
The Ambassador Bible Col-
lege Charity Fun Show on March 
7, 2021 raised approximately 
$12,000 to support completion 
of two buildings for UCG con-
gregations in Ghana, providing 
meeting space for Sabbath ser-
vices and also serving as public 
community centers. The Fun 
Show also provided the building 
of something else—something 
with tremendous value that can-
not be easily measured.

For ABC students, staging 

this big event in the spring is 
one of their biggest challeng-
es; it also provides one of their 
greatest accomplishments. They 
must learn to plan various as-
pects of the program, divide the 
work among themselves, and 
cooperate to do what none of 
them could do alone. Working 
through the difficulties togeth-
er develops a unity in the class 
that could hardly occur by ar-
tificial means. The long hours 
of planning, preparation, and 
hard work leaves the students 
exhausted, but also exhilarated. 
They find that they can indeed 

surmount tough obstacles and 
work together in a program that 
brings benefit to many people. 

Another reason ABC con-
tinues asking students to put on 
an annual fun show for charity 
is that in doing so, they prac-
tice skills they can later use to 
help plan and conduct events 
and socials in their home con-
gregations. Ambassador grad-
uates have been putting such 
experience and skills to work in 
service to the Church for many 

South Africa, with a popula-
tion of about 60 million people, 
has 11 official languages! Afri-
kaans is spoken as a first or sec-
ond language by only approxi-
mately 17 million.

So why translate UCG book-
lets into Afrikaans—a language 
spoken by so relatively few?

Afrikaans-speaking people 
make up a group descended 
from early Dutch and French 
Huguenot settlers who came 
to South Africa beginning in 
about 1652.

For quite some time, we 
have felt a responsibility to take 
the gospel to this group. We 
spent time looking for a practi-
cal way to realize this desire to 
reach more people with the gos-
pel—while keeping in mind our 
limited resources and the ne-
cessity of maintaining the best 
possible standard of work for a 
project of this nature. 

We concluded that Afri-
kaans would be the most man-
ageable place to start.

Therefore, United Church 
of God, South Africa set about 
looking at how to accomplish 
this in the most effective way. 
Having settled on Afrikaans as 
the chosen language, we then 
decided that an up-to-date 
website was required as a good 
foundation to better promote 
our new material. So, a search 
was undertaken to identify a 
design that would be fast, effec-
tive, user-friendly and appeal-
ing. We set about searching for 
a website design that would best 
suit our needs. The beauty of 
modern technology is that we’re 
now able to reach the many Af-
rikaans-speaking South Afri-
cans spread across the globe—
in the U.S., UK, Australia, New 
Zealand, Canada and many Eu-
ropean countries. 

We held many discussions 
with our colleagues around 
the world and discovered true 
brotherly love and assistance 

in all aspects of our quest. The 
Australian UCG site ticked all 
the boxes. To our joy and grat-
itude UCG Australia offered to 
pay for the creation of our web-
site and offered us the services 
of their web designer, Geoff 
Robinson, who attends the Bris-

bane, Queensland, congrega-
tion. With help from Monique 
Webster (also of Brisbane), a 
former resident of South Africa 
who is fluent in Afrikaans, they 
produced a superb website—
ucg.org.za.

Everything was falling into 
place, and by the time the home 

office in Cincinnati had ap-
proved the allocation of funds 
to cover the cost of translation 
and layout, we had a plan and a 
team ready to go. Together with 
website assistance from Austra-
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International Team Translates 
UCG Booklets Into Afrikaans

lia, layout files supplied by the 
Cincinnati home office as well 
as the Dutch office, our ambi-
tious three-year, one-title-per-
month project was under way.

Those leading this project 
include Port Elizabeth elder 
Clive Demont, project man-
ager, and Mariana Simons, a 
deaconess in the Cape Town 
congregation and former Afri-
kaans teacher, who is the trans-
lator. Barbara Botha of Cape 
Town is the proofreader. Vivien 
Botha, an elder in Cape Town, 
is the layout and production 
coordinator, while Isella Wallis, 
the UCG office manager and a 
member in Gauteng, performs 

administrative duties.
Being acutely aware of the 

need to accurately present the 
gospel and the doctrines of the 
Church, we’ve been blessed in 
establishing a team entirely 
within the Church. 

Particularly challenging is 
explaining Greek and Hebrew 
words, and when dealing with 
Bible translations (for example 
in the How to Understand the 
Bible booklet), Mariana had to 
do independent research about 
Afrikaans Bible translations.

So far, we’ve completed 10 
titles, with the 11th almost done. 
Response so far has been slow, 
but as more and more titles are 
completed, we look forward to 
a steady increase. UN

years now. 
The proceeds from this year’s 

fundraiser will directly benefit 
the congregations of Kwanyako 
and Winneba, Ghana.

Kwanyako sits approximately 
120 miles west of Ghana’s capi-
tal city of Accra. On its outskirts 
is a village region containing a 
UCG congregation of approxi-
mately 50 members. Our breth-
ren currently meet in a primi-
tive, open-air structure that has 
been condemned by the local 
government. The reason for this 
condemnation pertains to the 
high-tension power lines that 
were installed overhead of the 
structure, thus placing it into 
the newly established right of 
way zone which must be vacat-
ed. This has resulted in the need 
to relocate our congregation to a 
new meeting location.

Two years ago, ground was 
broken for a new meeting facility 
on a piece of bare property that 
was purchased by UCG-Ghana. 
The funds for this land came 
from private donations. The 
building structure itself is a 
Good Works project designed to 
not only give our congregation 
a place to meet on the Sabbath, 
but also a location where they 
can conduct community out-
reach projects and events that 
bring benefit to those beyond 
our congregation.

Helping finish this building 
project was the primary focus 
of this year’s ABC (partnered 
with LifeNets) fundraiser. Walls 
for the Kwanyako structure have 
already been erected. Approxi-
mately one third of the walled-in 
area will serve as the main meet-
ing facility, with the remaining 
portion of the compound serv-
ing as a secure courtyard for 

our other activities.The donated 
funds will go towards putting 
the roof on the meeting portion 
of this structure and completing 
the weather-tight environment 
for our church members to as-
semble in on the Sabbath. This 
facility will also provide a func-
tional location for carrying out 
the church’s community-based 
activities throughout the week. 
Having an enclosed building 
with a walled compound is a 
great asset in this region and will 
provide opportunities for future 
expansion of church, business 
and community ventures, with a 
place to safely operate, maintain 
and store locally-owned equip-
ment and produce.

Much of the work to erect 
this structure is being done by 
hand by our members. Only a 
minimal portion of the work has 
been hired out to outside con-
tractors in an effort to minimize 
costs where possible. 

The United Church of God 
in Kwanyako functions much 
like a community church. Most 
of its members live within close 
proximity to the meeting loca-
tion, in the surrounding village 
area. Many walk to church ser-
vices each Sabbath, with a few 
riding motorbikes or taking 
hired transport.  

 Almost all of our members 
in this region are farmers by oc-
cupation. They grow crops for 
their own personal consump-
tion, as well as for sale to the 
public. Once completed, this 
structure will provide a secure 
location for both church and 
community members to come 
together in the processing of 
their goods for sale and trade, 
as well as coordinating outreach 
projects that will benefit the 
needs of the community. This 

centralized interaction will also 
provide our brethren with great-
er opportunity to spread the 
true gospel of Jesus Christ and 
the soon coming Kingdom of 
God in their region. 

A portion of the proceeds 
from the fundraiser will also be 
going towards helping with the 
building needs of the congrega-
tion in Winneba, Ghana. Win-
neba is an historic fishing port 
in the southern coastal region of 
Ghana. The UCG congregation 
there totals approximately 50+ 
members. They are in dire need 
of structural renovations and 
weatherproofing to their exist-
ing structure. The name Winne-
ba means, “Windy Bay.” As such, 
this region is known for its pen-
etrating sideways rains during 
the wet season. Sealing those 
rains out of the meeting facility 
is essential.  

Additionally, there are no re-
stroom facilities of any kind on 
this site. The church members 
have been working to make con-
crete block by hand in the hopes 
of constructing small wash-
rooms and a much-needed com-
pound wall as well. The LifeNets 
contribution will make a dra-
matic difference to the sound-
ness and sanitation of this meet-
ing facility where our brethren 
congregate each Sabbath.

The construction efforts on 
both projects are set to move 
forward throughout the up-
coming spring and summer. 
COVID-19 restrictions do tend 
to play a factor in the pace of 
the work. LifeNets will be kept 
apprised with periodic updates 
and pictures documenting the 
progress as it moves forward. 
We extend gratitude to all who 
have contributed their support 
to this important project. UN

Afrikaans Translation, cont.

Top: Mariana Simons is the main translator for the project.
Bottom left: Vivien Botha coordinates layout and production of the booklets. 
Bottom right: Examples of some of the sources used in the translation project.

Charity Fun Show Supports Church Buildings in Ghana

Charity Fun Show, cont.

Left: Ambassador Bible College students hosted a virtual fun show to raise funds 
for the congregations in Kwanyako and Winneba, Ghana.

 Right: The new structure, reflecting progress that has been made to date. The structure has yet to be covered and finished.

Continued . . . 



When the disciples asked Je-
sus for a sign of His coming and 
the end of the age, Jesus spoke 
of deceptions, wars and rumors 
of wars; between nations as well 
as between ethnicities. Does 
this sound familiar? It sounds 
a lot like our daily news! Very 
little news coverage focuses on 
anything positive and as a re-
sult, many people feel unset-
tled, anxious or stressed. They 
struggle to maintain peace and 
calm in their lives.

Could it be that we don’t 
understand that peace is not 
merely the absence of conflict? 
That peace does not depend 
upon what is happening around 
us? That the peace God wants 
us to have, is possible even in 
the midst of conflict? It is un-
conditional; we can be at peace 
regardless of what may be hap-
pening in our lives.

On the night that Jesus was 
crucified, He told His disciples 
that the Father would send the 
Holy Spirit to dwell in them, to 
teach them all things and bring 
into remembrance all that Jesus 
taught. Then He said, “Peace I 
leave with you, My peace I give 
to you; not as the world gives 
do I give to you. Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it 
be afraid” (John 14:27).

Jesus’ did not say that they 
would have lives without con-
flict. What He said was that the 
peace from God exists regard-
less of the circumstances of 
their lives. He said it has noth-
ing to do with what is going on 
in the world, in fact later on 
He also told them there will be 
tribulation, but they should still 
have peace (John 16:33).

What is the key to hav-
ing true peace in our lives? 
Psalm 85:10 holds a key for 
us, “Righteousness and peace 
have kissed.” Can you think of 
a more beautiful, intimate de-
scription of what is necessary 
to have peace in our lives? The 
word “kissed” is used here as a 
metaphor to describe the close-
ly-knit connection of these two 
attributes.

The words righteousness and 
peace are frequently united in 

the Scriptures. For example, the 
Kingdom of God is described 
as, “not eating and drinking, but 
righteousness and peace and joy 
in the Holy Spirit . . . Therefore 
let us pursue the things which 
make for peace and the things 
by which one may edify anoth-
er” (Romans 14:17, 19). 

Peace that can be disrupted 
by news headlines, a hurtful 
comment, a health trial or an-
gry coworker is not true peace. 
That “peace” is conditional 
upon having no conflict in our 
lives. If we think peace will 
come only when all our prob-
lems or frustrations are solved, 
then we will never experience 
true peace.

True peace comes from hav-
ing a right relationship with 
God; the Holy Spirit is our Help-
er in this regard. Peace starts 
with a change within ourselves. 
The apostle Paul wrote, “For to 
be carnally minded is death, but 
to be spiritually minded is life 
and peace” (Romans 8:6). He 
also wrote, “Be anxious for noth-
ing, but in everything by prayer 
and supplication, with thanks-
giving, let your requests be made 
known to God; and the peace of 
God, which surpasses all under-
standing, will guard your hearts 
and minds through Christ Jesus” 
(Philippians 4:6-7).

Jesus said that the cure for 
being overly anxious in this life 
is to, “seek first the kingdom 
of God and His righteousness” 
(Matthew 6:33).

The peace that God wants us 
to have is not affected by what is 
going on in the world around us! 
The pursuit of peace, requires 
the pursuit of rightousness, be-
cause “righteousness and peace 
have kissed.” UN
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Peace in Our Lives

Updates from Ministerial and Member Services

Len Martin serves as Chairman of the Council of Elders. Ordained in 
1999, he currently pastors congregations in Cambridge, Columbus 
and Mansfield, Ohio. He can be reached at len_martin@ucg.org. 

What is the key to having true peace in our lives?

The Burlington, Washington, congregation (formerly 
known as Sedro-Woolley) is now pastored by Rob Slocum. 
John Elliott will continue to pastor the congregations in 
southern British Columbia.

On Feb. 23, 2021, Ken Vail was re-credentialed by the 
United Church of God. He and his wife, Joy, serve in the Ta-
coma, Washington, congregation.

On March 27, 2021, Wayne Ward was ordained into the 
ministry. He has been transferred to the Okanagan Valley 
where he serves as an assistant pastor in southern British 
Columbia, Canada.

On March 28, 2021, Jeff Brown was ordained into the 
ministry. He and his wife, Julie, serve in the Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, congregation.

At the beginning of April, Troy Phelps was hired to serve 
as a Ministerial Trainee. Troy and his wife, Cindy, serve in the 
Cincinnati congregations.

Chris Rowland

The peace from 
God exists 
regardless of the 
circumstances of 
their lives.



This issue of United News 
will span the Day of Pentecost 
that occurs this year on Sunday, 
May 16. It was on this day that 
the spiritual Church of God was 
founded through a supernatu-
ral miracle! The promised Holy 
Spirit was generously poured out 
upon the assembly of Christ’s 
disciples in power. It was indeed 
a glorious and singular day in hu-
man history.

Just before the miracle oc-
curred, the disciples were assem-
bled together “with one accord” 
(Acts 2:1). What does that mean? 
Is that just a label or a hopeful 
thought? To be “with one accord” 
is what Jesus passionately prayed 
for concerning His followers 
shortly before being tortured and 
killed.

In that passage, Jesus is also 
praying for us today! “I do not 
pray for these alone, but also 

for those who will believe in Me 
through their word [including 
you and me]; that they all may 
be one, as You, Father, are in Me, 
and I in You; that they also may 
be one in Us, that the world may 
believe that You sent Me. And the 
glory which You gave Me I have 
given them, that they may be 
one just as We are one: I in them, 
and You in Me; that they may be 
made perfect in one, and that the 
world may know that You have 
sent Me, and have loved them as 
You have loved Me” (John 17:20-
23, emphasis added throughout).

And so, we see that it was 
Jesus Christ’s intense desire that 
His followers stick together and 
be united together in purpose 
and action. The apostle Paul il-
luminated that desire further 
in writing about the Passover: 
“The cup of blessing which we 
bless, is it not the communion 

[Greek koinonia—deep fellow-
ship] of the blood of Christ? The 
bread which we break, is it not 
the communion of the body of 
Christ? For we, though many, are 
one bread and one body” (1 Cor-
inthians 10:16-17).

The United Church of God’s 
Vision Statement is drawn di-
rectly from what is called the 
“unity chapter” of Ephesians: 
“The whole body, joined and 
knit together by what every joint 
supplies, according to the effec-
tive working by which every part 
does its share, causes growth of 
the body for the edifying of it-
self in love” (Ephesians 4:16).

Unity represents the out-
come of having a shared pur-
pose and vision, a purpose that 
we all actively work toward! To 
achieve it, we must get in har-
mony with Christ’s prayer and 
diligently, as individuals, strive 
to all support and advance that 
collective purpose as one body 
in one accord.

Let’s also consider how Paul 
prefaces this. He urgently di-
rects us today to “walk worthy 
of the calling with which you 
were called” (Ephesians 4:1). 
How do we do this? “Always be 
humble and gentle. Be patient 
with each other, making allow-
ance for each other’s faults be-
cause of your love” (Ephesians 
4:2, New Living Translation).

And here is Paul’s chief call 
to action: “Make every effort to 
keep yourselves united in the 
Spirit, binding yourselves to-
gether with peace” (Ephesians 
4:3, NLT). Why does Paul write 
this? Because there is “one body 
and one Spirit  .  .  . one glorious 

hope for the future . . . one Lord, 
one faith, one baptism  .  .  .  one 
God and Father” (Ephesians 
4:4-6, NLT). This directly re-
flects the substance of Jesus’ 
prayer for each of us!

Peace is not simply the ab-
sence of conflict. Pursuing and 
supporting our great purpose as 
a spiritual assembly—preaching 
the powerful gospel of the King-
dom and preparing ourselves for 
entry into that Kingdom as the 
very children of God—requires 
great effort and work by each of 
us. When we do so, when we are 
so minded and motivated, we 
have peace and unity!

Peace is the glue that cre-
ates a spiritual bond. Jesus said, 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they shall be called sons of 
God” (Matthew 5:9). We have 
to be willing to wage spiritual 
peace rather than war in our 
daily lives. Of course, the wag-
ing of peace represents a more 
difficult challenge. It is far easier 
to tear down than to build up. 
But it is worth the effort. With 
God’s help, we can overcome 
the baser parts of our nature. 
We can put out anger, envy and 
pride—the mental and spiritu-
al states that lead to words that 
hurt and harm.

This condition of unity—of 
being of one accord—is some-
thing we cannot take for grant-
ed. This critically important 
spiritual condition must be cul-

tivated, forged and rigorously 
maintained.

When Paul asked the Phi-
lippians to “fulfill my joy,” how 
did he expect that to happen? 
He explains in detail that we 
are to “be like-minded, having 
the same love, being of one ac-
cord, of one mind” (Philippi-
ans 2:2). How do we get here? 
“Let nothing be done through 
selfish ambition or conceit, but 
in lowliness of mind let each 
esteem others better than him-
self ” (Philippians 2:3). A critical 
focus? “Let each of you look out 
not only for his own interests, 
but also for the interests of oth-
ers” (Philippians 2:4).

It is easy to write and read 
these precepts, but it requires 
effort and focus to achieve 
them. The Greek congregation 
at Corinth had some problems. 
How did Paul direct them to 
resolve them? Commanding 
them with the very authority of 
Jesus Christ, he said that every-
one should “all speak the same 
thing, and that there be no di-
visions among you, but that you 
be perfectly joined together in 
the same mind and in the same 
judgment” (1 Corinthians 1:10).

As we approach Pentecost, 
let’s rededicate ourselves to our 
wonderful purpose; let’s all do 
our part to be a genuinely uni-
fied Body, a UNITED Church 
for those whom God is calling 
that lives up to its name! UN 

President’s Letter: Jesus’ Prayer for Us Today4

Active in the ministry for more than five decades both in the U.S. 
and abroad, Victor Kubik serves as President of the United Church 
of God. He can be reached at victor_kubik@ucg.org

Jesus Christ desires that His followers be united together in purpose and action.

Year Passover Evening First Day  of
Unleavened Bread

Last Day of 
Unleavened Bread

Day of 
Pentecost

Feast of 
Trumpets

Day of 
Atonement

Feast of 
Tabernacles Begins

Eighth Day

2021 Fri., March 26 Sun., March 28 Sat., April 3 Sun., May 16 Tues., Sept. 7 Thurs., Sept. 16 Tues., Sept. 21 Tues., Sept. 28

2022 Thurs., April 14 Sat., April 16 Fri., April 22 Sun., June 5 Mon., Sept. 26 Weds., Oct. 5 Mon., Oct. 10 Mon., Oct. 17

2023 Tues., April 4 Thurs., April 6 Weds., April 12 Sun., May 28 Sat., Sept. 16 Mon., Sept. 25 Sat., Sept. 30 Sat., Oct. 7

2024 Sun., April 21 Tues., April 23 Mon., April 29 Sun., June 16 Thurs., Oct. 3 Sat., Oct. 12 Thurs., Oct. 17 Thurs., Oct. 24

2025 Fri., April 11 Sun., April 13 Sat., April 19 Sun., June 1 Tues., Sept. 23 Thurs., Oct. 2 Tues., Oct. 7 Tues., Oct. 14

2026 Tues., March 31 Thurs., April 2 Weds., April 8 Sun., May 24 Sat., Sept. 12 Mon., Sept. 21 Sat., Sept. 26 Sat., Oct. 3

2027 Tues., April 20 Thurs., April 22 Weds., April 28 Sun., June 13 Sat., Oct. 2 Mon., Oct. 11 Sat., Oct. 16 Sat., Oct. 23

2028 Sun., April 9 Tues., April 11 Mon., April 17 Sun., June 4 Thurs., Sept. 21 Sat., Sept. 30 Thurs., Oct. 5 Thurs., Oct. 12

2029 Thurs., March 29 Sat., March 31 Fri., April 6 Sun., May 20 Mon., Sept. 10 Weds., Sept. 19 Mon., Sept. 24 Mon., Oct. 1

2030 Tues., April 16 Thurs., April 18 Weds., April 24 Sun., June 9 Sat., Sept. 28 Mon., Oct. 7 Sat., Oct. 12 Sat., Oct. 19

2031 Sun., April 6 Tues., April 8 Mon., April 14 Sun., June 1 Thurs., Sept. 18 Sat., Sept. 27 Thurs., Oct. 2 Thurs., Oct. 9

Holy Day Calendar for the Next Ten Years You asked, we answered! Some have requested that United News publish the dates of the Holy Days for the 
next decade. We hope this is a helpful planning tool as we prepare for the Holy Days each year.

https://www.ucg.org/holy-day-calendar


Births

Ketzia Sarah Grace Reynolds
Joshua and Tamara (Crow) 

Reynolds of Citrus Heights, 
California, are happy to an-
nounce the birth of their sec-
ond daughter and sixth child, 
Ketzia Sarah Grace Reynolds. 
She was born on July 24, 2020 at 
7:08 p.m., weighing 7 pounds, 2 
ounces and measuring 19 inches 
long. Ketzia is the eighth grand-
child of Fred and Sue Crow of 
San Jose, California, and the 
thirteenth grandchild of Wilda 
McGaughey of McKinleyville, 
California. She is welcomed to 
the family by her big brothers, 
Yoshiyahu, Azariyah, Otniel 
and Mikayahu, and her big sis-
ter Alona is thrilled to have a 
sister in the family. 

Ketzia is full of personality 
and feistiness. She is a joy and a 
beautiful addition to the family!

Rose Elizabeth Russell
Wesley and Stephanie Rus-

sell of the Columbus, Ohio, 
congregation are thrilled to an-
nounce the birth of their daugh-
ter, Rose Elizabeth Russell. Ros-
ie was born on Dec. 31, 2020 at 
6:23 p.m., weighing 7 pounds. 
6 ounces and measuring 19.5 
inches long. She is also adored 
by her grandparents, Steve and 
Linda Martens of Columbus, 
Ohio, and Doug and Liz Russell 
of Los Angeles, California. 

Weddings

Jake and Megan Crouse
Shawn and Beth Cortelyou 

and Bobbie Crouse are delight-
ed to announce the marriage of 

their children, Megan Corte-
lyou and Jake Crouse. The two 
were wed on Sunday, Nov. 15, 
2020, in La Porte, Indiana.

The ceremony was officiat-
ed by Shawn Cortelyou, father 
of the bride. It was an intimate 
wedding, with 32 wonderful 
friends and family in atten-
dance. The power went out 
during dinner, but it only add-
ed to the charm of the evening 
and couldn’t have been better 
timed, with twinkle lights and 
flashlights at the ready.

Jake and Megan currently 
live in Gilbert, Arizona, and at-
tend the Phoenix East congre-
gation.

Kevin and Sarah Greer
Todd and Tina Greer from 

the Kalamazoo, Michigan, 
congregation are happy to an-
nounce the marriage of their 
son Kevin to Sarah Gill, daugh-
ter of Larry and Jill Gill from 
Chicago, Illinois, on Aug. 15, 
2020. COVID-19 forced them 
to change their original plans, 
but the ceremony they were 
able to have was beautiful and 
perfect. 

After the small ceremo-
ny at their original location, 
they held a festive reception in 
the backyard with friends and 
family. God blessed them with 
perfect weather and a beauti-
ful day—and most importantly, 
they’re married!

Obituaries

Gail Chestnut
Gail Chestnut died on Nov. 

12, 2020 at 92 years of age. Gail 
was a longtime member of the 
Church of God. She was bap-

tized on Aug. 7, 1975. She faith-
fully served the brethren whom 
she loved from Atlanta, Georgia, 
to Orlando, Florida, moving 
back to Macon, Georgia, where 
she attended services as a ded-
icated deaconess until she be-
came homebound. She suffered 
much pain and discomfort in 
her last days due to a cancer that 
had permeated her frail body, 
but she was a trooper to the end.

Gail is now asleep. She awaits 
the resurrection unto life when 
she will receive her promised 
crown at the glorious return of 
Jesus Christ.

 Raymond Merlin Hill 
Raymond Merlin Hill, 94, of 

Mahomet, Illinois, formerly of 
Syracuse, Nebraska, died Sun-
day, April 4, 2021, at Accolade 
Healthcare of Paxton Senior 
Living, Paxton, Illinois.

Merlin was a faithful, pa-
tient, caring, longtime mem-
ber, attending the Lincoln and 
Omaha, Nebraska, congrega-
tions since the late 1970s.

Merlin was born on Aug. 15, 
1926, the son of Raymond C. 
and Dorothy Hill, in Clay Cen-
ter, Kansas. Upon graduating 
from high school in 1944, he 
joined the U.S. Navy and served 
on the USS Alabama support-
ing the advancement of marines 
in the Pacific. He was among 
the initial occupying forces in 
Japan and witnessed the dev-
astated remains of Hiroshima 
within a week of the bombing, 
in August of 1945.

After the war, Merlin re-
turned to Kansas and married 
his high school sweetheart, Iris 
Elaine Todd, on Aug. 17, 1947, 
at the Presbyterian Church in 
Clay Center. After graduating 
from the University of Kansas 

with a pharmacy degree, the 
Hills moved to Syracuse, where 
they raised a family of four chil-
dren: Larry, Alan, Chuck and 
Teresa. Merlin purchased the 
downtown pharmacy, which 
he operated for 23 years as Hill 
Pharmacy before he became a 
partner in Town and Country 
Pharmacy for another 10 years. 
Merlin and Iris were married 
for over 67 years, until Iris’ 
passing on Jan. 16, 2015, in Ma-
homet, Illinois.

Merlin is survived by his four 
children, Larry (Linda Mohr) 
Hill of Minneapolis, Minnesota; 
Alan (Tammy) Hill of Fort Col-
lins, Colorado; Chuck (Marcy) 
Hill of Maitland, Florida; and 
Teresa Hasken of Brownsburg, 
Indiana; by seven grandchil-
dren and five great-grandchil-
dren. Merlin was preceded in 
death by his parents, by his 
brother, Delroy Hill and by his 
wife, Iris.

Anyone who lived in or 
near Syracuse from the 1960s 
through the 1990s will remem-
ber Merlin not only as the help-
ful, local pharmacist—often 
seen making deliveries in “The 
Pill Wagon”—but as a pillar and 
mainstay of the community. 
He set an example for many by 
playing various roles in com-
munity life through a host of 
civic organizations. 

Besides his service through 
Lions Club, Syracuse Rescue 
Squad, the City Planning Com-
mission and the Good Samari-
tan Care Center building com-
mittee, he often shouldered 
other leadership responsibili-
ties, serving as Director of the 
Nebraska Pharmaceutical As-
sociation, President of the Syr-
acuse Chamber of Commerce, 
SDA School Board President, 

member of the Good Samaritan 
Care Center Advisory Board, 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
Commander and Veteran’s 
Service Officer. In 1975 he was 
honored with the Syracuse 
Journal-Democrat’s Communi-
ty Service Award, and in 1990 
was selected as the Nebraska 
recipient of the A. H. Robins 
Co. “Bowl of Hygeia” award, to 
honor pharmacists who have 
contributed to their communi-
ties. A man of faith, Merlin was 
also active in his church, the 
United Church of God.

Merlin and Iris made many 
dear friends in the Syracuse 
area, and their home was often 
open to guests. In 2014, after 60 
years in Syracuse, they moved 
to Mahomet, Illinois, to be near 
their daughter Teresa and her 
family. Merlin remained in Ma-
homet until his death. He will 
be sorely missed.

Ketzia Sarah Grace Reynolds

July 24, 2020

Rose Elizabeth Russell

Dec. 31, 2020 

Kevin & Sarah Greer

Aug. 15, 2020

Gail Chestnut

April 27, 1928-Nov. 12, 2020 

Announcements Announcements 5

Jake & Megan Crouse

Nov. 15, 2020

Please see page 6

Raymond Merlin Hill

Aug. 15, 1926-April 4, 2021



In 1967 when I was married 
to my first wife, Marion, and liv-
ing in Minneapolis, Minnesota, 
my brother Ron came for a visit 
while he was on spring break. A 
student at Ambassador College 
in Pasadena, California, he in-
troduced me to some of his be-
liefs and what he was learning at 
this college. 

While he was staying with 
us, he decided to go to church 
on the Sabbath, as had become 
his custom. He got dressed in 
his suit and headed out the 
door with his Bible, walking to-
ward his car which was parked 
up against the curb in front of 
our home. Suddenly, he made 
a ninety degree turn and head-
ed down the sidewalk, walking 
away from his car. When I saw 
this sudden turn, I yelled out 
the door, “Ron, where are you 
going? Don’t you need the car?”

Ron replied, “No, the church 
is just around the corner in the 
Labor Temple Hall.”  

He continued on his way and 
disappeared around the corner 
of our block. When he returned 
home after services, he told me 
about the sermon and what he 
had learned. I mentioned that 
each week when we sat on our 
back porch on Saturdays, we 
had been hearing music and 
singing and we always won-
dered about where it was com-
ing from. The Labor Temple was 
only half a block from our rental 
home and it had huge windows. 
Apparently the windows were 
open during services and the 
music had drifted our way. 

Before Ron left, he supplied 
us with contact information for 
the home office. Soon we con-
tacted headquarters in Pasade-
na. A few weeks later, Sherwin 
McMichael and his assistant 
came to visit and invited us to 
church. The very next week we 
put on our Sabbath clothes and 
my family, which consisted of 
my wife and our two children, 
Christine and Jim, and I walked 
open in the Labor Temple just 
around the corner from our 
home. Church services were 
held in a large hall on the sec-
ond floor. When we got there, 
I went over to the window—I 
could see our home and the 
back porch where we usually sat 
on Saturday mornings.

Before long we were cele-
brating Pentecost and then the 
fall Holy Days, which led up to 
the Feast of Tabernacles, which 
we didn’t quite understand yet. 
One Sabbath, one of the breth-
ren asked me, “Where are you 
going to for the Feast?”

I asked, “Well, where is the 
Feast?”

“Squaw Valley, California!” 
He answered.

I said, “That’s a long way.”
He commented, “Yup, a little 

over 2,000 miles from Minneap-
olis.”

“Well, I just came into the 
Church around Pentecost and I 
don’t have enough Second Tithe 
money saved up to drive that 
far,” I said.

He offered to pay the expens-
es for our family and help us 
get there. In the end, two fam-
ilies pooled their resources to 
help us get there and back. We 
followed them to the Feast that 
year (1967) and they even paid 
for our car’s starter when it went 
out in Salt Lake City, Utah. They 
didn’t expect anything in return. 
They also rented a chalet for us 
and stocked our refrigerator. 

Both my wife and I got bap-
tized at the same time in the 
summer of 1968 in the base-
ment of Elwood Olsen’s home 

where he had a baptismal tub. 
I was a quality control man-

ager for a small company in 
1970 and that year, they refused 
to let me go to the Feast. I went 
anyway and when I came back 
my job had been terminated. 
Then, after three years of run-
ning my own home mainte-
nance business, the economy in 
Minneapolis took a downturn 
and went into a recession. The 
work dried up. However, I se-
cured a job in Mankato for a re-
lay manufacturing company. So 
we moved to southern Minne-
sota in the winter of 1973. There 
was no congregation meeting 
in Mankato at that time and the 
180-mile round trip to services 
was discouraging because our 
finances were very low. By that 
time, we had added two more 
children to the mix and Marion 
did not want to attend Church 
anymore, so I drifted away like a 
boat without an anchor and fol-
lowed my family.  

After eleven years of drifting 
aimlessly from one job to an-
other; starting several compa-
nies which failed and attending 
the Methodist Church with my 
wife for the kids’ sake, the mar-
riage ended in a divorce and I 
lost everything, including the 
kids. Eventually I moved back 
to Minneapolis because of a 
venture with my business part-

ner. One day, after this business 
failed, I went into a store to buy 
a can of soup and noticed Plain 
Truth Magazine on a wire rack at 
the entrance of the store as I was 
leaving. I saw it out of the cor-
ner of my eye, but walked past 
it. Then it was as if an angel put 
his hand on my shoulder and 
pulled me back to take a second 
look at the publication. I walked 
forward again and felt that same 
hand on my shoulder pulling 
me back. I backed up, picked up 
the magazine and went outside 
to sit on a park bench to read it. 

This was the turning point 
to bring me back to the Church. 
After contacting the home office 
and getting a letter from Mr. 
Kubik; I drove over to his house 
to talk to him. He put me on the 
spot and asked, “What do you 
want to do?”

I replied, “I want to come 
back to Church.”

So, in 1985 Mr. Kubik 
re-baptized me and soon there-
after I moved to St. Petersburg, 
Florida to live with my brother 
for a while because he wanted to 
help me get back on my feet. At 
the time he was the pastor of the 
St. Petersburg congregation. 

In 1988, God blessed me 
with a new wife named Dagmar, 
who was born in Holland, and I 
have continued to stick with the 
truth. UN

By Gary L. Howe

Left: Gary in 1968, just after coming into the Church.
 Right: Gary now attends in St. Petersburg, Florida, with his wife, Dagmar.

The Church Around the Corner6

As a new, regular feature in United News, we are including stories 
of how God has called various people into the His Church over the 
years. If you’d like to submit your story, please send it along with 
a photo to un@ucg.org. Stories may be edited for length and/or 
clarity and not all submissions may be published. We hope this 
section proves interesting and encouraging to readers.

Garnet Jean Pulliam
Garnet Jean Pulliam (née 

Henderson), 90, passed away on 
Tuesday, March 23, 2021. Jean 

was an ordained deaconess in 
the Cincinnati, Ohio, congrega-
tions. She was also the Execu-
tive Secretary for the President 

of GAP Inc. before retiring. She 
loved sports and was an avid fan 
of Kentucky Wildcats basket-
ball, Cincinnati Bengals football 
and Cincinnati Reds baseball. In 
fact, Jean worked for the Reds for 
a short while. She and her hus-
band, elder Ken Pulliam of the 
Cincinnati congregations, trav-
eled extensively including Italy, 
England, Canada, Bahamas, Ha-
waii and Key West, Florida, just 
to name a few. Jean was also an 
excellent cook of many dishes. 

She was preceded in death 
by her parents, Carl and Au-
gusta (née Baker) Henderson; 
sisters, Gladys Whitney and 
Mary Tischner, and brothers, 
Carl Henderson, Jr. and Darwin 
Botley. Jean is survived by her 

loving husband, Kenneth Pull-
iam; daughters, Linda (Michael) 
Stenger and Diane (the late Joe) 
Holmes; sons, Jeffrey (Elizabeth) 
and Stephen (Brenda) Pull-
iam; 12 grandchildren and 17 
great-grandchildren. 

Angie Smith
Angie Smith died on Mon-

day, March 15, 2021 at the age 
of 94. She was a member of the 
Cincinnati congregations and 
widow of elder Ed Smith, who 
preceded her in death in 2012. 
Mrs. Smith was born Oct. 8, 
1926 in Hastings, Oklahoma, 
the daughter of the late Ora and 
Annie Evans Ragan. She grew 
up on her family farm in Okla-
homa, which has been in the 

family for four generations. She 
was a member of the Church 
of God for 68 years. She was 
a wonderful hostess and cook 
and a connoisseur of chocolate. 

Mrs. Smith is survived by 
two children, Linda Smith and 
Deborah (Bruce) Kieviet; one 
granddaughter Angela (Robert) 
Whitaker, and two great-grand-
children Ragan and Ryan. UN

Angie Smith

Oct. 8, 1926-March 15, 2021

Continued from page 5Announcements

Announcements for United 
News can be sent by e-mail to 
un@ucg.org, or by mail to United 
News, P.O. Box 541027, Cincin-
nati, OH 45254-1027. Please in-
clude a color photo. Announce-
ments should not exceed 500 
words, and may be lightly edited 
by United News staff. 

Garnet Jean Pulliam

Feb. 24, 1931-March 23, 2021
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The apostle Paul wrote, “Rejoice with those 
who rejoice, and weep with those who weep” 
(Romans 12:15). Paul may have meant the first 
part of verse 16—“Be of the same mind toward 
one another”—as the same subject. For exam-
ple, when a companion has a mind to rejoice, 
try to have that same mind.

Romans 12:15 is not a mere suggestion. Ro-
mans 12:15 is not a mere suggestion. 

Of those two commands, which of them is 
generally more natural to do? Before I thought 
much about this question, I assumed the rejoic-
ing would be easier. But typically not so. For 
many people, sympathizing with the sorrowful 
is more natural and automatic. Keep in mind 
that Paul is not referring to our own joys and 
sorrows. The issue is this: How do you react to 
another person’s joys and sorrows?

What initially changed my thinking? It was 
reading the following in one of my Bible com-
mentaries: “Of the two [commands], however, it is 
more easy to sympathize with another’s sorrows than 
his joys, because in the one case he needs us; in the 
other not” (Jamieson-Fausset-Brown). 

Because of human nature, we could think of oth-
er possible factors. Because of selfishness, we can 
lack the interest and patience to listen another’s good 
news. Because of jealousy, we might even feel self-pity 
rather than joy when hearing of another person’s good 
fortune.

Of course, true Christians are called to replace self-
ish human nature with “love your neighbor as your-
self.” In 1 Corinthians 12, the members of the Church 
are compared with the interdependent “members” of 
the human body to illustrate our critical need for a 
team mindset and mutual support for one another. 
Verse 26 says “if one member suffers, all the members 
suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the 
members rejoice with it.”

You not only encourage a person when you rejoice 
with him, you actually increase his joy, so it is an act 
of love! Trying to celebrate alone is never much of a 
celebration. This is one reason why Sabbaths and Holy 
Days and other opportunities for church fellowship 
and group worship are so important! We can better 
celebrate God and His blessing when we are together! 
Many scriptures tell us to gather together and “rejoice 
before the Lord” and “rejoice in the Lord!”

God dearly loves us and sets the example—He re-
joices over us! Zephaniah wrote, God “will rejoice over 
you with gladness  .  .  . He will rejoice over you with 
singing” (Zephaniah 3:17).

In return, we must continually express our grati-
tude and joy to God for His countless blessings. Jesus 
told His disciples their greatest reason to rejoice: “Re-
joice because your names are written in heaven” (Luke 
10:20). 

To rejoice means to express joy!

The word “joy” is in the New King James Bible 158 
times and the word “rejoice” is there 199 times! Thus 
God has made it clear that having joy and expressing 
our joy (rejoicing) are super important! That’s partly 
because joy is contagious. Happy people are uplifting 
and edifying—they influence others to be positive and 
happy. Daily news is largely depressing. We need to 
cheer one another up.

Joy greatly depends on gratitude. A contented and 
joyful person is one who focuses on what he has rather 
than what he does not have. He has a positive attitude 
of looking at a glass as half-full rather than half-empty. 
A joyful person gives other people a lot of credit for 
his blessings and he especially gives God the prima-
ry credit. Remember that “every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the 
Father of lights!” (James 1:17). Paul wrote, “Rejoice al-
ways  .  .  .  give thanks in all circumstances” (Romans 
5:16, 18, English Standard Version).

Sadly, some people even neglect to express joy and 
gratitude for their own blessings. On the other hand, 
many not only celebrate their special occasions, like a 
wedding or baptism, but also invite others to join them 
in those celebrations. These are delightful experiences!

God clearly wants His people to genuinely rejoice 
over the blessings of other people, especially our fami-
lies, fellow church members and friends (see Galatians 
6:9-10). Be supportive! Be glad! Enjoy what they are 
enjoying! Don’t “rain on their parades.” Applaud and 
promote their parades! Be a cheerleader!

And, parents, be sure to teach your children all 
about these principles and practices! Be sure to be 
joyful role models and establish happy family tradi-
tions. Some stories and songs are helpful for children. 
Some examples: If You’re Happy (“If you’re happy and 
you know it, clap your hands!”), When You’re Smil-

ing (“When you’re smiling, the whole world 
smiles with you.) or Don’t Worry—Be Happy.

Actions are more important than 
feelings

God’s Word makes it clear that actions are 
more important than feelings and emotions. 
Love is to be expressed with action, and joy 
is to be expressed with action. Rejoicing and 
celebrating can include conversing, reminisc-
ing, singing, playing or listening to music, 
praying, clapping, laughing, dancing, deco-
rating, etc.!

In fact, consider looking up all the scrip-
tures that have the word “rejoice” or similar 
words. It is fascinating how often they sug-
gest literal actions! “Shout joyfully to the 
Lord . . . break forth in song, rejoice, and sing 
praises . . . with the harp . . . with trumpets and 
the sound of a horn” (Psalm 98:4-6). “Praise 
Him with the timbrel and dance; praise Him 
with stringed instruments and flutes!” (Psalm 
150:4).

There are many ways to congratulate 
someone. Say “Congratulations,” or shake 
hands. Give a thumbs up, a pat on the back 
or a high-five. Consider sending your friend 
a congratulations card or a congratulatory 
email.

In some circumstances, you can offer to help a 
companion celebrate by suggesting you go out to eat 
together. You might offer to pay for the meal. For spe-
cial occasions, you and others might arrange a party to 
celebrate in a big way.

How do our attitudes compare with those in 
Luke 15?

Luke 15 is a very inspiring chapter about God’s 
amazing grace and forgiveness. 

In verses 1-10, Jesus tells two important parables to 
emphasize how much God wants to forgive and save 
every single person. “There is joy in the presence of 
the angels of God over one sinner who repents” (Luke 
15:10). 

The two parables are logical and excellent illustra-
tions, but, very sadly, they seem quite unrealistic in this 
21st century. The two stories portray people as having 
close relationships with their neighbors and as having 
confidence that their neighbors will have enthusiastic 
interest in their successes and blessings. But today’s 
society is different in many ways. Paul wrote in 2 Tim-
othy 3 that that “in the last days . . . men will be lovers 
of themselves . . . unthankful . . . unloving, unforgiv-
ing . . . brutal . . . haughty . . . ” (verses 1-4). 

First, compare Luke 15:3-7 with how a sheep ranch-
er with the wrong mindset might react if one sheep 

Rejoice With Those 
Who Rejoice

“Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, and weep with 
those who weep” 
(Romans 12:15).

By Don Hooser

God wants His people to genuinely rejoice over the blessings of others.
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Continued on page 11



We simply do not know exactly how or when our child’s story will develop or end. But we can trust God has a plan for our child 
and the seeds which were planted many years ago will one day grow. 
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No, we had not lost our home in a terrible fire. No, 
there had not been a life-threatening health diagnosis. 
No, there had not been a tragic or unexpected death. 
But when our young adult child told us they no lon-
ger wanted to be a part of our church, it surely felt as 
though, as a Christian mother, I had lost my definition 
of a home. It felt as though a serious spiritual illness 
had been exposed. And it certainly felt as though the 
death of our former family had occurred. 

Outwardly I listened to our child delivering this 
news. Inwardly I struggled to breathe. There had been 
years of physical, emotional and spiritual investment 
as we tried to raise our children in a spiritually culti-
vated environment. I remember feeling an enormous 
weight of responsibility before God for having let Him 
down as a Christian parent, for having not been suc-
cessful in raising our child in a manner that led them 
to Him. Were there parenting and spiritual flaws that 
had contributed to this outcome? How could I move 
forward as a Christian mother when our child’s deci-
sion could not be undone? And then there was that 
scripture that jolted me to my core, Proverbs 22:6. I 
had read it many times but never contemplated it from 
the perspective of failure before. 

I felt driven to immediately seek His forgiveness 
and simply wanted to run far, far away to a quiet ref-
uge to be alone with God—just the two of us. But 
would He want to be with me after such a revelation? 
My younger self was not so sure. 

Well, little did we know this experience would re-
peat itself multiple times over. In a few years our other 
children followed suit and we completely lost an entire 
generation of our church-going family. 

It has now been years since these crises in our lives 
took place and we are squarely settled on the other 
side of it. However, my friends, I will let you in on a 
secret: my heart still stirs with painful twangs when I 
permit myself to look back. In particular, the home-
sickness for the “old family” occurs each year at the 
Feast of Tabernacles and on many Sabbaths and Holy 
Days. These had once been meaningful family times 
for us and we now no longer share this dimension with 
our children. But, as the number of years has stretched 
into longer segments of time since we last experienced 
those times together, so has my perspective grown and 
each year the twangs diminish a little more.

Are you a family whose teens are questioning their 

faith and considering departure from your church? 
Do you fear this potential possibility with your now 
younger children? Are you a parent whose children 
have already left the spiritual nest and you still struggle 
to find clarity and resolution to this loss? 

If you fit into any of these scenarios, then this ar-
ticle is for you. Obviously, there will be relationship 
complexities and nuances in each individual situation 
that cannot be addressed in this space. But hopeful-
ly by sharing a few insights that time, soul searching 
and perhaps maturity graced by God’s guiding hand 
have brought, you will be better equipped for a more 
balanced and measured perspective than what I had 
initially responded with many years ago. 

Unravelling what occurs when our children 
question or leave the faith

1. Don’t blame yourself
As I did, you may struggle with feelings of guilt, 

anxiety or regret over where your child is in relation 
to God and their faith. You may wrestle with thoughts 
that tell you their decision is a result of your parent-
ing or your personal shortcomings. Parents who have 
had their children leave the Church tend to look back 
and doubt all they did in raising their children, while 
sometimes parents with children who stayed may be 
tempted to think everything they did was right. Nei-
ther of these extremes is true. 

Don’t blame yourself, but do take ownership of 
shortcomings because we are all flawed humans and 
therefore we are all flawed parents. Own your mis-
takes, confess them to God and also to your children. 
It’s amazing what depth of healing occurs when people 
apologize for their mistakes. But then, continual anxi-
ety or beating one’s self up over the past is not helpful. 
Forgive yourself.

The truth is that God is not limited by parental 
failures, so release yourself from these thoughts. It is a 
myth that if your children left the Church you did ev-
erything wrong and if they stayed you did everything 
right. Even in the best and worst case scenarios, nei-
ther one of those is true. There are many fine families 
whose children have strayed from the faith. Likewise 
there are many troubled families whose children have 
stayed in the faith. There is no magic formula. Ulti-
mately, parents are not to blame for their adult child’s 
spiritual choices. Their life is just that, their life. 

I recall the peace that prevailed when I finally 
placed the internal turmoil before God’s throne and 
specifically asked Him to spiritually parent our chil-
dren—His children—and guide them back to Him at a 
time when they would respond with fullness of heart. 
If ever the burden of guilt or regret raises its ugly head 
again, because it does, I simply repeat the process and 
lay it all before His throne once more. There have been 
times when I found that the only way I could let it go 
was to actually mentally visualize the act of taking my 
hands and dropping that burden right before Him. 

Parents, read Acts 2:39 and trust in God’s message 
of hope. His plan for your child will come to pass in 
His timing. 

2. It isn’t always about you
It is very helpful to understand that as your child 

reaches adolescence and young adulthood it isn’t un-
common for them to want to develop their own identi-
ty. The questioning of their values and beliefs may be a 
part of this process.

Your child seeks to become their own person, but 
as it unfolds it can feel more like a personal rejection 
of you as a parent. In reality they are differentiating 
and becoming more independent before they gradu-

ate to adulthood. This is not nearly as personal as it 
may cause you to feel. To have cognitive understand-
ing about what is transpiring leaves you much more 
equipped as a parent to walk your children through 
this period of time—and especially when this process 
overlaps with serious questions of faith. 

How to navigate through this? First, remember this 
can be a necessary step towards your child’s establish-
ment of an authentic and personal relationship with 
God. Strive to keep the relationship with your child in-
tact above the issues. Remember the adage to seek first 
to understand. Wait for an appropriate opportunity to 
engage and use the moment to try to calmly under-
stand their point of view.

This is the time to stifle the urge to lecture and to 
listen more than you speak. Model the same love, gen-
tleness, patience and grace that you receive from God. 
Affirm your love for them so that they know you see 
their virtue even when you differ. Take time to eval-
uate how well you really know your child by asking 
them about their goals and dreams, and seek to learn 
what they feel most passionately about. You may be 
surprised with what you hear.

One thing is clear, no matter what our children 
may rebel against, including religion, forcing the issue 
will not work. But by loving them today we leave the 
door open to teaching them tomorrow. 

After trying on different beliefs, many will return 
to the values they were raised with. And your child 
may very well come full circle and choose to do just 
that. But not always. And this is the moment when 
parents must be completely honest in answering this 
question: “Do you really want your child filling a seat 
next to you in church, making you feel warm, fulfilled 
and complete? Or do you want them there for the pur-
pose of worshiping God with a heart that is seeking a 
personal relationship with Him?”

No, it is not always about you. It is about their re-
lationship with God and the marvelous plan He has 
for them. We can trust He will work with them in His 
way and at His perfect time when our children will be 
most likely to respond. 

A Mother’s Path 
of Faith, After Her 
Children Lost Theirs

The news and my initial 
response left me feeling as 
though I had been knocked off 
my feet by a tsunami. 

Waves of stifling emotions 
washed over me. It seemed as 
though the familiar terrain I had 
previously defined as our family 
had been erased.



merciful plan for all has never wavered. 
Keeping the proper perspective will help us see our 

children the way God views His children, and then we 
too will have an eternal perspective that will bring us 
comfort. 

Parents, remember to simply love your children 
and appreciate them. If they have caused you hurt, for-
give them. Because no matter where their choices have 
taken them, he or she is just one step back to a life lived 
with Christ and repentance. Just like you.

4. Don’t blame others 
Regretfully, our youth have observed from front-

row-center the ensuing ugliness when Satan stirs the 
pot. They have watched in bewilderment and anger as 
splits divided their Church family and already-limited 
circle of teen friendships. Additionally, when difficul-
ties arise between brethren, our children are always 
watching and perceptively note if there is hypocrisy 
between what we say and what we do.

In their search for answers, parents may try to 
make sense of their child’s departure from the Church 
by trying to pinpoint some of these negative circum-
stances as contributing reasons for their decision. 

Yes, as God’s people we need to do better in imi-
tating Christ in all that we do. But let’s also acknowl-
edge the reality that as long as Satan rules this earth, 
he will never cease trying to divide God’s people and 
there will be splits, deeds that hurt, words that slice, 
and behavior exhibited that is unbefitting of Chris-
tians. As parents, the tendency can be to point the fin-
ger at these experiences and harbor levels of bitterness 
against that which we perceive to have hurt our chil-
dren and jaded their view of church and religion. But 
we simply cannot walk in a state of ongoing blame 
and un-forgiveness towards others who may not have 
acted as Christ would have us act. Contemplate Mark 
11:25 and Hebrews 12:14-15, and forgive them.

Parents, human nature likes to look across the 
room and find another person or persons to blame, 
who we feel contributed to—or even caused—our 
child deciding our church was not for them. We may 
think finding someone to blame will ease our pain. It 
doesn’t. 

“To forgive is to set a prisoner free and discover that 
the prisoner was you.” Lewis B. Smedes 

5. Comparing is never fruitful
Let’s be honest. Comparing your family circum-

stance to other families is an utter joy-thief. Confront 
these feelings head on and take them before God. In 
truth, there have been times when I have permitted 
myself to be affected by observing other families who 
are all together in the faith. If not kept in check these 
feelings will only succeed in taking you to an unchris-
tian mindset where you do not want to linger. 

In full application of the golden rule, let us not be 
envious of others who are able to experience a unity 
of Spirit with their families at this time. Likewise, let 
us strive to not be so sensitive to ill-spoken words that 
may cause our heart to feel troubled and dark. Most 
truly speak without guile and simply come from a 
place of having not experienced our loss. Thus, they 
have no clue as to the depth of grief their words can 
unleash in our heart.

When we learn to rejoice with those who rejoice, 

The Good News

We simply do not know exactly how or when our child’s story will develop or end. But we can trust God has a plan for our child 
and the seeds which were planted many years ago will one day grow. 
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“To forgive is to set a prisoner free 
and discover that the prisoner was 
you.” 

Lewis B. Smedes

Parents, don’t try to calculate the lives of your chil-
dren using an earthly timetable. Ask yourself: “Can I 
accept the fact that God’s timetable may be very differ-
ent from my own?” 

3. See yourself and your child the way God does
We may think a rejection of faith is unique to our 

fellowship. It is not. One of my greatest sources of help 
during this difficult time did not come from my church 
family. Over a cup of coffee, a close friend shared with 
me her grief and shock over her young adult children’s 
recent revelation that they were no longer interested 
in their generations-long family faith of Catholicism. 

After enough tears to flood the street in front of 
us and hours of sharing and discussion, we mutually 
determined to adjust our expectations. Instead of fix-
ating on our disappointment with the spiritual choices 
of our children, we would focus on our love for them 
and celebrate their many good attributes. This was a 
first big step in the right direction. 

I have often reflected back on this day and contem-
plated on the many times God has felt the same about 
me during my spiritually wayward moments—just as 
I had felt with our children. How many times has He 
shed tears of grief about me? Has He ever discussed 
with Christ His supreme disappointment in my choic-
es and behavior? How many times have I broken His 
heart? 

Asking myself these questions gave a tremendously 
different perspective. I came to see that our experience 
as parents is no different from what God the Parent has 
experienced with each of us as His imperfect children. 

The fact is, the most perfect parent of all, God our 
Father, has already walked our walk. His children have 
been rebelling against Him since the beginning of time. 
His children have disappointed Him for thousands of 
years, rejected Him and even denied His existence. He 
has far more parenting experience than we do on these 
matters and completely understands the angst, pain 
and loss we feel. We, as His children, make choices that 
are contrary to His way. Yet He loves us still, He is quick 
to forgive our repentant hearts and His gracious and 

in return it opens the door for others to look beyond 
their own and want to better understand our Savior’s 
teachings about love, compassion and mourning for 
those of us whose family situations are very different 
from theirs. Romans 12:15, “Rejoice with those who 
rejoice, and weep with those who weep.”

 
6. Don’t lose your own faith
Several years ago, a friend shared with me the dif-

ficulty they were having with their young adult child 
who was struggling in life, had turned away from 
church and was making poor life choices. This was 
a source of extreme concern, discouragement and 
shame for them.

Their circle of church friends could attest to the 
fact she and her husband had immersed their lives 
into raising their family properly. They were a won-
derful, loving couple who had invested time and en-
ergy into church youth camps, and the many activities 
and connections which would assist in keeping their 
child “in the zone.” She wept and shared how this had 
erupted into a multifaceted life crisis. Why had her 
child had turned out so differently from those of all of 
their peers when they had followed the same model? 
She was fully grieved with God that He did not keep 
His promise as stated in Proverbs 22:6. This painful 
and personal trial began a journey of questioning her 
own belief system and eventually, as her child had, she 
also departed from the faith.

This poignant experience left an immense impact 
on me. I had taken the road of personal guilt in feeling 
I had not properly fulfilled Proverbs 22:6—and there-
by did not reap its reward—but she had taken the road 
of moral disappointment with God for not upholding 
His promise in this scripture. Neither of our perspec-
tives on this passage are isolated and so it certainly 
warrants further discussion.

Points to ponder

When our children wrestle with their faith, and 
sometimes even their belief in God, it isn’t a sign that all 
hope is lost. The present is not permanent in the mind 
of a young adult who will continue to formulate their 
thoughts as they mature. And it does not negate any of 
the implementations that create a healthy church envi-
ronment to state: we simply cannot “will” our children 
into the Church through activities, summer camps, 
friendships or anything else.

One of the greatest acts of service we can implement 
on behalf of those who have left their faith is to offer spe-
cific prayers on their behalf. Praying for our children 
doesn’t “will” them into Church either, but we can ask 
God to work with our children and lead them to eter-
nal life. As children of those with God’s Holy Spirit, 
they have unique access to God and His plan of sal-
vation (1 Corinthians 7:14). We simply do not know 
exactly how or when our child’s story will develop or 
end. But we can trust God has a plan for our child 
and the seeds which were planted many years ago will 
one day grow. Philippians 4:6 is a tall order and yet so 
comforting if implemented.

Satan’s unmistakable calling card is division. Don’t 
permit Satan to use this situation as a tool to cause divi-
sion between you and your child, you and your spouse, 
or between you and God. Satan delights in destroying 
relationships and preys upon our vulnerabilities—
and certainly our children, marriages and faith are at 
the top of his hit list. He will do all he can to take your 
family out to the battlefield, so don’t permit yourself 
to be pulled into skirmishes over religion which will 

Continued on next page
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ultimately damage your family. Christian adults, the 
responsibility lies with you to not take the bait. And, 
the fate of your ultimate crown also lies with you. Stay 
firm in your faith no matter how much your heart is 
poked and your emotions are stoked (James 4:7-8).

It may seem as though you are the only one who has 
a spiritually wayward child but you most certainly are 
not. Many in our midst have children who have aban-
doned their faith. Seek them out, lean on them and 
learn from them. It will do your heart good to know 
you aren’t the only one. 

Parents, ask yourself: “If I knew that my children 
would eventually return to God, would that change 
how I act in my story today?” 

Addressing Proverbs 22:6

This verse can be a tough one, because a cursory 
read of it is often viewed as a hopeful, gold-standard 
guarantee that if you raise your children in the proper 
way they’ll always stay in the faith and on the right 
path. This is a problematic interpretation for good 
Christian parents who put prayerful effort and loving 
sacrifice into parenting—and yet did not reap the de-
sired reward of seeing their children stay in the faith.

We absolutely do have a responsibility to teach 
our children and do our best to reflect God’s image to 
them. But the fact is, parents may do their very best 
and yet sometimes the results are very different than 
what was anticipated. This cannot always be inter-
preted as parental failure. After all, we have all been 
given free will to make our own choices—and that 
includes our children. God does call them but they 
must choose—and sometimes they choose not to be-
lieve, just as you choose to believe. 

Josh McDowell in his book titled, New Evidence 
That Demands a Verdict, offers this perspective on 
page 50: “Proverbial sayings by their very nature offer 
only general guidance, not universal assurance. They 
are rules for life, but rules that admit of exceptions. 
Proverbs 16:7 is a case in point. It affirms that “when 
a man’s ways please the Lord, He makes even his en-
emies to be at peace with him.” This statement obvi-
ously was not intended to be a universal truth. Paul 
was pleasing to the Lord, but his enemies stoned him 
(Acts 14:19). Jesus pleased God the Father and His 
enemies crucified Him! Nonetheless, it is generally 
true that one who acts in a way pleasing to God will 
often attract his enemy to his side. Just look at how 
Paul was attracted to Jesus!”

In this context, Proverbs 22:6 is a principle that 
should be followed with all of our heart and we should 
expect results. But Proverbs are principles and not 
necessarily promises. If this scripture was a promise 
it would take away individual choice and responsibility 
from our children. This scriptural passage is worthy 
of a much deeper dive into its other possible scholarly 
interpretations. Rather than rewrite the material, 
please refer to the chapter on this subject in our 
“Marriage and Family: The Missing Dimension” 
study guide at this link: www.ucg.org/bible-study-
tools/booklets/marriage-and-family-the-missing-
dimension/proverbs-and-proper-training.

Ingrain your brain with God’s encouraging 
Scripture

Sometimes when our children are no longer con-
nected to their spiritual roots, Proverbs 22:6 becomes 
the only scripture that seems to have seared itself into 
our mind. We say it over and over to ourselves and 
wonder what went wrong. Did we not only fail our 
children, but also God? Or has God failed us? Prov-
erbs 22:6 is a powerful biblical principle that needs to 
be followed and embedded in the minds of all respon-
sible Christian parents, but there are other scriptures 
that need to be firmly ingrained as well. 

For those of us mourning our children’s spiritual 
choices, Scripture can be a powerful source of encour-
agement and hope. And especially those scriptures 
that speak to the rest of the story. 

For example, in the middle of the book of Jeremi-
ah—a book which tells the sad story of God’s precious 
children rejecting Him and everything that is dear to 
Him—are some of the most encouraging words for 
parents with a “prodigal son” or daughter. 

To set the stage—in spite of His mercy and pa-
tience—God’s kids have turned their backs on Him: 
the only perfect parent. The children of Israel have 
been scattered for many years. Much of Judah, in-
cluding Daniel and his friends, are already captives in 
Babylon. In only a few short years King Zedekiah and 
all but the poorest in the land will be captives there as 
well. In the middle of this turbulent time, along with 
a call to repentance, Jeremiah also gives these encour-
aging words: 

“Thus says the Lord: ‘A voice was heard in Ramah, 
lamentation and bitter weeping, Rachel weeping 
for her children, refusing to be comforted for her 
children, because they are no more.’ Thus says the 
Lord: ‘Refrain your voice from weeping, and your 
eyes from tears; for your work shall be rewarded,’ says 
the Lord, ‘and they shall come back from the land 
of the enemy. There is hope in your future,’ says the 
Lord, ‘That your children shall come back to their 
own border’”(Jeremiah 31:15-17, emphasis added). 

Whose “work shall be rewarded?” The work of every 
single Christian parent, that’s who. Parents in our sit-
uation tend to second-guess everything we did as par-
ents—including the things we did right—and so these 
words have been a source of tremendous encourage-
ment to me through the years. I have memorized them 
and the verses that follow, ingraining them upon my 
heart and mind. No doubt you poured your heart into 
striving to give your children to God and to give God 
your children, just as I did. Because as Christian moth-
ers, this was our primary goal and focus in life. 

Parents, although freedom of choice will always be 
a part of the equation, we can take comfort in know-
ing that our work will be rewarded. 

In the verses that follow, God goes on to proclaim 
that in spite of His son Ephraim’s sin and rejection, he 
is still precious to Him and that His heart still yearns 
for him. The son needed strong correction, but God 
knew exactly how to work with him—and it worked! 
His treasured son repents and is ashamed and embar-
rassed by his youthful rebellion and indiscretions. He 
eventually “comes to himself ”—just like the prodigal 
son (Luke 15:11-32).

Why does God use a singular personal name and 
refer to Ephraim as a son? Perhaps He is personalizing 
the story of Israel to also apply to each of His chil-
dren, and perhaps He intends for us to personalize 
it for each of ours too. God says He will surely show 
Ephraim mercy in the end, and He feels that same 
way about each of His potential children—and that 
includes your children and mine. 

This encouraging section of Scripture ends with a 

very picturesque image in verse 21. It is a call to re-
turn, telling the people to, “Set up sign posts. Make 
landmarks.” This seems to be a command to the cap-
tive children but it is also applicable to us as Christian 
parents. We cannot control our children’s relationship 
with God, but there are still things that we can do. 

We can break down barriers and set up sign posts 
and landmarks which will help our children find their 
way back to their spiritual borders. One bright and 
very powerful “Times Square” flashing neon signpost 
which cannot be missed is for us to always be a bright, 
burning example of uncompromising Christianity. 
Passionately loving God and His way of life, passion-
ately loving our neighbor and our enemies, and pas-
sionately loving our children despite our differences 
with them, are all landmarks which will help to light 
their way home. 

Psalm 126 is another scripture I would encourage 
you to ingrain in your brain. This psalm describes the 
joyous road trip back home from captivity, and it is a 
time of laughter, singing and rejoicing. Even people 
from other nations are in awe of the incredible things 
God has done for His rebellious children who have 
now repented. 

But at the same time they are celebrating their re-
turn from their own captivity, the people also ask for 
a future restoration which has yet to occur (verse 4). 
The psalm ends with some of my favorite words and 
I repeat them to myself when I am in a state of grief. 
Verses 5-6 tell us: “Those who sow in tears shall reap 
in joy. He who continually goes forth weeping, bear-
ing seed for sowing, shall doubtless come again with 
rejoicing, bringing his sheaves with him.” 

There are many parents who have spent their life 
living Deuteronomy 6:6-9 and sowing seeds for fu-
ture generations, only to grieve because the spiritual 
legacy and harvest seems to have ended with them. 
Parents, you have simply not reaped the rewards—yet. 

Our children are still captives of this world and 
captive to their own sin, just as we were (and still are 
in some ways). Although there are some with hard-
ened hearts who will unbelievably choose not to live 
in a world with the most incredible Father, it is likely 
that Psalm 126 and Jeremiah 31 will eventually occur 
in your life and in the lives of your sons and daughters. 
Believe it! Your work will be rewarded and your pres-
ent sowing in tears will bring an eternal harvest of joy. 
A harvest that will include your children, and indeed 
every person who has ever walked on His beautiful 
earth. 

One of the most encouraging balms you can give 
yourself is to ingrain these scriptures, and other en-
couraging scriptures, permanently in your mind. 
Make them a part of your instant recall and long-term 
memory. Bring them back into the forefront of your 
mind when you are discouraged.

Right now you may figuratively be Abraham on 
the way to Mount Moriah, believing that somehow 
God will restore your child to you again. There will 
come a time when you will see God’s miracle occur in 
your life. These scriptures and others will help remind 
you of God’s love for your children—and not only 
your investment in their future, but His investment 
in them as well. We can rest knowing He knows how 
to work most perfectly with them. And just like His 
precious son Ephraim, they are each His precious sons 
and daughters and He will bring them home. 

The cooperative of authors’ names are excluded from 
this article with the desire for the material to be repre-
sentative of the process families walk through when they 
find themselves in a similar position. Privacy also per-
mits our families to continue to grow and learn in their 
own time and way, away from the scrutiny of others. GN
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Parents, ask yourself: “If I knew that 
my children would eventually return 
to God, would that change how I act 
in my story today?”



the law, and also the prophets, wrote—Jesus of Naza-
reth, the son of Joseph’” (John 1:43, 45)

When Nathanael questioned the authenticity of 
Philip’s claim by asking, “Can anything good come 
out of Nazareth?” Philip simply relied on the power 
of authentic example and said to him, “Come and see” 
(John 1:46)

The apostles adopted this model and took it to the 
world. Peter wrote late in life, “For to this you were 
called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us 
an example, that you should follow His steps” (1 Peter 
2:21). Paul implored the gentile Church in Corinth, 
“Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ” (1 Corinthi-
ans 11:1). 

Their example of leadership within the model of 
Christ-followership rocked the Roman world because 
they were literally bearing the image of the heavenly 
man. 

Just professing to follow Christ is a very academic 
and anemic discussion that requires no action. But, if 
we actually take up our cross daily, deny ourselves and 
put boots on the ground to follow Him step after ardu-
ous step, it is life-changing because it bears the image 
of the heavenly man. 

This means we will follow Him into the synagogue 
on the Sabbath and stand up to read. We will follow 
Him into our communities and give the hungry bread. 
We will follow Him to the public square and preach 
the gospel of the kingdom of God with a call to repen-
tance and authentic belief. We will follow Him with 
sincerity and truth as we keep the Feasts of the Lord 
that provide a roadmap in the true pursuit of life, lib-
erty and happiness. 

It is a marvelous journey that is invigorating but 
difficult, empowering but painful that leads to the ul-
timate vision of who we are to become—just like Him 
as we bear the image of the heavenly man.

Paul sums it up this way, “If indeed we suffer with 
Him, that we may also be glorified together” (Romans 
8:17). GN

Bearing the image of a man that is heavenly seems 
at first impossible, if not audacious. How does one 
come to be heavenly? What does “bearing the image of 
the heavenly man” even mean? Does it have any prac-
tical application today and in the future? Or is it an 
ethereal, metaphysical construct that is of no practical 
value?

Fortunately, the Bible provides not only a vision 
that is ultimate, but also a tangible example of how 
to achieve it that can be summed up in a few words: 
Be like Him—Jesus Christ. This vision of “being like 
Him” ultimately anticipates a destiny “unspeakable in 
the likeness of God” that defines what God desires His 
children to become (Johann Albrecht Bengel’s Gno-
mon of the New Testament).

Still, the Bible defines this destiny in tangible terms 
in John’s encounter with the heavenly man—the risen 
Christ in glory—which John recorded for us in defin-
itive and comparative terms. The heavenly man had 
both “head and hair” (definitive) that were “white like 
wool” (comparative). We need look no further for a 
definition of the heavenly man, which at first glance 
appears unspeakable—the Bible puts it in terms that 
are tangible and understandable.

This promise yet future of a grand destiny John de-
scribes as a time in which “we will be like Him, for we 
shall see Him as He is” (1 John 3:2). This leaves us with 
the question of the practical reality of being like Him 
today by bearing the image of the heavenly man. This 
brings us to the point where this hope for tomorrow is 
transformed into help for today. 

We return to Paul’s message to the Corinthian 
church: “And just as we have borne the image of the 
man of dust, let us also bear the image of the man of 
heaven (1 Corinthians 15:49, New English Transla-
tion, emphasis added throughout). The New English 
Translation brings into focus what other translations 
note in the margin—our present responsibility. 

“Let us bear [present tense] the image of the man of 
heaven”; this translates our future hope into our pres-
ent responsibility to live in a manner now consistent 
with future destiny—the heavenly. Before we conclude 
that “things heavenly” are ethereal, or even mystical, 
we must look at the life and example of the “heavenly 
man.”

The heavenly man is first described in the Bible as 
the “Word [who] was with God, and the Word [who] 
was God” (John 1:1). Lest his readers conclude he is 
writing a philosophical treatise, John identifies the 
Word as the Creator and Maker of “all things.” 

John moves the conversation very quickly from 
the philosophical construct of the Word [Logos] to 
the all-powerful Maker of all things to something very 
earthy and personal: “And the Word became flesh and 
dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory 
as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
truth (John 1:14).

The Word, as God, did the unthinkable—He came 
to be flesh and dwelt among us so we could behold His 
glory and follow His example of “grace and truth.” He 

The Good News GN | 11

“being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery 
to be equal with God, but made Himself of no repu-
tation, taking on the form of a servant, and coming in 
the likeness of men” (Philippians 2:6-7). 

There is much to be said about the philosophical 
significance of what the Word did to become flesh, 
but we should not miss the most obvious: He gives us 
a tangible example of bearing the image of the heavenly 
so that we could walk it into action by following His 
simple but oft repeated command—Follow Me!

Ponder this: God the Creator came from heaven 
and dwelt among men to give us an earthly image [ex-
ample] of what it looks like to bear the image [exam-
ple] of the heavenly. This is as simple as it is profound. 

First, not only can everyone understand the con-
cept “Follow Me”; it is baked right into the human 
psyche. It is what we already do; it is only a matter of 
whom we follow. Almost from the moment of birth 
children imitate [follow] their parents, then their sib-
lings, then their peers, then the culture in which they 
live. Second, that God the Word was willing to empty 
Himself of His glory to come in the likeness of men so 
that this type of emulation is possible says more about 
His love for His people than any other singular act.

But simple does not mean easy. Jesus describes 
what it takes to make this work: “Then He said to 
them all, ‘If anyone desires to come after Me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow 
Me’” (Luke 9:23).

Following Him by default bears the image of the 
heavenly, but comes with the earthly cost of self-de-
nial and taking up the burden of our personal cross, 
daily. The former goes against everything earthly and 
human, the latter requires confronting our personal 
issues, daily. Both require work that can only be ac-
complished through the power of the Spirit. 

When Jesus came to Galilee preaching the gospel 
of the kingdom of God, He immediately called disci-
ples using this command: “Follow Me, and I will make 
you fishers of men. Then they immediately left their 
nets and followed Him” (Matthew 4:19-20). The disci-
ples “denied their vocation” by dropping their nets to 
follow Him daily. 

Jesus used the same methodology when he found 
Phillip and said to him, “Follow me!” Phillip not only 
followed Jesus, but immediately adopted Jesus’ exam-
ple of seeking out others: “Philip found Nathanael and 
said to him, ‘We have found Him of whom Moses in 

The Ultimate Vision: 
Be Like Him, Part 3

Bearing the Image of the 
Heavenly Man

By John Miller

strayed away. “That really irritates me that that sheep 
wandered off! Well, I still have 99 sheep so I can afford 
to lose one once in a while. I’m not going to waste my 
time searching all over it! And if I did find it, I would 
still be in a bad mood. And if I found it, I wouldn’t tell 
my neighbors about it because they wouldn’t care about 
what happens to my sheep. And I wouldn’t even bother 
to tell my friends because they would regard my con-
tacting them about this as uninteresting and wasting 
their time.”

Regarding the second parable in Luke 15:8-10 about 
a woman searching for and finding a lost coin, we can 
easily imagine a very different mindset today that what 
Jesus described.

What is the main point of analyzing these two para-
bles? The more selfish, self-centered and self-pitying we 
are, the less likely we are to sincerely rejoice with those 
who rejoice. As this world strays farther and farther 
from God, people’s attitudes and reactions are less and 
less like those that Jesus described.

So as God’s people, we must continually resist the 

Rejoice With Those Who Rejoice
Continued from page 7

Putting boots on the ground to 
follow Him is life-changing. 

constant bad influences surrounding us and stay close 
to God! I have to examine myself. Would I look dili-
gently for the lost sheep and do it with a patient, car-
ing and compassionate attitude? Do I strive to have a 
close relationship with my friends and neighbors? If my 
neighbor found a lost sheep, would I want to hear about 
it and rejoice with him?

Consider the instructive parable of the prodigal son 
in Luke 15:11-32. If I had a wild and wasteful brother 
who finally came home, would I wholeheartedly rejoice 
and want to celebrate? Or would I be like the brother in 
the parable who was unforgiving, jealous and self-pity-
ing? We can apply these lessons to many different situ-
ations today. We also have to be on guard against being 
self-satisfied and self-righteous because we are making 
the mistake of judging ourselves by how we compare 
with others instead of God’s perfect standards (see Luke 
18:9-14 and 2 Corinthians 10:12). 

In summary, what a monumental blessing that 
God’s Word teaches us to love—and how to love! Jesus 
teaches us to be God-centered and other-centered in-
stead of self-centered. And if we love our neighbors 
as ourselves, we will rejoice with them when they are 
rejoicing! GN



The United Church of God 
is pleased to honor Don Hoos-
er upon his retirement after 55 
years of dedicated service to the 
Church. Mr. Hooser has pastored 
more than 17 congregations 
around the U.S. He shares a per-
sonal reflection below:

“As a teen, I wanted to devote 
my life to a great cause. I decid-
ed that until I found that cause, I 
would just make as much money 
as possible. I obtained a mechan-
ical engineering degree and got a 
job as an engineer. After learning 
about the Radio Church of God 
in 1962, I decided that God’s 
work would be that great cause! I 
quit my job, entered Ambassador 
College (AC) Pasadena in 1963, 
was transferred in 1964 to Big 
Sandy to be in the pioneer junior 
class, graduated, was hired as a 
ministerial trainee in 1966, and 
began serving in Akron, Ohio. 
I’ve never regretted the decision 

to quit that job to attend AC. 
“Cincinnati was an exciting 

place to be from 1968 to 1974. 
In 1968, we had Cincinnati A.M. 
and P.M. and a third congre-
gation in northern Kentucky. 
When a Church was established 
on the east side of Cincinnati in 
early 1972, I was appointed pas-
tor of the new Cincinnati-East 
congregation and the Ports-
mouth congregation. 

“In March 1995, I resigned 
from Worldwide Church of God. 
I had no idea what I would do to 
make a living. About a month 
later, I was thrilled to learn about 
the meeting near Indianapolis to 
form a new church. My wife El-
sie and I attended that meeting! 

“Additional responsibilities 
included serving on the Doc-
trinal Advisory Committee and 
serving at summer camps in six 
different states. In 1998, in addi-
tion to pastoring two churches, I 
worked as a reporter for a local 
newspaper. I enjoy writing and 
am grateful to now write full-
time for UCG. That year with 
the newspaper gave me valuable 
experience (Romans 8:28). 

“My wife Elsie and I met at 
our first Feast of Tabernacles in 
Big Sandy in 1962. I knew almost 
nothing about the teachings of 
the Church of God but Elsie 
knew them well, so she taught me 

most of the basic doctrines. She 
was my first Bible teacher!

“I was transferred from AC in 
Pasadena to Big Sandy, and Elsie 
and I spent two years as fellow 
students in Big Sandy. I gradu-
ated on Friday, June 3, 1966, and 
we got married on Sunday, June 
5. Our honeymoon was our road 
trip to Akron, Ohio, for our first 
ministerial assignment.

“Our daughter Amy was born 
in Akron, our first son Randy was 
born in a suburb of Cincinnati, 
and our second son Danny was 
born in Grand Island, Nebraska. 
Elsie and I have been grateful 
to God that our three children, 
their spouses and our grand-
daughter Rylie are members of 
God’s Church. Elsie’s mother, Eu-
nice Hanson, and all three of my 
brothers were also members. 

“In 2016, my beloved Elsie 
was diagnosed with lymphoma 
but with chemotherapy, she was 
soon in remission. Then she had 
a reoccurrence of lymphoma in 
2020 and for a while, it seemed 
that she would recover again. 
But all the stresses weakened her 
and she died Aug. 21, 2020. My 
family and I miss her very much. 

“Being in the ministry has 
had stressful and disappoint-
ing times, but Elsie and I were 
always grateful to God for the 
gratifying and joyful opportuni-

ty to serve in the ministry.”
Mr. Hooser was also man-

aging editor for the online pub-
lication designed to help those 
struggling with addictions, titled 
Breaking Free. Peter Edding-
ton expressed his thanks for the 
many hours spent by Mr. Hooser 
in editing this publication: “His 
dedication keeping Breaking Free 
online for those people fighting 
battles with alcoholism, drug ad-
diction, same sex attraction, bu-
limia and other addictions pro-
vided a very needed service to 
this demographic. We thank him 
so much for his care- and heart-
filled approach in this regard.”

Tom Robinson has worked 
extensively with Mr. Hooser on 
the Bible Commentary and other 
publications. He shared, “Don’s 
a really kind friend with a won-
derful family. His work has been 
invaluable. He’s an out-of-the-
box thinker willing to explore 
new ideas while remaining very 
grounded in what we teach. Dis-
cussing issues with him is a joy. 
Our outlook, understanding and 
approach are richer with him 
among us.” David Salek reflect-
ed on his work with Mr. Hooser 
in the Personal Correspondence 
Department: “I join many of his 
PCD correspondents who have 
expressed mixed emotions when 
they learned that Don will no 

longer write to them: feelings of 
sadness, love, appreciation and 
deep gratitude for the guidance 
and many ways he helped them. 
Thanks to God I have him just a 
phone call away. ¡Vaya con Dios, 
mi amigo!” 

Correspondence department 
coworker Terri Eddington com-
mented, “Don’s work and mine 
overlapped whenever we re-
ceived difficult correspondence 
from hurting people. He exhib-
ited the ability to combine gen-
uine concern, love, straight talk 
and biblical guidance to those 
struggling with very complex 
matters such as homosexual-
ity, gender issues, depression, 
suicide, various addictions, etc. 
What I have learned from him 
has enabled me to better help 
others and I value the many 
years we have worked together.”  

President Victor Kubik com-
mented upon Mr. Hooser’s retire-
ment, “Don Hooser has been one 
of the most encouraging peers 
in the ministry! He had a prac-
tice of regularly writing fellow 
ministers notes of acknowledg-
ment and appreciation of their 
work. If he would hear of hard-
ship or something troublesome, 
he would cheer them up. He is a 
person without guile. I’m grateful 
to have known him and his wife 
Elsie throughout my career.” UN
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Media Updates

Throughout the 2020-2021 
fiscal year (July 2020-June 2021) 
the United Church of God con-
ducted an extensive print ad-
vertising campaign involving 
the testing and rollout of several 
Sunday newspaper supplement 
“free standing insert” coupon 
ads. These reached well over 122 
million households in thousands 
of cities and towns across the U.S. 

The ads, which each cost a 
fraction of a cent, featured a free 
subscription to Beyond Today 
magazine and one of the fol-

lowing Bible study aids: Are We 
Living in the Time of the End?; 
Heaven and Hell: What Does 
the Bible Really Teach?; How to 
Understand the Bible; Seven Pro-
phetic Signs Before Jesus Returns; 
The United States and Britain in 
Bible Prophecy and You Can Un-
derstand Bible Prophecy.

We are pleased that the out-
come of this sweeping advertis-
ing effort proved very successful. 
People given the opportunity to 
learn about the truth of God and 
many reacted positively. More 
than 8,300 responses have been 
received and processed at the 
home office, with more arriving 
each day. As we continue with 
significant efforts to reach people 
with the gospel message through 
various print and digital means, 
we want you to know how much 
your support and encouragement 
means to us. We especially thank 
you for your enduring prayers 
that God would continue provid-
ing His much-needed guidance 
and great blessings. UN

The Sunday newspaper coupon 
ads reached over 122 million U.S. 

households.

Extensive Print Advertising Campaign 
Proves Productive

Date Offer Website Visits Booklet Requests

Week 1 & 2 Dec. 13-26, 2020 The Gospel of the Kingdom 443 242

Week 3  
& 4

Jan. 3-16, 2021 The Middle East
In Bible Prophecy

1,173 728

Week 5 
 & 6

Jan. 17-30, 2021 The United States and Britain 
in Bible Prophecy

2,201 1,189

Week 7 
 & 8

Jan. 31 – Feb. 13, 2021 Are We Living in the Time
of the End?

1,105 576

Week 9 & 
10

Feb. 14-27, 2021 Why Were You Born? 668 346

Week 11 
& 12

Feb. 28 – Mar. 13, 2021 The Horsemen of Revelation 906 560

Week 13 
& 14

Mar. 14-27, 2021 The Book of Revelation Unveiled 496 282

Week 15 
& 16

Mar. 28 – Apr. 10, 2021 You Can Have Living Faith 176 81

Week 17 
& 18

April 11-24, 2021 The Middle East 
In Bible Prophecy

628 341

Totals 7,796 4,345

Newsmax TV: 2-minute Spots Results  
The following table shows re-

sults for the first 18 weeks of run-
ning our 2-minute Beyond Today 
TV short-form video programs 
on Newsmax TV. An average of 

10 spots were aired each week. 
We are continuing to run spots 
as funds allow, most likely be 
through early June.

Peter Eddington

https://www.ucg.org/blogs/breaking-free
https://www.ucg.org/blogs/breaking-free
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Given the monitoring of 
electronic media in Myanmar, 
for our brethren’s protection we 
have refrained from using their 
full names or specific locations.

Myanmar—Events within 
the past few months have only 
further complicated a difficult 
situation for our members in 
Myanmar. This country, former-
ly Burma has been in conflict 
for decades. Ruled by the Brit-
ish and made a separate country 
in 1937, Myanmar was granted 
independence after WWII in 
1948. A short-lived democracy 
came in 1961. It was meant to 
recognize all ethnic groups, but 
failed to do so and was taken 
over and ruled by various facets 
of the military, creating a closed 
socialist system. Since Burma 
gained independence in 1948, 
more than 10 ethnic armed 
groups, due to non-recognition 
and oppression, have continu-
ously fought for their freedom.

During this time, a man 
named Saw asked for a vis-
it. Since visiting the country 
was impossible, he had to wait 
10 years before the country 
opened. Meanwhile, he read The 
Plain Truth and all of our book-
lets, which he learned about 
through Readers Digest ads. In 
1975, the country opened for 
a small window of time, and 
he was visited. With so much 
knowledge from reading all of 
the materials—and obvious-
ly with the help of God’s call-
ing—he had taught and trained 
many other people, and he and 
several others were baptized 
on that visit. A few years later, 
he was ordained. For years, he 
conducted Church services in 
Myanmar as the only elder.

The country soon closed 
again and once more it became 

nearly impossible to visit as Saw 
lived in a village an hour outside 
of Myaungmya, in the Irrawad-
dy delta, hours from the capital 
Yangon. He remained an elder 
until his death.

In 1993, his son, Davidson, 
who had been raised in the 
Church, was baptized by Victor 
Kubik during a trip to Thailand. 
Most visits until 2016 had to be 
done by meeting on the Thai side 
of the border. Prior to 2016, he, 
his wife and their two daughters 
spent time in a refugee camp in 
Thailand and were finally grant-
ed asylum in England. Through 
the Internet, he was able to keep 
contact with members in his and 
his father’s home village.

In 1947, Aung San became a 
hero to his people when he ne-
gotiated independence from the 
United Kingdom; that same year, 
he was assassinated. In March 
2016, the daughter of Aung San, 
Aung San Suu Kyi, who was just 
two years old when her father 
was murdered, won the pres-
idency in a landslide victory 
through a democratic election. 
During this time, Myanmar’s 
borders opened to foreigners. 
This allowed for a three-week 
visiting visa, and it also allowed 
for a five-year moving visa to be 
issued provided you could show 
support for five years ($500 per 
year).

This allowed for a minister 
to attend the Feast in Myanmar 
in 2017. With Davidson and 
his family as translators, Aaron 
and Michelle Dean attended the 
Feast with about 35 members 
who were living a few hours’ 
drive from Yangon and a long 
ride up the river by boat. At the 
Feast, Aaron Dean was able to 
baptize a new member and or-
dain a deacon.

Shortly after the 2017 Feast, 
desperate economic times 
caused land owners to demand 
that members work on the Sab-
bath. Soon after, about six hect-
ares of land near their village 
came up for sale and was pur-
chased along with some farm 
equipment to work the rice 
field, which was immediately 
tilled and planted.

Other members are located 
in central Myanmar. This area 
has fertile land good for farm-
ing fruits and vegetables. The 
truth was planted here by Leon 
Sexton after finding that most 
attendees of his Legacy school 
in Chiang Mai, Thailand, were 
actually from Myanmar, not 
Thailand. The late Earl Roemer 
and his son-in-law both visit-
ed this group over the past few 
years and although the group is 
not part of UCG, we have helped 
them with their needs, as have 
our members in Myanmar. 

In 2018, Boise brethren, 
Hong Kong brethren and others 
helped Legacy raise $6,000 to 
help purchase this land for the 
Church of God in central Myan-
mar. It is on a bend in a river, so 
there is plenty of water. The land 
was cleared, prepared and plant-
ed with vegetables by members 
and students at the school. The 
land now provides work and 
food. 

In Yangon, a prospective 
member found our web presence 
and in late 2018 contacted UCG 
requesting a visit in Yangon. He 
had been using our literature 
and meeting with a small group 
nearby. He was visited virtually 
by Davidson and a member of 
the Boise, Idaho, congregation. 
This man informed them about 
another group in Myanmar he 
is in contact with that has been 

using our web material for some 
time—and who consider them-
selves part of UCG. They would 
like to be visited by a UCG rep-
resentative.

Davidson, who had been 
translating the hymnal and 
many sermons into the Karen 
and Burmese languages as well 
as conducting services over the 
Internet, had planned to move 
back to Myanmar under the 
new plan. He continued to hold 
services over the Internet till the 
recent coup.

On Feb. 1, 2021, the military 
again took over the govern-
ment, arrested Aung San Suu 
Kyi and disrupted all commu-
nications including phones and 
media with intermittent Inter-
net. She is now deposed and 
facing charges to keep her from 
returning to power. Because of 
her popularity there have been 
massive protests met by military 
intervention to stop them. 

We now have confirmed in-
formation that the Committee 
Representing Pyidaungsu Hlut-
taw, CRPH, an interim gov-
ernment of the elected officials 
formed secretly after the coup, 
has formed a new government 
called National Unity Govern-
ment (NUG) on April 16, com-
prising of Burmese and ethnic 
minority groups in the coun-
try. As this future country will 
be comprised of multi-ethnic 
groups it is important that they 
start with full national solidari-
ty as they will also have to form 
their own army.

The military now in control 
has formed the Myanmar Mil-
itary Council Administration, 
which the CRPH has labeled as 
a terrorist group because of the 
coup against their elected pres-
ident and their actions against 

protestors. The ceasefire of the 
last five years is over; fighting 
has already begun between the 
two governments and a civil war 
appears imminent. For many in 
Myanmar, their location, tribal 
affiliation and just being in the 
wrong place at the wrong time 
can put them in harm’s way.

While the tribal members in 
the Irrawaddy delta area are not 
in as imminent danger as they 
are in Yangon, it is very unsafe 
in the area around Taungoo 
with many areas under attack. 
Attempts by tribal people to 
cross the Thai border have been 
met with the Thai military forc-
ing them back across the bor-
der and into harm’s way. One 
Church member, a nurse, was 
bandaging the injured in Yan-
gon when the military made 
them stop or be arrested and 
put in prison. The situation is 
tenuous and both militaries are 
conscripting young men, with 
one of our men already on a list.

Since March, members have 
not gathered together online as 
usual for Bible study and Sab-
bath services due to the Internet 
being cut by the Burmese mili-
tary council, which is trying to 
control news from Myanmar. 
For those who do have Wi-Fi, a 
weekly Sabbath service is con-
ducted from abroad via the In-
ternet. There are many who still 
wish to be visited and counseled 
with for baptism.

It appears that God opened 
the doors to buy the land to 
grow food for members in 
both locations—although war 
could disrupt this. Everyone 
has been warned to collect dry 
food, clothing and other basic 
needs. The decision made to 
send money a few days before 
bank transfers became difficult 
or impossible also seems prov-
idential. They have those funds 
to help members survive. While 
their safety is still in question 
and they have asked for prayers 
that they can be protected and 
continue to worship, these small 
miracles have helped. 

In the midst of all this tur-
moil and pain, it is edifying 
to see that the spiritual seeds 
planted in 1962 are still surviv-
ing through all of these years of 
trauma. May we all pray “Thy 
kingdom come” to end the pan-
demics and wars everywhere, 
and allow for the proliferation 
of God’s way of life. More mir-
acles are still needed for our 
members in Myanmar, and 
they appreciate prayers on their 
behalf from their brothers and 
sisters around the world. UN

Left: The vegetable farm run by members in Myanmar. Above: Saw Lay Beh and his 
wife with Guy Ames, the minister who visited and baptized them in 1975.



Milford, Ohio—“There-
fore, as we have opportunity, 
let us do good to all, especially 
to those who are of the house-
hold of faith” (Galatians 6:10). 
So wrote the apostle Paul about 
what Christians ought to be do-
ing. The Cincinnati congrega-
tions had such an opportunity 
in the past six months to fulfill 
this responsibility in an extraor-
dinary way by helping those in 
need both in our communities 
and our own brethren. This was 
done by distributing multiple 
tons of fresh food through the 
Farmers to Family Food Box 
Program.

This has been part of the 
Coronavirus Food Assistance 
Program, through which the 
United States Department of Ag-
riculture (USDA) has exercised 
its authority under the Families 
First Coronavirus Response Act 
to purchase and distribute ag-
ricultural products across the 
country. Through this program, 
the USDA has purchased up 
to $6 billion in fresh produce, 
dairy and meat products from 
American producers, and part-
nered with national, region-
al and local distributors to get 
these products packaged, boxed 
and shipped to various commu-
nity and faith-based organiza-
tions and non-profits who have 
worked to distribute these boxes 
to Americans in need. To date, 
the USDA and its partners have 
worked to distribute more than 

157 million boxes of food across 
the country. Doing so supports 
people in multiple ways. Those 
in the community receive free, 
farm-fresh food, and farmers 
are able to sell their food to the 
USDA and make a living. Dis-
ruptions in the supply chain due 
to COVID-19 closures left many 
farms with extra produce and 
no way to sell it, so this program 
helps farmers and families from 
one end of the supply chain to 
the other. 

Our Cincinnati volunteers, 
ranging from children to seniors, 
worked rain or shine to distrib-
ute the contents of 19 semi-
trucks containing approximate-
ly 24,000 boxes of food to the 
community and to our brethren 
on a now-weekly basis. On two 
occasions, rather than one semi-
truck we had two arrive. Each 
truck contained about 1,300 
25-30-pound boxes of food that 
we had to move in one day. 

The location for this project 
has proved ideal, as the Unit-
ed Church of God home office 
has a loading dock and a fork-
lift to move the pallets of food 
around. Those picking up food 
would drive to the home office 
where our helpers loaded their 
vehicles with boxes of food in a 
drive-through fashion. Besides 
individual families that went 
through the line, other benefi-
ciaries included food pantries 
and shelters that further re-
distributed the food. Each box 

contained a label that stated this 
distribution was provided by 
Beyond Today and the United 
Church of God. 

John Miller, our elder in 
northeast Ohio, also organized 
a farmers to families distribu-
tion through his manufacturing 
business in Sugarcreek, Ohio, 
which has similar warehouse fa-
cilities as the home office.

One of our teens was at 
work a few weeks ago when 
she noticed one of her custom-
ers with a Farmers to Families 
Food Box in her backseat. Our 
teen exclaimed, “Oh, my church 
hands those boxes out.” The 
woman began crying and said, 
“I don’t make much money, and 
those boxes help my family get 
through stretches of the week 
where we wouldn’t have much.”

This is just one of the many 
examples where the communi-

ty has been very appreciative of 
our congregation’s support and 
participation in this program. 
Our volunteers are routinely 
thanked by the individuals of 
the community who are benefit-
ing from the program.

While all programs have both 
strengths and areas for improve-
ment, in February of this year 
the Harvard Law School report-
ed on the results of a complete 
evaluation of this program— 
finding that it helped mitigate 
distributor job loss, supported 
small- and mid-size farms and 
helped reduce food waste.

The Bible speaks frequently 
about caring and loving those 
who are in need: “But whoever 
has this world’s goods, and sees 
his brother in need, and shuts 
up his heart from him, how 
does the love of God abide in 
him?” (1 John 3:17). The rela-

tionship between preaching the 
gospel and caring for the disad-
vantaged and vulnerable in our 
midst have gone hand in hand. 
Caring for the poor or those 
who need a hand is not our 
main mission nor is it the only 
means of preaching the gospel. 
Rather, it works alongside our 
mission of preaching as a mani-
festation of faith.  

This program, which ran 
through April, was a wonderful 
exercise. We’ve had hundreds, 
perhaps thousands of people 
come through our parking lot 
and see the shining light of our 
caring brethren. 

We thank all those who 
helped out with this opportuni-
ty, taken time to load boxes and 
shed the love of Jesus Christ on 
others in the community. 

Victor Kubik and
Troy Phelps

Volunteers from the Cincinnati East congregations regularly spent their Thursday afternoons setting up for the distribution, 
loading boxes and directing traffic in the drive-through line.
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Portland, Oregon—
With the theme of, “Be You 
Strong and of Good Courage” 
(Joshua 1:9), the Portland area 
members welcomed 75 ladies 
to Canby Grove for the annual 
Women’s Enrichment Week-
end of 2021. After a long year 
of COVID-19 restrictions and 
isolation, prayers were answered 
that this very special weekend 
could go ahead as planned and 
sisters in Christ could gather 
in-person for much needed fel-
lowship, encouragement and 
laughter.

Friday evening consisted of 
mixer activities with questions 
designed to reacquaint with one 
another and learn more about 
each another. The volume in the 

room was high, nearly as high as 
our lifted spirits being reunited 
with one another.

On the Sabbath, Daniel Por-
teous gave a sermon on the week-
end’s chosen theme “Be Strong 
and of Good Courage.” He not-
ed several places where these 
powerful words were passed on 
from God to Moses, Moses to 
the people of Israel (and Joshua 
specifically, who used the same 
words to encourage the Israel-
ites), and Paul to Timothy. In 
particular, we focused on King 
David charging his son Solomon 
with the task of building God’s 
Temple, using the Kiwi phrase, 
“Mate, she’s a pretty big job,” to 
encapsulate David telling his son 
to be strong and do it (1 Chron-

icles 28:20) Sometimes we may 
face fear and brokenness, which 
are challenges presented to us 
all. We came away empowered 
to ask God for His strength to go 
forward with whatever “big job” 
God has charged to us.

Later in the afternoon Barba-
ra Parada shared various types 
of courage (physical, social, in-
tellectual, moral, emotional and 
spiritual) while sharing biblical 
and secular examples of each 
type. She also shared how we can 
develop our “courage-muscle,” 
and once we are well underway, 
how we can help others develop 
their “couraging.”

The ever popular panel pre-
sentation finished the afternoon 
with five ladies sharing parts of 

their lives that have defined who 
they have become and how God 
has helped them overcome life’s 
trials in order to develop more 
faith and trust in Him.

The rest of the weekend 
consisted of the annual silent 
auction to help raise money for 
a van in Haiti, a game working 
through biblical questions in 
small groups in order to “scale 
the summit” together, plenty of 
food, snacks, camaraderie and 
laughter that we’ve come to love 
and appreciate during the en-
richment weekends.

After the past year full of tri-
als, challenges and unknowns, 
experiencing topsy-turvy times 
in our own personal lives, fam-
ilies, and globally, this women’s 

enrichment weekend offered a 
respite to boost our fortitude 
as we came together to focus 
on asking God to give us His 
strength and courage to continue 
facing the big jobs before us all.

All the ladies especially want 
to voice a thank-you to the la-
dies of the Spokane church who 
provided a copy of the book 
Women of Courage, by Mary 
Carver, for every attendee. This 
is a valuable tool to help us all 
take the lessons home and con-
tinue our growth to “be strong 
and of good courage,” and to ask 
God to help us not to become 
afraid, broken, or scattered in 
these crazy, turbulent times.

Ruby Scruggs and 
Linda Porteous

75 Gather for Women’s Enrichment Weekend in Oregon

Cincinnati Brethren Serve Community 
Through USDA Food Box Program
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Parkersburg, West Virginia—
On March 12-14, 2021, more 
than 100 teens joyously joined 
together at a new location in 
Parkersburg, West Virginia, for 
the annual UCG Midwest Teen 
Prom. It was extremely reward-
ing for our teens to be together 
after such a long year with lim-
ited fellowship opportunities. 
You could sense the excitement, 
joy and energy throughout the 
weekend. We were hosted by the 
gorgeous, historic Blennerhas-
sett Hotel, which provided the 
perfect backdrop for this “Roar-
ing Twenties” themed prom.  

The weekend activities be-
gan Friday night with a pizza 
social for teens and their fami-
lies. With more than 100 adults 
and teens talking and catching 
up, families were reluctant to 
end the night at curfew!  

On the Sabbath, we had 
more than 200 people in atten-
dance for services as we filled 
the space with singing to God 
in a joyous sound. The messages 
were inspiring and special mu-
sic was moving.

Prom night was the pin-
nacle. The teens started with a 
promenade around the histor-
ic Blennerhassett Hotel with 
their gorgeous dresses and well-
dressed escorts. The promenade 
ended in the ballroom, which 
was lit up with gold and glitter. 
Graduates were honored with a 
slide show featuring their favor-
ite song, pictures and achieve-
ments. A formal dinner was 
served and enjoyed prior to the 
night of dancing. It was a night 
full of memories these teens will 
take home until next year!

Sabrina Massie

“Roaring Twenties” Themed Teen 
Prom Held in West Virginia

Georgia—The Atlanta and 
Buford, Georgia, congregations 
hosted this year’s UCG South-
east Formal Weekend on April 
3-4, 2021. With the dance tak-
ing place on a Saturday evening, 
all preparations for the weekend 
were completed well in advance. 
Attendees arrived in town on 
Friday afternoon eager to ob-
serve the double Sabbath. Like 
last year’s formal, the weekend 
drew young people from many 
states, including Alabama, Ari-
zona, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 
North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsyl-
vania, Tennessee and Texas.

Based on the unique meeting 
venue, we were able to host ser-
vices and the dance at the same 
Atlanta location, yet in separate, 
well-sized rooms. On the Last 
Day of Unleavened Bread, we 
welcomed 191 brethren to ser-
vices. The service included an 
offertory piece played by Jasmine 
Aust along with Dane Howard 
and Bryce Fogelson who each 

played guitar pieces, with vocals, 
for special music. Philip Aust 
then delivered a sermon titled 
“What Should You Take From 
the Spring Feasts? Your Redemp-
tive Arc.”

Once the sun set, formal ac-
tivities began with attendees be-
ing welcomed to a 1930s-1940s 
Hollywood-themed dance. Sev-
eral wore period-inspired for-
mal wear. Decorations included 
an old film projector showing 
“Yankee Doodle Dandy” and 
“The Glenn Miller Story,” the 
smell of fresh popcorn from 
a nostalgic popcorn machine, 
interviews on the red carpet 
and parents taking pictures as 
paparazzi behind velvet ropes. 
The ballroom offered an in-
viting vintage-Hollywood feel 
with curtains on the sidewalls 
and a classic Hollywood sign 
at the front of the room. Given 
the theme, the music selection 
emphasized 1930s and 40s big 
band, along with songs that fit 

with current line dances. In ad-
dition to a sparkling cider toast 
in champagne flute glasses for 
our seniors, the group enjoyed 
a Chick-fil-A mid-dance deliv-
ery and a warm, glazed donut 
late-evening delivery. This year 
we honored ten seniors with a 
formal toast.

Following Saturday’s events, 
the weekend concluded with 
an activity at Stars and Strikes 
in Stone Mountain. All total, 95 
teens and family members en-
joyed bowling and the video ar-
cade on Sunday morning. And 
for those brave souls who had 
the time, 20 climbers finished 
the weekend with a hike up Stone 
Mountain, the most visited desti-
nation in Georgia.

Feedback to this year’s event 
was overwhelmingly positive. 
The Atlanta and Buford congre-
gations thank those who attend-
ed this year’s event and made it 
unforgettable.

Philip and Sarah Aust

“Vintage Hollywood” Themed Formal Weekend 
Held in Georgia

Young people from ten states gathered for the formal weekend in Georgia, 
with ten graduating seniors honored on Saturday night.

More than 100 teens enjoyed a night of dancing and music at the historic 
Blennerhausett Hotel in Parkersburg, West Virginia.

We are going to feature the class of 2021 in the July-August issue! Please take a few minutes to answer the questions below and send 
a photograph by June 7. Please keep it to 250 words maximum. Also include your phone number or e-mail address in case we need to 
confirm spellings, etc. (they will not be printed). Send with a recent, appropriate photo of the graduate by June 7. Digital photos should 
be at least 800 pixels in their smallest dimension to print sharply. Send by e-mail to un@ucg.org, or send by mail to United News, P.O. 
Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027 (postmarked by June 7). We may edit for clarity and/or length to meet the 250-word maximum 
length. 

Here’s what to include:
1. Graduate’s name
2. Parents’ names (if high school grad)
3. Congregation
4. School, work, internship, co-op or other accomplishments
5. Interests, interesting facts about yourself, Church activities you’re involved in, hobbies, unusual skills, etc.
6. Plans after graduation

Are you a graduating senior? Do you know a senior who is?

Sabrina M
assie

Robyn Kess

Robyn Kess



Average watch time per session on the 
Beyond Today TV Roku app so far this year. 

66 minutes
BY THE NUMBERS

Life insurance is an investment and risk management tool 
that many people use as part of their overall financial strate-
gy. Typically, it is used to provide financial security for family 
members in the event of a death. Life insurance death benefit 
coverage for a family should take into consideration income re-
placement and paying off debts, funding children’s education, 
final expenses such as funeral or estate costs and perhaps leav-
ing an inheritance. We ask a lot from that insurance premium 
we pay.

As part of a planned giving tool, life insurance can allow 
people to provide financial support for the charities or insti-
tutions they are passionate about. This is especially true for 
individuals where the life insurance policy has outgrown the 
initial need or when someone desires to pass along a significant 
charitable gift. If you wish to support the Church with your 
policy, the easiest way to achieve this long-term goal is to name 
the Church as a beneficiary on a new or existing life insurance 
policy. 

The policy owner can designate the Church as a sole or par-
tial beneficiary of a life insurance or annuity policy. Updating 
and reviewing your beneficiaries is always a good habit. These 
changes only become permanent after death. A simple bene-
ficiary change can provide the most flexibility when circum-
stances and needs change. While you won’t get a tax deduc-
tion while you are alive today, you do keep complete control of 
the policy and know your future gifts will be provided in your 
name. 

Gifts of life insurance death benefits to charity have advan-
tages for both the donor and the charity. Many donors cannot 
make a contribution of thousands of dollars at one time. For 
them, a gift of life insurance death benefits to charity will be a 
one-time gift that is larger than the total premiums paid. These 
large gifts are made affordable because life insurance is paid 
over a longer period of time and life insurance can often pay 
out more in benefits than what is paid into it.

For others, donating a permanent life insurance policy that 
requires no further premiums can provide a significant future 
gift and may provide some tax advantages. A gift of an existing 
life insurance policy is considered a gift of an ordinary income 
asset, and the tax deduction depends upon the value of the pol-
icy that is being gifted. When considering this option, it’s best 
to consult with a tax advisor (and/or financial planner) prior 
to signing any paperwork to ensure it’s the best choice for you. 

Advantages From the Donor’s Point of View
• The cost of setting up a gift of life insurance is less than 

setting up a trust, and without the legal expense and inconve-
nience of making a Will or codicil.

• Since the gift doesn’t pass through probate, the privacy of 
the donor is assured.

• Because of the contractual nature of an insurance policy, 
the gift doesn’t run the risk of being lost due to the Will being 
contested or invalidated. This also lessens the chance for delays 
between the time the donor dies and when the charity receives 
the proceeds.

Advantages From a Charity’s Point of View
• As opposed to other assets that are exposed to the risk of 

falling markets, gifts of life insurance guarantee a minimum 
benefit as long as premiums are paid.

• The policy benefits can be processed quickly upon proof 
of death without the lengthy delays of probate or time to settle 
an estate.

For more information, please contact our Planned Giv-
ing Coordinator Howard Marchbanks at (513) 570-2343, or 
plannedgiving@ucg.org. UN
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The Sabbath Rest: Beating the Tyranny of Tech
Presented by Darris McNeely 
Literature offered: Sunset to Sunset: God’s Sabbath Rest

May 2-8

May 9-15 Counterfeit Christianity
Presented by Steve Myers 
Literature offered: The Church Jesus Built

May 23-29 Was Jesus a Socialist or a Capitalist?
Presented by Gary Petty 
Literature offered: Managing Your Finances

May 30-
June 5

The Importance of Watching
Presented by Darris McNeely 
Literature offered: You Can Understand Bible Prophecy

June 6-12 How Do You Know God Exists?
Presented by Darris McNeely 
Literature offered: Does God Exist?

June 13-19 Why Were You Born?
Presented by Steve Myers 
Literature offered: Why Were You Born?

June 20-26 Discerning the Time of Jesus’ Return
Presented by Steve Myers 
Literature offered: Seven Prophetic Signs Before Jesus Returns

June 27-
July 3

The Sure Cure for Anxiety and Fear
Presented by Gary Petty 
Literature offered: Why Am I Suffering?

Life Insurance and Planned Giving

May 16-22 Why Is God So Unfair?
Presented by Gary Petty 
Literature offered: What Does the Bible Teach About Grace?

https://www.ucg.org/beyond-today

