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The Book of Revelation

Bible Study #21

Revision
• We studied the seven letters which are applicable to the seven eras of God’s Church age. 
• They are also applicable to the seven basic attitudes which can be present today in any of 

us individually. 
• The seals were opened.
• We studied the events to watch before the Great Tribulation.
• We studied the significance of the Abomination of Desolation. 
• We saw that a portion of the Church will be protected before the Great Tribulation. 
• We saw that the Great tribulation will run for 3½ years basically in parallel with the Two 

Witnesses.
• God will cause heavenly signs to occur 2½ from the beginning of the Tribulation, signaling 

the sign of the beginning of the Lord’s day for one year. That is the Lord’s day, the Day of 
His wrath, the 7th seal. 

• The 7th seal consists of 7 trumpets, symbolized by the Day of Trumpets, and Christ comes 
on the last (the 7th) trumpet. 

• However, before God allows the first four Trumpets to blow, God will seal those who 
repented during the Great Tribulation.

Rev. 12  – War: Satan vs the Church

• The 12th chapter is an inserted chapter which gives a rapid 
overview of what Satan has done to attack God’s people, more 
specifically God’s Church, and with particular emphasis on the 
end time. 

• It is important to understand that Satan lead a rebellion against 
God when he possibly “understood” God’s great plan for 
humanity – and that well before mankind’s creation.  
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The Earth’s Creation

• Gen 1:1 – “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
• God created the heavens and the earth, and everything was stunningly 

beautiful!
• Job 38:4-6 – “Where were you when I laid the foundations of the 

earth? Tell Me, if you have understanding . . .
• Job 38:7 – “. . . When the morning stars sang together, And all the sons 

of God shouted for joy?”
• The angelic beings were present when God created the earth
• Therefore, God created the angels first. 

The Earth’s Creation

• Jesus Christ (the Word) was the God Being that created the angels and 
the universe under the delegated authority of God the Father. 
John 1:1-3; Col. 1:16-18; Heb 1:2, 8-9.

• In fact, before all creating acts, God pre-planned, designed and 
architected the whole creation.

• Rev 13:8 – “... the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”
• 1 Pet 1:18-20 – “... you were not redeemed with corruptible things, ... 

but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb ... He indeed was 
foreordained before the foundation of the world, ...”

• 2 Tim 1:9 – “... according to His own purpose and grace which was 
given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, ...”

• Why?

Satan’s Rebellion
• Ezek 28:12-17 
• V12 – Created as a “seal of perfection, Full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.”
• V14 – “You were the anointed cherub who covers;” (Ex 25:20).
• Two cherubim covered the mercy seat – symbolic of God’s throne of mercy.
• V15 – “You were perfect in your ways from the day you were created, ...”
• But he was not a “robot”. He, like mankind and all kinds of beings above 

men, like angels, had (and have) free moral agency. 
• V16 – “By the abundance of your trading... filled with violence within, And 

you sinned;”
• He “sold” his competitive ideas and convinced a third of the angels
• He, Satan, became an Accuser and Adversary of God (and by extension an 

Accuser and Adversary of everything and everyone that is on God’s side).
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Satan’s Rebellion
• Ezek 28:12-17 
• V17 – “Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; You corrupted your 

wisdom for the sake of your splendor; I cast you to the ground,” (with those 
angels, now demons).

• He was cast to the ground twice (duality: past and future). Once happened 
already and during the second time (still future, but soon to occur) he will 
actually be expelled, as we will see in Rev 12. 

• Ezek 28:18 is still future.
• Isaiah 14:12-15 – “O Day Star” (Heb 01966 – heylel = shining one, morning 

star; Lucifer in Latin Vulgate) “fallen” from heaven!
• Note that the Bible says it was the fall of Satan – not of Adam and Eve! 

A war due to Satan’s rebellion

• The result of this war is that the earth – which had been created as 
beautiful jewel, and wherein this angelic being of great authority (the 
morning star or Lucifer) had been placed as the authority to rule -
became utter chaos and confusion (tohu and bohu).

• Isaiah 45:18 – “the LORD, Who created the heavens, Who is God, Who 
formed the earth and made it, Who has established it, Who did not 
create it in vain [Heb 08414 – tohu], Who formed it to be inhabited: ‘I 
am the LORD, and there is no other.’” 

• God make everything decently and in order (1 Cor 14:40)  
• Gen 1:2 – “The earth was [became] without form [Heb 08414 – tohu], 

and void [Heb 0922 – bohu – an indistinguishable ruin]; and darkness 
was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over 
the face of the waters.

God restores the earth

• God's plan required that the earth should be used as a cradle for humanity 
and that the angel of great authority (the morning star) be a light to help 
this humanity grow in the character of God.

• As the earth was now defined as chaos and ruin, God had to restore the 
earth to its former state of beauty.

• Gen 1:2B-31
• The fact that there is already evening and morning since the first day of the 

re-creation of the Earth, it re-confirms that the Earth was already rotating 
around its axis and that the sun already existed, but (the sun and the stars) 
were not yet visible from an earthly perspective, because of the pollution 
existing at that time.

• God then proceeded with His Plan to create mankind in His image and 
likeness (Gen 1:26-27).
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Back to Rev 12

• Rev 12:1 – “Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed 
with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on her head a garland 
of twelve stars.”

• ‘woman’ – Double meaning: 
In the Old Testament represents the Israelites; 
In the New Testament represents God’s Church (the true Israel above).

• The story begins with the Old Testament events and then progresses to 
the New Testament events.

• Gen 37:9-10 – Old Testament symbolism.
• Rev 12:2 – This nation went through various hardships starting with the 

pilgrimage of the patriarchs, going through slavery in Egypt, to finally 
becoming an independent nation.

Rev 12 – Satan is introduced
• Rev 12:3 – “And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, a great, fiery red 

dragon having seven heads and ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads.”
• Satan's reign is through the beast (Dan 2, 7, and Rev 13, 17)
• Rev 12:4A – “His tail drew a third of the stars of heaven and threw them to 

the earth. . .”
• Luke 10:18 – “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.” 
• ... But not yet expelled (cast out) of heaven.
• Satan convinced a third of the angels (now demons) to follow him. 
• That was when the Earth turned to chaos and ruin (tohu and bohu).
• Rev 12:4B – “And the dragon stood before the woman who was ready to give 

birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was born.”
• Now the story advances to Jesus Christ’s birth.

Rev 12 – Christ’s birth and the Church 

• Rev 12:5 – “She [Israel – Old Testament] bore a male Child who was to 
rule all nations with a rod of iron. And her Child [Jesus Christ] was 
caught up to God and His throne (Mat 2:16; Is 9:6-7; Rev 19:11-15).

• Rev 12:6 – “Then the woman [Church of God – New Testament] fled 
into the wilderness, where she has a place prepared by God, that they 
should feed her there one thousand two hundred and sixty days.”

• God’s Church had to flee for 1260 years during the Middle Ages – from 
about A.D. 325 (Council of Nicaea) until the mid-16th century when the 
grip of the Catholic Church began to reduce.

• Corelates to the Thyatira era.
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Rev 12 – Satan is expelled from Heaven
• Rev 12:7-8 – “And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels 

fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his angels fought, but they 
did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer.”

• Dan 12:1 – “At that time Michael shall stand up, The great prince who 
stands watch over the sons of your people; And there shall be a time of 
trouble, Such as never was since there was a nation, Even to that time. 
And at that time your people shall be delivered, Every one who is found 
written in the book.” 

• Rev 12:9 – “So the great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called 
the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world; he was cast to the 
earth, and his angels were cast out with him.”

Rev 12 – Satan has great wrath!
• Rev 12:10 – “Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, ‘Now 

salvation, and strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of 
His Christ have come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused 
them before our God day and night, has been cast down.’

• V11 – “And they overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the 
word of their testimony, and they did not love their lives to the death.

• V12 – “Therefore rejoice, O heavens, and you who dwell in them! Woe 
to the inhabitants of the earth and the sea! For the devil has come 
down to you, having great wrath, because he knows that he has a 
short time.”

• The time of Satan’s wrath.
• The time of the Great Tribulation.
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Rev 12 – Final Church’s persecution!
• Rev 12:13 – “Now when the dragon saw that he had been cast to the earth, 

he persecuted the woman [now, the true spiritual Israel, God’s Church] who 
gave birth to the male Child.”

• V14 – “But the woman [a portion God’s end-time Church – Philadelphians] 
was given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness 
to her place, where she is nourished for a time and times and half a time, 
from the presence of the serpent.”

• V15 – “So the serpent spewed water out of his mouth like a flood [an army?] 
after the woman, that he might cause her to be carried away by the flood.”

• V16 – “But the earth helped the woman, and the earth opened its mouth 
and swallowed up the flood which the dragon had spewed out of his 
mouth.”

• V17 – “And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make 
war with the rest of her offspring [the rest of God’s people – Laodiceans], 
who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus 
Christ.


