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The Book of Revelation

Bible Study    #10

• God’s Church history throughout the ages:    
1. Ephesus (c. AD 31 – 300): remained faithful to the doctrine, but lost their first love (Rev 2:1-7).

2. Smyrna (c. AD 300 – 650): were persecuted because they did not accept false doctrine (Rev. 2:8-11).  

3. Pergamos (c. AD 650-1000): some began to accept false ideas under pressure (Rev. 2:12-17).

4. Thyatira (c. AD 1000 - 1500): compromised sound doctrine, syncretizing apostasies (Rev. 2:18-29).

5. Sardis (from c. 1517): have a name that are alive, but are dead. Strengthen what remains (Rev. 3:1-6).

6. Philadelphia (from c. 1931): collectively they have spiritual power from God to preach the gospel 
around the world through an open door.

They have little strength; they keep the Word of God (Truth); and do not deny the name of Christ.
The others who say they are Christians will have to recognize this Work.
Because they persevere, they will be kept (protected) from the earth's hour of trial.
Jesus Christ will come suddenly! Hold on what you have and you will receive the crown of victory.
The overcomer will be a pillar in the eternal temple of God (Rev. 3:7-13). 

• All these lessons and warnings are applicable to every individual Christian. 
We all have one or other of these attributes.

Rev 2 and 3 – Messages to God’s Church
Revision

Rev 3:14-22 – Message to Laodicea 
The Lukewarm Church
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• City founded by Antiochus II in the middle of the third century BC.
• Named after his wife Laodice.
• It lies about 60 kms (40 miles) southeast of Philadelphia 

and about 15 kms (10 miles) from Colossea.
• The epistle to the Colossians was also for the Laodiceans

(Col. 2:1; 4:13, 15-16).
• Under Roman rule, Laodicea became wealthy and had a 

profitable business in the production of black woolen fabrics.
• It was also known for its banking system.
• The city was destroyed by an earthquake in AD 60. It’s residents refused 

imperial help to rebuild the city and restored it with their own resources.

Rev 3:14-22 – Message to Laodicea 
The Lukewarm Church

• They had a famous medical school.
• They had a special ointment known as 

"Phrygian Powder", famous for its healing 
abilities for eye defects.

• They had an aqueduct which brought their cold 
water supply from the south, near Colossae, 
but when it arrived there was already lukewarm. 

• They also had an aqueduct which brought water 
from hot springs around Hierapolis,
but also when it arrived there was lukewarm.

Rev 3:14-22 – Message to Laodicea 
The Lukewarm Church

• As it was a commercial and banking center, the city needed to maintain 
good relations with other cities.

• There were roads that came from all regions.
• To have a successful business, a businessman needs 

to have quality products, serve his customers well 
by having a trusting relationship to meet their needs, 
and needs to be doing this constantly to grow in his 
industry.

• A businessman makes certain accommodations, 
allowing certain differences and exceptions to 
accommodate his various customers.

• So Laodicea became everything to everyone, and prospered. That's why 
they thought they were “in need of nothing”.

Rev 3:14-22 – Message to Laodicea 
The Lukewarm Church
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• In this letter to Laodicea Jesus Christ gives a message of reproof to those 
with these characteristics which we are going to study.

• There is nothing good mentioned about this church. There is no 
compliment. It's shocking and very sad. And they are also part of the body 
of Christ.

• For Jesus to say that, that's fine, because He has the authority: He is the 
Head of the Church.

• But we need to be careful: Laodicea becomes a pejorative term 
(derogatory / insulting term) that can show contempt.

• Are we labeling (classifying) people, groups of people, or an organization, 
becoming judges? Or even pronouncing a sentence?

• Let's leave the judging, labeling and condemning to Jesus because He is 
“the Amen, the Faithful and the True Witness”.

• He is the Ruler of our lives and the Head of His Church.

Rev 3:14-22 – Message to Laodicea 
The Lukewarm Church

And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, ‘These things says the Amen, the 
Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God: (Rev 3:14).
• The Amen as a title indicates His sovereignty and assurance of the fulfillment of His promises 

(2 Cor 1:20). 
• “So be it.” It is sure; I am in complete agreement.
• When Christ speaks, His word is decisive, and His will is always done. 
• Christ is the Faithful and True Witness 

– in contrast to the church in Laodicea which is neither faithful nor true (Rev 1:5; 3:7). 
• The Beginning (Gr 746 – arche) – In this context this word means “that by which anything begins 

to be, the origin, the active cause”. 
• In the letter to the Colossians, which was also for the Laodiceans, Paul clearly explained that 

Christ is the image of the Father, and that everything was created through Him and for Him, the 
active cause by which it all began (Col. 1:15-17). 

• Because the Laodiceans delighted in material riches, Christ reminds them that everything 
comes from Him, the Creator.

Rev 3:14-22 – Message to Laodicea 
The Lukewarm Church

I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. 
So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My 
mouth (Rev 3:15-16).
• The sad implication here is that both the church leader and the members are lukewarm.
• Paul was cold when he didn't know the truth. But once he knew the truth he became 

hot in love and the truth.
• Ex.: Moses made a clear decision to follow God's way rather than the Egyptians' way.
• Religion to the lukewarm is a vain profession without real faith.
• It is an external participation in religious worship without an internal reality (2 Tim 3:5).
• We need to become a new man and have a complete transformation of our lives and 

our priorities (Col 3:1-14).
• God’s ministers, in a loving maner, have to make clear the need for this complete 

transformation and accurately declare the depravity and sin that exists in our hearts 
(Jer 17:9).

Rev 3:14-22 – Message to Laodicea 
The Lukewarm Church
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Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing’ --
and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked--
(Rev 3:17). 
• The church (members and leaders) had no apparent physical needs
• Wretched – Same Greek word (5005) as in Rom 7:24.
• Miserable - Same Greek word (1652) as in 1 Cor 15:19 (NKJV – pitiable).
• Because they were ignorant of their current spiritual condition.
• This describes society today. People have “everything” and think they don't need 

anything.
• Our “cultural or societal spirit” that we are in, penetrates (affects) the church 

today.

Rev 3:14-22 – Message to Laodicea 
The Lukewarm Church

I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; 
and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your 
nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that 
you may see (Rev 3:18).
1. Buy gold – as a rich city it had riches; it was able to do so. 
• It represents a changed life, purified in trials.
• When we go through trials we learn lessons and our character develops 

and grows (James 1:2-4).
• Rev 3:10 – Hour of trial which will come upon the whole world; Mat 24:21.
• True wealth: Having the God’s holy and righteous character.

Rev 3:14-22 – Message to Laodicea 
The Lukewarm Church

I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; and 
white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your nakedness may 
not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that you may see (Rev 
3:18).
2. White clothes are symbolic of rightousness and good character (Rev 19:8).
• God's way is the best way. 
• For instance: How we treat others? Turn the other cheek (Mat 5:39).
• Caution with our tongues (James 3:2, 5-6).
• Sometimes there are things we see in the lives of others that we believe they 

need to be corrected... 
• “do not be wise in your own opinion” (Rom 12:16B).
• At certain cases it is not for us to correct. We then need to wait for God, and if 

possible “live peaceably with all men” (Rom 12:18). 
• We need to pray that God will open the eyes of these others (Rom 12:19-21).

Rev 3:14-22 – Message to Laodicea 
The Lukewarm Church
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I counsel you to buy from Me gold refined in the fire, that you may be rich; 
and white garments, that you may be clothed, that the shame of your 
nakedness may not be revealed; and anoint your eyes with eye salve, that 
you may see (Rev 3:18).
3. Buy an ointment that really works, not this unsuitable ointment to heal 

your sight, spiritually speaking.
• They needed to have their eyes opened, spiritually speaking, from “secret 

faults” (blind spot) (Ps 19:12; Mat 7:5).
• Looking to Christ – our true sense of worth and satisfaction.
• True wealth – God’s character; true godliness (to be like God) (1 Tim 6:6). 
• For us all to be in the family of God (Eph 3:8-9, 3-6).

Rev 3:14-22 – Message to Laodicea 
The Lukewarm Church

As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, 
and repent (Rev 3:19).
• The only way to get out of the Laodicean state of mind (attitude) is through 

repentance. 
• We need to have an honest acknowledgment of that:
• “I can easily be influenced by this physical society around me.”
• This Laodicean spirit in our society in which we live, weakens us to the point that 

we may still be in the Church, but Christ is no longer working within us. He then is 
not able (not allowed by our attitudes) to work in our lives to fulfill his purpose in 
us (Mat 25:1-13 – foolish virgins).

• Does the zeal for God and His TRUTH still burn within you and I? (2 Thes 2:10).
• What are our works? 
• What is our tolerance level for current popular culture and its subsequent 

impact?

Rev 3:14-22 – Message to Laodicea 
The Lukewarm Church

"Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and 
opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with 
Me (Rev 3:20).
• Literally, Christ is knocking on the door of our lives and saying: 

"Let Me in and have dinner with you,
and live in you,

and let Me do My work in you."

Rev 3:14-22 – Message to Laodicea 
The Lukewarm Church
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"To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as I 
also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne (Rev 3:21).
• Mat 25:31 – Christ will come to reign as King of Kings.
• Promise that we will reign with Christ on Christ’s throne.
• Luke 1:32-33
• Isaiah 2:1-4
• Isaiah 9:6-7
• Jeremiah 23:5-6
• Daniel 2:44; 7:27

Rev 3:14-22 – Message to Laodicea 
The Lukewarm Church

He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches
(Rev 3:22).
1. Don't lose your first love.
2. Do not be afraid of sufferings and trials which will come.
3. Beware of the first step that leads us to start giving in and accepting 

pagan ideas.
4. The moral danger of compromising sound doctrine.
5. The danger of dying spiritually (whitened sepulchers).
6. Cling to the Truth in love.
7. The danger of being lukewarm.

Rev 3:14-22 – Message to Laodicea 
The Lukewarm Church


