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The Book of Revelation

Bible Study #16

Brief revision of studies till now
• “The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants -̶

things which must shortly take place” (Rev 1).
• Christ’s messages to the churches – attitudes which will prevail (Rev 2-3).
• The first four seals – are the four horsemen (Rev 6):

• False religion;
• Wars;
• Hunger;
• Death and the grave. 
• Power was given to them over a fourth of the earth to kill with sword, hunger, death 

and by the beasts of the earth.
• Watch ourselves and various geo-political, religious and social things.
• Sins will increase and as a result the love of many will grow cold (Mat 24:12).
• This gospel will be preached as a witness to all nations (Mat 24:14)

The Beast and the False Prophet

• The “civil” Beast will rise up (from the sea – Rev 13:1). 
• “Then I saw another beast coming up out of the earth, and he had two 

horns like a lamb and spoke like a dragon” (Rev 13:11).
• The falling away comes first and then man of sin is revealed (2 Thes 2:3-12).

The beast of Rev 13 has 10 horns. 
The first three were plucked out leaving 7 remaining.  
The last of those 7 remaining  matches the 7th head of Revelation 17.  
(For more information refer to our study number 12).
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The fifth seal
• Satan is “cast out” of having access to heaven and now he has “GREAT WRATH, 

because he knows he has a short time” (Rev 12:9, 12).
• The abomination of desolation is set up, Satan persecutes part of the church 

and part of the church is protected before the Great Tribulation
(Mat 24:15; Rev 3:10; 12:13-16).

• The Great Tribulation (Rev 6:9-11) 
• It is a metaphor showing the saints already killed, already dead (resting) 

metaphorically asking for how much longer must they remain dead, before 
they are resurrected and God judges and avenges the blood of those martyred. 

• From when the abomination of desolation is set up, there will be 1290 days 
(Dan 12:11).

• The great Tribulation starts after the abomination of desolation is set up 
(Mat 24:15, 21).

• The great Tribulation will be “for a time, times and half a time” that is, for 3 ½ 
years, or 1260 days (Dan 12:7; Rev 12:14).

The fifth seal (Continued)
• Seeing that the Church cannot now do God’s work of preaching the 

gospel, because of the Great Tribulation, Amos 8:11 is fulfilled.
• In parallel with the Great Tribulation we see God giving power to the 

Two Witnesses (Rev  11:3). 
• “And if anyone wants to harm them, fire proceeds from their mouth and 

devours their enemies. And if anyone wants to harm them, he must be 
killed in this manner” (Rev 11:5). 

• Therefore the Two Witnesses will NOT be able to be “cancelled.”
• Mat 24:21-22 – The days of the Great Tribulation will be shortened.

(Gr 2856 – kolobo’o) – abridged, curtailed.
Abridge: Shorten in duration or extent.
Curtail: Reduce in extent or quantity.

• Seeing that once a seal is open, it remains open, the sixth and seventh
seals will be opened before the 3 ½ years are completed. 
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The sixth seal
• There is a lot of deception because Satan has great wrath and the beast 

and false prophet are deceiving the world; 
• Wars, hunger, death and martyrdom of saints is also caused by human 

decisions and the deceitful and desperatly wicked human heart (Jer 17:9). 

• But then ... IT’S ENOUGH!
• Starting with the 6th seal, God (through Jesus Christ) begins to directly 

intervene in human affairs.
• THE HEAVENLY SIGNS (Rev 6:12-17).
• The signs before the great catastrophic Day of the Lord include: 

• A great earthquake;
• the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became like blood.
• And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs when it is 

shaken by a mighty wind.
• Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and 

island was moved out of its place (v. 12-14).

The sixth seal (Continued)
• (v. 15-16) And the kings of the earth, the great men, ...  hid themselves in 

the caves and in the rocks of the mountains, and said ... 
• "Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and 

from the wrath of the Lamb!”
• All nations and all levels of society are in the same situation. None will 

escape the wrath of the Lamb. 
• (v. 17) “For the great day of His wrath has come, and who is able to 

stand?”
• Joel 2:2, 10-11, 30-31 – before the Day of the Lord – which is the 7th seal 

– which, in turn, consists of SEVEN TRUMPETS.
• Amos 5:18 – Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! 
• Rev 1:10 – The apostle John was taken in the Spirit to the Lord’s Day 

– the day of the LAMB’S WRATH. 

BUT before God’s wrath is poured ...
• "Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have sealed the servants of our God 

on their foreheads“ (Rev 7:1-3).
• The four angels “holding the four winds of the earth” can be equated to the four angels 

that blow the first four Trumpets which “harm the earth and the sea” (Rev 8:7-13).
• God is NOT going to punish His servants which have repented during the Great Tribulation, 

but He will SEAL them so that they are not hurt by the Lamb’s wrath (Rev 7:13-14).
• 1 Pet 1:17-19 – We were redeemed “with the precious blood of Christ.”  
• Heb 10:19-22 – We now have the “boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a 

new and living way”.
• Eph 5:25-27 – Christ gave Himself “that He might sanctify and cleanse her [the church] . . . 

that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing, but that she should be holy and without blemish.”

• A part of the church was protected before the Great Tribulation, and now the rest of the 
church, which has been refined in the fire will be also protected (sealed) but they will 
remain amongst the rest of the people in the world (Rev 3:18). 
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