
Joshua 10-12
Bible Study

Deuteronomy 20:1, 4  
1 "When you go out to battle against your enemies, and see horses and chariots and people more numerous than you, 

do not be afraid of them; for the LORD your God is with you, who brought you up from the land of Egypt. 

4 for the LORD your God is He who goes with you, to fight for you against your enemies, to save you.' 



Chapter 7—Achan’s sin and the defeat at Ai

•Achan had took treasures that should have been devoted to God

�Israel was defeated at Ai because of his sin

�Through a process of elimination he was discovered and put to death

Chapter 8—Ai conquered and destroyed/burned (vital crossroads)

�After Achan’s sin was judged, God’s favor was restored and Israel told to fight against Ai

�Key to victory was decoy and ambush

�After Joshua stretched out his spear toward Ai, God took charge of the battle

�The covenant ceremony held at Mt. Ebal (Deut. 27)

�The blessings and cursings ceremony held at Mt. Ebal and Mt. Gerazim (Deut. 27:12)

Chapter 9—Gibeon seeks peace with Israel 

�Gibeon sent representatives stating and portraying that they had come from a far country

�Israel did not ask for more proof, nor did they seek God’s counsel

�Israel entered into a treaty with Gibeon, although they were to be servants to Israel 

Review



1 Now it came to pass when Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem heard how Joshua had taken Ai and had utterly destroyed it--as he 

had done to Jericho and its king, so he had done to Ai and its king--and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made peace with 

Israel and were among them, 
2 that they feared greatly, because Gibeon was a great city, like one of the royal cities, and because it was greater than Ai, and 

all its men were mighty. 

Chapter 10 Conquest of Jerusalem and the southern coalition

v. `1 [last part] “Gibeon had made peace with Israel and were among them”

�Apparently Gibeon had been a former ally and now had deserted to Israel—had gone to the enemy

v. 1 “king of Jerusalem”

“Jerusalem was an important center in 14th century BC” (Zondervan Bible Back. Com.)

Jerusalem—1st time the name Jerusalem appears in the Bible

�Physical—God chose Jerusalem for location of the temple

�Spiritual importance—Jerusalem/Zion symbolizes the Church

�Prophetic significance—future when Christ returns



3 Therefore Adoni-Zedek king of Jerusalem sent to Hoham king of Hebron, Piram king of Jarmuth, Japhia king of Lachish, and 

Debir king of Eglon, saying, 
4 "Come up to me and help me, that we may attack Gibeon, for it has made peace with Joshua and with the children of Israel." 

5 Therefore the five kings of the Amorites, the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, 

and the king of Eglon, gathered together and went up, they and all their armies, and camped before Gibeon and made war 

against it. 

v. 3-5  An alliance formed to punish Gibeon

The king of Jerusalem invited four other kings of Amorite cities to join the coalition against Gibeon:

�King of Hebron; King of Jarmuth; King of Lachish; King of Eglon [general area of Jerusalem]

Hebron 19 miles SW of Jerusalem; Jarmuth 16 miles W of Jerusalem.; Lachish 30 miles SW of Jerusalem.; Eglon 35 miles SW of Jerusalem

v. 5 [last part] “camped before Gibeon and made war against it

�The five kings and their armies attacked Gibeon



6 And the men of Gibeon sent to Joshua at the camp at Gilgal, saying, "Do not forsake your servants; come up to us quickly, save 

us and help us, for all the kings of the Amorites who dwell in the mountains have gathered together against us." 

7 So Joshua ascended from Gilgal, he and all the people of war with him, and all the mighty men of valor. 
8 And the LORD said to Joshua, "Do not fear them, for I have delivered them into your hand; not a man of them shall stand 

before you." 
9 Joshua therefore came upon them suddenly, having marched all night from Gilgal. 

10 So the LORD routed them before Israel, killed them with a great slaughter at Gibeon, chased them along the road that goes to 

Beth Horon, and struck them down as far as Azekah and Makkedah. 
11 And it happened, as they fled before Israel and were on the descent of Beth Horon, that the LORD cast down large hailstones 

from heaven on them as far as Azekah, and they died. There were more who died from the hailstones than the children of Israel 

killed with the sword. 

Gibeon pleads for help from Israel

v. 9 “marched all night”—a distance from Gilgal to Gibeon of 35 kilometers (20 miles)

This battle was not so much about saving the Gibeonites, coming to their rescue...it was military strategy

(BKC) “Up to this time Israel’s army one attacked one fortified city at a time, at best a long and drawn out offensive 

procedure for conquering the entire land of Canaan.”

�The entire southern coalition was camped and ready to be defeated...God being with them 



12 Then Joshua spoke to the LORD in the day when the LORD delivered up the Amorites before the children of Israel, and he said 

in the sight of Israel: "Sun, stand still over Gibeon; And Moon, in the Valley of Aijalon.“

13 So the sun stood still, And the moon stopped, Till the people had revenge Upon their enemies. Is this not written in the Book 

of Jasher? So the sun stood still in the midst of heaven, and did not hasten to go down for about a whole day. 

14 And there has been no day like that, before it or after it, that the LORD heeded the voice of a man; for the LORD fought for 

Israel. 
15 Then Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the camp at Gilgal. 

(NICOT) “There was a halting of the sun (Heb. amad = stand still, stop) and a delay in its going down. This allowed Israel to 

complete its campaign against the fleeing enemy”

Joshua prays for God to intervene

v. 13 “the book of Jasher”—mentioned again in II Samuel 1: 18

(Expositors) “this bit of ancient Hebrew literature has been lost. Perhaps it was a collection of heroic songs”



16 But these five kings had fled and hidden themselves in a cave at Makkedah. 
17 And it was told Joshua, saying, "The five kings have been found hidden in the cave at Makkedah." 
18 So Joshua said, "Roll large stones against the mouth of the cave, and set men by it to guard them. 

19 And do not stay there yourselves, but pursue your enemies, and attack their rear guard. Do not allow them to enter their 

cities, for the LORD your God has delivered them into your hand.“
20 Then it happened, while Joshua and the children of Israel made an end of slaying them with a very great slaughter, till they 

had finished, that those who escaped entered fortified cities. A few escaped to cities but will get it later

21 And all the people returned to the camp, to Joshua at Makkedah, in peace. No one moved his tongue against any of the 

children of Israel. 

v. 16-28 Five Amorite kings executed

v. 19 Israel set out to finish off the rest of the armies who had survived the hailstones...but were not to allow them to enter 

their cities...because they wanted to keep the cities intact for future use by Israel

v. 21 “moved his tongue”

(NSB) “It means to criticize or slander”



22 Then Joshua said, "Open the mouth of the cave, and bring out those five kings to me from the cave." 
23 And they did so, and brought out those five kings to him from the cave: the king of Jerusalem, the king of Hebron, the king of 

Jarmuth, the king of Lachish, and the king of Eglon. 

24 So it was, when they brought out those kings to Joshua, that Joshua called for all the men of Israel, and said to the captains of 

the men of war who went with him, "Come near, put your feet on the necks of these kings." And they drew near and put their 

feet on their necks. 

v. 22-24  humiliation of the five kings

v. 24 [last part]  “Put their feet on their necks”

(BKC) “following a eastern custom of conquerors...Joshua instructed his field commanders to put their feet on the 

kings’ neck. This was a symbol of the complete subjugation of the defeated enemy.”

After the Amorite king’s armies had been taken care of the next order of business was to take the kings out of their 

hiding place in the cave [v. 22-23]



25 Then Joshua said to them, "Do not be afraid, nor be dismayed; be strong and of good courage, for thus the LORD will do to all 

your enemies against whom you fight." 
26 And afterward Joshua struck them and killed them, and hanged them on five trees; and they were hanging on the trees until 

evening. 

27 So it was at the time of the going down of the sun that Joshua commanded, and they took them down from the trees, cast 

them into the cave where they had been hidden, and laid large stones against the cave's mouth, which remain until this very 

day. 

v. 25-27  Execution of the Amorite kings

v. 26 Their bodies hung on the tree after being executed (most likely by stoning) until evening as an example—that they 

are accursed by God

v.27 The kings bodies are taken down at sunset to prevent defilement of the land (Deut.21:23)

And a memorial of stones place at the cave’s mouth as a reminder of the event as part of the conquest 



28 On that day Joshua took Makkedah, and struck it and its king with the edge of the sword. He utterly destroyed them--all the 

people who were in it. He let none remain. He also did to the king of Makkedah as he had done to the king of Jericho.

29 Then Joshua passed from Makkedah, and all Israel with him, to Libnah; and they fought against Libnah. 

30 And the LORD also delivered it and its king into the hand of Israel; he struck it and all the people who were in it with the edge 

of the sword. He let none remain in it, but did to its king as he had done to the king of Jericho. 

v. 28—39  The southern campaign 

A summary is given of the capturing of many of the southern cities in Canaan. Some of these were part of the anti-Gibeon 

coalition just mentioned. Their kings and many soldiers had been killed, now their cities are taken.

Makkedeh and Libnah had not been a part of the anti-Gibeon coalition. but were taken, the people and the kings 

executed



31 Then Joshua passed from Libnah, and all Israel with him, to Lachish; and they encamped against it and fought against it. 

32 And the LORD delivered Lachish into the hand of Israel, who took it on the second day, and struck it and all the people who 

were in it with the edge of the sword, according to all that he had done to Libnah.

33 Then Horam king of Gezer came up to help Lachish; and Joshua struck him and his people, until he left him none remaining. 

Lachish and Gezer taken

v.31-32 Lachish taken and all the people destroyed...a two day siege [v.32]

�Lachish participated in the anti-Gibeon coalition and its king was one of the five previously executed

v. 33 The king of Gezer tried to help Lachish, but his attack was in vain against Israel 



34 From Lachish Joshua passed to Eglon, and all Israel with him; and they encamped against it and fought against it.

35 They took it on that day and struck it with the edge of the sword; all the people who were in it he utterly destroyed that day, 

according to all that he had done to Lachish. 

v. 34-35  Eglon taken

Eglon was also part of the anti-Gibeon coalition—its king had been previously executed [v.23, 26]

�Now the city is taken, on the same day,  and punished as part of the curse 



36 So Joshua went up from Eglon, and all Israel with him, to Hebron; and they fought against it. 

37 And they took it and struck it with the edge of the sword--its king, all its cities, and all the people who were in it; he left none 

remaining, according to all that he had done to Eglon, but utterly destroyed it and all the people who were in it.

38 Then Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to Debir; and they fought against it. 

39 And he took it and its king and all its cities; they struck them with the edge of the sword and utterly destroyed all the people

who were in it. He left none remaining; as he had done to Hebron, so he did to Debir and its king, as he had done also to Libnah 

and its king. 

v. 36-39  Hebron and Debir taken

v. 36-38  Hebron had been part of the anti-Gibeon coalition...the king of Hebron had been killed with the others at the 

cave of Makkedah

(v. 37) Apparently in the interim they had chosen a new king, and this one was killed and all the people

�It was also known as a center of the Anakin (11: 21)

v. 38-39  Debir is the last city mentioned in the southern campaign. It received the same fate as the other cities



40 So Joshua conquered all the land: the mountain country and the South and the lowland and the wilderness slopes, and all 

their kings; he left none remaining, but utterly destroyed all that breathed, as the LORD God of Israel had commanded.

41 And Joshua conquered them from Kadesh Barnea as far as Gaza, and all the country of Goshen, even as far as Gibeon. 

42 All these kings and their land Joshua took at one time, because the LORD God of Israel fought for Israel. 

43 Then Joshua returned, and all Israel with him, to the camp at Gilgal.

v. 42 “All these kings and their land Joshua took at one time” (one campaign)—emphasizes how quickly it was completed 

�“because the LORD God fought for Israel”

v. 41  Kadesh Barnea—where Israel first came to after leaving Sinai (extreme southern Canaan)

�Gaza—southwestern corner of Canaan

�Goshen—not in Egypt, but a region in south-central or south-eastern edge of Canaan

v. 40-43  Summary of land conquered in southern Canaan

v. 40  All of the land of southern Canaan conquered



1 And it came to pass, when Jabin king of Hazor heard these things, that he sent to Jobab king of Madon, to the king of Shimron, 

to the king of Achshaph, 
2 and to the kings who were from the north, in the mountains, in the plain south of Chinneroth, in the lowland, and in the 

heights of Dor on the west, 
3 to the Canaanites in the east and in the west, the Amorite, the Hittite, the Perizzite, the Jebusite in the mountains, and the 

Hivite below Hermon in the land of Mizpah. 
4 So they went out, they and all their armies with them, as many people as the sand that is on the seashore in multitude, with 

very many horses and chariots. 
5 And when all these kings had met together, they came and camped together at the waters of Merom to fight against Israel. 

Chapter 11 The northern tribes unite against Israel

v. 1 The king of Hazor heard of the defeat of the southern kings of Canaan

�Hazor was an important city in the north of Palestine and its size much larger than most other Canaanite cities

�Jabin, the king of Hazor arranges to form a coalition against Joshua and Israel

v. 4  a huge army described and “very many horses and chariots”—the Hebrew expression describes the most 

fearful fighting machinery available in the ancient world

v. 5 “waters of Merom”—on the ancient road to Hazor and the staging point for the northern kings



6 But the LORD said to Joshua, "Do not be afraid because of them, for tomorrow about this time I will deliver all of them slain 

before Israel. You shall hamstring their horses and burn their chariots with fire." 

7 So Joshua and all the people of war with him came against them suddenly by the waters of Merom, and they attacked them.

8 And the LORD delivered them into the hand of Israel, who defeated them and chased them to Greater Sidon, to the Brook 

Misrephoth, and to the Valley of Mizpah eastward; they attacked them until they left none of them remaining.

9 So Joshua did to them as the LORD had told him: he hamstrung their horses and burned their chariots with fire.

(Zondervan Bible Back. Com.) “The presence of chariots among the northern coalition suggests a sophistication not found in 

the south. Here in the north the leaders had more wealth and power so that they could afford to field the most advanced 

weaponry of the era.”

v. 6 “hamstring their horses”—method to render them useless for battle

v. 8 Key to the victory– “the LORD delivered them into the hand of Israel”

v.6-9  Victory over the northern coalition

v. 8 “Greater Sidon, to the Brook Misrepoth, to the valley of Mizpah”—the Israelite army pursued the coalition around the 

province of Gallilee in a clockwise route...all of the coalition kingdoms were invaded and became part of Israel’s northern 

territory



10 Joshua turned back at that time and took Hazor, and struck its king with the sword; for Hazor was formerly the head of all 

those kingdoms. 

11 And they struck all the people who were in it with the edge of the sword, utterly destroying them. There was none left 

breathing. Then he burned Hazor with fire. 

v. 10-11    Israel’s victory over Hazor

v. 10 “for Hazor was formerly the head of all those kingdoms”

Supreme among the cities in Galilee...it was the most important of the northern kingdoms

(Tyndale) “Hazor is one of the largest Bronze Age tells in Palestine....The archaeological evidence of a well-fortified 

city with international contacts confirms its leading status during the second millennium.”

(BKC) “Hazor was singled out for special treatment, probably, because it was by far the largest city of 

ancient Palestine, 200 acres in size”



12 So all the cities of those kings, and all their kings, Joshua took and struck with the edge of the sword. He utterly destroyed 

them, as Moses the servant of the LORD had commanded. 
13 But as for the cities that stood on their mounds, Israel burned none of them, except Hazor only, which Joshua burned. 

14 And all the spoil of these cities and the livestock, the children of Israel took as booty for themselves; but they struck every 

man with the edge of the sword until they had destroyed them, and they left none breathing. 
15 As the LORD had commanded Moses his servant, so Moses commanded Joshua, and so Joshua did. He left nothing undone of 

all that the LORD had commanded Moses.

v. 12-23 Summary of the whole conquest of Canaan

v. 13  only Hazor was burned...as an example, the organizer of the coalition against Israel

(Expositors) “The burning of the cities had not been commanded by God (Deut. 7: 1-6; 20:16-18); consequently 

they were ready for immediate reoccupation by Israel. As the Lord had promised the Israelites would live in cities 

they did not build and would have food that they had not provided.” (Deut. 6: 10-11)



16 Thus Joshua took all this land: the mountain country, all the South, all the land of Goshen, the lowland, and the Jordan plain--

the mountains of Israel and its lowlands, 
17 from Mount Halak and the ascent to Seir, even as far as Baal Gad in the Valley of Lebanon below Mount Hermon. He captured 

all their kings, and struck them down and killed them. 

18 Joshua made war a long time with all those kings. 
19 There was not a city that made peace with the children of Israel, except the Hivites, the inhabitants of Gibeon. All the others

they took in battle. 
20 For it was of the LORD to harden their hearts, that they should come against Israel in battle, that He might utterly destroy 

them, and that they might receive no mercy, but that He might destroy them, as the LORD had commanded Moses.

v. 16-23 Summary of the conquest by God’s hand

v. 18 “Joshua made war a long time”—what has been recorded in the previous chapters was an extended campaign

�It is generally thought that the conquest took seven years

v. 20 “For it was of the LORD to harden their hearts”

(NICOT) “The stubborn heart is due to God’s hardening process. This hardening had for its ultimate purpose the 

destruction of the Canaanites, who in the light of Gen. 15:16, had become increasingly iniquitous during the 

period of Israel’s sojourn in Egypt...”



21 And at that time Joshua came and cut off the Anakim from the mountains: from Hebron, from Debir, from Anab, from all the 

mountains of Judah, and from all the mountains of Israel; Joshua utterly destroyed them with their cities. 

22 None of the Anakim were left in the land of the children of Israel; they remained only in Gaza, in Gath, and in Ashdod. 

23 So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the LORD had said to Moses; and Joshua gave it as an inheritance to Israel 

according to their divisions by their tribes. Then the land rested from war.

v.21-22 Defeat of the Anakites

One of the battles that had not been recorded previously was the battle with the Anakites

�Deuteronomy 9: 1-3 predicted the defeat of the Anakites and these verses show its fulfillment 

The Anakites were associated with the Nephilim (Num. 13:33) and the Rephaim (Deut. 2:11) and were known as 

mighty warriors and giants...some were known to be near nine feet tall according to Egyptian sources

�The defeat of the Anakim is a fitting conclusion to the conquest of Canaan

v. 23 Summary verse that anticipates the distribution of the land in chapters 13-19



1 These are the kings of the land whom the children of Israel defeated, and whose land they possessed on the other side of the 

Jordan toward the rising of the sun, from the River Arnon to Mount Hermon, and all the eastern Jordan plain: 

2 One king was Sihon king of the Amorites, who dwelt in Heshbon and ruled half of Gilead, from Aroer, which is on the bank of 

the River Arnon, from the middle of that river, even as far as the River Jabbok, which is the border of the Ammonites, 

3 and the eastern Jordan plain from the Sea of Chinneroth as far as the Sea of the Arabah (the Salt Sea), the road to Beth 

Jeshimoth, and southward below the slopes of Pisgah. 

Summary of all the battles where Israel acquired the land Chapter 12

v. 1-6 Kings defeated east of the Jordan

v. 2-3 Description of Sihons’ defeat and the region he controlled east of Jordan 



4 The other king was Og king of Bashan and his territory, who was of the remnant of the giants, who dwelt at Ashtaroth and at 

Edrei, 
5 and reigned over Mount Hermon, over Salcah, over all Bashan, as far as the border of the Geshurites and the Maachathites, 

and over half of Gilead to the border of Sihon king of Heshbon. 

6 These Moses the servant of the LORD and the children of Israel had conquered; and Moses the servant of the LORD had given 

it as a possession to the Reubenites, the Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh.

v. 4-5  Defeat of Og and his territory gained 

v. 6 All of the territory east of Jordan was inherited by the tribes of Reuben, Gad and ½ Manasseh



7 And these are the kings of the country which Joshua and the children of Israel conquered on this side of the Jordan, on the 

west, from Baal Gad in the Valley of Lebanon as far as Mount Halak and the ascent to Seir, which Joshua gave to the tribes of 

Israel as a possession according to their divisions, 

8 in the mountain country, in the lowlands, in the Jordan plain, in the slopes, in the wilderness, and in the South--the Hittites, 

the Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites:

v. 7-24  Kings west of Jordan defeated

v. 7-8  Description of the territory west of the Jordan River—place names that were recorded earlier in chapters 1-11



:9-17 (NKJV) 10 the king of Jerusalem, one; the king of Hebron, one; 
11 the king of Jarmuth, one; the king of Lachish, one; 

12 the king of Eglon, one; the king of Gezer, one; 
13 the king of Debir, one; the king of Geder, one; 

14 the king of Hormah, one; the king of Arad, one; 
15 the king of Libnah, one; the king of Adullam, one; 

16 the king of Makkedah, one; the king of Bethel, one;

17 the king of Tappuah, one; the king of Hepher, one
18 the king of Aphek, one; the king of Lasharon, one; 

19 the king of Madon, one; the king of Hazor, one; 
20 the king of Shimron Meron, one; the king of Achshaph, one; 

21 the king of Taanach, one; the king of Megiddo, one; 
22 the king of Kedesh, one; the king of Jokneam in Carmel, one; 

23 the king of Dor in the heights of Dor, one; the king of the people of Gilgal, one; 
24 the king of Tirzah, one--all the kings, thirty-one.

v. 10-16—A list of southern kings/places mentioned in chapter ten

v. 17-24—A list of northern kings/places mentioned in chapter eleven

Not mentioned yet—areas where no battle was fought...that will be discussed in the next chapter



Lessons

Joshua and Israel faced overwhelming odds against them facing the northern coalition of Canaanites

God listened to Joshua’s prayer and caused the miracle of the sun and moon standing still on behalf of His people

“The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much” (James 5:17)

“And the Lord delivered them into the hand of Israel, who defeated them” (Ch. 11:8)


