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The Book of Revelation

Bible Study # 02

Review of objectives

1. To understand better the days in which we live, and to discern 
current events. 

2. To have a better and more balanced understanding of biblical 
prophecies. 

3. To encourage the practice of a more holy, godly and mature 
conduct. 

That is why it is extremely important to WATCH and being aware of 
these points!

Review of two key words in Rev 1:1

• “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants--
things which must shortly take place. And He sent and signified it by His 
angel to His servant John, ...”

• ‘shortly’ – Gr 5034 – tachos = quickness, with speed
• 1 Thes. 5:3 – “For when they say, "Peace and safety!" then sudden

destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And 
they shall not escape.”

• ‘signified’ – Gr 4591 – semaino = to give a sign; to make known (through 
symbols, metaphors, visons and words)

• Christ reveals to us things that will happen suddenly at the time of the end 
through images, analogies and symbols.
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Review of some principles of
hermeneutics (Rules of interpretation) 

• “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, ...” (2 Tim 
3:16).

• The Bible must be read, seen and interpreted as a whole. 
• The Bible interprets itself  read the context. 
• Priority must be given to the understanding provided by Christ, the 

apostolic Church, and the original audience in the context in which it was 
given in their time.

• God's purpose has been the same from the beginning. 
• The rules of exegesis are followed to explain [extract] the meaning of a 

text as its original writer intended it to be interpreted and how its audience 
would have understood it.
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Do we really believe that understanding
The Truth is a Miracle from God?
• “For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which 

is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God” 
(1 Cor 2:11).

• “Why do You speak to them in parables?” 
“Because it has been given to you to know the mysteries of the kingdom 

of heaven, but to them it has not been given. ... 
“Therefore I speak to them in parables, because seeing they do not see,

and hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand” (Mat 13:10-13).
• Isaiah 6:10 – “... lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and 

understand with their heart, and convert, and be healed.”

It is a major key to understand how God PLANS to achieve His Vision
for mankind and why this way !!!

To Know The Truth: 
A Miracle From God

• “Many shall be purified, and made white, and tried; but the wicked shall do 
wickedly: and none of the wicked shall understand; but the wise shall 
understand.” 

Dan 12:10

• “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: a good understanding 
have all they that do his commandments: his praise endureth for ever.”

Sal 111:10

Notwithstanding man’s nature, 
God promises to save mankind

• Rev 11:18 – “The nations were angry, and Your wrath has come,

(I) And the time of the dead, that they should be judged,

(II) And that You should reward Your servants the prophets and the 
saints, And those who fear Your name, small and great, 

(III) And should destroy those who destroy the earth."
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• Isaiah 9
• V2 - The people who walked in darkness Have seen a great light; 

Those who dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, Upon them a light has 
shined.

• V6 - For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given; and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder; and his name is called Wonderful [,] Counsellor, Mighty 
God, Father [of Eternity], Prince of Peace. 

• V7 - Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, upon 
the throne of David, and over his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from this time forth and for evermore. The zeal of 
the LORD of hosts will do this.  

Notwithstanding man’s nature, 
God promises to save mankind

• Micah 4:1-4
• ““Now it shall come to pass in the latter days [That] the mountain of the 

LORD’S house Shall be established on the top of the mountains, And shall 
be exalted above the hills; And peoples shall flow to it. Many nations shall 
come and say, "Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, To 
the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach us His ways, And we shall walk 
in His paths." For out of Zion the law shall go forth, And the word of the 
LORD from Jerusalem. He shall judge between many peoples, And rebuke 
strong nations afar off; They shall beat their swords into plowshares, And 
their spears into pruning hooks; Nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation, Neither shall they learn war any more. But everyone shall sit under 
his vine and under his fig tree, And no one shall make [them] afraid; For the 
mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken.”

Notwithstanding man’s nature, 
God promises to save mankind

• Isaiah 35:1-10
• “The wilderness and the wasteland shall be glad for them, And the desert shall 

rejoice and blossom as the rose; ... Strengthen the weak hands, And make firm the 
feeble knees. Say to those [who are] fearful-hearted, "Be strong, do not fear! 
Behold, your God will come [with] vengeance, [With] the recompense of God; He 
will come and save you." 

• Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, And the ears of the deaf shall be 
unstopped. Then the lame shall leap like a deer, And the tongue of the dumb sing. 

• For waters shall burst forth in the wilderness, And streams in the desert. The 
parched ground shall become a pool, And the thirsty land springs of water; In the 
habitation of jackals, where each lay, [There shall be] grass with reeds and rushes. ... 

• And the ransomed of the LORD shall return, And come to Zion with singing, With 
everlasting joy on their heads. They shall obtain joy and gladness, And sorrow and 
sighing shall flee away.”

Notwithstanding man’s nature, 
God promises to save mankind
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Historical Context

• The Roman Empire was dominant from London to Jerusalem without 
crossing a border

• The first century brought many significant changes and events:

• Christ was crucified in AD 31
• In AD 64 there was a major fire in Rome – Jews and Christian were accused 

to initiate this fire.
• The Church of God at that time had a strong Jewish influence. There were a 

lot of problems with Judaism (Gal. 1:6—8, 13-14; Acts 15:1-2, 5). 
• AD 66 jews revolted against Rome (Masada).
• AD 70 Romans defeated Jews and the Temple was destroyed 

(on the 40th year from Christ’s death) 
• The Church’s “headquarters” moved from Jerusalem to Antioch. 
• From the Jewish revolution the Church was greatly persecuted.
• Sincretism from gentiles that came into the Church increased.
• c. AD 96 the Book of Revelation was written. 

Historical Context
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Chapter Story flow Insertions

1 Introduction

2-3 Messages to the seven Churches

4-5 Prelude / Scene: God’s throne

6 Six seals: The Great Tribulation (5th); Heavenly signs (6th)

7
Sealing of the servants of God

(144.000 and the Great Multitude)

8-10 Seventh seal: The seven trumpets = The day of the Lord

11 The Two Witnesses

Chapter outline of the Book of Revelation (1)

Chapter Story flow Insertions

12 The True Church

13
The Two Beasts 

(Secular and Religious)

14 The Three Messages

15-16 The Seven Last Plagues

17-18
The false church, the final 

resurrection of the Holy Roman 
Empire, the fall of Babylon

19 Christ’s return

20 The Millennium

21-22 The New Heaven and New Earth

Chapter outline of the Book of Revelation (2)
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