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Bible Study



Review

Chapter 1—Preparations to enter the promised land

�God told Joshua “Go over this Jordan, you and all this people, to the land which I am giving to them”

�God told Joshua: “I will be with you”... “I will never leave you”... “as I was with Moses”

�Joshua’s instructions to the officers of the people—to prepare provisions to cross the Jordan

�Joshua addresses the fighting men of Reuben, Gad and ½ Manasseh—reminding them of their commitment to fight with 

their brothers

Chapter 2—Rahab and the spies mission

�Joshua sent two men to scout out Jericho

�They lodge at Rahab’s house, but they are discovered by the king’s agents

�Rahab hid the spies from Israel and provided their way of escape...an act of treason against the king

�She confesses that God is the true God

�She pleads for safety for her family when Israel attacks



Joshua 3:17 
17 Then the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan; and all 

Israel crossed over on dry ground, until all the people had crossed completely over the Jordan. 

1) The priests remained standing in the middle of the Jordan with the ark

2) Until all the people had crossed completely over the Jordan

Review continued

Chapter 3—Israel finally enters the land of Canaan

�The ark representing God’s presence led the way across the Jordan, carried by the priests

�Twelve men were selected from each tribe—their job will be explained in chapter four

�As soon as the priests bearing the ark came into the Jordan the rives waters were cut off upstream



Joshua 4

1 And it came to pass, when all the people had completely crossed over the Jordan, that the LORD spoke to Joshua, saying: 

2 "Take for yourselves twelve men from the people, one man from every tribe, 
3 and command them, saying, 'Take for yourselves twelve stones from here, out of the midst of the Jordan, from the place 

where the priests' feet stood firm. You shall carry them over with you and leave them in the lodging place where you lodge 

tonight.' " 

memorial stones set up to mark the crossing of the Jordan

v. 2-3 Twelve representatives, one from each tribe, were to take twelve stones from the Jordan, where the priests were 

standing in the river, and carry them to the shore where they would make camp that night

v. 3 “carry them over”—the stones become symbolic of Israel’s crossing the river



4 Then Joshua called the twelve men whom he had appointed from the children of Israel, one man from every tribe; 

5 and Joshua said to them: "Cross over before the ark of the LORD your God into the midst of the Jordan, and each one of you 

take up a stone on his shoulder, according to the number of the tribes of the children of Israel, 
6 that this may be a sign among you when your children ask in time to come, saying, 'What do these stones mean to you?' 

7 Then you shall answer them that the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the LORD; when it 

crossed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were cut off. And these stones shall be for a memorial to the children of Israel 

forever." 

vv. 4-7 Joshua’s instruction to the twelve

v. 5  “Cross over before the ark of the LORD your God into the midst of the Jordan”

(NIV) “ Go over to the middle of the Jordan, to the place where the ark of the Lord your God is”...and take up a stone

Twelve men, one from each tribe were directed to go back from the west bank of the river to the midway point where the 

priests stood with the ark...they then would dig up twelve stones out of the river’s bed and take them to the location of the 

camp on the west side of the Jordan [v.8]

v. 7 “and these stones shall be for a memorial”—of this tremendous event in Israel’s history 



8 And the children of Israel did so, just as Joshua commanded, and took up twelve stones from the midst of the Jordan, as the 

LORD had spoken to Joshua, according to the number of the tribes of the children of Israel, and carried them over with them to 

the place where they lodged, and laid them down there. 

9 Then Joshua set up twelve stones in the midst of the Jordan, in the place where the feet of the priests who bore the ark of the 

covenant stood; and they are there to this day. 

v. 9 “Then Joshua set up twelve stones”

(BKC) “Joshua joined these men on their strange mission, and while they were wrenching up great stones from the bed 

of the river, he set another pile of 12 stones in the riverbed itself to mark the precise spot where the priests stood with 

the ark of the covenant. 

This was done apparently on Joshua’s own initiative and expressed his desire to have a personal reminder of God’s 

faithfulness”

v. 8 “and carried them over to the place where they lodged”—on the west side of the Jordan (in Canaan)

v. 8-9  Two memorials set up



10 So the priests who bore the ark stood in the midst of the Jordan until everything was finished that the LORD had commanded 

Joshua to speak to the people, according to all that Moses had commanded Joshua; and the people hurried and crossed over.

11 Then it came to pass, when all the people had completely crossed over, that the ark of the LORD and the priests crossed over 

in the presence of the people. 
12 And the men of Reuben, the men of Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh crossed over armed before the children of Israel, as 

Moses had spoken to them. (Representative armies only)

13 About forty thousand prepared for war crossed over before the LORD for battle, to the plains of Jericho. 

14 On that day the LORD exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel; and they feared him, as they had feared Moses, all the days of 

his life. 

v. 14 “On that day the LORD exalted Joshua in the sight of all Israel”—fulfilling what had been predicted in chapter 3:7

Joshua 3:7 
7 And the LORD said to Joshua, "This day I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was 

with Moses, so I will be with you. 

v. 10—18  Details of the crossing reviewed

v. 12  The armed warriors from east of the Jordan actually led the river crossing (no families nor goods)

(BKC) “The 40,000 soldiers were 29 percent of the adult male population—less than one of every three adult males”



15 Then the LORD spoke to Joshua, saying, 
16 "Command the priests who bear the ark of the Testimony to come up from the Jordan.“

17 Joshua therefore commanded the priests, saying, "Come up from the Jordan.“

18 And it came to pass, when the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD had come from the midst of the Jordan, 

and the soles of the priests' feet touched the dry land, that the waters of the Jordan returned to their place and overflowed all 

its banks as before. 

v. 15—18 Review of the river crossing continued

v. 18 “the waters of the Jordan returned to their place and overflowed all its banks as before”

(Zondervan Bible Back. Com.) “some 29 percent of the Jordan valley was affected by this amazing thing”



19 Now the people came up from the Jordan on the tenth day of the first month, and they camped in Gilgal on the east border of 

Jericho. 
20 And those twelve stones which they took out of the Jordan, Joshua set up in Gilgal. 

21 Then he spoke to the children of Israel, saying: "When your children ask their fathers in time to come, saying, 'What are these 

stones?' 
22 then you shall let your children know, saying, 'Israel crossed over this Jordan on dry land'; 

23 for the LORD your God dried up the waters of the Jordan before you until you had crossed over, as the LORD your God did to 

the Red Sea, which He dried up before us until we had crossed over, 
24 that all the peoples of the earth may know the hand of the LORD, that it is mighty, that you may fear the LORD your God 

forever." 

v. 19 “tenth day of the first month” (10th Abib)—four days before Passover, when the Passover sacrifice was set aside (Ex. 12:3)

v. 19 “Gilgal” “This name describes a ‘circle’, perhaps of stones” (Zondervan Bible Back. Com.)

�The site of Israel’s first encampment after having crossed the Jordan River

�The distribution of the land began initially from Gilgal (Jos. 14: 6—17:18)  

v. 19-24 The campsite set up...along with the stones

v. 21-24  The purpose of the stones:

�To teach future generations of the river crossing miracle

�As a witness to all the world of God’s power



1 So it was, when all the kings of the Amorites who were on the west side of the Jordan, and all the kings of the Canaanites who 

were by the sea, heard that the LORD had dried up the waters of the Jordan from before the children of Israel until we had 

crossed over, that their heart melted; and there was no spirit in them any longer because of the children of Israel. 

2 At that time the LORD said to Joshua, "Make flint knives for yourself, and circumcise the sons of Israel again the second time."
3 So Joshua made flint knives for himself, and circumcised the sons of Israel at the hill of the foreskins. 

Chapter 5

v. 1-9  The renewal of circumcision

Exodus 12: 48 

“For no uncircumcised person shall eat it”—requirement that all males be circumcised to partake of the Passover

v. 2 “circumcise the sons of Israel again the second time”

(NIV) “Circumcise the Israelites again”

v. 4-5 Explains that all the males who came out of Egypt had been circumcised, but during the wilderness years they 

were not



4 And this is the reason why Joshua circumcised them: All the people who came out of Egypt who were males, all the men of 

war, had died in the wilderness on the way, after they had come out of Egypt. 
5 For all the people who came out had been circumcised, but all the people born in the wilderness, on the way as they came out 

of Egypt, had not been circumcised. 

6 For the children of Israel walked forty years in the wilderness, till all the people who were men of war, who came out of Egypt, 

were consumed, because they did not obey the voice of the LORD--to whom the LORD swore that He would not show them the 

land which the LORD had sworn to their fathers that He would give us, "a land flowing with milk and honey." 

v. 6 “land flowing with milk and honey”—phrase mentioned fifteen times in the Pentateuch

(Zondervan Bible Back. Com.) “In particular, date honey and goat milk may be anticipated. In the early second millennium, 

the Egyptian Sinuhe visited this area and described it as follows: ‘plentiful was its honey...there was no limit to any kind of 

cattle’.”

v. 4-6  The reason for the circumcision 



7 Then Joshua circumcised their sons whom He raised up in their place; for they were uncircumcised, because they had not been 

circumcised on the way. 
8 So it was, when they had finished circumcising all the people, that they stayed in their places in the camp till they were healed.

9 Then the LORD said to Joshua, "This day I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you." Therefore the name of the place 

is called Gilgal to this day. 

v. 9 [last part] “the name of the place is called Gilgal to this day” “Gilgal” (Heb. galal)= to roll

(BKC) “a new significance was attached to the name Gilgal. Not only was the meaning ‘circle’ to remind Israel of the 

memorial of stones, but now the related idea of ‘rolling’ would commemorate Israel’s act of obedience at the same 

site.”

v. 9 “This day I have rolled away the reproach of Egypt from you”— God ‘rolled away’ the reproach of Egypt...the shame 

and degradation of the captivity had come to an end 



10 Now the children of Israel camped in Gilgal, and kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the month at twilight on the 

plains of Jericho. 
11 And they ate of the produce of the land on the day after the Passover, unleavened bread and parched grain, on the very same 

day. 
12 Then the manna ceased on the day after they had eaten the produce of the land; and the children of Israel no longer had 

manna, but they ate the food of the land of Canaan that year. 

v. 10 “and kept the Passover on the fourteenth day of the month at twilight”

v. 12 “the manna ceased”—on the First Day of Unleavened Bread also

�A new era of living off the land in Canaan

v. 10 “on the day after the Passover”—First Day of Unleavened Bread  

�The wave sheaf was waved on this day, therefore the Israelites could eat of the new produce of the land

Leviticus 23:14 prohibits eating of the spring harvest until the offering of the wave sheaf

“You shall eat neither bread nor parched grain nor fresh grain until the same day that you have brought an offering to 

your God;” (The offering that accompanies the wave sheaf)



13 And it came to pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, a Man stood opposite him 

with His sword drawn in His hand. And Joshua went to Him and said to Him, "Are You for us or for our adversaries?" 

14 So He said, "No, but as Commander of the army of the LORD I have now come." And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and 

worshiped, and said to Him, "What does my Lord say to His servant?" 

15 Then the Commander of the LORD'S army said to Joshua, "Take your sandal off your foot, for the place where you stand is

holy." And Joshua did so. 

v. 13-15  The divine commander—introduction to the conquest of Canaan

v. 14-15 This was God, the one who would become Jesus Christ...

[v. 14] worship involved 

[v.15] Holy ground—God’s active presence

v. 13 The phrase “sword drawn/drawn sword” occurs only elsewhere in scripture with the ‘angel of the LORD’

(Num. 22:23; I Chron. 21:16)

v. 15 Joshua takes off his sandals and awaits God’s orders (Chapter 6)—most likely on the FDUB



1 Now Jericho was securely shut up because of the children of Israel; none went out, and none came in. 

2 And the LORD said to Joshua: "See! I have given Jericho into your hand, its king, and the mighty men of valor. 

3 You shall march around the city, all you men of war; you shall go all around the city once. This you shall do six days. 

Chapter 6 The siege of Jericho

v. 1 The presence of Israel has caused Jericho to shut its gates—no one goes in or out

v.2 God told Joshua that the fall of Jericho is a “done deal”

v. 3-5 God’s instructions in the strategy

v. 3 The Israelite soldiers are to ‘march around’ (encircle) the city once each day for six days—symbolizing a six day siege of 

Jericho

v. 1-7  Strategy for conquering Jericho



4 And seven priests shall bear seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark. But the seventh day you shall march around the city 

seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. 

5 It shall come to pass, when they make a long blast with the ram's horn, and when you hear the sound of the trumpet, that all 

the people shall shout with a great shout; then the wall of the city will fall down flat. And the people shall go up every man 

straight before him." 

v. 4-5 God’s instructions continued

v. 4  [1st part] For six days, Seven priests are to each carry a ram’s horn trumpets ahead of the ark of the covenant 

(marching with the soldiers)

(NIV App. Com.) “In effect, the circuits of the ark enclose Jericho in a deadly ring of God’s power and doom it to 

fall before that power”

v. 4 [last part]—the climax of the ceremony

With the troops stationed and ready, the priests bearing the trumpets are to march around the city seven times blowing 

steadily on their trumpets

v. 5 The long blast triggers the people to shout, and the walls fall down...then the people would begin to enter the city



6 Then Joshua the son of Nun called the priests and said to them, "Take up the ark of the covenant, and let seven priests bear 

seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark of the LORD.“

7 And he said to the people, "Proceed, and march around the city, and let him who is armed advance before the ark of the 

LORD." 

v. 6-7 Joshua orders the execution of the battle plan

v. 7 “Proceed” (Heb. abar)—same verb used to ‘cross over’ the Jordan—a continuation of going forward

“march around the city”—the people symbolically besiege the city also

�The 1st march was later on the first day of unleavened bread

“let him who is armed advance before the ark”—an armed and ‘rear guard’ proceeds and follows the ark in the daily 

encircling of the city

“advance” (Heb. abar)



8 So it was, when Joshua had spoken to the people, that the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams' horns before the 

LORD advanced and blew the trumpets, and the ark of the covenant of the LORD followed them. 
9 The armed men went before the priests who blew the trumpets, and the rear guard came after the ark, while the priests

continued blowing the trumpets. 

10 Now Joshua had commanded the people, saying, "You shall not shout or make any noise with your voice, nor shall a word 

proceed out of your mouth, until the day I say to you, 'Shout!' Then you shall shout." 
11 So he had the ark of the LORD circle the city, going around it once. Then they came into the camp and lodged in the camp. 

v. 8-21   The sequence for conquering the city

v. 11 “going around it once”

(BKC) “Jericho then covered about eight or nine acres and required less than 30 minutes to march around. When the 

circuit was completed, to the amazement of the Canaanites who probably anticipated an immediate attack, the 

Israelites quietly returned to camp”

(BKC) “It was perhaps a little after dawn when a long procession began to unwind out of the camp of Israel.



12 And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of the LORD. 

13 Then seven priests bearing seven trumpets of rams' horns before the ark of the LORD went on continually and blew with the 

trumpets. And the armed men went before them. But the rear guard came after the ark of the LORD, while the priests continued 

blowing the trumpets. 
14 And the second day they marched around the city once and returned to the camp. So they did six days. 

v. 14 “so they did six days”

(BKC) “The same procedure was followed for six days. No fortress had ever been conquered in this fashion. This strange 

strategy was probably given to test the faith of Joshua. He did not question; he trusted and obeyed. This procedure was 

also designed to test Israel’s obedience to God’s will.”



15 But it came to pass on the seventh day that they rose early, about the dawning of the day, and marched around the city seven 

times in the same manner. On that day only they marched around the city seven times.

16 And the seventh time it happened, when the priests blew the trumpets, that Joshua said to the people: "Shout, for the LORD 

has given you the city! 

v. 15  The procession went around the city seven times...may have taken about three hours (BKC)

v. 16 “shout, for the LORD had given you the city”

(NICOT) “The very first city of the promised land was to be Israel’s by a mere shout raised at the command of 

Joshua, the Lord’s servant”

The 7th day—last day of unleavened bread

(Zondervan Bible Backgrounds Commentary) “The seven days of marching around Jericho are identical to the seven 

days of Feast of Unleavened Bread.”



17 Now the city shall be doomed by the LORD to destruction, it and all who are in it. Only Rahab the harlot shall live, she and all 

who are with her in the house, because she hid the messengers that we sent.

18 And you, by all means abstain from the accursed things, lest you become accursed when you take of the accursed things, and 

make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it. 
19 But all the silver and gold, and vessels of bronze and iron, are consecrated to the LORD; they shall come into the treasury of 

the LORD."

v.17-19  Israel forbidden to take any spoils from the city

v. 18 “accursed things”

“accursed” (herem)= devoted; things devoted to God

(Companion) “probably because this was the ‘first fruit’ of conquest

v. 18 “lest you become accursed when you take of the accursed things, and make the camp of Israel a curse”

The instructions are plain—not to take anything (spoils) from the city—all Israel would share in the curse

v. 17 The whole city was doomed by God for destruction—Jericho was a symbol of sin



20 So the people shouted when the priests blew the trumpets. And it happened when the people heard the sound of the 

trumpet, and the people shouted with a great shout, that the wall fell down flat. Then the people went up into the city, every 

man straight before him, and they took the city. 

21 And they utterly destroyed all that was in the city, both man and woman, young and old, ox and sheep and donkey, with the 

edge of the sword. 

v. 21 “utterly destroyed”

(NICOT) “This curse (Heb. herem) meant that something or someone was absolutely and irrevocably consecrated so that 

it could not be redeemed (Lev. 27:28-29). It also meant that the object (person) was sentenced to utter destruction 

(Deut. 13:16). Both connotations are intended here.”

v. 20 “the wall fell down flat”—Jericho was a symbol of sin and was destroyed on the last day of unleavened bread

�A fitting symbol of the victory over sin 



22 But Joshua had said to the two men who had spied out the country, "Go into the harlot's house, and from there bring out the 

woman and all that she has, as you swore to her." 
23 And the young men who had been spies went in and brought out Rahab, her father, her mother, her brothers, and all that she 

had. So they brought out all her relatives and left them outside the camp of Israel.

24 But they burned the city and all that was in it with fire. Only the silver and gold, and the vessels of bronze and iron, they put 

into the treasury of the house of the LORD. 
25 And Joshua spared Rahab the harlot, her father's household, and all that she had. So she dwells in Israel to this day, because 

she hid the messengers whom Joshua sent to spy out Jericho. 

v. 22-25  Rahab’s rescue

v. 23 “all her relatives and left them outside the camp of Israel”

(NICOT) “The reason why Rahab and her family are assigned a place outside the camp of Israel lies in their ceremonial 

uncleanness (Lev. 13:46; Deut. 23:3), aggravated in this instance by the curse to which they ordinarily would have been 

subject.”

v. 25 “she dwells in Israel to this day”—stated to confirm the historical veracity of the account



26 Then Joshua charged them at that time, saying, "Cursed be the man before the LORD who rises up and builds this city Jericho; 

he shall lay its foundation with his firstborn, and with his youngest he shall set up its gates." 

27 So the LORD was with Joshua, and his fame spread throughout all the country. 

v.27  “So the LORD was with Joshua”

(BKC) “The secret to success at Jericho was not Joshua’s military genius or his army’s skill in warfare. Victory came 

because he and the people fully trusted God and obeyed his commands”

v. 26  a curse is pronounced on one who builds, fortifies and renders strong the once destroyed city 

Later on it is known from 18:21; Judges 3:13; II Sam. 10:5, people used the site of Jericho for habitation



Lessons

Jericho was a heavily fortified city with an abundant supply of food, it would have normally taken months or even years 

to have subdued it with conventional forces and methods

It fell after seven days by means of God’s power

Jericho was a symbol of sin

The siege of Jericho took place during the Days of Unleavened Bread

It was destroyed on the Last Day of Unleavened Bread—a fitting symbol of the ultimate victory over sin


