
Light of Hope is a United 
Church of God helpline available 
to the ministry and members 
alike. It is supported by Church 
members who are licensed social 
workers, counselors and other 
clinical professionals dedicated 
to providing resources regard-
ing mental health and addiction 
needs within the Church. These 
services include individual, cou-
ple, family and teen consultations 
which may involve emotional 
support, coping skills and sup-
port services for those suffering 
from mental health or addiction 
issues.

We are pleased to announce 
that we have received an over-
whelming, positive response to 
the program and calls are com-
ing in daily from members from 
around the U.S. and Canada. We 
have received a few emails as well. 
Issues range in complexity; some 
callers are referred to other thera-
pists and others are continuing to 
talk with our professionals. 

Light of Hope is also a re-
source to the ministry. We’ve 

had ministers contact us seeking 
assistance to help guide mem-
bers and the families they serve 
to successfully address the diffi-
cult challenges of mental, emo-
tional and addiction issues.

The Light of Hope helpline is 

available at any time. When you 
call, it will initially record your 
message so that one of our pro-
fessionals can respond within 24 
hours. These specialists will also 
assist in connecting people with 
appropriate resources in their 

communities while keeping all 
information confidential. This 
service is also provided in sever-
al different languages including 
Spanish, French and German.

When members call in, they 
can expect to receive a call from a 

specialist about their initial con-
cern. They will then be referred 
to one of our professionals for 
three to four consultations. Then 
they will be connected to com-
munity resources for continued 
long-term support. Should there 
be a need for further assistance, 
members can always call the 
helpline again.

Light of Hope also plans 
to develop online materials on 
a variety of topics such as de-
pression, anxiety, stress man-
agement, suicidal thoughts, 
communication skills, problem 
solving strategies, teen issues, 
parenting issues, etc. 

The helpline number is (888) 
241-6211, which is toll free in 
the U.S. and Canada. If you are 
outside the U.S. or Canada, you 
can email us at hope@ucg.org.

To aid in the continuing 
success of the Light of Hope 
program, we can use additional 
trained, licensed providers or 
consultants to assist in respond-
ing to calls. 

If you are willing to help, 
please email us at hope@ucg.org 
with your clinical experience 
and contact information. UN
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Light of Hope Helpline Provides Mental Health and Addiction Resources 
By Steve Myers

The United Church of God is pleased to offer a special new resource. 
The Light of Hope helpline is available at (888) 241-6211 or hope@ucg.org. 

On Monday and Tuesday 
afternoon, Jan. 24-25, approx-
imately 45 of us met online for 
our annual Festival Coordinator 
conference. It took the several 
hours we allotted for our meet-
ings to discuss various aspects of 
planning for the Feast of Taber-
nacles for 2022. We had a num-
ber of coordinators from Cana-
da and the Caribbean, as well as 
many past and present Festival 
coordinators from the United 

States at our meeting.
Victor Kubik, Chris Row-

land and I were present for the 
meetings, but Charles Melear, 
our overall Festival Coordina-
tor and Conference Planner, is 
instrumental in putting the on-
line conference together and he 
works closely with each of the 
Festival Coordinators in the U.S.

With consideration, after 
prayer and fasting through-
out the year, we do our best to 
provide Feast sites around the 
world that have much to offer 

our members in regard to scenic 
beauty, interesting attractions 
and meeting halls that are con-
ducive to worshipping God and 
fellowshipping with our breth-
ren. We carefully select Festi-
val coordinators and assistant 
coordinators and help prepare 
them for running a Festival site 
that will be pleasing to God and 
where all things are done “de-
cently and in order” according to 
God’s will.

In general, we spent hours 
discussing many topics, such 

as input from last year’s Festi-
val member survey and how we 
might improve next year’s Feast 
experience, speaking at the Feast, 
songleaders, the welcome video, 
COVID-19 complications, cele-
brating the Feast online, Families 
Helping Families, budgets, a new 
online Feast registration system, 
special music, youth education, 
the Festival Planning Brochure, 
United News articles about the 
Feast, and cards for shut-ins.

If I went into the detail of 
what we discussed in these 

meetings, this would become a 
very lengthy article, so suffice it 
to say that we are dedicated to 
learning from the experiences 
of last year’s Feast and are doing 
our best to prepare for the Feast 
in 2022. Certainly, we seek God’s 
blessing on all of our Feast sites 
and we ask all of you to join us in 
prayer throughout the year, ask-
ing God to pour out His bless-
ings upon us as we strive to hon-
or Father and Son by keeping 
the Feast as directed in Leviticus 
23! UN

U.S. and Canadian Coordinators Hold Festival Planning Meetings for 2022
By Mark Welch
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Worcester, Massachusetts—
More than 70 participants cut, 
sanded, shaped and decorated 
blocks of wood into speed racers 
for the sixth annual Pinewood 
Derby held Jan. 23 in Worcester, 
Massachusetts. This local event 
invited people from all around 
to enter the race, drawing racers 
from two countries and 11 dif-
ferent states. Local deacon, and a 
race coordinator Gerald Auguste 
said the COVID-19 restrictions 
are what took the event from 
local to global and for the race 
volunteers and coordinators to 
build upon the event, making it 
more exciting each year.

“We went from a rented 
racetrack and manually record-
ing the race times on paper to 
building our own racetrack with 
the electronically reported race 
times to a website for all to be 
involved, wherever they are,” he 
said.

Though it’s the sixth time 
the crew has put this event on, 
Mr. Auguste said the process 
is unique and interesting each 
time.

“Getting all these pieces to 
work and coordinating shipping 
and receiving cars, snapping 
pictures, capturing video inter-
views, when it’s finally race day, it 
can get very interesting,” he said.

And while many people 
spend hours perfecting the 
shape and look of their cars for 
the competition, for many, it all 
came down to building a family 

experience. Mr. Auguste’s cars 
may not have won the race, but 
he considers the entire experi-
ence a win for his whole family.

“It’s the time I get to spend 
with my kids being creative,” 
Mr. Auguste said. “I’m not great 
at building things out of wood. 
With each year, my kids chal-
lenge me to top last year’s car de-
sign, and I challenge them with 
being more involved in all as-
pects of creating their own cars. 
It’s a great family time.”

Race hosts David Rains and 
Jaime Sutherland brought the 
whole experience to the living 
rooms of the race participants far 
and wide with excited and whole-
hearted banter through each of 
the 60-plus heats of the race.

“I don’t know about you but 
that peanut butter cup is really 
drawing my eye, David,” Suther-
land said moments before an-
other heat took place. Rains and 
Sutherland kept everyone’s inter-
est through the multi-hour race.

The racing event wasn’t all 
about the race, though. People 
got to vote on the creativity of 
the cars as well. Three-year-old 
Amelia took home the trophy 
for most colorful with her car, 
“Rainbow Ranger.” She said she 
felt “good” about the race.

“My Rainbow Ranger derby 
car was so shiny and beautiful. 
And then I winned!” she said.

It was no surprise that re-
turning racer Reuben W., of 
New York, and his six-year-old 

daughter Elizabeth took home 
top spots again this year with 
Reuben’s car “Secret Sauce” 
nabbing first and Elizabeth’s 
“Cherry Blueberry” pulling out 
second place. Elizabeth M., of 
northern Ohio, took home third 
place with “Pink Flash.”

Former New England pas-
tor and now associate pastor for 
Ft. Lauderdale and Vero Beach, 
Florida, Andy Diemer took 
home the title of “Faster Pastor” 
this year with his car “SeaFire,” 
beating out sitting New England 
pastor Andy Duran’s “The Junk-
yard” by a split second. Ports-
mouth, Ohio, pastor Kevin Call 
rounded out the pastor race in 
third. The congregation looks 
forward to what next year’s race 
may bring. So, get your engines 
started now, and start planning 
and designing with your kids!

Amber Duran

Massachusetts Congregation Hosts Annual Pinewood Derby
Race Winners
First Place
Reuben W.’s “Secret Sauce”

Second Place
Elizabeth W.’s “Cherry Blueberry”

Third Place
Elizabeth M.’s “Pink Flash”

Most Colorful
Amelia S.’s “Rainbow Ranger”

Most Sporty
Brooklyn C.’s “Lead Sled”

Faster Pastor
Andy Diemer’s “SeaFire”

Above, top: Ezra, 5, gives the all clear with a thumbs up. 
Above, bottom: Amelia, 3, shows off her award-winning derby car “Rainbow 

Ranger” with her buddy Zeke, 2, and his car “Bubba Lee Gum.”
Bottom left: Local children took advantage of the hours of racing to hang out with 

their church buddies.
Bottom right: Elizabeth, 6, took home second place with her car “Cherry Blueberry.”

Sugar  Mountain, North Car-
olina—What do you get when 
you combine a group of enthu-
siastic skiers and snowboarders, 
solid spiritual messages, a lively 
game night, and fellowship with 
God’s people? You get the 2022 
Atlanta Ski Trip! This year’s ski 
trip, held from Feb. 5-6, was our 
11th consecutive event offering 
skiing and snowboarding to 
those who have a taste for ad-
venture and are willing to bear 
the cold. This year’s trip started 
with most attendees arriving on 
Friday afternoon and evening, 
Feb. 4. Although Boone was 
cold (right at freezing), snow-
flakes were a welcome sight.  

On Sabbath afternoon, ser-
vices were held at the La Quinta 
Inn & Suites, Boone University. 
Although there’s not a United 
Church of God congregation in 

Boone, we had 55 people at ser-
vices. After a song service led by 
Scott Thomas and messages by 
Bert Merring and Philip Aust, 
the group stayed around to 
catch up with those who attend-
ed the ski trip in past years and 
get familiar with those new to 
the event. Given that this year’s 
trip was held further east than 
in previous years (for the last 
decade, the Atlanta Ski Trip was 
held at Ober Gatlinburg, Ten-
nessee), there were a number 
of new faces at this year’s event. 
Eventually, everyone went to eat 
at one of Boone’s dining options. 
After sundown, over 30 people 
came back to the La Quinta for a 
game night that included Apples 
to Apples and Pictionary. Game 
night ended at 10 p.m. so every-
one could be at Sugar Mountain 
early the next day for check-in. 

The group next met on Sun-
day morning, Feb. 6, at 7:45 a.m. 
at the Sugar Mountain Ski Re-
sort Lodge for skis, snowboards 
and lift tickets. All total, we 
had 60 skiers and snowboard-
ers in addition to a non-skiing 
“cheer” team who remained in 
the lodge, enjoyed extra con-
versation, and offered words of 
encouragement to snowboard-

ers and skiers when they came 
in to warm up. The entire group 
met for a late lunch to share sto-
ries and refuel with burgers and 
chicken fingers. Thankfully, the 
day featured bright sunshine, 
and most stayed till 4 p.m. be-
fore heading home. Feedback 
for this year’s event was, as in 
past years, very favorable. Many 
who attended this year’s trip 

said they plan to return next 
year. If you couldn’t make it to 
this year’s Atlanta Ski Trip, con-
sider this an invitation to next 
year’s outing. And even if you 
choose not to ski or snowboard, 
the ski trip is a pleasant winter 
diversion that packs lots of time 
to connect with others in God’s 
Church and memories for all. 

Philip Aust 

2022 Atlanta Ski Trip Proves A Winter Success

More than 60 people gathered in Sugar Mountain, North Carolina, to ski and snowboard.



We live in the age of forget-
ting the truth. But even worse, 
ours is also the era of “Who 
cares?” and “Why bother?”

Don’t let that self-focused, 
societal sourness cripple your 
faithful observance of Jesus 
Christ’s Passover and the Days 
of Unleavened Bread. Take 
charge of your thinking to fo-
cus on the events surrounding 
God’s incredible plan for our 
lives.

The history speaks

Consider how the captive 
Israelites followed Moses’ di-
rection and tireless leadership. 
Reflect on the drama of the 10 
consecutive plagues that broke 
the power of Egypt’s tyrannical 
pharaoh. Listen in your mind to 
the mournful wailing for Egypt’s 
lost firstborn that reflected the 
pain of their sinful ways (see 
Exodus 12).

Imagine the sobering yet 
grateful first Passover meal fol-

lowed by Israel’s rejoicing exo-
dus from Egypt on that defining 
Night to Be Much Remembered.

Cast your thoughts forward 
to the final Passover meal of the 
disciples with their great Teach-
er and Messiah—and ours—Je-
sus Christ. Read what He taught 
them about these special, new-
ly-given symbols of the unleav-
ened bread for His body, then 
soon to be broken, and the sip of 
wine for His blood, then soon to 
be shed for our sins. His blood 
was shed for everyone regard-
less of whether it is accepted by 
repentance (see 1 John 2:2, Mat-
thew 26, Mark 14, Luke 22 and 
John 13).

Bring the truth to mind

God designed the Days of 
Unleavened Bread to focus our 
hearts and minds as His people 
to overcome sin and put it out of 
our lives. There can and will be 
no sin in the eternal Kingdom 
of God.

But as humans we don’t re-
member well. This has to do 
with the carnal, “me-first” mind-
set inflating our egos, “puffing” 
us up with unrighteous and 
self-righteous vanity. Remem-
ber . . . there is no righteous van-
ity! (see Ecclesiastes 11:8).

Our unknowing world

When it comes to God’s 
truth, we live in a spiritually ig-
norant age which is losing even 
the most basic aspects of the 
truth. That societal mindset is 
potentially a spiritually deadly 
dynamic for the Church of God.

God’s Word describes the 
process of repentance and con-
version in His plan of salvation: 
“Truly, these times of igno-
rance God overlooked, but now 
commands all men everywhere 
to repent, because He has ap-
pointed a day on which He will 
judge the world in righteous-
ness by the Man whom He has 
ordained” (Acts 17:30-31).

The “Man” whom God the 
Father ordained is our Savior 
and Friend, Jesus the Christ.

Since the Garden of Eden, 
the vast bulk of humanity lives 
and has lived in ignorance of 
God’s true values. Since then, 
only a tiny percentage have 
known and understood His 
truth. That dynamic will happi-
ly change as each of God’s Holy 
Days come to fulfillment.

Earnestly contend

The Church of God in his-
tory is that precious, historical 
few whom God has called out 
of their present, evil world “to 
contend earnestly for the faith 
which was once for all delivered 
to the saints” (Jude 3).

“Who is he who overcomes 
the world, but he who believes 
that Jesus is the Son of God” (1 
John 5:5). Never forget where 
that strength to overcome 
comes from.

Never lose your grip on 
this precious, vital calling 
and knowledge. As the world 
around us moves into more 
uncertain times, may this Pass-
over be a source of strength and 
dedication! UN
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Randy Stiver was ordained into the ministry on Pentecost in 1977. 
He has taught at Ambassador Bible College, served as Council 
Reporter and written for and edited Church literature. He can be 
reached at randy_stiver@ucg.org.

Prepare for the Passover and Days of Unleavened Bread!

Updates From Ministerial and Member Services
On February 5, 2022, Tony Stith was ordained into the 

ministry. He and his wife, Elizabeth, serve in the Twin Cities, 
Minnesota, congregation.

Chris Rowland

Upcoming Events
March 26-27, 2022
Georgia Formal Weekend

The Atlanta and Buford, 
Georgia, congregations invite you 
to the Southeast Formal Week-
end! The theme for this year’s 
formal is “A Night in Morocco.” 
The Southeast Formal is specif-
ically for ages 12-25. However, 
family members are encouraged 
to attend Sabbath services, senior 
recognition and skating on Sun-
day (visit bit.ly/GAformal for a 
detailed agenda of the audience 
for each event).

Cost for the formal is $35 
per person for the dance (ages 
12-25; this year’s formal does 
not include dinner). There is 
an additional charge for those 
who want to skate on Sunday 
morning. Registration is open 
through March 15. Those 
interested in attending may 
access further details (complete 
schedule, online registration, 
booking a room at the Hampton 
Inn and more) by visiting the 
website: bit.ly/GAformal. More 
details will be added soon. We 

look forward to seeing you!
April 16, 2022
Arizona Formal Dance Week-
end

You are invited to the 2022 
Phoenix Spring Holy Day Formal 
Dance hosted by the Phoenix, 
Arizona, Church family. Join 
us for a joyous start to the Feast 
of Unleavened Bread! Services 
will be held on April 16 at the 
Sheraton Phoenix Crescent 
Hotel. After sunset, attendees 
will enjoy a dinner followed 
by music and dancing. Visit 
ucg-phoenixformal.weebly.
com for event and registration 
information. The deadline for 
registration is March 21. We 
hope you will join us!

May 20-22, 2022
California Women’s Enrich-
ment Weekend

You are invited to join us for 
the 20th Women’s Enrichment 
Weekend in Orange County, 
California. Due to COVID-19, 
the weekend originally planned 
for January has been postponed 

to the weekend of May 20-22. 
The theme to celebrate this 
special 20th Women’s Weekend 
in our area is “Looking Back—
Moving Forward.” The event will 
be held again in the beautiful 
Embassy Suites in Santa Ana, 
California. For more details, 
please visit women.ucg.org.

May 28-30, 2022 
Wisconsin Young Adults’ 
Weekend

Young adults from across 
the country are invited to Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin, this Me-
morial Day Weekend to meet 
other young adults, engage in 
Bible studies and sightsee in the 
Milwaukee area. We invite those 
aged 18-30 for this exciting 
weekend. Registration will be 
open to 50 people and a sign-up 
website is forthcoming. There 
will be a modest sign-up fee to 
cover the cost of food and some 
activities. Housing options in-
clude camping (free), staying in 
brethren’s homes (free), and lo-
cal hotels ($70-$120/night). We 

hope you can join us for a lively 
weekend of fellowship, mingling 
and fun activities. In the mean-
time, mark your calendars!

June 3-5, 2022
Indiana Pentecost Weekend

Brown County State Park 
and the Abe Martin Lodge in 
southern Indiana will again 
host Sabbath and Pentecost 
services June 3-5. The weekend 
will feature the popular annual 
Concert for God on Saturday 
evening, followed by a hymn 
sing. The park’s rustic Abe Mar-
tin Lodge offers housing ac-
commodations, conference fa-
cilities (including the Melodeon 
Room, where services will again 
take place) and an indoor wa-
ter park. A traditional Sabbath 
afternoon pitch-in potluck will 
take place on June 4, and a pre-
paid option for Pentecost lunch 
(between services) will again be 
available. 

Please see bit.ly/Indiana22 
for more information and to 
contact the coordinators. UN
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Lonnie & Bertie  
Blankenship

The United Church of God 
Little Rock, Arkansas, congrega-
tion celebrated the 50th anniver-
sary of Lonnie and Bertie Blan-
kenship on Sept. 11, 2021.

Lonnie and Bertie met 
during the early 1970s while 
Lonnie was serving in the U.S. 
Air Force. They were married on 
Sept. 24, 1971, in Jacksonville, 
Arkansas. They were baptized 
into God’s Church in April 1982 
by Fred Kellers.

The Little Rock congregation 
enjoyed cake and punch as well 
as fellowship following Sabbath 
services on Sept. 11. Bertie and 
Lonnie received an engraved pa-
per weight with their names and 
anniversary date, as well as a di-
amond-shaped paper weight.  

Larry & Rita Jacks
Larry and Rita Jacks celebrat-

ed their 65th wedding anniversa-
ry on Jan. 12, 2022. Their local 
congregation in Jacksonville, 
Arkansas, honored them with a 
celebratory reception on Jan. 29. 
Unfortunately, they were unable 
to attend due to illness. Their 
daughter Deneice Lawrence was 
there in their place.

Larry and Rita met in junior 
high school when Rita’s family 
moved to the Star City, Arkan-
sas, area. They were married in 
January 1957 before she finished 
high school in May. They have 
two daughters, Deniece (Bill) 
Lawrence and Sarah (Tom) 
Siemer. They have several grand-
children, great-grandchildren, 
and one great-great-grandchild.

Larry and Rita were bap-
tized together in January 1972 
in Little Rock, Arkansas. They 
have attended central Arkansas 
congregations since that time. 

They have lived the majority of 
their life together in Star City, 
Arkansas, and have just recent-
ly moved to be near one of their 
daughters.

Victor & Beverly Kubik
On Monday, Jan. 24, home 

office employees held a special 
celebration in honor of Victor 
and Beverly Kubik’s 40th wed-
ding anniversary. Friends and 
coworkers shared comments 
about the positive impact the 
Kubiks have had on them. Oth-
ers reflected on the Kubiks’ tire-
less service to the Church and 
communities around the world.

Mark Welch later wrote: 
“For me, personally, and for my 
wife, Barbara, it has been very 
rewarding to get to know both 
Vic and Bev on a more person-
al level and also to see their un-
relenting dedication to serving 
God, the employees, members 
of the United Church of God, 
the community here in the Cin-
cinnati area, and their outreach 
of service to the Church and the 
world through LifeNets.

“Those who know the Ku-
biks have benefitted from their 
leadership, their love and their 
devotion to God and His way of 
life. This was quite evident at the 
celebration as many expressed 
their appreciation, and the Ku-
biks graciously made everyone 
feel very comfortable and at 
ease.

“Barbara and I have always 
appreciated their leadership, 
their service, and the true humil-
ity exemplified in their conduct. 
And for the past three years we 
have had an opportunity to get 
to know them much, much bet-
ter, and our appreciation has 
grown immensely. From my 
perspective they have both set a 
very fine example of true Chris-
tians and have inspired Barbara 
and me to want to serve more 
faithfully than ever.”

Peter Eddington commented: 
“Terri and I have really appreci-
ated Victor and Beverly’s team-
work as a couple, and their godly 
outlook on marriage and life. 
They have set a sterling exam-
ple to all of us here at the home 
office. Forty years of marriage is 
certainly a milestone in today’s 
society, and we appreciate them 
continuing to set the bar high 
for all married couples. We offer 
our love and support to them, 
and pray they’ll have many more 
happy years together.”

Dr. Donald Ward wrote: 
“Wanda and I send our con-
gratulations and best wishes to 
Vic and Bev Kubik on their 40th 

wedding anniversary. They have 
worked tirelessly as a team in 
serving God’s people around the 
world. In so doing they have set 
a marvelous example for mar-
ried couples everywhere to em-
ulate. May God bless them in the 
days that lie ahead.”

Jorge de Campos wrote: 
“The Bible tells us, ‘You shall 
know them by their fruits,’ and 
the labor of love by Vic and 
Bev in serving those that are 
disadvantaged, has borne fruit 
around this whole world, actu-
ally in probably all continents. 
I can particularly be grateful for 
their acts of service from Brazil 
to Angola, be it in scholarships, 
borehole wells for the brethren 
to have water for irrigation and 
drinking, sewing machines to 
help ladies serve other ladies, 
mosquito nets, meeting facili-
ties, besides many other deeds 
which are greatly appreciated. 
We are so grateful for their acts 
of service and we pray that God 
may bless them for many years 
to come of good health.”

The Kubiks met on a bus 
during Labor Day weekend in 
September of 1981. Mr. Kubik 
wrote: “Our Minneapolis/St. 
Paul churches held a final ses-
sion of youth camp at Orr, Min-

nesota, 250 miles north. I was 
among the staff and, after the 
activities, it was time to return 
back to the Twin Cities on a 
school bus. I was the last one to 
hop onto the crowded bus as the 
driver closed the door. There 
was only one space available—it 
was next to a pretty woman. I 
kind of knew who she was but 
didn’t really know her. I had no 
choice but to sit next to her for 
the next four hours. That trip 
was the beginning of a 40-year 
adventure.”

The Kubiks have spent their 
marriage serving God’s Church 
in pastoral and administra-
tive roles both in the U.S. and 
around the world. They have 
also served many people both 
inside and outside the Church 
through LifeNets, a philan-
thropic mission they founded in 
1999 and of which Mrs. Kubik 
is the president. Mr. Kubik has 
served as the president of Unit-
ed Church of God since May 
2013. 

We look forward to seeing 
them together for many more 
years in fine service to their fam-
ily and God’s people!

Weddings

Anson Dowd  
& Victoria Phelps

Duane and Lisa Phelps of the 
Cincinnati East, Ohio, congre-
gation are happy to announce 
the marriage of their daughter 
Victoria to Anson Dowd, son 
of Dan and Roxanne Dowd, on 
Aug. 22, 2021. The wedding was 
officiated by Dan Dowd, father 
of the groom and pastor of the 
Milwaukee, Oshkosh and Wis-
consin Dells, Wisconsin, congre-
gations. Jennifer Phelps, sister 
of the bride, was maid of honor 
and Austin Chance, friend of the 
groom, was best man. The wed-

ding and reception were held 
at The Venue on Lake Grant in 
Mount Orab, Ohio. The beauti-
ful hall was filled with love and 
laughter as family and friends 
gathered to celebrate the special 
occasion. Anson and Victoria 
currently live in Wauwatosa, 
Wisconsin, and attend the Mil-
waukee congregation. 

Don Hooser  
& Judy Resler

The joyful wedding of Don 
Hooser of McKinney, Texas, 
and Judy Resler of Reedsburg, 
Wisconsin, took place imme-
diately after the Dallas Sabbath 
service on Jan. 1, 2022. The 
wedding ceremony was offici-
ated by the Dallas pastor, Stan 
Martin. The best man was Don’s 
son, Randy. The matron of hon-
or was Amy Wuerfel, Don’s 
daughter. The flower girl was 
Rylie Hooser, Randy’s daughter.

Many people, especially 
those who live far away, were 
unable to attend, but the wed-
ding was webcast and many 
family members and friends 
from all over enjoyed watching 
the entire wedding that way.

Because of COVID-19, some 
of the wedding plans were mod-
ified. That included postponing 
the wedding reception to Feb. 
12, when it took place after the 
Dallas Sabbath service. Immedi-
ately after the wedding ceremo-
ny, microphones were passed to 
all those who wanted to make 
comments or ask questions. 

To learn about how Don and 
Judy got to know each other, 
their story is on the wedding 
website, theknot.com/don-
judy. The password is love. At 
the top of the site, click on “Our 
Story.” 

Don and Judy plan to live in 
his home in McKinney, Texas, 
in the winter months and in her 
home in Reedsburg, Wisconsin, 
in the summer months.



Obituaries

Hugh D. Buchanan

Hugh D. Buchanan, 73, of 
Boonsboro, Maryland, died 
peacefully at home surrounded 
by his family on Nov. 9, 2021. He 
is survived by his beloved wife of 
20 years, Boni Buchanan. Hugh 
was born in Greenock, Scotland, 
on Aug. 19, 1948. He came to 
America when he was three years 
old and loved being an Ameri-
can.

He graduated from Thur-
mont High School in Maryland 
in 1966 with the nickname of 
“mad scientist” because of his 
love for chemistry. He attended 
the University of Maryland, ma-
joring in chemistry. He worked 
as a purchasing supervisor for 
many companies throughout 
his career including Honeywell, 
Medimmune and Baxter Interna-
tional until his retirement from 
Rockwell Collins in 2017. Hugh 
was a dedicated supervisor of his 
staff and often received awards 
for his efforts in team leading and 
excellent cost saving methods.

Hugh served as an elder in 
congregations in the Mid-At-
lantic area and attended in Co-
lumbia, Maryland. Hugh served 
as a local choir director, as well 
as Festival choir director for the 
Tucson, Arizona, Ocean City, 
Maryland, and Lake George, 
New York, Feast sites. Hugh 
wrote and performed original 
music at many Feast sites, as well 
as locally. His music was highly 
acclaimed by all who enjoyed it. 
Hugh was a passionate speak-
er and provided many uplifting 
sermons, sermonettes and Bible 
studies for the congregations he 
served. Struggling with serious 
health trials for 12 years, he never 
gave in to affliction and contin-
ued to press on to the high mark 
of his calling to serve. When he 

could no longer travel and speak, 
he continued to record powerful 
messages in both audio and vid-
eo format to be played for ser-
vices and Feast sites.

Hugh enjoyed playing gui-
tar and would often perform for 
Night to Be Much Observed din-
ner parties, special music, volun-
teering at local nursing homes 
and winter family weekends. He 
enjoyed writing and recording 
his own original music at home 
in his studio. An avid chess play-
er, he relished a good game and 
could be seen at local coffee 
houses with other chess players, 
and often challenged players on-
line around the world. His study 
of astronomy and love for God’s 
creation of the universe made 
him a master at pointing out con-
stellations on a clear night. He 
would often bring out his Mead 
telescope and show visitors the 
rings of Saturn and other inter-
esting aspects of the universe. Af-
ter Hugh retired, he learned how 
to make knives and gifted fami-
ly with his creations. He loved 
spending time with his family, 
watching his grandchildren grow 
in God’s Church and having spir-
ited conversations with brethren.

In addition to his wife, Boni, 
Hugh is survived by his children: 
Heather Disher of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, and Scott Buchan-
an of Cincinnati, Ohio. He is also 
survived by his brother, Steve Bu-
chanan of Tucson, Arizona. He 
leaves behind five grandchildren: 
Jack Disher, Zoe Disher, Violet 
Disher, Gwendolyn Buchanan 
and Romilly Buchanan. He also 
leaves behind nephews James 
Buchanan and Steven Buchanan 
and a niece, Lindsey Knights.

Hugh is greatly missed by his 
family and brethren. He longed 
to be in the Kingdom of God, and 
we look forward to seeing Hugh 
when Christ returns!

Before he died Hugh told 
Boni, “I am standing on the 

threshold of the most exciting 
thing that can happen to me as 
a human being, and I can’t wait.” 
May he rest in peace until the res-
urrection.

Morris R. Collier
Morris R. Collier of Para-

gould, Arkansas, died on Mon-
day, Feb. 7, 2022, in the hospital 
in Paragould, Arkansas. Morris 
was 83 years old.

Morris Ray Collier, the son of 
the late General David and Ar-
mentia Collier, was born on Oct. 
11, 1938, in Loretta, Tennessee. 
He spent his growing up years in 
Malden, Missouri. Morris was a 
member of a painting union in 
St. Louis, Missouri, and owned 
his own painting contractor busi-
ness. He retired in 1996.

Morris was married to Ame-
lia Ann Haley on July 3, 1979, in 
Malden, Missouri; she survives. 
Morris and Ann were baptized 
into the Church of God in 1979 
and attended with the World-
wide Church of God in St. Louis, 
Missouri. They began attending 
with the United Church of God 
when it first began. At the time of 
his death, Morris and Ann were 
attending the Jonesboro, Arkan-
sas, UCG congregation, which 
meets in Bono, Arkansas. He was 
a valuable member of the Church 
and will be missed very much.

Morris and Ann were snow-
birds up until a couple of years 
ago. They had a travel trailer and 
liked to go to Florida or Arizo-
na in the winter. They attended 
church in both states. In Flori-
da, they attended in Tampa and 
Ft. Myers. Morris was a very so-
ciable person who often called 
members to see how they were 
doing. He was well known.

Morris is survived by his wife 
Ann, one daughter and three 
sons, 10 grandchildren, 11 great 
grandchildren and a host of oth-
er relatives. He was preceded in 
death by one son and four broth-

ers and sisters.
Services were conducted by 

Fred Nance, his pastor.
We look forward to seeing 

Morris in the Kingdom. He will 
be missed.

Beverly Daugherty
Beverly Daugherty, 63, of Si-

erra Vista, Arizona, died on Oct. 
15, 2021, from complications of 
pneumonia and COVID-19.

Beverly was a founding mem-
ber of the Sierra Vista, Arizona, 
Church of God and was known 
to her friends and fellow Church 
members as helpful and gracious 
with a cheerful disposition. Bev-
erly served her fellow members 
in Sierra Vista by assisting on the 
sound and video crew, setting 
up the sound system in the local 
area and planning and organiz-
ing meals and activities for local 
Holy Days.

Beverly was known to her 
friends and family as a disci-
plined and organized person, 
and most of her professional ca-
reer was in bookkeeping. 

Beverly is survived by her 
mother, Almira Daugherty; sis-
ter, Anita Egerton; brother Keith; 
daughter Mandy; and grandson 
Wesley.

Donald Wilford Ellis
Donald Wilford Ellis, 76, of 

Cross Roads, Texas, died on Sun-
day, Nov. 28, 2021. He was born 
on May 19, 1945, in Detroit, 
Michigan, to Wilford Zadel and 
Dorothy Minnie (Schram) Ellis. 
Don married Lois Jean Hampe 
in Birmingham, Michigan, on 
June 18, 1977.

He served in the United 
States Navy on the USS Amer-
ica aircraft carrier, which was 
stationed in the Mediterranean 
where it was the first ship to re-
spond to the USS Liberty rescue 
efforts in 1967.

Don worked as a systems en-
gineer. His jobs at Bendix and 

Summagraphics took him all 
over, including work at the Pen-
tagon and the Panama Canal. 
His last 21 years before retiring 
in 2006 were at EDS, supporting 
General Motors as an application 
support specialist.

He loved electronics as a 
hobby and built his own com-
puter (using Heathkit). He also 
enjoyed woodworking and made 
wood components to be used in 
pens and ice cream scoops. He 
loved serving the Church, in-
cluding running the weekly web-
cast so those who were unable 
to attend services could view 
online. Most of all he loved his 
family, and they are very grateful 
that they had one last Thanksgiv-
ing with him.

Those who knew Don well 
knew he would get a twinkle in 
his eye when he was being mis-
chievous—just like his mom!

Don is survived by his wife 
of 44 years, Lois of Cross Roads, 
Texas; son, Steven Donald Ellis 
of Overland Park, Kansas; two 
daughters, Erin Lizabeth Ellis of 
Alhambra, California, and Melo-
die Lynne Palacios and husband 
Daniel of Savannah, Texas; and 
seven grandchildren.

He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Wilford and Doro-
thy; and granddaughter, Clara 
Laraine Palacios.

A graveside service was held 
on Thursday, Dec. 2, 2021, at 
Roselawn Memorial Park in 
Denton, Texas, with Stan Martin 
officiating.

Frank Escalante
Frank Escalante was born in 

Caracas, Venezuela, on Dec. 27, 
1946. His family moved to the 
United States in December 1959, 
when he was 13 years old. He be-
came a United States citizen in 
1977.  

Frank Escalante

Dec. 27, 1946-Nov. 26, 2021
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After graduating from high 
school in 1964, Frank entered 
college, but did not graduate 
right away. He and his wife Linda 
were married in 1970, and had 
two children, Jennie and Pete. 
He was self-employed in mainte-
nance and janitorial services and 
worked for the New Jersey Nurs-
ing Home Association for two 
years and the Children’s Social 
Organization for three years. He 
spent three years as the assistant 
manager at a fast-food hamburg-
er franchise and also worked 
part-time in a drug rehab clinic.  

He would later go on to 
graduate from computer school 
in 1983, completing a comput-
er programming curriculum. 
From there he began working for 
AT&T as a mainframe program-
mer, and spent a year in network 
sales, two years in network pro-
visioning and two years in proj-
ect management before retiring 
after 20 years of employment 
there.

Frank became interested in 
God’s Word and came into con-
tact with the Living Church of 
God congregation in Hammon-
ton, New Jersey. He was baptized 
on March 17, 2013, and later 
became a member of the Unit-
ed Church of God Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania, congregation. He 
was a faithful and dedicated ser-
vant, and a firm believer in God’s 
Word, who read the Bible in its 
entirety once every year. He had 
great concern for others in the 
congregation who were facing 
trials, and whenever he learned 
of another member having diffi-
culties, he would diligently try to 
find a way to help them through 
it. He was more than willing to 
serve in any way he could. It was 
his goal to serve as a songleader 

in the congregation. In late Oc-
tober 2021, he began training to 
lead congregational hymn sing-
ing. Sadly, he did not live long 
enough to achieve that goal.

Frank is survived by his first 
wife, Linda; his sister Daphne; 
three brothers, Toby, Gino and 
Lenny; his daughter Jennifer and 
her husband Mark; his son Pete 
and his wife Amy; five grand-
children; and his stepchildren 
Dawn, Terry, Stephanie and Joe. 
His second wife Donna preced-
ed him in death in 2006. He was 
buried in Hollywood Memorial 
Park and Cemetery in Union, 
New Jersey, on Nov. 30, 2021, 
where he will remain at rest, 
awaiting his resurrection.

William Dean May
William Dean May, age 86, 

died on Jan. 1, 2022. He was a 
resident of Downers Grove, Illi-
nois, since 1976. William (Bill) 
was born in Shelbyville, Illinois, 
on Nov. 14, 1935, to John and 
Gladys (Neal) May.  

William graduated from 
Shelbyville High School in 1954 
and served in the U.S. Navy 
from 1955-59. He first worked 
as an electronics technician for 
the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, but he had to leave that 
position to keep the Sabbath. He 
then worked in the electronics 
industry in the private sector. 
As an excellent planner and or-
ganizer, William soon found his 
niche in management, not only 
in the electronics industry but 
later in the hardware business.

William first heard Herbert 
W. Armstrong on the radio in 
1961 and was baptized on April 
1, 1962. He attended the Church 
of God in the Chicago area for 
six decades, serving in various 
ways through the years (includ-
ing running the sound system, 
ushering, serving as a Sabbath 
school coordinator and teacher, 
and most recently by helping to 

maintain the local congregation’s 
events calendar).

In 1964, William married Ei-
leen Karen Moore, daughter of 
Arthur and Josephine (Lehpa-
mer) Moore of Cicero, Illinois.  
The couple met when Eileen 
began attending services in the 
Chicago area. 

William is survived by his 
wife, Eileen; son John (Melanie) 
May of Downers Grove, Illinois; 
son Ethan (Jane) May of Lee, Illi-
nois; and granddaughters Grace, 
Madeline, Elise and Audrey—all 
of whom attend UCG.

William enjoyed easy lis-
tening music, reading, biblical 
research, writing poetry, card 
games, coin collecting, improv-
ing his computer skills and keep-
ing abreast of current events. 
Though physical ailments slowed 
him down in his final years, God 
continued to bless him with an 
active and inquisitive mind. He 
put his trust in the Bible’s sure 
and certain promises and looked 
forward to the coming Kingdom 
of God.

Donna Dee Myers
Donna Dee Myers died in 

the early morning hours of Dec. 
2, 2021, at the age of 92. Donna 
was known for her outgoing, giv-
ing attitude, serving for over four 
decades as a minister’s wife. Her 
warm, friendly smile, positive 
perspective and a deep love and 
care for God and His people was 
her hallmark.

She was born in Chicago, Il-
linois, on Sept. 1, 1929. She dat-
ed her future husband, Norm, in 
high school and after graduation, 
on Mar. 13, 1948, they began a 
marriage that lasted 66 years!

Norm and Donna Myers 
moved to New London, Wiscon-
sin, in 1962 where they raised 
their family. 

In the 1970s she was baptized 
and moved to Pasadena, Califor-
nia, where Norm attended Am-

bassador College while Donna 
worked in the Hall of Admin-
istration for the Worldwide 
Church of God in the Ministeri-
al Counseling Office for several 
years. After Norm was ordained 
into the ministry, she served 
congregations with him in Den-
ver, Colorado; Dayton, Ohio; 
Kenosha, Waukesha, Milwaukee 
and Oshkosh, Wisconsin. 

After retiring from the full-
time ministry, they moved to Ste-
vens Point, Wisconsin, to be near 
three of their children. Though 
retired, Donna and Norm con-
tinued to serve the Church in a 
wide variety of ways, including 
traveling throughout Wisconsin 
and Minnesota to speak, visit and 
encourage members.

Mrs. Myers is survived by her 
five children: Debby Jaeger (and 
her husband, Jerry) of New Lon-
don, Wisconsin; Skip Myers (and 
his wife Mona) of Stevens Point, 
Wisconsin; Steve Myers (and his 
wife, Kathe) of Milford, Ohio; 
David Myers (and his wife, Pam) 
of Fairfield, Ohio; and John My-
ers (and his wife, Patricia) of Ste-
vens Point, Wisconsin. She is also 
survived by many grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.

Donna dedicated her life to 
serving God and His people and 
lived in the firm hope and belief 
that her Savior, Jesus Christ, will 
resurrect her as a spiritual mem-
ber of the Family of God when 
He returns and establishes the 
Kingdom of God here on the 
earth. May God speed that day.

Marion Young-Perkins 
Marion was the oldest of four 

children, originally from Char-
lottesville, Virginia. She moved 
to the Washington, D.C. area as 
a teenager. She married her first 
love Elwood Young who pre-
ceded her in death, and from 
that union came four children; 
Patrick (deceased), Wesley (de-
ceased), Valerie and Francis. In 

1979 Marion married Tyrone 
Perkins, and as a blended family 
helped raise his three children; 
Tyrone, Tasha and Tina. 

Marion began attending the 
Worldwide Church of God with 
her son Francis and was bap-
tized in the mid 80s. She was 
enthusiastically involved with 
service and church activities. She 
enjoyed assisting with the tape 
library, being involved in the 
annual fruit sales, singing in the 
local and Festival choirs, crafting 
silk flower arrangements to help 
decorate the stage for Sabbath 
services, and she delighted in be-
ing with brethren for fellowship. 
She began attending services 
with the United Church of God 
in Columbia, Maryland, in 2015 
and then Northern Virginia in 
2017. After relocating to Golds-
boro, North Carolina, in 2018, 
Marion quickly became close to 
her spiritual family in the Ra-
leigh, North Carolina, congrega-
tion. 

True to form, when oppor-
tunities were available to serve, 
she jumped right in with assist-
ing in potluck preparations, con-
tributing to finger foods, assist-
ing with the card program, and 
coffee station set-up in addition 
to volunteering as a door greet-
er, information table attendant, 
and offering counter at the Feast 
of Tabernacles. One of Marion’s 
favorite activities was going on 
walks while listening to sermon 
messages. She could be found at 
any time sitting at her kitchen 
table listening to messages and 
taking notes. She truly made the 
daily effort to be closer to and 
walk with God. As Marion rests 
and awaits the resurrection, her 
earthly legacy is carried on by 
her daughter Valerie, son Francis 
(UCG Jacksonville, North Car-
olina), nine grandchildren and 
four great-grandchildren.

Howard Willis 
Howard Willis was born 

on Jan. 21, 1938 in Pine Bluff, 
Arkansas. He was one of nine 
children born to Torrance and 
Victoria Willis. He spent his 
younger life in Pine Bluff and 
later relocated to Cincinnati, 
Ohio, where he completed his 
education at Robert A. Taft High 
School. While in Ohio, he met 
and married Betty Joyce Aaron. 
They were married for 63 years 
and had four children: Betty 
Jean Myers, Jonathan Maurice 
Willis, Rene Victoria Essex and 

Announcements6

Donna Dee Myers

Sept. 1, 1929-Dec. 2, 2021

Howard Willis

Jan. 21, 1938-Aug. 31, 2021

Marion Young-Perkins

May 5, 1946-May 22, 2021

Frank Escalante obituary
Continued from previous page

William Dean May

Nov. 14, 1935-Jan. 1, 2022

Please see page 11



becomes clear is that there is a responsibility 
on each person to support the group, based 
on freedom of choice and ability. We all have 
a different understanding of what is right or 
wrong, true or false, or what may be helpful. 
Each person who walks this earth is unique and 
different. The dynamics of the crowd we are in 
are constantly in a state of flux. Sickness comes, 
values change and people age and die. We have 
no guarantee that we will walk with the same 
person at our side for the rest of our lives.

We walk alone

In one short paragraph of the Bible, Paul 
stated, “Bear one another’s burdens” and 
“.  .  .  each one shall bear his own load” (Gala-
tians 6:2, 5). That is what being alone in a crowd 
is about. We need one another, but there are 
many, many areas in our lives that are sacred 
to ourselves—no one is allowed to enter. To list 
a few: we think, learn, develop our own habits, 
pray, fight our own inner battles, fight disease 
and sickness, suffer pain, breathe, walk through 
life on paths we choose, have our own relation-
ship with God, know what our sins are and bear 
them, face loneliness or fear, and die alone. We 
may have many friends, relatives and people 
who care about us and want to help. But we are 
often in positions where they cannot help and 
they have their own loads to carry.

When God created Adam, He stated that it 
is not good that a man should be alone, so He 
created Eve (Genesis 2:18). Even though they 
were very close, and in the marriage sense they 
become one, spiritually they were not com-
pletely one. Adam spoke as though they were 
(Genesis 2:23), but when Satan enticed Eve, 
she alone was enticed. Adam failed in doing his 
part, too, but they fell one after the other—not 

together. Just like Adam and Eve, we face God alone.
There are some stories about being in a crowd and 

yet being alone that may help us grasp this concept. 
The woman who was brought before Christ after being 
caught in adultery was alone in a crowd. After Jesus 
wrote in the sand, He was alone and the crowd evap-
orated (John 8:9-10). A person who has the incredi-
ble ability that Jesus possessed and who carries him-
self with authority is one who is almost always alone. 
People may come and be “hangers-on” but no more 
than that. Often those whom God called directly into 
His service felt alone among those they came to serve. 
Abel, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Joshua, Samuel, David 
and Elijah (1 Kings 19:10) are only a few examples of 
those who came before Christ. Later, Paul was another 
example and, in a sense, so were each of the disciples. 
Paul was given a specific set of instructions from God 

Alone in a Crowd
Jesus Christ had a unique 
calling and a unique life. 
He was not understood 
by many of His own 
family and followers. God 
promises He will never 
leave us and Jesus made 
the same promise.

By Robert Berendt

Being alone is part of being human. It is part of learning to trust God. Understanding 
this lesson can give us strength and courage above what we think we can have.
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Her name was Marie. She was an elderly 
woman whom God had called late in life. How-
ever, she had a life that was full of experienc-
es plus a sincere search for truth and for God. 
She had a strong faith, but it was not until the 
last few years of her life that she excitedly said: 
“At last I have found the little flock.” I learned 
a valuable lesson while visiting this member. 
Marie, who was well on in years, had become 
bedridden and hospitalized for months due to 
a bad fall. She had led an incredibly active life, 
traveled to strange faraway places, met inter-
esting people, learned at least three languages, 
sang and played the guitar, had many friends 
and had a very strong faith. During one of my 
visits, she remarked in a plaintive voice, “Now 
I really know what loneliness is.” I was taken 
aback by that comment and it made me think 
about who and what we are. For this busy and 
active lady to really feel that way was truly re-
markable. She was outgoing and had an active mind. 
She had a keen interest in many things and had friends 
all over North and South America. Now, though, she 
was going through the greatest health problem she 
had ever faced, was not able to walk and travel about 
as before and found it hard to do much of anything. 
She said she never felt so alone in all of her life. For 
months she had time to think and to ponder—and 
come to realize that the trial she was experiencing was 
a path that she, and only she, must walk. I was with 
Marie shortly before she died and she was at peace. 
This great lesson is one we all need to learn.

All of us have parents, siblings, relatives and 
friends somewhere in our lives. Some are very close 
to us through association, where we live and in the 
things we do. Still, we all come to realize that there are 
many times in our lives when we walk alone. Winston 
Churchill said, “A solitary tree, if it grows at all, grows 
strong.” It is true that we face many trials and troubles 
during our lives, with others to aid or comfort us, as 

well as many successes and joyful occasions. We are 
in a crowd and we draw encouragement and strength 
from one another. We feel motivated and driven to 
accomplish things and we experience the synergy of 
a group. But although the support is present, we still 
walk a personal path of life that can make us feel we 
are alone. When one faces a trial such as this dear lady, 
Marie, faced, we can often feel as if we are all alone.

There are wise sayings in the Bible that God in-
spired humans who had lived through crises to write. 
One such set of verses tells us that two are better than 
one because they help each other. One keeps another 
warm and a threefold cord is not easily broken (Eccle-
siastes 4:9-12). All of those points are important and 
correct. When we walk in a crowd we feel helped, sup-
ported, and protected, so life is better and easier. But 
the speed a group can travel at is reflected in the speed 
of the slowest member of the group. Each person has a 
responsibility, and if one fails the group suffers. What 

Continued on next page
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The Bereans provide a wonderful example of biblical critical 
thinking—analyzing what they are exposed to and comparing it 

against the Scriptures (Acts 17:11).
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that included suffering (Acts 9:15-16). Paul would car-
ry that burden alone. Peter was another to whom Jesus 
outlined a death that was unique (John 21:19). These 
were paths on which Paul and Peter would walk alone. 
They had the prayers of others with them but no one 
could take their burdens.

There is One who will never leave us

Jesus Christ had a unique calling and a unique life. 
He was not understood by many of His own family and 
followers. He had nowhere to lay His head (Matthew 
8:20). He was not supported by His “crowd” when He 
told them He would be taken and killed (Mark 14:27-
31). Jesus knew His mission in life. Like all of us, He 
had to walk His path alone. True, He had loving fol-
lowers and friends—but they could not take His place. 
There were times when they forsook Him (Matthew 
26:56). No doubt Jesus felt this loneliness strongly. He 
knew what was in each man (John 2:24-25). Still, He 
also knew that He was not entirely alone. Jesus always 
knew that God the Father was with Him (John 8:16; 
John 8:29). Jesus also mentioned that He was not alone 
because He always did the things that pleased God. 
Still, God could not die for Jesus—Jesus alone had to 
die. Even in a crowd of angels and friends, witnesses 
to His loving Heavenly Father, Jesus felt so alone that 
He cried out in anguish, “My God, My God, why have 
You forsaken Me?” (Matthew 27:46). God promises He 
will never leave us and Jesus made the same promise 
(Hebrews 13:5). God was with and in Christ (2 Corin-
thians 5:19). God is with and in us through His Holy 
Spirit. But we are responsible for our choices and ac-
tions. That is why there are consequences and penal-
ties (and rewards). We may feel forsaken or wonder 
where God is in the midst of our struggles, but He is 
always there.

When Paul felt forsaken, he remembered the Lord 
stood with him and strengthened him (2 Timothy 4:17). 
Being alone does not mean we do not gain strength 
from God or those around us. It means our mind ex-
periences the pain, sorrow or joy, fear or confidence, 
based upon our thoughts and all that we have become 
in life. All of us walk alone before God, though we are 
among others. The firstfruits are a crowd, but it is in-
dividuals who make the crowd. We will stand before 
Him alone in judgment (Matthew 12:36). Being alone 
is part of being human. It is part of learning to trust 
God. Understanding this lesson can give us strength 
and courage above what we think we can have. We are 
always in the sight of a crowd of angels and of God the 
Father and Son, as well as among crowds of humans in 
our lives. Still there are paths that you and I must walk 
alone and we may feel that loneliness to the point of 
feeling forsaken. Although we walk alone, many eyes 
are watching and voices are encouraging us. When 
we have a strong faith and confidence in God, we are 
able to do much more than we can imagine because of 
the power that works in us (Ephesians 3:12; Ephesians 
3:20). Walk boldly, for God walks at your side.

To learn more about how to rely on God in your 
path in life, request our free study aid booklet You Can 
Have Living Faith. GN

Alone in a Crowd
Continued from previous page Biblical Critical 

Thinking for 
Christians: Living the 
Truth

It’s important for Christians to 
think critically about the issues 
they are confronted with, and 
to compare everything against 
the Bible.

By Evan J. Chase

As members of God’s Church, when we were called 
to live God’s way of life, we took the time to prove the 
true doctrines of the Church and disprove many tra-
ditional Christian doctrines that contain ideas not 
consistent with the Bible. Those of us who are second- 
or third-generation Christians also had to closely ex-
amine our beliefs before baptism and prove them for 
ourselves.

An important academic tool taught to students 
is critical thinking. This type of objective analysis is 
reflected in the biblical admonishment to “Test all 
things; hold fast what is good” (1 Thessalonians 5:21). 

For those who are members of God’s Church, this 
tool is basically what we used when first confronted 
with God’s truth. We wanted to make sure we were 
embracing that truth, so we likely got books and com-
puters out, studied the Bible, and by our research, we 
proved those things.

As we go through life and form our opinions and 
beliefs on issues in the world around us, do we use 
critical thinking?

We are exposed to all kinds of mainstream news, 
political agendas and theories from a variety of me-
dia sources. Newsletters and blogs are more popular 
than ever, and they can be convincing and seem right. 
Whenever we believe and embrace a stance on an issue 
of the day, do we honestly study both sides of the issue 
before believing it? 

When we examine issues outside the Church and 
then do what seems right to us without proper bib-
lically-based critical thinking, it can cause confusion, 
trouble and possibly lead us in the other direction 
from God. In our culture today, there is indeed a fam-
ine of truth! Notice Hosea 4:1-2. Ancient Israel, like 
many modern nations, allowed falsehoods and myths 
in their societies.

The originator of all deceptive teaching is Satan the 
Devil, and he holds sway over our world. If he can’t de-
ceive us about God’s truth, one of his tricks is to get us 
to embrace falsehoods of the world. Without compar-
ing what we hear to God’s Word and His ways, these 
falsehoods can cause us to have attitudes that are inde-
pendent of God’s ways. This can result in us neglect-
ing our calling to God’s Church, Sabbath services and 
causing division. This is the Devil’s snare mentioned in 
2 Timothy 2:25-26.

In Matthew 24:4, Christ’s first end-time warning 
was for us to not be deceived. We can now see how 
serious that warning is!

Virtually all the letters of Paul, Peter, John and Jude 
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urged brethren not to be led astray by false teachings 
of any kind (1 Timothy 1:3-4). In the last 20 years the 
Internet has been overflowing with theories and opin-
ions of people on every extreme.

Take everything with a “grain of salt”—think criti-
cally about what you read so you can avoid deception.

Here are three ways God tells us in His Word how 
to avoid deception:

Love the truth (John 17:17)! 

Notice how serious this is in 2 Thessalonians 2:9-
12. The only real truth is God’s Word (John 17:17), and 
the truth makes us free (John 8:32). When you read or 
hear any opinion, examine it and think, “Is this com-
patible with God’s Word?”

Guard the door to your mind (Proverbs 
14:15). 

Just like a computer virus, we can ingest corrupting 
information that can lead us astray. Be informed with-
out being corrupted.

Prove all things (1 Thessalonians 5:21). 

Notice this is not just in the realm of religion—it 
covers all things. Christ taught that we must use righ-
teous judgment—not according to appearances (John 
7:24)! That means learning all sides to an issue.

Like trusting sheep, it can be easy for us to be lead 
astray. Don’t be infected with Satan’s distractions, de-
ceits and the polarized society in which we live. It is 
crucial that we examine everything we read and hear 
against the Bible. The Bereans “received the word with 
all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find 
out whether these things were so” (Acts 17:11). They 
provide a wonderful example of biblical critical think-
ing—analyzing what they are exposed to and compar-
ing it against the Scriptures.

We know much greater deception will come to this 
world before Christ returns to restore all things—in-
cluding truth. As our Lord Jesus Christ taught: don’t be 
deceived, guard the door to your mind, love the truth 
and prove all things! GN

Walk boldly, for God walks at your 
side.
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A Love That Shines
“Love each other; as I have 
loved you” (John 13:34). Jesus 
said this after washing His 
disciples’ feet—even Judas’ 
feet! This statement was meant 
not just for the disciples but all 
people then and now.

By Vincent Braddock

The reality is, sometimes this is easier said than 
done! We may find it hard to love some individuals as 
we have personal preferences, consciously or uncon-
sciously. We sometimes have bias towards those who 
are different, and unfavorable feelings toward others. 
When we see what people do, how they act and what 
they say, it may sometimes take a great deal of humil-
ity to remember that all people are made in the image 
of God. We all may not represent that fact in certain 
times or certain situations. 

Later that evening Jesus once again says, “This is 
My commandment: love each other in the same way 
I have loved you” (John 15:12, New Living Transla-
tion). Doing what we are told to do or should do is 
sometimes not an easy task. It also requires time, fo-
cused effort, practice and diligence so that we don’t 
have inappropriate reactions, un-Christian responses 
or attitudes we are unwilling to think about (Philip-
pians 2:4). 

First, we need the desire to follow this command-
ment given by Jesus—and then the commitment. 
Some of us may also need the tools or techniques 
and inspirational examples from others to attain this 
outpouring of love our Elder Brother has charged us 
with. 

We in the Church must live this earthly life exem-
plifying love and humility, while sharing the truth of 
the Scriptures. While we are doing this work, let us 
not dismiss or denigrate anyone. We know helping 
others, feeding others (spirit and body) and lifting 
people up should coincide with spreading the truth 
(Mark 6:37; Mark 6:41-42). Showing concern for all 
is the path towards Christian love. 

We must remember that love should always shine 
in us or from us—even though our moods, person-
al perspectives and dislikes can stifle the growth of 
godly love. Do we love only those in our own circle of 
familiarity or within our own comfort zones—loving 
our own likenesses? 

It is a natural human tendency to love people who 
are like ourselves; those of like-mindedness or those 
who seem the same as we are. Are we overcoming 
this tendency through the use of God’s Spirit to see all 
equally under God? Must we politicize, reject, down-
play or create division in God’s Church? Will any of us 
be found having Christian love for individuals unlike 
ourselves? 

Whose feet are we willing to wash? We must con-

tinually practice to be present, utilizing a Christ-like 
heart and mindset, walking on this Christian path 
righteously and properly. 

Here are some examples and results of what can 
happen when giving and exhibiting Godly love to-
wards all.

Action versus inaction: the Good Samaritan 

The Good Samaritan cared for the man who was 
attacked by bandits (Luke 10:33-34). There were oth-
ers who did nothing (Luke 10:31-32). How do you 
think the Jewish man felt receiving help from a Samar-
itan? Did it encourage him to change his mind about 
Samaritans? Did it change his heart? The scriptures 
don’t say, but I believe it did—or at least planted a seed 
of love.

Love versus hate: a modern example

In the 1980s an African-American man had sev-
eral non-confrontational, civilized conversations with 
Ku Klux Klan (KKK) members of various ranks, even 
a grand dragon (who is the head of the chapters of this 
organization). It’s a curious title, as Satan is called that 
great dragon (Revelation 12:9; Revelation 20:2). This 
man, Daryl Davis, did not respond with hate while 
having conversations with Klansmen, but with com-
passion and humility—with a commitment to build-
ing a bridge constructed with love and non-confron-
tational communication (Romans 12:14). 

The KKK was formed in 1865 after the Civil War 
to terrorize and subjugate freed slaves. The KKK or-
ganization has a documented history of hate, assault, 
murder and lynching. 

Davis, a stranger who did not hate those who 
hated him, helped Klansmen see that they should 
respect—or ought to love and respect—all peoples 
(Matthew 5:44, 46). Despite the organization’s prej-
udice and violence, some individual KKK members 
(who may have been misinformed and more open 
to forming a relationship) renounced and resigned 
from the Klan. Some even become good friends of 
Davis. 

Interactions built with love—both inside one’s 
circle or outside one’s comfort zone—can produce 
amazing examples of Christian brotherhood.

Sharing is caring: a child’s point of view

When one child was asked what love is, their re-
sponse was, “Sharing your french fries with someone 
even if they don’t ask.” Another child responded, 
“Love is giving someone one of your favorite toys.” 
In another example, a four-year-old lived next door 
to an elderly man who had recently experienced the 
death of his wife. One day the boy saw his neighbor 
crying. He went over and climbed into the neighbor’s 
lap and sat there. When he came home his mother 
ask what he said to the man. “Nothing,” he said, “I 
just helped him cry.” 

Be happy with those who are happy, weep with 
those who weep (Romans 12:15). Do young children 
have a greater understanding of love than you and I? 

We all can be better at cultivating and demon-
strating Christian love. We are obligated to do so 

(Romans 12:10).
Here are some suggestions and techniques to en-

courage the growth of brotherly love:
1. We must all be humble. Does not our Father see 

us as reprehensible and sinful (Isaiah 64:6)? Does He 
not love us still? 

2. Be patient and tender-hearted (Colossians 3:12).
3. Be present in peace. Don’t try to stir up contro-

versy or aggravate anyone by showing preferences for 
a political party, making incendiary comments or re-
marks which may belittle someone’s personal insights 
or experiences (Philippians 2:3).

4. Be conscious of our words. Words might be un-
intentionally abrasive and not carefully thought out 
(Proverbs 16:23-24). In these ways our interactions 
build bridges, not tear them down (Ephesians 4:3).

5. Jesus showed amazing capacity to ask questions 
and listen (Mark 9:21). We may be correct in our dis-
cerning of a person’s circumstances or thought pro-
cesses. We also might be wrong (Romans 12: 16)! We 
should listen carefully (Proverbs 18:2).

6. We might need to change perspectives and not 
be so rigid. Try on someone else’s shoes, it might help 
us to understand (1 Peter 3:8).

7. We can also practice hospitality and invite peo-
ple to our homes. Socialize and fellowship with those 
with whom we are less familiar (Hebrews 10:25).

8. We can approach brethren we don’t know very 
well yet. We can just smile, speak and greet them (Ruth 
2:4). How many of us have walked right past a mem-
ber while at church without acknowledging them? We 
can teach our children to speak to their elders (Ro-
mans 12: 10) and vice versa.

9. We should encourage (1 Thessalonians 5:11) and 
try to motivate others (Hebrews 10:24).

10. We must not forget to reach out to those who 
are ill and/or isolated (Matthew 25:35).

11. Do the obvious. Pray for others (1 Timothy 
2:1).

There are many more ways each of us can think of 
to stir up Christian love and brotherhood. I pray that I 
can do better; I pray that we can all do better. 

The world versus the Church of God

Picture in a dining room a large table with a very 
large pot of delicious stew. All the people sitting 
around the table are thin, famished and sickly. They 
are all holding spoons with very long handles and 
each person reaches into the pot of stew and takes 
a spoonful. Because the handles of the spoons are 
longer than their arms, they cannot turn the spoons 
back to reach their mouths. This can well exemplify 
the world in which we live. 

However, picture another house where the rooms 
are exactly the same as the one previously men-
tioned. There are large tables with very large pots of 
delicious stew. The people here have the same long 
handled spoons but they are well nourished, healthy, 
laughing and talking with each other in joyous fel-
lowship. But you see, because they had loved one an-
other, they quickly learned to feed each other. This is 
how we should be in the Church of God.

The love we show to our brethren and the world 
should bring glory to God (Ephesians 4:2-6), not just 
on Sabbaths and Holy Days or Passover—but every 
day, week, month and year. For we know God so 
loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, 
(John 3:16) and that Son, Jesus, loved us as well (John 
17:11; John 17:26). We are commanded to love the 
Father, the Son and all our many brothers and sisters 
who are made in the image of God. A love that shows 
itself is a love that shines (Matthew 5:16). GN

It is a natural human tendency to love people who are like ourselves; those of 
like-mindedness or those who seem the same as we are. Are we overcoming this 
tendency through the use of God’s Spirit to see all equally under God?
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In Matthew 12:38, some of the scribes and Phar-
isees asked Jesus for a sign to prove He was the Mes-
siah. But Jesus told them that the only sign He would 
give was that of the prophet Jonah: “For as Jonah was 
three days and three nights in the belly of the great 
fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three 
nights in the heart of the earth” (Matthew 12:40).

But how can we fit “three days and three nights” 
between a Friday-afternoon crucifixion and a Sun-
day-morning resurrection? This traditional view al-
lows for Jesus to have been entombed for only a day 
and a half.

Some believe that Christ’s “three days and three 
nights” statement does not require a literal span of 72 
hours, reasoning that a part of a day can be reckoned 
as a whole day. Thus, since Jesus died in the afternoon, 
they think the remainder of Friday constituted the first 
day, Saturday the second and part of Sunday the third. 
However, they fail to take into consideration that only 
two nights—Friday night and Saturday night—are 
accounted for in this explanation. Something is obvi-
ously wrong with the traditional view regarding when 
Christ was in the tomb.

Jonah 1:17, to which Christ referred, states specifi-
cally that “Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days 
and three nights.” We have no basis for thinking that 
Jesus meant only two nights and one day, plus parts 
of two days. If Jesus were in the tomb only from late 
Friday afternoon to early Sunday morning, then the 
sign He gave that He was the prophesied Messiah was 
not fulfilled.

Let’s carefully examine the details from the Gos-
pels. When we do, we uncover the real story of how 
Jesus’ words were fulfilled precisely.

Notice the events outlined in Luke 23. Jesus’ mo-
ment of death, as well as His hasty burial because of 
the oncoming Sabbath that began at sundown, is nar-
rated in Luke 23:46-53. Luke 23:54 then states, “That 
day was the Preparation, and the Sabbath drew near.”

Many have assumed that it is the weekly Sabbath 
mentioned here, and that Jesus was therefore crucified 
on a Friday. But John 19:31 shows that this approach-
ing Sabbath “was a high day”— not the weekly Sab-
bath (Friday sunset to Saturday sunset) but the first 
day of Unleavened Bread, which is one of God’s annu-
al high, or Sabbath, days (Exodus 12:16-17; Leviticus 
23:6-7). These annual Holy Days could—and usually 
did—fall on days of the week other than the regular 
weekly Sabbath day.

This high-day Sabbath was Wednesday night and 
Thursday, since Luke 23:56 shows that the women, 
after seeing Christ’s body being laid in the tomb just 
before sunset, “returned and prepared spices and fra-
grant oils” for the final preparation of the body.

Such work would not have been done on a Sabbath 
day since it would have been considered a violation of 

When Was Jesus Christ Crucified and Resurrected?
From our booklet Jesus Christ: The Real Story

the Sabbath. This is verified by Mark’s account, which 
states, “Now when the Sabbath was past, Mary Mag-
dalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought 
spices [which they would not have purchased on the 
high-day Sabbath], that they might come and anoint 
Him” (Mark 16:1).

The women had to wait until this annual “high 
day” Sabbath was over before they could buy and pre-
pare the spices to be used for anointing Jesus’ body. 
Then, after purchasing and preparing the spices and 
oils on Friday, “they rested on the Sabbath according 
to the commandment” (Luke 23:56). This second Sab-
bath mentioned in the Gospel accounts is the regular 
weekly Sabbath, observed from Friday sunset to Sat-
urday sunset.

By comparing details in both Gospels—where 
Mark tells us the women bought spices after the Sab-
bath and Luke relates that they prepared the spices be-
fore resting on the Sabbath—we can clearly see that 
two different Sabbaths are mentioned. The first, as 
John 19:31 tells us, was a “high day”—the first day of 
the Feast of Unleavened Bread—which, in A.D. 31, fell 
on a Thursday. The second was the weekly seventh-day 
Sabbath.

After the women rested on the regular weekly Sab-
bath, they went to Jesus’ tomb early on the first day 
of the week (Sunday), “while it was still dark” (John 
20:1), and found that He had already been resurrected 
(Matthew 28:1-6; Mark 16:2-6; Luke 24:1-3).

When we consider the details in all four Gospel 
accounts, the picture is clear. Jesus was crucified and 
entombed late on Wednesday afternoon, just before a 
Sabbath began at sunset. However, that was a high-day 
Sabbath, lasting from Wednesday sunset to Thursday 
sunset that week, rather than the regular weekly Sab-

bath, lasting from Friday sunset to Saturday sunset.
He remained in the tomb from Wednesday at sun-

set until Saturday at sunset, when He rose from the 
dead. While no one witnessed His resurrection (which 
took place inside a sealed tomb), it had to have hap-
pened near sunset on Saturday, three days and three 
nights after His body was entombed. It could not have 
happened on Sunday morning, because when Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb that morning before 
sunrise, “while it was still dark,” she found the stone 
rolled away and the tomb empty.

We can be assured that the length of His entomb-
ment that Jesus gave as proof He was the Messiah was 
exactly as long as He foretold. Jesus rose precisely three 
days and three nights after He was placed in the tomb.

Because most people do not understand the bibli-
cal high days Jesus Christ and His followers kept, they 
fail to understand the chronological details so accu-
rately preserved for us in the Gospels. (For more de-
tails, you can also download or request our free book-
let Holidays or Holy Days: Does It Matter Which Days 
We Observe?) GN

How can we fit three days and 
three nights between a Friday-
afternoon crucifixion and a 
Sunday-morning resurrection? 
Examine what the Bible really 
says.

https://www.ucg.org/the-good-news/the-chronology-of-the-crucifixion-and-resurrection-of-jesus-christ
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One Saturday morning in 
1967, the father of one my best 
friends came to our door weep-
ing. He told me that his son was 
killed during a gang fight when 
he was pushed out in the street 
and hit by a truck. 

Not long after, I learned that 
another friend had commit-
ted suicide in the Milwaukee 
County jail. 

I was just a teen at the time, 
but my sense of safety and even 
life itself felt precarious. I did 
not feel safe in my neighbor-
hood, my school or even my 
family.  

Running with a bad crowd 
seemed the only safe place, 
though most of what we did 
was wrong. Gangs are made 
of those who are afraid. They 
feel a sense of security inside 
the group and one will do what 
is expected to stay in the “safe 
zone.” It is a “pseudo-family.” 
(There is an article on dysfunc-
tional family issues at ucg.org/
blogs/breaking-free).

For some time, my parents 
had been receiving the Plain 
Truth magazine and listening 
to the World Tomorrow broad-
cast. Though we were a large 
Polish Catholic family (there 
were nine children in our fam-
ily), somehow the information 
from the Church of God was of 
interest to them, but that is as 
far as it went. They never acted 
on what they read and heard.

About the age of 16, after 
the death of my third friend 
in a short span of time, I hap-
pened to find in the trash in 
the basement of our home, a 
reprint article. It was from the 
Worldwide Church of God ti-
tled, “If You Die Will You Live 

Again?” I read it with interest 
as I was concerned I might be 
joining my other three friends 
soon. 

I began to read more litera-
ture from the Church that my 
parents had in our house and 
little by little God merciful-
ly began to open my eyes. He 
lovingly shared His truth to a 
confused, terrified and suicidal 
delinquent.

I wrote to the Worldwide 
Church of God in Pasadena 
and was connected with the 
pastor of the Milwaukee con-
gregation. I was invited to his 
home. He told me two things 
that I have not forgotten. 

First, he told me that God is 
creating a family, and second, 
that upon baptism I would be 
part of the Body of Christ—
part of that Family. He also told 
me that if he, as the pastor, ever 
left the Church and God, that I 
should not follow him. He did 
eventually leave and I have not 
followed (though not without 
deep help from the best Father 
and His dear people.).

On Feb. 23, 1973, I was bap-
tized. I was 23 years old, but 
still had a long way to go in un-
derstanding what I had com-
mitted to. 

A third life-sustaining event 
took place after my baptism in 
1973 and remains as a “rock” 
in my pocket when the winds 
of life have blown. At that time 
there were a number confusing, 
at least for me, stories coming 
out of the church headquarters 
Pasadena and I was wondering 
what I had gotten myself into. 

One Sabbath my best friend 
and I went out for dinner after 
Sabbath services. I was sharing 
with him my frustrations and 
fears of what I thought might 

be happening in the Church 
at that time and worried I had 
gotten involved in another dys-
functional family relationship. 
He, in so many words told me 
to go home and “soak your 
head.” He was done with me 
and tired of my questions.

Well, I did not go to my 
apartment but rather to a part 
of my old neighborhood and 
entered a bar at the local bowl-
ing alley. I was wrestling with 
suicidal thoughts which had 
plagued me when confused and 
scared. I felt utterly alone, with 
deep concern over what this 
Church and faith I was inside 
of was about and where it was 
headed. To this day I marvel at 
the fact that there on a Saturday 
evening there was no one else 
in the place but the bartender 
and me! At least I did not see 
anyone else at first. I sat at the 
bar and spoke briefly with the 
bartender. After some time, a 
man came in and sat next to 
me at the bar. Without any in-
troduction he turned to me and 
asked, “So, what is it that Mr. 

Armstrong teaches that bothers 
you so much?” 

Stunned, I looked around to 
verify my surroundings. It was 
as though time was suspended. 
I do not remember any answers 
I gave him if I did. At intervals 
he would offer thoughts to me 
and then we would both be qui-
et. He got up and left. I thought 
he must be someone at church 
I had not met yet, but if so, how 
would he know to come here? 
My friend with whom I had 
dinner did not know my where-
abouts. I quickly followed out 
to the street to ask if we could 
get together but found no one 
and no cars anywhere.

I have no explanation ex-
cept that God, in His mercy 
toward a very undeserving per-
son, may have sent an angel to 
encourage me and to save my 

life that night, for His purpose 
and to share love for a strug-
gling newcomer to the faith. 

I don’t remember many of 
the things that were said, but 
his words encouraged me to 
stay the course and not give up. 
I can’t tell you how many times 
I have needed this. There was 
a peace that night that I ask 
God for every day (Philippians 
4:6-7). As someone has said, 
“When you are down to noth-
ing, God is up to something.”

While attending the Mil-
waukee congregation I met and 
married Patricia Hodzinski in 
April 1974. We have been mar-
ried for 47 years and we have 
one son. There is so much more 
I could write as Patricia and I 
have continued our journey.  

This is but one person’s story. 
What’s yours? UN

By Tony Kuczynski

Left: Tony and his wife, Patricia, just after they were married in 1974, one year after his baptism.
Right: Tony and Patricia Kuczynski at a dinner dance in Milwaukee in the late 1980s.

We are looking for stories about how our brethren began their journey 
and how God opened their minds to His truth. If you’d like to submit your 
story for consideration, please email un@ucg.org (preferred) or mail your 
story to United News, United Church of God, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 
45254-1027

Howard Willis, Jr. From these 
four children they have five 
grandsons, four granddaugh-
ters, four great-granddaughters, 
and one great-grandson.

The Willis family moved 
to Oakland, California, in Jan. 
1965, where Howard applied for 
a position at United States Postal 
Service. He was hired and had a 
very stable and blessed career of 
56 years, finding joy in his job 
and all of his many coworkers. 
In his free time, Howard enjoyed 

listening to music, reading and 
watching old westerns. He was a 
friend to all, a man who always 
had a smile on his face.

In 1971, the Willis family 
began attending the Worldwide 
Church of God, and later the 
United Church of God. How-
ard was ordained a deacon in 
1993, and faithfully served the 
San Francisco Bay Area con-
gregation and the Escondido/
Oceanside, California, Feast site 
for many years. The following 
comments have been submitted 
for this obituary from pastors of 

the congregation in which How-
ard served.  

Bill Bradford wrote: “Howard 
was one of the most servant-ori-
ented and responsible persons I 
have had the pleasure to serve 
with. You could always count on 
him. During the time when the 
Church was in a crisis with false 
teachings entering in, Howard 
was a pillar of strength in the 
congregation and handled him-
self with unusual soundness and 
wisdom. He will be missed.”  

Jim Tuck wrote: “Joan and I 
knew and loved Howard for over 

20 years, and we always enjoyed 
immensely talking about the Bi-
ble with him. He was always dig-
ging deeper in the scriptures, and 
he had remarkable insight. His 
service as a deacon of the Oak-
land church was impeccable, and 
there is no one I have ever known 
who was a more hard-working 
servant of God than Howard.  
His wife Betty is a wonderful ser-
vant just like him. We will miss 
him greatly till we see him in the 
better resurrection.”  

Tim Pebworth wrote: “Mr. 
Willis’ faithful, diligent service 

and love of God’s truth was 
well-known by all in the Oak-
land congregation. Yet during 
his memorial, I also learned 
how many people he touched 
outside of God’s Church. Over 
the decades, from friends to 
colleagues at the Post Office, he 
was truly a light for God’s way 
of life to the community.”

Howard lived a zealous 
and dedicated life in service 
to God, his family, the Church 
and everyone else he encoun-
tered. His memory and exam-
ple will live on. UN

Announcements Continued from page 6

Howard Willis obituary, cont.



Victor Kubik speaks to the ABC class of 2022 during orientation.

Thinking of Attending ABC?12

Why attend Ambassador 
Bible College?

My wish is for every young 
person in the Church of God—
and many who are not-so-
young—to attend ABC. But most 
do not. Perhaps the reasons for 
not making the decision to at-
tend ABC is because of miscon-
ceptions and misunderstandings 
about what ABC is, and what at-
tending is like. It also seems that 
many elders and even pastors in 
UCG misunderstand the nature 
and goals of ABC.

Thus, rather than guessing at 
why many do not come to ABC, 
I want to make a case for why 
young adults should! To clear up 
possible misunderstandings, the 
faculty is writing a series of de-
scriptions of the classes we teach, 
to be printed in the United News 
and included in the MMS eNews. 
We will also have some of our 
graduates write about what ABC 
has meant to them and how it has 
positively affected their lives.

To start, though, let me talk 
about what Ambassador Bible 
College strives to be.

Our motto is simply, “Teach-
ing the Truth,” and that summa-
rizes what we do. ABC is an aca-
demic course of study that in one 
academic year (nine months) 
examines and covers the entire-
ty of the Bible. This is based on 
the firm belief that the Holy Bi-
ble is the inspired, authoritative 
Word of God. While many dif-
ferent men put pen to ink, it was 
Almighty God who inspired and 
directed the writing of more than 
40 authors. A thorough study 
over one academic year clearly 
shows the unity of the Bible. It 
is interconnected, with different 
parts of it supporting and rein-
forcing each other.

Future articles in this series 
will discuss how specific classes 
explore and explain sections of 
Scripture. Please consider that 
God’s Word, as Christ explicitly 
said, is truth. He said the truth 

will make a person free. Fur-
thermore, He said that the words 
He spoke “are spirit, and they 
are life” (John 6:63). Certainly, 
studying those words is worthy 
of our time and effort.

While it is good for a young 
person to study and train to earn 
a living; God’s Word shows a 
person how to live. That was the 
intent of Ambassador College 
when it was founded more than 
70 years ago, and it is the intent of 
ABC still today. The apostle Paul 
wrote to Timothy that a study of 
the scriptures would make a per-
son “thoroughly equipped for ev-
ery good work” (2 Timothy 3:17).

In the world today, truth is 
doubted, questioned and de-
spised. But at ABC, the truth of 
God’s Word is held in high re-
gard. Study of it is a noble pursuit, 
and living by it is a high calling. 
College degrees are good—I have 
five of them myself!—but a firm 
foundation of understanding the 
truth of God’s Word is essential 
to properly appreciating and im-
plementing all other knowledge. 
Many young adults entering 
ABC have told us that they came 
because they knew what they be-
lieved, but they wanted to better 
understand why. They wanted to 
learn how to explain what they 
believed through God’s Word to 
others. At ABC, we strive to help 
students do exactly that.

I would love to have every 
young adult in the Church of 
God join us at ABC.

Frank Dunkle

The Epistles of Paul

Have you ever found yourself 
in a situation where the Word 
of God was misunderstood and 
misused? All too often the doc-
trine of God comes under attack 
from those who claim to be reli-
gious. When your faith is chal-
lenged, are you confident of your 
understanding of God’s Word?

The apostle Peter wrote about 
this saying, “our beloved brother 

Paul, according to the wisdom 
given to him, has written to you, 
as also in all his epistles, speaking 
in them of these things, in which 
are some things hard to under-
stand, which untaught and un-
stable people twist to their own 
destruction, as they do also the 
rest of the Scriptures” (2 Peter 
3:15-16).

When the truth is under at-
tack, it is essential to know why 
you believe what you believe and 
have the ability to explain it. In 
many cases, as Peter wrote, it is 
Paul’s writings that are misinter-
preted. This is one important rea-
son to attend Ambassador Bible 
College. At ABC we take the op-
portunity to study Paul’s letters, 
which are some of the most pro-
found books ever written.

The Epistles of Paul class ex-
plores the historical and cultural 
background for each letter. Con-
siderable time is taken to identi-
fy, examine and explain difficult 
sections of these books in order 
to clarify and expand under-
standing.

If you’ve ever wondered how 
Paul’s teachings fit with the teach-
ings of Jesus and the other apos-
tles, this is the class for you! This 
course examines doctrines and 
practices as they were addressed 
among God’s people in the first 
century Church and how it ap-
plies to us today. The overriding 
goal is to motivate students to not 
only understand but to recall and 
implement these principles in 
their personal lives.

If you’ve ever felt “twisted up” 
or had questions about some-
thing in Paul’s writings, this class 
will help you gain a depth of spir-
itual understanding and the con-
fidence to explain it. I pray you’ll 
consider joining us at Ambassa-
dor Bible College.

Steve Myers

The General Epistles

Ambassador Bible College 
classes offer refreshing, exciting 

biblical knowledge and under-
standing to our students. We in-
vite you to come to Cincinnati 
and spend an academic year 
with our faculty and fellow stu-
dents to study and become firm-
ly grounded in the scriptures. 
It may very well be the most 
eye-opening and transformative 
year of your life.

I teach the General Epistles as 
a one-semester class that covers 
the letters of James, Peter, Jude 
and John. They are called “gener-
al” because, as contrasted to the 
letters of Paul, they are addressed 
to a general audience, not a par-
ticular church or person.

Originally, the placement of 
these letters was following the 
Gospels and the book of Acts, 
which describe the foundation 
of Christianity and the Church. 
Two of the authors (James and 
Jude) were half-brothers of Jesus 
Christ; they grew up with their 
brother, Jesus, and knew Him in 
a particularly intimate way. John 
was a cousin of Jesus, while Pe-
ter was a leading voice of the 
early Church.

These books center around 
the three greatest gifts of the 
Holy Spirit: faith (James), hope 
(Peter), and love (John). They 
give critical prerequisite knowl-
edge of these subjects before 
venturing into the more com-

plex writings of Paul.
Among our students, the 

book of James is the most pop-
ular in this set of letters. It is a 
New Testament version of the 
book of Proverbs, covering a 
variety of topics compacted in 
its 108 verses: trials, patience, 
faith, wisdom, temptation, lust, 
the tongue, pure religion, favor-
itism, the law of God, the source 
of conflict, the world, pride, hu-
mility, healing and more.

In the two epistles of Peter, 
we learn about how to cope 
with persecution from the out-
side—which comes from the 
government and society. In 2 
Peter (and Jude) we learn how 
to cope with opposition and 
heresy from within, which has 
been present throughout histo-
ry to our time now.

We use an expository style 
of exegesis. We first explain 
the meaning of the words, then 
what they meant to the origi-
nal audience. We describe the 
important background of these 
letters. Finally, and most im-
portantly, we hear the voice of 
God as He speaks to us person-
ally through these words.

We hope that you can join 
us later this year at ABC for a 
journey through the seven let-
ters of the General Epistles.

Victor Kubik

For more information about ABC or to apply, please contact ABC co-
ordinator Frank Dunkle at frank_dunkle@ucg.org or visit abc.ucg.org.

On Feb. 12, 2022, the ABC 
class of 2022 ran Sabbath ser-
vices for the Cincinnati East, 
Ohio, congregation. 

For the morning service, Bri-
an Styer gave the sermonette, 
with Aaron Dean (ABC Dean 
of Students) giving the sermon. 
With Matthew Rains as song-
leader, Seth Hall gave announce-
ments, and David Jutson and 
Winston Snyder gave the open-
ing and closing prayers, respec-

tively. Special music included a 
vocal duet by Audrey McGuire 
and Fonetia Duyck titled “El 
Shaddai,” accompanied by Bryce 
Fogelson on guitar, and a vocal 
solo by David Jutson titled “Holy 
City,” accompanied by Tim 
Clowdus on piano. The greeters 
were Bryce Fogelson and Fone-
tia Duyck, and the ushers were 
Winston Snyder and Jaclyn Kale. 
Snacks were run by Vanessa 
Bean, Ariel Winger and Audrey 

McGuire. Jaclyn Kale was in 
charge of the mother’s room for 
the morning services, and Alan 
Ratcliffe worked security.

The afternoon service opened 
with Bryston Bower leading 
hymns and Matthew Rains giv-
ing the opening prayer. Bryce Fo-
gelson gave the sermonette, and 
Frank Dunkle (ABC Coordina-
tor) followed with the sermon. 
Announcements were given by 
Winston Snyder, and the service 

ended with Alan Ratcliffe giving 
the closing prayer. The special 
music was titled “Is He Worthy,” 
and was sung by a vocal quartet 
consisting of Bryce Fogelson, 
Matthew Rains, Audrey McGuire 
and Vanessa Bean, accompanied 
by Bryce Fogelson on guitar. 
Brian Styer and Ariella McNally 
were the afternoon greeters, with 
Seth Hall and Audrey McGuire 
serving as ushers. David Jutson 
was on security. Snacks were run 

by Lauren Kess, Sue Robison and 
Jaclyn Kale, and the mother’s 
room was run by Audrey Mc-
Guire.

The ABC Sabbath is an annual 
opportunity for the current ABC 
class to gain experience serving 
the Cincinnati East congregation 
in various capacities—experi-
ence which they will take back 
with them to the congregations 
they go to serve in the future. 

Audrey McGuire

Ambassador Bible College Class of 2022 Runs “ABC Sabbath”

https://abc.ucg.org


Why did God call you and 
me into His Church? While He 
deeply desires that we develop 
godly righteousness so we can 
obtain salvation and enter His 
divine family, the first and fore-
most responsibility He gave us 
is to help preach and publish 
the good news of the King-
dom of God and make disciples 
throughout the world (Mark 
16:15; Matthew 28:19-20). As 
a result, our vital mission is an 
outwardly-focused one—for the 
purpose of helping other peo-
ple learn and follow the truth of 
God—so they can be freed from 
spiritual deception and corrup-
tion—just as we have been (2 
Peter 1:4).

Therefore, how can we be 
instrumental in supporting the 
work of spreading the gospel of 
God’s Kingdom today? Besides 
helping financially through our 
tithes and offerings we can pray 
diligently about it (Colossians 
4:2). The apostle Paul told the 
congregation in Thessalonica, 
“Finally, brethren, pray for us, 
that the word of the Lord may 
have free course, and be glori-
fied, even as it is with you” (2 
Thessalonians 3:1, KJV, em-
phasis added). Those dynamic 
words also apply to the gospel 
message today, especially where 
obstacles to it are in place. In 
the January-February 2022 is-
sue of United News, twelve re-
ports from the home office and 
our international offices were 
published about such needs so 
that we could pray about them 
knowledgeably and effectively. 

Below are four additional 
reports that we can pray about. 
The Bible tells us that when 
we pray earnestly and faithful-
ly God hears and can respond 
in marvelous and miraculous 
ways (Jeremiah 29:12; 33:3; 1 
John 5:14; 1 Peter 3:12).

1) Chuck Smith, senior pas-
tor for the Caribbean region 
wrote that the nation of Hai-
ti experienced great tumult in 
2021. The country’s president 
was brutally assassinated. Also, 
a massive earthquake devastat-
ed one end of the island which 
caused the death of many cit-
izens and left multiple thou-
sands without adequate food 
and water. Besides these events, 
numerous kidnapping/ransom 
situations were perpetrated by 
modern-day gangsters. 

These and other events have 
made life very difficult for the 
brethren of our Haiti congrega-
tion. For example, Sabbath ser-
vices had to be canceled several 
times due to gunfire, rioting 
and killing in the streets near 
our church building. In another 
instance, the church van which 
was transporting members to 
Sabbath services, came un-
der assault by individuals who 
pummeled it with rocks and 
stones. Nevertheless, God gra-
ciously protected our brethren. 

Mr. Smith concluded his 
report by stating, “Consider-
ing the needs of our members 
and God’s work in Haiti, your 
prayers would be greatly ap-
preciated. Please know that the 
brethren are not only zealous 

for God’s Word, but sincerely 
desire to spread the good news 
of His coming Kingdom to the 
people of their country and to 
every nation on earth today.”

2) Johnnie Lambert, pas-
tor in New York and East-
ern Europe, stated that due to 
COVID-19 travel restrictions 
he has not yet been able to re-
turn to the church office in the 
city of Tartu in Estonia. This 
obstacle has obstructed efforts 
to handle requests for litera-
ture and increase the impact 
of the work of God in Eastern 
Europe. He also wrote: “Due 
to the dramatically changing 
political situation in Russia, 
more-effective ways must be 
found to advertise our Russian 
website and literature. Also, 
because of tensions in Ukraine, 
we have already lost hundreds 
of subscribers—many of whom 
live in the area where fight-
ing is taking place—which has 
prevented our literature and 
correspondence from reaching 
them. Your prayers for God’s 
work in Eastern Europe, Rus-
sia and to Russian-speaking 
people in Latvia, Lithuania and 
Ukraine and other areas are 
very much needed.”

3) The home office reported 
that the two additional TV net-
works airing Beyond Today pro-
grams have now been added to 
our television log. The WORD 
Network, which can be viewed 
in 93 million cable households 
in the United States, is now air-
ing at 10:30 p.m. ET, 9:30 p.m. 
CT, 8:30 p.m. MT, 7:30 p.m. PT. 

Beyond Today can be viewed on 
Sky TV in the United Kingdom 
in nine million households and 
is also available for viewing in 
various nations in Latin Amer-
ica. It can also be seen in more 
than 65 countries by one mil-
lion personnel serving in the 
United States Armed Forces.

Furthermore, the i24NEWS 
TV network is now airing Be-
yond Today on Sundays at 8 
a.m. ET, 7 a.m. CT, 6 a.m. MT, 
5 a.m. PT. in the United States. 
i24NEWS TV is an Israeli-based 
international 24-hour news and 
current affairs network telecast-
ing in English, French and Ar-
abic. Its English-language ver-
sion can be seen in 20 million 
U.S. cable households. Your 
prayers for the success of these 
additions to our Beyond Today 
television schedule would be 
gratefully appreciated.

4) In August of 2021 the 
home office also reported that 
the United Church of God was 
preparing to launch a large 
print promotion campaign in 
the United States. Through this 
effort, in October of 2021 and 
in January, February and March 
of 2022, over 123 million ad-
vertisements will be included in 
coupon insert sections of Sun-
day newspapers in cities and 
towns across the country. Each 
ad offers a subscription to Be-
yond Today magazine and one 
of our Bible study aids.

The October phase of the 
campaign, which featured the 
study aid Angels: God’s Messen-
gers and Spirit Army, generat-

ed several thousand responses 
with more arriving daily. The 
January 2022 effort which of-
fered the booklet The Book of 
Revelation Unveiled, also com-
pleted successfully. 

A total of 75 million adver-
tisements will be included in 
coupon inserts in Sunday news-
papers in thousands of cities, 
towns and rural areas in the sec-
ond phase of these 123 million 
inserts. Newspaper readers will 
have the opportunity to request 
a free subscription to Beyond 
Today magazine and one of 
our Bible study aids. In January 
2022, 35,000,000 ads featured 
The Book of Revelation Un-
veiled. In February 20,000,000 
advertisements offered Heaven 
and Hell: What Does Bible Re-
ally Teach? And in March, an 
additional 20,000,000 ads will 
offer people the study aid Seven 
Prophetic Signs Before Jesus Re-
turns. 

Your prayers are now re-
quested for excellent response 
to the March promotions. The 
February effort, currently un-
derway, is offering the study aid 
Heaven and Hell: What Does Bi-
ble Really Teach? And in March, 
the campaign finishes with our 
ad featuring Seven Prophetic 
Signs Before Jesus Returns. 

Finally, please pray that 
the gospel can be spread with 
greater power and that it can 
reach many more people with-
out constraint throughout the 
world!

Peter Eddington 
and John LaBissoniere

Media Update: Pray for the Gospel to Have Free Course Media Updates 13

New Home Office Media Hires

The United Church of God 
media department has recently 
hired Scott Buchanan as a video 
editor. Scott earned a degree in 
electronic media and broadcast-
ing from Northern Kentucky 
University in 2014 and looks 
forward to using his skills to 
serve the Church. He grew up 
in Maryland before moving to 
Ohio and then to Oregon. He 
and his wife, Lauren, along with 
their two young daughters, have 
now relocated to the Cincinnati, 
Ohio, area. Scott’s diverse back-
ground also includes teaching 
physical education, window 
cleaning, and working as a baris-
ta, news channel intern and river 
raft guide. His interests include 
writing, marine biology, photog-
raphy, cooking and storytelling. 
He also possesses critical media 
skills including podcasting and 

short video production experi-
ence.

Scott’s responsibilities in this 
new position will include creat-
ing and sending out the DVDs 
and CDs for the sermon disc 
program, recording and editing 
the Inside United podcast, and 
other various responsibilities re-
lating to video and audio editing 
within the media department. 

One bonus to the job, Scott 
said, was “working with a group 
of people I’ve known and grown 
up with. We are all very open 
and give good feedback and en-
couragement on projects.” He 
also looks forward to working 
on any upcoming Jelly videos, 
growing his skill set and help-
ing to create engaging content 
for younger Church members to 
make them feel appreciated and 
wanted. UN

Scott Buchanan Sarah Howard
Sarah Howard was hired 

by the United Church of God 
as manager for the Mail Pro-
cessing Center. Sarah grew up 
in Peebles, Ohio, and attended 
Morehead State University in 
Morehead, Kentucky. Her un-
dergraduate work was done in 
the natural sciences before earn-
ing a master’s degree in safety 
management. She considers 
herself a Jack-of-all-trades, with 
varied interests and diversified 
skills. As a detail-oriented and 
well-organized person, Sarah 
has experience working in an 
office and looks forward to con-
tinuing to develop the skills this 
job will require.

Sarah, her husband, Scott, 
and their children spent a year 
in Waco, Texas, where Scott 
worked for SpaceX. They have 
now relocated to Ohio so Sar-

ah can begin her new role at the 
home office.

In this new role as the mail 
processing manager for UCG, 
Sarah will supervise incoming 
and outgoing mail processing 
for domestic and international 
areas, coordinate the shipping 
and receiving of mail, supplies 
and literature, USPS, UPS, DHL 
and FedEx shipments, and co-
ordinate and administer distri-
bution and maintenance of files 
and records of DVDs and CDs. 
She looks forward to working 
with fellow Church members 
and is excited to be a part of 
the process by which literature 
is sent to members, subscribers 
and potential members.

The home office staff looks 
forward to working with Scott 
and Sarah as they transition into 
these new roles. UN

Scott Buchanan

Sarah Howard



International United Youth Camp Reports14

South Africa—It started at the 
Feast. An unscheduled discus-
sion with about 20 young peo-
ple that went on for more than 
two hours. And we realized with 
overwhelming urgency that we 
needed to be doing more for our 
young people. So, we undertook 
to put together a youth camp, the 
first of its kind for UCG South 
Africa since 2017, with the spe-
cific intention of it being the start 
of something much bigger for 
our young people.

Time was short, but God 
can accomplish a tremendous 
amount when He has willing 
hearts and minds to work with. 
There was no doubt He was 
blessing our efforts—the favor 
we found, the things that fell 
into place, the people who be-
came available to serve (most 
unexpectedly a young American 
woman visiting South Africa to 
gain work experience, who was 
able to serve as a counselor). We 
found an ideal venue barely an 
hour’s drive from the Cape Town 
airport, in the beautiful apple 
growing area of Elgin.

Despite being pressed for 
time, resources and manpower, 
the support, appreciation and 
enthusiasm from members was a 
great encouragement. We ended 
up holding camp from Dec. 26-
Jan. 2, with 20 youngsters rang-
ing from nine to 18 (six boys and 
14 girls) and 12 staff, including 
two counselors. Steve Nutzman, 
U.S. director for the UYC teen 
program, was very helpful in 
providing extremely valuable in-
formation which we were able to 
use as a foundation, albeit for a 
much smaller camp. 

We were also extremely for-

tunate to receive financial assis-
tance from the United Church of 
God’s Good Works Program.

The camp we were hosted 
by offered activities that chal-
lenged campers both physically 
and mentally, each with lessons 
that dovetailed beautifully with 
our theme of “Being Anchored 
to God.”

Every day included a hymn 
sing-along before breakfast; a 
daily morning Compass Check 
class discussing our camp theme 
and an opportunity to reinforce 
daily lessons learned; Christian 
Living classes covering top-
ics such as the words we use, 
self-worth and self-esteem and 
the value of a good name; and 
numerous team activities, in-
cluding racing through various 
obstacle courses; teams of three 
navigating suspended cables, 
logs and hanging tires; building 
rafts; following 200 meters of 
rope alone through the forest in 
total darkness; searching for the 
Fruits of the Spirit on a night 
hike; a treasure hunt; and a craft 
session making sun catchers us-
ing old CDs. And finally at the 
end of each day we enjoyed “Milo 
Time,” an opportunity to sit 
around and go over the events of 
the day over a mug of hot choco-
late and some cookies.

We also arranged to have 
a camp improvement activity, 
instilling the lesson of always 
making things better when and 
wherever you can. Two teams 
headed off in different directions 
picking up litter along the vari-
ous trails around the camp.

On the Sabbath we enjoyed a 
Bible quiz and Sabbath services, 
with the sermon given by our 

regional pastor and a leisurely 
walk enjoying God’s beautiful 
creation.

The camp property’s facil-
itators really appreciated our 
youngster’s attitudes and enthu-
siasm, and purposefully came 
back after their last day for a 
second thank you and good-
bye. They really saw something 
unique in our group!

As successful and enjoy-
able as our South African camp 
was, it was not unaffected by 
COVID-19. One of our young-
sters tested positive and was iso-
lated together with three others 
who subsequently started show-
ing symptoms. We were fortu-
nate that we had the space to iso-
late them and a nurse to keep an 
eye on them.

With COVID-19 stats and 
government protocols being 
what they were, everyone being 
in the habit of wearing masks 
and social distancing in public, 
and also having the privilege of 
lots of space, sunshine and fresh 
air, we believed the benefits of a 
less restricted camp outweighed 
the risks of a much less severe 
wave of infection.

And by God’s mercy, despite 
the infections, camp was able 
to continue. For the most part, 
symptoms were mild enough 
for our “quaranteam” to stay in-
volved from a safe distance. And 
by the end of camp, everyone 
was well enough to travel home.

God truly blessed our camp, 
and we’re very excited about 
building on it for the future, 
perhaps even with international 
visitors. Feel free to contact us if 
you’re interested!

Vivien Botha

Malawi—Campers and staff 
met for seven days from Dec. 26, 
2021, to Jan. 2, 2022, at Camp 
Nkhwazi. This was the second 
time this type of gathering was 
held at the site. Although it is 
currently undergoing further 
development, the site hosted a 
total of 60 people—eight coun-
selors, four senior staff, nine ju-
nior staff and 39 campers.

The campfire was set ablaze 
on Dec. 26, 2021, at 7 p.m. with 
all of the people present. It was 
an exciting event where the 
campers and staff were given 
identifications and rules, then 
divided into four groups based 
on the tribes of Israel: Reuben, 
Judah, Benjamin and Joseph.

The daily activities started 
at 4:50 a.m. with aerobics. The 
counselors provided Compass 
Check classes every day, which 
were based on the theme, “Find 
Your Anchor.”

The campers participated in 
a range of indoor and outdoor 
activities to challenge them 
physically and mentally. Activ-
ities included soccer (football), 
netball, volleyball, treasure 
hunt, painting lessons, hoop-
la, bottle fishing, spoons, blind 
walk, tug of peace, Bible quizzes 
and the exciting Bible lessons. 
The Bible lesson activity was 

focused on “Defending Your 
Faith,” where the group had to 
share ideas on why we don’t cel-
ebrate Christmas, why we judge 
between clean and unclean 
meats and why Easter is not 
biblical. The campers showed 
the group their experience with 
these beliefs in reference to Be-
yond Today booklets.

In addition to these activi-
ties, the campers had plenty of 
time to improve their relation-
ships and make new friends at 
the camp. The hostel setting was 
divided into female campers, 
male campers and staff booths. 
Being a developing site, reeds/
grass and plastic rooms were 
used as well as camping tents. 
Being the rainy season, we all 
braved the rains and thun-
derstorms in these temporary 
homes.

We appreciate the financial 
help that we received from the 
Good Works Program, which is 
coordinated by Lena VanAus-
dle. Donations to the Good 
Works Program come from 
UCG brethren from around the 
world. It would be difficult to be 
accommodated for the week at 
such a site without this financial 
help. May God continue bless-
ing the hand that gives.

Cephas J. Chapamba

UYC Program Held in South Africa60 Gather for UYC in Malawi

Philippines—Held on the last 
week of December, the first-ev-
er young adults’ campout at Jive 
Highland Resort in Marilog, 
Davao City, was a truly mem-
orable experience for everyone 
involved.

Jive Highland Resort was the 
perfect venue for such a rare op-

portunity. It was an out-of-the-
way mountain resort nestled 
at an altitude of 1,184 meters 
above sea level—and it was cold. 
Wind-driven fog would roll by 
even in the afternoon, and tall 
pine trees with evergreen, nee-
dle-like leaves thrived on the 
property. 

But we persevered. Our fel-
lowship warmed us throughout 
the arrivals, into dinner, intro-
ductions, and all the way to our 
first night and the short tour we 
took on the first day.

One of the most enjoyable 
things about the young adults’ 
campout was the lack of a strict 
schedule. We still had to be on 
time for some activities, but 
between these events, we had 
plenty of time to spend on other 
things, which we spent rekin-
dling our friendships.

On the second day, we went 
on a hike. That sounds simple, 

but the actual activity was any-
thing but. It was a long, gruel-
ing, and often dangerous trail, 
with plenty of opportunities for 
injury. Yet, expecting a leisurely 
walk, most of us went terribly 
unprepared. Perhaps our state 
can be summarized by a simple 
fact: some of us wore flip-flops 
and had to go on the rest of the 
hour-and-a-half hike barefooted.

Nevertheless, we were not 
worried. The blessing of secu-
rity and fruitfulness before we 
departed assured us, and we 
laughed and helped each other 
in good nature. No one com-
plained through the most dif-
ficult challenges—even when 
one of us sustained a minor in-

jury—and everyone enjoyed the 
fruits of our hardship when we 
arrived at our destination: two 
enormous waterfalls and a cave.

Like the path we traversed 
in the mountains, our spiritu-
al paths are often narrow and 
difficult to walk. But we pursue 
that path despite the hardships, 
knowing that it leads to a beauti-
ful place hidden within a wilder-
ness of uncertainty.

Yet, even without the beauti-
ful destination, the journey itself 
was a treasure. Modern society 
is hyper-focused on results, and 
we easily forget that trials them-
selves can be gifts from God.

However, all good things 
come to an end, as they say. Jour-

ney, destination and everything 
in between; all these things will 
remain in our memory, both as 
lived experiences and lessons 
that we will carry. 

We are reassured, though, 
of the friendships we quickly 
formed and the easy camarade-
rie that we shared over just three 
days—so far from the awkward-
ness of when we were teens, 
when it took us days to rekindle 
the fire of our friendships. In 
this life, things are beautiful and 
meaningful because they can 
end, and just as suddenly begin 
again. We hope to have a similar 
experience next year!

James A. Presbitero, Jr. &  
Aloever G. Dulay

Young Adults’ Campout Held 
in Davao City, Philippines

Young adults strengthened bonds 
during a waterfall hike.
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Number of print ads for Beyond Today includ-
ed in Sunday newspapers across the U.S. in 

October 2021 and January-March 2022.

123 million
BY THE NUMBERS

Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Milford, Ohio, and at 

additional mailing offices

March 13-19 Are You Saved?
Steve Myers | Transforming Your Life: The Process of 
Conversion

Education to Help Steward Your God-Given Resources Wisely

Financial Stewardship Educational resources for faithful money management

Are you a good steward of what God 
has given you?

Everyone is given resources by God. 
The purpose of this column is to help and 
encourage you to be responsible with 
yours—specifically, financial resources. 
God blesses us and wants us to be fruitful 
stewards of what He has provided.  

In this newly renamed and redesigned 
regular column, we will cover topics to 
help you understand more about person-
al budgeting, saving for short- and long-
term goals, planning for young families 
and being efficient with money. We’ll also 
explore the topics of death, inheritance 
and giving.

In the parable of the talents, Jesus ex-
plained that the master tells the faithful 
servant: “‘You were faithful over a few 
things, I will make you ruler over many 
things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ 
Then he who had received the one talent 
came and the master rebuked him, call-
ing him a wicked and lazy servant” (Mat-
thew 25:14-30).

In this parable—which Jesus says 
reveals something about how the King-
dom of God operates—when the master 
distributes something of value for safe-
keeping, he expects his servants to not 
just maintain, but increase the value of 
what was entrusted to them (that is, ex-

ercise faithful stewardship). God gives us 
resources—financial, yes, but also abili-
ties, personal qualities, talents and other 
gifts—and expects us to increase their 
worth through practice and use.

An important key to faithful steward-
ship is vigilance or watchfulness. An at-
tentive steward is to be observant, ready 
to act and dutiful with time and posses-
sions. A vigilant steward will use careful 
observation and thought to survey a sit-

uation in order to take the correct action. 
Being a faithful steward also includes 

understanding what tools are available to 
leverage our resources and make them 
grow. At the beginning of a person’s jour-
ney are the basics of managing income 
and expenses, and how to tithe. Next, we 

start to learn how to save for long- and 
short-term goals, keep the Holy Days 
and make special offerings. As our fami-
lies grow, we begin managing the risk of 
losing property or income with insur-
ance. In this process of stewardship, we 
will also begin making wills and other 
legal arrangements for the care of our 
families when we are gone or unable. 

“A good man leaves an inheritance to his 
children’s children” (Proverbs 13:22, ESV).

As the good steward matures in age, 
they can see the fruits of their wise man-
agement of the gifts God gave them. At 
this stage of life, many are moved in the 
heart with thankfulness to God, and 
make more detailed plans for leaving 
gifts to others, such as their children or 
other heirs.

“The earth is the Lord’s and the full-
ness thereof, the world and those who 
dwell therein” (Psalm 24:1, ESV).

The Bible teaches that all resources 
actually come from and belong to God. 
We are simply temporary inheritors of 
the blessings He provides. It does take 
time, training and self-control to learn 
skills of wise stewardship. 

This column will continue to pro-
vide information and education for the 
different stages of financial stewardship, 
and hopefully help you understand the 
topics better. 

If you have questions please contact 
our Planned Giving Coordinator, 
Howard Marchbanks, CFP at (513) 570-
2343 or email him at plannedgiving@
ucg.org. UN

“It is I who by my great power and my outstretched arm 
have made the earth, with the men and animals that are on 
the earth, and I give it to whomever it seems right to me” 
(Jeremiah 27:5, English Standard Version).

Contact United News
Email: UN@ucg.org
Mail: United News 
United Church of God 
P.O. Box 541027 
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027
Phone: +1 (513) 576-9796

March 6-12 Thyatira: Seek First the Kingdom of God
Darris McNeely | The Gospel of the Kingdom

March 20-26 Counterfeit Christianity
Steve Myers | The Church Jesus Built

March 27-
April 2

Why Is God So Unfair?
Gary Petty | What Does the Bible Teach About Grace?

April 3-9 Headline Prophets
Gary Petty | You Can Understand Bible Prophecy

April 10-16 Easter, Idols and God
Darris McNeely | Holidays or Holy Days: Does It Matter 
Which Days We Observe?

April 17-23 How Do You Know God Exists?
Darris McNeely | Does God Exist?

April 24-30 Why Were You Born?
Steve Myers | Why Were You Born?

By Howard Marchbanks

https://www.ucg.org/beyond-today
https://www.ucg.org/planned-giving

