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The Book of Revelation

Bible Study #04

Capítulo 1 - Introduction

• Rev 1:19-20 - “Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, 
and the things which will take place after this. The mystery of the seven stars 
which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: The seven 
stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands which 
you saw are the seven churches” 

• The things which you have seen – e.g. Chapter 1 
– Jesus Christ, the glorious coming King.

• Which are – includes events and the church of God 
– in its historical context.  

• Which will take place after this – “the words of this prophecy” (Rev 1:3)
– The events towards, during and beyond the Lord’s Day (Rev 1:10).

• Rev 1:19-20 - “Write the things which you have seen, and the things which are, 
and the things which will take place after this. The mystery of the seven stars 
which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: The seven 
stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands which 
you saw are the seven churches” 

• Seven stars – are the angels [Gr 32 - aggelos] of the seven churches;
• Aggelos – a messenger, envoy, one who is sent, an angel, a messenger from 

God.  
• Seven lampstands – their function: to give light!

The churches are to give light to the world.
• Golden lampstands – symbolic of Christ’s divinity and glory.
• The implied olive oil is a symbol of the power of God’s Holy Spirit.

Capítulo 1 - Introduction
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Chapters 2 and 3 – Messages to the seven
churches symbolize eras and attitudes

• God chose these seven churches to teach us certain spiritual lessons.
• In the first century there were larger congregations, however God did not 

include them in this series of messages.
• Demonstrates the revelation and the divine exhortation to today’s era.
• These exhortations are very significant to the doctrine we are to hold fast to; 

and to our christian life (our daily conduct). 
• Each church required a particular message – the spiritual state of that church 

era matches exactly the exhortation given to each era.
• The physical conditions of each local congregation in Asia minor in the first 

century serve as spiritual lessons to the church during the centuries that 
followed.

• The spiritual exhortations are also instructions and warnings for us today.
• As time passes and as apostasy grows, it leads to the Laodicean failure.

Chapter 2:1-7 – The letter to the church of Ephesus
The Church that lost the first love
• Rev 2:1 - “To the angel of the church of Ephesus write, ‘These things says 

He who holds the seven stars in His right hand, who walks in the midst of 
the seven golden lampstands:

• Mat 11:10 – who is this ‘aggelos‘? Mark 1:2. 
• Luke 7:24 – who were these ‘aggelos’ of John the baptizer? V.27.
• Luke 9:51-52 – who were these ‘aggelos’ of Jesus?
• Consider the line of authority:  

God  Jesus  by the angel John (1:1)  to the ‘aggelos of the church’.
• To the messenger / leader or leaders of the churches (pastors, elders?)
• And for us – as individual members (Rev 2:7A).

• Ephesus was the most prominent city of the region
• The richest city of Asia Minor
• It head a great harbor – serving Asia Minor
• “Lumen Asiae” – Asia’s light – population of about 300.000
• The center of worship of the “goddess” Diana (Artemis)    

Éfeso

Patmos

Chapter 2:1-7 – The letter to the church of Ephesus
The Church that lost the first love
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• Paul preached the gospel in Ephesus for 3 years: Acts 19:1,10; 20:31.
• The other churches (in this mail route) were probably founded and grew as an outcome 

of the work done in Ephesus. 
• Acts 19:19 – The city had a great concern and interest in pagan spirituality.

 “curious arts” (KJV, Darby); “magic (arts)” (NKJV, ESV, RSV); sorcery (NIV).  
Gr 4021 – períergos busy about trifles and neglectful of important matters, 

(A) esp. busy about other folks' affairs, a busybody; 
(B) of things: impertinent and superfluous; of magic arts.

• Adam Clarke’s commentary: “From the use of this word in the Greek writers, we know 
that it signified magical arts, sorceries, incantations, Dio Cassius, speaking of the 
Emperor Adrian, says, ‘Adrian was exceedingly addicted to curious arts, and practiced 
divination and magic.’ These practices prevailed in all nations of the earth.”

• Acts 19:23-29 

Chapter 2:1-7 – The letter to the church of Ephesus
The Church that lost the first love

– The gospel in Ephesus impacted their “artistic” business and 
resulting profits from making images (idols) to the goddess Diana (Artemis). 

• This pagan spirituality was slowly and subtly influencing the Church of God!
• Acts 20:28-30 – from amongst yourselves – ideas perverted (syncretism) –

dragged converted disciples with “subtle ideas” which were infiltrating into the 
Church. They originated from paganism (more specifically, from Babylon).

• Acts 20:38 – They would not see his face again (c. AD 57).
• A few years later Paul writes a letter to the Ephesians from prison. 

He was in prison c. AD 61-63.
• Timothy was Ephesus’ pastor. (Paul wrote two pastoral epistles to Timothy some 

years later [c. AD 65] after writing the epistle to the Ephesians.) 
• In the letters to Timothy, Paul is giving important instructions to Timothy, and in 

effect to the church of Ephesus (and which are equally applicable to the whole 
church throughout all these years). 

Chapter 2:1-7 – The letter to the church of Ephesus
The Church that lost the first love

• Paul highlights to Timothy emerging problems in Ephesus, 
and dealt with them in his letters. 
He uses these issues as a teaching opportunity.

1. Relationships (applying love - godliness) – 1 Tim 1:5; 2:1-2; 4:12; 5:1-2;
(from a pure heart, good conscience and sincere faith); 2 Tim 1:6-7.

2. Doctrine - 1 Tim 1:3-4 (other teachings causing disputes); 4:16 (be careful);
1 Tim 1:8-11 – Problems with the law – the law is part of the gospel;
1 Tim 4:1-3 – subtle infiltration of pagan doctrines;                          
1 Tim 6:20 – Problems with Gnosticism (falsely so called knowledge).

2. Straying from the Truth – 1 Tim 1:6-7; 4:1-2; 6:3-6; 2 Tim 2:14-18; 4:3-5.

Chapter 2:1-7 – The letter to the church of Ephesus
The Church that lost the first love
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• The understanding we have is that the apostle John, after being released 
from jail in Patmos, returned to Ephesus. 

• It was there that according to historical records that he died. 
Therefore John’s epistles give us a greater understanding about Ephesus. 

• In John’s epistles we see instructions and warnings about:
1. Love – 1 John 2:7-11; 3:10-17; 4:8-20; 2 John 1:5-6;
2. Anti-Christ (false doctrine) – 1 John 2:18-23; 

(vs. sound doctrine) – 2 Tim 4:3;
3. What is Truth (practice the truth; which is based on God’s law) 

– 1 John 1:6; 2:4-6; 3:5-9; 5:3. 

Chapter 2:1-7 – The letter to the church of Ephesus
The Church that lost the first love

• Rev 2:2-3 – “I know your works, your labor, your patience, and that you 
cannot bear those who are evil. And you have tested those who say they 
are apostles and are not, and have found them liars; and you have 
persevered and have patience, and have labored for My name’s sake and 
have not become weary.”

• Christ walks amongst the churches – He knows what is happening.
• There is a note of approval here, because they have not deviated from the 

teaching (from the doctrine).
• They rejected false ministers.
• They showed patience and persevered (did not become weary).
• They were doing the RIGHT things!

Chapter 2:1-7 – The letter to the church of Ephesus
The Church that lost the first love

• Rev 2:4-5 – “Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left 
your first love. Remember therefore from where you have fallen; 
repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and 
remove your lampstand from its place--unless you repent.”

• They were doing the RIGHT things ...   BUT....
• ...  why did Christ threaten to remove His presence from them?

Chapter 2:1-7 – The letter to the church of Ephesus
The Church that lost the first love
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• Rev 2:4-5 – “Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left 
your first love. Remember therefore from where you have fallen; 
repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and 
remove your lampstand from its place--unless you repent.”

• They were doing the RIGHT things ...   BUT ...
• So why did Christ threaten to remove His presence from them?
• While doing the right things, defending the faith, identifying false 

teachers, many lost their first love for Christ. 
• Eph 1:15-16 – Their faith in the Lord Jesus and their love for all the 

saints was lost over time.

Chapter 2:1-7 – The letter to the church of Ephesus
The Church that lost the first love

• Rev 2:4-5 – “Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left 
your first love. Remember therefore from where you have fallen; 
repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and 
remove your lampstand from its place--unless you repent.”

• Eph 1:17-18 – Even tough they were doing the right thing, many lost 
sight as to why they were called! 

• While struggling to defend against doctrinal corruption ...
• Jude 3 – we must earnestly contend for the faith once delivered!
• But, the struggle itself does NOT define us as Christians.

Chapter 2:1-7 – The letter to the church of Ephesus
The Church that lost the first love

• Rev 2:4-5 – “Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left 
your first love. Remember therefore from where you have fallen; 
repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and 
remove your lampstand from its place--unless you repent.”

• We must remember our relationship with Christ is paramount.
• Our relationship with God is priority #1 (while not neglecting doctrine)!
• Many today have fallen in this deadly trap: allowing love to wax cold.
• Guard our relationship with our loving God, and our elder brother. 
• Eph 5:31-32 – The nature of this relationship 

vs spiritual purpose of marriage. 

Chapter 2:1-7 – The letter to the church of Ephesus
The Church that lost the first love
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• Rev 2:4-5 – “Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left 
your first love. Remember therefore from where you have fallen; 
repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and 
remove your lampstand from its place--unless you repent.”

• As with any relationship, our personal bond with God the Father and 
Jesus Christ must be nourished if it is to grow.

• Do we desire to spend time in prayer, Bible study and meditation?
• Do we still hunger for fellowship with others who share the same 

beliefs and convictions?
• Rom 1:11-12 – “that I may be encouraged together with you...” 

Chapter 2:1-7 – The letter to the church of Ephesus
The Church that lost the first love

• Rev 2:4-5 – “Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left 
your first love. Remember therefore from where you have fallen; 
repent and do the first works, or else I will come to you quickly and 
remove your lampstand from its place--unless you repent.”

• The love for God cannot be expressed properly apart and separate from 
the way we show love for one another.

• Luke 11:42 – We cannot let the love of God go. 
• Mat 5:20 – Our righteousness must exceed that of the Pharisees.
• Our motivation must not be in lists of dos and don’ts (Col 2:20-22).
• We must be motivated by this unique relationship with God. 

Chapter 2:1-7 – The letter to the church of Ephesus
The Church that lost the first love

• Rev 2:6 – “But this you have, that you hate the deeds of the 
Nicolaitans, which I also hate.” 

• There is considerable speculation about who really were the Nicolaitans.  
• Apparently it was a gnostic sect. 
• Similar meaning to “conqueror of the people.”  
• The most prevalent opinion is that it was a sect started by Nicolas, a 

proselyte from Antioch, one of the seven deacons (Acts 6:5).   
• Things God hates: Isaiah 61:8; Jer 44:4-5; Amos 5:21; Zec 8:17 
• God hates it when biblical truth is intentionally distorted. 

Chapter 2:1-7 – The letter to the church of Ephesus
The Church that lost the first love
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• Rev 2:7 – “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to 
the churches. To him who overcomes I will give to eat from the tree 
of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of God."

• An invitation and a promise
• The message is not just for them, but also for us. 
• We must hold to doctrinal integrity in love – Eph 4:11-16.
• Are we losing the first love? 
• Where is that initial enthusiasm? Are we getting tired? 
• But also, do we do the Work with love and zeal? – Jer 48:10.
• And how do we treat our neighbor? – John 13:35.

Chapter 2:1-7 – The letter to the church of Ephesus
The Church that lost the first love


