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The Book of Revelation

Bible Study #08

• Gnosticism began within the church during the apostles era in the first century. 
• It's how Satan deceives the world (Rev 12:9).
• The tree desirable to make one wise (Gen 2:17; 3:6).
• This is part of the human desire to 'know more', to receive a 'new truth', and to 

‘transgress and not abide in the doctrine of Christ‘ (2 John 7-10). 

Rev 2 e 3 – Messages to God’s Church 
Revision

• The overcomer of the Ephesus era was promised to eat from the tree of life because 
they remained faithful to the doctrine and rejected Gnosticism. However, some lost the 
first love (Rev. 2:1-7). (c. AD 31 – 300).

• The overcomer of the Smyrna era was promised that he “shall not be hurt by the 
second death", as they were persecuted by the Catholic Church which tried to introduce 
them to a false doctrine (Rev. 2:8-11). (c. AD 300 – 650).

• The overcomer of the Pergamos era, whomever does not compromise to God’s laws, 
not allowing himself to yield to pagan (Catholic) ideas, was promised a new permanent 
name which will be written on a white stone (Rev. 2:12 -17). (c. AD 650 – 1000).

• Slowly and over time, many of the Thyatira era began to compromise sound doctrine 
and to yield under pressure, tolerating (syncretizing) apostasy. Overcomers are 
promised positions of authority (Rev. 2:18-29). (c. AD 1000 – 1500). 

Rev 2 e 3 – Messages to God’s Church 
Revision
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Rev 3:1-6 – Message to Sardis 
The church that is dead

Rev 3:1-6 – Message to Sardis 
The church that is dead

1. Congregations that existed when John wrote Revelation (c. AD 95).
2. We believe that these congregations symbolize a general history of the 

church from the early church to the return of Jesus Christ.
3. These congregations also symbolize general attitudes which can be present 

in individual church members at any time in these 2000 years of the church 
age.

• Therefore we need to pay attention to all these seven churches, as we may
fall under any of these general attitudes during our Christian journey.

• Sardis is a particularly important message for any congregation.
• Let's carefully consider Sardis’ message and how it applies to any of us 

in the local congregation that we are part of.

Rev 3:1-6 – Message to Sardis 
The church that is dead
• When John wrote Revelation, Sardis was a city with already some 750 

years. 
• Therefore it already existed during the time of Cyrus, king of Persia.
• By the end of the first century AD the city had changed dramatically.
• Centuries of decline had passed.
• The church in Sardis almost reflected what was happening in their city as it 

was undergoing physical decline. Its superstructure was not what we would 
call well cared for.

• It wasn't the economic powerhouse it used to be, but it was a famous city.
• Visitors to such a famous city would be disappointed, as everything was 

run down, looking like an old, unkept city.
• It just wasn't what they thought it would be.
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Rev 3:1-6 – Message to Sardis 
The church that is dead

And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, ‘These things says He who has 
the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars: "I know your works, that you have 
a name that you are alive, but you are dead (Rev. 3:1).
• Message from Jesus Christ, the One who Leads the Church.
• He who has the seven spirits of God (Rev. 5:6; Zec. 4:10).
• The one who has the seven stars (Rev. 1:20 – The aggelos of the church).
• This message is from the Head of the Church (Eph. 5:23).
• ‘I know your works’ – I see the actions and works of the Church.
• You have a reputation that you are alive, dynamic (as you think you are).
• But thou are dead – The Holy Spirit is not working in the Church.
• You are not really following and worshiping God.

Rev 3:1-6 – Message to Sardis 
The church that is dead

"Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that are ready to die, 
for I have not found your works perfect before God (Rev. 3:2).
• This church appears to be alive, but it isn't. 

It is ready to die spiritually.
• Consolidate and strengthen the things you haven't lost yet (the rest). For 

certain things – certain truths had already been lost.
• There are some in the Church who are still spiritually alive, but they need 

to be vigilant, otherwise they will lose what little they have.
• Jesus Christ says that the works of this church era (or of these Christians), 

the faith of this church, what works they do, are not perfect before God.

Rev 3:1-6 – Message to Sardis 
The church that is dead

"Remember therefore how you have received and heard; hold fast and 
repent. Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and 
you will not know what hour I will come upon you (Rev. 3:3).
• The city was well situated to be defended. It was at a high point in the 

Hermus Valley and surrounded by deep cliffs almost impossible to climb. 
• But it was conquered twice, in 549 BC by Cyrus of Persia and in 214 BC by 

Antiochus the Great, under cover of darkness (night). Why?
• Because they did not watch the city. They were not vigilant. Luke 21:36; Gal 

6:9.
• They were also told to remember the truth. Hold on tightly. Don't give up 

any part of the truth (the rest). 2 Thes. 2:9-11.
• The same symbolism is applicable to the time of the end.
• Christ will come as a thief in the night. 1 Thes. 5:1-4. 
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Rev 3:1-6 – Message to Sardis 
The church that is dead

"You have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their 
garments; and they shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy.
(Rev 3:4).
• Many lessons in this example of dualism: Part of this Church of God 

era (and members) are existing today, but are not watchful, not 
holding fast to the whole truth.

• There are some in this era of God's Church who are following the 
Way.

• How can we be counted worthy by God?
• By not defiling our garments. Is. 64:6.

Rev 3:1-6 – Message to Sardis 
The church that is dead

"He who overcomes shall be clothed in white garments, and I will not 
blot out his name from the Book of Life; but I will confess his name 
before My Father and before His angels (Rev. 3:5).
• White garments (Rev. 19:14, 8).
• Our name in the book of life can be erased (Phil. 4:3; 1 Cor 9:27).

Rev 3:1-6 – Message to Sardis 
The church that is dead – the Sardis era
• We believe the Sardis era began during the sixteenth century. (c. AD 1500 onwards).
• For 400 years after the Protestant Reformation (1517), only a small number of 

Church members were actually submissive to God and clung to the faith that was 
once delivered to them.

• After a period of persecution, only a few remained who kept the faith and 
observed the Sabbath and the annual Holy Days of God.

• When faced with imprisonment at the hands of Protestant "reformers" for their 
faith, several gave up their faith. Only a few remained steadfast (Cox’s Sabbath 
Literature, Vol. 1, p. 162).

• It was not until 1650 that there were again enough faithful brethren to establish 
local congregations. They were called the Church of God, but the world 
called them "Sabbatarians" and "Sabbatarian Baptists."
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Rev 3:1-6 – Message to Sardis 
The church that is dead – the Sardis era
• The Church of God spread from England to the US in 1664 through Stephen 

Mumford, who established a small Church in Newport, Rhodes island.
• In England, for the next 150 years, people arising from them took the Truth 

for granted and did not submit to God, turning away from the Truth and 
adopting the name "Seventh-day Baptists.“

• In the US the Church grew, but it was 'dead'. Later some joined together 
forming the General Conference of Seventh-day Baptists (1818) and shortly 
thereafter accepted the pagan teaching of the Trinity.

• In 1843 the Adventist Sunday-keeping church movement was started by 
William Miller. It was not until after the 'disappointment' of 1844 that some 
of them came to believe on the Sabbath and joined with the remnants of 
God's Church who had not affiliated with the Seventh-day Baptists.

Rev 3:1-6 – Message to Sardis 
The church that is dead – the Sardis era
• These were known as the Church of God and began to publish "The 

Advent Review and Sabbath Review.“
• Members of God's Church did not accept the doctrines of Ellen G 

White which tried to explain the 1844 disappointment.
• In 1861 the "Seventh-day Adventist Church" was officially formed.
• In April 9, 1861, members of the “Church of God” officially 

disassociated themselves from the new formed organization (the 
“Seventh-day Adventist Church”).

• In 1874 Alexander F Dugger (Senior) became part of the full-time 
ministerial body of the Church of God.

Rev 3:1-6 – Message to Sardis 
The church that is dead – the Sardis era
• The General Conference of the Church of God was legally established 

in the year 1900 in Missouri, when the Church newspaper became 
known as “The Bible Advocate.”

• In 1904, G.G. Rupert became part of the ministry of the Church of 
God (he had been a minister of the Seventh-day Adventist Church), 
and he understood that the annual Holy Days also had to be observed 
in addition to the weekly Sabbath.

• In 1906 Andrew Dugger (son of Alexander Dugger) began his ministry 
in the Church of God. (For further historical details refer to A History 
of the True Church by Andrew Ann Dugger (1886-1975) and Clarence 
O. Dodd).
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Rev 3:1-6 – Message to Sardis 
The church that is dead – the Sardis era

• In 1913, G.G. Rupert published a series of articles in The Bible Advocate
advocating mandatory observance of the Holy Days of Leviticus 23 for the New 
Testament Church of God.

• In 1914 Andrew Dugger became president of the General Conference and editor 
of that same newspaper. During his initial period of leadership, the Church of God 
had great and rapid growth.

• The issue of organization and governance had been a source of controversy 
within the Church of God. 

• Because of disagreement on certain doctrinal points between Mr. Dugger and Mr. 
Rupert, there was a division between them. Recognizing that no high-impact 
Work could be accomplished if only a small portion of the proceeds (less than 
$1,000 in 1917) went to the Stanberry, Missouri headquarters, Andrew Dugger
resolved to rectify the situation. He implemented a policy for tithes to be sent to 
headquarters. In 1923 the income increased, reaching eighteen thousand dollars. 

• Mr Rupert died in 1922.

Rev 3:1-6 – Message to Sardis 
The church that is dead – the Sardis era
• In the fall of 1926, Mr. Herbert W Armstrong received his calling, and 

in the spring of 1927 he was baptized. 
• After studying where the Church of God was located, he began to 

congregate with the brethren of the Church of God of Willamette 
Valley, Oregon, as he believed that they retained more traces of the 
Truth than any other group.

• Starting in 1928, he began writing articles for "The Bible Advocate." 
Since there was no minister in Oregon, Eugene's brethren often asked 
him to preach in the congregation.

Rev 3:1-6 – Message to Sardis 
The church that is dead – the Sardis era
• In the late 1920s and early 1930s, the Church of God was virtually 

paralyzed because of internal disputes over doctrine and politics. 
• The 1929 conference was marred by much confusion and disputes. 
• The disputed themes were questions about being “born again”, clean 

and unclean meats, the use of tobacco, the date of Passover (14 or 15 
of Nisan) and the work of the Holy Spirit (Pentecostalism). 

• The number of new believers decreased and the Work of the Church 
was almost at a standstill.

• In June 1931, Mr. Armstrong was ordained a minister by the Oregon 
Conference of the Church of God. 
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Rev 3:1-6 – Message to Sardis 
The church that is dead – the Sardis era
• Mr. Andrew Dugger withdrew from the Stanberry General Conference 

of the Church of God and formed a structure with 'twelve apostles', 
'seventy elders' and 'seven' responsible for finances (in November 
1933). The positions were chosen by lot. 

• Mr. Armstrong was chosen as one of the 'seventy' and the 
organization's headquarters was in Salem. 

• Mr. Armstrong did not receive a salary from Salem, but he accepted 
the ministerial credentials and submitted every ministerial report. 

• In January 1934 Mr Armstrong started the “Radio Church of God” and 
in February 1934 he started “The Plain Truth’”. in February 1934, 
starting a new era of the Church of God.

• For continued details refer to Mr Armstrong’s auto-biography.

Rev 3:1-6 – Message to Sardis 
The church that is dead – general atitudes

"He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches."’ (Rev. 3:6).
Christ's instructions are applicable to us:
1. Be watchful (Luke 12:35-47).
2. Strengthen what remains (Rom 13:11-14).
3. Remember what we heard and received (Heb 10:32). 
4. Hold on firm to the Truth (Heb 10:35-38).
5. Be repentant (1 Tes 5:5-9).
• A true Christian can die (spiritually) if he allows himself to fall away.
• Listen to what God’s Spirit is telling us: Don’t quit! 
• God will never leave or forsake us. 


