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1. Fellowship in a Spiritually Uplifting focus in God's Word 

2. Hear from All Participants as equally as possible

     Please limit comments to no more than 2 minutes until everyone has  Please limit comments to no more than 2 minutes until everyone has  
     had an opportunity to speak.     had an opportunity to speak.

3. Discuss / Highlight / Collect Wisdom 

Check-In Goals:



  

Discussion Topic: Apologetics 
#1. 

 > It is important to find out where someone is coming from… helps us to dialogue better and makes them feel 
heard and respected.

 >  If they feel respected they are more likely to be receptive to what we have to say.

 >  Listen and address in & from the way that are speaking… ask questions in a genuine spirit of inquiry.

>  Be genuinely open to understanding what they believe.

>  We are not to be criticizing or putting anyone down.

> This is totally different from a debate…  

>   In meekness & fear… we are to not be argumentative and we must be careful to represent God appropriately.

> Goal is to not move someone farther away from God… don’t put a stumbling block in front of or offend a “little 
one”… it is a fearful thing to be thrown into the sea with a millstone around our neck!! 

> Be ready to convey “the hope” in enthusiasm! 

> Present our “reasoned faith”   



  

Discussion Topic 
#1 Continued_Compass Check Apologetics article

https://www.ucg.org/members/compass-check/compass-check-winter-2021 

   



  

Discussion Topic 
   

#1continued_a



  

Discussion Topic 
   

#1continued_b



  

Discussion Topic 
   

#1continued_c



  

Discussion Topic 
#1. Intro to Apologetics <Scriptures>

Proverbs 15:23 NKJV  A man has joy by the answer of his mouth, And a word 
spoken in due season, how good it is!

1 Peter 3:15 NKJV  But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready 
to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, 
with meekness and fear;

Apologia G627 https://www.blueletterbible.org/kjv/1pe/3/15/t_conc_1154015 

Total KJV Occurrences: 8

Answer, 4 Acts 25:16, 1Co_9:3, 2Ti_4:16, 1Pe_3:15

Defence, 3 Acts 22:1, Php_1:7, Php_1:17

Clearing, 1 2Co_7:11



  

Discussion Topic 
#1. Intro to Apologetics <Scriptures Continued>

Answer, 4 Acts 25:16, 1Co_9:3, 2Ti_4:16, 1Pe_3:15

Acts 25:16 KJV  To whom I answered, It is not the manner of the Romans to deliver any man to die, 
before that he which is accused have the accusers face to face, and have licence to answer for 
himself concerning the crime laid against him.

1 Corinthians 9:3 KJV  Mine answer to them that do examine me is this,

2 Timothy 4:16 KJV  At my first answer no man stood with me, but all men forsook me: I pray God 
that it may not be laid to their charge.

~ ~ ~
Defence, 3 Acts 22:1, Php_1:7, Php_1:17

Acts 22:1 KJV  Men, brethren, and fathers, hear ye my defence which I make now unto you.

Philippians 1:7 KJV  Even as it is meet for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my heart; 
inasmuch as both in my bonds, and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel, ye all are 
partakers of my grace.

Philippians 1:17 KJV  But the other of love, knowing that I am set for the defence of the 
gospel.

Clearing, 1 2Co_7:11
2 Corinthians 7:11 KJV  For behold this selfsame thing, that ye sorrowed after a godly sort, what carefulness it 
wrought in you, yea, what clearing of yourselves, yea, what indignation, yea, what fear, yea, what vehement 
desire, yea, what zeal, yea, what revenge! In all things ye have approved yourselves to be clear in this matter.



  

Discussion Topic 
   #1continued_d

What Is Apologetics? [One Minute Apologist Excerpt]
Apologetics means to defend the faith.

The word comes from the Greek apologia, meaning “to defend.” We see this word used 
in 1 Peter 3:15 where Peter says, “always being prepared to make a defense (apologia) 
to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with 
gentleness and respect.” Let’s unpack this verse and glean a few insights from it.

First,
Peter says, “Always being prepared to make a defense.” In order to make a defense, 
we must be prepared—or at least be preparing. We need to love the world enough to 
care about their questions. We can start by tackling the most common objections 
nonbelievers have to the Christian faith.

Second,
Peter tells us “to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that 
is in you.” This inner hope relates to our faith in Jesus Christ. Be ready to talk about the 
difference Jesus has made in your life. God wants to use our hope to instill hope in 
others.



  

Discussion Topic 
   

#1continued_eWhat Is Apologetics? Continued [One Minute Apologist Excerpt]

Third,
Peter tells us to defend our faith with “gentleness and respect.” Regrettably, apologetics 
has been given a bad rap at times since some apologists come off as arrogant. That’s 
really unfortunate. And it’s exactly what Peter warns against. He tells us to defend the 
truth gently and respectfully. Tone matters when communicating truth. Gentleness and 
respect also go a long way in creating relational harmony.

What you say and how you say it are both crucial. It’s not either/or. It’s truth and love.

The need for apologetics has never been greater. In our pluralistic and secularized 
culture, we need a batch of Christians who are not only aware of their beliefs, but also 
get the gist of the beliefs of those around them. This melting pot of beliefs has caused 
many to question truth altogether. The confusion is systemic, and apologetics can be a 
great tool for providing some much-needed clarity. So prepare well. And “contend for the 
faith that was once for all delivered to the saints” (Jude 3).



  

Discussion Topic 
#2. Booklet section_Preface <Scriptures> (Continued)

Isaiah 66:2 NKJV  For all those things My hand has made, And all those things 
exist," Says the LORD. "But on this one will I look: On him who is poor and of a 
contrite spirit, And who trembles at My word.

Proverbs 1:7 NKJV  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, But 
fools despise wisdom and instruction.

1 Corinthians 3:11 NKJV  For no other foundation can anyone lay than that which 
is laid, which is Jesus Christ.



  

Article  / Sermon / Reference Recommendations (w/ url links): 

> Fundamental Beliefs Booklet Audio:
   url = https://www.ucg.org/congregations/san-francisco-bay-area-ca/posts/fundamental-beliefs-booklet-audio-links-853231  

> Article: Compass Check Apologetics 
           urlhttps://www.ucg.org/members/compass-check/compass-check-winter-2021  

 >Sermon: "Truthing" in Love" by Rick Shabi
           Url = https://www.ucg.org/sermons/truthing-in-love-1  

 

   



  

   

 ~ The End ~

& FELLOWSHIP :-)


