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Mount Sterling, Ohio—
The Council of Elders conclud-
ed a two-and-a-half-day retreat 
at the Deer Creek Lodge and 
Conference Center in Mount 
Sterling, Ohio, on Friday after-
noon, Aug. 13. This was the first 
Council retreat in many years 
and several men expressed that 
this is possibly the first time to 
conduct such an event without 
a crisis or pressing issue that 
would dominate the discussion. 
Ten of the men were physically 
present, with Randy Stiver and 
Paul Wasilkoff joining by video-
conference.

I have been searching my 
mind for words to describe the 

atmosphere of this workshop 
and I keep returning to Ephe-
sians 4, where the apostle Paul 
pressed upon the Church to act 
“with all lowliness and gentle-
ness, with longsuffering, bearing 
with one another in love, en-
deavoring to keep the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace” 
(Ephesian 4:2-3).

This was truly a collegial en-
vironment, where every mem-
ber of the Council spoke freely 
and openly, expressing where 
they believed God was working 
and directing the Church. One 
of the many responsibilities of 
the Council enumerated in our 
bylaws is “to direct and control, 
by policy, the affairs and activi-
ties of UCGIA.”

The meetings went from 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m. the first two days, 
but several men reconvened af-
ter dinner talking until 9 or 10 
p.m. On Friday we ended at 1 
p.m. so men could travel to 
various congregations for the 
Sabbath.

We ran out of time and were 
not able to address everything 
we wanted to, but we did ad-
dress everything we needed to. 
The results of what we accom-
plished will be discussed with 
the administration, formally re-
manded to Council committees 
and ultimately developed into 
policies for the administration 
to then develop the Operating 
Plan and Budget. Once much of 
this is completed, more details 

will be shared to the ministry 
and the members.

On behalf of the entire Coun-
cil of Elders, I’d like to thank 

everyone who prayed for the 
success of these meetings. God’s 
Spirit was evident in all that we 
were able to accomplish. UN

Council of Elders Retreat Builds Bonds of Peace
By Len Martin

Attendees of the retreat smile for a photo. This event gave Council members 
the opportunity to communicate and build deeper working relationships

 in a more casual setting.
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The 23rd class of Ambassa-
dor Bible College has begun the 
new academic year. Alumni wel-
comed 17 new students to the 
program at a picnic on Sunday, 
Aug. 22, featuring not only an 
enjoyable meal but fun games 
and challenges to help partic-
ipants get to know each other 
informally. 

On Monday, faculty and staff 
led the students through orienta-
tion, explaining how ABC works 
and what to expect. Along with 
the other faculty, coordinator 
Frank Dunkle and registrar Steve 
Myers described how Ambassa-
dor Bible College is not just any 
other educational institution. 
The ABC program studies the 

Word of God and teaches godly 
principles of living for a lifetime. 
Thus, being at class in person and 
sharing experiences is a valuable 
part of the learning process. The 
thorough academic program will 
cover all the books of the Bible 
this academic year. Students also 
have the opportunity to serve in 
the Cincinnati congregations and 
the home office while preparing 
for the future.

President Victor Kubik ac-
knowledged the sacrifice of 
devoting an academic year to 
studying the Bible and he en-
couraged students to make the 
most of their time at ABC. He 
compared their opportunity to 
his own Ambassador College 
experience decades ago. Today’s 
students have many referenc-

es and resources that were not 
available a few years ago, and 
they will have unique opportu-
nities to serve God’s people.

Students in this year’s group 
come from 11 different states, 
and range from recent high 
school graduates to retirees. 
Their focus and enthusiasm 
show that they share the desire 
to study and understand God’s 
Word. 

The state of Ohio currently 
has not mandated restrictions 
affecting the conduct of ABC 
classes, so the program is pro-
gressing normally. Teens and 
young adults who are not cer-
tain about educational plans in 
the near future should consider 
ABC as a part of their prepara-
tion for the future. UN

http://ucg.org/members


Ludlow, Massachusetts—
In the beautiful green woods at 
a Boy Scout Camp in Ludlow, 
local members united for a semi- 
annual campout tradition on 
July 30-Aug. 1.

Friday afternoon and eve-
ning, brethren pitched their 
tents and unbagged their camp-
ing chairs while a taco bar din-
ner was prepared. To cap off the 
evening, local member Jacob 
Sutherland led everyone in a 
campfire hymn sing.

The Sabbath was sunny with 
a high of 75 degrees; a perfect 

day for services under the big 
tent and the shade of the trees, 
with 61 people in attendance.

Local pastor Andy Diemer 
and incoming pastor Andy Du-
ran delivered the two split ser-
mons. Mr. Duran delivered the 
first message, titled “Beware of 
Offenses,” on striving not to of-
fend and also not to be offended. 
Mr. Diemer closed the messages 
with, “In The Beginning, God,” 
the second split sermon focused 
on God’s incredible creation.

Mr. Diemer also delivered a 
Bible study titled “God Reveals 

Himself in Creation,” which fur-
ther explored God’s creation and 
our place in it all.

The Worcester, Massachu-
setts, congregation hosted the 
semi-annual gathering for its 
third year running. Local dea-
coness Erica Rains, who helped 
plan the event, said the church 
campout is the social event of the 
year and a perfect setting for the 
Sabbath.

“Really the Sabbath service is 
such a highlight,” she said. “Hav-
ing everyone come and having 
church outside, under the tent 

and hearing the brook rumbling. 
More people come in and we 
have a big crowd, with the chil-
dren running around playing to-
gether. It’s just great.”

The kids enjoyed a special 
Sabbath school activity on the 
life of David, with local deacon-
ess Kayla Rains leading the kids 
through a series of stations—
such as a harp-playing station 
and a station where they had to 
slay a wooden cutout of Goliath.

Mrs. Rains said the weekend 
takes a couple of months of orga-
nization and teamwork to have a 

smooth-running camp experi-
ence. The campout doesn’t hap-
pen without the loving care and 
volunteering of many.

“Julie [Salva] for instance 
is in charge of food prep,” Mrs. 
Rains said, referring to the four 
provided meals at the campout. 
“She just gets more and more 
organized every year. And the 
event just gets smoother and eas-
ier to run each time.”

The original dates for the 
campout were postponed by two 
weeks due to inclement weath-
er. The group certainly couldn’t 
have asked for better weather 
July 30-Aug. 1. The entire week-
end went off without a hitch. 
The event wrapped up Sunday 
with a group breakfast and take-
down. Local members David 
and Amanda Crawford led the 
kids in a Bible journaling activity 
while the grown folk took down 
camp and packed up to go home.

Kurt Reeter, local member, 
attended with his wife and son. 
He said it’s an event he would 
hate to miss. 

“I wish it was every year in-
stead of every other,” he said. 

Mrs. Rains agreed.
“It’s just something we all get 

excited for,” she said.
Amber Duran
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New England Churches Host Semi-annual Campout

Milford, Ohio—On Fri-
day, Aug. 13, the home office 
employees and their families 
came together for a special af-
ternoon of food, fellowship and 
lawn games at the home office 
of the United Church of God. 
This annual event was canceled 
last year due to COVID-19 re-
strictions, so this year proved 
an extra special celebration as 
everyone enjoyed each other’s 
company in person.

Home office staff and their 
families enjoyed the catered 

meal from a local Christian bar-
beque restaurant while fellow-
shipping inside the dining area 
of the home office and outside 
on the patio. Children enjoyed 
the water balloon toss and jum-
bo bubble wands on the hot 
summer day.

All of the employees present 
were entered into a raffle, and 
the children picked names out 
of a basket after lunch. Gift cards 
were handed out to the six em-
ployees who won the drawing.

The picnic concluded with 

ice cream bars for everyone 
while the children ran outside 
to finish their water balloon 
fight. 

Many thanks go to the plan-
ning team and volunteers who 
helped with set-up, take-down 
and safely serving the food. 
Their hard work made this after-
noon possible and provided an 
atmosphere in which employees 
could relax and spend time with 
each other as the summer draws 
to a close.

Ariana Del Signore

Picnic Held for Home Office Staff and Families

Left: Employees and their families 
watch the raffle drawing after lunch.
Above: The children cooled off with 

water balloons and ice cream.

Members of all ages in New England look forward to the largest social event of the year, which provides
 a picturesque setting in which to fellowship and keep the Sabbath together in God’s creation.

Council of Elders Meets at UCG 
Home Office for August Meeting

The Council of Elders (L-R): Dan Dowd, John Miller, John Elliott, Len Martin, Scott 
Ashley, Aaron Dean, Brian Shaw, Jorge de Campos, Mario Seiglie, Darris McNeely. 

Not pictured: Randy Stiver and Paul Wasilkoff.

Milford, Ohio—The Coun-
cil of Elders held its regular Au-
gust meeting at the home office 
from Aug. 16-19, 2021. With 
10 Council members meet-
ing in person, along with staff 
from church administration, 
two Council members—Paul 
Wasilkoff and Randy Stiver— 
attended online. 

The meeting included reports 
from president Victor Kubik, the 
operation managers, and chair-
men of the Council’s standing 
committees. Additionally, Coun-

cil chairman Len Martin dis-
cussed outcomes of the three day 
retreat and workshop conducted 
by Council members the previ-
ous week. A significant result of 
that workshop was a determi-
nation by the Council that the 
Church’s work be aligned even 
more with the principles of both 
truth and love. 

The Council continues to do 
its work in a spirit of camaraderie 
and good will. The next meeting 
is scheduled for December.

Frank Dunkle



I spent the last week of June 
2021 in Turkey, making a tour 
of the ancient cities that were 
home to the seven church con-
gregations addressed in Revela-
tion 2 and 3. Visiting these cities 
provided an important perspec-
tive on the state of Christian-
ity at that time and what the 
Church endured during the Ro-
man period. 

In the late first century A.D., 
Jesus Christ sent a message to 
each congregation addressing 
their spiritual condition. He 
urged several to repent. To them 

all He encouraged overcom-
ing and enduring to receive the 
crown of life. 

To the Church in the city 
of Sardis, Christ urged them to 
avoid a dangerous complacen-
cy which could cause them to 
stumble and miss their eternal 
reward. 

The city of Sardis occupied a 
large hill, called an acropolis, in 
a strategic location. The acrop-
olis was 1,500 feet high, sur-
rounded on three sides by steep 
cliffs. The fortress built atop this 
hill was thought to be impreg-

nable and unconquerable. How-
ever, twice, invading armies 
found a way up the mountain 
to overcome the soldiers de-
fending the city. The first was 
in the sixth century B.C., when 
Persian armies under Cyrus the 
Great swept through the region. 
Not learning from this, the city 
fell a second time in 215 B.C. to 
a Greek king. 

Jesus drew on this feature 
of the city when He urged the 
members of His Church in 
Sardis, “Wake up and strength-
en what remains and is about to 
die, for I have not found your 
works complete in the sight of 
my God. Remember, then, what 
you received and heard. Keep it, 
and repent. If you will not wake 
up, I will come like a thief, and 
you will not know at what hour 
I will come against you” (Reve-
lation 3:2-3, English Standard 
Version). It is a warning to not 
be complacent, thinking we are 

strong on our own. It is when 
we think we are strong that we 
could be the weakest—and be 
overwhelmed and fall spiritual-
ly. 

It is a sobering thought. The 
message ends with encourage-
ment to be on guard. I find this 
message to Sardis fascinating 
when understood in the context 
of the history of the city in an-
cient times. 

The messages to the seven 
churches, including this one to 
Sardis, are relevant to us today. 
Pressures of life and the world 
around us can overcome us, caus-
ing doubt and despair. The mes-
sage to Sardis offers us something 
to consider today as we form a life 
of faith to endure a world of chal-
lenge. I found my tour through 
Turkey to be a refreshing look at 
Christ’s care for His Church and 
people. He is alive and guiding 
His Church through each diffi-
cult moment. UN
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The Message to the Church at Sardis: Dangers of Complacency

Updates from Ministerial and Member Services

Rick Shabi is the treasurer for United Church of God. Ordained an 
elder in 2000, he pastors congregations in Orlando and Jacksonville, 
Florida. He can be reached at rick_shabi@ucg.org.

Pillars still stand at the site of the ancient city of Sardis. 
Behind them, the famous acropolis rises into the sky.

At the beginning of July, Randy Urwiller was named 
pastor of the congregation in East Texas in addition to his 
assignments as pastor of Ruston (Louisiana) and Texarka-
na. Dr. Urwiller began working six years ago as an assistant 
pastor for the congregation with his wife, Penny, assisting 
pastor Don Ward. Dr. Ward retired from employment at the 
end of June.

We greatly appreciate the dedicated service of these 
men and their wives.

Chris Rowland

In addition to serving on the Council of Elders, Darris McNeely hosts 
the Beyond Today television program and teaches at Ambassador 
Bible College. He can be reached at darris_mcneely@ucg.org.

United Church of God com-
pleted its most “unusual” fiscal 
year on June 30, 2021. It was a 
year in which COVID-19 left 
its mark on much of American 
life, and it left its mark on the 
Church, too. Emerging from 
lockdowns and layoffs early in 
the year, Sabbath services be-
gan to return to somewhat of 
a “norm,” and the Church was 
able to observe all the fall Holy 
Days, including the Feast of Tab-
ernacles, without interruption.

In the summer of 2021, 
the lingering coronavirus rose 
again, disrupting some Sabbath 
service schedules and lead-

ing us to realize that the world 
will not return to the “normal” 
many had hoped it would.

As we exit our fiscal year 
2021, we find ourselves in a 
new, uncertain world. So much 
has changed in the last 18 
months. Nothing that seemed 
stable or reliable then still seems 
that way. The coronavirus has 
changed things permanently.  

Again, we learned that there is 
one constant—one absolute Rock 
and Fortress we can rely on who 
can see us through rough times, 
pandemics, changing political 
environments and anything else 
that might come our way.  

The story of the Church’s 
fiscal year 2021 is God show-
ing His presence and showering 
His blessings in ways we could 
not foresee.  

Despite global uncertainty 
and setbacks, the Church had a 
very strong financial year, with 
more than $21 million in in-
come, up nine percent over the 
prior year. We see God’s hand in 
our finances, and we are grateful 
to Him and to the faithful mem-
bers, coworkers and other donors 
who have supported this work.  

Final numbers for fiscal year 
2021 will be released after the 
completion of the annual audit, 
which was conducted during the 
week of Aug. 16, 2021. The com-
plete audit report will be pub-
lished in the January-February 
2022 issue of United News, but 
allow me to provide just a few 
highlights.

The increase in income was 

mostly in the “core” income cat-
egories of first tithe and offer-
ings (General Contributions), 
up seven percent over the prior 
year; the Festival Fund (up 15 
percent) and Holy Day offerings 
(up 13 percent over the prior 
year).  

Because of the effect of 
COVID-19 on travel and meet-
ings or assemblies of all kinds 
for a good portion of the year, 
overall expenses for fiscal year 
2021 were down from the prior 
year and budget. As a result of 
higher income and lower ex-
penses, the Church’s excess of 
income over expense was quite 
“healthy.” God has indeed been 
faithful to His Church in bless-
ing us and putting us in a strong 
financial position.

 Please join us in prayer as 
we seek God’s will for the use 
and proper stewardship of the 
funds that He has provided. UN 

Operation Manager’s Update: Finances



Tribute to a Retiring Minister4

The United Church of God 
is pleased to honor Dr. Donald 
Ward and Mrs. Wanda Ward 
upon their retirement after 52 
years of serving Ambassador 
University and the brethren in 
the Church of God. They moved 
their family to Ambassador 
College in Big Sandy, Texas, in 
July of 1969, having given up a 
successful teaching and coach-
ing career at Delta State Univer-
sity in Mississippi.

Dr. and Mrs. Ward have 
contributed greatly to the work 
of the Church dating back to 
1969, when Don attended Am-
bassador College. He was or-
dained into the ministry on 
June 18, 1977. From 1970-1972, 
Dr. Ward was a student and fac-
ulty member before becoming 
Associate Dean of Faculty in 
1973. Dr. Ward served for many 
years at the Big Sandy and Pas-
adena campuses of Ambassador 
College in many capacities, in-
cluding as Dean of Faculty, Vice 
President, President, Academic 
Dean and Vice Chancellor. Dr. 
Ward also has pastored congre-
gations in Texarkana, Tyler, Big 
Sandy (East Texas) and Hous-
ton, Texas, as well as Ruston, 
Louisiana. He served on the 
Council of Elders from 1996-
1997, 1998-2008 and 2011-
2021, and served as Chairman 

from 2016-2020. 
Dr. Ward was a crucial part 

of the early years of Ambas-
sador College. Because of his 
efforts, the college received ac-
creditation in the shortest time 
possible. He also secured state 
certification to confer degrees, 
enroll international students, 
enable students to receive Fed-
eral student loans and transfer 
credits to other colleges. He 
also founded the Youth Educa-
tion Services and Ambassador 
College’s intercollegiate athlet-
ic program, the Labor in the 
Word ministerial training pro-
gram, World News and Prophecy 
publication and the Ministerial 
Journal. As an instructor, Dr. 
Ward taught the first class at 
Ambassador Bible College and 
has taught nearly every educa-
tion and theology course in the 
curriculum. He also has written 
articles for college and Church 
publications and recorded 287 
radio programs which were 
broadcast.

Dr. Ward commented, 
“Studying, learning and teach-
ing has been my passion. It has 
been the pleasure of my wife 
and I to know and work with 
some of the most talented and 
committed people on the face 
of the earth. We continue to 
receive letters and phone calls 

from co-workers, brethren, 
parents and students express-
ing their appreciation for what 
we have been able to impart 
to them. And in turn, we have 
been greatly encouraged by 
seeing and hearing about the 
success of our students and all 
those we have been able to work 
with. The contributions they 
have made to the Church and 
society are music to our ears—
the examples in the Church of 
successful families being the 
most encouraging.”

On June 19, 2021, the Wards 
were honored in the East Tex-
as congregation. After church 
services, a reception with re-
freshments was held. Gifts were 
presented to the Wards from 
the local congregation and from 
Mark Welch on behalf of the 
Church. The gifts included a cut 
crystal engraved with one of Dr. 
Ward’s favorite scriptures, Isa-
iah 6:8: “Also I heard the voice 
of the Lord, saying: ‘Whom 
shall I send, And who will go 
for Us?’ Then I said, ‘Here am 
I! Send me’”; a framed print of 
“Daniel’s Answer to the King” 
by Briton Riviere, and a shad-
ow box with the poem “Hoe to 
the End of the Row.” Members 
expressed thanks and encour-
agement in a card to the Wards. 
At the end of the presentation, 
everyone spontaneously stood 
and applauded Dr. and Mrs. 
Ward. Members shared their 
thanks and appreciation for Dr. 
and Mrs. Ward. UCG mem-
bers Roger and Linda Daniels 
said, “Mrs. Ward, thank you for 
your gracious hospitality and 
direct encouragement in the 
Church’s local community out-
reach. Dr. Ward, thank you for 
the expository teaching of God’s 
Word, and for encouraging us as 
speakers to do the same. Both of 
you have planted seeds of hope 
and love in our lives . . .”

Several friends and co-
workers have shared comments 
about their experience working 
with the Wards. Space does not 

permit us to include all, but be-
low are some of the comments:

Tony Wasilkoff: “1 Peter 4:9 
instructs, ‘Be hospitable to one 
another without grumbling.’ 
Back in those days hospitality 
usually entailed lodging along 
with sustenance for several days 
with no expectation of any remu-
neration. Being genuinely hos-
pitable, then and now, requires 
personal sacrifice. For two con-
secutive Februaries, the Council 
of Elders met in Big Sandy, Tex-
as. Each time the Wards hosted 
multiple Council members and 
usually their wives, in their love-
ly home exemplifying genuine 
Texan Christian hospitality. We 
thank both Dr. and Mrs. Ward 
for their many years of tireless 
service to the Church in many 
roles, including the many years 
on the Council, where a great 
deal of personal sacrifice was so 
essential.”

Gary Antion: “For over 40 
years I have known Dr. Don 
Ward as a fellow minister, faculty 
colleague, boss, sports enthusi-
ast, Council member and friend. 
In those interactions, I saw Don 
as an individual who was intelli-
gent, decisive, forthright, hospi-
table and wise. One who would 
stand for the truth of God’s Word 
and doctrinal integrity. He was 
forceful and thoughtful in his 
sermons and contributions as a 
leader. He championed Ambas-
sador University’s accreditation 
as an institution and advised the 
beginnings of Ambassador Bible 
Center (now College). We have 
become closer through the years 
with him and Wanda, his wife. 
Barb and I have enjoyed dinners 
and stimulating conversations 
with them over a range of topics 
as we have had so many simi-
lar circumstances. They gave of 
themselves in service to others, 
so congratulations to him on his 
retirement to take some time 
for themselves to enjoy their 
personal interests. Barb and I 
are honored to call them close 
friends!”

Mark Welch: “Dr. Ward was 
one of my favorite instructors 
while at the Big Sandy campus 
of Ambassador University in 
1974-1977. I always appreciat-
ed his approach to learning and 
education. He has been a won-
derful mentor and role model 
for many of us serving in the 
ministry of Jesus Christ today. 
His continued contributions in 
UCG are greatly appreciated!”

Dr. Frank Dunkle: “Dr. 
Ward set a standard for Ambas-
sador College and later for ABC 
that we still strive to maintain. 
His classes were always my fa-
vorites because of the depth and 
thoroughness of instruction—
as well as his passion for teach-
ing God’s Word. I have striven 
to follow his example at Ambas-
sador Bible College and to carry 
on his legacy.”

Dan Dowd: “One of the best 
legacies an individual can have 
is to have positively impacted 
many, many lives. To serve God 
and to faithfully proclaim His 
gospel further enriches such a 
legacy. This is Dr. Ward. From 
his service as an instructor at 
Ambassador College, to his ser-
vice as a pastor, and from his 
service on the Council of Elders 
for a number of years, Dr. Ward 
has made a spiritual difference 
in the lives of God’s people. It 
has been my honor to learn 
from him and to serve beside 
him. I wish him the best in his 
retirement.”

Don and Wanda have been 
married for 65 years. They have 
two daughters and tragically lost 
their oldest daughter, Sherrie, to 
breast cancer two years ago. The 
Wards have four grandchildren 
and three great-grandchildren. 
After retirement, Dr. Ward 
plans to keep studying the word 
of God, preaching and teaching 
the word of God, and serving 
the brethren as opportunities 
present.

Sarah Baker,  
Ariana Del Signore  

and Lisa Fenchel

The United Church of God 
has announced an opening for 
a video editor. The position will 
be responsible for editing in-
ternal video projects including:

• Sermon videos
• Ministerial training videos
• Educational videos
• Special project videos
• Camera operation for 

Beyond Today television

• Plus, any other projects as-
signed by supervisor

The ability to work closely 
with a team in a creative envi-
ronment is essential. 

Knowledge of video editing 
software (Adobe Premier Pro, 
Apple Final Cut or Avid Media 
Composer) is required, and 
competency using photo edit-
ing software (Photoshop) and 

animation software (Adobe Af-
ter Effects) is a plus, along with 
storytelling skills and an eye for 
detail. 

A bachelor’s degree (B.A.) 
and one to two years’ direct re-
lated experience is preferred, 
with training in communica-
tion. An equivalent combina-
tion of education and experi-
ence may be considered. 

Strong language, logic and 
communication skills, and al-
gebra/geometry level math 
skills are required. 

Those applying for consid-
eration and invited for an inter-
view must supply a portfolio of 
their work.

Potential employees must 
be baptized members (in 
good standing) of the United 

Church of God. 
Applicants must be bib-

lically literate and possess a 
thorough working knowledge 
of the doctrines, beliefs and 
practices of the United Church 
of God.

To request a job application 
or for questions about the 
position, please contact human_
resources@ucg.org. UN

Media Job Opening: Video Editor



The United Youth Camps program is now 26 years old. This year, five teen sum-
mer camps where held in June and July. During that time, 423 campers and 276 staff 
attended one of the five camps. Winter Camp is scheduled for Dec. 27-Jan. 2. In spite of 
an outbreak of COVID-19 at Camp Pinecrest, there were five COVID-19-free camps, 
beginning with Winter Camp last December. Campers and staff were overjoyed to be 
together in the camp environment since no summer camps were held in 2020. Camp 
directors were very pleased with their staff. Many first-time staff stepped into the gap 
to bolster the staff numbers. We want to extend our thanks to all of the dedicated staff 
members who served this year.

One camp director wrote: “The theme was positively received, and lent to some re-
ally good questions and discussion throughout the week both in the Compass Check, 
Christian Living and dorm parent discussions.”

We strive to continuously improve the camp experience for all involved. The UYC 
program wishes to thank all of the parents, campers and staff for working together 
this summer. 
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Located near Bellefontaine, Ohio, Camp Cotubic was held this year from June 
20-27. In total, 127 teens and 61 staff came together for a week spent in the Zone, 
focusing on being anchored to God. Each day began with Christian Living to center 
us on the main reason we have camp—to set our sails for the Kingdom of God and 
to draw closer to God. The teens would then head to their first activity for the day. 
Our amazing staff led them in fun and challenging activities which included archery, 
arts and crafts, volleyball, waterfront, high ropes, the rockwall, ziplining, speedaway, 
softball, basketball, dance, Bible class and the Amazing Race.  

Perfect weather of clear skies and cool breezes set the stage for a wonderful week. 
Each year Cotubic staff comments on how great our campers are and this year was no 
different. Scott Stephens, the director of the Camp Cotubic facility, commented, “You 
guys are one of our favorite groups to come to camp.  We just love having you here.”

Their participation, enthusiasm and laughter made it a joy for the staff to serve 
them! Even though many teens were challenged with at least one activity being out-
side their comfort zone, they were always willing to give it their best effort while 
having a great attitude. It was inspiring to see them conquer their fear on the high 
ropes and to work together during the Amazing Race. 

The Sabbath day was a time of study and fellowship along with beautiful special 
music performed by the campers and staff. The staff then served teens the tradition-
al, formal dinner banquet and after sunset a final dance signaled the end of another 
fantastic year at Camp Cotubic.  

Plans are already underway for Cotubic 2022 running from June 19-26. We look 
forward to seeing everyone there for another spectacular camping experience!

Josh Creech

Camp Cotubic

Northwest Camp was once again held on the Pacific Coast at beautiful Camp 
Magruder located at Rockaway Beach, Oregon. Eighty campers and 44 staff enjoyed 
the nearly perfect sunny weather while learning to “Be Anchored to God” throughout 
their lives. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, we had to make some modifications in or-
der to operate the camp program this year. The restrictions included wearing masks 
when inside the major buildings, eating meals outside on picnic tables and dividing 
the campers into three “cohorts.” The cohorts remained six feet or more apart and were 
identified when indoors by the colors of masks provided by UYC. The masks we pur-
chased were athletic ones that provided ease of breathing but fulfilled the requirements.

The activities were primarily on site this year, including kayaking on Smith Lake, 
pickleball, archery, beach volleyball, skimboarding and boogie-board riding in the 
waves, speedaway on the beach, dance class (held outdoors on a patio), outdoor pho-
tography, softball and waterskiing at Lytle Lake. The daily Christian Living themes were 
discussed and reinforced in the activities during each day.

Monday night campfire was held on the beach with the sun setting over a calm 

Pacific Ocean. Tuesday evening was the first all-camp dance, and Wednesday evening 
campers and staff enjoyed a beautiful ride on the Oregon Coastal Scenic Train. The 
train is a vintage 1925 steam engine with three vintage passenger cars. Due to the co-
horts and the lower number of campers this year, teens were able to spend even more 
time together and develop deeper friendships.  

After Sabbath services our traditional camp banquet was a highlight, followed later 
that evening by the last dance of camp. Due to the restrictions we had to operate camp 
with thirty fewer staff than normal this year, so all of the staff had double or triple duty 
assignments. A special thanks to all of them! Their hard work and dedication made a 
great camp experience possible for the campers.

We are thankful for God’s protection as everyone remained healthy and the camp 
nurse only had to deal with a few sprains and bruises. Thanks to everyone for your 
prayers and support of the UYC camp program! We are looking forward to Northwest 
Camp 2022, which will be July 24-31.

Rex Sexton

Northwest Camp

Cotubic

Northwest

Northwest

Steve Nutzman,
UYC National Coordinator

This hope we have as 
an anchor of the soul, 
both sure and stead-
fast, and which enters 
the Presence behind 
the veil.
Hebrews 6:19



Southwest Camp ended on July 11 after a wonderful week of time together as 
family in the pines outside of Prescott, Arizona. Forty-eight campers and 54 staff 
spent the week in “The Zone,” focused on growing closer to God and in turn, to one 
another. The Christian Living theme this year, “Be Anchored to God,” was well re-
ceived, and as the week went on, the Christian Living classes, activities and the time 
spent together helped to bring us all together as brothers and sisters. 

Our incredible staff helped the campers challenge themselves, have fun and ex-
perience success in activities such as archery, low ropes, field sports, volleyball, arts 
and crafts, dance and so much more. Our dedicated kitchen staff kept us fueled up 

with great food, so we could have the energy to make the most of the week we had 
together.

God gave us great weather, with cooler temperatures and rain which helped to 
knock down the surrounding fires, and keep us a bit cooler throughout the week, 
which was greatly appreciated.

Mr. Aaron Creech, the pastor of the Sacramento, California, and Reno, Nevada, 
congregations will serve as the camp director at Southwest Camp in 2022, and Ben 
Light will be assisting Mr. Rex Sexton at Northwest Camp.

Ben Light

Southwest Camp

During the last week of July, 70 campers and 55 staff members spent an amazing 
week of teen camp in Temple, Georgia.

Some of the highlights we were thankful for this year included:
• Courageous campers willing to share their personal challenges with one 

another and to express their gratitude for the support and encouragement they’ve 
received at camp.  

• A wonderful team of dedicated dorm counselors who connected with and 
encouraged their campers in a meaningful way every day. It’s the most intense job at 
camp, but also the most rewarding.  

• Amazing campfire time every night led by a different team of young adult staff 
members. Many had a very interactive theme and led to some wonderful moments. 
Our young adults have so much to offer and we are thankful for their enthusiasm and 
dedication to come to camp and serve their younger brothers and sisters each year.

• Tubing on the river! For three days in a row, we took a different brother and sister 
dorm offsite to a tubing outfitter. We floated downstream, ending at a park where we 
enjoyed lunch provided by a lovely couple from the Atlanta congregation.    

• Beautiful weather on Tuesday with cloud cover and a cool, refreshing breeze 
throughout the day.

• Many fun sports, deep conversations and challenging activities filled our week 
and we could not be more grateful to God for the opportunity to have been there, as 
many campers and staff expressed in the many prayers throughout camp.  

• The dedication of many behind-the-scenes staff members who made camp possi-
ble—we appreciate them all so much and every role this year was critical since we were 
short-staffed due to last minute quarantines before camp began. God filled in the holes 
and all went smoothly.

• A beautiful and moving camp hymn, “Seek Ye First,” was sung every evening to 
end the day. All arms were linked with everyone swaying to the melody. The descant 
part was beautifully sung by some of the ladies and we were accompanied by guitar.  

• One camper summed up Camp Woodland this way: “It doesn’t just feel genuine 
here, it is genuine.” What greater compliment could we hope for?

Many of you, as well as campers and staff, were praying fervently every day for God 
to protect the camp from any outbreak of illness or injuries and God did absolutely 
provide that protection. Our God is more powerful than anything we could face and we 
saw that great power of protection during camp.

Jay and Jennifer Ledbetter

Camp Woodland

Camp Pinecrest had a milestone year. in 2021 A 25th anniversary is always a special 
occasion, and it was another memorable time to be at Camp Pinecrest for our 25th 
summer in southeast Missouri. While many campers and staff dealt with the effects of 
testing positive for COVID-19 after camp, this summer’s camp experience provided 
many new campers and staff volunteers the opportunity to build new relationships 
and nurture established ones, dive deep into the word of God, and have lots of fun. 

Driving back onto the Pinecrest campus brought back memories of summers past 
at the well-maintained camp we have come to love. Pinecrest’s staff greeted us warm-
ly and we looked forward to another wonderful week of diving into God’s word and 
strengthening relationships. Staff members arrived a day early to enjoy the Sabbath 
together on July 10, with most campers arriving on Sunday, July 11 to officially begin 
our camp week. A total of 96 teens took part in Camp Pinecrest this year, along with 
63 amazing staff members who served our teens. From support staff to activity teams 
to senior staff, each staff member fully immersed him or herself in “The Zone” and 
offered extra help wherever needed.

Each morning the whole camp came together to begin our day in God’s Word. 

We explored this year’s theme “Be Anchored To God,” which was divided into the 
subthemes of “Find Your Anchor,” “Set Your Anchor,” “Weather the Storm,” “Set Sail,” 
and “Finish the Voyage.” These subthemes beautifully set the tone for each day’s ac-
tivities.

While many of the traditional activities remained, a new photojournalism class 
was added this year. Campers were instructed in photography techniques and then 
enjoyed photographing some camp activities themselves. While all campers partic-
ipated in activities ranging from Bible class, dance and team building at low ropes 
to photojournalism, speedaway and stand-up paddleboarding, a significant number 
of campers took it to the next level by earning proficiency awards in archery, riflery, 
rock climbing, softball, swimming and/or volleyball.

Over the many summers that have been enjoyed at Camp Pinecrest, storied tra-
ditions have been established and become fond memories that have made Camp 
Pinecrest a well-loved destination. We look forward to another week at Pinecrest 
next summer from July 3-10, 2022.

Mike Phelps

Camp Pinecrest
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Everyone was excited to return to Camp Buckeye in north-central Ohio this sum-
mer and God blessed us with warm, sunny days! The daytime highs were in the mid to 
upper 80’s and overnight temperatures were in the low 60s. Camp was slightly smaller 
than in previous years. This year we had 62 campers and 54 staff members for a total 
of 116 people. This was about 50 people less than in prior years, but it sure reduced 
the wait during mealtimes!

Messages during the Christian Living classes each morning centered around “Be-
ing Anchored to God,” keeping our minds fixed on the Kingdom of God and proof of 
God’s existence as seen in creation.

Activities began the evening the campers arrived with Novelty Olympic relay 
games. The daily activities included archery, arts and crafts, basketball, broomball, 
canoeing, fishing, field games, gaga ball, indoor games, kickball, nature walk and wa-
tersports. 

The nature walk had to be modified slightly to avoid it becoming a mealtime for 
the mosquitoes. This is the first time anyone could remember the mosquitoes being 
this thick. Apparently, they also missed not having campers around last summer.

Our evening campfire highlights included the traditional Monday night sing-along 
led by Mark Graham, including a new “Camp Buckeye” song written by Mr. Graham. 
We also had kettle corn on Tuesday night after minute-to-win-it games.

We’re very grateful to God for blessing us with a wonderful, safe camp and an 
amazing group of volunteer staff that worked very hard to help our children have an 
enjoyable camp experience. This year we honored Mrs. Joan Bornhorst for her 10 
years of serving as the Food Services Manager. Since she began in 2011, Mrs. Born-
horst has fed 1,450 campers and staff. Mrs. Bornhorst has decided it was time to “pass 
the spoon” and we are so happy to have Mrs. Judy Rangel accept that responsibility.  

Len Martin

Lake Placid was the location for our first preteen camp for the state of Florida, 
held June 6-9, with 35 campers and 47 staff. Our theme, “Be Anchored to God,” car-
ried through Christian Living classes, arts and crafts, the scavenger hunt, Compass 
Check, dorm parent time and other activities. We used the elements of “The Zone” 
for the challenge course, which proved to be a favorite! Other enjoyable aspects of 
the schedule were lake time and slip-n-slide, which cooled us off during the hot 
afternoons. Evening highlights included novelty olympics, a bonfire with s’mores 
and movie night with pre-show video montage of camp photos and drone footage. 

God blessed us with hard-working teen and adult staff from over six states and 
two countries! United Youth Corp sponsored Kendall Barthelmy from St. Lucia and 
Dayne Stewart from Jamaica to serve as boys’ counselors. This leadership training 
will be valuable when we are able to have a Caribbean summer camp again in the 
future. For most campers this was their first time attending a United Youth Camp, 
and they wished it could have been longer! Thank you to those who donated your 
time, resources and finances to make this opportunity possible. You are a blessing!

Jeff Lockhart

Campers and staff met for the 19th year of camp at the beautiful Ironwood Springs 
Christian Ranch near Rochester, Minnesota. There were 119 of us: 49 preteens, nine 
mini dorm campers under age five, 14 teen staff and 47 adult staff. We enjoyed four 
days of living, playing and working together “God’s way.” Campers and staff attended 
from several states including Oregon, Texas, Illinois, Missouri, South Dakota, North 
Dakota, Wisconsin, Iowa, Indiana, Michigan and Minnesota.

Camp was held July 11-14. God blessed the camp with His protection and beau-
tiful weather for our outdoor activities. A much-needed rain moved into the area on 
Wednesday morning which moved some activities inside but did not dampen spirits.  

One of our goals is to enrich campers’ lives by giving them opportunities to build 
relationships with others who share common beliefs, and to deepen their relationship 
with God by getting to know more about their loving Father through daily Christian 
Living and music classes. The theme of this year’s camp was “There is Nothing Our 
God Can’t Do.” Christian Living classes emphasized how great and awesome our God 
is and how much He loves His children. The theme was emphasized throughout the 
day in activities and in the evening wrap-up dorm time. We focused our final Chris-
tian Living classes on building a relationship with God through prayer. The campers 
enjoyed watching Jelly’s newest video, “Jelly Learns to Pray.” The campers immedi-
ately began trying to memorize the lyrics. One parent wrote and said his six-year-old 
was singing it on the long trip home.  

Campers also experienced a variety of challenging and fun activities including: 
horseback riding, swimming, zip-lining, arts and crafts, field games, climbing wall, 
archery, BB guns, creek walk, team challenge, sling shot and tubing down a long 

slip-n-slide. Campers also enjoyed evening activities including a carnival, a campfire 
sing-along/fireside chat, Novelty Olympics and on the final night, a dance with Jelly 
followed by a treasure hunt.

Camp Ironwood is known as a family camp with many parents bringing their 
preteens and teens (and even children under five) to spend four days together in a 
loving, nurturing family environment. This year, a wonderful group of teens served 
as assistant counselors and activity assistants and were big brothers and sisters to 
the campers. Adult staff included many parents who served as activity coordinators, 
counselors, support staff and dorm parents. Parents also enjoyed the opportunities 
to interact with their children during meal times and evening camp activities. It was 
a fun-filled four days! One counselor wrote: “I watched a group of young boys from 
different families and backgrounds start out separate, and come together as a family. 
And like any family, it may not always be perfect; the love and kindness they showed 
each other after our talk the first day, was enough to make me proud of them .  .  .” 
One parent commented that their child returned home happier than they’d been in 
a long time.  

Jamie Schreiber made a video for campers to recall special camp memories. It can 
be viewed at bit.ly/ironwood2021. The friendships, camaraderie, nurturing family 
environment, and working and playing together according to God’s way of life is an 
experience that those who attended Camp Ironwood will not soon forget. We praise 
God and thank Him for another successful year and welcome campers and teens to 
Camp Ironwood in 2022!

David Schreiber

Camp Buckeye

Although we needed to cancel three of our pre-
teen camps this summer, I am happy to report that 
we had nearly 600 campers and staff enjoy another 
wonderful camp experience! The five camps that we 
did have—Nacome, Florida, Ironwood, Buckeye and 
Seven Mountains—all were very profitable and en-
joyable camps as you will see in their reports. I per-
sonally had the opportunity to visit Camp Nacome 
and Camp Florida this summer and was greatly im-
pressed with the richness of our camps. These camps 
allow adults and children to interact in some very 
encouraging and valuable ways. They help adults and 

children, alike, to draw closer together in bonds of love, camaraderie and friendship. 
So many lessons of the value of cooperating with one another in the spirit of unity are 
experienced daily during camp. And the children and adults just have a lot of fun play-
ing games and challenging themselves in various ways that are new and exciting! It re-
ally is difficult to overstate the value of our camps upon our children and families. We 
greatly appreciate all our 
adult and teen staff who 
volunteer to make camp so 
beneficial for our preteens. 
We look forward to having 
a full complement of pre-
teen camps next summer!

Mark Welch, 
UYC Preteen Camps Coordinator

Camp Ironwood

Camp Florida
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What a wonderful blessing from God it was to return to Camp Nacome. Thir-
ty-four campers and 62 teen and adult staff came together at the Nacome Camp and 
Conference Center in Pleasantville, Tennessee, from May 31-June 3. This year’s theme 
of “Being Anchored to God” explained to campers what it meant to find their “anchor” 
in the faith and hope of God’s purposeful plan for each of them and how Christ, the 
forebearer, leads the way in their relationship to God.

We began the Sunday after campers’ arrived with camper orientation followed by 
our annual novelty olympics. Then each day was started with a Christian Living class 
where presenters covered our theme with examples of what it meant to find, set and 
build upon their anchor. During the day, campers enjoyed a variety of activities like 
axe throwing, archery, slingshots, arts and crafts, swimming, low ropes. We also had 
a new activity for graduating preteens—high ropes, which included the big swing, the 

rock wall, zipline and the “leap of faith.” It was clear that  God’s hand was in all activi-
ties, service from our staff, safety and weather.

Spirits and attitudes remained high throughout the four days of camp with smiles 
and laughter from campers inspiring the staff with joy and thanksgiving for this op-
portunity to serve our youth after a year off from summer camp programs. For some, 
it was their first time serving at a preteen camp, for some their first time at Camp 
Nacome and for others, a wonderful reminder of how great the rewards are when in-
vesting in the up-and-coming youth.  

Look for announcements after the Feast of Tabernacles 2021 for Camp Nacome 
2022 dates, which will likely fall between late May and early June. Thank you to all who 
serve our youth and we look forward to seeing you next year, God willing.

Matthew Puckett

God blessed us with a wonderful, exciting and peaceful year at Camp Seven Moun-
tains. We had 82 campers and around 100 staff, parents and grandparents. The theme 
this year centered around the story of the perseverance of Ezra and Nehemiah. We got 
an early taste of our theme as we sat down for dinner the first night. There was a down-
pour of rain and a power outage just as the food was served, so we dined by lantern 
light as we got to know each other and bunked by flashlight until power was restored 
late that night. Campers and staff persevered and even embraced the difficulties!

We kicked off our days with delicious physical food provided by our kitchen staff, 
followed by the spiritual food of Christian Living classes, which were separated by dorms 
and included videos, handouts, games, crafts and Bible reading. We talked about the 
struggles Ezra and Nehemiah faced to get a better understanding of their lives and faith.

Every day had numerous activities such as archery, boating, kayaking, paddle board-

ing, field sports, human foosball, volleyball, woodworking, crafts, swimming, gaga ball, 
tie-dye and more! At the end of camp, campers and staff proudly wore their tie-dye, 
and the mess hall was filled with vibrant hues and smiles. Each night after dinner there 
were camp-wide games such as flag tag, dodgeball and our annual capture the flag game 
with snacks at the end. Afterward, we gathered around the campfire and settled in to 
be entertained with stories, songs and games. Eight of our 82 campers were three years 
old and under and enjoyed morning activities of their own with Bible lessons, activities, 
songs and games at their level. It was delightful to see the parents and staff work togeth-
er as we guided our children to develop and deepen friendships with each other and our 
heavenly Father. It was a blessing to hold camp this year and we are already excited for 
next year. Mark your calendars for July 31-Aug. 3, 2022 and we’ll see you there!

Lindsey Massie and Rachel Massie

Colombia’s youth camp was carried out with great success at the Hotel Colonial in 
the municipality of Chinácota, Norte de Santander. This year 13 young people between 
the ages of 11 and 22 participated. Initially, 18 campers were scheduled to participate, 
but for various reasons, five of them were unable to attend.

The camp was held from June 21-25 with high expectations among the participants, 
especially the two youngest, for whom it was their first camp experience. Everyone en-
joyed five days of pleasant Christian fellowship. Because the rainy season this year lasted 
a little longer than normal, the weather was not very favorable. However, it was not an 
obstacle for our young people to enjoy outdoor activities such as walking, swimming 
in the pool, campfire and others. Unlike other years, this time we all stayed in the same 
house, big enough to hold up to 25 people. So, with a total of just 17 people between 
campers and support staff, there was enough space for everyone.

Each day we began with a prayer before heading out to the hotel dining room for 
breakfast. Then we went back to have the Christian living class. This year the central 
theme was based on 1 Corinthians 10:31, “Therefore whether you eat or drink, or what-
ever you do, do all to the glory of God” (which was also the message of a Christian 

movie that we watched the first night, Remember the Goal). The theme was divided into 
four parts that we studied in three sessions: 1. I recognize that God exists; 2. I am of 
great value to God; 3. There must be a change in me; 4. I must be an example to others. 
Throughout camp, we emphasized that we are not of this world and that in the Church 
we can feel safe because we have each other to encourage and strengthen us every day. 
Other activities included painting rocks that were collected during a previous walk, a 
dance and the Amazing Race, which we had not been held at camp since 2018. Although 
we had to do it indoors because of the rain, the enthusiasm of the youngsters passing all 
the challenges was evident.

After arriving back in the city of Cúcuta for the weekly services on Saturday, June 26, 
some young people led hymns and gave the opening and closing prayers. Our prayers for 
the success of the event were definitely heard because we were concerned as to whether 
or not it would be possible to carry out the activity because of COVID-19. We thank 
God and all those who in one way or another made this camp possible, hoping that we 
can meet again next year.

Jaime Salek

Colombia Camp

Camp Seven Mountains

Camp Nacome

Camp was held at Okunkobo Beach, a beautiful, private beach peninsula accessible 
by a 35-minute boat ride across several miles of the meandering lagoon and creeks that 
make up the Lagos waterways. Our camp, which was held Aug. 15-22, had a total of 30 
campers and 16 staff—and four dogs!

Our campsite is simply a beach where some oil companies have built an open struc-
ture for relaxation in the sunny periods of the summer months, with no facility save 
four toilets. Camp involves hauling all our food, cooking gear, water, sleeping bags, tents, 
electricity generating sets, bulbs and all we need to make the camp a convenient and suc-
cessful one. Campers from five states arrived on Friday and enjoyed a Sabbath with the 
Lagos congregation. On Sunday, we all left for the campsite. We set up for a few hours 
before having our first meal and camp orientation. Campers were organized into Ruby, 
Sapphire and Emerald Teams with a counselor and assistant counselor for each team.  

The theme of camp was “Be Anchored to God” and this theme and its daily sub-
themes were woven through all the activities as campers participated and had a great 
time. Activities at the camp included archery, kickball, volleyball, rope bridge, team 

challenge, crafts, dance class, swimming, American Sign Language and chess. Movie 
and bonfire nights were special times woven into the camp activities. 

On the Sabbath, as is our tradition, some members of the Lagos congregation came 
to keep the Sabbath with us. It was a beautiful day surrounded by the beauty of God’s 
creation, with the crashing waves of the sea, the gentle swells of the river, sandy beaches 
and palm trees as the decor.  

Sabbath evening was banquet night, Bible bowl, various talent shows, skits/dra-
ma presentations by each team as well as the giving of certificates of participation and 
awards for attitudes and behaviors that best exemplify what camp is all about. 

We thank our Heavenly Father for a successful camp, which was accident- and sick-
ness-free. There were some tears and warm hugs as we broke camp on Aug. 22 and pre-
pared to depart. The friendship, unity and love experienced make it hard to leave each 
year as campers and staff depart, already missing the experience yet eager to get back to 
civilization. 

Oludare Akinbo

Nigeria Camp
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tament is “nephesh,” which simply means “a 
breathing creature.” The Interpreter’s Dic-
tionary of the Bible explains that nephesh 
“  .  .  .  never means the immortal soul, but 
it is essentially the life principle or the liv-
ing being” (Vol. 4, 1962, “soul,” emphasis 
added throughout). This can be seen in the 
manner by which the Old Testament em-
ploys the term nephesh. In fact, it is used 
in reference to animals, fish and insects be-
fore referencing human life.

For example, Genesis 1:20 states, “Then 
God said, ‘Let the waters abound with an 
abundance of living creatures [nephesh], 
and let birds fly above the earth across 
the face of the firmament of the heavens.’” 
Also, in Genesis 1:25 we read, “And God 
made the beast [nephesh] of the earth ac-
cording to its kind, cattle according to its 
kind, and everything that creeps on the 
earth according to its kind. And God saw 
that it was good.”

So, nephesh is used in Scripture when 
referring to the physical life of flesh and 
blood creatures—including that of hu-
mankind. For example, we read, “And the 
Lord God formed man of the dust of the 
ground, and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life; and man became a living 
soul (Genesis 2:7, King James Version). 
Here, nephesh is translated “soul” or “be-
ing” in regard to man.

The word “soul” is used four times in 
the following verse—all translated from 
the word nephesh. In addition, it speaks of 
something that can die. “Behold, all souls 
are Mine; the soul of the father as well as 
the soul of the son is Mine; the soul who 
sins shall die” (Ezekiel 18:4).

The word soul in the New Testament 

Just as the Old Testament word nephesh refers only 
to physical, mortal life, which can perish, the New 
Testament Greek word “psuche” does the same. It is 
the only word translated “soul” in the New Testament. 
Found 105 times in the New Testament, it is translated 
“soul” 58 times and in other instances it is rendered life, 
heart, heartily, mind, you and us. For instance, Acts 
3:23 says, “And it shall be that every soul [psuche] who 
will not hear that Prophet shall be utterly destroyed 
from among the people.” Also, as James 5:20 says, “Let 
him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of 
his way will save a soul [psuche] from death and cover 
a multitude of sins.” Therefore, as these and other pas-
sages plainly attest, souls are not immortal. They can 
and do die.
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Why You 
Don’t Have an 
Immortal Soul

The most prevalent belief 
of traditional Christianity 
is that people have 
immortal souls which, 
upon death, leave the 
body and go to heaven 
or hell. But the Bible 
teaches no such concept.

By John LaBissoniere

People do not have immortal souls—but everyone who truly repents, obeys and 
worships God is promised a resurrection from death to eternal life.
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God told the first human beings, Adam 
and Eve, that if they sinned they would die 
and return to the dust from which they 
came (Genesis 2:17; Genesis 3:19). But Sa-
tan craftily influenced Eve to believe that 
God was lying and that she and Adam 
would not die (Genesis 3:4). It was from 
this point that the devil launched a nefari-
ous campaign to deceive all future genera-
tions on this and many other subjects. His 
intent was to blind them from knowing 
their awesome destiny in God’s Kingdom 
(Revelation 12:9; Matthew 6:33). As a result, multi-
ple millions of professing Christians and adherents 
to other religions have been convinced that they have 
immortal souls.

Belief in the immortality of the soul was a signif-
icant part in the ancient writings of famous Greek 
philosophers. For example, Plato (c.428-347 B.C.), in 
his book Phaedo, argued that the soul is inherently 
indestructible: “The soul is most like that which is di-
vine, immortal . . . whereas the body is most like that 
which is human, mortal [and] dissoluble” (“Afterlife: 
The Historical Development of the Immortal Soul,” 
August 9, 2019 by David Tatum). 

Such erroneous ideas had an impact on the ear-
ly leaders of the Catholic Church. For instance, Au-
gustine (A.D. 354–430) wrote, “But because the soul 
from its very nature, being created immortal, can-
not be without some kind of life, its utmost death is 
alienation from the life of God in an eternity of pun-
ishment” (City of God, A.D. 427).

Hundreds of years later an influential Catholic theo-
logian, Thomas Aquinas (A.D. 1225-1274), taught that 
the soul is a separate entity that cannot be destroyed 
(The Summa Theologica). And as the Protestant refor-
mation took root in the early 1500s and began grow-
ing, its leaders continued to embrace the fraudulent 
concept of the soul’s immortality.

What does the Old Testament teach about 
the soul?

In Western philosophy, the notion that people have 
immortal souls has been commonly accepted since go-
ing to heaven or hell after death hinges on this belief. 
But, what does the Bible say? Does it contain the phrase 
“immortal soul” anywhere within it? The answer is no! 
Does the Bible teach that death is the separation of 
body and soul and that souls are immortal? Again, the 
answer is clearly no.

The Hebrew word translated “soul” in the Old Tes- Continued on next page



Furthermore, the apostle Paul told the members of 
the congregation in Rome to pursue immortality. In 
Romans 2:7 he wrote, “To them who by patient con-
tinuance in well doing seek for glory and honor and 
immortality, eternal life” (KJV). Paul never taught 
Christians that they already had immortality but that 
it needed to be “put on” (1 Corinthians 15:53-55). He 
also said that only God possesses immortality and that 
eternal life is a gift from God (1 Timothy 6:16; Romans 
6:23).

Since people are “living souls” (Genesis 2:7) what 
happens when they die? In using the Hebrew term 
“sheol,” the Bible explains that the dead go into the 
“pit” or “grave.” King David stated that through death, 
a person’s relationship with God ceases completely. 
“For in death there is no remembrance of You; in the 
grave [sheol] who will give You thanks” (Psalm 6:5)?

What’s more, those who die have no consciousness 
of anything. King Solomon wrote, “For the living know 
that they will die; but the dead know nothing, and they 
have no more reward, for the memory of them is for-
gotten” (Ecclesiastes 9:5). Likewise, Solomon wrote, 
“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your 
might; for there is no work or device or knowledge or 
wisdom in the grave [sheol] where you are going” (Ec-
clesiastes 9:10).

The wonderful truth about the resurrection
Although what has been covered above may appear 

troubling, it is emphatically not the end of the story! 
While human beings are physical and subject to death, 
the good news is that God promises that there will be 
life after death. The author of Psalm 49:15 stated, “But 
God will redeem my soul [nephesh] from the power 
of the grave: for He shall receive me.” The Bible re-
veals that repentant, obedient individuals will be res-
urrected from the grave and be given perpetual spirit 
life (John 3:6). God inspired David to write, “Precious 
in the sight of the eternal is the death of his saints” 
(Psalm 116:15, KJV). He said this because of the glory 
that will be given to these faithful people upon their 
change to spirit composition (1 Corinthians 15:52).

Jesus Christ was the firstborn from the dead (Co-
lossians 1:18; Revelation 1:5). The first resurrection 
to immortality will take place at His second coming 
when He establishes God’s Kingdom on earth. Later 
will come another resurrection—to physical life—
for all the people who never had a relationship with 
the Father and Jesus Christ. Following that, they too 
will be given the opportunity to enjoy everlasting life 
(Revelation 20:5).

The Satan-generated fiction about the immortal 
soul enshrouds the crucial and wonderful truth about 
the amazing future God has in store for humanity. 
Indeed, people do not have immortal souls—but ev-
eryone who truly repents, obeys and worships God 
is promised a resurrection from death to eternal life. 
Let us therefore give tremendous honor to God for the 
magnificent truth He reveals in the Bible. And impor-
tantly, let’s make sure we are personally doers of God’s 
word, and not hearers only (James 1:22). GN

lawyer: “Who is my neighbor? Who do I actually have 
to help?” Even when we want to help, the world is so 
full of so many who need so much that sometimes  we 
feel overwhelmed. We can’t help everyone! And when  
we feel that way, we may find it easy to slip back into 
helping . . . well . . . no one.

That is not an option for us as Christians, though. 
Proverbs 3:27-28 not only cautions us against with-
holding good from those to whom it is due, it cautions 
us against delaying: “Do not say to your neighbor, ‘Go, 
and come back, and tomorrow I will give it,’ when you 
have it with you.” Micah reminds us, “What does the 
Lord require of you but to do justly, to love mercy, and 
to walk humbly with your God” (Micah 6:8)? And Paul, 
writing to the Galatians, instructs us to “As we have op-
portunity let us do good to all, especially to those who 
are of the household of faith” (Galatians 6:10). 

So how can we follow Christ’s instruction to “Go, 
and do likewise”? How can the parable of the Good 
Samaritan help us to become the neighbor we should 
be? 

1. Look for the needs in front of you. Sometimes, 
the needs of the world can be overwhelming. It can 
be helpful to narrow that focus a little bit: who do you 
see frequently? Who needs your mercy? Not every op-
portunity to do good is going to be lifesaving, like the 
Samaritan. It might be slowing down to hear someone 
out when they need to talk. It might be a generous tip 
for a grouchy, tired waitress. Mercy can look big, like 
saving a life, intervening in a difficult situation, or or-
ganizing a big act of charity. But mercy can also look 
like skipping the opportunity to complain, picking up 
a chore that isn’t yours to do, writing an encouraging 
note to someone you don’t usually write to, or volun-
teering for that job no one ever wants to do. You don’t 
have to neglect big opportunities, but don’t neglect the 
small things that are right by you. A good neighbor 
keeps an eye out for ways to help.

2. Look for the things you can do. There are plen-
ty of difficulties, trials and injustices in the world that 
we just can’t change. Even in small ways, we may see 
needs that seem too big for us to do anything about. 

The parable of the Good Samaritan is familiar to 
many. It begins with a conversation between a lawyer 
and Christ in Luke 10. The lawyer asks Christ, “What 
shall I do to inherit eternal life” (Luke 10:25)? Christ 
asks him in turn what is written in the law—how the 
lawyer himself understands God’s law. The lawyer re-
plies that one must love God and love one’s neighbor 
(Luke 10:27). Jesus Christ responds that the lawyer 
has stated the law correctly; that if he does this, he will 
gain eternal life. 

But the lawyer is not yet satisfied. He follows up 
with a question, “And who is my neighbor” (Luke 
10:29)? Luke adds here that the lawyer is wanting to 
justify himself, which suggests that the lawyer already 
had a list of people whom he considered to be his 
neighbors—and a list of people who he did not want 
to consider neighbors. 

Christ does not answer the question directly, but 
instead begins to tell the parable in verse 30: “A certain 
man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho .  .  . ” The 
man falls among thieves, who attack him, steal all he 
has and leave him for dead. A priest passes by, sees 
him and makes a wide detour. A Levite passes by and 
likewise walks around him. And last comes the Samar-
itan—a person who would have been despised by Jews 
of the time. The Samaritan sees the injured man and 
has compassion. He delays his journey, picks the man 
up, carries him to safety, personally cares for him, and 
when he cannot delay his journey longer, leaves mon-
ey with the innkeeper to ensure that the man will be 
cared for in his absence.

One notable aspect of this parable is that we do 
not read any conversation between the Samaritan and 
the injured man. Since the thieves that attacked him 
“left him for dead,” we might assume that he could not 
speak. The priest and the Levite saw him, but we do 
not read that they heard him crying for help. The Sa-
maritan doesn’t seem to have hesitated to see whether 
this was someone he knew, or someone who he had 
an obligation to help. He didn’t wait for the man to 
ask, or stop to calculate whether he could afford the 
delay. Instead, we simply read that the Samaritan “…
came where he was. And when he saw him, he had 
compassion” (verse 33). 

After Christ finishes this parable, He looks at the 
lawyer and asks, “Which of these three do you think 
was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves” 
(Luke 10:36)? 

It is interesting here that Christ turns the lawyer’s 
question around. Instead of asking whose neighbor 
the injured man was, he asks who was a neighbor to 
the injured man. And the lawyer responds, “He who 
showed mercy on him” (Luke 10:37). Christ ends the 
conversation by saying, “Go and do likewise.” 

It is pretty easy for us to fall into thinking like the 
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Even in small ways, we may see needs that seem too big for us to 
do anything about. Instead of focusing on what you can’t do, look 

for what you can do. 

How To Be a 
Neighbor
How can the parable of the 
Good Samaritan help us to 
become the neighbor we 
should be?

By Katherine Rowland

GN|14 The Good News

Glory will be given to faithful people 
upon their change to spiritual 
composition after death.

Why You Don’t Have an Immortal Soul
Continued from previous page
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The Refreshing Bond 
of Fellowship
The Feast of Tabernacles 
can help us realize the 
importance of building and 
maintaining connections 
with one another.

Instead of focusing on what you can’t do, look for what 
you can do. The Samaritan didn’t try to chase down 
the thieves and bring them to justice, or start a cam-
paign to stamp out thievery on this particular road. 
He did what he could do: he helped the one who was 
hurting. He could lift him out of the ditch. He could 
treat his injuries. He could pay for his care. 

You can’t bring someone’s loved one back to life; 
but you can bring a casserole, or give a hug, or send 
a card, or make a phone call. You can’t singlehanded-
ly create world peace, but you can rein in your bitter 
words and choose to give mercy instead of anger. You 
can’t get your neighbor a job, but you can find ways 
to help out while they’re searching. Not being able to 
do everything doesn’t mean you can’t do something. A 
good neighbor does what he or she can to help.

3. Slow down. In the 1970s, two social psychol-
ogists decided to do a study to help determine what 
makes people more or less likely to help someone. I 
read a brief synopsis of the study titled “Being a Good 
Samaritan” at socialpsychonline.com. The study ac-
tually used the passage about the Good Samaritan as 
part of the setup of the experiment. The researchers 
wanted to know whether religious thought or time 
pressure affected how likely people were to help some-
one in need. What they discovered was that thinking 
about religious topics didn’t seem to make any differ-
ence . . . but whether or not someone was in a hurry 
did. People who were hurrying and thinking about 
their own need to get somewhere else were much less 
likely to help someone, even if that person was obvi-
ously in need. 

Our lives tend to be filled with tasks, many of them 
with deadlines. I am guilty of being so goal-oriented 
that I completely forget that there is anything else go-
ing on. Sometimes I see someone and immediately 
launch into the question I had for them or the task 
I need their help with before I even say “Hello! How 
are you?” That is a bad habit, and one I am working to 
overcome. If we want to be a good neighbor, we need 
to slow down when we interact with others. A good 
neighbor is concerned about people more than he or 
she is concerned about the next deadline. 

4. Be willing to be inconvenienced. Some acts of 
mercy require almost no time at all; a smile, a kind 
word, or halting an unkind word take no more than 
the speed of thought. But being a neighbor often in-
volves meeting a need when you didn’t have room on 
your schedule for it. Perhaps that is why Proverbs re-
minded us not to put off helping: our own concerns 
and routine can be very powerful forces. Yes, some-
times we will run into constraints where we really 
cannot help. But we need to be careful about putting 
someone’s need aside because it didn’t fit our schedule. 

The priest and the Levite were on a journey, just 
like the injured traveler was; for whatever reason, they 
only slowed long enough to cross the road to create 
more distance when they saw his need. The Samari-
tan, too, was on a journey: he also had somewhere he 
needed or wanted to be. But when he saw the injured 
man, his first reaction was compassion for the man’s 
need. Only after the man had been rescued and car-
ried to safety did the Samaritan make arrangements 
to get back on his way. The next time you see a need 

Stepping out of the plane into the sudden humid-
ity of the air blowing in off the Indian Ocean was a 
stark contrast to the arid Jordanian summer we had 
just survived. For Lena and I, it had been months since 
we had seen our own families in person, but we knew 
that when God’s people come together for the Feast 
of Tabernacles we are among family. We were starved 
for fellowship and for a congregation. The small group 
of brethren gathering in Sri Lanka that year was just 
what we needed.

Even though it had been a while since we had been 
part of a sizeable congregation, there was still a ten-
dency among our travel companions to stay close to 
one another. There wasn’t much of a language barri-
er between us and the local brethren, but sometimes 
even an unfamiliar accent can make a simple conver-
sation feel awkward and clumsy. It would have been 
too easy to slip back into sharing inside jokes and 
making plans together with friends we had already 
made. It would have been too easy to forget that there 
were people on the same island at the same moment 
in need of the same refreshing bond of fellowship we 
so desired. The thought of heading back to our home 
in Amman without meeting new friends and sharing 
unforgettable moments with them helped us break out 
of our small, familiar circle, and reach out to the mem-
bers of our spiritual family we hadn’t yet bonded with.

Whether we travel far away from home to keep 
God’s Feast of Tabernacles, or stay very near where we 
live, there will be brethren in that place with us who 

are in need of a boost of fellowship they don’t receive 
on a regular basis. They will be in need of a remind-
er that they are part of a larger spiritual body that is 
bonded together by a common goal, a common spirit, 
and called to be together by the same loving Creator. 
There are brethren waiting for our friendship, hoping 
and praying that we will be able to build a bond that 
will last far beyond the eight commanded days of fel-
lowship. 

The apostle Paul, who had stayed in Ephesus as the 
congregation there grew and spread, later wrote to his 
spiritual family reminding them of what truly binds 
them together. “I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, 
beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which 
you were called, with all lowliness and gentleness, with 
longsuffering, bearing with one another in love, en-
deavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond 
of peace. There is one body and one Spirit, just as you 
were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one 
faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is 
above all, and through all, and in you all” (Ephesians 
4:1-6).

The commanded travel to keep this particular Fes-
tival of God gives us a chance to realize the truth of 
this bond, the importance of building and maintain-
ing connections with one another, and the fact that 
we need one another. This should help us in our own 
attempts to reach out to the brethren who might nev-
er have a chance to travel very far from home. This 
should give us the courage to learn a few words in a 
language we don’t understand so we might get to know 
a member of our own spiritual family who is in need 
of our fellowship and love as much as we are in need 
of theirs. The shared truth of God’s coming kingdom 
is enough of a common factor that not much else is 
needed to form lasting friendships.

Since that first Feast in Sri Lanka, Lena and I have 
traveled back to be with our newfound family there 
several times. We have also had the blessing of being 
able to visit several different countries and meet more 
of God’s people. Although there have been times we 
found it difficult to step outside of our own familiar 
group of friends and family, we try and keep in mind 
the time we were starved for fellowship and in need 
of being loved by others. Getting to know our breth-
ren around the world (both in and out of the United 
States) at God’s Feast of Tabernacles has reminded us 
that we are part of a very large family. This is some-
thing we would not have had the chance to realize if we 
had kept to ourselves, rather than sharing our life with 
the lives of our brethren. GN

and are tempted to walk away, consider whether you 
are walking away because you really can’t help in any 
way, or whether it is just not convenient. It might not 
even be a time issue: maybe talking to that person feels 
awkward. Maybe writing that note feels weird because 
you don’t typically hang out with that person. Maybe 
you resent that grouchy waitress for seeming to make 
your dinner take twice as long. Maybe now is the time 
to remember that we are to “love mercy, and walk 
humbly . . . ” If we are walking humbly with God, we 
remember our own weakness, awkwardness and er-
rors, and it is so much easier to do that good deed. A 
good neighbor is willing to put another’s need ahead 
of his or her convenience. 

Christ could have simply answered the lawyer by 
saying, “Look, everyone is your neighbor.” He even 
could have rebuked the lawyer for his attempt to justi-
fy himself. But instead, Christ Himself showed mercy 
by telling a story and asking the lawyer to draw his 
own conclusions. 

We are a good neighbor when we recognize that 
anyone with whom we interact becomes our neighbor, 
and when we show him or her mercy. GN

By Lewis VanAusdle

Lewis and Lena VanAusdle have made friendships with brethren 
from all over the world. Here they are pictured with friends during 

a trip to Malawi in December 2019.

If we want to be a good neighbor, 
we need to slow down when we 
interact with others.



The Feast of Tabernacles is the highlight of the year for many. It is a great blessing to be able 
to gather together at Feast sites around the world to picture the coming Millennial reign of Jesus 
Christ. A lot of planning goes into preparing the Feast every year. Those involved are happy to 
dedicate their time, effort and expertise, and the ministry looks to God as they prepare messages 
for our spiritual food. 

But the Feast costs a lot of money. Hall rentals, equipment rentals, second tithe assistance for 
those who don’t have adequate funds, printing expenses, activity expenses and more add up to 
a lot. We need your help in being able to provide the Feast venues and support that enhance our 
celebration. Please consider sending a portion of your second tithe to help support the Feast. To 
donate, you can go to donate.ucg.org and click on Festival Fund. Or cut out the form on the next 
page and send it with your check to the home office. If you have any questions, please contact 
your pastor or the treasurer, Rick Shabi, at any time. UN

Don’t Forget to Support the Festival Tithe

If you are keeping the Feast at home or you’ll be 
watching the webcast remotely for the entirety of the 
Feast, you can still register for the Feast to receive re-
sources designed to help you have an inspiring and 
uplifting Feast of Tabernacles. We want you to feel as 
close to the other brethren keeping the Feast of Tab-
ernacles as possible. Don’t forget to use the hashtag 
#ucgfot to share the experience virtually with others 
who are keeping the Feast!

You can visit ucg.org/members/feast/sites/2021/
celebrating-the-feast-at-homeonline to register, or 
click “Celebrating the Feast of Tabernacles At Home/
Online” under the Feast sites page at feast.ucg.org. 

This page can be your home base during the Feast. 
You can access the webcast each day by selecting the 
“Webcast” tab on this page, or check the “Posts” tab 
for new content posted during the week. Articles, 
Festival greetings and other resources are curated 
during the Feast especially with you in mind, and 
you can access them all through this webpage. Email 
coordinator Ariana Del Signore (ariana_delsignore@
ucg.org) with any questions.

Festival greetings and photos can be found by 
joining the Facebook group titled, “Celebrating the 
Feast at Home/Online 2021.” Last year, this page was 
a wonderful resource for connecting those keeping 
the Feast of Tabernacles, whether traveling or staying 
home. Feel free to post photos and videos of how you 
are making the Feast special this year, or post greetings 
to others on this page. We know it’s not the same as 
being in person, but hopefully you can consider this 
page a virtual fellowship time during the Feast. 

If you have young children, you can download 
Festival youth instruction lesson plans at:
ucg.org/members/news/2021-festival-youth-
instruction.

Festival activity booklets can be downloaded at 
ucg.org/members/news/festival-youth-activity-
booklets-available-2021.

We hope you have a wonderful Feast of Taberna-
cles rejoicing in spirit with all of your brethren around 
the world! UN

Keeping the Feast at Home or  
Not Attending In-Person Services?

Festival Webcast Information
There will be two webcast options for those who are 
unable to attend in-person services at the Feast of 
Tabernacles this year:

• Panama City Beach, Florida (Central Time Zone)
• Bend-Redmond, Oregon (Pacific Time Zone)

The Panama City Beach webcast usually offers Festi-
val greetings before and after services to help those 
at home feel included in the Festival celebrations. 
You can access the daily webcast during the Feast 
at ucg.org/members/news/2021-feast-of-taberna-
cles-webcast-information. UN
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By now, everyone should have changed their registration already if you needed to 
switch to a new site. If you have not changed your online registration to reflect your cur-
rent Feast plans, please do so immediately. It is important for coordinators to know how 
many people to expect at services and activities due to social distancing requirements. 
If you need to move your household’s registration to a different site, you do not need to 
cancel and redo your registration. Here is how you can change locations:

1. Log into the UCG.org account which was used to register your household.

2. Access your household’s Feast registration in one of two ways:

3. Locate your confirmation email (subject line “UCG Festival Registration Complete” or 
“UCG Festival Registration Submitted”) for 2021 and click the link in the email.
-OR-
Click on your name in the upper right corner. In the box that appears, click the “My Reg-
istrations” link. Locate your Feast registration for 2021 in the list on the right and click the 
“View” link.

4. Toward the middle of the page, click the “CHANGE SITES” link.

5. In the “Choose Site” dropdown menu, select your new site. The selected site will appear 
under the “New Site” header on the right and will indicate how many spaces are available 
at that site.

6. Scroll down under the site photos and click the “Change Sites” button. You’ll be returned 
to your registration page, with your new site displaying at the top of the page. 

If you haven’t registered for the Feast of Tabernacles, please register at feast.ucg.org. If you 
registered but your Feast plans have changed, please change your registration to your intended 
Feast site using the instructions found above. Thank you! UN

Still Not Registered for a Feast Site?

Feast Plans Changed?

Between now (submitting this issue to the printer) and the Feast, government health man-
dates can change. Church administration and the Feast coordinators continually review any-
thing which can affect our gatherings, plus we have considered the many options, suggestions 
and recommendations from members for operating the Feast during this health crisis. All input 
has been considered and appreciated, knowing we all want what is best and to be led by God’s 
Holy Spirit.

Each Feast site will abide by state and local regulations in arranging social gatherings—
whether it be Church services, smaller Bible studies, luncheons or teen events, etc.

Please carefully research the arrangements at the site you will attend in terms of wearing 
masks and social distancing, etc. Be aware of interstate or international travel requirements for 
anybody leaving their state and returning home, too.

The Church advises all members to prayerfully consider their own individual situation and 
make decisions for yourself on whether to attend the Feast or any gathering at the Feast. It is a 
personal choice and the United Church of God is not pressuring anyone to attend the Feast and 
expose themselves to health risks. The United Church of God recognizes your personal decision, 
and for those not attending live services, there will be daily live webcast services from the central 
and mountain time zones. UN

Feast 2021 Travel Advisory

https://donate.ucg.org
https://www.ucg.org/members/feast/sites/2021/celebrating-the-feast-at-homeonline
https://www.ucg.org/members/feast/sites/2021/celebrating-the-feast-at-homeonline
https://www.ucg.org/members/feast
https://www.facebook.com/groups/feast2021online
https://www.facebook.com/groups/feast2021online
https://www.ucg.org/members/news/2021-festival-youth-instruction
https://www.ucg.org/members/news/2021-festival-youth-instruction
https://www.ucg.org/members/news/festival-youth-activity-booklets-available-2021
https://www.ucg.org/members/news/festival-youth-activity-booklets-available-2021
https://www.ucg.org/members/news/2021-feast-of-tabernacles-webcast-information
https://www.ucg.org/members/news/2021-feast-of-tabernacles-webcast-information
https://www.ucg.org


Date Offer Website Visits Booklet Requests
Week 1 & 2 Dec. 13-26, 2020 The Gospel of the Kingdom 443 242
Week 3 & 4 Jan. 3-16, 2021 The Middle East In Bible Prophecy 1,173 728
Week 5 & 6 Jan. 17-30, 2021 The United States and Britain in Bible Prophecy 2,201 1,189
Week 7 & 8 Jan. 31 – Feb. 13, 2021 Are We Living in the Time of the End? 1,105 576
Week 9 & 10 Feb. 14-27, 2021 Why Were You Born? 668 346
Week 11 & 12 Feb. 28 – Mar. 13, 2021 The Horsemen of Revelation 906 560
Week 13 & 14 Mar. 14-27, 2021 The Book of Revelation Unveiled 496 282
Week 15 & 16 Mar. 28 – Apr. 10, 2021 You Can Have Living Faith 176 81
Week 17 & 18 April 11-24, 2021 The Middle East In Bible Prophecy 628 341
Week 19 & 20 April 25 – May 8, 2021 Are We Living in the Time of the End? 1043 534
Week 21 & 22 May 9-22, 2021 The United States and Britain in Bible Prophecy 494 267
Week 23 & 24 May 23 – June 5, 2021 The Horsemen of Revelation 896 470
Week 25, 26, 27 & 28 June 6 – July 3, 2021 The Middle East In Bible Prophecy 383 183
Week 29 & 30 July 4-17, 2021 The Middle East In Bible Prophecy 107 65
Week 31 & 32 July 18-31, 2021 Are We Living in the Time of the End? 236 79

Week 33 & 34 Aug. 1-14, 2021 The Book of Revelation Unveiled 197 119

TOTALS 11,152 6,062

The following table shows 
results for 34 weeks of running 
our two-minute Beyond Today 
TV short-form programs on 
Newsmax TV.

Spending for the final six 
weeks was reduced to about a 
quarter of what we had been 
spending. With funding ap-
proved by the Council late last 
year having run out, we have 
been funding these spots from 
other advertising areas of the 
Media and Communications 
Services budget.

Peter Eddington

Media Updates
Newsmax TV: Two-minute, Short-form Programming

2021 Festival Fund
Please send this form along with your check to: 
United Church of God, PO Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254.

    • Please indicate the amount you are sending in the space below.
    • Include your personal identification number (PIN) from your latest United News 
        or Beyond Today label.
    • Make your check payable to United Church of God and label it “Festival Fund.”
    • Clip out and enclose the completed form, along with your check, in one of the labeled
        reply envelopes mailed to you from the home office.
    • Affix postage and mail.

Your PIN:
 U _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _               
Donation Amount Enclosed: $

Name:

Address:      City: 

State/Province:      Zip/Postal Code:

Festival Youth Activity Booklets

Youth Activity Booklets are available again this year! 

There are three different booklets available for grades K-1, 
grades 2-3 and grades 4-5. You can download and print 
PDFs at: ucg.org/members/news/festival-youth-activity-
booklets-available-2021. 

Hard copies will be available at your Feast site as well. 
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The question arises each year 
from U.S. members traveling 
to international Feast sites (in-
cluding Canada, Mexico and the 
Caribbean) whether they should 
mail in their Holy Day offerings 
to the home office or contribute 
directly at the Feast site they are 
attending.

United States law states that 
contributions to the Church in 
the U.S. are tax-deductible. Con-
tributions to foreign church orga-
nizations cannot be taken as tax 
deductions, and we cannot issue 
donation receipts on offerings 
made abroad. In other words, 
those donations must be banked 
in a U.S. bank account to receive a 
receipt that the IRS will acknowl-
edge for tax purposes.

So if U.S. members travel-
ing abroad want their Holy Day 

offerings to be included in their 
end-of-year donation receipt, 
they are encouraged to mail their 
offerings directly to the home of-
fice in Cincinnati, before or after 
the Feast. Your contributions will 
be appropriately receipted and re-
ported to the IRS, allowing you to 
take a tax deduction at year-end.

Of course, so as not to “appear 
before the Lord empty-handed” 
(Deuteronomy 16:16) and out of 
courtesy to the nation hosting the 
Feast where you attend, please 
consider giving some of your 
offering (preferably in the local 
currency) on the Holy Days at the 
international site you attend.

If you have any questions on 
this long-standing Church pol-
icy, please be sure to contact us 
through your pastor.

Rick Shabi

Holy Day Offering Procedure for U.S. 
Members Traveling to International Sites
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Lorenzo Randall  
Warner Schmidt

April 5, 2021

Gary & JoAnn Wendt

65th Anniversary 

Linda Foster

Oct. 22, 1956-Jan.16, 2021

Alvera Louise Baker

Sept. 6, 1925-Dec. 8, 2020

Births

Lorenzo Randall Warner 
Schmidt

Warner and Rachel Schmidt 
of the Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 
congregation are excited to an-
nounce the birth of their sec-
ond child and first son, Lorenzo 
Randall Warner Schmidt. He 
was born at 3:51 p.m. on April 5, 
2021. Rachel showed tremendous 
strength and tenacity throughout 
the labor and delivery of 8-pound 
13-ounce, 21-inch-long baby Lo-
renzo. Big sister Scarlett was ap-
prehensive at first, but now loves 
to shower him with hugs and 
kisses. Grandparents Randy and 
Darlene Schmidt are overjoyed 
with his arrival.

Weddings

Logan & Breanna McKeon
Tina and Todd Greer from 

the Kalamazoo, Michigan, con-
gregation are happy to announce 
the marriage of their daughter, 
Breanna, to Logan McKeon, 
son of Carrie and Scott McKe-
on from Phoenix, Arizona, on 
May 2, 2021. Thankfully they 
were able to squeeze a beautiful 
wedding in between COVID-19 
surges. The wedding was officiat-
ed by Scott McKeon, father of the 
groom, in Vicksburg, Michigan, 
and was followed by a dinner 
and dance reception. Everything 
turned out just as planned and it 
was Breanna’s best day ever!

Anniversaries

Gary & JoAnn Wendt
On the Sabbath of June 27, the 

Fargo, North Dakota, congrega-
tion honored Gary and JoAnn 

Wendt as they celebrated a sig-
nificant milestone of 65 years 
of marriage on June 23, 2021. 
Gary and JoAnn both grew 
up in west central Minnesota, 
went to the same high school 
and were married shortly after 
graduating. In early marriage, 
they were called by God. They 
traveled all the way to Chicago 
just to keep the Passover. When 
the Fargo, North Dakota, con-
gregation was established in 
1966, they were pioneer mem-
bers. The Wendts have served 
for a long time as deacon and 
deaconess, and continue to be 
active in these roles to this day. 
They have five children, includ-
ing two who are members of 
the Fargo congregation. Gary 
and JoAnn have worked side 
by side throughout their mar-
ried lives and established a suc-
cessful construction business in 
Moorhead, Minnesota, where 
they still reside. They built res-
idential homes and commercial 
buildings. The business was lat-
er turned over to their sons. 

It was fitting to recognize 
a couple who have dedicated 
their lives to God, each other, 
their family, the Church and 
their community. 

Obituaries

Alvera Louise (Walker) 
Baker

Alvera took her last breath 
on Dec. 8, 2020, at the age of 
95. She was the eldest of eight 
children (five brothers and two 
sisters) born to Carl and Mary 
Walker. She was born in Mus-
kegon, Michigan, on Sept. 6, 
1925, on her parents’ first wed-
ding anniversary. She went to 
school until eighth grade in a 
one-room schoolhouse with 
her schoolmates all being re-

lated to her: siblings, aunts, 
uncles and cousins. She later 
completed her high school ed-
ucation through a correspon-
dence course. Alvera’s mother 
died when her youngest brother 
(Ken) was nine years old, so she 
continued to help care for her 
younger siblings and lived at 
home until she was in her later 
30s.  

Her family first learned 
about the Sabbath through her 
grandmother when Alvera was 
12 years old. Alvera’s mother 
asked her grandmother to start 
teaching the kids about the 
Bible. Alvera and her siblings 
would go to her grandmother’s 
house for services each week 
and called it Sabbath school. 
Alvera bought hymn books and 
started learning to play hymns 
on the piano. About a year later, 
her brother Norm heard from 
a friend that there was a Sab-
bath keeping church started in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, and 
Norm and his family started 
attending. Shortly after, Alvera 
and her sisters also attended 
their first church service with 
the Worldwide Church of God 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan, on 
June 8, 1963. On her and her 
sisters’ first Sabbath there, they 
were met by three bachelors 
lined up at the door to greet 
them, per the minister’s plan-
ning—after he found out Alvera 
and her sisters had never been 
on a date. A short time later 
she had her first date with Bion 
Baker, one of the bachelors. Al-
vera and her sisters, Beulah and 
Cleone, were baptized on July 
20, 1963, by Mr. Les McColm 
and Mr. Paul Zaph. She married 
Bion Munson Baker on Sept. 
25, 1965. Although they were in 
their 40s they had two children, 
one boy (Aaron Walker) and 
one girl (Sharon Kay). 

Bion and Alvera attended 

the Flint, Michigan, congrega-
tion. They were very active in 
the Church, which for a while 
included driving two cars to 
church in order to provide 
transportation for those from 
the Lansing area that needed 
to get to Flint services.  In June 
1978, the Lansing church start-
ed and that became their home 
church for the remainder of 
their lives. Alvera was ordained 
a deaconess in the Lansing con-
gregation by Melvin Rhodes on 
Dec. 13, 1997.

She was a faithful, godly 
woman who read her Bible and 
prayed daily. Her list of many 
talents included, but were not 
limited to: sewing (she was a 
seamstress, quilt maker and 
doll dress maker—she could 
make anything, including her 
own patterns out of newspa-
pers), knitting, crocheting, 
gardening, baking her famous 
bread and decorating birth-
day cakes for her children and 
grandchildren, playing piano, 
fixing many things, taking pho-
tos and traveling. She loved to 
help people and was known for 
encouraging to others. She also 
loved to have people over for 
Sabbath brunch or dinners. Her 
favorite Bible verse was Prov-
erbs 15:1, “A soft answer turns 
away wrath but a harsh word 
stirs up anger.”

Thank you from the family 
for the prayers, encouragement 
and help during Alvera’s lengthy 
battle with dementia. We look 
forward to being reunited with 
her in the fulfillment of God’s 
plan. 

Linda Foster
Linda Foster, 64, of Glade-

water, Texas, died peacefully on 
Jan. 16, 2021, with her husband 
and daughter at her side.

Linda was born Linda 
Cheryl Brantley on Oct. 22, 

1956, in Big Sandy, Texas, the 
daughter of Enoch Madison 
Clayton and Iva Brantley. Linda 
spent her childhood in the Big 
Sandy area. Linda Brantley and 
Morris Foster grew to love one 
another and were married in 
Longview, Texas, on Feb. 10, 
1974. 

Morris and Linda were 
blessed with a daughter, Tif-
fany, born in 1979, and a son, 
Christopher, born in 1981. Lin-
da was a treasured and dedicat-
ed wife, mom, homemaker and 
friend. She loved her husband, 
children, grandchildren and 
her many friends. Linda liked 
to garden, keep chickens, study 
healthy living and entertain 
friends at their home. From a 
young age, Linda loved to sing 
and was a lead singer in a local 
band made up of close friends, 
playing at various events Mor-
ris and she hosted. 

Linda is survived by her hus-
band, Morris Foster; daughter 
Tiffany Christianson (Dustin), 
son Christopher Foster (Hol-
ly); and three grandchildren, 
Brody, Ben and Addison. She 
is also survived by her much-
loved stepmother, Carol June 
Clayton, brother Jerry Clayton 
and three sisters. Linda was 
preceded in death by her dear 
father, E. M. Clayton; sister 
Judy Clayton and mother, Iva 
Brantley. Linda is a saint for 
the loving way she cared for 
her mother until her mother’s 
death four years ago. She also 
sacrificed greatly to make pos-
sible the UCG Big Sandy, Texas, 
church building.

God has been good in our 
lives. Linda was such a blessing 
and we will never stop missing 
her. We greatly look forward to 
Linda being called forth from 
the grave upon the return of her 
Savior, Jesus Christ. We trust 
our God.

Logan & Breanna McKeon

May 2, 2021



Andrew David Smith, Sr.

April 13, 1929- April 7, 2021

Andrew David Smith, Sr.

Andrew David Smith, Sr., son 
of Andrew Burton and Sadie Leo 
Smith, was born April 13, 1929, 
in Savannah, Georgia. His affin-
ity for the piano, the instrument 

which would largely define his 
life for all who knew him, began 
at a very early age; taking lessons 
from a Julliard graduate before 
entering his teen years.

At the age of 18, two years af-
ter WWII, he entered the U.S. Air 
Force and trained in the installa-
tion and operation of Ground 
Radar. These were skills he would 
continually develop and use 
throughout his life to successfully 
support his family.

In 1952, he and Joanne Louise 
McVey were married. This union 
would last until her premature 
death in December of 1985.  

For 15 years, his work with 
the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration (FAA) moved them all 
around the Southeastern United 
States while they started their 
family. In 1967, Andrew, Joanne 
and their six children loaded 
their belongings into a 1956 

yellow Ford pickup and moved 
from Birmingham, Alabama, to 
Central Florida. It was there that 
he began the work he would con-
tinue until retirement, 42 years 
later, at the age of 80.

His years of service as an 
Electronics Technician at Ken-
nedy Space Center spanned the 
Apollo, Skylab, and Shuttle pro-
grams. He personally witnessed 
and contributed to the successes 
of those endeavors.

His attributes of kindness and 
generosity became trademark 
for all who knew him in his later 
years; attributes tempered only 
by the sting of losing his loving 
wife so early.

But nothing has defined An-
drew Smith more than the gift of 
music he gladly shared with all 
who knew him. From the glee 
of nieces and nephews who con-
tinually insisted he play the Rag-

gs and Boogie-Woogies from a 
much earlier era, to the Sonatas 
and Nocturnes of great compos-
ers he played late into the eve-
nings while his children slept, 
his legacy of music lives on in the 
lives of those who were blessed to 
be exposed to music they might 
not have otherwise ever heard. 
Mention of his music would be 
incomplete without recognition 
of the countless hours spent serv-
ing his Church, a duty he per-
formed gladly for over 60 years.

He and his family attended 
their first Feast of Tabernacles in 
Big Sandy, Texas, in 1962. Though 
unable to attend regularly due to 
failing health, he was a member 
of UCG in Macon, Georgia, at 
the time of his death.

He finished his race on April 
7, 2021 at the age of 91; one week 
before his 92nd birthday. He is 
survived by one sister, Emily 

Adele Smith Roach; four sons, 
Andrew David Smith Jr. (Rhon-
da), Tres Randall Smith (Eliz-
abeth), Derrick Keith Smith 
(Sheila) and John Burton Smith 
(Cathy); 12 grandchildren and 19 
great-grandchildren.

He was preceded in death 
by his parents, Andrew Burton 
Smith and Sadie Leo Mcullough 
Smith; his brother Jason Smith; 
his wife Joanne Louise McVey 
Smith and children Angela De-
nise Smith Chapman and Kerry 
Lewis Smith. UN

In June of 2014 the Kansas 
congregations were blessed to 
move into our own building in 
south Wichita. We had been 
searching for some time due to 
increasing scheduling conflicts 
for Sabbath services with our 
rented facility. There was also 
the continual need to find an 
alternate location for Holy Day 
services, as their building was 
usually not available those days.

The Kansas pastor at that 
time was Ed Dowd, who had 
assigned deacon Ramon Soto to 
help find a suitable building to 
rent or purchase. Ramon knew 
of a small church building near 
his home, and negotiations soon 
began. God worked out many 
things, and the rest, as they say, 
is history! 

The “new” building was ac-
tually built in 1950 and served 
two other churches prior to 
UCG purchasing it. The Dowds 
are experienced remodelers and 
supervised a group of helpers 
from the Wichita congregation 
in upgrading both restrooms in 
late 2014. 

The summer of 2018 a second 
major project was undertaken, a 
complete remodel of a room that 
is now a beautiful kitchen. This 
has greatly added to our ability 
to have everything from snacks 
to full meals and even Night 
To Be Much Observed in our 
building. It was made possible 

thanks to the skills of not only 
the Dowds but two members 
of the Salina, Kansas, congrega-
tion who installed the electrical 
wiring and cabinetry at a greatly 
reduced cost. With help from as 
far away as Phoenix, the floors of 
the kitchen and foyer were both 
tiled to match the tile in the re-
strooms.

With ownership of a build-
ing comes responsibility, includ-
ing routine cleaning and main-
tenance of both the interior and 
exterior of the building and the 
grounds. For a small congrega-
tion such as ours where some 
have health issues, these things 
can be a challenge. However, the 

advantages of owning our own 
building are worth every effort! 
We are blessed to be able to have 
services and activities whenever 
we choose, as well as to have a 
presence in the community. 

In addition to Sabbath and 
Holy Day services, we have en-

joyed numerous meals and so-
cials at our church building for 
the combined Kansas congrega-
tions. We have hosted a bridal 
shower, a wedding and a wed-
ding reception for three couples. 
We were also excited to have our 
first baptism at the building this 

past year, as the church has a 
baptismal pool. We look forward 
to many more opportunities to 
worship our great God in the 
building He has provided for the 
Kansas congregations, giving us 
a sense of stability through chal-
lenging times! UN

A Home Base Provides Stability for Kansas Congregations
By Kristy Foraker

Clockwise from above: United Church 
of God building in Wichita, Kansas; a 
wedding reception is held for a local 

couple after services; Night To Be Much 
Observed held in 2019.

Announcements for United News 
can be sent by e-mail to un@
ucg.org (preferred), or by mail 
to United News, P.O. Box 541027, 
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027. 
Please include a color photo. An-
nouncements should not exceed 
500 words, and may be lightly 
edited by United News staff. 
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Total camper attendance at UYC teen camps this 
year. Some campers attended multiple camps.

423
BY THE NUMBERS

Many times, people think that as long as they have a Last 
Will and Testament to take care of their estate when they die, 
they are done with estate planning and in good shape.

However, who will take care of your personal financial 
needs if you are still alive, but disabled or incompetent? Who 
will manage your affairs when you are physically or mentally 
unable to do so? This is when the other critical estate planning 
documents come into play. These documents are needed in the 
event you are unable to make these decisions yourself: 

• Durable Power of Attorney: Allows for the person you 
nominate to continue to perform your financial transactions, 
like paying bills on your behalf. 

• Health Care Power of Attorney: Somebody authorized 
to make medical decisions on your behalf including choosing 
doctors, planning or hiring caregivers. This person ensures that 
your advanced directives are being followed. 

• Advance Directives: These spell out your wishes for 
health care if you become unable to make medical decisions 
for yourself. 

• Living Will: A type of advance directive that typically 
focuses on end-of-life decisions, including whether you wish 
life-sustaining efforts to be made and which treatments you do 
or do not want to take place.

These documents should be included with your Last Will 
and Testament and/or living, revocable or family trust.

A prudent person foresees danger and takes precautions. 
The simpleton goes blindly on and suffers the consequences.

Proverbs 22:3 NLT

Depending upon your personal situation, estate documents 
can be basic or complex. For basic estate documents, the online 
process can work very well if you’d like to do it yourself. Many 
have found it reasonably priced and easy to use. You will need 
access to a computer and printer. One online option you may 
consider is Quicken Will Maker & Trust 2022 at nolo.com/
lander/willmaker. This product can guide you through the 
process. It has state specific documents that lead you through 
a question and answer process to customize your own estate 
documents.  

However, if you have a more sophisticated estate, special 
needs or a complex family situation, using an attorney will be 
worth the cost. A good estate attorney will walk you through 
the process and draw your attention to areas you may not have 
considered.  

Either way, there is effort required on your part. For in-
stance, if your home is listed as a trust asset in a document, 
you will need to visit your county recorder to update the own-
ership on your deed. Merely stating that an asset is in the trust 
does not make it a trust asset. The same goes for investment 
accounts. Titles and registrations need to be updated to “fund” 
the trust. Without the proper registration of your assets your 
trust will be empty and have no authority. This requires leg-
work from either you or the attorney.

Yet, many of us don’t have these documents in place. Why? 
Some do not want to be reminded of their own mortality. For 
others, the process seems too complicated, expensive or they 
just have not “gotten around to it.” Unfortunately, leaving your 
loved ones with no authority to act on your behalf will most 
certainly result in higher costs, confusion and frustration. Lack 
of proper estate documents can also leave your family vulnera-
ble to relatives arguing over your wishes and estate.  

Who will legally manage your affairs when you are physi-
cally or mentally unable to do so? The answer is no one; unless 
you prepare and authorize someone by creating your own es-
tate documents.

If you have questions please contact our Planned Giving 
Coordinator, Howard Marchbanks at (513) 570-2343 or email 
at plannedgiving@ucg.org.

Howard Marchbanks, CFP

Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Milford, Ohio, and at 

additional mailing offices

Human Identity and the Family of God
Presented by Darris McNeely 
Literature offered: Marriage and Family: The Missing Dimension

Sept. 5-11

Sept. 12-18 Why Do Good People Suffer?
Presented by Steve Myers 
Literature offered: Why Does God Allow Suffering?

Sept. 26-
Oct 2

When Will Peace Come to the Middle East?
Presented by Darris McNeely 
Literature offered: The Middle East in Bible Prophecy

Oct 3-9 The 7 Churches of Revelation: Faith, Trial and Victory
Presented by Darris McNeely 
Literature offered: The Book of Revelation Unveiled

Oct. 10-16 Point of No Return
Presented by Steve Myers 
Literature offered: Are We Living in the Time of the End?

Oct 17-23 New World Order
Presented by Steve Myers 
Literature offered: The Gospel of the Kingdom

Oct. 24-30 Is the Secret Rapture a Hoax?
Presented by Darris McNeely 
Literature offered: The Rapture vs. the Bible

Oct. 31- 
Nov. 6

Burning Questions About Hell
Presented by Steve Myers 
Literature offered: Heaven and Hell: What Does the Bible Really Teach?

Time to Get Estate Documents

Sept. 19-25 Beware the Mark of the Beast
Presented by Gary Petty 
Literature offered: Who Is the Antichrist?

https://www.nolo.com/lander/willmaker
https://www.nolo.com/lander/willmaker
https://www.ucg.org/beyond-today

