
Mufulira, Zambia—The 
2022 Women’s Enrichment Week-
end in Zambia was held under the 
theme “Looking Back, Moving 
Forward.’’ A group of 25 wom-
en gathered from the Copper-
belt and Northwestern prov-
inces, and we had one woman 
attend from Lusaka. Mufulira 
was the host. 

Many activities took place 
and there were a variety of speak-
ers. All of this made the weekend 
so colorful and educational as 
people gathered from different 
ethnic groups, but all with the 
same goal and theme.

The first speaker encouraged 
women to stay focused as they 
move forward. The message em-
phasized how we shouldn’t allow 
the past to define us, quoting 

from Philippians 3:13-14. Our 
second presenter spoke about 
being strong while moving for-
ward and the last speaker talked 
about the tongue, stating that we 
need to be careful about whatev-
er we say as Christians, and re-
inforcing the need to control our 
tongues (James 1:26).

Arts and crafts classes allowed 
the ladies to learn how to make 
many things, including earrings 
made with different colors and 
types of beads, and scarves to 
cover their shoulders. These 
scarves were made from scraps 
of material and then edged with 
lace trimmings. The ladies’ show 
couldn’t just end without learning 
how to prepare different varieties 
of African dishes. These includ-
ed dry mushrooms mixed with 
groundnuts, dry kapenta (a small 
fish, similar to sardine, found 

in Southern Africa) mixed with 
groundnuts, Chinese cabbage 
mixed with groundnuts (kace-
sha), African polony (cikanda), 
fritters and tinned pickled fish. 
Another class covered how to 
look after a home. 

For Sabbath services, the 
speaker was Luke Banda and he 
spoke about living by what we 

learn (James 1:22-25). He also 
spoke about tithing. We had 
enough food for everyone. That 
evening we shared a most enjoy-
able braai (barbecue). It is always 
encouraging to see people from 
different parts of the country and 
ethnic groups share moments in 
peace, showing love and unity. 

We thank God our Creator 

for making the 2022 Women’s 
Enrichment Weekend joyous and 
wonderful. We are also thank-
ful to our minister and his wife, 
those who supported us spiritu-
ally through their prayers and 
finally all those who rendered 
support through cash and their 
time. May our Almighty God re-
member you and bless you. UN
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Milford, OH—The new 
Ambassador Bible College 
class met for the annual ABC 
welcome picnic on Aug. 21. 
They enjoyed lunch and mixer 
games to help the students be-
gin getting to know each other 
and local alumni—along with 
faculty and staff. 

The next day, Monday, Aug. 
22, everyone gathered for ABC 
orientation. This is when stu-
dents learn how ABC works. All 
the faculty and staff give presen-
tations to welcome the students 
and educate them on the atten-
dance and cell phone policies, 
the class schedule, building 

rules and—of course—how to 
join the chorale. Students took 
a tour of the home office after 
lunch and were encouraged to 
apply for some student jobs that 
are available.

This year, 26 students make 
up the class, coming from 13 
different states, plus Canada and 
Australia. This is the first time 
since 2019 that ABC has includ-
ed international students. Most 
of them are of college-age, but 
three are more mature, includ-
ing one married couple.

The orientation presenta-
tions reminded students that the 
purpose for ABC is to lead them 
in gaining biblical knowledge, 
building godly character and 

embracing leadership oppor-
tunities. Steve Myers explained 
that students, “enter to learn, 
and go forth to serve.” Darris 
McNeely encouraged students 
to be ready to “run with the 

horses” when times get tough. 
Aaron Dean encouraged stu-
dents to ask questions and learn 
about the history and heritage of 
God’s Church and Frank Dun-
kle reminded them that God 

works through them to make 
ABC what it is. 

It is exciting to begin a 
new school year and we wel-
come prayers for a successful  
experience. UN

Ambassador Bible College Welcomes Class of 2023
By Frank Dunkle

See pages 5-14UYC REPORTS AND PHOTOS INSIDE!

Announcements
pp. 20-21

The Good News
Let Us Go Up To the Mountain of the Lord
(Dan Preston)—pg. 15

How Tithing Directs Our Hearts to 
God’s Purposes
(Steven Britt)—pg. 16

Being At One with God and Each Other
(Roy Fouch)—pg. 17

We Serve Because He Served First
(Amber Duran)—pg. 18

By Cherry Pringle

From the Editor
United News staff update—pg. 2

Dr. Dunkle gives a presentation to the new class of Ambassador Bible College students.

http://ucg.org/members


Dear Readers,
As the new associate editor of 

United News, it’s a blessing to serve 
God’s people by sharing Church 
updates from members around 
the world. I’ve always enjoyed 
reading the announcements and 
articles from brethren and I look 
forward to continuing the work of 
keeping God’s people connected.

I grew up attending the Char-
lotte, North Carolina, congrega-
tion with my family and moved 
to Cincinnati, Ohio in 2016 for 
Ambassador Bible College. Since 
graduating in 2017, I have re-
mained in the area. The year spent 
at ABC was one of the highlights 
of my life. During that time, I 
wrote for ABC Times and partic-
ipated in many other travel and 
volunteer opportunities.

Writing, editing and publica-

tion have been a common thread 
throughout my education, career 
and even hobbies. In 2019, I re-
ceived my bachelor’s degree in In-
terdisciplinary Studies, in which 
my main focuses were English 
and Communication. I have since 
been blessed to work in a variety 
of industries that have prepared 
me to work in this role: printing, 
publication and editing in partic-
ular. In my free time, I have writ-
ten for Compass Check, authored 
and self-published children’s 
books, maintained a blog and ed-
ited papers for college students, 
among other projects.

As associate editor, my role in-
cludes collecting and editing con-
tent for the United News, creating 
print layouts and posting articles 
and updates online. I also assist 
with editing the camp magazine 
and festival brochure. Addition-
ally, I provide support for printed 
materials for ABC. During Be-
yond Today recordings, I run the 
teleprompter.

I’m excited to serve in this 
new role and am thankful for 
the warm welcome and great 
mentoring I’ve been blessed 
with. Please feel free to email me 
at UN@ucg.org. I’m looking for-
ward to meeting you!

Sincerely,
Heidi Braun

On Tuesday, Aug. 9, home 
office employees gathered to 
honor mail processing and do-
nation processing employee, 
Emma Kennebeck, who retired 
the same day.

After fellowshipping over 
breakfast, coworkers recounted 
numerous stories and memo-
ries of working with Emma over 
the years. She and her husband 
Richard began working for the 
Church in the mid-70s. She re-
counted that when the United 
Church of God first began, she 
remembers opening and pro-
cessing mail from the home of 
Victor and Beverly Kubik.

Emma and Richard took a 
short hiatus from Church em-
ployment 26 years ago and 
moved to Dallas, Texas. When 
the home office relocated to Cin-
cinnati in 1998, they relocated to 
Ohio and reentered the employ 
of the Church. Richard managed 
the Information Technology de-
partment for the next 24 years, 
and Emma worked in the Mail 
Processing department up until 
the day she retired. She was a 
key member of that department 
and will be greatly missed, espe-
cially for her big smile and won-
derful laugh.

Peter Eddington notes: “Em-
ma’s contribution to the Media 
Department has been enormously 
appreciated and she will be greatly 
missed. My wife, Terri, and I have 
personally appreciated the kind-
ness, integrity and solid character 
[Richard and Emma] have exem-
plified through these many years 
we have known them.” 

Emma is originally from 
northeastern Kentucky, and liv-
ing in Ohio brought her nearer 
to her birthplace and many of 
her family members. However, 
upon retiring she and Richard 

are moving to the Orlando, Flor-
ida, area where he will assume 
the pastorate of the Jacksonville 
and Orlando UCG congrega-
tions. Emma said that for the 
first few weeks after arriving in 
Florida, her focus will be to relax 
by the pool! 

Connie Seelig writes: “Em-
mie will be truly missed in the 
Mail Processing Department. 
She was my soulmate as we 
worked together for 24 years. 
Emmie was always willing to do 
whatever was asked of her and is 
one of the most dependable peo-
ple I know. She was more than 
a coworker. We worked through 
many personal crises together 
over the years—helping me to 
grow personally. I know she will 
be a huge help to her husband in 
his new role as a church pastor.”

Fellow coworker, Ronda 
Creech, adds: “Emma will be 
greatly missed in our office 
room. She worked very hard and 
knew how to keep all the differ-
ent sections of our work flowing 
smoothly for what needed done 
and in what order. I will miss 
her immensely for the love and 
kind-heartedness she showed. 

She was always there with good 
wisdom or her caring smile to 
help. I know she will be a great 
help to the Florida congrega-
tions as a pastor’s wife.”

Retired coworker, Doris 
Phelps, reminisces: “I worked 
with Emma, side by side (al-
most), for 15 years and have 
known Em now for nearly 25 
years. Through her trials and 
heartache, she always stayed 
positive and looks forward to 
Christ’s return. I love her smile 
and laughter and sense of hu-
mor and her Christian attitude. 
Wishing her the best in her new 
role as ‘pastor’s wife.’”

Caroline Foraker adds: 
“Emma has served the church 
for most of her life, and I have 
greatly enjoyed working with 
her these past few years. She’s 
compassionate and kind and 
she’s very hardworking, but 
knows when and how to make 
work fun. I’ve very much ad-
mired her patience when it 
comes to teaching all of us and 
her willingness to answer our 
endless questions, especially 
when we’re asking how to do 
something for the 10th time. 

I will miss her laughter and 
bright smile around the office, 
but am excited for her to enjoy 
her retirement in Florida!”

Emma’s husband Richard 
shares: “Emma has so enjoyed 
her years of serving God in the 
various responsibilities that 
she has had through the years. 
Those responsibilities were not 
just jobs to her—they were an 
important part of her life. I 
loved seeing the excitement in 
her as she talked about a let-
ter that someone wrote to the 
church or about the children 
she was helping in Imperial 
Schools. Her heart was always 
filled with God’s work.”

Emma and Richard have 
two daughters, Richelle and 
Elesha, who both live in the 
Cincinnati area along with 
their four grandchildren.

The United Church of 
God gratefully acknowledges 
the service and dedication of 
Emma over these many years. 
We pray for God to be with 
Emma and Richard as they be-
gin the next chapter of service 
in their lives.

Gerald Seelig & Terri Eddington
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Emma Kennebeck and her 
husband, Richard

The United Church of God 
home office staff would like to 
thank Ariana Del Signore for 
three years of outstanding ser-
vice to this organization through 
her work as managing editor of 
United News.

Media and Communications 
Services operation manager Peter 
Eddington commented on how 
much he appreciated Ariana’s pro-
fessional approach to her work and 
her great competence in always 
providing an interesting and infor-
mative issue of United News each 
time. In addition to the Church’s 
newspaper, she produced our 
United Youth Camps brochure, the 
Festival Planning Brochure and 
other internal publications. She 
also assisted the Ambassador Bible 
College class in their media and 
publishing projects. “Ariana will be 
greatly missed and we thank her 
for her service, praying for her on-
going career success.”

Beyond Today presenter Dar-
ris McNeely: “Ariana approached 

her role with joy and enthusiasm. 
She realized the news she brought 
to the worldwide membership 
was essential in maintaining the 
bonds of unity. Working with 
her on each issue was a delight. I 
wish her well in all she does.”

Former UCG president Vic-
tor Kubik: “In the short three 
years that I worked with Ariana 
from when she started as an in-
tern to quickly becoming Man-
aging Editor for Internal Publi-
cations, we knew we had found a 
gem. Ariana performed beyond 
her years in editorial and techni-
cal skills. She displayed wisdom 
in what and how to communi-
cate what best represented the 
Church to the public. She was 
easy and fun to work with.” UN

From the Editor

Ariana Del Signore Heidi Braun

Updates from Ministerial and Member Services
Two congregations were recently given new names to better reflect their location: Bethlehem (Penn-

sylvania) has been renamed Lehigh Valley, and Macon (Georgia) has been renamed Central Georgia.
On June 18, 2022, Matthew McDonald was ordained into the ministry. He and his wife, Betsy, 

serve in the Dallas, Texas, congregation.
On July 31, Nick Lamoureux, along with his wife, Megan, was transferred to Fargo, North Da-

kota, where he is assisting pastor Ken Skorseth in service to the congregations in Fargo, Bismarck 
and Minot, North Dakota.

In mid-August, Richard Kennebeck was appointed pastor of the congregations in Orlando and 
Jacksonville, Florida, replacing Rick Shabi, who is now serving as president of UCGIA.

We would greatly appreciate your prayers and support of these men and their wives as they 
transition to serve God and His people in these new assignments.

Chris Rowland



The first Bible verse I memo-
rized was Proverbs 22:6, “Train 
up a child in the way he should 
go, and when he is old he will 
not depart from it.” Focusing the 
energy of youth in the right di-
rection is necessary and a long-
term process.

Our example as parents can 
have a huge positive impact 
and influence on our children. 
There is a long list of troubling 
behavior in youth when they 
don’t have positive adult role 
models—from attention defi-
cit, behavioral disorders, early 
involvement in alcohol, drugs 
and tobacco, lower education-
al achievement, involvement 
in crime and more (World 

Health Organization: “Youth 
Violence”: June 8, 2020).

How should we teach our 
children? Too many parents in 
the culture around us neglect 
their children, instead allowing 
the schools to teach them their 
values, or letting their peer 
group or the media they con-
sume be the primary influence 
in their life. God gave parents 
the responsibility to properly 
raise their children and teach 
them godly values (Deuteron-
omy 6:7; Proverbs 1:8). We can 
view this as mentoring. All of 
us mentor whether we realize it 
or not. Our example will drown 
out whatever else we might 
have to say.

Mentoring is about cre-
ating an environment of in-
teraction, or personal devel-
opment, and sharing wisdom 
for the benefit of the men-
tee. A mentor is interested in 
the personal and professional 
growth of someone else. We 
have examples of this type of 
mentoring in Scripture: Moses 
and Joshua, Naomi and Ruth, 
Elijah and Elisha. Christ men-
tored the disciples. Paul men-
tored Timothy and Titus.

What are some guidelines for 
effectively mentoring our youth?

• Build trust. Trust is built 
day-by-day. Promises must be 
kept, there can be no belittling, 
information is readily shared 
and there is no hypocrisy.

• Offer time. Invest time in 
your child(ren) and be avail-
able to them in order to have 
conversations, offer insight 
and to answer their questions 
(Proverbs 1:4).

• Be transparent. Admit the 
mistakes you make and accept 
consequences for your actions. 
This models proper behavior 
for your child.

• Give encouragement. Give 
positive feedback. For every 
negative point or correction, 
find three positive attributes or 
actions. People rise to expec-
tations. Hold high standards 
and look for the best. Everyone 
needs encouragement, because 
encouragement is a pure form 
of positive feedback. We are 

calmed, strengthened and edi-
fied when we are encouraged.

• Be consistent. Children 
thrive in a consistent and pre-
dictable environment.

• Add significance. Reward 
behavior that leads to success-
ful outcomes. Personalize the 
outcomes. Determine what 
they need. “Failure” is part of 
the learning process. When 
your child comes up short, use 
that as a teaching moment and 
give them an opportunity to 
try again.

• Praise publicly and cor-
rect privately. No one thrives 
in an environment where they 
don’t know what to expect. Be 
committed to their training. 
Believe in them—this moti-
vates them and releases their 
potential.

• Be a support. Offer emo-
tional support, skills training 
and the right equipment to do 
the task.

• Give responsibility before 
giving authority. Until they 
master a responsibility they 
are under your authority. We 
direct them, and we take re-
sponsibility if things come up 
short. This engenders trust 
and respect from the child that 
you will not “throw them un-
der the bus” if they don’t do a 
perfect job. Once they learn to 
take care of the responsibility 
properly, then give them the 
authority to be “the man” or 
“the woman”! UN
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The Importance of Mentoring Children in God’s Way

Our example will drown out whatever else we might have to say.

The United Church of God 
completed another very strong 
financial year on June 30, 2022.

Following an “unusual” fis-
cal 2021, where the unprece-
dented coronavirus interrupt-
ed American life and business, 
fiscal 2022 brought quickly 
increasing gas prices, high in-
flation rates and talk of an eco-
nomic recession.

Both fiscal years resulted in 
high income for the Church, 
with fiscal 2022 exceeding prior 
year and budget expectations. 

The world we live in and 
the national and global econo-
mies in which we operate have 
dramatically changed in the 

last few years, and will contin-
ue to change and likely decline 
in the future. 

We are reminded that there 
is one constant—one absolute 
Rock and Fortress we can rely 
on who sees us through rough 
times, pandemics, econom-
ic downturns and challenges, 
changing political environ-
ments and anything else that 
might come our way. 

Again, God has shown that 
He provides and will continue 
to provide for our every need.

Fiscal 2022 income exceed-
ed $22 million. Most encour-
aging is that General Contri-
butions (first tithe), Festival 

Assistance (second tithe), As-
sistance Fund (“third tithe”) 
and Holy Day Offerings all 
exceeded prior year and bud-
geted amounts. A number of 
estate and stock donations 
were also received during the 
fiscal year. 

We certainly thank God for 
the resources He provides, and 
we thank members, coworkers 
and other donors who have sup-
ported this work. Please join us 

in prayer as we seek God’s will 
for the use and proper steward-
ship of the funds and resources 
He provides. 

Final numbers for fiscal 
year 2022 will be released 
after the completion of the 
annual audit, which will be 
conducted in September. 
The complete audit report 
will be published in the Jan-
uary-February 2023 issue of 
United News. UN

President’s Update: 

Dan Dowd serves on the Council of Elders and pastors three 
congregations in Wisconsin (Milwaukee, Oshkosh and Wisconsin 
Dells). He graduated from Ambassador College with a bachelor’s 
degree in theology in 1986.
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Rick Shabi serves as the president of UCGIA and as the treasurer. He  
has previously pastored two congregations in Florida and holds a 
bachelor’s degree in business from Indiana University.



Tacoma, Washington—
The sixth annual Tacoma Men’s 
Weekend was held once again 
at the Seabeck Conference Cen-
ter, on the beautiful shoreline of 
Hood Canal in northwest Wash-
ington. From Friday through 
Sunday, June 24-26, a group of 33 
men enjoyed a great weekend to-
gether, with the theme “Strength-
en Your Brethren.” Among those 
attending there were four pastors, 
six other elders, and men from 
eight church circuits. The beauti-
ful new lodge building provided 
an excellent setting for inspiring 
meetings, great fellowship and 

comfortable lodging.
The weekend began with a 

buffet dinner on Friday evening 
in the spacious dining hall on 
campus, where we enjoyed each 
meal during the three days we 
were there. Then the gathering 
moved to the lodge, where we 
welcomed the Sabbath with a 
wonderful wine and cheese so-
cial, enjoying the opportunity 
to renew old acquaintances and 
meet new friends.

Building on the theme of 
strengthening our brethren, 
there were six interactive ses-
sions during the weekend. With 

the approach being on either 
strengthening those with whom 
we serve, or strengthening those 
whom God has entrusted to our 
care, the topics covered a broad 
spectrum. On the morning of the 
Sabbath, the host pastor, Roc Cor-
bett, solicited input about suc-
cessful mentoring that has helped 
us grow and enabled the passing 
on of the truth of God from one 
faithful person to another, from 
one generation to another. Ben 
Light drew lessons from Peter’s 
writings, showing how he was 
able to strengthen the brethren 
in the first-century Church, and 

how those lessons are relevant 
for us today. 

The Sabbath service was web-
cast to all the ladies and families in 
the church circuit and made avail-
able to the congregations of the 
other pastors who were attending 
the Men’s Weekend. Daniel Por-
teous gave the sermonette, “Es-
tablish the Work of Our Hands.” 
Mark Welch’s sermon, “Loving 
God and Loving His Way of Life” 
focused on helping us to make 
sure that the guiding force in our 
lives is godly love. There were 90 
individual connections to the Sab-
bath webcast, representing mem-

bers in eight church circuits. 
Later in the afternoon of the 

Sabbath Paul Moody led a dis-
cussion about “being all things 
to all men,” showing how we can 
strengthen the people God sends 
us to serve by “meeting them 
where they are.” 

On Sabbath evening our guest 
speaker, Mark Welch, led an in-
formative discussion titled, “The 
Pursuit of Sexual Purity.” This 
open discussion reminded us of 
how important it is to live godly 
lives as men. Daniel Porteous led a 
Sunday morning discussion about 
being aware of various learning 
styles so that we can become better 
teachers. Our final interactive ses-
sion was led by David Jones, with 
the focus of putting our hearts into 
becoming strong in our faith and 
in our roles as husbands, fathers, 
and servants in the Church.

In our exit survey, looking 
forward to next year, nearly 
every man attending said he 
would like to be able to come 
back next year, and to build on 
the experience and blessing of 
this year’s Tacoma Men’s Week-
end. The dates for next year will 
be June 23 to 25.

Roc Corbett & Mark Welch

Tacoma Congregation Hosts Annual Men’s Weekend

Local Church News4

Columbia, Maryland—
Women of the Columbia, Mary-
land, congregation were invited 
to gather for an afternoon tea 
following services on June 4, 
2022. The theme was “Bring 
Your Own Teacup Party.”

The ladies were asked to 
bring their favorite tea and a 
savory or sweet treat to share 
with the women at their ta-
ble. They also provided their 
own teacup and saucer. A few 
of the delicacies were mini 
spinach cheese quiche, mini 
cucumber sandwiches, choc-
olate mousse cups, mini lem-

on cheesecake fruit tarts and 
mini fruit scones.

Women of all ages partic-
ipated in this delightful Sab-
bath afternoon with uplifting 
conversation.

Rhonda Diggins

Home Office Holds Picnic for 
Staff and Families

Left: Staff enjoyed a delicious catered meal.
Right: Children enjoyed outdoor games and sports.

Columbia, Maryland, Ladies Share Tea and Dessert

Women of all ages participated in this Sabbath event.
Ladies brought their favorite tea and savory or sweet treat.

Milford, Ohio—On Wed-  
nesday, July 13, home office 
staff and their families gath-
ered for a delicious employee 
appreciation lunch. The meal 
was catered by a local restau-
rant, Pickles and Bones Barbe-
que. Surrounded by good food 
and conversation, attendees 
were able to share games that 
brought everyone together. A 
short quiz asked participants 
to match each employee with 
a unique fact. These ranged 
from likes and dislikes to ex-
citing life experiences. Of 
course, many of the answers 

sparked further conversations 
as employees got to know one 
another better. Additionally, 
employees were entered in a 
raffle, with tickets passed out 
as everyone enjoyed dessert. 
Outdoors, the children played 
sports and cooled down with 
water balloons.

Special thanks to all who 
collaborated to organize this 
event and to the volunteers 
who helped with set up and 
clean up. We look forward 
to another wonderful year of 
working together as a team!

Heidi Braun

A group of 33 men enjoyed a great weekend together, with the theme “Strengthen Your Brethren.”
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To learn about God’s plan for us to become sons and daughters of His great 
family, 136 teens and 72 staff traveled to Camp Cotubic this year and spent a week 
immersed in the Zone. It was truly a wonderful time surrounded by God’s people. 
The weather was primarily pleasant. We had a couple of days in the 90s, but there 
was generally a breeze, so it didn’t seem too bad. Any storms in the area passed us 
by so we were able to enjoy all of our outdoor activities.

Christian living classes began each day with a focus on becoming sons and 
daughters of God. After that, the campers were provided with fun and chal-
lenging activities. There is always something for every camper, including a 
high ropes course, archery, arts and crafts, climbing wall, basketball, speed-
away, softball, wilderness skills, waterfront and a Bible class. This year we also 
brought back a media class. Each dorm was tasked with creating a silent video 
in which the campers and counselors starred as everything from the director 
to actors and actresses. Our evenings were spent with activities geared around 
fellowship and fun with dorm challenges, staff and camper games, a grill-out, 

dances and campfire activities.
The staff did an excellent job of running each activity efficiently while providing 

lessons in the day’s theme. Watching our teens conquer their fears and never give 
up on challenges was an inspiration to all of those serving this year. The dorms were 
encouraging to watch. They were constantly cheering each other on to succeed, and 
were there to give hugs when their fellow campers’ fears were overcome. 

Not only were the activities a wonderful opportunity, but they also encouraged 
campers to live the Zone in their everyday lives. The Zone is not a one-week event, 
but a potential way of life. We strive to teach teens that living in the Zone is like liv-
ing in God’s Kingdom. We all work to build an environment that reflects what Jesus 
Christ will bring with Him at His return. 

As wonderful as camp was, improvements can always be made, so we will be 
working hard until next year to provide an even better experience for our teens. I 
look forward to seeing everyone at Camp Cotubic in 2023!

Josh Creech

Camp Cotubic

Northwest Camp was once again held on the Pacific coast at beautiful Camp 
Magruder located at Rockaway Beach, Oregon. While much of the Western United 
States experienced a heat wave, 101 campers and 64 staff enjoyed nearly perfect sunny 
and cool weather. 

“Becoming Sons and Daughters of God” was the Christian living theme of the week, 
with each day focusing on a step in God’s plan to call us into His family. Due to the possi-
bility of Covid, the dorms were kept separate from other dorms until mid-week. Everyone 
was thankful that the entire camp was healthy and experienced no cases.

The activities enjoyed by campers included kayaking on Smith Lake, pickleball, ar-
chery, volleyball, skim boarding and boogie board riding in the waves, speedaway on the 
beach, dance class (held outdoors on a patio), leathercraft, softball and water skiing at 
Lytle Lake. Chinook Pass Outfitters brought 14 horses and two mules for horseback rides 
through the woods and on the beach. Cristine Goethals brought two additional horses so 
we would have enough for the campers, counselors and staff to ride together. The daily 
Christian living themes were discussed and reinforced in the activities during each day.

On Wednesday evening campers and staff enjoyed a beautiful ride on the Oregon 

Coastal Scenic Train. The train is a vintage 1925 steam engine with three vintage passenger 
cars and operates on about 30 miles of formerly logging company tracks. The tracks cross 
the main entrance road coming into Camp Magruder, so everyone is able to board the 
train after a short walk past the camp gate. Campfire each evening included some friendly 
competitions, reciting memory scriptures, dorm inspection reports and a campfire story. 

Sabbath services messages were given by Mr. David Goethals and Mr. Rex Sexton. 
At the end of the service Mr. Sexton passed a gold baton to Mr. Ben Light, who will be 
taking over as Northwest camp director. Our traditional Camp Banquet was a highlight, 
followed later that evening by the last dance of camp. We extend a special thanks to all of 
the volunteer staff! Their hard work and dedication made the camp experience possible 
for our youth. 

We are thankful for God’s protection as everyone remained healthy. Our camp nurse, 
Christine Hendrickson, only had to deal with a few sprains and bruises—usually from 
speedaway. We’d like to thank everyone for your prayers and support of the UYC camp 
program! We are looking forward to Northwest Camp for 2023, which will be July 23-30.

Rex Sexton

Northwest Camp

“‘I will be a Father to you, and you shall 
be My sons and daughters,’ says the 
Lord Almighty,” (2 Corinthians 6:18).

Steve Nutzman
UYC Coordinator

Southwest

Northwest The 27th year of United Youth Camps has concluded (except for 
Winter Camp in late December), but joyous memories and spiritual 
growth remain for the 470 teen campers and 324 staff who attend-
ed one of the five teen camps in June or July. In addition, a dozen 
“challengers” participated in Challenger Sierra from Aug. 3-9. Chal-
lenger Sierra is an off-grid wilderness experience for adults ages 18 
to 30+. This was the first year at this beautiful venue located in the 
Emigrant Wilderness just north of Yosemite, California.

We sincerely thank you parents and members for your prayers 
and financial support and we especially thank the dedicated staff 
who served at camp. We have the best staff imaginable. The Chris-
tian living theme was “Becoming Sons and Daughters of God.” The 
campers and staff were “all in” with the Christian living classes.

We thank the loving Eternal God for His protection and bless-
ing. It is because of Him that this camp program continues to serve 
teens and families.

This year new campers and staff joined those who previously attended Camp Pinecrest 
for another summer of spiritual growth, strengthened relationships and fun. A total of 92 
teens took part along with 66 staff who served our teens amazingly.

Attending camp allows our staff to see the incredible way God is working with the 
campers’ lives. Their attitude, behavior, words and actions demonstrate the way God is 
leading and guiding them. Every year, those who own and work at Camp Pinecrest point 
out the campers’ excellent character and interactions. Several of the Camp Pinecrest staff 
commented on how the campers related with one another, the respect and politeness they 
showed toward others, the way they respected the camp and the joy they demonstrated 
during their time together. This year we also had the blessing of council member Aaron 
Dean and his wife, Michelle, serving on staff. They both provided great encouragement 
and support to everyone.

We enjoyed meeting in an outdoor amphitheater where most of our Christian living 
classes were held each morning. The theme, “Becoming Sons & Daughters of God,” was 

strongly emphasized throughout the time together and brought all the campers and staff 
closer together as we considered the amazing family God has placed us in.

An all-day river float trip on the Black River was new to camp this year! The trip al-
lowed brother and sister dorms to float down the river in eight-person rafts with a nice 
stop to enjoy lunch on the shore. Those who were able to take the trip this year expressed 
that it was a hit! Plans are to include the float trip again next summer. While standup pad-
dleboarding has been an activity in the past, this year the activity included SUPBall which 
the campers found challenging and a lot of fun. Other activities included archery, Bible 
class, dance class, riflery, rock climbing and rappelling, softball, speedaway, teambuilding 
and volleyball.

The dates for Camp Pinecrest 2023 are Sunday, July 2 - Sunday, July 9, and we hope 
everyone can make it back once again, along with those who will join us for the first 
time! 

Mike Phelps

Camp Pinecrest



Southwest Camp completed its second year at our new facility in the Prescott 
Mountains of Northern Arizona, with 61 campers, 59 staff and 10 mini campers 
gathered for a fun and inspiring week. The campers participated in archery, arts and 
crafts, Bible class, low ropes, hiking, dance class, field sports, volleyball, mountain 
biking and kayaking on a lake and down the Verde River.

Last summer it was hot and we had to deal with the challenges of sunburns 
and dehydration. This summer was completely different as our daytime highs were 
usually in the 70s and we had a lot of rain. The owners of the camp said it was the 
most rain they had ever seen during our week there. It definitely kept us cool and 
hydrated this year! The campers and staff didn’t let the rain slow us down and we 
were able to run our full program of activities. The rain even added an extra level of 
excitement to some of them. 

Right after breakfast we would begin the day with Christian living as we set the 

tone for the day with a focus on God’s plan for each of us as we are “becoming sons 
and daughters of God.” Most evenings we concluded the day around the campfire 
with dorm challenge games, skits, Wamatochick Woo’s (a shout-out to anyone who 
went above and beyond that day), a story that wrapped up the day’s theme from one 
of our younger staff members and finally our camp song. 

Our new activities this year, mountain biking and kayaking down the Verde Riv-
er, went well and the campers loved the new adventures and challenges that came 
with them. We are excited to continue building and growing this newest camp in 
our program as we build a culture of love and respect for God and one another and 
grow into His Family forever. 

A huge thank you to all of our staff and those who help support our camps with 
their time, finances and prayers—we can’t do it without you! 

Aaron Creech

Southwest Camp

Our teens completed a wonderful week at beautiful Camp Woodland in 
Temple, Georgia!

Our UYC camp theme, “Becoming Sons and Daughters of God” was emphasized 
throughout the week in our Christian living sessions, in our Christian Living “Extra” 
interactive discussions and even before bed in conversations with our dorm parents 
and their campers. 

The campers once again amazed the staff with their depth of thought, courage, 
bold ideas, positive attitudes, leadership and kindness displayed throughout the week. 

Every evening we ended the day gathered together for our “campfire” which was 
led by a different trio of young adults each day. Mr. Steve Parker worked with the 
young adults on their presentations before each session to ensure they were successful 
in reemphasizing the day’s theme and getting across the message they wanted to share 
with the campers. 

Before we said goodnight, we prayed together and sang our camp song, arm in 

arm, swaying along to guitar accompaniment provided by camper Dane Howard. 
Our camp song was “God is Calling Children.” The lyrics to that hymn were partic-
ularly meaningful in light of our theme: “God is calling children to His royal family. 
Sharing in His blessings, living in His love.”

A couple of other highlights this year were gathering on buses for an evening 
event at the local skating rink and our 70s themed dance with lots of fun and comi-
cal attire from both staff and campers. 

We worked hard, played hard and learned some wonderful things from one an-
other. One camper shared “I feel like I’ve really grown closer to God and understand 
better what my purpose is.” 

God provided for our every need throughout the week and both campers and staff 
are very grateful for another wonderful camp. Hope to see you at Woodland next year! 

Jay Ledbetter and Philip Aust

Camp Woodland
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Emigrant Wilderness, CA—What a week we had! With 41 miles of back-
packing, friendship and spiritual growth, 13 young adults learned that the chal-
lenges we face develop us into people who are better equipped to face future 
challenges and help guide others. Led by pastors Scott McKeon and Troy Phelps, 
participants formed a cohesive group who worked together to face obstacles. 
We explored the meaning of becoming sons and daughters of God and held 
discussions about various Bible characters and their discipleship traits that we 
can emulate.

The group spent Thursday and Friday hiking up to Buck Lake, camping at 
8,500 feet elevation. The journey included beautiful scenery, gorgeous lakes, 
long climbs and even a rainy morning. At the time we were all feeling wet and 
starting to get cold, so we prayed for God’s will to be done with the weather to 
help us have the experience He desired for us, and the precipitation immediately 
and miraculously stopped! God answered another prayer and provided a beau-
tiful campsite at Buck Lake where we stayed for the Sabbath and held outdoor 
services with the lake as the backdrop for our granite amphitheater. 

The messages focused on how the physical challenges in this life help us to 
transform into the Spiritual creation that God has given us the potential to be-
come. He guides, directs and protects us as we are prepared to become members 
of His Family! 

We enjoyed hiking, swimming in the cool lake waters, fishing and conversa-
tions around the campfire. The conversations in camp and on the trail helped 
build relationships that we will treasure for our lifetimes. 

The final day we hiked to the trailhead filled with gratitude for the wonder-
ful experiences we’d shared and lessons we’d learned. We concluded Challenger 
with a finisher’s banquet at a local pizza restaurant. It foreshadowed for us all of 
the grandest banquet yet to come—at the return of Jesus Christ! 

Throughout the week, we learned that facing challenges may seem to be about 
becoming stronger, but it is really about tapping into God’s strength where ours 
runs short. We give the glory to God for the success He gave us!

Scott McKeon and Heidi Braun

Challenger Sierra

Challenger SierraCotubic Pinecrest



It was another successful three and a half days at Camp Buckeye in north-central 
Ohio, although it’s difficult to tell who enjoys it more, the 64 campers or the 76 staff 
members that came to serve them! This year we were pleased to see that 20 percent 
of the staff were new to Camp Buckeye, as many are parents of children who are now 
entering the camp program.

Activities for the campers kicked off right after orientation, as Ron and Janet 
Barker once again led the dorms through a variety of Novelty Olympic games on Sun-
day evening. The dress-up relay was likely the most fun to watch.

Every day started with a Christian living class immediately after breakfast. Our 
daily activity schedule included many of our traditional activities such as archery, arts 
and crafts, basketball, broomball, canoeing, duck-duck splash, fishing, gaga ball, kick-
ball, volleyball and watersports.

This may have been the most “epic” year for fishing, at least as far as I can recall. 
Every dorm caught fish and most caught multiple fish. A total of 42 fish were caught. 
Many prizes were given for most fish caught, largest fish, smallest fish, etc., and one 
to the most dedicated fisherperson—the one who just kept at it and never quit trying. 
Fishing can certainly be a lesson in patience and perseverance.

Escape room was a new activity this year. The campers entered a room filled with 
Bible-based clues and needed to work together to solve the clues in order to “escape.”

Something new for Camp Buckeye was the addition of a support services staff 
comprised of 13-year-old “graduates” from Camp Buckeye. They served under the 
oversight of Mr. and Mrs. Barker, helping with all the background duties that need to 
be done to keep camp running smoothly, including cleaning and restocking the picnic 
tables between meals, cleaning the restrooms, organizing the evening staff lounge, 
delivering water coolers to activities and many other duties. We are already planning 
for next year, to expand this into the Camp Buckeye Service Academy, that will in-
clude focused education directed to this group on what it means to have the heart of 
a servant.

As always, we’re most grateful to Almighty God for blessing us with beautiful 
weather, an amazing group of volunteer staff and the overall health and safety we 
experienced once again. Finally, thank you to all of the parents for the sacrifices you 
make to get your children to Camp Buckeye. It is always a pleasure to serve them and 
we are already making plans for next year.

Len Martin

We truly experienced the Zone this year, as our 36 campers and 47 staff (includ-
ing 14 teens) were the only group at the beautiful modern 405-acre Florida Elks 
Youth Camp complex. “Becoming Sons and Daughters of God” was our theme, with 
memory scriptures 2 Corinthians 6:18 and 1 John 3:1 which were repeated during 
morning Christian living, evening compass check, and nightly dorm parent time. 
Favorite activities included tie-dye shirts, digital media (with green screen record-
ing), archery, race car derby and the Big Swing. The high ropes course (for ages 
9+) and canoeing into the wind were challenging, but everyone worked together 
to encourage and support each other. A highlight was a special service project to 

clean about 600 plastic portable lockers for the facility’s upcoming summer camp 
program. Dorms had fun as they got wet and competed to see how many they could 
clean in an hour!

The cabin layout (for up to nine persons) led to close friendships and bonding 
for campers as well as staff. Teen staff participated in the various activities as they 
served, and in the evenings enjoyed time together playing games, practicing dance 
moves and growing closer through conversation. With so many teen staff, it was like 
a small-scale teen camp experience!

Jeff and Alisa Lockhart

Camp Buckeye

This summer was a very good one for our UYC Preteen Camps as we were back to 
seven camps, all with exciting reports to follow. Overall, we had a total of 870 people 
involved with our seven preteen camps; 360 were preteen age campers, 32 mini-camp-
ers, 157 teen staff and 321 adult staff.

We cannot overestimate the value of these preteen camps for the United Church 
of God. As one council member and pastor, Mario Seiglie, who served on staff at 
our Northwest Preteen Camp Ochoco in Oregon, reflected to the congregations he 
serves the Sabbath after camp, “I just attended camp with 89 prospective church mem-
bers!” That understanding makes it extremely difficult to overestimate the value of 
repeated positive camp experiences for our youth who may attend 12 years of con-
tinuous camps, as campers and as staff members. What an awesome opportunity to 
build bonds with children who also have parents, and possibly grandparents, who are 
members of God’s Church and are actively teaching them all God’s values and ways!

The more we are able to show our children that God’s ways really do work for our 
good and that His way is a way of blessing, beauty, friendship and fun, the more they 
will embrace stable and beneficial lifestyles that will bring joy and happiness to them 
for a lifetime.

I would like to thank all those involved in our preteen camp program in any way—
as a camper, as teen staff, as adult staff and those who may not even have children but 
have seen the benefit and have given generously to our camp program! Thank you so 
much for your valued support!

Mark Welch, 
UYC Preteen Camps Coordinator

Camp Florida
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At preteen Camp Colorado, 69 campers and staff members greatly enjoyed God’s 
blessings of gorgeous weather, good health, fresh mountain air and beautiful scenery 
from June 19-22!

As we focused on the overall United Youth Camps theme for 2022, “Becoming 
Sons and Daughters of God,” 12 different men and women gave short compass check 
talks, fireside chats and Christian living sessions.

The children responded well and were attentive and engaged as they considered 
what this theme meant to them personally.

At the same time, campers wholeheartedly participated in various fun activities 
such as archery, canoeing, kayaking, paddle boating, multi-ball sports, hiking, arts 
and crafts and field games.

Evenings were enjoyed by all as we gathered around the campfire for a rousing night-
ly sing-along, fireside chats, special snacks (like s’mores) and Bible games for all ages.

Some of camp’s greatest benefits are the physical and spiritual bonds that are 
built between preteens, teens and adults in a relaxed, fun family atmosphere and 
environment.

Another benefit was developing our teens for greater service in the future. We had 
13 teens who served on our counseling and activity staff. They served very well, but 
also enjoyed some quality time together each evening developing closer relationships 
with one another.

It has been a real pleasure and honor for me personally to have positively affected 
the lives of hundreds of people as the director of Camp Colorado for the past 12 years! 
I am now turning over this responsibility and privilege to the pastor of the Colorado 
congregations, David Jones, and his wife, Joy, who both served at Camp Colorado this 
past summer. But I also hope to visit from time to time!

Mark Welch

Camp Colorado

Florida

Seven Mountains Buckeye
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Deep in the Tennessee woods at the Nacome Camp and Conference Center, 
campers and staff came together on May 29 for our 10th year. And what a year 
it was!

Just as campers arrived on Sunday, God blessed us with very enjoyable weath-
er, bringing down the suffocating heat and humidity from highs in the 90s to 
highs in the low 80s and in the evening, lows in the 50s. 

Campers enjoyed daily nature activities like creek walks, axe throwing and 
shelter building along with outdoor activities like archery, air riflery, swim-
ming and canoeing. Team building activities like human foosball, high/low 

ropes and campus improvement provided lots of opportunities to make new 
friendships.

There was no doubt that God’s hand was in all that was accomplished 
throughout camp this year. His blessings of great weather along with no serious 
injuries were gratefully received and we give Him thanks for all He did for us. 
Staff were also amazing with like-mindedness and serving attitudes, especially 
the young adults and teens that joined us this year. Without the staff who serve, 
the camp program would not be possible.

Matthew Puckett

It was another fantastic year at Camp Seven Mountains! With 85 campers and 
116 staff, parents and grandparents in attendance, we had our largest camp yet! The 
campers kicked off each day with delicious physical food provided by our kitchen 
staff, followed by the spiritual food of Christian living classes that focused on the 
story of Esther. Campers enjoyed various activities such as archery, boating/kaya-
king/paddle boarding, various field sports, human foosball, volleyball, woodwork-
ing, crafts and more!

Out of 85 campers, 17 were aged three and younger. They enjoyed their own 
morning activities with Bible lessons, activities, songs and games just for them. Each 

evening ended with a camp-wide activity on the field and lively campfire songs and 
games. We had a lot of staff changes last minute due to unexpected illnesses right 
before camp. It was very humbling and encouraging to see how quickly parents and 
staff stepped up and filled in where we had needs. It was truly the body working to-
gether for the edification of everyone. It has been a delight to work together as a team 
to guide our children in growing closer with each other and to our heavenly Father. 
What a wonderful family we are a part of! We are already excited for next year. The 
dates will be July 30-Aug. 2, 2023. See you at camp!

Rachel Massie

Camp Seven Mountains

Camp Nacome

Camp Ochoco
After a two-year hiatus, the adventure continued with Camp Ochoco! A total of 

135 campers and staff came together at this new location in the midst of the Ochoco 
National Forest east of Prineville, Oregon for three fun-filled days and nights. The 
focus and theme of preteen camp this year was “Bible Explorers.” The younger chil-
dren were given their very own Adventure Bible, while the older kids were given a 
Thomas Nelson NKJV reference Bible like many of their parents have. Throughout 
every camp activity the kids learned to use this vital tool in their exploration of life. 
Music class taught the books of the Bible song to help campers look up scriptures, 
and in each class those skills were enhanced as they discussed Bible heroes. Campers 
explored more activities than ever! There were old favorites like Christian living, 
arts and crafts (where they wrote cards for shut-ins and made tie-dye shirts to take 
home) and other favorites like archery, dance, swimming and sports. New activities 
included wilderness school, kickball, pickleball, gaga ball and our Bible Explorers 
class. Swimmers dove for books of the Bible that they had to bring up in order. Two 
classes taught the thread of the Bible, bringing the entire Bible into focus. In dance 

class campers enjoyed their favorite dances, and to prepare them for teen camp, the 
oldest two dorms learned swing dancing, which they practiced at a special evening 
dance activity where our staff taught the proper way to interact. Before each meal 
the facility lead would excitedly tell the kids the menu, which inevitably resulted in 
cheers. Pizza, hamburgers, and even the oatmeal was gone every day! The food was 
definitely a highlight. At campfire everyone sang, performed skits, received some 
awards and ended with a nighttime story by Mr. Mario Seiglie with examples of Old 
Testament Bible Explorers. At the end of camp, we handed out the John Cafourek 
Leadership Award to one camper in each dorm who showed true leadership and self-
lessness. The campers had a huge role in choosing this awardee as they definitely no-
ticed when one of their own shined. The winners of the award were: Eleanor Creech 
G1, Chessa Wetmore G2, Aliya Wetmore G3, Mallory Light G4, Ellie Griswold G5, 
Ethan Pate B1, Riley Pate B2, and Liam Pendergast B3. We are looking forward to 
Camp Ochoco 2023!

Jeff Richards

Camp Ironwood
This was the 21st year that United has held a preteen camp at the beautiful out-

door country setting of Ironwood Springs Christian Ranch near Stewartville, Min-
nesota. There were 140 of us: 70 campers (which included 10 mini dorm campers 
under age five), 19 teens and 51 adult staff who enjoyed four days of living, playing 
and working together “God’s way.”

God blessed the camp with His protection and good health for campers and staff. 
He also provided beautiful weather for all four days. We praised and thanked God 
for His loving kindness.

One of our camp goals was to enrich the campers’ lives by giving them opportu-
nities to build relationships with other children who share common beliefs and to 
deepen their relationship with God by getting to know more about their loving Fa-
ther through daily Christian living and music classes. The theme of this year’s camp 
was “The Bible—The Word of God.” Christian living classes emphasized God’s Word 
and the miracle that we can read and learn from Him. In classes the children and 
teens learned that all Scripture is inspired by God and contains the answers to all of 
life’s questions. The theme was emphasized throughout the day in activities and in 
the evening wrap-up dorm time. We focused our final Christian living class on God, 
who as a loving Father, has given campers His Word to guide and direct their paths. 
The campers enjoyed watching Jelly’s newest video, “Jelly and the Good Book Re-
port” and immediately started trying to memorize the words to the song. 

Camp Ironwood is a family camp to which many parents bring all their chil-
dren—preteens, teens and preschoolers—to spend four days together in a loving and 
nurturing family environment. This year we had a wonderful group of teens who 
served as assistant counselors and activity assistants and were the big brothers and 
sisters to the campers. Adult staff included many dedicated and hard-working par-

ents serving as activity coordinators, counselors and support staff. They also enjoyed 
the opportunities to interact with their children during the day. 

Preteen Camp Ironwood began 2001 with directors Steve and Kathe Myers. We 
invited them to return to Camp Ironwood to see the fruits of their labor over 21 years 
ago. The campers and staff thanked them for their foresight in beginning the camp 
which has made lasting memories and impacted hundreds of campers and teens over 
the years.

It was a fun-filled four days with a variety of activities including horseback rid-
ing, swimming, tubing down a steep hill, arts and crafts, field games, climbing wall, 
archery, creek walk, team challenge, slingshot and a visit to the petting zoo, as well 
as evening activities which included a sing-a-long, campfire, carnival, novelty Olym-
pics, treasure hunt and a fun evening of dancing with Jelly.

One parent who has served with his wife at the camp for many years said: “It was a 
great camp. We think it was our favorite camp so far. Everyone was very open, friend-
ly, relaxed, helping one another. It felt like a mini Feast of Tabernacles.”

Dan Lausted and Jamie Schreiber made a video and slide show of pictures for 
campers to recall special camp memories:

Video: https://1drv.ms/v/s!AjiU1xvglw9eodFsEPP8GIq1xrzTkg?e=MfaErr
Slideshow: https://1drv.ms/v/s!AjiU1xvglw9eoc8e4SPy7aX2Adm4pQ?e=g5iUr6
The friendships, camaraderie, nurturing family environment and working and 

playing together according to God’s way of life, is an experience that those who at-
tended Camp Ironwood this summer will not soon forget. 

We praise God and are grateful to Him for another successful year at Camp 
Ironwood!

David Schreiber
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Camp Wildrose had a wonderful comeback summer session! Thank you for the 
prayers for good weather—it was warm and sunny all five days of camp! Camp Wil-
drose is located on a country property near a large lake in the area of Darwell, Alberta. 
Joining us this year were 26 campers, ages 5 to 15, and 24 volunteers, including four 
teen counselors who worked wonderfully with the youth, and participated in many 
activities. Attendees traveled from all over Alberta, from as far west as British Colum-
bia and as far east as Ontario. 

Our theme this year was “Appreciating Our Differences—Showing Love and Ser-
vice to One Another.” Christian living lessons focused on building our spiritual bonds, 
showing godly love and learning to work together harmoniously, while appreciating 
our God-given differences that make us special and important in God’s plan. Our first 
morning session taught a lesson in perseverance and trusting in our Creator to supply 
everything we need. The second session took a look into our spiritual suitcase to see 
if we packed everything we needed for an enriching camp experience, full of godly 
character traits. 

Campers especially enjoyed a number of water sports this year. They went tubing and 
canoeing and had splashy fun on a giant slip n’ slide. The other favorite activities were 
archery, making lanterns during craft time, volleyball, group tag games, teamwork chal-

lenges, outdoor education, technology class and soccer. The youngest campers had fun 
doing a treasure hunt, building boats and bubble wands and playing parachute games. 
Everyone enjoyed fireside time each night with special treats and activities. Adults and 
children worked in groups to create human machines in the machine charades game. 
One evening was dedicated to a dance party in which everyone joined in the hilarious 
fun of musical chairs, various line dances, the hokey pokey and the limbo. 

The Sabbath day was a special time of extra fellowship and rest. Pastor Erickson 
gave a morning message reminding us to look to the creation to learn about God, and 
how in His creation of us, He had a definite purpose. The church services were run by 
many of our older youth and they did a fabulous job! The skills the teens learned in 
technology class helped them assist in the setup and cybercast. Thank you to all who 
served and made our worship special. 

On our final day, we participated in laughter-filled picnic games! These in-
cluded pie and watermelon eating contests and races with volunteers and youth 
competing against each other! It was a day of great unity before our goodbyes. We 
are already making plans and looking forward to Camp Wildrose, 2023! We hope 
you can join us!

Susan Davis

Canada Camp

This year we held our first youth camp in Yagoua, a city in the northern 
region of Cameroon. Yagoua is 1,617 kilometers from Douala, a 42-hour drive. 
Yagoua is on the border of Cameroon across from the Chad city Bongor. The 
Logone River separates the two countries and the two cities. The two tribes are 
mainly the Massa tribes and speak the same local language.

In this far-north region during the dry season the temperature can go up to 
40° Celsius (104° Fahrenheit) in the shade from March to May. The favorable 
months to hold the youth camp are July and August, which are in the rainy sea-
son, when the temperature drops to 19 or 20°C (66-68°F) during the day and 
15°C (59°F) at night.

Our youth camp was July 18-25 with 20 campers and four members for 
supervision. We rented the Sentinel Club site for accommodation and a meals 
hall for our activities. We also used Yagoua Youth and Physical Education 
Complex Stadium, a public institution. We will be using the Sentinel Club as 

our Feast site this year.
The theme of our youth camp was “Becoming Sons and Daughters of God.” 

For Christian living class, we used material from the home office. The daily 
themes were “Meet the Family” (day one), “Built on Love” (day two), “Sticks 
Together” (day three) and “Family Forever” (day four).

On the Sabbath, the sermonette was given by Jean Paul Biena (family unity). 
The sermon was given by Moise Mabout (why did God create the family?).

Compared to other activities, football is the dominant and most practiced 
sport in Cameroon. Coordination during the camp was not easy—almost all 
campers were attending a youth camp for the first time. However, they are an-
ticipating another camp for next year.

We hope that next year we will have a single camp for all campers in Camer-
oon despite the great distance that separates them.

Moise Elisée Mabout

Cameroon Camp

From Sunday, July 24-31, a British Isles family camp was held. This camp, which 
was substantially funded by UCG British Isles, welcomed 80 campers, parents and 
staff from England, Scotland, Germany, Italy, Sweden, Estonia and the Netherlands. 
The Wilderness Centre near Mitcheldean, Gloucestershire, an English country estate 
with 30 acres and glorious views, was the perfect location for a week of adventure, 
bonding and new experiences for campers aged 4-18 years old.

Instructors from the Wilderness Centre led activities onsite including air riflery, 
archery, crate stacking with high ropes, orienteering, bushcraft, team building and 
crawling through an underground tunnel maze. 

On two other days we ventured further afield to local attractions. Our first excursion 
was an exhausting yet satisfying morning canoeing and kayaking on the River Wye. 
Our second trip was to the Clearwell Caves where we explored the old iron mine and 

limestone cave system. An added bonus was the magnificent underground sculpture 
exhibition and a mid-caving experience for those who were feeling more adventurous!

Campers slept in tents or dorms and participated in daily Bible discussions on 
the camp theme, “The Armor of God.” On the Sabbath, several brethren from the 
Gloucester congregation visited.

Parents and volunteers prepared delicious meals for the large group, as well as pro-
viding arts and crafts and sporting activities and leading special music.

There were many opportunities to fellowship, catch up with old friends and make 
new ones. Most importantly, it was a very joyful, challenging and positive experience 
for the younger generation of God’s Church, and we are thankful for His blessing on 
this event and for making this reunion possible.

Michelle Kasper

British Isles Camp

PhilippinesCanada Congo
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With the theme, “Becoming Sons and Daughters of God,” United Youth Camps 
Philippines 2022 was held at Eden Nature Park and Resort in Davao City July 17-23. 
A total of 48 campers made up two female and two male dorms. Serving them were 32 
volunteer staff. The camp was filled with a spiritually uplifting series of Christian living 
classes (CLCs), carefully planned workshops and outdoor activities.

Each day started with prayer and meditation time, housekeeping, physical exercise 
and a hearty breakfast. CLCs provided spiritual food for the campers before participat-
ing in workshops and activities scheduled for the day. The CLCs covered an overview 
of this year’s themes: steps in becoming sons and daughters of God, making the right 
choices, and baptism counseling. Every day concluded with a compass check, in which 
campers and staff shared lessons learned during the day. 

The workshops included first-aid training, personality development, career guid-
ance, dance, basic journalism, public speaking, song leading, webcasting, baking, 
soap-making and flower arrangement.

Campers enjoyed sports activities like basketball, softball, soccer and swimming. 

Each camper conquered his/her fear of heights by going on sky rides harnessed to over-
head cables: zipline, sky cycle and sky wheel.

On the sixth day (Friday), the campers went fishing, trekking and hiking to hone 
their wilderness skills. Campers got to cook rice and chicken in bamboo on an open 
fire while broiling corn and grilling hotdogs on the side. The day concluded with a Bible 
forum where campers had the opportunity to ask questions.

The camp concluded on the Sabbath of July 23 with a Bible Bowl in the morning, 
Sabbath services in the afternoon, a Filipiñana-themed talent show and a recogni-
tion program in the evening. Leadership, Extra-Mile, Congeniality, and Most Im-
proved Camper awards were given to deserving campers. Campers and staff came 
in Filipino costumes, performed Philippine folk songs and dances and were treated 
to Filipino food.

Departures on Sunday morning were punctuated with tearful goodbyes as campers 
and staff bade each other farewell. This, by far, was our best camp ever!

Epifanio Rey Evasco

Philippines Camp

Finally, after having only online summer camps for children and youth for two 
years during the pandemic, we were able to have a combined preteen and youth camp 
from Aug. 8-14, 2022. We met in a region known as the “eternal spring” of Mexico—Cu-
ernavaca. It is only an hour away from Mexico City at “Camp Lomas Pinar.”

It was a blessing to have exclusive use of this beautiful, verdant place for camp. It 
has a multi-purpose living and dining room with a fireplace and a kitchen with ample 
space for food preparation and dishwashing. In addition, it features two multi-pur-
pose outdoor courts and several other recreational areas. The rooms and cabins were 
very comfortable and sheltered us from some evening rain during the camp.

The theme of the camp was “Anchors Away!” The concept was used in the daily 
Bible classes, arts and crafts, sports and other activities. The kids were asked to “anchor 
themselves” with the biblical principles learned from this camp while having a lot of fun. 

We encouraged them to read God’s manual—the Bible—in order to navigate our 
“ship of life.” Then, they were to use the “spyglass” of hope to look positively at whatev-
er the future holds and to use the map of the Bible to ask ourselves “where is our true 
treasure?” Finally, we used the symbol of the anchor again, but this time upside down, 
so that everyone could “anchor” themselves upward to God through our High Priest, 
Jesus Christ (Hebrews 6:19-20).

Both children and teens received daily Bible classes from two ministers, Jaime Díaz 
from Chile and Gabriel Garcia, from Mexico. Gabriel’s wife, Andrea, and Jaime’s wife,  

Lorena, helped coordinate many of the activities. We also had a fine support team: for 
food processing—Roberto Hernandez and his wife Eufemia, Gregorio Santana and his 
wife Martina, Ana de la Cruz and Javier Medina. The activities for children and youth were 
coordinated by Blanca Aguirre, German Alvarado, Jair Ventura and Hector Alejandro.

During the week we did various sports, two dances, recreational activities of all kinds 
(including an inflatable bounce castle for the children) and spent a whole day at a water park. 

On Sabbath morning, the ministers travelled to Mexico City to conduct services 
for the whole country. Once services were over, they returned to the camp to carry 
out the Sabbath services with the preteens and youth. The youth participated in the 
songleading, sermonette and special music. What a joy it is to see the youth partic-
ipating in godly things!

The campers and staff came from several regions of Mexico: Acapulco, Nayarit, Tabas-
co, Veracruz, Chiapas and Mexico City. We also had some children travel from Temuco, 
Chile. There were 18 teenagers, 15 children and 17 adults who participated in the camp. 

We want to first give thanks to God for this beautiful opportunity to care for the 
Church’s children at the camp. We’d also like to thank those who helped and served 
tirelessly in such a noble and dedicated way, to the parents who trusted in the whole or-
ganization to care for their children and to the teens and children for their joy and their 
desire to anchor their souls with God. We can’t wait until next year!

Gabriel García

Mexico Camp

This year we held the youth camp in Lubumbashi, Democratic Republic of the 
Congo. Lubumbashi is on the Haut Katanga, not far to the border with the Repub-
lic of Zambia. In this region, at this time of year, the temperature is 18 degrees 
Celsius in the shade.

We had 31 campers and eight members for supervision. We rented a Catholic mon-
astery for accommodation and a meals hall for our activities. The monastery will be our 

Feast site in future years.
The theme of our youth camp was “Becoming Sons and Daughters of God.” For the 

Christian living classes, we used material from the home office. The daily themes were 
“Meet the Family,” “Built on Love,” “Sticks Together” and “Family Forever.” This year’s 
physical activities were basketball, archery and other sports challenges.

Moïse Elisée Mabout

Congo Camp

United Youth Camp Colombia took place in Chinácota, Norte de Santander, at the 
Hotel Boutique-Colonial for the second consecutive year.

Some young people could not attend due to pending academic activities. Although 
there were fewer campers, nine in total, the experience was very pleasant for them and 
for the staff.

Camp lasted five days, from June 27 to July 1, in which we enjoyed many activities 
and the weather cooperated. We had a new staff member this year, Blanca Nubia Cano, 
who is a member of the Church and an expert teacher in recreation. She kept the young 
people on their toes guessing what the next surprise activity would be. 

This year, the young people enjoyed new games such as the aerial challenge, a high 
swing and the mechanical bull: “pure adrenaline,” but very fun. We also enjoyed our tra-
ditional dance. We were not able to have our bonfire this year, but we gathered around a 
table with candles and shared jokes and stories.

The campers also had a special activity in which they showed off their sculpting skills 
by working with clay. Despite not having an oven to finish their creations, they still made 
some original figures.

This year’s Christian living classes and compass checks, held every morning and af-

ternoon, dealt with three main themes: meditate, act and persevere. We wanted every 
physical activity to revolve around those three essential principles of Christian life. Ev-
ery morning we would sing and pray together before walking down a beautiful flow-
ery pathway to the restaurant. With the topics covered in the classes, we hope to have 
reawakened an urgency in our youth about their need to strengthen their relationship 
with God and our Lord Jesus Christ. We want them to draw closer to Him as this world 
exerts a powerful attraction which is contrary to true knowledge and God’s way of life.

We proposed a challenge to our campers that they read all four gospels by camp 
next year; we also encouraged them to be more ambitious and read the entire Bible. 
One of the campers’ mothers printed several sheets with passages from the Bible, which 
we taped on the walls and doors of the facility where we stayed. At the end of camp, we 
distributed those sheets among all of the campers and encouraged them to tape them in 
places in their homes where they could read them every day. It was very gratifying to see 
the progress that the young people have made in the last year in their desire to be better 
every day. We want to thank all those who contributed to making this essential annual 
activity for our dear campers possible.

Jaime Salek

Colombia Camp
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around Feast time, but why?
In biblical terms, mountains often denote a govern-

ment, king or ruler; likewise a hill may describe lesser 
or smaller governments. Simply put, this scripture is a 
reminder that the government Jesus Christ is bringing 
with Him at His return will overpower and replace all 
other forms of government on Earth at that time. Rev-
elation 11:15 says this very clearly, “The kingdoms of 
this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!”

It’s interesting to note in Isaiah’s account that when 
speaking of this new government, it says that all na-
tions shall “flow to it.” After Jesus Christ arrives on the 
scene, most people will be ready for a form of govern-
ment that really works!

Ready for a change
The next verse in Isaiah continues with this theme 

of people wanting a change: “Many people shall come 
and say, ‘Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the 
Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach 
us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths.’ For out of 
Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem” (2:3). People will want to learn more 
about not only God’s form of government, but His in-
structions on how to live life.

We must remember the time we are living in now. 
It is a time when most people reject God’s laws and 
instead do what they think is best. This is the result of 
Satan’s deception and influence on this world (2 Cor-
inthians 4:4). With Satan being removed and unable 
to influence the world (Revelation 20:1-3), people will 
begin to see clearly that Satan’s ways—their old ways—
didn’t work out so well. They’ll see that it wasn’t just 
our human systems of government that were bad, it 
was our human way of thinking.

Simply put, this scripture is a reminder that the 
government Jesus Christ is bringing with Him at His 
return will overpower and replace all other forms of 
government on earth at that time.

God foretold in Jeremiah’s time that a day was 

In biblical terms, mountains often denote a government, king or 
ruler; likewise a hill may describe lesser or smaller governments.

coming when people would have His laws—His way 
of thinking—written in their hearts (Jeremiah 31:31-
34). The apostle Paul puts it this way in Colossians 3:8-
10, “But now you yourselves are to put off all these: 
anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of 
your mouth. Do not lie to one another, since you have 
put off the old man with his deeds, and have put on 
the new man who is renewed in knowledge according 
to the image of Him who created him.” When Christ 
rules the earth, nearly all of those on it will want to 
give up their old ways like anger and lies which led to 
death, and instead seek righteous knowledge that leads 
to life. More than the knowledge itself, they will have 
the desire to live this way!

A lasting solution

The section in Isaiah concludes with verse 4, “He 
shall judge between the nations, and rebuke many 
people; they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war anymore.” If we’re living under Christ’s direct su-
pervision, it might sound weird that some nations will 
be rebuked (corrected). Why would this be?

Once again, we must remember what people will 
have just experienced in the Tribulation and seven 
trumpet plagues. It will have been a time of worldwide 
war, pandemics, riots, starvation and more. There will 
be a lot of people looking to place blame. They will want 
to take their hurt feelings out on others. Change will not 
happen overnight. In Zechariah 14 we read that if na-
tions choose not to obey God, they will receive no rain.

The good news, though, is that people will learn 
quickly. Once they learn, they will begin to experi-
ence a time of peace and prosperity they had always 
dreamed of, but never had. It truly will be a time un-

like anything humans have ever known. It’s a time only 
possible through the perfect rulership of Jesus Christ.

The changes that Isaiah prophesied about are hard 
to imagine. What will it be like to have a truly good 
government? What will it be like when people want to 
know what God is teaching? How much joy will there 
be when the whole world begins to experience true 
prosperity, and an opportunity at salvation?

As you prepare for the Feast this year, don’t forget 
to enjoy and savor the good memories you are making 
with family and friends. But beyond that, make sure you 
remember what the Feast represents, how the world will 
change and your special calling in being a part of it. Un-
til then, we can all pray: Thy Kingdom Come! GN
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Let Us Go Up To the 
Mountain of the Lord
The Feast of Tabernacles is 
first and foremost a Festival of 
God and a Festival that has a 
purpose.

By Dan Preston
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As a kid, I remember well the anticipation of getting 
ready to go to the Feast each year. We would borrow 
suitcases from grandparents, get the car loaded up the 
night before, and set out before sunrise the next morn-
ing. We often went to St. Petersburg, Florida, for the 
Feast since we had family in the area, and all of us en-
joyed the beach!

Traveling today isn’t quite the challenge it was when 
I was a kid. We didn’t have DVD players or a minivan to 
spread out in. Instead, I had my older brother and sister 
in the back seat of our family sedan, and only school-
work and “license plate bingo” (look it up) to keep me 
entertained.

At any rate, those are great memories and ones I will 
cherish forever. But they aren’t the reason we keep the 
Feast. The Feast of Tabernacles is first and foremost a 
Festival of God and a Festival that has a purpose. That 
purpose is to remind us of a future time coming to this 
earth. Jesus Christ is returning to this planet to usher 
in an existence unlike anything we’ve ever seen. Simply, 
we refer to it as the Millennium, which is the first 1,000 
years of the Kingdom of God.

This will occur only after very difficult times on this 
earth leading to the return of Jesus Christ (pictured by 
the Feast of Trumpets). While those called to be first-
fruits will be spirit beings once Christ returns, there will 
still be mortal humans on Earth who have just endured 
a time of worldwide war, famine and disease. They will 
be shocked and scared for their very lives. It might take 
some time for them to understand and adjust to this 
new government that is based on love and truly has 
their best interests at heart. A lot of things will change 
when God’s government is established. Let’s take a look 
at just three of those things in this article.

A new beginning

Isaiah 2:2 reads, “Now it shall come to pass in the 
latter days that the mountain of the Lord’s house shall 
be established on the top of the mountains, and shall 
be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow 
to it.” You’ve probably heard this scripture read a lot 

It truly will be a time unlike 
anything humans have ever known. 
It’s a time only possible through the 
perfect rulership of Jesus Christ.



ally, even our whole life, belongs to God. As a result, 
He has the authority to command us in every regard—
since we are His, then there is nothing in our lives over 
which God does not have authority! 

God does not dictate the fate of everything we 
earn, but rather gives clear instruction that we are to 
“honor the LORD with [our] possessions” (Proverbs 
3:9). There are a number of ways we do so, including 
offerings at His Holy Days, but the biggest amount per 
God’s law, by far, comes from tithing. 

Jesus is saying that giving those, as is said in the 
U.S., chunks of change is part of how God causes us 
to be changed! Following Christ’s admonition that 
“where your treasure is, there your heart will be also,” 
we can understand that the three tithes show us where 
God is commanding us to put our heart. 

God’s Holy Tithes Direct Our Heart to His Will

The first tithe has the effect of changing our heart 
into a heart for God’s work to be done. God is still 
working here on earth, and we can be a part of that 
work! When we send our first tithe to the Church, plac-
ing it into God’s hands, we become personally invested 
in preaching the gospel to the world, making disciples 
and caring for those disciples. We have then contribut-
ed our own resources to the effort and put our own skin 
in the game. When we give first tithe, we can remem-
ber how we benefited from the tithes of others, giving 
thanks for how we first learned God’s truth and asking 
God to bless our contribution to help others learn His 
ways and find support through our pastors and congre-
gations. 

The second tithe develops in us a heart of obedi-
ence. Deuteronomy 12:14, in instructing us to go and 
keep God’s festivals, says “there you shall do all that I 
command you.” Laying up the second tithe for our fam-
ily gives us the resources to go and do what God has 
commanded. In keeping the Holy Days, we not only 
humbly reflect on and rejoice in the blessings He has 
given us, but we also learn more deeply about His plan 
of salvation and connect with His people in fellowship. 
In this way, the second tithe cultivates obedience to 
God’s entire law and sets our heart toward obeying Him 
in every part of our lives.

Psalm 19:7 states, “The law of the LORD is perfect, 
converting the soul; the testimony of the LORD is sure, 
making wise the simple.” Is that true when it comes to 
tithing? At the surface level, tithing can appear to be a 
mere physical commandment, ensuring that resources 
are given for God’s Work. However, the verse above in-
dicates that cannot be the whole story! Tithing, as part 
of God’s law, has a part in “converting the soul”—have 
we considered how it does so? And how does tithing 
impart wisdom to a person?

Tithing, like all of God’s commandments, teaches 
spiritual lessons about our Creator. Paul attests to this, 
saying, “For we know that the law is spiritual” (Romans 
7:14). Tithing is a spiritual command that has a spiri-
tual impact on us—converting our soul and bringing 
about meaningful changes in our minds and hearts.

In this article, let’s first briefly review God’s tith-
ing system and then consider the spiritual impact that 
God desires it to have on us as we obey Him!

The Heart-Treasure Connection

In Matthew 6:21, Jesus provides a critical insight 
on the human condition: “Where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.” I’ve often been quick to 
extrapolate these verses into broader terms than just 
money; however, it’s really worthwhile to reflect on the 
direct meaning, especially as it relates to tithing!

As part of the foundation of our relationship with 
God, we understand that everything we have materi-
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Tithing is a spiritual command that has a spiritual impact on us—
converting our soul and bringing about meaningful changes in 

our minds and hearts.

How Tithing Directs 
Our Hearts to God’s 
Purposes
Tithing, as part of God’s law, has 
a part in converting the soul.

By Steven Britt

GN|16 The Good News

The third tithe sets our heart on the outgoing love of 
God. God cares about all people—He doesn’t want any-
one to starve or suffer poverty or live on the street! Some-
times people find themselves in such situations by their 
own bad choices or problematic behavior and sometimes 
it’s through no fault of their own. But in every situation 
these people are hurting and God cares for them. The 
third tithe is only one of many commandments God 
gives regarding help for the poor, and the message for all 
of them is the same: God wants us to develop deep com-
passion for our fellow man. Whether it’s when we pay 
our taxes or whether we set aside third tithe beyond that, 
God wants our heart focused on those in this world who 
are in need. We ought also to recognize that we were all 
once spiritually poor, and God has given us exceedingly 
great riches with the precious knowledge of His truth!

In the Church of God, we use the term “first tithe” 
to describe the 10 percent that we give to the Church 
on an ongoing basis as we earn income. The purpose for 
first tithe in the Old Covenant was to pay the Levites as 
they carried out the daily, weekly and annual work as-
sociated with God’s Tabernacle (Numbers 18:21), being 
organized and directed by the priests. Likewise, the tithe 
from United Church of God (UCG) members today 
partly supports the workers employed by the Church 
in our two-fold mission: to preach the gospel to all na-
tions and to prepare God’s people for the return of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Of course, there is much, much more 
the first tithe is used for other than employees of the 
Church, such as providing meeting places for the Sab-
bath and Holy Days, printing and mailing literature, the 
internet and advertising to name a few.

In Deuteronomy 14:22-27, we find more tithing in-
structions that are clearly in a different category than the 
first tithe. Although the term “second tithe” is not used, 
we find a stark difference from the tithe described in 
Numbers 18—rather than being given to the Levites as 
income, God says in Deuteronomy 14:23, “you shall eat 

before the LORD . . . the tithe.” Specifically, this additional 
tithe was to be consumed by the person and his family! 
And not just at any time or place, but “in the place where 
He chooses to make His name abide” (Deuteronomy 
14:23), which is a reference to the timing of God’s Holy 
Day festivals (compare Deuteronomy 16:11).

As a Church today, we understand that we are com-
manded to keep all of God’s Holy Days, and the second 
tithe provides the financial means to do so. To be clear, our 
second tithe is not sent to the Church, but rather we keep 
that 10 percent in our own possession to afford travel, din-
ing and rejoicing at each of God’s festivals throughout the 
year, fulfilling God’s special command that “you shall re-
joice, you and your household” (Deuteronomy 14:26). 

Another tithe, which we call “third tithe,” is described 
in Deuteronomy 14:28-29 and was to take place every 
third year. We see that it is separate and distinct from the 
other two because God commanded “you shall store it up 
within your gates” and “the Levite… the stranger and the 
fatherless and the widow… may come and eat and be sat-
isfied” (Deuteronomy 14:28-29). It is to be consumed by a 
different group of people and in a different place than the 

other two tithes, showing it to be distinct. 
A modern observance of third tithe today would ide-

ally involve individuals keeping an additional 10 percent 
of their income in the specified years to share personal-
ly with those they know are in need or among Church 
brethren in need in other areas. However, the taxation 
and welfare systems present in many nations, including 
the U.S., already take above and beyond this amount from 
individuals for this same purpose. UCG has determined 
that one does not need to set aside third tithe in addition 
to those programs (see the UCG Study Paper titled “Third 
Tithe” at ucg.org/study-papers). On the other hand, for 
those desiring to aid the poor within the Church, UCG 
has a dedicated “Church Assistance Fund”—all moneys 
donated to that fund can only be used to help those in need.

God does not need us or our wealth to accomplish 
His purposes! But, as He shows throughout His Word, He 
most often chooses to operate that way, involving us as 
children in His work. Therefore, when it comes to tithing, 
we should be sure to learn and understand what the Fa-
ther is trying to teach us!

Steven Britt

Review: What Are the Three Tithes?



of Genesis 1:26 where God proclaims, “Let Us make 
man in Our image, according to Our likeness.” God 
made us to have dominion over the entire physical 
creation. He instructed Adam and Eve to fill the earth 
with other humans through procreation and to sub-
due the earth. The Hebrew word for subdue means to 
take care of or be the caretakers of the earth and its 
living things. This would help avoid chaos or destruc-
tion of God’s creation.

God then gave them specific instructions to obey, 
that they should not eat of a specific tree in the Garden 
of Eden, or they would die. He gave them the free will 
to decide which path they would take. They disobeyed 
God and sin (unrighteousness) came into the human 
family and death with it. God anticipated that such an 
occurrence would happen, as 1 Peter 1:18-20 reveals. 
God the Father and the Word devised a process to re-
deem them from the finality of death. The Word, who 
became Jesus Christ (John 1:14), would be at the cen-
ter of that plan. “For you know that it was not with 
perishable things such as silver or gold that you were 
redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to 
you from your forefathers, but with the precious blood 
of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. He was 
chosen before the creation of the world but was re-
vealed in these last times for your sake” (1 Peter 1:19-
20, New International Version). 

Sin has been transmitted throughout each gen-
eration and through the ages. What was to be a glo-
rious relationship with God was interrupted by sin. 
The anticipated union and oneness with God the 
Father and the Word would be delayed. It therefore 
became necessary that mankind be redeemed or 

reconciled from that death penalty. Mankind would 
experience physical death but could be spared from 
eternal death through a process of reconciliation 
and the sacrifice of Jesus to pay the penalty for all 
who choose to repent. 

Reconciliation requires repentance, an admis-
sion of wrongdoing and a concerted effort to change 
sinful behavior into righteousness. It is an essential 
element of the process of salvation or saving an indi-
vidual from the ultimate penalty of eternal death. The 
intention was to bring God’s sons and daughters to a 
restored state of unity, harmony and oneness with the 
God family. 2 Corinthians 5:18-19 states this process 
clearly. “Now all things are of God, who has reconciled 
us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us 
the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in 
Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing 
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Being at One With 
God and Each Other

There is a special way in 
which we, as children of 
God, can glorify God.

A Personal Financial Review with God
We all need to have an occasional financial review 

with God. Take time to consider God’s law person-
ally, and ask: Am I faithfully following God’s tithing 
commands? Have I understood what God wants me 
to learn by doing so? Am I really engaging my mind 
and heart? Make it a habit to pray about the purpose 
of what you are giving whenever you fulfill the com-
manded tithes.

Tithing is a big deal, and it’s important not to take 
this act of worship for granted as we go on fulfilling it 
year after year. We work hard for the money that we 
earn, and to willingly give it over to God at His com-
mand requires ongoing humility and faith! 

But tithing goes far beyond an exercise of physi-
cal obedience—it is about God directing our heart to 
where He wants it to go. God wants our heart to be 
invested in His Work. God wants a heart that will “go 
and do” all His commands, including keeping His fes-
tivals. God wants a heart that is generous and inclined 
to the needy.

If we obey God in this and worship Him not just in 
the flesh but with understanding in the Spirit, then His 
law will have the intended effect, “converting the soul” 
and “making wise the simple.” GN

The question has often been asked, “Why did God 
create humankind?” Isaiah 43:6-7 refers to us as His 
sons and daughters. This denotes a family relationship, 
which God our Father clearly desires. We were creat-
ed for God’s glory as verse 7 states, “Everyone who is 
called by My name, whom I have created for My glo-
ry.” God created us to love and to be loved by Him. 1 
John 3:1 says, “Behold what manner of love the Father 
has bestowed on us, that we should be called children 
of God!” In a family relationship, individuals are to 
love one another and to love each other and to grow in 
that love, one for the other.

There is a special way in which we, as children of 
God, can glorify God and love Him and that is through 
our actions called righteousness. God the Father has 
co-existed along with the Word before time began. The 
Word took human form and became Jesus Christ for 
a specific purpose. John 1:14 reveals this truth to us. 
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and 
we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten 
of the Father, full of grace and truth.” God the Father 
and the Word were at one with one another. They are 
at one in purpose, character and essence. From the be-
ginning this was God’s purpose for us as well, that we 
be at one with Them in the same manner. 

Man’s journey in life is one of separation from 
God brought about by our bad choices called sin. The 
beginning of man’s journey towards having the type 
of relationship God desires for us begins in the book 

their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the 
word of reconciliation”.

It was necessary that an atonement be made for the 
sins perpetrated by the human family and that the only 
Being who could perform that sacrifice was the Word, 
who took the form of a human in Jesus Christ. Jesus ac-
cepted this role willingly out of His love for the Father 
and each of us. He completed this sacrifice through the 
shedding of His blood and death on the stake.

It opened the door for us to be united to the God 
family, which has always been the goal of our heav-
enly Father. Romans 3:24-25 states it this way: “Being 
justified freely by His grace through the redemption 
that is in Jesus Christ whom God set forth as a propiti-
ation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His 
righteousness, because in His forbearance God had 
passed over the sins that were previously committed.” 
Colossians 1:14 says it similarly, “Through his blood, 
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his 
grace.” This grace, that the Father has bestowed upon 
us, is a rich gift that He extends to us out of His love for 
His children and not something that we have earned.

Another important element of our becoming at 
one with the Father and the Word involves the re-
moval of the arch enemy, Satan, who involved himself 
into the lives of the first humans, Adam and Eve, and 
has continued to do so in all of our lives. The Day of 
Atonement signifies an important event in the lives of 
all living beings. The word atonement means to “cov-
er over one’s debt” which the blood of Christ did, our 
debt for our sins. 

The Azazel goat (scapegoat) spoken of in Leviticus 
16:21-22 represents Satan. “And the goat shall bear 
upon him all their iniquities unto a land which is cut 
off, and he shall let go the goat in the wilderness.” Satan 
is the name of that being inhabiting the wilderness. We 
see in Revelation 20:1-3 that event being fulfilled after 
Christ’s return to earth. “Then I saw an angel coming 
down from heaven, having the key to the bottomless 
pit and a great chain in his hand. He laid hold of the 
dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, 
and bound him for a thousand years; and he cast him 
into the bottomless pit and shut him up and set a seal 
on him, so that he should deceive the nations no more 
till the thousand years were finished.” With Satan out 
of the picture, the human family will enjoy an unprec-
edented period of peace on earth.

What does God require of us for this tremendous 
gift He has chosen to give to us? “Fear God and keep 
His commandments” (Ecclesiastes 12:13). There is an-
other important element of achieving oneness with the 
God family and with us as children of the living God. 
There is a deep-seated need and desire for all of us to 
be at one with each other as well. We need to eliminate 

By Roy Fouch

Reconciliation requires repentance, an admission of wrongdoing 
and a concerted effort to change sinful behavior into 

righteousness.

Continued on next page

The intention was to bring God’s 
sons and daughters to a restored 
state of unity, harmony and oneness 
with the God family.
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We cannot be truly reconciled to 
God if we are not also reconciled to 
one other.



sinning against God. Our service can’t be about what we 
can do, but what God can do through us. This is where 
we need to focus on being service-centered rather than 
self-centered. We can’t take God’s grace and use it as 
an opportunity to serve ourselves, but rather, “through 
love serve one another” (Galatians 5:13).

Knowing that God is love (1 John 4:8), it comes as 
no surprise that we are to do this. The first three verses 
of 1 Corinthians 13 make it clear that we can spend 
our entire lives in the service of man, teaching scrip-
ture, prophesying and feeding every hungry mouth. If 
we do all of that with the wrong motivation and atti-
tude, we are nothing. So, we must ask ourselves: Why 
do I serve? Is it a glory to myself or to God?

All that we have has been given to us by God— 
not earned but bestowed upon us by our Creator. 
We serve 1) because it is commanded by Him and 2) 
because God’s spirit softens and molds our hearts to 
desire what’s best for others, to “esteem [them] better 
than ourselves” (Philippians 2:3-4).

This looking out for the needs of others comes in 
many shapes and sizes, and it takes the entire body, 
“joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, 
according to the effective working by which every part 
does its share, causes growth of the body for the edify-
ing of itself in love” (Ephesians 4:16).

3. Service looks different for different people.

It is human nature to start comparing ourselves to 
others, which should prompt us to maybe think about 
who our service shines a light on one more time. For 
some reason, because some service is required to be 
done in the view of the congregation, that service can 
be looked at as somehow better service than others. In 
that way, the service that can be seen can act as blind-
ers to us, but only if we let it!

One could argue that the greatest service we can 
offer is the work done in private. Matthew 6:1-4 says: 
“Take heed that you do not do your charitable deeds 
before men, to be seen by them … But when you do a 
charitable deed, do not let your left hand know what 
your right hand is doing, that your charitable deed 
may be in secret; and your Father who sees in se-
cret will Himself reward you openly.” Service doesn’t 
need to be grandiose or flashy. Scripture often says 
small things result in great things! Small faith moves 
great mountains. A tiny ant is worth our consider-
ation because of the mighty work she accomplishes 
working as a colony. And we are told that God calls 
the weak things of the earth, to show His great pow-
er. Small things, when done right, have a mighty and 
lasting impact. An ant on its own does very little, but 
when the whole colony does their own job, all the 
work gets done. Everyone is cared for, fed and well. 
God tells us to consider the ant for reasons such as 
this (Proverbs 6:6).

In 1 Corinthians 12, the entire chapter lays out 
how this works within the ecclesia. In fact, a diversity 
of gifts produces unity when we all have one spirit, 
one faith, one hope, one Lord. If we remain centered 
on these things, our service will not be done in vain. 
We can honor God with our lives. It’s not always con-
sidered an easy life, but nothing ever worth having 
comes easy, does it? So, “… let us not grow weary 
while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we 
do not lose heart. Therefore, as we have opportunity, 
let us do good to all, especially to those who are of the 
household of faith” (Galatians 6:9-10).

As we prepare to be servants in the Kingdom of 
God, we must humbly follow the direction of God—
merely players on His stage. GN

“family feuds,” resentments, bitterness and unforgive-
ness among ourselves. We cannot be truly reconciled 
to God if we are not also reconciled to one another. 
Matthew 5:23-24 speaks to the importance of this is-
sue: “Therefore, if you bring your gift to the altar, and 
there remember your brother has something against 
you, leave your gift there before the altar and go your 
way. First be reconciled to your brother and then come 
and offer your gift.” We are admonished to rectify bro-
ken relationships if we are the offender. Relationships 
in which we harbor an unforgiving heart, hold onto 
bitterness, resentment and anger are contrary to God 
and His way of life. We need to make amends, apolo-
gize and restore a right relationship with our brothers 
and sisters. This is what God desires of each of us. This 
the only way we can truly be reconciled to God and be 
at one with everyone in the God family. 

The Day of Atonement and the process of reconcil-
iation contain key elements that provide for the means 
of the sons and daughters to finally fulfill God’s ulti-
mate purpose for us in the world tomorrow. We will 
be able to be the caretakers of God’s creation and be 
a part of the new order that the Father and the Word 
have designed for us. There are still wonderous things 
we will partake of that have not yet been revealed to us. 
It will be glorious, exciting and full of joy and peace. 
We owe it all to our loving Father and the Word who 
became man for our sakes. GN

A major job description for this role we have been 
given by our Creator is to follow Christ’s example of 
service. When we are doing our jobs properly, we de-
clare to the world that it is God who directs us, and His 
direction isn’t burdensome, rather it is perfect, pure 
and the way to a purpose-driven life! Romans 6:16 tells 
us, “Do you not know that to whom you present your-
selves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slave whom you 
obey.” Through obedience to God’s directions, we ac-
knowledge that He is the one in charge. So, we serve 
Him, and in serving Him we are then led to serve our 
fellow humanity.

1. You can’t properly serve others, unless 
you properly serve God.

The ecclesia has been given the directive to serve. 
Countless times we are told to love, pray for, care for, 
encourage, counsel, assemble with and help one an-
other. All of this is service. And yet we are told that 
service doesn’t matter if we are practicing lawlessness. 
“Not everyone who says to Me, “‘Lord, Lord,’ shall en-
ter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of 
My Father in heaven” (Matthew 7:21). The scripture 
continues to say that many people will be shocked to 
find out that all their acts of service were done in vain 
because they didn’t follow God’s direction. They didn’t 
serve God first.

It’s worthy to note that we, no matter how many 
good deeds we do or hungry mouths we feed, can in 
no way make ourselves right with God for the sins 
we have committed. The prophet Isaiah very vividly 
notes in Isaiah 64:6 that even our most righteous acts 
are like “filthy rags,” and we rely solely on the grace 
of God to be forgiven (Ephesians 2:8). It is through 
repentance from sins and receiving forgiveness that 
our bodies, our hands, all that we are, can be used in 
service of God—a living sacrifice, which is our rea-
sonable service (Romans 12:1).

Paul notes in 2 Timothy 2:19-21 that once we are 
cleansed, we are “a vessel for honor, sanctified and use-
ful for the Master, prepared for every good work.” If 
He is our Master, and we serve Him, then whatever 
we produce has His name on it. I used to work for a 
newspaper, and every week we would spend hours and 
hours designing a layout for all the stories and all the 
photographs we took that looked alluring and pleas-
ing to the eye. It was an artwork. But at the top of the 
newspaper each week it didn’t say “The Amber Duran 
News.” No, it donned the name of the newspaper. The 
company, the boss who hires us to do the work, claims 
ownership. And so, we are told that all we do—the 
good and the bad—can reflect on our God. We strive 
to emulate light and not darkness so that others will 
see and glorify God (Matthews 5:16). Proper service 
doesn’t shine a light on us, it shines a light on Him.

2. Service is all about the attitude.

The heart of the matter is that what’s in our heart 
truly matters. Romans 2 talks about the Jews, who had 
grown up with God’s law and the knowledge of what 
was good, and yet they were filled with pride for the 
physical works they did. In their hearts, they were still 

We Serve Because He 
Served First
We are preparing to be 
servants in the Kingdom 
of God.

By Amber Duran
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If He is our Master, and we serve 
Him, then whatever we produce has 
His name on it.

When William Shakespeare wrote, “All the 
world’s a stage, and all the men and women merely 
players,” he kind of had a point. If we think of life 
in that sense—us, you and I, as the players and the 
world’s the stage—who then is our director? Who 
wrote the script?

For those who are a part of the “ecclesia,” or the 
called-out ones, our creator God is our most-talented 
and qualified director. He composed the script! We 
look to God for our cues on how to live out this play 
called life. It is our great rehearsal for God’s coming 
Kingdom. Since the Bible is our script, we then must 
search it, study it, live and breathe it to build our god-
ly character. We rehearse so that when the big day 
finally comes, we will have been made ready. In this 
beautiful script, we are given the very example of God 
in the flesh. Jesus Christ’s life on this earth pointed to 
God the Father so His example is the example we fol-
low. Christ gave little heed to Himself, but rather He 
esteemed others better than Himself. He gave His all 
for us all. In Christ’s own words, “For even the Son of 
Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 
give His life a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45).
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Cleveland Ohio—After 
two years of scheduling, can-
celing and rescheduling (twice) 
due to COVID-19, the ladies of 
UCG Cleveland, Ohio finally suc-
ceeded in hosting their “Secret 
Garden” Women’s Enrichment 
Weekend from March 18-20, 2022.

The weekend began Friday 
evening with a welcome and in-
tro titled “Why a Garden?” by BJ 
Thomas, in which we learned why 
this theme was chosen, how our 
spiritual growth ties in with a gar-
den theme and that God’s plan for 
mankind began in a garden and 
will culminate with a beautiful 
garden setting. The introduction 
was followed by “get acquainted” 
activities presented by Kendall 
Waterhouse. Afterwards, we en-
joyed a beautifully decorated buf-
fet of finger foods and a mimosa/
juice bar. The renewing of existing 
friendships and the beginning of 
new ones was off to a great start.

On Sabbath morning, we be-
gan services blessed with the talents 
of several ladies who stepped up 
to provide special music: Mandie 
Cobb sang “Grow” (written by 

Mark Graham), Merri Ellen Wal-
ters sang “The Holy City” and the 
choir performed “I Will Anchor My 
Soul in Christ.” We were inspired!

We dug right into our gar-
dening and growth theme with a 
sermon by Mark Graham titled 
“God’s Plan in the Garden” which 
included a PowerPoint presenta-
tion. Mr. Graham had previously 
e-mailed attendees, inviting them 
to send him pictures of their gar-
dens. The ladies had responded 
abundantly, and the images were 
incorporated into the sermon.

After a break for lunch, the pre-
sentations began. These were giv-
en from every perspective—from 
ladies who had been attending for 
many years to those who were just 
recently baptized and from an old-
er teen girl. Analogies were made 
between physical gardening and 
weeding and their spiritual counter-
part. Lisa Skapura’s “Tools to Grow 
Your Garden” and “God is the Ul-
timate Gardener” provided us with 
useful spiritual gardening assets. We 
heard about the value of a positive 
outlook with Sarah Derstine’s “Who 
Told You That?” and were encour-

aged to help the growth of the next 
generation. We listened to tips on 
working our way through the prob-
lems that inevitably pop up in life, as 
presented by Kelly Thomas Mango’s 
“Manure Happens.” Olivia Thomas 
Mango gave an impromptu speech, 
“Winging It,” in which she talked 
about lessons we can draw from 
watching nature and birds. Finally, Su-
san Miller talked about being deeply 
rooted and led us in thought-provok-
ing questions to discuss.

Saturday evening continued 
with a dessert reception provided 
by the ladies of the North Canton 
congregation. They outdid them-
selves! They provided so many deli-
cious treats that we invited the hotel 
staff to come and share the desserts. 
I’m sure they were left with a very 
positive impression!

After the reception we had sev-
eral options for activities, including 
fellowship time. Those who felt 
creative could decoupage a per-
sonalized flowerpot. There was 
another optional activity the la-
dies loved—shopping. Handmade 
quilts were raffled, a silent auction 
featured dozens of themed baskets 

and a craft shop allowed a variety 
of donated handmade items to be 
purchased. All of this shopping was 
for a great cause—proceeds were 
divided between a local women’s 
shelter ($1,200) and the LifeNets 
fund for Ukraine ($2,000).

One of the most unexpected, 
but appreciated, blessings of the 
weekend took shape a few days be-
fore the event. Our local church au-
dio visual tech, Joe Horton, offered 
to do all that was necessary to pro-
vide Zoom streaming of the pro-
gram from the hotel. All the ladies 
who had registered previously but 
were unable to attend were contact-
ed with Zoom information.

On Sunday morning we had 
four presentations. Lisa Laureano’s 
title was “Weed It and Reap!” and 
she spoke about wisdom in the 
midst of trials. Paula Hribar provid-
ed a light-hearted, hilarious slide-
show presentation titled, “Being a 
Laughing Kookaburra.” It had us all 
in stitches! Debbie Kuhns presented 
“I Wanna Be Like You,” a presen-
tation in which she talked about 
planting seeds in the next gener-
ation. As a reinforcement to her 

theme, we each planted a flower in a 
child’s shoe as a reminder to pass on 
God’s truth to our children. Then 
Josie Howaniak ended the morning 
with a presentation titled “Seeds,” 
in which she shared her journey to 
conversion and lessons learned. She 
shared some movie clips from “The 
Chosen” and a music video titled 
“Seeds” by Kathy Mattea.

The weekend sadly came to a 
close around noon on Sunday. Our 
final event was a tug at the heart-
strings. In addition to setting up 
a backdrop for formal photo ops 
and taking a group photo, our local 
deacon (and photographer) Mark 
Skapura had roamed the room 
throughout the weekend unobtru-
sively taking candid photos. These 
images were worked into a slide-
show set to the recording of Mark 
Graham’s original song “Grow.” The 
sighs, laughter and cries of de-
light were overwhelming.

We left on a high note. We felt 
well-fed physically. But even more 
importantly, we were well-fed spir-
itually as we challenge ourselves to 
use what we learned and … grow.

Diane Webber & BJ Thomas

Cleveland Ladies Host “The Secret Garden”-Themed Enrichment Weekend

The ladies of UCG Cleveland, Ohio, held a successful women’s enrichment weekend. Katherine Rowland directed a choir.

It has been a year since we 
began publishing media reports, 
mainly from the Church’s inter-
national areas, asking for your 
prayers that the gospel would 
reach people everywhere with-
out hindrance. The scriptures 
tell us that God loves to hear the 
prayers of you, His faithful peo-
ple (Psalm 34:15; 1 John 5:14). 
Indeed, as the apostle James 
stated, “The earnest prayer of 
a righteous person has great 
power and produces wonderful 

results” (James 5:16, New Liv-
ing Translation). As new and 
updated media reports are pub-
lished in the MMS eNews and 
the United News in the weeks 
and months ahead, please con-
tinue your vital prayers that the 
good news of Jesus Christ and 
the Kingdom of God will reach 
people in greater power. 

In addition, we would like 
to ask if you would add another 
vital component to your prayers. 
Please pray especially for the 

many people God is calling so 
that they will be unhindered in 
learning and implementing the 
marvelous truths of the Bible 
(Matthew 22:14). In Jesus’ para-
ble of the sower and the seed, He 
said, “The sower sows the word. 
And these are the ones by the 
wayside where the word is sown. 
When they hear, Satan comes 
immediately and takes away 
the word that was sown in their 
hearts” (Mark 4:14-15).

But, it doesn’t have to be this 

way! We can all pray that God will 
help people resist the devil’s un-
seen aggression so that the seed 
of the gospel will put down roots 
in their lives so they can begin 
producing godly fruit (Matthew 
13:23). In His model prayer Je-
sus said, “And do not lead us into 
temptation, but deliver us from 
the evil one” (Matthew 6:13). As 
we pray this way for ourselves, 
we can also pray for these new, 
vulnerable “little ones” who God 
is calling (Matthew 10:42). This 

is so that they can withstand Sa-
tan’s toxic influence and deal ef-
fectively with life’s troubles and 
distractions while growing in and 
applying spiritual knowledge and 
understanding (Mark 9:41-42; 
John 17:15).

Below are the latest reports in-
cluding prayer requests for God’s 
help and guidance. 

Continued on page 21



Announcements20

Hendrix Carlisle Boyd

May 28, 2022

Steven Rowland  
& Amanda Richards

July 24, 2022

Joseph M. Kudirka

Sept 29, 1938- March 8, 2022

Melvin & Sadie Parks

65th Anniversary

Births

Hendrix Carlisle Boyd
Noah and Sonia Boyd of the 

Seattle, Washington, congregation 
are the proudest parents of their 
firstborn, Hendrix Carlisle Boyd. 
Hendrix arrived early Sabbath 
morning on May 28, 2022, after 
24 hours of labor. He is perfect in 
every way, weighing 7lbs. 12oz., 
and measuring 20 inches long.

Sonia suffered some challeng-

ing postpartum complications, but 
is now on the mend. The Boyds 
are immensely grateful to their 
congregation for the continued 
prayers and support they have re-
ceived from their Church family, 
and are thrilled to raise Hendrix in 
such a loving community.

Grandparents Don and Beth-
any Boyd of Des Moines, Iowa, 
and Trent and Tina Carlson of 
Seattle, Washington, have en-
joyed spoiling and snuggling 
their new grandson.

Weddings

Brian Scott & Kiley Burton
It is with great joy that the 

families of Kiley Ryan Burton 
and Brian Andrew Scott an-
nounce their marriage on May 
29, 2022 in Commerce, Georgia. 
Brian’s and Kiley’s friendship be-
gan when they were 13-year-old 
swing dance partners in Camp 
Woodmen’s dance competition 
and grew into love after graduat-

ing high school. They dated long 
distance for five years while both 
completed engineering degrees 
in two different states. The hap-
py-to-be-finally-married couple 
resides in Georgia and attends 
the Atlanta congregation.

Steven Rowland  
& Amanda Richards

Lisa and Jeff Richards from 
the Central Oregon congre-
gation are happy to announce 
the marriage of their daughter, 

Amanda to Steven Rowland, son 
of Katherine and Chris Row-
land from Cincinnati, Ohio. The 
wedding took place at the home 
office on July 24, 2022, and was 
officiated by Dr. Frank Dunkle. 
From the invitations to the graz-
ing table, the wedding cake and 
all the decorations in between 
were library and book themed 
sharing the couple’s personali-
ty with their friends and loved 
ones. Special moments includ-
ed the flash mob toast from the 

Brian Scott  
& Kiley Burton

May 29, 2022

Courtney Franke

Bachelor’s Degree

Alden Mapes

High School Diploma

Liz Mason

Master’s Degree

Graduations

Courtney Franke

Courtney Franke, daughter 
of Tim and Michele Franke of 
the Nashville, Tennessee, con-
gregation received her bachelor’s 
degree in pre-law from David 
Lipscomb University. She grad-
uated summa cum laude and her 
accomplishments include being 
named a SALT Scholar and par-
ticipating in the State of Alaska 
Internship.

Courtney enjoys serving at 
UYC camps. Her hobbies include 
traveling and photography. With 
her bachelor’s degree complete, 
Courtney plans to work while 
continuing to law school.

Alden Mapes

Alden Skye Mapes, daughter of 
Stephen and Lori Amber Mapes of 
the Frisco, Colorado, congregation, 
graduated in the top 10 percent of 
her high school class. A member of 
the National Honor Society, Alden is 
also an Advanced Placement Schol-
ar with Distinction. She has received 
the Outstanding Musician Award 
and an Outstanding Scholastic 
Achievement in Math and Science.

In addition to her academic 
endeavors, Alden has volunteered 
at the Vail Valley Community Mar-
ket. She has written for the Compass 
Check magazine and contributed in 
her local congregation, at the Feast 

and during the Holy Days by per-
forming special music on the violin.

Alden is an outstanding mogul 
skier who trains each winter at the 
Beaver Creek Ski Resort.

Now that she has graduated, Al-
den will be pursuing an engineering 
degree from Colorado School of 
Mines in Golden, Colorado.

Liz Mason
Liz Mason, of the St. Louis, Mis-

souri, congregation, graduated from 
Webster University’s George Herbert 
Walker School of Business and Tech-
nology in St. Louis, Missouri in 2022 
with a Master of Arts in Manage-
ment and Leadership. She achieved a 
3.945 GPA on a 4.0 scale, just barely 

missing academic distinction with 
honors which was 3.95. While in 
school, Liz has been working full-
time as an Epic Healthcare Infor-
matics Ambulatory and Healthy 
Planet Principal Trainer for Barnes 
Jewish Healthcare and Washington 
University in St. Louis. Prior to earn-
ing her master’s degree, she earned 
her Bachelor of Arts in History with 
a minor in historic preservation 
from Southeast Missouri State Uni-
versity in Cape Girardeau, Missouri 
in December 2015. While there, she 
was on the Dean’s List for the Spring 
2015 semester. Liz would like to 
thank all the brethren who support-
ed her through prayer, food, en-
couragement and financial help. All 
these things helped her complete 
her master’s degree while she was 
caring for her husband, Craig Ma-
son throughout his accident in the 
Summer of 2020 requiring his brain 
surgery, his dying and God bringing 
him back to life followed by their or-
deal with COVID-19 at the Feast of 
Tabernacles last year from which 
Craig ultimately passed away. 

The prayers of the brethren are 
part of what have gotten her through 
all of this and have kept her going to 
the finish line with her master’s de-
gree and her adventure heading to 
the Kingdom of God. Liz believes 
that God allowed everything to hap-
pen just as it did so that she would 

have a trial to overcome that only He 
could help her with to strengthen her 
faith in Him, in addition to encour-
aging others to rely on Him for ev-
erything in the most difficult of cir-
cumstances that she could imagine 
facing. The way that He moved her 
job, her classes, her professors and 
her classmates in addition to help-
ing with paying for school and how 
to be the head of household all at the 
same time is nothing short of a mir-
acle and she gives Him all the praise 
and glory. She never would have 
imagined earning her master’s de-
gree; she had only ever thought of it 
as a pipe dream. Liz feels so blessed 
to have the opportunity to be able 
to speak of God’s wonderous mira-
cles in this way. When not working 
she loves to play with her fur-ba-
bies: dogs Lulu and Phoebe and 
cats Grady and Gina. She also loves 
to laugh; listen to history lectures, 
mystery stories and short stories on 
Audible; travel; encourage others 
about God’s Way; try new recipes; 
eat good food; sing and play piano. 
She is determined to start learning 
how to play violin, learn how to surf 
and go on whatever new adventures 
the Lord has for her in this life. 

Favorite Scripture: “And we 
know that all things work together 
for good to those who love God, to 
those who are the called according 
to His purpose” (Romans 8:28). UN



maid of honor and sister of the 
bride, Rachel, the touching fa-
ther/daughter and mother/son 
dances, and the send-off provid-
ed by the guests who rang bells 
and lifted cheers as the bride and 
groom drove away.

Anniversaries

Melvin & Sadie Parks
Melvin and Sadie Parks of 

the Greensboro, North Carolina, 
congregation celebrated their 
65th wedding anniversary on 
June 22. The Greensboro con-
gregation honored them on June 
25 with an anniversary cake, 
flowers, gift cards and gifts. The 
Parks were pen-pals while Mel-
vin was serving in the United 
States Air Force. They were both 
baptized in 1975. They reside in 
Ramseur, North Carolina.

Obituaries

Joseph M. Kudirka
Joseph M. Kudirka, 83, of 

Kissimmee, Florida, husband of 
Berta L. Kudirka, passed away 
on March 8, 2022.

Joseph was born on Sept. 29, 
1938, the son of the late Joseph 
and Mary Kudirka. He grew up 
with his sister, Biruta Pizel and 
close cousin, Joseph Smalanskas 
in Pittston, Pennsylvania.

Joseph attended Northrop 
Institute of Technology, com-
pleting a degree in aeronautical 
engineering. He began his ca-

reer at Northrop Grumman and 
completed his master’s of sci-
ence at the New York Institute of 
Technology. Joseph loved good 
food and antique cars. He had 
a passion for naming all aircraft 
as they passed in the sky. He en-
joyed playing golf and watching 
his children compete in sports. 
Most of all, he devoted his life to 
studying and serving the Lord.

Surviving is his wife, Berta 
Kudirka, Kissimmee; his son, 
Steven (Emily) Kudirka, Mad-
isonville, Louisiana; daughter, 
Elizabeth Kudirka, Kissimmee; 
and grandchildren, Lyla and 
Austin Kudirka.

Vina McLaughlin
Vina May McLaughlin, 95, 

of the Dayton, Ohio, congrega-
tion, died May 20, 2022. She was 
born on Sept. 17, 1926, in John-
son County, Kentucky, to her late 
parents Harrison and Julia Meek.

Vina attended Meade Me-
morial High School in William-
sport, Kentucky. She graduated 
in 1944. After graduation, Vina 
moved to the Cincinnati, Ohio 
area to begin her working career. 

She then moved to the Dayton, 
Ohio area and began working 
at Frigidaire, where she met the 
love of her life, Jerald McLaugh-
lin. Vina and Jerald were married 
in 1949 and were married for 51 
years before Jerald’s passing in 
December 2000. She is survived 
by three children: her son Jer-
ry, daughter Joan and daughter 
Jana; eight grandchildren and 13 
great-grandchildren. She also has 
many nieces and nephews.

Vina was a member of the 
Dayton congregation for 60 
years. Vina and Jerald began at-
tending God’s church in 1962. 
She was baptized in 1964. She 
was ordained a deaconess and 
Jerald a deacon in the 1970’s. 
Her husband Jerald was then 
ordained an elder in 1975. Vina 
had a true servant’s heart. She 
enjoyed serving in any way she 
could and wherever she saw a 
need. Their home was used for 
baptisms for many, many years. 
Vina loved making each person’s 
baptism very special by prepar-
ing a special meal for all who 
attended the baptism. Jerald and 
Vina were also known for their 

desire to open their home to any-
one that needed a place to stay 
while going through a difficult 
trial or while relocating to the 
Dayton area. A place to stay and 
Vina’s wonderful meals were very 
appreciated by many brethren.

Vina was faithful in her 
walk with God and in her ded-
ication to serve God’s people. 
God’s word and His Holy Days 
were her greatest love. She was 
a very dedicated wife, mother, 
grandmother and great-grand-
mother. She left an example of 
strong faith, unconditional love 
and living life to the fullest. 
Her final words to her grand-
children were: “stay healthy, 
be happy and always try to do 
what is right.” Beautiful words 
to live by from a very beautiful 
lady with a heart of gold. UN

Vina McLaughlin

Sept 17, 1926-May 20, 2022

Send announcements for United 
News by email to un@ucg.org 
(preferred), or by mail to United 
News, P.O. Box 541027, Cincin-
nati, OH 45254-1027. Please  
include a color photo. Announce-
ments should not exceed 500 
words, and may be lightly edited 
by United News staff. 
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Pray for the Gospel to Have Free Course Continued from page 19

1. US Print Advertising 
Campaign

Your prayers are requested for 
God’s blessings on the 2022-2023 
fiscal year print advertising cam-
paign in the United States. Be-
ginning in September 2022, a test 
of six different advertisements in 
coupon inserts in Sunday news-
papers will take place—reaching 
24 million households. Then in 
October 2022, the United Church 
of God will place 50 million more 
coupon ads throughout the coun-
try featuring our free Bible study 
aid, “Angels: God’s Messengers 
and Spirit Army” along with a free 
subscription to Beyond Today. In 
November 2022, 30 million ads 
of the study aid “Seven Prophetic 
Signs of Jesus Return” will be ad-
vertised. In January 2023, ads for 
the study aid “The Book of Rev-
elation Unveiled” will reach 35 
million households. In February 
2023 our study aid “How to Un-
derstand the Bible” will be placed 
in 35 million coupon inserts. Fi-
nally, in March 2023 a rollout of 
the top two ads from the Septem-
ber 2022 test will reach an addi-
tional 50 million households via 
coupons inserts. You can help by 
asking God for His blessings and 
favor on this major effort to pro-
vide people with genuine biblical 

truth, including that of the real 
Jesus Christ and the good news of 
God’s coming Kingdom.

2. East Africa

Monte Knudson, senior pas-
tor for the United Church of 
God in East Africa reported: “We 
have 24 churches and Bible Study 
groups with about 400 adults and 
children. Our four pastors and 
two elders along with deacons are 
assisting in speaking each Sabbath 
in these areas. We have two small 
groups in Mauritius and Mada-
gascar that are requesting a visit 
and I hope to travel there soon but 
must first work through Covid-19 
travel restrictions. Also, the gov-
ernment in Tanzania recently 
informed our small group of 10 
brethren that they are not allowed 
to assemble on the Sabbath until 
they are registered as a church. 
We are working to take care of 
this. Your prayers on behalf of 
your brethren in East Africa will 
be much appreciated.”

3. French-speaking West 
Africa

Tim Pebworth, pastor for con-
gregations in France and senior 
pastor for French-speaking West 
Africa wrote: “We have about 

100 brethren meeting in the three 
West African countries of Côte 
d’Ivoire, Togo and Benin. Over 
the years, the lack of economic 
opportunity has weighed heavily 
on brethren, and few have regu-
lar employment. Those in farm-
ing have more stability, but many 
must work to resell various prod-
ucts in local open-air markets to 
have enough to get by. Despite 
these challenges, brethren are ea-
ger to preach the gospel and they 
are asking for your prayers that 
the church can be formally regis-
tered and recognized. 

“In Côte d’Ivoire, registra-
tion will smooth the transition 
from our current church hall in 
the northern region of Man onto 
a new 2.5-acre parcel where the 
Church can farm a portion of the 
land while also increasing the size 
of the church hall and adding fa-
cilities for Feast observance. In 
Benin, registration will allow the 
Church to host public campaigns 
at its facility. In Togo, the registra-
tion allows the Church to register 
its existing properties in the name 
of the Church to support contin-
ued growth. The challenges are 
great, and the brethren know that 
all these things are in God’s hands. 
They would greatly appreciate 
your zealous prayers so that God’s 
word can go out in this region.”

4. Canada Update

Anthony Wasilkoff, direc-
tor of operations for the United 
Church of God in Canada wrote: 
“The Church has congregations 
in nine of the 10 most-populated 
cities in the country. There are 10 
pastors and 16 elders serving 24 
congregations in eight provinces. 
One of our greatest challenges 
continues to be manpower—la-
borers for the harvest. In addition, 
there are many policies in place to 
provide compliance with federal 
and provincial laws that apply to 
UCG-Canada as a federally-regis-
tered charity.

UCG-Canada must be es-
pecially careful of anything that 
might be considered “hate speech” 
against any identifiable group. 
There are also very strict privacy 
laws, which limit what personal 
information we can collect and 
share. Our media team contin-
ues working on ways to optimize 
our websites in order to promote 
and enhance visitor experience. 
Besides this, Beyond Today TV 
programs air each week on cable 
television. Congregations across 
the country have had some new 
people begin attending Sabbath 
services which has been very en-
couraging to the members. We 
would be grateful for your prayers 

for your fellow brethren through-
out Canada and that the gospel 
will continue reaching many peo-
ple across the nation.

5. Netherlands Update

Dutch elder and UCG-Neth-
erlands National Council chair-
man Wim Dekker wrote: “In 
November last year we asked for 
prayers that God would bless 
our new website so that many 
Dutch-speaking people who are 
searching for the truth would be 
able to find it on the Internet. We 
are still in the process of collect-
ing data in order to determine the 
results of that effort. Meanwhile, 
we are exploring ways to attract 
even more people to our website 
by posting short teaser texts on 
our Facebook account—inviting 
them to visit our website for in-
formation on various subjects. Al-
though we have many more ideas 
about reaching people with the 
gospel message, our team of ded-
icated volunteers is small. There-
fore, we ask our fellow brethren 
around the world to please pray 
that God would call more laborers 
for His work in the Netherlands 
and Flanders.”

Continued on page 24



The United Church of God 
has printed 11.432 million cop-
ies of its booklets since 1996. 
Most of those have been dis-
tributed, with an inventory of 
about 20,000 of each title being 

kept on hand for fulfillment.
During the 2021 calendar 

year, our home office mailroom 
sent 275,369 “special request” 
pieces of mail—primarily indi-
vidual booklet requests. Through 

June of 2022 we have mailed 
173,408 so we are on track to 
easily surpass last year. These 
are in addition to the millions 
of editions of our magazines 
and newspapers that are mailed 

directly from print houses.
This works out to 22,950 piec-

es per month, or 1,043 per busi-
ness day.

In addition, we have printed 
3.26 million copies of our Bible 
Study Course lessons since it be-
gan in 1999. During the 2021 cal-
endar year, five of the 12 lessons 
were reprinted, and four lessons 
have been reprinted so far this 
year—for a total of 45,000 copies.

These figures are very en-
couraging, in that they show our 
readers are engaged and wanting 
more biblical information from 
us. We find these requests spike 
after each issue of Beyond Today 
magazine is mailed—showing 
that our readers are opening the 

magazine, reading it, and find-
ing other literature mentioned 
within its pages that they want 
and request.

Peter Eddington

Media Updates
Booklet and Bible Study Course Printing History

Youth Festival Activity Booklets

Youth activity booklets are available again this year! 

There are three different booklets available for grades K-1, 2-3 and 4-6. 
You can download and print PDFs at: https://www.ucg.org/members/
news/youth-festival-activity-booklets-available-2022.

Hard copies will be available at your Feast site as well. 

The Feast of Tabernacles is the highlight of 
the year for many. It is a great blessing to be able 
to gather together at Feast sites around the world 
to picture the coming Millennial reign of Jesus 
Christ. A lot of planning goes into preparing the 
Feast every year. Those involved are happy to 
dedicate their time, effort and expertise, and the 
ministry looks to God as they prepare messages 
for our spiritual food. 

But the Feast costs a lot of money. Hall rent-
als, equipment rentals, second tithe assistance for 
those who don’t have adequate funds, printing 
expenses, activity expenses and more add up to 
a lot. We need your help in being able to provide 
the Feast venues and support that enhance our 
celebration.

Please consider sending a portion of your sec-
ond tithe to help support the Feast. To donate, 
you can go to donate.ucg.org and click on Festi-
val Fund. Or cut out the form on the next page 
and send it with your check to the home office.

If you have any questions, please contact your 
pastor or Rick Shabi, at any time. UN

Don’t Forget to Support 
 the Festival Tithe

Festival Webcast

Webcast options for those who are unable 
to attend in-person services at the Feast of  
Tabernacles will be available on feast.ucg.org.

Updates will be posted as further details are 
available.
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Top-ten most printed titles (half of them are prophetic explanations):

•     681,000 of “The Book of Revelation Unveiled”
•     540,000 of “Are We Living in the Time of the End?”
•     530,000 of “You Can Understand Bible Prophecy”
•     520,000 of “The Ten Commandments”
•     505,000 of “Why Were You Born?” (was, “What Is Your Destiny?”)
•     470,000 of “The United States and Britain in Bible Prophecy”
•     470,000 of “Jesus Christ: The Real Story”
•     455,000 of “What Happens After Death?”
•     450,000 of “The Middle East in Bible Prophecy”
•     430,000 of “How to Understand the Bible”

If you need to switch to a new site but have not changed your online registration to re-
flect your current Feast plans, please do so immediately. It is important for coordinators 
to know how many people to expect at services and activities. Here is how you can change 
locations:

1. Go to members.ucg.org and click on the Feast tab.

2. Press the button that reads “click here to find a site and register.”

3. Click the link for the site you are switching to or the current site you are registered for.

4. Click “cancel my registrations.” Fill out and submit the form to complete cancellation.

5. You will need to register for a new site. Go to https://www.ucg.org/members/feast/sites to 
select a new site.

To make changes to an existing registration:

1. Click “edit my registrations.”

2. Sign in to your RegFox account if you have one. Otherwise, click the button that reads 
“claim my account.”

3. Click on the Registrations tab, then “view details.” You can make updates from this page.

Still Not Registered for a Feast Site?

Feast Plans Changed?

If you haven’t registered for the Feast of Tabernacles, please go to https://www.ucg.org/members/feast/sites to select a site and register. Thank you! UN

https://donate.ucg.org


2022 Festival Fund
Please send this form along with your check to: 
United Church of God, PO Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254.

    • Please indicate the amount you are sending in the space below.
    • Include your personal identification number (PIN) from your latest United News 
        or Beyond Today label.
    • Make your check payable to United Church of God and label it “Festival Fund.”
    • Clip out and enclose the completed form, along with your check, in one of the labeled
        reply envelopes mailed to you from the home office.
    • Affix postage and mail.

Your PIN:
 U __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __               
Donation Amount Enclosed: $

Name:

Address:      City: 

State/Province:      Zip/Postal Code:

NASA recently released 
amazing pictures of our uni-
verse taken from the new $10 
billion James Webb Space 
Telescope.

The images reveal an in-
credibly beautiful universe 
with a myriad of galaxies. In 
case you haven’t seen them, 
here’s one of the first infrared 
photos that was released.

When you see something 
so spectacular, doesn’t it 
make you wonder how any-
one could deny the existence 
of a loving, all-powerful and 
supreme Creator God? Yet, 
I did not personally hear any 
commentator talk about God 
at all when these pictures were 
released and discussed.

That should not be the case 
for you and me, brethren. We 
live in a time when we have un-
precedented and unimagined 
opportunities to get glimpses 
into the vastness and expanse 
of God’s creation, and the in-
finite universe around us—not 
to mention the perfection of 
this planet on which we have 
the privilege to live.

Let me ask a question. Do 
you see your future—the fu-

ture God has called you to—
when you see pictures like the 
one to the right?

Beyond today’s world, be-
yond the millennial reign of 
Christ, beyond the White 
Throne Judgment, God has a 
plan for everything He creates.

And He has a plan for us. 
If we follow Him and surren-
der to Him, He will lead us 
by His Spirit to what He has 
in mind for us for eternity. 
“Eye has not seen, nor ear 
heard, nor has it entered into 
the heart of man the wonders 
that God has prepared for 
those who love [Greek, agape] 
Him” (1 Corinthians 2:9).

There’s another amaz-
ing, beautiful and significant 
work of God that we see each 
month—a full moon. When 
the sun sets and the Feast of 
Tabernacles begins in just a 
few weeks the full moon will 
be visible. It marks the day He 
proclaimed as an “appointed 
time” for us to appear before 
Him in the place where He 
placed His name.

We are all in “final prepa-
ration mode” for the Feast. 
We’ve registered, we’ve made 

Galaxies, the Moon and the Feast
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The question arises each year 
from U.S. members traveling 
to international Feast sites (in-
cluding Canada, Mexico and the 
Caribbean) whether they should 
mail in their Holy Day offerings 
to the home office or contribute 
directly at the Feast site they are 
attending.

United States law states that 
contributions to the Church in 
the U.S. are tax-deductible. Con-
tributions to foreign church orga-
nizations cannot be taken as tax 
deductions, and we cannot issue 
donation receipts on offerings 
made abroad. In other words, 
those donations must be banked 
in a U.S. bank account to receive a 
receipt that the IRS will acknowl-
edge for tax purposes.

So if U.S. members travel-
ing abroad want their Holy Day 

offerings to be included in their 
end-of-year donation receipt, 
they are encouraged to mail their 
offerings directly to the home of-
fice in Cincinnati, before or after 
the Feast. Your contributions will 
be appropriately receipted and re-
ported to the IRS, allowing you to 
take a tax deduction at year-end.

Of course, so as not to “appear 
before the Lord empty-handed” 
(Deuteronomy 16:16) and out of 
courtesy to the nation hosting the 
Feast where you attend, please 
consider giving some of your 
offering (preferably in the local 
currency) on the Holy Days at the 
international site you attend.

If you have any questions on 
this long-standing Church pol-
icy, please be sure to contact us 
through your pastor.

Rick Shabi

Holy Day Offering Procedure for U.S. 
Members Traveling to International Sites

Pu
bl

ic
 D

om
ai

n

As part of our proper and God-instructed 
way of observing the Feast, we leave our 
homes behind for the entire seven days of 
the Feast and the Eighth Day.

housing and transportation 
arrangements, we’ve saved 
our second (festival) tithe 
faithfully throughout the year 
(a key component of prepar-
ing for the Feast) and we are 
ready to go.

The Feast of Tabernacles is 
a joyous time. It pictures the 
time when Christ is King of 
Kings. Satan has been deposed 
and the whole world will be 
free to learn and live by the 
Word of God—the very word 
and way of life we are striving 
to learn and apply today so 
we are ready to be teachers in 
the “world tomorrow” (Isaiah 
30:20-21).

As part of our proper and 
God-instructed way of ob-
serving the Feast, we leave our 
homes behind for the entire 
seven days of the Feast and 
the Eighth Day. That pictures 
the temporary state of our ex-
istence on this earth and our 
willingness to come out of the 
world to where God has placed 
His name.

He says to be at “that place” 
by the time the Feast of Taber-
nacles begins. That’s at sunset 
that begins the 15th of the 
seventh month on the sacred 
calendar.

Would you dare be late to 
an assembly the Great God of 
this universe has called—the 
God who has offered us eter-
nal life if we follow Him and 

earnestly, diligently and care-
fully learn and keep all His 
ways? God sees our hearts by 
how we observe the Feast of 
Tabernacles.

As you prepare for the Feast, 
bear in mind that you are also 
preparing your heart for how 
you receive God’s Kingdom. 
Will you be late, asleep or un-
prepared like the five “foolish 
virgins” of Matthew 25?

Or will you be ready? Will 
you be at the holy convoca-
tion of God as the Feast be-
gins in the very first service at 
the site you will be attending? 
We know where we should be. 
Now is the time to be plan and 
set your schedule to be there 
in that holy convocation as the 
Feast begins.

Might there be some who 
are still deciding or doubt-
ing whether they can go to 
the Feast as God commands? 
What is your reason? How can 
we help you to be there? We 
have a responsibility to be at 
the Feast and to help each other 
be at the Feast, much the same 
as we exhort one another to 
stay on the road to God’s King-
dom. Notice how God expects 
everyone to be at His Feast, just 
as His desire is that all repent 
and receive eternal life:

“And you shall rejoice 
in your feast, you and your 
son and your daughter, your 
male servant and your fe-

male servant and the Lev-
ite, the stranger and the fa-
therless and the widow, who 
are within your gates. Seven 
days you shall keep a sacred 
feast to the LORD your God 
in the place that the LORD 
chooses, because the LORD 
your God will bless you in 
all your produce and in all 
the work of your hands, 
so that you surely rejoice” 
(Deuteronomy 16:14-15).

Let’s all get ready for the 
Feast of Tabernacles and plan 
to be there the entire time, at 
His holy convocations begin-
ning with the very first service 
through the very last service of 
the Eighth Day. And let’s con-
tinue to plan to be there, and 
to be ready and “awake” when 
Christ returns and His millen-
nial reign begins.

Rick Shabi

A recent photo taken by the James 
Webb Space Telescope
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Are You Saved?
Presented by Steve Myers
Literature offered: Transforming Your Life: The Process of Conversion

Sept. 4-10

Sept. 11-17 Headline Prophets
Presented by Gary Petty
Literature offered: You Can Understand Bible Prophecy

Sept. 25-
Oct 1

The Trinity Vs. The Bible
Presented by Steve Myers 
Literature offered: Is God a Trinity?

Oct. 2-8 Philadelphia: The Faithful Church
Presented by Darris McNeely 
Literature offered: You Can Understand Bible Prophecy

Oct. 9-15 The Forgotten Message of Jesus Christ
Presented by Gary Petty 
Literature offered: Christ’s Reign on Earth: What It Will Be Like

Oct. 16-22 What Was Nailed to the Cross?
Presented by Steve Myers 
Literature offered: The New Covenant: Does It Abolish God’s Law?

Oct. 23-29 Love Is Love? Or God Is Love?
Presented by Gary Petty 
Literature offered: What Does the Bible Teach About Grace?

Oct. 30- 
Nov. 5

The Truth About Heaven Is Better Than You Think
Presented by Gary Petty 
Literature offered: Heaven and Hell: What Does the Bible Really Teach?

Watch Jelly’s newest short film, “Jelly and the Good Book 
Report” at https://www.ucg.org/members/kids/jelly/jelly-and-the-
good-book-report.

Jelly gives a report to his class about his favorite book. What 
book is it? Join Jelly and his friends as they learn about the most 
important book in the world.

View the entire Jelly short film series at https://www.ucg.org/
members/kids#jelly and catch up on all 13 previous episodes, pro-
duced by the United Church of God, an International Association.

Peter Eddington

Sept. 18-24 Sardis: Complacency Kills
Presented by Darris McNeely 
Literature offered: Seven Prophetic Signs Before Jesus Returns

Jelly and the Good Book Report
The New UCG Short Film

Pray for the Gospel to Have Free Course

6. Eastern Europe and Scandinavia Update

Johnny Lambert, pastor in New York, Eastern Europe and Scandi-
navia described how God answered your prayers that he would be able 
to return to the Church office in Tartu, Estonia, after being unable to do 
so due to COVID-19 travel restrictions: “On June 30, we began the trip 
to Estonia which began only a few days after all travel restrictions were 
lifted by Estonia and most other European countries. After a 22-hour 
flight we landed in Tallinn, the capital city of Estonia. From there we 
traveled to Helsinki, Finland and Oslo, Norway, to visit brethren and 
conduct Bible studies. We finally arrived in Tartu late on Friday, July 8. 
We have since been visiting with members and endeavoring to restore 
our subscription lists for six European countries. Due to COVID-19 
restrictions the Feast was not held in Estonia in 2020 or 2021 but this 
year we are returning to this nation where it is apparent that God has 
placed His name. Thank you for your prayers.”

7. Philippines and Eastern Malaysia Update

David Dobson, senior pastor for the Philippines, wrote: “A number 
of exciting developments have been taking place in the Philippines and 
eastern Malaysia. Approximately 550 brethren attend services in this 
part of the world. Congregations and small in-home groups are scat-
tered across the various islands of the Philippines and in Sabah. During 
the pandemic, international travel from the U.S. to the Philippines was 
mainly shut down. This past February, travel restrictions were relaxed 
making possible a spring festival trip. U.S. pastor Nick Lamoureux was 
able to join me for a trip to visit as many members as time allowed. We 
visited almost half of the Church membership by traveling to congre-
gations on the islands of Luzon, Leyte, Samar, Negros and Mindanao. 

As you may recall from our report in March 2022, the door opened 
for airing the Beyond Today telecast nationally. The first season of 13 
episodes generated 300 new respondents. The current season has re-
ceived almost 150 additional responses. Programs are broadcast every 
Sunday over GMA-7 from 5:30 to 6 a.m. A delayed webcast is also avail-
able over our Philippine Facebook and YouTube channels at 9 a.m. the 
same day. We would greatly appreciate your ongoing prayers for God’s 
blessings on this effort in sharing the gospel. Finally, an earthquake in 
northern Luzon recently shut down main roads to the Baguio Feast 
site. Efforts continue to re-open these necessary roads. Please pray that 
God will stay Satan’s efforts to hinder our ability to appear before God 
during the fall Holy Days.”

Peter Eddington

Continued from page 23

https://www.ucg.org/beyond-today

