by begging or seeking welfare...they were given opportunity to work for food

Gleaning in the field  (Ex. 22:21-23; Lev. 19:9; 23:22)

Hebrews 13: 16

“But do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well pleased.”



Chapter 25

1 "If there is a dispute between men, and they come to court, that the judges may judge them, and they justify the righteous 

and condemn the wicked, 
2 then it shall be, if the wicked man deserves to be beaten, that the judge will cause him to lie down and be beaten in his 

presence, according to his guilt, with a certain number of blows.

3 Forty blows he may give him and no more, lest he should exceed this and beat him with many blows above these, and your 

brother be humiliated in your sight. 

v. 1-3  Prosecuting criminals

(BKC) “The primary intent of this law was to regulate corporal punishment. After a case was decided in court, the 

guilty man was to be flogged in the presence of the presiding judge who was to see that the penalty was carried out 

justly. The dignity of the guilty man as preserved to a degree by not allowing him to be beaten more than forty times.

By New Testament times the Jews had settled on 39 lashes as a safeguard against going over forty. (II Cor. 11:24)”

II Cor. 11:24

“From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus one”



4 "You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain.

(BKC) “Stresses the kindness and fairness to the animals that helped a person earn his daily bread. Paul’s use of this 

verse (I Cor. 9:9) did not imply that God did not care about oxen. Paul meant that if God cares about a working ox, how 

much more He cares about human laborers, especially those laboring for his kingdom.”

1 Corinthians 9:9 
9 For it is written in the law of Moses, "You shall not muzzle an ox while it treads out the grain." Is it oxen God is 

concerned about? 

Don’t prohibit the ox eating a little grain while he is working



5 "If brothers dwell together, and one of them dies and has no son, the widow of the dead man shall not be married to a 

stranger outside the family; her husband's brother shall go in to her, take her as his wife, and perform the duty of a husband's 

brother to her. 
6 And it shall be that the firstborn son which she bears will succeed to the name of his dead brother, that his name may not be 

blotted out of Israel. 

v. 5-10  The Levirate marriage—from Latin ‘brother-in-law’ (Taking care of the widow) 

(Und. Bible Com. Series) “The practice of the Levirate marriage was widespread in both ancient Israel (Gen. 38) and 

throughout the ancient near east.”

This was established so that the name of the dead brother’s name would not be lost in Israel. It was also a way to ensure 

that the widow would be provided for



7 But if the man does not want to take his brother's wife, then let his brother's wife go up to the gate to the elders, and say, 'My 

husband's brother refuses to raise up a name to his brother in Israel; he will not perform the duty of my husband's brother.‘

8 Then the elders of his city shall call him and speak to him. But if he stands firm and says, 'I do not want to take her,' 
9 then his brother's wife shall come to him in the presence of the elders, remove his sandal from his foot, spit in his face, and 

answer and say, 'So shall it be done to the man who will not build up his brother's house.' 

10 And his name shall be called in Israel, 'The house of him who had his sandal removed.' 

v. 9  “remove his sandal from his foot”

(NIV App. Com.) “The action represented a symbolic action of shame, but it also symbolized the transfer of the brother-

in-law’s rights to the deceased’s widow and to that portion of the patrimonial estate that her husband would have 

received when it was divided. Since the woman would take the sandal home, it would function like a receipt, providing 

concrete proof of the present legal proceedings. 

The Levirate marriage law is not applicable for the Church today:

1) It would cause a converted brother-in-law to marry an unconverted sister-in-law, or vice versa

2) It would violate the biblical teaching that a man be a husband of one wife

3) We can meet the spirit of the law—taking care of the widow without a marriage



11 "If two men fight together, and the wife of one draws near to rescue her husband from the hand of the one attacking 

him, and puts out her hand and seizes him by the genitals, 

12 then you shall cut off her hand; your eye shall not pity her.

(Und. Bible Com. Series) “Like the previous law, this law is concerned with actions that threaten family continuity. This 

woman’s action threatens the assailants ability to have children, if serious damage is inflicted. 

It is in fact the only case in OT law in which any form of physical mutilation is prescribed for a specific offense.”

Two Israelites fight-- Shame in the ancient world; action is deliberate

(Tyndale) “Clearly something more than shame must be at stake here....the penalty might be linked with the fact 

that the male organ of reproduction carried the covenant sign of circumcision. The woman’s action completely 

disregards this fact, so that her eventual punishment (cutting off the hand) is in line with the threat of the cutting 

off from Israel of disloyal covenant servants. (Gen. 17:14)”



13 "You shall not have in your bag differing weights, a heavy and a light. 
14 You shall not have in your house differing measures, a large and a small. 

15 You shall have a perfect and just weight, a perfect and just measure, that your days may be lengthened in the land 

which the LORD your God is giving you. 
16 For all who do such things, all who behave unrighteously, are an abomination to the LORD your God. 

(BKC) “The Israelites were to be totally honest in their business dealings. They could well afford to be so since it was 

ultimately the Lord who would withhold or give prosperity to them. Thus honesty in business was a way of proclaiming 

one’s faith in the Lord’s ability to support him and give him long life.”

v. 13-16 Fair and honest trade

Proverbs 11:1

“Dishonest scales are an abomination to the Lord, But a just weight is His delight”



17 "Remember what Amalek did to you on the way as you were coming out of Egypt, 
18 how he met you on the way and attacked your rear ranks, all the stragglers at your rear, when you were tired and weary; and 

he did not fear God. 

19 Therefore it shall be, when the LORD your God has given you rest from your enemies all around, in the land which the LORD 

your God is giving you to possess as an inheritance, that you will blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven. You 

shall not forget. 

(NICOT) “it was presented again to the Israelites as a reminder that there was unfinished business to perform once they 

had settled in the promised land.”

v. 17-19 Unfinished business with the Amalekites 

v. 18—not told in the Exodus account (Ex. 17)

(NIV App. Com.) “they violated fundamental principles of warfare, attacking the Israelites from the rear when they 

were exhausted and famished, primarily focusing on those that were lagging behind. Because of their immoral conduct 

in war they may be rightly condemned.

Moses hereby in effect declares, Woe to any who interfere with the plan of God”

Exodus 17:14 
14 Then the LORD said to Moses, "Write this for a memorial in the book and recount it in the hearing of Joshua, that I will 

utterly blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven." 



Lessons

"When you reap your harvest in your field, and forget a sheaf in the field, you shall not go back to get it; it shall be for 

the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow, that the LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. 

Remember the fatherless, widows and orphans

“You shall have a perfect and just weight, a perfect and just measure”

�Don’t cheat your brother...we are to always be honest in our dealings

We welcome anyone who wants to worship God in peace and harmony


