Day 21 - SATURDAY: November 12th

Genesis 24

Genesis 24:1-67 NKJV

Now Abraham was old, well advanced in age; and the LORD
had blessed Abraham in all things. So Abraham said to the
oldest servant of his house, who ruled over all that he had,
"Please, put your hand under my thigh, and I will make you
swear by the LORD, the God of heaven and the God of the
earth, that you will not take a wife for my son from the
daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell; but you
shall go to my country and to my family, and take a wife for
my son Isaac." And the servant said to him, "Perhaps the
woman will not be willing to follow me to this land. Must I
take your son back to the land from which you came?" But
Abraham said to him, "Beware that you do not take my son
back there. The LORD God of heaven, who took me from my
father's house and from the land of my family, and who
spoke to me and swore to me, saying, 'To your descendants I
give this land,' He will send His angel before you, and you
shall take a wife for my son from there. And if the woman is
not willing to follow you, then you will be released from this
oath; only do not take my son back there." So the servant
put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, and
swore to him concerning this matter. Then the servant took
ten of his master's camels and departed, for all his master's
goods were in his hand. And he arose and went to
Mesopotamia, to the city of Nahor. And he made his camels
kneel down outside the city by a well of water at evening
time, the time when women go out to draw water. Then he
said, "O LORD God of my master Abraham, please give me
success this day, and show kindness to my master Abraham.



Behold, here I stand by the well of water, and the daughters
of the men of the city are coming out to draw water. Now let
it be that the young woman to whom I say, 'Please let down
your pitcher that I may drink,' and she says, 'Drink, and I will
also give your camels a drink'—let her be the one You have
appointed for Your servant Isaac. And by this I will know that
You have shown kindness to my master." And it happened,
before he had finished speaking, that behold, Rebekah, who
was born to Bethuel, son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor,
Abraham's brother, came out with her pitcher on her
shoulder. Now the young woman was very beautiful to
behold, a virgin; no man had known her. And she went down
to the well, filled her pitcher, and came up. And the servant
ran to meet her and said, "Please let me drink a little water
from your pitcher." So she said, "Drink, my lord." Then she
quickly let her pitcher down to her hand, and gave him a
drink. And when she had finished giving him a drink, she
said, "I will draw water for your camels also, until they have
finished drinking." Then she quickly emptied her pitcher into
the trough, ran back to the well to draw water, and drew for
all his camels. And the man, wondering at her, remained
silent so as to know whether the LORD had made his journey
prosperous or not. So it was, when the camels had finished
drinking, that the man took a golden nose ring weighing half
a shekel, and two bracelets for her wrists weighing ten
shekels of gold, and said, "Whose daughter are you? Tell me,
please, is there room in your father's house for us to lodge?"
So she said to him, "I am the daughter of Bethuel, Milcah's
son, whom she bore to Nahor." Moreover she said to him,
"We have both straw and feed enough, and room to lodge."
Then the man bowed down his head and worshiped the
LORD. And he said, "Blessed be the LORD God of my master
Abraham, who has not forsaken His mercy and His truth
toward my master. As for me, being on the way, the LORD



led me to the house of my master's brethren." So the young
woman ran and told her mother's household these things.
Now Rebekah had a brother whose name was Laban, and
Laban ran out to the man by the well. So it came to pass,
when he saw the nose ring, and the bracelets on his sister's
wrists, and when he heard the words of his sister Rebekah,
saying, "Thus the man spoke to me," that he went to the
man. And there he stood by the camels at the well. And he
said, "Come in, O blessed of the LORD! Why do you stand
outside? For I have prepared the house, and a place for the
camels." Then the man came to the house. And he unloaded
the camels, and provided straw and feed for the camels, and
water to wash his feet and the feet of the men who were with
him. Food was set before him to eat, but he said, "I will not
eat until I have told about my errand." And he said, "Speak
on." So he said, "I am Abraham's servant. The LORD has
blessed my master greatly, and he has become great; and
He has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, male and
female servants, and camels and donkeys. And Sarah my
master's wife bore a son to my master when she was old;
and to him he has given all that he has. Now my master
made me swear, saying, 'You shall not take a wife for my son
from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I dwell;
but you shall go to my father's house and to my family, and
take a wife for my son.' And I said to my master, 'Perhaps
the woman will not follow me.' But he said to me, 'The LORD,
before whom I walk, will send His angel with you and prosper
your way; and you shall take a wife for my son from my
family and from my father's house. You will be clear from this
oath when you arrive among my family; for if they will not
give her to you, then you will be released from my oath.’
"And this day I came to the well and said, 'O LORD God of
my master Abraham, if You will now prosper the way in which
I go, behold, I stand by the well of water; and it shall come



to pass that when the virgin comes out to draw water, and I
say to her, "Please give me a little water from your pitcher to
drink," and she says to me, "Drink, and I will draw for your
camels also,"—let her be the woman whom the LORD has
appointed for my master's son.' "But before I had finished
speaking in my heart, there was Rebekah, coming out with
her pitcher on her shoulder; and she went down to the well
and drew water. And I said to her, 'Please let me drink." And
she made haste and let her pitcher down from her shoulder,
and said, 'Drink, and I will give your camels a drink also.' So
I drank, and she gave the camels a drink also. Then I asked
her, and said, 'Whose daughter are you?' And she said, 'The
daughter of Bethuel, Nahor's son, whom Milcah bore to him.'
So I put the nose ring on her nose and the bracelets on her
wrists. And I bowed my head and worshiped the LORD, and
blessed the LORD God of my master Abraham, who had led
me in the way of truth to take the daughter of my master's
brother for his son. Now if you will deal kindly and truly with
my master, tell me. And if not, tell me, that I may turn to the
right hand or to the left." Then Laban and Bethuel answered
and said, "The thing comes from the LORD; we cannot speak
to you either bad or good. Here is Rebekah before you; take
her and go, and let her be your master's son's wife, as the
LORD has spoken.” And it came to pass, when Abraham's
servant heard their words, that he worshiped the LORD,
bowing himself to the earth. Then the servant brought out
jewelry of silver, jewelry of gold, and clothing, and gave them
to Rebekah. He also gave precious things to her brother and
to her mother. And he and the men who were with him ate
and drank and stayed all night. Then they arose in the
morning, and he said, "Send me away to my master." But her
brother and her mother said, "Let the young woman stay
with us a few days, at least ten; after that she may go." And
he said to them, "Do not hinder me, since the LORD has



prospered my way; send me away so that I may go to my
master." So they said, "We will call the young woman and ask
her personally." Then they called Rebekah and said to her,
"Will you go with this man?" And she said, "I will go." So
they sent away Rebekah their sister and her nurse, and
Abraham's servant and his men. And they blessed Rebekah
and said to her: "Our sister, may you become The mother of
thousands of ten thousands; And may your descendants
possess The gates of those who hate them." Then Rebekah
and her maids arose, and they rode on the camels and
followed the man. So the servant took Rebekah and
departed. Now Isaac came from the way of Beer Lahai Roi,
for he dwelt in the South. And Isaac went out to meditate in
the field in the evening; and he lifted his eyes and looked,
and there, the camels were coming. Then Rebekah lifted her
eyes, and when she saw Isaac she dismounted from her
camel; for she had said to the servant, "Who is this man
walking in the field to meet us?" The servant said, "It is my
master." So she took a veil and covered herself. And the
servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. Then Isaac
brought her into his mother Sarah's tent; and he took
Rebekah and she became his wife, and he loved her. So Isaac
was comforted after his mother's death.

Daily Deep Dive:
We see in verse 3, 4, 6 that Abraham is clear to his servant that Isaac
isn’t to marry a foreign woman and Isaac isn’t to go back to the country

that Abraham was called out of.

We later in the Old Testament see clearly that God did not want His people marrying
foreign men/women and why: Notice Deuteronomy 7:3-4 “Nor shall you make
marriages with them. You shall not give your daughter to their son, nor take their
daughter for your son. For they will turn your sons away from following Me, to serve
other gods;”



As we saw at the beginning with Adam & Eve, spouses have our hearts
and can lead us away from obeying God. We see God is clearly
concerned about this and gives plain instructions that Israel was not to
marry foreigners and more specifically with individuals with false
religious beliefs.

King Solomon serves as a strong example of this negative influence. In
1 Kings 11:1 it states “But King Solomon loved many foreign women,”
and then in verse 3 it says “and his wives turned away his heart.”

In the New Testament, we clearly see God’s intent for those He has

called into the truth:

In 2 Corinthians 6:14-15 it states, “Do not be unequally yoked together with
unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what
communion has light with darkness? And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what
part has a believer with an unbeliever?”

In the first letter to Corinth, Paul tells widows that if their spouse dies
that “she is at liberty to be married to whom she wishes, only in the
Lord. (1 Cor 7:39).

Abraham is shown to be very wise here.

The Jewish book, Seder Olam Rabba (A 2nd century CE book of biblical
dates) records that Rebekah was 14 years old when she became Isaac’s
wife. That seems very young to us, but women often married right at

puberty as they reached child bearing years.

From the UCG Bible reading program about the Abraham seeking a wife
for his son:

“Three years have passed since the death of Sarah. Abraham is now 140
years old; Isaac is 40. Feeling his age, and now more sensible that his

own time may be short, Abraham begins the process of acquiring a wife



for his son. Arranged marriages have become a thing of the past in
most, though not all, modern cultures. But in Abraham’s day one of the
duties of a father was to ensure that a proper mate was selected for his
children, especially his sons.

The selection of a wife for a son, especially the firstborn and heir to the
position of head of the family, was a serious undertaking. The right
woman had to be selected, ensuring the continued stability and
prosperity of the family. In some cases the father himself negotiated the
purchase of a bride, but in other cases the services of an intermediary
(called a malach, angel or messenger, in Hebrew) were employed.
Abraham is now old, so he entrusts the responsibility to the steward of
his household, here identified as the “the oldest servant of his house,
who ruled over all that he had” (verse 2). Most likely this is Eliezer, whom
Abraham mentioned in Genesis 15:2-3 as his heir before he fathered
children—although it is possible that Eliezer has died by this point. In
any case, Abraham imposes a most solemn oath upon his servant,
instructing him to return to Abraham’s country and kindred in the city of
Nahor in northern Mesopotamia, and from them to select a wife. He is
strictly forbidden to take Isaac with him.” [END]



