
Joshua 18-21
Bible Study



Review

Chapter 13—God’s command to distribute the land
▪ Land to be distributed that had yet been occupied

▪ Review of land distributed East of Jordan by Reuben, Gad and ½ Manasseh

Chapter 14—Begins distribution of the land west of the Jordan River
▪ Eleazar the priest, Joshua and the heads of the tribes oversee the distribution (by lot)
▪ Caleb of the tribe of Judah claimed his inheritance first (his faithfulness rewarded)

▪ Caleb claims the area of Hebron

Chapter 15—The inheritance of Judah 
▪ Judah receives the first lot (scepter/kingship from Judah; Gen. 49:10)

▪ Judah’s boundary lines and list of its cities given

Chapter 16-17—The inheritance of Joseph
▪ Ephraim’s inheritance described in chapter 16

▪ ½ Manasseh’s inheritance described in chapter 17 (west of Jordan)



1 Now the whole congregation of the children of Israel assembled together at Shiloh, and set up the tabernacle of meeting there. 
And the land was subdued before them. 

2 But there remained among the children of Israel seven tribes which had not yet received their inheritance.

3 Then Joshua said to the children of Israel: "How long will you neglect to go and possess the land which the LORD God of your 
fathers has given you? 

Chapter 18
Land distribution continues at Shiloh
Shiloh= ‘tranquility or rest’ (Companion)

The whole congregation moved from Gilgal to Shiloh about 20 miles to the northwest, in the center of the land
➢ The tabernacle was set up there in the new territory of Ephraim 

v. 3 Seven tribes had not received their inheritance and Joshua sensed their weariness from war and constant 
traveling, so he prodded them to continue with inheritance procedures

(Expositors) “The transfer of the ark from Gilgal to Shiloh was symbolic of the completion of the conquest because 
Gilgal was on the edge of the promised land but Shiloh was in the center”



Tabernacle moved from Gilgal to Shiloh

Gilgal

Shiloh



4 Pick out from among you three men for each tribe, and I will send them; they shall rise and go through the land, survey it 
according to their inheritance, and come back to me. 

5 And they shall divide it into seven parts. Judah shall remain in their territory on the south, and the house of Joseph shall remain 
in their territory on the north. 

6 You shall therefore survey the land in seven parts and bring the survey here to me, that I may cast lots for you here before the 
LORD our God. 

7 But the Levites have no part among you, for the priesthood of the LORD is their inheritance. And Gad, Reuben, and half the 
tribe of Manasseh have received their inheritance beyond the Jordan on the east, which Moses the servant of the LORD gave 

them." 

Three men from each of the seven unassigned tribes were to survey the land bring back a report to Joshua so that the 
seven remaining tribes could receive their inheritance by means of lots cast by Joshua

v. 4-7 Joshua’s appointment of a survey commission

v. 6 “survey the land” 
“survey” [KJV] “describe”= ‘map out’ (Companion)

“the survey” [KJV] “the description”= ‘the maps or surveys’ (Companion)



8 Then the men arose to go away; and Joshua charged those who went to survey the land, saying, "Go, walk through the land, 
survey it, and come back to me, that I may cast lots for you here before the LORD in Shiloh." 

9 So the men went, passed through the land, and wrote the survey in a book in seven parts by cities; and they came to Joshua at
the camp in Shiloh. 

10 Then Joshua cast lots for them in Shiloh before the LORD, and there Joshua divided the land to the children of Israel according 
to their divisions. 

v. 8-9 Joshua charges the scouts

v. 9 “wrote the survey in a book” ‘on a scroll’ (NIV)—a topographical survey



11 Now the lot of the tribe of the children of Benjamin came up according to their families, and the territory of their lot came out 
between the children of Judah and the children of Joseph. 

12 Their border on the north side began at the Jordan, and the border went up to the side of Jericho on the north, and went up 
through the mountains westward; it ended at the Wilderness of Beth Aven. 

13 The border went over from there toward Luz, to the side of Luz (which is Bethel) southward; and the border descended to 
Ataroth Addar, near the hill that lies on the south side of Lower Beth Horon. 

14 Then the border extended around the west side to the south, from the hill that lies before Beth Horon southward; and it 
ended at Kirjath Baal (which is Kirjath Jearim), a city of the children of Judah. This was the west side. 

15 The south side began at the end of Kirjath Jearim, and the border extended on the west and went out to the spring of the 
waters of Nephtoah. 

16 Then the border came down to the end of the mountain that lies before the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, which is in the Valley 
of the Rephaim on the north, descended to the Valley of Hinnom, to the side of the Jebusite city on the south, and descended to 

En Rogel. 

v. 11-28 The territory of Benjamin

The territory of Benjamin was small, extending only 25 miles from east to west and 15 miles at its widest point from north 
to south...but included many cities that were important throughout biblical history



17 And it went around from the north, went out to En Shemesh, and extended toward Geliloth, which is before the Ascent of 
Adummim, and descended to the stone of Bohan the son of Reuben. 

18 Then it passed along toward the north side of Arabah, and went down to Arabah. 
19 And the border passed along to the north side of Beth Hoglah; then the border ended at the north bay at the Salt Sea, at the 

south end of the Jordan. This was the southern boundary. 
20 The Jordan was its border on the east side. This was the inheritance of the children of Benjamin, according to its boundaries 

all around, according to their families. 

21 Now the cities of the tribe of the children of Benjamin, according to their families, were Jericho, Beth Hoglah, Emek Keziz, 
22 Beth Arabah, Zemaraim, Bethel, 

23 Avim, Parah, Ophrah, 
24 Chephar Haammoni, Ophni, and Gaba: twelve cities with their villages; 

25 Gibeon, Ramah, Beeroth, 
26 Mizpah, Chephirah, Mozah, 

27 Rekem, Irpeel, Taralah, 
28 Zelah, Eleph, Jebus (which is Jerusalem), Gibeath, and Kirjath: fourteen cities with their villages. This was the inheritance of 

the children of Benjamin according to their families. 

v. 28 Jebus (which is Jerusalem)—the future site of the temple in Jerusalem would be located in the territory of Benjamin

v. 17-28 Description of Benjamin’s territory continued



The territory of Benjamin
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1 The second lot came out for Simeon, for the tribe of the children of Simeon according to their families. And their inheritance 
was within the inheritance of the children of Judah. 

2 They had in their inheritance Beersheba (Sheba), Moladah, 
3 Hazar Shual, Balah, Ezem, 
4 Eltolad, Bethul, Hormah, 

5 Ziklag, Beth Marcaboth, Hazar Susah, 
6 Beth Lebaoth, and Sharuhen: thirteen cities and their villages; 

7 Ain, Rimmon, Ether, and Ashan: four cities and their villages; 
8 and all the villages that were all around these cities as far as Baalath Beer, Ramah of the South. This was the inheritance of the 

tribe of the children of Simeon according to their families. 

9 The inheritance of the children of Simeon was included in the share of the children of Judah, for the share of the children of 
Judah was too much for them. Therefore the children of Simeon had their inheritance within the inheritance of that people. 

Chapter 19

Simeon’s inheritance was in the southern section of Judah’s territory



Territory of Simeon

It was not long before Simeon lost their individuality as a 
tribe and were incorporated into Judah.

Many of the tribe of Simeon migrated to the north to 
Ephraim and Manasseh (II Chron. 15: 9; 34:6)
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10 The third lot came out for the children of Zebulun according to their families, and the border of their inheritance was as far as 
Sarid. 
11 Their border went toward the west and to Maralah, went to Dabbasheth, and extended along the brook that is east of 
Jokneam. 
12 Then from Sarid it went eastward toward the sunrise along the border of Chisloth Tabor, and went out toward Daberath, 
bypassing Japhia. 
13 And from there it passed along on the east of Gath Hepher, toward Eth Kazin, and extended to Rimmon, which borders on 
Neah. 
14 Then the border went around it on the north side of Hannathon, and it ended in the Valley of Jiphthah El. 
15 Included were Kattath, Nahallal, Shimron, Idalah, and Bethlehem: twelve cities with their villages. 
16 This was the inheritance of the children of Zebulun according to their families, these cities with their villages. 

17 The fourth lot came out to Issachar, for the children of Issachar according to their families. 
18 And their territory went to Jezreel, and included Chesulloth, Shunem, 
19 Haphraim, Shion, Anaharath, 
20 Rabbith, Kishion, Abez, 
21 Remeth, En Gannim, En Haddah, and Beth Pazzez. 
22 And the border reached to Tabor, Shahazimah, and Beth Shemesh; their border ended at the Jordan: sixteen cities with their 
villages. 
23 This was the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Issachar according to their families, the cities and their villages. 

Lots to Zebulon and Issachar 



Zebulon

Issachar
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24 The fifth lot came out for the tribe of the children of Asher according to their families. 
25 And their territory included Helkath, Hali, Beten, Achshaph, 

26 Alammelech, Amad, and Mishal; it reached to Mount Carmel westward, along the Brook Shihor Libnath. 
27 It turned toward the sunrise to Beth Dagon; and it reached to Zebulun and to the Valley of Jiphthah El, then northward beyond 

Beth Emek and Neiel, bypassing Cabul which was on the left, 
28 including Ebron, Rehob, Hammon, and Kanah, as far as Greater Sidon. 

29 And the border turned to Ramah and to the fortified city of Tyre; then the border turned to Hosah, and ended at the sea by 
the region of Achzib. 

30 Also Ummah, Aphek, and Rehob were included: twenty-two cities with their villages. 
31 This was the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Asher according to their families, these cities with their villages.

32 The sixth lot came out to the children of Naphtali, for the children of Naphtali according to their families. 
33 And their border began at Heleph, enclosing the territory from the terebinth tree in Zaanannim, Adami Nekeb, and Jabneel, as 

far as Lakkum; it ended at the Jordan. 
34 From Heleph the border extended westward to Aznoth Tabor, and went out from there toward Hukkok; it adjoined Zebulun on 

the south side and Asher on the west side, and ended at Judah by the Jordan toward the sunrise. 
35 And the fortified cities are Ziddim, Zer, Hammath, Rakkath, Chinnereth, 

36 Adamah, Ramah, Hazor, 
37 Kedesh, Edrei, En Hazor, 

38 Iron, Migdal El, Horem, Beth Anath, and Beth Shemesh: nineteen cities with their villages. 
39 This was the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Naphtali according to their families, the cities and their villages. 

Lots to Asher and Naphtali



Asher and Naphtali

Naphtali’s territory
▪ Galilee located within it’s territory

▪ A huge part of Christ’s ministry took place here
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40 The seventh lot came out for the tribe of the children of Dan according 
to their families. 
41 And the territory of their inheritance was Zorah, Eshtaol, Ir Shemesh, 
42 Shaalabbin, Aijalon, Jethlah, 
43 Elon, Timnah, Ekron, 
44 Eltekeh, Gibbethon, Baalath, 
45 Jehud, Bene Berak, Gath Rimmon, 
46 Me Jarkon, and Rakkon, with the region near Joppa. 
47 And the border of the children of Dan went beyond these, because the 
children of Dan went up to fight against Leshem and took it; and they 
struck it with the edge of the sword, took possession of it, and dwelt in it. 
They called Leshem, Dan, after the name of Dan their father. 
48 This is the inheritance of the tribe of the children of Dan according to 
their families, these cities with their villages. 

Dan

Dan lost most of its territory to the 
Amorites and would eventually migrate 

to the north (BKC) 
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49 When they had made an end of dividing the land as an inheritance according to their borders, the children of Israel gave an 
inheritance among them to Joshua the son of Nun. 

50 According to the word of the LORD they gave him the city which he asked for, Timnath Serah in the mountains of Ephraim; and 
he built the city and dwelt in it. 

51 These were the inheritances which Eleazar the priest, Joshua the son of Nun, and the heads of the fathers of the tribes of the 
children of Israel divided as an inheritance by lot in Shiloh before the LORD, at the door of the tabernacle of meeting. So they 

made an end of dividing the country.

v. 51 Emphasizes that the inheritances were divided according to God’s will
▪ With Eleazar the priest presiding

▪ “in Shiloh before the LORD, at the door of the tabernacle of meeting”

The two spies who were faithful in their report on the land of Canaan, both were rewarded with their own inheritance:
▪ Caleb was rewarded at the beginning of the territorial allotments
▪ Joshua was rewarded at the end of the territorial allotments [v.49]

v. 50 Joshua’s inheritance was the city of Timnath Serah in the territory of Ephraim—about 16 miles SW of Shechem

Joshua receives his inheritance at the end of the land distribution—[humility as a leader]



Joshua’s inheritance
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1 The LORD also spoke to Joshua, saying, 
2 "Speak to the children of Israel, saying: 'Appoint for yourselves cities of refuge, of which I spoke to you through Moses, 

3 that the slayer who kills a person accidentally or unintentionally may flee there; and they shall be your refuge from the avenger 
of blood. 

4 And when he flees to one of those cities, and stands at the entrance of the gate of the city, and declares his case in the hearing 
of the elders of that city, they shall take him into the city as one of them, and give him a place, that he may dwell among them.

5 Then if the avenger of blood pursues him, they shall not deliver the slayer into his hand, because he struck his neighbor 
unintentionally, but did not hate him beforehand. 

6 And he shall dwell in that city until he stands before the congregation for judgment, and until the death of the one who is high 
priest in those days. Then the slayer may return and come to his own city and his own house, to the city from which he fled.' " 

Chapter 20 Chapters 20—21 cover a 2nd phase of the land distribution
▪ Ch. 20—cities of refuge (Numbers 34)

▪ Ch. 21—cities for the Levites

v. 4 Adds information previously not given—the unintentional killer stands at the city gates and states his case to the 
elders of the city, then the elders admit him to protect him from the avenger of blood



7 So they appointed Kedesh in Galilee, in the mountains of Naphtali, 
Shechem in the mountains of Ephraim, and Kirjath Arba (which is

Hebron) in the mountains of Judah. 

8 And on the other side of the Jordan, by Jericho eastward, they assigned 
Bezer in the wilderness on the plain, from the tribe of Reuben, Ramoth in 

Gilead, from the tribe of Gad, and Golan in Bashan, from the tribe of 
Manasseh. 

9 These were the cities appointed for all the children of Israel and for the 
stranger who dwelt among them, that whoever killed a person 

accidentally might flee there, and not die by the hand of the avenger of 
blood until he stood before the congregation. 

Cities of refuge
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1 Then the heads of the fathers' houses of
the Levites came near to Eleazar the priest, to Joshua the son of Nun, and to the heads of the fathers' houses of the tribes of the 

children of Israel. 
2 And they spoke to them at Shiloh in the land of Canaan, saying, "The LORD commanded through Moses to give us cities to 

dwell in, with their common-lands for our livestock." 
3 So the children of Israel gave to the Levites from their inheritance, at the commandment of the LORD, these cities and their 

common-lands: 
4 Now the lot came out for the families of the Kohathites. And the children of Aaron the priest, who were of the Levites, had 

thirteen cities by lot from the tribe of Judah, from the tribe of Simeon, and from the tribe of Benjamin. 
5 The rest of the children of Kohath had ten cities by lot from the families of the tribe of Ephraim, from the tribe of Dan, and 

from the half-tribe of Manasseh. 
6 And the children of Gershon had thirteen cities by lot from the families of the tribe of Issachar, from the tribe of Asher, from 

the tribe of Naphtali, and from the half-tribe of Manasseh in Bashan. 
7 The children of Merari according to their families had twelve cities from the tribe of Reuben, from the tribe of Gad, and from 

the tribe of Zebulun. 
8 And the children of Israel gave these cities with their common-lands by lot to the Levites, as the LORD had commanded by the 

hand of Moses. 

Chapter 21 Towns for the Levites

The town given to the Levites are scattered throughout the allotment—they are a gift for the Levite’s service to God...it 
fulfills the command of Numbers 35: 1-8



9 So they gave from the tribe of the children of Judah and from the tribe of the children of Simeon these cities which are 
designated by name, 
10 which were for the children of Aaron, one of the families of the Kohathites, who were of the children of Levi; for the lot was 
theirs first. 
11 And they gave them Kirjath Arba (Arba was the father of Anak), which is Hebron, in the mountains of Judah, with the 
common-land surrounding it. 
12 But the fields of the city and its villages they gave to Caleb the son of Jephunneh as his possession. 
13 Thus to the children of Aaron the priest they gave Hebron with its common-land (a city of refuge for the slayer), Libnah with its 
common-land, 
14 Jattir with its common-land, Eshtemoa with its common-land, 
15 Holon with its common-land, Debir with its common-land, 
16 Ain with its common-land, Juttah with its common-land, and Beth Shemesh with its common-land: nine cities from those two 
tribes; 
17 and from the tribe of Benjamin, Gibeon with its common-land, Geba with its common-land, 
18 Anathoth with its common-land, and Almon with its common-land: four cities. 

19 All the cities of the children of Aaron, the priests, were thirteen cities with their common-lands. 

The priests of Aaron’s line received the first lot of towns



20 And the families of the children of Kohath, the Levites, the rest of the children of Kohath, even they had the cities of their lot 
from the tribe of Ephraim. 

21 For they gave them Shechem with its common-land in the mountains of Ephraim (a city of refuge for the slayer), Gezer with its 
common-land, 

22 Kibzaim with its common-land, and Beth Horon with its common-land: four cities; 
23 and from the tribe of Dan, Eltekeh with its common-land, Gibbethon with its common-land, 

24 Aijalon with its common-land, and Gath Rimmon with its common-land: four cities; 
25 and from the half-tribe of Manasseh, Tanach with its common-land and Gath Rimmon with its common-land: two cities. 

26 All the ten cities with their common-lands were for the rest of the families of the children of Kohath. 

27 Also to the children of Gershon, of the families of the Levites, from the other half-tribe of Manasseh, they gave Golan in 
Bashan with its common-land (a city of refuge for the slayer), and Be Eshterah with its common-land: two cities; 

28 and from the tribe of Issachar, Kishion with its common-land, Daberath with its common-land, 
29 Jarmuth with its common-land, and En Gannim with its common-land: four cities; 

30 and from the tribe of Asher, Mishal with its common-land, Abdon with its common-land, 
31 Helkath with its common-land, and Rehob with its common-land: four cities; 

32 and from the tribe of Naphtali, Kedesh in Galilee with its common-land (a city of refuge for the slayer), Hammoth Dor with its 
common-land, and Kartan with its common-land: three cities. 

33 All the cities of the Gershonites according to their families were thirteen cities with their common-lands. 

v. 20-40 Levites of Kohath, Gershon and Merari receive their cities (They transported the tabernacle and it parts)



34 And to the families of the children of Merari, the rest of the Levites, from the tribe of Zebulun, Jokneam with its common-
land, Kartah with its common-land, 

35 Dimnah with its common-land, and Nahalal with its common-land: four cities; 
36 and from the tribe of Reuben, Bezer with its common-land, Jahaz with its common-land, 

37 Kedemoth with its common-land, and Mephaath with its common-land: four cities; 
38 and from the tribe of Gad, Ramoth in Gilead with its common-land (a city of refuge for the slayer), Mahanaim with its 

common-land, 
39 Heshbon with its common-land, and Jazer with its common-land: four cities in all. 

40 So all the cities for the children of Merari according to their families, the rest of the families of the Levites, were by their lot 
twelve cities. 

41 All the cities of the Levites within the possession of the children of Israel were forty-eight cities with their common-lands. 
42 Every one of these cities had its common-land surrounding it; thus were all these cities. 

v.41 A summary—the cities of the Levites were 48 cities with their common lands



43 So the LORD gave to Israel all the land of which He had sworn to give to their fathers, and they took possession of it and dwelt 
in it. 

44 The LORD gave them rest all around, according to all that He had sworn to their fathers. And not a man of all their enemies 
stood against them; the LORD delivered all their enemies into their hand. 

45 Not a word failed of any good thing which the LORD had spoken to the house of Israel. All came to pass. 

v. 43-45  Recognition of the Lord’s faithfulness

The covenant given to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob has been fulfilled—the land had been given to Israel



Lessons

Joshua received his inheritance in the land as a reward for his faithfulness and service

Revelation 2: 10 [last part]
“Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life”

God’s covenant with the patriarchs was fulfilled—the promised land was given to their descendants

Hebrews 4: 9
“There remains a rest for the people of God”


