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Review

Chapter 18—Land distribution continues at Shiloh
▪ Tabernacle moved from Gilgal to Shiloh

▪ Joshua appointed a survey commission to report on the land to be distributed to the remaining seven tribes
▪ The tribe of Benjamin received their inheritance

Chapter 19—final land distribution with six of the tribes:
▪ Simeon; Zebulon; Issachar; Asher; Naphtali; Dan

▪ Joshua received his inheritance: city of Timnath Serah

Chapter 20—Cities of refuge established (Numbers 34)
▪ The unintentional killer stands at the city gate, states his case to the elders of the city, then the elders admit him to 

protect him from the avenger of blood

Chapter 21—cities of the Levites
▪ The Levites receive 48 cities with their common lands

▪ Recognition of the Lord’s faithfulness:
v. 45 “Not a word failed of any good thing with the LORD had spoken to the house of Israel. All came to pass.”



1 Then Joshua called the Reubenites, the Gadites, and half the tribe of Manasseh, 
2 and said to them: "You have kept all that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, and have obeyed my voice in all 

that I commanded you. 
3 You have not left your brethren these many days, up to this day, but have kept the charge of the commandment of the 

LORD your God. 
4 And now the LORD your God has given rest to your brethren, as He promised them; now therefore, return and go to your 

tents and to the land of your possession, which Moses the servant of the LORD gave you on the other side of the Jordan.

5 But take careful heed to do the commandment and the law which Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, to love the 
LORD your God, to walk in all His ways, to keep His commandments, to hold fast to Him, and to serve Him with all your heart and 
with all your soul." 
6 So Joshua blessed them and sent them away, and they went to their tents. 

Chapter 22

v. 5 “take careful heed to do the commandment and the law...to love the LORD your God, to walk in His ways...”
➢ Joshua repeats the admonishment of Moses given in the first eleven chapters of Deuteronomy

v. 6 “Joshua blessed them and sent them away”
Reuben, Gad and ½ Manasseh having been faithful to keep their promise to fight with the rest of Israel were allowed to 

return to their homes on the east side of Jordan

v. 1-6 Joshua’s speech to Reuben, Gad, ½ Manasseh



7 Now to half the tribe of Manasseh Moses had given a possession in Bashan, but to the other half of it Joshua gave a possession
among their brethren on this side of the Jordan, westward. And indeed, when Joshua sent them away to their tents, he blessed 

them, 
8 and spoke to them, saying, "Return with much riches to your tents, with very much livestock, with silver, with gold, with 

bronze, with iron, and with very much clothing. Divide the spoil of your enemies with your brethren." 

9 So the children of Reuben, the children of Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh returned, and departed from the children of 
Israel at Shiloh, which is in the land of Canaan, to go to the country of Gilead, to the land of their possession, which they had 

obtained according to the word of the LORD by the hand of Moses. 

(Tyndale) “Joshua’s blessing on these tribes and his gift of the booty, signifies his recognition that they are fully 
part of the covenant community of Israel. 

However, the note of the division of Manasseh, half east and half west of the Jordan, symbolizes the problem of 
potential disunity in Israel as a whole. It foreshadows the division that is to come.”

The tribes east of the Jordan return home

v. 9 “to go to the country of Gilead—on the east side of Jordan



East of Jordan
Reuben, Gad, ½ Manasseh’s inheritance

Jordan River
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10 And when they came to the region of the Jordan which is in the land of Canaan, the children of Reuben, the children of Gad, 
and half the tribe of Manasseh built an altar there by the Jordan--a great, impressive altar. 

11 Now the children of Israel heard someone say, "Behold, the children of Reuben, the children of Gad, and half the tribe of 
Manasseh have built an altar on the frontier of the land of Canaan, in the region of the Jordan--on the children of Israel's side.“

12 And when the children of Israel heard of it, the whole congregation of the children of Israel gathered together at Shiloh to go 
to war against them. 

13 Then the children of Israel sent Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest to the children of Reuben, to the children of Gad, and to 
half the tribe of Manasseh, into the land of Gilead, 

14 and with him ten rulers, one ruler each from the chief house of every tribe of Israel; and each one was the head of the house 
of his father among the divisions of Israel. 

The Transjordanians build an altar

The Transjordanians build an impressive altar on the west side of Jordan 

(Tyndale) “The phrase used to describe the altar (Heb. gadol lemareh) is similar to that used to describe the burning 
bush of Exodus 3:3. Thus it would arrest attention of passers by.”

v. 12 The tribes west of the Jordan prepare to go to war against their brothers and select a delegation from 
their tribes and headed up by a priest, Phineas to represent them 



15 Then they came to the children of Reuben, to the children of Gad, and to half the tribe of Manasseh, to the land of Gilead, and
they spoke with them, saying, 

16 "Thus says the whole congregation of the LORD: 'What treachery is this that you have committed against the God of Israel, to 
turn away this day from following the LORD, in that you have built for yourselves an altar, that you might rebel this day against 

the LORD? 
17 Is the iniquity of Peor not enough for us, from which we are not cleansed until this day, although there was a plague in the 

congregation of the LORD, 
18 but that you must turn away this day from following the LORD? And it shall be, if you rebel today against the LORD, that 

tomorrow He will be angry with the whole congregation of Israel. 

19 Nevertheless, if the land of your possession is unclean, then cross over to the land of the possession of the LORD, where the 
LORD'S tabernacle stands, and take possession among us; but do not rebel against the LORD, nor rebel against us, by building 

yourselves an altar besides the altar of the LORD our God. 
20 Did not Achan the son of Zerah commit a trespass in the accursed thing, and wrath fell on all the congregation of Israel? And 

that man did not perish alone in his iniquity.' " 

The western delegation lecture the eastern tribes

The western tribes fear that the Transjordanian tribes have made themselves an altar to sacrifice to other gods.
▪ They bring to their attention other mistakes made in the past: Baal Peor and the sin of Achan



21 Then the children of Reuben, the children of Gad, and half the tribe of Manasseh answered and said to the heads of the 
divisions of Israel: 

22 "The LORD God of gods, the LORD God of gods, He knows, and let Israel itself know--if it is in rebellion, or if in treachery 
against the LORD, do not save us this day. 

23 If we have built ourselves an altar to turn from following the LORD, or if to offer on it burnt offerings or grain offerings, or if to 
offer peace offerings on it, let the LORD Himself require an account.

24 But in fact we have done it for fear, for a reason, saying, 'In time to come your descendants may speak to our descendants, 
saying, "What have you to do with the LORD God of Israel? 

25 For the LORD has made the Jordan a border between you and us, you children of Reuben and children of Gad. You have no 
part in the LORD." So your descendants would make our descendants cease fearing the LORD.' 

The Transjordanian tribes explain what they have done

v. 22 “LORD God of gods” (Heb. El Elohim Jehovah)
(Tyndale) “Can be translated by the superlative “The LORD is the greatest God”. With the strongest of oaths, they 

confirm that they have no intention to worship any other deity at the altar.”

v. 23 They confirm that they do not intend to sacrifice on the altar, but that they built it so that they would not 
forget to worship God



26 Therefore we said, 'Let us now prepare to build ourselves an altar, not for burnt offering nor for sacrifice, 
27 but that it may be a witness between you and us and our generations after us, that we may perform the service of the LORD
before Him with our burnt offerings, with our sacrifices, and with our peace offerings; that your descendants may not say to our

descendants in time to come, "You have no part in the LORD." ' 

28 Therefore we said that it will be, when they say this to us or to our generations in time to come, that we may say, 'Here is the 
replica of the altar of the LORD which our fathers made, though not for burnt offerings nor for sacrifices; but it is a witness 

between you and us.' 
29 Far be it from us that we should rebel against the LORD, and turn from following the LORD this day, to build an altar for burnt 

offerings, for grain offerings, or for sacrifices, besides the altar of the LORD our God which is before His tabernacle." 

v. 26 “witness”= testimony
(Tyndale) “The witness is the same word for human witnesses in a law court (Deut. 5:1; 17:15) and for a memorial 

erected at a boundary between two parties (Gen. 31: 48-52).”



30 Now when Phinehas the priest and the rulers of the congregation, the heads of the divisions of Israel who were with him, 
heard the words that the children of Reuben, the children of Gad, and the children of Manasseh spoke, it pleased them. 

31 Then Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest said to the children of Reuben, the children of Gad, and the children of Manasseh, 
"This day we perceive that the LORD is among us, because you have not committed this treachery against the LORD. Now you 
have delivered the children of Israel out of the hand of the LORD.“

32 And Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, and the rulers, returned from the children of Reuben and the children of Gad, from 
the land of Gilead to the land of Canaan, to the children of Israel, and brought back word to them. 
33 So the thing pleased the children of Israel, and the children of Israel blessed God; they spoke no more of going against them in 
battle, to destroy the land where the children of Reuben and Gad dwelt. 

34 The children of Reuben and the children of Gad called the altar, Witness, "For it is a witness between us that the LORD is God." 

The western delegation accepts their explanation

v. 34 A name is given to the altar ‘Witness’ which is a testimony of their faith in God 

v. 31 Phineas exonerates the Transjordanian tribes and declares that they will not receive judgment



1 Now it came to pass, a long time after the LORD had given rest to Israel from all their enemies round about, that Joshua was 
old, advanced in age. 
2 And Joshua called for all Israel, for their elders, for their heads, for their judges, and for their officers, and said to them: "I am 
old, advanced in age. 
3 You have seen all that the LORD your God has done to all these nations because of you, for the LORD your God is He who has 
fought for you. 
4 See, I have divided to you by lot these nations that remain, to be an inheritance for your tribes, from the Jordan, with all the 
nations that I have cut off, as far as the Great Sea westward. 
5 And the LORD your God will expel them from before you and drive them out of your sight. So you shall possess their land, as 
the LORD your God promised you. 

Chapter 23

Joshua was nearing the end of his life and he calls Israel and especially the leaders to exhort them to remain faithful to God

v. 1 “a long time after the LORD had given rest to Israel” (Companion)= ‘Eight years’
“old and advanced in age” ‘Aged 102’

Joshua’s farewell message



6 Therefore be very courageous to keep and to do all that is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, lest you turn aside from it
to the right hand or to the left, 

7 and lest you go among these nations, these who remain among you. You shall not make mention of the name of their gods, nor 
cause anyone to swear by them; you shall not serve them nor bow down to them, 

8 but you shall hold fast to the LORD your God, as you have done to this day. 

9 For the LORD has driven out from before you great and strong nations; but as for you, no one has been able to stand against 
you to this day. 

10 One man of you shall chase a thousand, for the LORD your God is He who fights for you, as He promised you. 
11 Therefore take careful heed to yourselves, that you love the LORD your God. 

Joshua’s challenge to be obedient

v. 6 Almost word for word what God had told Joshua in chapter 1:7
Joshua 1:7

7 Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe to do according to all the law which Moses My servant 
commanded you; do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go. 

v. 11 Echoes Moses’ admonition to Israel
Deuteronomy 6:5 

5 You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. 

v. 6 “Book of the Law of Moses”—at least all or part of Deuteronomy



12 Or else, if indeed you do go back, and cling to the remnant of these nations--these that remain among you--and make 
marriages with them, and go in to them and they to you, 

13 know for certain that the LORD your God will no longer drive out these nations from before you. But they shall be snares and 
traps to you, and scourges on your sides and thorns in your eyes, until you perish from this good land which the LORD your God 

has given you.
14 "Behold, this day I am going the way of all the earth. And you know in all your hearts and in all your souls that not one thing 

has failed of all the good things which the LORD your God spoke concerning you. All have come to pass for you; not one word of 
them has failed. 

15 Therefore it shall come to pass, that as all the good things have come upon you which the LORD your God promised you, so 
the LORD will bring upon you all harmful things, until He has destroyed you from this good land which the LORD your God has 

given you. 
16 When you have transgressed the covenant of the LORD your God, which He commanded you, and have gone and served other 

gods, and bowed down to them, then the anger of the LORD will burn against you, and you shall perish quickly from the good 
land which He has given you." 

Joshua’s warning for the future

v. 13 “they shall be snares and traps for you”—to mingle and intermarry with the Canaanites a violation of the covenant 
terms and will bring terrible consequences of punishment 

v. 14 “not one thing has failed of all the good thing which the LORD your God spoke concerning you”



Shechem



Chapter 24

1 Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem and called for the elders of Israel, for their heads, for their judges, and 
for their officers; and they presented themselves before God. 
2 And Joshua said to all the people, "Thus says the LORD God of Israel: 'Your fathers, including Terah, the father of Abraham and 
the father of Nahor, dwelt on the other side of the River in old times; and they served other gods. 
3 Then I took your father Abraham from the other side of the River, led him throughout all the land of Canaan, and multiplied his
descendants and gave him Isaac. 
4 'To Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau. To Esau I gave the mountains of Seir to possess, but Jacob and his children went down to Egypt. 

The covenant at Shechem—a covenant making ceremony

➢ Theme of Ch. 24—loyalty to God alone

v. 1 Shechem—was the site of the original confirmation of the covenant upon entering the promised land (Ch. 8:30-35)...now 
Joshua calls for a ratification of the covenant terms with God

“presented themselves before God”—once before the phrase was used in scripture
Exodus 19: 17—at Sinai where Israel heard the covenant, agreed to it, and it was ratified in a covenant ceremony

v. 2-13 A historical retrospective of Israel’s journey until this day—emphasis to give loyalty 
only to God 



5 'Also I sent Moses and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt, according to what I did among them. Afterward I brought you out.

6 'Then I brought your fathers out of Egypt, and you came to the sea; and the Egyptians pursued your fathers with chariots and 
horsemen to the Red Sea. 

7 'So they cried out to the LORD; and He put darkness between you and the Egyptians, brought the sea upon them, and covered 
them. And your eyes saw what I did in Egypt. Then you dwelt in the wilderness a long time. 

v.7 “darkness”—used only here
(Tyndale) “it describes the cloud of protection in Ex. 14: 19-20”

v. 5-7 Deliverance from Egypt 

v. 7 “your eyes saw what I did in Egypt”—chapter 24 stresses deliverance from enemy people starting with 
Egypt



8 'And I brought you into the land of the Amorites, who dwelt on the other side of the Jordan, and they fought with you. But I 
gave them into your hand, that you might possess their land, and I destroyed them from before you.

9 'Then Balak the son of Zippor, king of Moab, arose to make war against Israel, and sent and called Balaam the son of Beor to 
curse you. 

10 'But I would not listen to Balaam; therefore he continued to bless you. So I delivered you out of his hand. 

v. 8-10 Events from Numbers 21—24 

v. 8-10 Summary of the conquest east of the Jordan River

v. 10 God delivered Israel from the cursing of Balaam



11 'Then you went over the Jordan and came to Jericho. And the men of Jericho fought against you--also the Amorites, the 
Perizzites, the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Girgashites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. But I delivered them into your hand. 

12 'I sent the hornet before you which drove them out from before you, also the two kings of the Amorites, but not with your 
sword or with your bow. 

13 'I have given you a land for which you did not labor, and cities which you did not build, and you dwell in them; you eat of the
vineyards and olive groves which you did not plant.' 

v. 11-13 Conquest of the land west of the Jordan

v. 11 Jericho, the 1st battle was symbolic of the subsequent victories

v. 12 “hornet”—picture of a hornet to symbolize terror



14 "Now therefore, fear the LORD, serve Him in sincerity and in truth, and put away the gods which your fathers served on the 
other side of the River and in Egypt. Serve the LORD! 

15 And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which 
your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me 

and my house, we will serve the LORD.“

16 So the people answered and said: "Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve other gods; 
17 for the LORD our God is He who brought us and our fathers up out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage, who did 
those great signs in our sight, and preserved us in all the way that we went and among all the people through whom we passed.

18 And the LORD drove out from before us all the people, including the Amorites who dwelt in the land. We also will serve the 
LORD, for He is our God." 

v. 14—24 The covenant agreement

v. 14-15 Joshua issues a challenge to the people to decide for or against exclusive devotion to God

v. 16-18 The people agree to serve the LORD, while recalling all that He had done for them

(Companion) “Three systems of idolatry referred to in verses 14 and 15: Chaldean, Egyptian and Canaanite”



19 But Joshua said to the people, "You cannot serve the LORD, for He is a holy God. He is a jealous God; He will not forgive your 
transgressions nor your sins. 

20 If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, then He will turn and do you harm and consume you, after He has done you 
good." 

21 And the people said to Joshua, "No, but we will serve the LORD!" 

22 So Joshua said to the people, "You are witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the LORD for yourselves, to serve 
Him." And they said, "We are witnesses!" 

23 "Now therefore," he said, "put away the foreign gods which are among you, and incline your heart to the LORD God of Israel.“

24 And the people said to Joshua, "The LORD our God we will serve, and His voice we will obey!" 
. 

v.19  “You cannot serve” (Companion) “The Ellipsis must be supplied by adding from v. 14 “unless you put away your 
idols”

“Ellipsis of repetition—where the Ellipsis is to be supplied from a proceeding or succeeding clause”

‘unless you put away your idols’



25 So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made for them a statute and an ordinance in Shechem.

26 Then Joshua wrote these words in the Book of the Law of God. And he took a large stone, and set it up there under the oak 
that was by the sanctuary of the LORD. 

27 And Joshua said to all the people, "Behold, this stone shall be a witness to us, for it has heard all the words of the LORD which 
He spoke to us. It shall therefore be a witness to you, lest you deny your God." 

v. 25-27 The ratification of the covenant

By sacrifice

v. 26 ‘a large stone’—a stone of witness (like the one of crossing the Jordan 4:1-9)
(Tyndale) “The stone served as a lasting memorial that would remind future generations of the covenant made at 

Shechem and its importance”



28 So Joshua let the people depart, each to his own inheritance 
29 Now it came to pass after these things that Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, being one hundred and ten 

years old. 
30 And they buried him within the border of his inheritance at Timnath Serah, which is in the mountains of Ephraim, on the north 

side of Mount Gaash. 

31 Israel served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had known all the works 
of the LORD which He had done for Israel. 

v. 28-33 Settlement in the land

v. 29 “servant of the LORD”—Joshua received a title that had also been given to Moses

Joshua’s age at death 110 was the same as Joseph’s—in the OT scriptures a long life was a sign of God’s blessing [Ps. 91:16]

Israel served the LORD all the days of Joshua—repeated in Judges 2:7



32 The bones of Joseph, which the children of Israel had brought up out of Egypt, they buried at Shechem, in the plot of ground 
which Jacob had bought from the sons of Hamor the father of Shechem for one hundred pieces of silver, and which had become 

an inheritance of the children of Joseph. 

33 And Eleazar the son of Aaron died. They buried him in a hill belonging to Phinehas his son, which was given to him in the 
mountains of Ephraim. 

v. 32 “buried at Shechem”—where God first appeared to Abraham in Canaan [Gen. 12:6,7]
The place where Abraham set up an altar to worship God and the place of Christ’s first mission [John 4]

v. 33 Eleazar’s son Phineas would become the new high priest

Three burials close the book of Joshua
(BKC) “Three peaceful graves testify to the faithfulness of God, for Joshua, Joseph and Eleazar once lived in a foreign 

nation where they received God’s promise to take His people back to Canaan. Now all three were at rest in the 
promised land. God kept His word to Joshua, Joseph and Eleazar—and to all Israel.



II Timothy 4: 7
“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.”

Lessons

29 Now it came to pass after these things that Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died, being one 
hundred and ten years old. 

Put God first in our lives

14 "Now therefore, fear the LORD, serve Him in sincerity and in truth, and put away the gods which your fathers served 
on the other side of the River and in Egypt. Serve the LORD! 



Lessons from the book of 
Joshua

The northern Canaanite tribes put together the most formidable fighting force in the 
ancient world

Joshua 11:6
6 But the LORD said to Joshua, "Do not be afraid because of them, for tomorrow about this time I will deliver all 

of them slain before Israel. You shall hamstring their horses and burn their chariots with fire.“

8 And the LORD delivered them into the hand of Israel, who defeated them and chased them to Greater Sidon, 
to the Brook Misrephoth, and to the Valley of Mizpah eastward; they attacked them until they left none of them 

remaining. 

Put our trust and faith in God as we face our battles



God was faithful to His promise—Israel was in the land of their inheritance

Hebrews 4: 12
“There remains therefore a rest for the people of God”

Joshua 21:43-45 
43 So the LORD gave to Israel all the land of which He had sworn to give to their fathers, and they took possession of it and 

dwelt in it. 
44 The LORD gave them rest all around, according to all that He had sworn to their fathers. And not a man of all their 

enemies stood against them; the LORD delivered all their enemies into their hand. 

45 Not a word failed of any good thing which the LORD had spoken to the house of Israel. All came to pass. 

Lessons from the book of 
Joshua

Luke 12: 32
“Do not fear, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom”


