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Portland, Oregon—Gerald 
Bilyeu, a member of the Portland, 
Oregon, congregation distributes 
excess Beyond Today magazines 
to local donut shops, a restaurant 
and a few laundromats. After two 
new people showed up at services 
in response to a magazine insert, 
I interviewed Gerald about his 
local distribution program and 
the techniques that have worked 
in that area.

Gerald Bilyeu has been dis-
tributing magazines, a total in 
the thousands, for 12 years. 
Before his most recent move to 
the Portland area, he ran this 
program in the Eureka, Califor-
nia, and Eugene, Oregon, areas. 
He currently distributes Beyond 
Today to two Heavenly Donuts 
locations, a Chinese restaurant 
(Chu’s Eatery) and a few local 
laundromats. Gerald worked 
with his pastor, Rex Sexton, to get 
an insert printed, describing what 
the magazine is about and inviting 
readers to attend local Sabbath 
services. These 5½ x 8½ custom 

sticky notes stay inside the mag-
azines, but are easy for interest-
ed individuals to remove. Re-
cently, another member, Coltin 
Kifer, has assisted Gerald with 
refilling magazines.

Every two months, Gerald 
distributes another 180 mag-
azines. When the new issue is 
printed, he waits a month to 
order, and John LaBissoniere 
will send excess copies of the 

most recent issue from the 
home office. One of the Heav-
enly Donuts locations, in par-
ticular, has a high number of 
magazines picked up on a reg-
ular basis. In the middle of De-
cember, for instance, 12 copies 
were taken in a single week. 
The staff at one of the distribu-
tion locations mentioned that 
some of their customers had 
been asking about the maga-

zine when it ran out one time, 
so its presence is being noticed.

If you’ve ever wondered 
about starting a magazine dis-
tribution program in your area, 
now is a great time to start! I 
asked Gerald what advice he 
would like to share with oth-
ers who want to get involved. 
He mentioned that it’s import-
ant to choose locations wise-
ly. An indoor location where 

magazines won’t be out in the 
elements is best, and ideally 
a place where magazines are 
safe from getting thrown in the 
garbage. Magazines are most 
effective in a place with high 
traffic and good visibility. One 
of the most important keys is 
to develop a relationship with 
the employees. Always say hel-
lo, ask how they are doing and 
thank them. Build a rapport 
with staff and ask them ques-
tions, such as if people have 
been taking the magazine, and 
what type of demographics 
have been drawn to them (i.e., 
families, individuals).

The Portland, Oregon, con-
gregation appreciates what  
Gerald has done to help spread 
the gospel. He is a good exam-
ple of a local member who is 
making a significant contribu-
tion. We are now seeing some 
fruit from his efforts!

To begin distributing excess 
or back issues of Beyond Today, 
reach out to your pastor or to 
John LaBissoniere at john_labis-
soniere@ucg.org. We’re excited 
to have you join us! UN

Member Implements Successful BT Distribution Program
by Heidi Braun

Portland, Oregon member, Gerald Bilyeu, distributes 180 magazines every two months to local businesses.

The Council of Elders met at 
the home office from Monday, 
Dec. 5, through Thursday, Dec. 
8, 2022. There were 11 council 
members along with staff from 
church administration in atten-
dance, while Scott Ashley par-
ticipated via video link. 

Leading off the meeting 
President Rick Shabi report-
ed on his work, saying that 
he has become acclimated to 
the home office and that Cin-

cinnati has come to feel like 
home. Operations managers 
Mark Welch and Peter Edding-
ton also presented reports, as 
did chairmen of the Council’s 
standing committees. 

This meeting included a 
brief review of UCG’s annu-
al audit, conducted by the ac-
counting firm of Clark Schaefer 
Hackett. The Council also de-
voted attention to discussion of 
doctrinal papers that had been 
submitted, and to work on stra-
tegic and operation plans for 
the next fiscal year. This was in 

addition to the many and var-
ied responsibilities the Council 
of Elders must discuss and/or 
approve.

It has been said that mem-
bers of the Council can disagree 
without being disagreeable. That 
is an apt description of the way 
this group of dedicated elders 
works together. They do not of-
ten disagree, but on those rare 
occasions they make a point of 
exercising humility while work-
ing towards being agreeable. The 
next regular meeting will occur 
in February. UN

Quarterly Council of Elders Meetings Held in December
by Frank Dunkle

Council of Elders meetings were held at the home office in December.

http://ucg.org/members


2 Special Weekends in Seattle

On Thursday, Dec. 22 at 1:00 
p.m., our group of campers and 
staff were on our way to Costa 
de Sol, a beautiful place located 
in one of the arms of Lake Rapel 
in O’Higgins region, about 150 
kilometers (about 93.2 miles) 
from Santiago.

We arrived safely, and being 
shown to the rooms and given 
instructions, the campers took 
advantage of the warm weather, 
going without hesitation to the 
lake to enjoy the water.

On Saturday morning the 
young people at camp sang 
hymns and prepared a video 
with special music that would be 
presented that same afternoon at 
the service in Santiago, which the 
group connected to view online.

The Bible classes focused 
on the theme “Becoming Sons 
and Daughters of God.” We had 
two entertaining and relaxing 
hands-on classes and the rest 
of the time we spent enjoying 
the lake and the peace that was 
in the place. We had kayaks 
available, in addition to a pedal 
boat which, although it was not 
in its best condition, we could 
still navigate in.

It was an ideal space to be 
away from all the noise and in 
which to enjoy the tranquility 
of nature and a little piece of 
lake just for us.

We thank our Creator for 
the opportunity to carry out 
this camp.

Marcelo Saavedra

Lake Rapel, Chile
Camp Reports

The Seattle congregation star- 
ted its winter season with a 
calendar of activities, having 
special weekends once a month 
for the church family. The first 
special weekend started with a 
100 people for our Thanksgiving 
potluck after church on Nov. 9 
and after sunset, transitioned 
to a Bob Ross paint night in the 
church hall, with quite a few 
“happy trees” and snowcapped 
mountains. Early the next 
morning at 9 a.m., over 30 
people of all ages and abilities 
donned their walking and 
running shoes, strollers and silly 
turkey hats for our first annual 
5K Turkey Trot. Fun event 
t-shirts prompted people to fill-
in-the-blank of the phrase “I am 
thankful for ____” with things 
such as “my family,” “turkey and 

dressing” and “you.” Then we 
enjoyed a fun pasta lunch and 
more conversation over at Tim 
and Maryse Pebworth’s house.

Our special December 
week-end began on Dec. 
10 with a “Dine-In Movie” 
potluck of nachos and chili 
dogs after church for about 60 
in attendance. After sunset, 
some dressed up in sea-related 
costumes as we watched the 
favorite family movie, “Finding 
Nemo,” with lots of giggles from 
the blanket fort some of the 
young adults built for the kids. 
Attendees were able to purchase 
raffle tickets for a membership 
to the local aquarium, with 
the proceeds being donated 
to the French Work. The 
weekend continued the next 
day at Keith Lippincott’s house, 

where he hosted 15 people 
for soup, salad and a card/
board game afternoon—with 
a number of friendly inter- 
generational competitions.

The first two weekends were 
then led by the Boyd family, 
who added such a wonderful 
air of care, fun, excitement and 
energy with lots of help from 
many in the congregation. The 
next special weekend in Seat-
tle will be a “Learn to Dance” 
event led by instructors Derrick 
and Autumn Slocum on Febru-
ary 11 after a themed potluck, 
with the Sunday activity being 
a family bowling night. For Se-
attle’s full calendar of events, 
check out bit.ly/SeattleFami-
ly23 where we’ll update with 
details as they are available.

Jason Nitzberg

Free State, South Africa

From Dec. 21-Dec. 29, a 
group of 27 campers and 12 
staff met at Moolmanshoek 
Leadership Development Center 
in Free State, South Africa.

The theme, “Becoming Sons 
and Daughters of God” was well 
received, and inspired many 
good discussions about the plan 
of God, our common calling and 
how we can continue to live in 
‘the Zone’ as we move forward 
from the camp program back 
into the world around us. 

Campers enjoyed numerous 
activities such as hiking, abseiling 
(rappelling), soccer, volleyball, 
swimming, newsletter and arts 
and crafts. They participated in 
groups in a cooking competition 
known as a Pojtikoes, and enjoyed 

a delicious braai (barbecue) 
together one evening among the 
rolling thunderstorms in the valley. 
Campers also had opportunities 
to hike back among the wild 
game on the Moolmanshoek 
preserve, where they saw many 
South African animals such as 
springbok, eland, sable, waterbok, 
zebras and countless birds.

This year, the United Youth 
Corps provided two counselors, 
one from the United States, Mr. 
Josh Cook, and one from the 
Philippines, Ms. Wrestley Cinco, 
who served their dorms and 
helped to train the next generation 
of counselors. Mr. Light, a camp 
director from the United States, 
came as a consultant to assist the 
camp director, Mr. Vivien Botha 

and his administrative staff as they 
work to build their camp program 
up in South Africa.

There were numerous opp-
ortunities for shared fun and 
building of positive relationships. 
We may have begun the week as 
strangers, but we ended the week 
as family.

We are thankful to God for 
the great success that the camp 
program experienced this year. 
If you’re interested in attending 
the South African camp, or 
interested in serving in the 
United Youth Corps either in 
South Africa or another location, 
keep an eye on our publications 
and communications for the 
various opportunities to serve.

Ben Light



Humanity, from its beginning 
to the present day, has been re-
sistant to God’s authority in dai-
ly life. The first man, Adam, was 
brought into the Garden of Eden 
under the loving rulership of 
God. But he and his descendants 
have tended to reject God as being 
their ultimate authority. God said 
that even His chosen nation Isra-
el “rejected Me, that I should not 
reign over them” (1 Samuel 8:7).

When the Messiah came to 
the Jewish remnants of the House 
of Israel, He was recognized as 
their King (Matthew 2:2). Later, 
Pilate asked Jesus, “‘Are You a 
king then?’ Jesus answered, ‘You 
say rightly that I am a king. For 
this cause I was born, and for 
this cause I have come into the 
world’” (John 18:37). Pilate an-
nounced to the Jews, “Behold 
your King!” (John 19:14). But like 
their ancestors, they didn’t accept 
Jesus’ leadership. Instead, they 
responded, “‘Away with Him, 
away with Him! Crucify Him!’ 
Pilate said to them, ‘Shall I cru-
cify your King?’ The chief priests 
answered, ‘We have no king but 
Caesar!’” (John 19:14-15). Jesus’ 
parable of the ten minas includes, 
“But his citizens hated him, and 
sent a delegation after him, say-
ing, ‘We will not have this man to 
reign over us’” (Luke 19:14). No-
tice in Jesus’ own words that He 
indeed reigns, but humans rou-
tinely reject His sovereignty.

So, whom do you and I rec-
ognize as ultimate in authority in 
the United Church of God? And, 
whom do we individually look to 
as ultimate in authority in our per-
sonal lives? This is important to 
understand because, like the Jews, 
we might subconsciously view the 
rule of Jesus Christ as coming in 
the future, in a world tomorrow, 
beyond today. A worthy question 
to ask ourselves is, “To whose sov-
ereignty do we submit now?”

At our baptisms we each cove-
nanted these titles to God: “Lord” 
(Greek, “supreme in authority”), 
“Master” and “King.” Through 
God’s Holy Spirit, God lives in-
side each of us (John 14:23). God 
the Father is the ultimate author-
ity, and He gave Christ all au-
thority (Matthew 28:18) and has 
placed Christ as the Head of the 
Church (Colossians 1:18). We 
are His betrothed wife, a type of 
“Sarah” who obeys and calls the 
Seed of Abraham “Lord” (1 Peter 
3:6; Galatians 3:16).

Under God the Father, Jesus 
Christ is the Head of the Church. 
Jesus is our Lord, our Master and 

the “King of the saints” (Revela-
tion 15:3). “Christ is head of the 
church” (Ephesians 5:23) and 
“He is the head of the body, the 
church” (Colossians 1:18). 

To help us recognize the sov-
ereignty of God the Father in our 
daily lives, Jesus gave the model 
prayer outline in Matthew 6. Its 
framework prompts our dai-
ly pledge of recognition, honor, 
submission and allegiance to 
God alone. In it we request His 
reign (Kingdom) to come over 
us now (as well as during the 
future Millennium and the sec-
ond resurrection). It directs us to 
state our allegiance to God, our 
faithfulness to His laws and our 
rejection of the current ruler of 
this world. Finally, it prompts us 
to realize His ultimate authority, 
power and glory forever. Having 
made those declarations, we are 
armed and ready to venture out 
into the world each day.

God’s annual festivals are 
quickly approaching (Leviticus 
23:2). A core element in the fes-
tival meanings concerns Christ’s 
reign over humanity in three 
stages, represented by three har-
vest seasons. First, Jesus laid 
down His life, was harvested (1 
Corinthians 15:20, 23) and then 
given all authority in heaven 
and on earth (Matthew 28:18). 
His leadership is currently over 
the Church. “And [God] put all 
things under His feet, and gave 
Him to be head over all things to 
the church” (Ephesians 1:22).

The annual festivals then 
progress to Pentecost, the Har-
vest of Firstfruits which finds 
His bride preparing to be res-
urrected to support His earthly 
reign. Next, the seventh trumpet 
announces the global rulership 
of Christ with His bride. “For 
the Lord Himself will descend 
from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of an archangel, and 

with the trumpet of God. And 
the dead in Christ will rise first. 
Then we who are alive and re-
main shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air. And thus we 
shall always be with the Lord” (1 
Thessalonians 4:16-17).

Jesus’ Atonement will rec-
oncile the repentant who desire 
God’s loving rulership. “‘And I 
will establish My covenant with 
you. Then you shall know that I 
am the LORD, that you may re-
member and be ashamed…when 
I provide you an atonement for 
all you have done,’ says the Lord 
GOD” (Ezekiel 16:62-63).

The Feast of Tabernacles 
pictures Jesus’ 1,000-year reign 
when “all nations shall come 
and worship before [the Lord]” 
(Revelation 15:4). At this time 
mankind will live under the gov-
ernment of Jesus Christ and His 
bride (Revelation 20:4, 6). Those 
who love and submit to His car-
ing leadership will receive bless-
ings, just as the saints do today.

The Eighth Day festival cel-
ebrates Christ’s expanding rule 
over all resurrected humans 
who ever lived. “Then I saw a 
great white throne and Him 
who sat on it…And I saw the 
dead, small and great, standing 
before God…And the dead were 
judged according to their works” 
(Revelation 20:11-12). 

Afterwards, ultimate author-
ity transfers and combines as 
new heavens and new earth are 
prepared. “Then comes the end, 
when He delivers the kingdom to 
God the Father, when He puts an 
end to all rule and all authority 

and power. For He must reign till 
He has put all enemies under His 
feet. The last enemy that will be 
destroyed is death” (1 Corinthi-
ans 15:24-26). The New Jerusa-
lem then showcases Their eternal 
and godly rulership over every-
thing and everyone. “The throne 
of God and of the Lamb shall be 
in it, and His servants shall serve 
Him” (Revelation 22:3).

The Church is composed of 
those whom God calls through 
the gospel of repentance and the 
Kingdom of God, just as Christ 
preached (Mark 1:15). So, we 
announce an invitation to re-
pentance for resisting God’s wise 
and loving rulership and a sub-
mission to His Christ. 

The gospel of the Kingdom 
is typically met with hostility be-
cause humans do not want God 
to be their ultimate authority 
(Romans 1:20-23). The lives of 
many who proclaimed it were in 
jeopardy and some, including Je-
sus, were killed because of it. Je-
sus warns His end-time Church, 
“Then they will deliver you up to 
tribulation and kill you, and you 
will be hated by all nations for 
My name’s sake” (Matthew 24:9). 
It is essential to have a strong al-
legiance to our ultimate authority 
Jesus Christ, under God the Fa-
ther, to be able to faithfully en-
dure to the end of this evil age.

The Church preaches Christ’s 
future rulership over all mankind 
on earth. While we hope that 
most will come to accept Him in 
eras ahead, remember that even 
after a millennium of His loving 
rule, there will be some who re-
ject Him when Satan is loosed 
(Revelation 21:7-10).

Could we possibly be rejecting 
His authority over us, as we live in 
this world? We must be examin-
ing ourselves daily to commit and 
yield to Him, and His ultimate 
authority over our lives. As Paul 
says, “now is the accepted time; 
behold, now is the day of salva-
tion” (2 Corinthians 6:2). This is 
our time to perfect our submis-
sion to Him, with obedience to 
His sovereignty, “For the time has 
come for judgment to begin at 
the house of God; and if it begins 
with us first, what will be the end 
of those who do not obey the gos-
pel of God?” (1 Peter 4:17). UN
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Have We Yielded to Christ, the Ultimate Authority of the Church?

To help us recognize the sovereignty of God the Father in our daily lives, Jesus 
gave the model prayer outline.
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Births

Juliette Amelia Call
Jacob and Sophia Call of 

Portsmouth, Ohio, are happy 
to announce the arrival of their 
second daughter, Juliette Amelia 
Call. Juliette was born Nov. 3, 
2022, at 11:05 p.m. She weighed 
7 lbs 15 oz and measured 20.5 
inches long. Older sister Gabri-
ella adores her new baby sister.

Weddings

Sean Powell and  
Leah Jackson

Sean Powell and Leah Jackson 
were married in a small ceremo-
ny on Dec. 4, 2022 on the beach 
in Florida, where they now live.

Obituaries

Joy H. Hastings

Joy was born in Glendale, Ar-
izona, to Bly and Helen Wood. 
The family made their way to San 
Diego (Ocean Beach) where her 

father had a shoe repair shop. 
Joy, as a youth and into her teens 
through high school and WWII 
helped in the shop mending and 
repairing shoes alongside her dad 
and mom. She graduated from 
Pt. Loma High School in 1943.

Joy went to dental hygiene 
school and worked as a hygienist 
for several years in San Diego. She 
met Ralph, her husband of 65 years, 
in San Diego in 1943 while he was 
on leave from the navy. They mar-
ried in 1944. Then Ralph received 
his orders to come stateside. They 
went to Bremerton, Washington, 
where in 1946, they had their first 
child, Roger. Next, they moved to 
Kansas, where Ralph was from. 
They moved again from Kansas 
to Wyoming for Ralph to work in 
the oil field and eventually a ranch 
where they had their second son, 
Andy, in 1955. Joy and Ralph then 
started on an adventure of a life-
time—homesteading 160 acres of 
sagebrush in Southern Idaho. For 
13 years that was home and a way 
of life. It was there that she and 
Ralph lost their firstborn son to a 
freak hunting accident, but they 
were also blessed with two daugh-
ters, Ida and Claudia.

After the sale of the farm, Joy 
and the kids went to San Diego 

until Ralph could find work back 
in the oilfield in Colorado. They 
settled in Fort Morgan, Colora-
do, in 1968. This is where Joy dis-
covered the Worldwide Church 
of God. She became a devout 
follower of the teachings of Jesus 
Christ. Through the years, she 
and the kids traveled between Ft. 
Morgan and San Diego, where 
she attended Church and became 
a baptized member in April 1972.

When an opportunity came for 
them to move back to Wyoming 
so that Ida could attend school, 
Joy and Ralph jumped at the 
chance and went to Thermopolis, 
Wyoming. Joy and Ida attended 
church in Casper, Wyoming, and 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota. As time 
moved on and the winters got cold-
er and colder, she and Ida spent the 
winters in the desert at Ocotillo 
and attended church in Yuma, Ari-
zona. The Yuma congregation, Joy 
said, “always felt like home.”

Joy is preceded in death by 
her husband Ralph, son Roger 
and her parents.

Nancy Puckett
Nancy K. Puckett, of Bono, 

Arkansas, died after a brief ill-
ness on Nov. 16, 2022. Nancy 
was born on Jan. 15, 1933, in Ea-

ton, Arkansas, to Azro and Ma-
rie Nunnally.

Nancy spent many years as 
a military wife and mother, re-
locating her family all over the 
United States as her husband 
transferred to different military 
bases. She had obtained her 
beautician licenses before her 
marriage and renewed them af-
ter her children were grown. She 
had her own beauty shop and 
worked in nursing homes styl-
ing women’s and men’s hair from 
1990 until 2000.

Nancy loved growing orchids 
and gathering fruits and vege-
tables to can and freeze. At last 
count, she had over 65 jars of jel-
ly in the pantry. Nancy loved to 
cook and was legendary for rec-
ipes of chili, cornbread, stuffing, 
pot roast and pies. 

Nancy was a faithful mem-
ber in the United Church of God 
in the Jonesboro, Arkansas, con-
gregation. She was called into 
the Church of God as a teenager, 
along with her sisters. In 1955, 
Mr. Waterhouse baptized Nan-
cy on a baptismal tour through 
Missouri. She was a pillar in the 
Jonesboro congregation. 

Nancy was a wife, mother, 
daughter, sister, aunt and friend 

who unconditionally loved all 
the members of her family and 
Church. Her kindness and gen-
erosity will be missed. We look 
forward to her resurrection into 
the Kingdom of God.

Christopher Michael West
Christopher (Chris) Mi-

chael West, age 45, a resident 
of Owenton, Kentucky, passed 
away suddenly at his residence 
on Monday, Oct. 24, 2022. Chris 
was born to Mark and Jeannie 
West on April 23, 1977. He was 
married to Rachael Dean West 
on Sept. 14, 1999. They have five 
children together: Megan Hoss 
(Jacob Hoss), Caleb West, Kate-
lyn West, Ashley West and Emily 
West and two granddaughters, 
Olivia Hoss and Rae Ann Hoss. 
He leaves behind his grandpar-
ents, Bill and Delores Krebs; a 
brother, Anthony West; sister, 
April West; father-in-law, Ron 
Dean and mother-in-law, Susan 
Dean. Chris and Rachael started 
attending the United Church of 
God around 2009.

Chris loved being outdoors 
and enjoyed hunting. More than 
anything, he loved his family 
and would do anything in the 
world for them. UN

Juliette Amelia Call

Nov. 3, 2022

Sean Powell & Leah Jackson

Dec. 4, 2022

Nancy Puckett

Jan. 15, 1933-Nov. 16, 2022

Christopher Michael West

April 23, 1977-Oct. 24, 2022

Joy H. Hastings

Oct. 2, 1925-Mar. 31, 2022

Announcements4

2023 French Feast Site
Your French brothers and 

sisters in Christ are pleased 
to welcome you back to Club 
Miléade La Gaillarde for the 
Feast of Tabernacles in 2023. 
The Feast will be held on 
the beautiful French Riviera 
near the well-known tourist 
destinations of Saint-Tropez 
and Saint-Raphaël. We have 
enjoyed the Feast in this region 
of France for many years, 
and this is our second time 
celebrating the Feast at this 
seaside location.

Located an hour south of the 
Nice airport, Club Miléade La 

Gaillarde is situated just across 
the street from the beautiful 
Mediterranean Sea with 
180-degree ocean views and an 
underpass walkway to the well-
known beach of La Gaillarde. 
The outdoor heated pool and 
children’s play area overlook 
the water and the hotel’s newly 
constructed main building has 
a restaurant and bar, playroom 
for children and a spa where 
visitors can schedule a massage, 
enjoy a sauna or relax in the 
indoor jacuzzi overlooking the 
sea. The auditorium for church 
services is located next to the 

main building and the hotel 
accommodations, many with 
ocean views, are a short walk 
from the main complex. This 
all-inclusive site provides the 
opportunity to experience full-
course buffet-style French meals 
while enjoying fellowship with 
other brethren from around the 
world. We plan to offer three 
afternoon excursions to nearby 
points of interest.

Keep an eye out for 
announcements about regis-
tration opening around March 1 
on https://www.ucg.org/members/
feast. UN
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The Denver congregation 
hosted its 25th annual chili 
cookoff on Dec. 10, 2022. The 
Loveland and Colorado Springs 
congregations were in atten-
dance for the event and mem-
bers from all three congrega-
tions entered their favorite chili 
recipes. There were 15 entries 
into the competition this year. 
Chilies ranged from mild to 
spicy, and contestants ranged in 
age from tweens to seniors. 

The Denver Chili Cookoff 
(DCC) has been in existence 
for over 25 years now. This 
would have been its 26th year, 
but a year was missed during 
the COVID-19 shutdown. 
The DCC began in the back-
yard of Betsy Colbeth 26 years 
ago. Members would gath-

er around a large bonfire to 
judge and eat chili and then 
visit with one another. Elmer 
Wilke has been overseeing the 
competition for the past 18 
years. He said the following 
about the DCC, “It seems to 
be one of the highlight socials 
of our church. People really 
like it and want to know who 
will win. Each year we have 
about 15 entries; some years 
more or less.”

The top three winners of 
this year’s chili cookoff were: 
first place, Audrey Griffith; 
second place, newlyweds Chris 
and Alexis Wilhelm; and third 
place, Claudia Kuhne. Judg-
es had their work cut out in 
choosing the overall “Best 
Chili” with so many entries 

and varieties of flavor, but 
they were not intimidated by 
the process. David Cobb, Ja-
son Cooley, Bradley Wilhelm 
(youth judge), Wyatt Hines 
(youth judge), Vikki Wilke 
and Tessa Meis served as judg-
es. They were diligent in their 
duties and resisted all attempts 
to sway their decision making. 
Elmer Wilke said that this year 
was unique for the competi-
tion in that, “we had two men, 
two women and two young 
boys serve as judges,” making 
this year’s DCC truly a family 
affair. Sam and Sondra Hines 
were a huge help in getting the 
Chili Cookoff put together. As 
Elmer Wilke said, “I couldn’t 
have done it without them.”

Joy Jones

Local Church News 5

Portsmouth, Ohio—After 
a two-year break, the Ports-
mouth, Ohio, congregation 
was able to host their annu-
al dinner dance once again. 
A crowd of about 240 partic-
ipants attended. Due to the 
increase in attendees, it was 
necessary to move Sabbath 
services to the Shawnee State 
University before everyone 
walked across campus to the 

ballroom for a catered dinner 
followed by a “Candy Land” 
themed dance.

Guests came from several 
congregations in Ohio, with 
others traveling from states 
including Indiana, Pennsylva-
nia and Massachusetts. We’re 
already talking about the next 
one and hope even more of 
you can join us!

Kevin Call

Candy Land Dinner Dance

Vero Beach, Florida—
Several members of the Vero 
Beach family met at Dale 
Wimbrow Park in Sebastian, 
Florida, on Dec. 10 to keep the 
Sabbath surrounded by a part 
of God’s beautiful creation. We 
enjoyed a wonderful service 

with plenty of food and de-
lightful fellowship.

The Sabbath day closed out 
with a beautiful sunset along the 
Sebastian River—just a further 
reminder of the awesome power 
of God in our lives every day.

Diane Waggoner

Sabbath in the Park

First place winner, Audrey Griffith L-R: Audrey Griffith, Chris and Alexis Wilhelm, Claudia Kuhne and Elmer Wilke

Denver Annual Chili Cookoff

Services were held at Dale Wimbrow Park and followed by a picnic.

Charlotte, North Car-
olina—Dec. 10, 2022 was a 
special, fun-filled event for 
the Charlotte, North Carolina, 
congregation. First of all, local 
brethren enjoyed afternoon 
services, followed by a super 
potluck dinner. While dinner 
was being cleaned up, a Family 
Feud session was being set up 
in the main meeting hall.

Pastor Dan Preston, playing 

the role of TV host Steve Har-
vey, and the Charlotte sound 
crew did a great job of hosting 
the show. Practically all who 
stayed for the evening got to 
participate in the quiz ques-
tions, and as a special touch to 
the evening, each participant 
received a goody bag of small 
prizes. It was a great way to 
spend a winter evening.

Ailsa Braun

Charlotte Family Game Night

La Crosse, Wisconsin—
Members of the La Crosse, 
Wisconsin, congregation spent 
one Sunday per month during 
summer 2022 holding a “Sun-
day Funday” event.

The congregation gath-
ered in members’ homes, at 
parks and even hit the golf 
links for fun, fellowship, 
food and games. Highlights 
of the Sunday Funday events 
included yard games, axe 
throwing and even a round 
of golf.

Julia Benson

“Sunday Funday” Weekly Event Held



Praising God Through Hymns6

We all enjoy singing hymns 
that praise God, who admonish-
es us to worship Him with our 
lives, prayers and songs. We have 
favorite hymns; some hymns we 
may find difficult to sing. 

All religions compose songs, 
written based on one’s under-
standing of their God. Some re-
flect traditions and may or may 
not be biblically accurate. Some 
may be more like performances 
for entertainment that may exalt 
the performer more than God.

In UCG we strive to make 
sure that all our hymns are doc-
trinally accurate and praise God. 
We have always had a team that 
reviewed hymns, past and pres-
ent, and will review any sub-
mitted in the future. Hymns are 
checked for doctrinal accura-
cy and must be in keys that are 
more easily sung. A song that is 
not doctrinally sound does not 
praise God, nor does a song that 
requires stretching the voice be-
yond human ability to be melod-
ic and enjoyable to God or man.

Because music has become 
a method of attempting to grow 
evangelical church attendance, 
some view this music as wrong, 
regardless of content. Some 
words are obviously wrong, and 
some are pure entertainment. 
Those would not be pleasing 
to God. The question, then, is 
should we avoid music that is 
biblically accurate, melodic and 
easy to sing simply because it is 
used by others with less under-
standing of biblical truths? Does 
singing these songs mean we 
agree with the evangelical be-
liefs? Should this, and any music 
not written by converted mem-
bers, be considered satanic?

Some of the criticism re-
ceived has noted that one or 
more hymns do not meet the 
perspective of the listener in 
instrument choice or words, or 
expresses concern because the 
hymn is used by others with less 

understanding of biblical truths. 
We will attempt to address some 
of these concerns.

Solomon had an incredible 
array of instruments when ded-
icating the temple. In choosing 
instrumental pieces for special 
music, make sure it is not sim-
ply for entertainment, too loud 
or uncomplimentary to praise. 
Care should be taken when eval-
uating music, so that decisions 
are not made simply by personal 
taste versus appropriateness to 
the situation.

Regarding lyrics, looking at 
a hymn in light of only one per-
spective or a single passage of 
Scripture may lead one to think 
that a hymn is not scrip-
tural. However, the same 
song could be biblical, 
and therefore accurate, 
when looking at the song 
from the totality of Scrip-
ture. Should one avoid 
singing that song because 
of a single perspective?

For example, we 
know that Jesus Christ 
is the son of God the Fa-
ther, and there are cur-
rently two Beings in the 
God family. However, we 
see that in a different perspective 
in more than one scripture. Isa-
iah 9:6 is about the coming Mes-
siah and one of the listed names 
is “the everlasting Father.” Yet all 
through the gospels, Jesus refers 
to God as the Father, not Him-
self.

Scriptures are not contradic-
tory, but complementary, and we 
do not completely understand 
everything about God. It is be-
yond us as physical beings to 
completely comprehend God, al-
though we do understand the two 
God Beings, God and the Word 
who became Jesus. Would it be 
wrong to quote this scripture in 
a song because we only think of 
God as our spiritual Father?

Recently at a non-UCG func-
tion for women, one of our la-
dies noticed how they closed in 

prayer. She commented on how 
good the prayer was concerning 
how it was addressed to “God 
the Father” and closed “in Jesus’ 
name,” but realized that when 
others refer to God and Jesus 
they are thinking of the Trinity. 
We would be hearing the same 
words from our understanding 
of Scripture, not from Protestant 
or Catholic tradition.

Some hymns, viewed from 
a personal history, are like this. 
A limited perspective can lead 
one to think they are wrong to 
sing, even when these songs ac-
tually quote a particular Scrip-
ture. It states in 2 Timothy 3:16-
17 that “all Scripture is given by 

inspiration of God, and is prof-
itable for doctrine, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruc-
tion in righteousness, that the 
man of God may be complete, 
thoroughly equipped for every 
good work.”

We understand that in the 
early years of the modern era of 
God’s Church there were many 
revisions to the songbook: the 
grey hymnal, the purple hym-
nal and finally the green/blue 
hymnal. Each new edition had 
songs removed and songs add-
ed. Even then, members had a 
range of feelings about these 
additions and deletions.

Dwight Armstrong wrote 
many hymns that we still sing 
today. While the words penned 
were biblical, most don’t realize 
that some of the melodies came 

from very old Scottish psalter-
ies, which had other non-bibli-
cal words. The melody was used 
with words added by Armstrong 
or early Ambassador College 
students. Was singing these 
melodies with biblical words in 
praise to God wrong? Although 
very few, if any, members would 
know the original words, we ac-
knowledge the feelings of any-
one who might know them, and 
may feel uneasy singing them.

Some hymns may have been 
written by appropriating a mel-
ody from another song whose 
words are offensive. It would be 
difficult not to think of those 
words when singing that hymn. 

Anyone writing hymns 
should take this into ac-
count. In a country (or 
culture) where the song 
or melody may be quite 
common, and evoke 
other feelings, it is ap-
propriate not to sing 
that song in that coun-
try or in a congregation 
that has members from 
that culture. Songs with 
melodies and words that 
parallel another reli-
gious culture or rituals 

may evoke wrong feelings. If a 
church has members that come 
from that culture it would be 
wise not to use such songs.

Many pastors may not be 
conversant with other national 
or religious cultures. If a pas-
tor has members in his con-
gregation that would have this 
type of problem, the member 
should go to the pastor and 
explain the situation. If war-
ranted, the pastor can ask the 
songleaders not to choose that 
particular song to honor the 
feelings of the member.

Anyone who submits hymns 
to the administration must in-
clude the notes and the words 
where those who understand 
music can evaluate them both 
doctrinally, and for ease of voice 
in singing. It should also in-

clude a signed release for use by 
UCG. If history proves correct, 
we will eventually do another 
hymnal. Any submitted hymns 
will be considered for inclusion 
and some current hymns might 
be removed.

You can be assured that all 
hymns in our hymnal have 
been vetted through the lens 
of the totality of God’s Word. 
While all may choose what they 
sing, one’s position against a 
hymn should not become of-
fensive to others praising God. 
If one chooses not to sing a par-
ticular hymn because of their 
position, it should be done with 
respect to others. It should not 
be an opportunity to display 
disapproval of the hymn to oth-
ers by sitting down during the 
song service or looking at oth-
ers who are singing to show you 
disagree with the hymn. Like-
wise, anyone not singing be-
cause of conscience should also 
not be degraded for his or her 
position. Praise to God should 
create harmony, not discord, as 
well as respect for one another.

The subject of music in 
church cannot be covered in 
one article. To develop a com-
plete view of music the UCG 
COE has produced a 59-page 
study paper entitled “Music in 
the Bible,” which you can find 
at ucg.org/study-papers. If one 
reviews this, and still believes 
there is a problem with a par-
ticular song, a member should 
write up their objection, clearly 
stating the name of the hymn 
and where they feel it falls short 
of our standards. Submit this 
paper to your pastor, and if his 
answer is not satisfactory, then 
follow the approved process by 
submitting to Ministerial and 
Member Services at the UCG 
home office to pass on to the ap-
propriate review team. This way 
your concerns will be addressed 
in an orderly manner that will 
create unity and harmony in the 
body of Christ. UN

by UCG Council of Elders

Did you know you can download the 
United Church of God hymnal app, 
with searchable song titles and piano 
recordings? (You will need to be 
connected to the Internet to access 
the audio).

The hymnal app is available for the iOS 
and Android mobile devices. Search for 
the “United Church of God hymnal” app 
on Amazon, the Apple Store, Google 
Play and the Windows app store.

UCG Hymnal App

You can download recordings of the 
hymns (instrumental or vocal ensemble) 
on our website at https://www.ucg.org/
members/hymnal

This link also provides downloadable 
sheet music in various transpositions for 
different instruments. 

If you’d like to display hymns on a screen 
for your congregation, PowerPoint and 
video presentations are available for use.

UCG Hymnal Downloads

Care should be taken when evaluating music.
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The Dallas and Fort Worth, 
Texas, congregations will host a 
regional weekend from March 
10-12, with the theme “Planted 
by the River.” Taken from 
Psalm 1:1-3, the focus of the 
weekend will be on how to live 
a life that is firmly grounded in 
God’s Word and continuously 

cultivated with the nutrients 
God supplies—an approach 
that will help us with-stand 
the pressures that surround us 
and produce godly fruit that 
positively influences others.

We are honored to have as 
guest speakers for our Sabbath 
sermon and young adult Bible 

study, Scott Delamater and 
Micah Gunn, respectively. 

Activities will take place at our 
meeting hall in Plano or within 
10 minutes thereof. Attendees 
ages five and up can volunteer at a 
non-profit organization on Friday 
afternoon. On Friday evening, 
we will have a dessert social. 
At 10:15 on Saturday morning, 
there will be separate teen and 
young adult hospitalities. At 11 
a.m. there will be Sabbath school 
and simultaneous, separate 
Bible studies for the general 
membership, young adults (ages 
18-35) and teens. Our DFW 
congregations will then provide 
lunch before the 2 p.m. Sabbath 
service. At the conclusion 
of services, there will be a 
slideshow honoring graduating 
high school seniors.

After sunset, a formal dinner 
and dance will be offered for teens 
(ages 12-19) at a nearby four-
star hotel. Meanwhile, a separate 
gathering will be offered for young 
adults. Remaining brethren will 

The 2023 United Church of 
God Midwest Teen Prom will be 
held in Berlin, Ohio, on Saturday 
March 18. Please join us for a 
special Sabbath (all are welcome) 
and prom (for teens ages 12-19).

For out-of-town guests 
staying at the hotel Friday 
evening, we will arrange a casual 
get-together with pizza. Let 
us know if you are interested. 
On Sabbath morning, we 
will have a complimentary 
breakfast. Sabbath services 
are at 1:30 p.m. Evening 
activities include a promenade, 
senior recognition, dinner 
and dance. On Sunday, there 
will be a sports activity at the 
Heritage Community Center 
in Millersburg, Ohio.

Dress for the evening is 
formal, semi-formal or Sabbath 
attire. If you are a senior 
graduating from high school, 
please visit the website and 
fill out the form on the senior 
questionnaire tab to help us 
honor you at our prom! If you 
would like to do special music 
for services, please let us know 
what you plan on performing 
by contacting Sabrina Massie at 
sabrinamassie13@gmail.com.

Cost for the prom is $50 
per person. Payment details 
are included on our website. 
Please register online via the 
registration tab. The website 
is: midwestteenprom.com. We 
look forward to having you 
join us! UN

We are excited to announce a 
young adult winter ski retreat on 
President’s Day weekend, 2023! 
Together we hope to forge new 
and deeper relationships with 
people of like mind, so we will 

be eating and staying together 
for the whole weekend. We 
welcome all young adults ages 
18-29, single or married.

We will be staying in cabins 
at the Pipestem State Park 

in Pipestem, West Virginia. 
You can choose to stay in a 
double, triple or quadruple 
occupancy room. Activities will 
include skiing, snowboarding, 
sledding, hiking, swimming, 
bonfire, sports and lots and 
lots of hanging out. We 
will also be having several 
interactive discussions and 
Bible studies. The theme of this 
weekend is “How can young 
adults contribute to the future 
of the Church of God?” For 
more information, visit our 
website: ucgyawinterretreat.org. 
Registration is already open and 
we’re excited to see you there! UN

Young Adult Winter Retreat

Upcoming Events
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Midwest Teen Prom

If you’ve found yourself of late 
thinking about the excitement 
of moving fast down the slopes 
on skis or a snowboard at one of 
the southeast’s ski resorts, dream 
no longer. With winter-like 

temperatures and snow in the 
forecast, the 2023 UCG Atlanta 
Ski Trip—now in its 11th year—is 
officially set this year for Feb. 4–5.

While last year we had a solid 
showing of participants at Sugar 

Mountain, North Carolina, our 
recent skier and snowboarder 
poll found the majority of those 
planning to attend this year’s trip 
wanted to return to Gatlinburg, 
Tennessee.

You will find additional 
information about the ski trip 
and details regarding regis- 
tration at ucg.org/congregations/ 
atlanta-ga/posts. In the mean- 
time, block off the first weekend 
in February on your calendar, 
reserve a hotel room (see our 
recommended options on the 
UCG Atlanta website), and get 
ready for another year of fun, 
fellowship and enjoyable activities 
on the slopes in the Smoky 
Mountains of Tennessee. We look 
forward to seeing you there! UN

Atlanta Ski Trip

Please join us on Feb. 18, 2023 
for a “Pride and Prejudice” themed 
formal dance held at 10 Lincoln 
St., Westford, Massachusetts 
01886. Sabbath services are at 
2:30 p.m., followed by a shared 
meal (please bring a side dish to 
contribute). The dance begins 
afterwards at 6:30 p.m.

To RSVP and for out-of-town 
guests needing accommodations, 
please contact David and Kayla 

Rains at dmrains93@gmail.com. 
A canned good or non-perishable 
food item to be donated to a local 
shelter will be the cost of admission 
for the dance. If you are interested in 
touring the “Little Women” author 
Louisa May Alcott’s Massachusetts 
home as a group on Sunday, 
please RSVP to Faith Rains at 
thisisfaithsemail@gmail.com or 
on Instagram @hello_hunnies so 
she can make a reservation. UN

“Pride & Prejudice” Themed Dance
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be able to enjoy a pizza dinner, 
fellowship and games. 

From 9–2 on Sunday, brethren 
can play sports or board games 
and fellowship at a local school. 
The DFW congregations will 
provide lunch.

Anyone attending any portion 
of the weekend will need to 
register so that we can plan for the 
volunteer activity, Sabbath seating 
and food, and make any necessary 
prepayments. The cost for the teen 
prom and dinner will be $48 per 
person and must be paid by Feb. 
21. (Note that the cost is $43 if 
early payment is made by Feb. 7). 
Saturday’s pizza dinner (for those 
not attending the prom or young 
adult activity) will be $6 per 
person or $25 per family. Guests 

will need to make plans for their 
own breakfasts.

Register at https://forms.gle/
Vrb9Ddo5dEq4WMJz9.

Additional details can be found 
on our “2023 UCG DFW Region-
al Family Weekend, Teen Prom 
& Young Adult Fellowship” Face-
book page, https://www.facebook.
com/groups/1260963671412684. 
We hope to see you there!

Jeannette and Pedro Reinoso



Since its inception, Good 
Works has sought to serve God’s 
people. Its goal has been to help 
and enrich the lives of those who 
need it. This has been made pos-
sible by the very generous dona-
tions of God’s people.

This past year has been no 
exception! Since June of 2022 we 
have sent funds to eight different 
countries.

Blantyre, Malawi

Most brethren in this small 
country, known as the Warm 
Heart of Africa, rely on public 
transport to attend Sabbath ser-
vices. Unfortunately, in the Blan-
tyre area, the closest bus terminal 
is more than two miles from the 
church hall. For a time, leader-
ship from the congregation would 
drive a truck to the terminal and 
drive the members the two miles 
in the bed of the truck in oppres-
sive heat or pouring down rain. 
Recently, the government deemed 
this type of travel illegal, leaving 
our members to make the long 
trek in less than ideal weather 
conditions on foot. To alleviate 
this situation, the pastor request-

ed funds to purchase a small bus 
so that they can transport mem-
bers to and from services. The bus 
has been purchased and is already 
serving the brethren well. 

Nkhwazi, Malawi

In the central part of this small 
nation we have two more congre-
gations. The Lilongwe congrega-
tion meets in the middle of the 
capital city. The Nkhwazi con-
gregation, in a more rural setting, 
meets on property where they also 
conduct youth camps and the Feast 
of Tabernacles. Electricity in Mala-
wi is often in short supply. To, com-
pensate many people rely on solar 
power to supply their needs. It was 
determined during camp that the 
small lamps in the building were 
not sufficient in providing light. 
Good Works provided funds to 
purchase an additional eight lamps 
along with the solar panels to pow-
er them. These additional lamps 
were already a benefit during the 
Feast of Tabernacles this year.

Accra, Ghana

For years the Accra, Ghana, 
congregation has been bumped 
from location to location. The local 

congregation has been diligently 
saving funds to purchase their own 
property and building. They had 
managed to save more than 50% 
of the purchase price of a build-
ing that would be suitable for their 
needs. Real estate in the area is in 
short supply and it’s not often that 
buildings become available. When 
one did, it was imperative that they 
act quickly. Good Works happi-
ly supplied the remaining funds 
to purchase the property that will 
hopefully serve the congregation 
for years to come.

South Africa

South Africa is rebuilding 
its camp program. In support of 
that, they sought two volunteers 
with camp experience to help 
train and support their staff. This 
camp will take place in Decem-
ber (future as of the writing of 
this article). Good Works helped 
with the selection of the volun-
teers and the funds to get this 
camp program off the ground.

Jamaica

In July and August of 2022, Jeff 
Lockhart, the assistant pastor for 
the Caribbean Islands and Ft. Lau-
derdale, Florida, had the opportu-
nity to spend six weeks in Jamaica. 
Prior to his work with the Church, 
Mr. Lockhart was a Certified Mic-
rosoft Trainer. Given the opportu-
nity to be in the country for an ex-
tended period of time, and with his 
expertise, Jeff sought laptops that 
could be used to train members 
on computer skills (another mem-
ber was also identified to be able to 
teach coding). These skills can be 
hugely beneficial in securing a job. 
Good Works was able to provide 
funding for 10 laptops, which sup-
plemented several tablets that had 
already been donated. 

Sri Lanka

The COVID-19 pandemic 
and its economic fallout has been 
disastrous for the tiny island na-
tion of Sri Lanka. This beautiful 
country relies on 12 percent of 

GDP coming from tourism. With 
lockdowns for their manufactur-
ing sectors, and tourism at a low, 
work has been scarce, as have been 
basic goods; fuel for vehicles and 
cooking is in especially short sup-
ply. Good Works has provided re-
lief aid for members in need on a 
semi-regular basis for the last year. 

Zimbabwe/Zambia

Many of our members in 
these southern African nations 
are subsistence farmers, and if 
the rains are late or infrequent 
it can be detrimental to their 
livelihoods. Good Works has 
provided periodic relief aid 
to the members when these 
events occur, as they have this 
year, providing food relief and 
farming implements. Good 
Works is working directly with 
the senior pastors of these areas 
to hopefully formulate a long-
term solution for our mem-
bers so that they can become 
self-sufficient. UN

By Lena VanAusdle

Good Works Update8

Since September 2021, the 
Church has published numerous 
reports highlighting the work 
of preaching the gospel about 
which we can all pray. Below are 
the latest reports. Let’s remem-
ber that when we pray earnestly 
and faithfully God hears and of-
ten responds in marvelous ways 
(Jeremiah 29:12; 33:3; 1 John 
5:14; 1 Peter 3:12).

Bahamas

Andy Diemer, associate pas-
tor for South Florida and the Ba-
hamas, reported that the breth-
ren in the Freeport, Bahamas, 
congregation initiated a project 
to test distribution of Beyond 
Today magazines on counter-
top displays in various places of 
business. The brethren hope that 
this small effort to help spread 
the gospel of Jesus Christ and 
the Kingdom of God will have a 

positive impact. Your prayers for 
God’s blessings on this endeavor 
will be much appreciated. 

French-speaking West Africa

Tim Pebworth, pastor for con-
gregations in France and senior 
pastor for French-speaking West 
Africa, wrote that, “after church 
services on the first day of the 
Feast of Tabernacles in Blolé, Côte 
d’Ivoire, church members hosted 
an outdoor evangelism event that 
included a meal and a special ser-
mon covering the meaning of the 
Holy Days. Over 400 people from 
the community attended includ-
ing village elders. After the Feast, 
Mr. Pebworth met with the village 
elders and discussed the work 
of the Church. Please continue 
praying for God’s blessings on all 
the brethren of Côte d’Ivoire and 
the work they do to help spread 
the gospel.”

Philippines and East Malaysia

David Dobson, senior pas-
tor for the Philippines and East 
Malaysia, described his Feast of 
Tabernacles trip to East Malay-
sia and the Philippines. Overall 
attendance, including congre-
gations, small groups and fam-
ilies at home, was above 500. 
Mr. Dobson also gave an up-
date on the nationwide telecast 
of Beyond Today each Sunday 
in the Philippines. He wrote, 
“We are pleased to report that 
nearly 800 responses have been 
received since programming 
began several months ago. Your 
prayers for God’s people and 
His work in the Philippines and 
East Malaysia would be greatly 
appreciated.”

Chile

Marcelo Saavedra, associate 
pastor for Chile and Argentina, 

wrote about how the Church in 
Chile helped preach the gospel 
by offering copies of Las Bue-
nas Noticias (Beyond Today in 
Spanish) to visitors attending 
the annual Santiago Interna-
tional Book Fair.

During that period San-
tiago congregation members 
took voluntary shifts to serve 
at the distribution booth. 
There they handed out copies 
of Las Buenas Noticias, helped 
people subscribe to the mag-
azine and provided informa-
tion about our literature, and 
had conversations on various 
topics with fair attendees. It 
was a fine opportunity for 
brethren to participate direct-
ly or indirectly in God’s pur-
pose and plan.

Please pray for the brethren 
in Chile and their ongoing work 
to help spread the knowledge of 
the wonderful truth of God. 

US Print Advertising

Thank you for your prayers 
for the success of our 2022-23 
print advertising campaign in 
Sunday newspaper coupon in-
serts. So far over 100 million 
households have been reached 
with a variety of study aids 
(booklets) and a subscription 
to Beyond Today magazine. Re-
sponse by mail, phone and our 
website has been very good. In 
January 2023 the campaign con-
tinues with 35 million ads of-
fering our study aid “The Book 
of Revelation Unveiled” and in 
February 2023 with 35 million 
additional ads for the study aid 
“How to Understand the Bible.” 

Furthermore, two new ads 
will be tested offering a sub-
scription to Beyond Today 
magazine. In January five mil-

Please see page 13
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with what materials you are using. Being a dil-
igent, dedicated builder is critical because any 
defects in what you construct will be a result of 
your own efforts. This is made clear in 1 Cor-
inthians 3:12-13 which states, “Now if anyone 
builds on this foundation with gold, silver, pre-
cious stones, wood, hay, straw, each one’s work 
will become clear” (verses 12-13). 

What Are You Made Of?

When you consider gold and silver, these 
are certainly beautiful, valuable and treasured 
materials, especially in their gleaming, finished 
condition. In addition, precious stones, after 
having been cut and polished, reveal sparkling, 
exquisite radiance. Conversely, wood, hay and 
straw are commonplace resources which have 
significantly less value. What should these met-
aphors mean when you contemplate the mag-
nificent future awaiting you in God’s coming 
Kingdom? It should be crystal clear that God 
wants to know what you are truly “made of.” 
Meaning, what’s in the depth of your heart and 
mind? He desires to know if you thoroughly 
grasp the enormous magnitude of your calling 
and are prioritizing His purposes above every-
thing else in your life. He seeks to know if you 
are absolutely determined to do everything you 
can to become a son or daughter in His eternal 
family, regardless of difficulties and obstacles 
you face (2 Corinthians 6:18).

These are crucial issues because the foun-
dational spiritual qualities you build into your 
life over the years—your character, service, 
love, obedience and devotion—will eventual-
ly be put to the test. “Each builder’s work will 
be plainly seen, for the Day will make it clear, 
because it will be revealed by fire. And the fire 
will test what kind of work each has done” (1 
Corinthians 3:13, NET Bible). In Scripture, fire 
symbolically represents either a method of pu-

rification or a means of destruction or consumption 
(Matthew 3:11-12). So, it’s an apt symbol for God’s 
judgment as He appraises the value of your efforts as 
one of His disciples.

How Much do You Treasure God?

If you are constructing your heart, mind and char-
acter out of gold, silver and precious stones—which es-
sentially means doing the best and the most of which 
you are capable, through a robust and consistent rela-
tionship with God—you will be blessed immensely. “If 
anyone’s work which he has built on it endures, he will 

Let the Builder Be 
Careful How He 
Builds 
As a member of God’s 
Church, you have the 
opportunity to build 
your life on the solid 
foundation of Jesus 
Christ. But will your 
spiritual construction 
materials stand the  
test of fire?

by John LaBissoniere

Gustave Eiffel understood the importance of building on a firm foundation in 
constructing the Eiffel Tower. In a significantly greater way, Jesus Christ is the very 

rock-solid foundation of His Church.
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One of most renowned structures in the 
world is the Eiffel Tower. Built to observe the 
100th anniversary of the French Revolution 
and to display France’s industrial expertise and 
architectural creativity, the Eiffel Tower was the 
leading attraction of the Universal Exposition 
(World’s Fair) of 1889 in Paris. Designed and 
constructed by French engineer Gustave Eif-
fel in 1887, it is the tallest structure in Paris at 
1,063 feet (324 meters). Regarded as a work of 
art, the Eiffel Tower is a global tourist attraction 
visited by over five million people annually. 

While many individuals marvel at the Eiffel 
Tower’s artistry and beauty, another of its fine 
characteristics often goes unappreciated sim-
ply because it is hidden. What is this feature? 
It’s the foundation. As a highly-skilled engineer, Gus-
tave Eiffel understood the vital importance of build-
ing on a firm footing. And, since the Eiffel Tower has 
stood strong and steady for 136 years, it’s a testimony 
to his engineering proficiency. Of course, rock-sol-
id underpinnings are not limited to physical struc-
tures. Consider that Jesus Christ, as the living Head 
of His spiritual body, the Church, described Himself 
as the unshakable groundwork on which it is being 
constructed. He said that nothing could topple this 
matchless, divine edifice (Matthew 16:18). 

Rewarded According to Your Labor 

Now consider this amazing circumstance: Out of 
the billions of people on earth, God the Father called 
you into His Church and gave you the marvelous op-

portunity to construct your life on the solid founda-
tion of Christ (John 6:44; Luke 6:47-48). The apostle 
Paul treasured this fact while recognizing that it was 
only by means of God’s strength and inspiration that 
he could build anything of lasting value (1 Corinthians 
3:5-7). Furthermore, he made this significant observa-
tion, “Now he who plants and he who waters are one, 
and each one will receive his own reward according to 
his own labor” (verse 8, emphasis added throughout). 
This means that every disciple will eventually be re-
warded relative to the work he or she has accomplished 
(Philippians 2:12-13). Paul then wrote, “I only say this, 
let the builder be careful how he builds” (1 Corinthians 
3:10, JB Phillips translation).

This is a serious warning to all fellow laborers with 
God (verse 9). As one of them you must be very careful 
about how you build on the foundation of Christ and 

Continued on next page
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tively speaking—I called to mind her example and 
got to packing.

Sarah is definitely in my cloud. But I will admit to 
you, that sometimes Sarah, and the rest of the cloud 
of witnesses, can feel pretty far away. There are many 
days that I long to pick up the phone and call a friend, 
to hear the voice of someone on the other end saying, 
“You’ve got this! You can get through this. You just 
have to keep moving forward.” I find myself looking 
for those who are active in my cloud today.

This brings me to Hebrews 12:1-3. “Therefore, 
since we also have such a large cloud of witnesses sur-
rounding us, let us lay aside every weight and the sin 
that so easily ensnares us. Let us run with endurance 
the race that lies before us, keeping our eyes on Jesus, 
the source and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy 
that lay before Him endured the Cross and despised 
the shame and has sat down at the right hand of God” 
(Hebrews 12:1-3, Holman Christian Standard Bible).

When I study Scripture, I often find that better 
understanding the meaning of a word or the context 
that it would have been used in helps me to more fully 
apply it to my own life. I will be using Strong’s Concor-
dance to help with these definitions.

• Surrounded—(G4029)—enclosed, encir-
cled, bound with

• Cloud—(G3509)—a large, dense multi-
tude; a throng

• Witnesses—(G3144)—a witness; one who 
is a spectator of anything; those who after 
his example have proved the strength and 
genuineness of their faith in Christ by un-
dergoing a violent death

• Weight—(G3591)—mass, burden
• Sin—(G266)—to miss the mark, to wan-

der from the path of uprightness and 
honor, an offense

When I read this passage, the first thing that 
grabs my eye is that we are “surrounded by so great 
a cloud of witnesses.” I love the visual image of be-
ing “surrounded.” In my mind, I imagine turning 
around in a circle and being surrounded and encir-
cled by women pressing in. 

While this may not have the same appeal if you 
are claustrophobic, how amazing it would be to be 
pressed on all sides by women who are of one mind, 
heart, purpose and faith, who desire your success, 
who desire that you be there on “that Day,” and they 

Who is in your cloud? When I ask this question, 
what comes to mind? Or perhaps I should ask, who 
comes to mind?

I imagine that most of us can call to mind the 
beloved faces of those whose race is over and who 
are awaiting the resurrection. I know that I think 
of family members and brethren whom I look for-
ward to seeing again. I also think of biblical figures 
whom I want to sit down with and talk to. I have so 
many questions.

One day, I really want to ask Sarah if she ever 
struggled with “the going.” Did she ever fight against 
being uprooted again and again? Did she ever look 
at Abraham and say, “I am not relocating one more 
time. I’m done. Count me out.” I wonder about 
these things because of the many moves in my own 
life. My husband, David, and I have moved over 15 
times in our marriage, seven of those moves being 
cross-country. As I have struggled at times with our 
journey, I have often reflected on hers.

Yet when I look at what is written in Scripture, 
I see that she followed Abraham each and every 
time. We don’t know if they had words in private 
because we are not told these details. As much as 
I want to know how she handled “the going,” I am 
going to have to wait to ask questions about how she 
navigated these challenges. I want her to know that 
her example helped me. During those moves when 
I wanted to refuse to pack up my own tent—figura-
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receive a reward” (1 Corinthians 3:14). On the contrary, 
weak, ineffective works—symbolized by wood, hay and 
straw—which basically means doing the least of which 
you are capable, will not survive the test of fire.

In referring to performing “works” many tradition-
al Christians say this promotes the concept of earning 
one’s salvation. Actually, nothing could be further from 
the truth since the Bible plainly reveals that salvation 
is God’s gift, which is impossible to earn (Ephesians 
2:8). However, it’s clear that you must do your part to 
demonstrate how much you deeply treasure God and 
the astounding future He offers you. As you work on 
personally developing godly righteousness through 
God’s Spirit, you are also obligated to employ your tal-
ents to help and support others. The apostle Peter wrote, 
“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received 
to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace” (1 
Peter 4:10, New International Version). 

Building and Employing Your Talents 

But some may say, “How can I help others since I 
don’t have any special talents?” or “How do I compare 
with others who are serving all the time?” If you equate 
your intelligence, personality, love or accomplishments 
with those of other people, you are “not wise” according 
to Scripture (2 Corinthians 10:12). Rather than admir-
ing another person’s aptitudes and works, it would be 
more advantageous to discover, build and employ the 
ones God has given you—however small or modest 
they may seem to be (1 Corinthians 12:1-11).

Regarding using your talents to serve others, you 
should certainly take into account your life’s circum-
stances. These would include, for example, your age and 
health condition, working and commuting hours, the age 
of children at home and various other factors. Therefore, 
within the parameters of your abilities and situation, you 
ought to strive to do the maximum of which you are ca-
pable. While you certainly can’t do everything, you can 

do something—even if it’s as simple as visiting people 
who are infirmed or lonely, sending cards of concern and 
support or making phone calls of friendship and encour-
agement. In addition, your zealous prayers on behalf of 
those who are enduring difficult trials can have a signif-
icant result because God hears and graciously responds 
(James 5:16). It is through the power of God’s Spirit that 
you have the opportunity to use your talents to produce 
excellent results in your own life and in the lives of others. 

The Choice is Yours and the Time is Now

Gustave Eiffel understood the importance of build-
ing on a firm foundation in constructing the Eiffel Tow-
er. In a significantly greater way, Jesus Christ is the very 
rock-solid foundation of His Church. As one of His be-
loved disciples, you have a significant choice about what 
materials you are using right now in constructing your 
spiritual life. Are you choosing gold, silver and precious 
stones which will survive the test of fire? Or are you us-
ing wood, hay and straw which will not? Therefore, as a 
builder, be very careful how you build. GN

We can better fulfill our role as women by strengthening each other.
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Let the Builder Be Careful How He Builds
Continued from previous page

Who is in Your Cloud?
“Since we are surrounded by 
so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us lay aside every weight, 
and the sin which so easily 
ensnares us, and let us run 
with endurance the race that is 
set before us,” (Hebrews 12:1).

by Joy Jones

It is through the power of 
God’s Spirit that you have the 
opportunity to use your talents to 
produce excellent results in your 
own life and in the lives of others.
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are pressing in to help you get there, too—women 
whose lives are an expression of their faith.

Also, I imagine how much easier it would be to 
“lay aside every weight” and the “sin that so easily en-
snares us.” That “weight” is also described as a mass. 
As someone pointed out to me recently, cancer is cer-
tainly a heavy weight to have to deal with. That defi-
nitely got my attention. 

In December of 2017, I found a lump in my breast 
that turned out to be cancerous. It amazed me how 
quickly something so small in truth, became so large 
in weight. As time went by, the burden of that weight 
felt like I was being crushed. The women in our local 
congregation responded by making sure that our fam-
ily had a regular schedule of meals. They looked for 
the needs that our family had and responded. Their 
love and care helped make the weight more bearable. 
We were not alone. We were surrounded by our cloud.

And then we come to “the sin which so easily 
ensnares us.” Sin is defined as missing the mark or 
wandering from the path. I would imagine that we 
can all think of a friend who has helped us to face 
the truth when we have missed the mark or wan-
dered from the path. Their love for us was able to 
get through to us and help us align our path back 
with God’s path. We all need a friend like this in 
our life to help us walk that narrow path, and we 
need to be a friend able to help others walk their 
own narrow path.

With this cloud of witnesses surrounding us, we are 
better able to run with endurance the race that is set be-
fore us. How amazing it would be to run with a group of 
women who are running next to you, surrounding you, 
so that you are moved forward by their strength of ex-
ample . . . so that even when you are weak, the strength 
of their witness can help to carry you forward. 

I want to be both the woman being surrounded by 
“so great a cloud” and the woman surrounding other 
women. I want to help the women running alongside 
me to run more swiftly and without the weights/can-
cers of this world to hold them back. 

I do have a cloud around me today, a group of 
women who are actively living out their faith, but it 
has taken years to build and is still being built. There 
have been changes to it and additions that only have 
served to strengthen me as I move forward. I pray that 
I am also strengthening others.

As I get older, I realize more and more the impor-
tance of strong relationships among women. As I seek 
to be a friend, I also desire to have friends. As I try 
to be more of a mentor, I still yearn to be mentored. 
There is a purpose to every season of a woman’s life. 
Life presents new opportunities to mentor, teach and 
guide, grow and adapt as we age. So often, those wom-
en who have the most to teach, based upon a lifetime 
of experience, get overlooked and the benefit of their 
wisdom may go unseen. 

Who is in your cloud? Who are the women sur-
rounding you and cheering you to keep going, to 
throw off the weights and the snares holding you 
down, so that you might finish the race well? Who 
are the women who admonish you to keep your eyes 
on the prize and who are running with you towards 
the goal? I pray that you have these women in your 
life. We need to be those women for one another. GN

With this cloud of witnesses 
surrounding us, we are better able 
to run with endurance the race that 
is set before us.

This is where an understanding of the purpose of 
the Sabbath law becomes important. Scripture shows 
that this command is a crucial key to our relation-
ship with God.

“If you keep your feet from breaking the Sabbath 
and from doing as you please on my holy day, if you 
call the Sabbath a delight and the Lord’s holy day hon-
orable, . . . then you will find your joy in the Lord . . .” 
(Isaiah 58:13-14, New International Version).

Is the Sabbath relevant? Is it really practical to keep 
the Sabbath in today’s world? How should it be ob-
served today? To answer these questions, let’s consider 
what the Bible, God’s inspired Word, reveals.

Jesus Christ said that He was “Lord of the Sab-
bath” and that “the Sabbath was made for man, and 
not man for the Sabbath” (Mark 2:27-28). He did 
not limit the Sabbath by teaching that it was made 
for any particular group of people at any specific 
time in history. Instead, it was made for all man-
kind for all time. It was enshrined in the Ten Com-
mandments, the heart and core of God’s divine law 
for mankind.

Part of a Right Relationship With God

The Sabbath was made for mankind, but for what 
purpose? The book of Isaiah, chapters 58 and 59, de-
scribes mankind’s separation from God because of 
our sins. “Behold, the Lord’s hand is not shortened, 
that it cannot save; nor His ear heavy, that it cannot 

Is the Sabbath relevant in 
our modern world? Is it really 
practical to try to keep the 
Sabbath today? If so, how 
should we observe it?

hear. But your iniquities have separated you from 
your God; and your sins have hidden His face from 
you, so that He will not hear” (Isaiah 59:1-2). These 
verses point out the hypocrisy of those who claim to 
seek God, yet are still filled with sin and evil inten-
tions (Isaiah 58:1-4; 59:4-15).

But God shows that we can be reconciled to Him: 
“‘The Redeemer will come to Zion, and to those who 
turn from transgression in Jacob,’ says the Lord” (Isa-
iah 59:20). Jesus Christ is that prophesied Redeemer, 
the One God sent to redeem, or buy back, mankind 
through the sacrifice of His life (John 3:16; 1 Peter 
1:18-19; 1 John 2:2; 4:9-10).

God also describes how to begin building a prop-
er relationship with Him. Doing so involves humility 
and fasting, that we might come to understand God 
and His ways. “Then you shall call, and the Lord will 
answer; you shall cry, and He will say, ‘Here I am’ . . . 
Then your light shall dawn in the darkness, and your 
darkness shall be as the noonday. The Lord will guide 
you continually, and satisfy your soul in drought, and 
strengthen your bones; you shall be like a watered 
garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters do 
not fail” (Isaiah 58:9-11).

God Reveals a Proper Understanding of 
the Sabbath

This section of Scripture reveals another critical 
element to help us build that right relationship with 
God—a proper understanding and observance of 
the Sabbath.

“‘If you keep your feet from breaking the Sab-
bath and from doing as you please on my holy day, 
if you call the Sabbath a delight and the Lord’s holy 
day honorable, and if you honor it by not going your 
own way and not doing as you please or speaking 
idle words, then you will find your joy in the Lord, 
and I will cause you to ride on the heights of the land 
and to feast on the inheritance [physical blessings] of 
your father Jacob.’ The mouth of the Lord has spoken” 
(Isaiah 58:13-14, NIV).

Here we see God’s true intent for the Sabbath: It is 
part of a proper, loving relationship with Him. It is a 
matter of honoring God. It is a matter of surrendering 
one of our most precious possessions—our time—to 
build a right relationship with our Creator.

Properly observing the Sabbath, according to 
God’s instruction here, means turning away from “go-
ing your own way,” “doing as you please” and “speak-
ing idle words.” These actions trample His holy time 
underfoot, says God.

But the Sabbath is not to be a time for doing noth-
ing. It is to be a time for building a relationship with 
God. It is to be a delight, a time to “find your joy in the 
Lord,” He tells us. Rather than spending this time on 
our own interests and pursuits, it is a time set aside to 
concentrate on the things that are pleasing to God and 
to nourish our relationship with Him.

Keys to a Proper Relationship With God

How do we build this right relationship with God? 
We build it through contact and communication with 
Him. We talk to God through prayer. He talks to us 
through His inspired Word, the Bible. These are vital 
keys to a right relationship with God.

“Continue earnestly in prayer,” wrote Paul (Colos-
sians 4:2). “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in 
everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus for you,” he added (1 Thessalonians 5:16-
18). “The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man 
avails much,” wrote James (James 5:16).

from the UCG Study Aid  
“Sunset to Sunset: God’s Sabbath Rest”

By refraining from our usual work and other activities on the 
Sabbath day, we have additional time to spend with God to build 

and strengthen our relationship with Him.
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God’s Sabbath in  
Today’s World



GN|12

translated “a sacred assembly” (Leviticus 23:3, NIV). 
God commands His people to gather to worship on 
that day.

God’s ministers are expected to teach God’s peo-
ple about His way of life. Paul instructed the younger 
minister Timothy to “preach the Word; be prepared in 
season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encour-
age—with great patience and careful instruction” (2 
Timothy 4:2, NIV).

As we read earlier, the regular practice of Jesus 
Christ and the apostle Paul was to attend a gather-
ing in the synagogue on the Sabbath to teach and fel-
lowship with those who wanted to learn God’s ways. 
Jesus Christ constantly showed by His actions—by 
explaining God’s Word and way of life and by per-
forming works of mercy—the proper way to observe 
the day. Today God’s Sabbath is the appropriate day to 
rest from our normal work and employment, a day to 
set aside time to meet with other believers to worship 
God, to be instructed in His way of life and to likewise 
perform good works that exemplify that way.

The Sabbath is to Help Us 
Build a Relationship With God

God tells us, “The seventh day is 
the Sabbath of the Lord your God. 
In it you shall do no work . . .” (Ex-
odus 20:10). He made it clear that 
our ordinary, routine work was un-
acceptable on that day. The Sabbath 
was to be different. Under the na-
tional administration of God’s laws 
in ancient Israel, the Sabbath was so 
important to God that He specified 
that those who violated this com-
mand were to be put to death (Exo-
dus 31:14-16; 35:2).

When Israel came out of Egypt, 
God reinforced this commandment 
by providing a double portion of 
manna on the sixth day and none 
on the Sabbath every week for 40 
years (Exodus 16:26; 16:35; Joshua 
5:12)—a total of more than 2,000 
miracles! The Sabbath command is 
clearly important to God, and He 
expects us to obey it. Observing 
the Sabbath is vital to maintaining 

a proper relationship with God.
The Life Application Bible, commenting on Exo-

dus 20:8-11, explains why we as human beings need 
the Sabbath:

“The Sabbath was a day set aside for rest and wor-
ship. God commanded a Sabbath because human be-
ings need to spend unhurried time in worship and rest 

each week. A God who is concerned enough to pro-
vide a day each week for us to rest is indeed wonderful. 
To observe a regular time of rest and worship in our 
fast-paced world demonstrates how important God is 
to us, and it gives us the extra benefit of refreshing our 
spirits. Don’t neglect God’s provision.”

Jesus Christ showed by His example the proper way 
to observe the Sabbath. It was never intended to be a 
rigid, joyless day constrained by endless restrictions 
detailing what could and could not be done. He used 
it as a time to delight in sharing with others the joy of 
God’s Word and way of life, showing it to be a time for 

strengthening our relationship with God. He used it as 
a time for healing—physical, mental, emotional and 
spiritual. It was meant to be a time for encouraging 
and helping those who are less fortunate.

Jesus Christ made it clear there was nothing 
wrong with doing good on the Sabbath, pointing 
out that God’s Sabbath command had never forbid-
den it. He emphasized what the day is for, rather 
than listing all the things we can’t do. His actions 
on the Sabbath pointed to the coming age He re-
ferred to as that of “the Kingdom of God,” in which 
all humanity will share in God’s promised healing, 
joy and freedom (Matthew 4:23; 9:35; Luke 4:16-19; 
9:11; 10:9).

Christ’s example showed that the Sabbath is to be 
a day of physical rest and spiritual rejuvenation. It is 
meant to be a welcome, refreshing break from our 
weekly labors, a time during which we must no longer 
be absorbed in our ordinary daily cares and concerns.

The purpose of God’s commands—to bless 
and benefit us!

God’s Word tells us that His commandments are 
never burdensome (1 John 5:3). They are not mean-
ingless or arbitrary. They were given to humanity in 
love from a God of infinite wisdom and knowledge 
(Isaiah 55:8-9). They were given to be a benefit to 
mankind, bringing blessings when obeyed (Deu-
teronomy 4:40; 5:29-33). These commandments in-
clude God’s Sabbath. It is a day of rest and refresh-
ing, a gift to mankind by the One who designed and 
created us. It is a time for physical, emotional and 
spiritual renewal.

God knew that we would need this time to nurture 
and strengthen a right relationship with Him. Part of 
the Sabbath command reads, “Six days you shall labor 
and do all your work . . .” God tells us to take care of 
our ordinary work and concerns on the other six days, 
leaving our time and our minds free to properly wor-
ship and obey Him by observing the Sabbath. When 
we are free to focus our minds and thoughts on God’s 
way and purpose, the Sabbath truly becomes the bless-
ing and delight God intends it to be (Isaiah 58:13-14).

On this seventh day of each week, we should cease 
from our own work and allow God to work in us, build-
ing and nourishing our relationship with our Creator. 
We will then discover and experience the blessings of 
God’s Sabbath rest! GN

The Good News

Jesus Christ expected His followers to pray, tell-
ing them, “When you pray . . .” (Matthew 6:5-7; Mark 
11:24; Luke 11:2). He gave them specific instruction 
about prayer and encouraged them that they “always 
ought to pray and not lose heart” (Luke 18:1).

God’s Sabbath day is an ideal time for additional 
prayer, study of God’s Word and contact with Him. By 
refraining from our usual work and other activities on 
that day, we have additional time to spend with God to 
build and strengthen our relationship with Him.

The Sabbath is also an ideal time for God to speak 
with us. He instructs us through His Word, the Bi-
ble. “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 
is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness, that the man of God 
may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good 
work,” Paul told Timothy (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

Not only does Sabbath observance help us under-
stand God’s ways; it helps us better understand our 
own thoughts and motivations, showing us where we 
can change to become more like Him. Hebrews 4:12 

tells us that “the word of God is living and powerful, 
and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even 
to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and 
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents 
of the heart.”

We should earnestly desire to study God’s Word 
and learn more about it. “As newborn babes, desire the 
pure milk of the word, that you may grow thereby,” we 
are told (1 Peter 2:2).

God Commanded Worship Services on 
the Sabbath

God’s Sabbath is a time for fellowship with others 
of like mind, a time for mutually encouraging one an-
other. “And let us consider one another in order to stir 
up love and good works, not forsaking the assembling 
of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but 
exhorting one another, and so much the more as you 
see the Day approaching” (Hebrews 10:24-25).

Believers are expected to come together to worship 
(1 Corinthians 11:18; 14:23). As mentioned above, we 
should not forsake “the assembling of ourselves to-
gether.” And the Sabbath is “a holy convocation,” also 

Believers are expected to come together to worship.

The Sabbath command is clearly 
important to God, and He expects 
us to obey it.

The Sabbath is meant to be a 
welcome, refreshing break from our 
weekly labors, a time during which 
we must no longer be absorbed in our 
ordinary daily cares and concerns.

The Sabbath is a gift to mankind by 
the One who designed and created us.

Read more about the weekly 
Sabbath and God’s plan for 
mankind in our free study aid, 
Sunset to Sunset, God’s Sabbath Rest. 

You can find this and other 
study aids online at https://
www.ucg.org/bible-study-tools/
booklets or call 1-888-886-8632 
to request your free copy.

Read more in our free study aid!



As the winter weather gets 
frigid and the temperatures 
drop, I am often reminded of 
Jesus’ command in Matthew 25 
to help those who are hungry, 
naked or sick. In doing this, He 
says, we show our love for Him 
(verse 40).

Where I live, there is a 
seemingly large population of 
unhoused individuals. Colder 
weather can be life-threaten-
ing for those without a warm 
home or resources to care for 
themselves. One efficient way 
to help out is to create a “cold 
weather kit” that can be gift-
ed to a person needing extra 
warmth.

What’s in a cold weather 
kit? Basic supplies and any-
thing that combats cold tem-
peratures!

It can be a long list to tackle 
on your own, but this process 
can be made easier by divid-

ing and conquering with other 
members of your congrega-
tion. Recently in Seattle, mem-
bers signed up to purchase a 
set number of items in bulk. 
We then brought our items 
together to assemble multiple 
kits that can be distributed 
from each person involved.

Of course, you can always 

collect supplies on your own 
too! Another option, if you 
don’t have common access to 
unhoused individuals, would 
be to collect items to donate to 
a shelter. Whichever method 
you choose, know that you are 
bringing glory to God by car-
ing for those who need it most.

Sonia Boyd
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lion households will receive an 
ad titled “What’s Next?” and in 
February an ad entitled “Why?” 
will reach five million more 
families. (See the ads below). 
Both ads target contemporary 
concerns (such as inflation) 
while explaining that the Bible 
offers help, hope and certainty 
in the midst of constant change 
and escalating troubles. Your 
prayers for God’s blessings on 
our ongoing print advertising 
campaign will be greatly ap-
preciated.

Preaching the Gospel as a 
Witness to All Nations

Jesus Christ told His disci-
ples: “This gospel of the king-
dom will be preached in all 
the world as a witness to all 
the nations, and then the end 
will come” (Matthew 24:14). 
The United Church of God 
acts upon this declaration by 
reaching out to people around 
the globe through a variety of 
contemporary media instru-
ments and methods. 

During the Council of El-
ders meeting in December 
2022, the following media sta-
tistics were conveyed which 
illustrate the extensive nature 
of the Church’s efforts to exe-
cute Christ’s vital commission. 
These included the fact that 
since 2002, 8.7 million pieces of 
literature were mailed from the 
home office. Also, from 1997 
until now, 52.4 million Good 

News/Beyond Today magazines 
were printed and distributed 
and since 1999, 95.9 million 
unique individuals visited the 
ucg.org website. Besides those 
benchmarks is the remarkable 
fact that 12.6 billion Internet 
advertising impressions have 
taken place since 2004. 

Although it can be diffi-
cult to comprehend enormous 

statistics like these, let’s not 
forget that these data points 
represent individual persons 
who have been touched by 
the gospel message of Jesus 
Christ. Therefore, please pray 
each day for God’s blessings 
that His Church can contin-
ue advancing unimpeded and 
in sustained divine power, to 
reach more people with His 
Word of truth! Let’s also pray 
that many would respond by 
turning their lives over to their 
great Creator.

One major aspect of the 
enormous effort to preach the 
gospel involves how billions of 
ad impressions of our written 
and video resources have tak-
en place via the Google, Bing 
and Yahoo Internet search 
engines since 2004. Through 
this powerful technology, the 
Church, from its home office, 
places search and display ads 
for Beyond Today magazine, 
BT television programs and all 
of our study aids (booklets). 
This has resulted in 12.6 bil-
lion “advertising impressions.” 
This means that Internet users 
in countries around the world 
can not only see our ads but 
have the opportunity to “click” 
on them—meaning they are 
redirected to our website 
where they can read literature, 
watch videos, request literature 
and conduct additional search-
es. Advertising through search 
engine technology brings far 
more people to our website at 
far less cost than we could ever 
do by our own efforts.

In another significant ef-
fort involving streaming ad-
vertising, for the past six years 
the Church has been running 
robust ad campaigns on Roku 
video streaming devices. These 
have generated 49 million ad-
vertising impressions and gen-
erated hundreds of thousands 
of “clicks.” During the past 12 
months alone, 25,000 ads have 
run each day with hundreds 
of Beyond Today videos being 

watched daily. More than one 
million of our BT videos have 
been watched on Roku.

Furthermore, Beyond To-
day video programming has 
been available for people to 
view on Amazon Fire TV, 
Samsung smart TVs, LG smart 
TVs, iOS devices and Android 
devices—all of which create 
a vital witness for the gospel. 

Please pray fervently for God’s 
continued blessings on these 
powerful efforts to preach the 
good news of Jesus Christ and 
God’s Kingdom throughout 
the world today.

It is vital to note that any 
endeavor the Church pursues 
won’t go anywhere without 
God’s blessings. Consider what 
King Solomon wrote: “Unless 
the Eternal builds the house, 
those who labor to raise it 
will have worked for nothing” 
(Psalm 127:1, The Voice). Also, 

God told Zerubbabel, “You 
will not succeed by your own 
strength or by your own pow-
er, but by my Spirit” (Zechariah 
4:6, New Century Version). Ac-
cordingly, all thanks and honor 
must always go to our Father in 
heaven for the financial and hu-
man resources He provides to 
accomplish His work.

While God’s Church as a 
united spiritual body under 
Jesus Christ (Ephesians 2:19) 
executes its duty to preach 
the gospel, each one of us as 
individual members need to 
wholeheartedly champion and 
rally behind this tremendous 
effort. And while doing so, 
let us pray that God will open 
greater media doors so that 
many more people in this dark 
age will hear and grasp the bib-
lical truths that you and I are 
so delighted to know and un-
derstand.

Furthermore, let’s pray that 
many individuals whom God 
is calling right now will re-
spond readily to His invitation 
(Matthew 22:14). Plus, as op-
portunities arise, let’s be eager 
to express to anyone who asks 
us the reason for the hope that 
lies within us (1 Peter 3:15). 
Finally, let us be fully deter-
mined to personally imitate 
Jesus Christ by our righteous 
behavior as shining examples 
of the wonderful gospel mes-
sage reaching the nations to-
day (Matthew 5:14-16, 24:14).

Peter Eddington

Continued from page 8Pray for the Gospel to Have Free Course

• Warm clothing such as hats, socks, gloves, scarves, etc. 
• Mylar emergency blankets
• Rain ponchos
• Hand and feet warmers
• High-visibility clothing or reflectors
• Ready-to-eat snacks
• Flashlights or headlamps
• Hygiene items
• First aid items
• Gift cards to grocery stores, coffee shops or fast-food restaurants 
• Shelter and/or safety informational fliers (can often be found 

at a local library)

Items to Include in a Cold Weather Kit



As is our custom, the finan-
cial statements of the United 
Church of God, an International 
Association, are printed in en-
tirety in the first issue of United 
News following the December 
Council of Elders meetings. 

In accordance with our by-
laws, an external audit of our fi-
nancial statements, procedures 
and operations is performed 
each year. The final report is 
presented to the Council of 
Elders at its December meet-
ing, then made public in the 
Church’s newspaper.

Again, this year, the Ohio-
based public accounting firm 
of Clark Schaefer Hackett was 
engaged to perform the audit 
for the fiscal year ended June 
30, 2022.

As we are now six months 
into the Church’s current fiscal 
year, it may be interesting to you 
to review some highlights of our 
past and current fiscal year.

First, let me report that the 
Church’s financial condition 
continues to be very strong, for 
which we are thankful to God 
and to the members, donors, 

coworkers and others who 
faithfully support His work.

Following are a few items 
and statistics of interest, with 
page reference to the attached 
financial statements, as you re-
view them.

Unmodified Opinion

On pages 1 and 2 of the 
audit report, the external ac-
counting firm states its opinion 
that the financial statements 
and information “present fair-
ly the financial position of [the 
Church] at June 30, 2022.”

Assets and Liabilities

On page 3, the Statement of 
Financial Position (otherwise 
known as the Balance Sheet) dis-
closes our asset and liability bal-
ances at year-end. It is notable 
that total assets of the Church 
have increased by 18% over the 
prior year. On page 14 (Note 8) 
of the report the balance in each 
restricted fund is noted. Dona-
tions made with specific desig-
nations are used only for those 

purposes. Cash balances contin-
ue at about the same level so far 
in this fiscal year.

Income and Expense

The Statement of Activities, 
otherwise known as the “Income 
Statement,” provides an over-
view of income and expenses by 
category for the fiscal year. The 
Church’s overall “income,” which 
primarily consists of tithes and of-
ferings (listed as contributions in 
the statement) and Holy Day of-
ferings increased overall by about 
$1 million in fiscal year 2022. As 
of the date of this writing, dona-
tions for the first six months of 
this fiscal year are running slightly 
above the same level as last year.

Assistance to the Needy 
(Third Tithe Assistance)

On the Statement of Function-
al Expense (page 5) you will note 
that in fiscal 2022, in recognition 
of its responsibility to help those 
with long- or short-term finan-
cial needs, the Church provided 
over $1 million in “assistance to 

the needy.” By comparison, about 
$420,000 was donated to the As-
sistance Fund during the year.

International Subsidy

Recognizing our commit-
ment to members outside the 
United States, the Church pro-
vides regular subsidies to sever-
al international areas, including 
congregations in Africa, the Ca-
ribbean, Europe, Southeast Asia, 
Mexico, South America and 
others. The total amount of such 
international assistance in fis-
cal 2022 exceeded $1.4 million, 
which does not include the cost 
of printing, postage and shipping 
of foreign language magazines 
and booklets.

Expenses

While the Income State-
ment shows overall expenses, if 

you are interested in more de-
tail on how money was spent, 
please review the Schedule of 
Functional Expenses on pages 
12 and 13.

As you can see, God con-
tinues to provide what the 
Church needs to accomplish 
its commission of preach-
ing the gospel and caring for 
the members of the Church 
around the world. We are 
grateful to Him, and to the 
members, coworkers and do-
nors who faithfully support 
the Work. May we all contin-
ually seek God’s will and be 
judicious in performing it.

As always, if you have any 
questions about the finances of 
the Church or anything in the 
attached financial statements, 
please feel free to contact me, 
or our recently appointed 
Treasurer, Barry Korthuis, at 
any time. UN
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Rick Shabi serves as the president of UCGIA and served previously 
as the treasurer. He holds a bachelor’s degree in business from 
Indiana University. He can be reached at rick_shabi@ucg.org
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Barry Korthuis was recommended by UCG president and former trea-
surer, Rick Shabi, for the roles of treasurer and Financial Services op-
eration manager. This was approved by the Council of Elders during 
their December meetings. Barry is an elder who serves in the great-
er Denver, Colorado area. Barry and his wife Sandy were married in 
1998 and currently reside in Castle Rock, Colorado.

We would like to thank UCG president, Rick Shabi, for his service 
as treasurer and Financial Services operation manager for the past 
eight years.

New UCG Treasurer, Barry Korthuis
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Unique individuals who visited the ucg.org 
website since 1999

95.9 million
BY THE NUMBERS

Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Milford, Ohio, and at 

additional mailing offices

When Will Peace Come to the Middle East?
Presented by Darris McNeely 
Literature offered: The Middle East in Bible Prophecy

Jan. 1-7

Jan. 8-14 New World Order
Presented by Steve Myers 
Literature offered: The Gospel of the Kingdom

Jan. 22-28 Burning Questions About Hell
Presented by Steve Myers 
Literature offered: Heaven and Hell: What Does the Bible Really Teach?

Jan. 29- 
Feb. 4

The Forgotten Message of Jesus Christ
Presented by Gary Petty 
Literature offered: Christ’s Reign on Earth: What It Will Be Like

Feb. 5-11 Forgive Us Our Debts
Presented by Darris McNeely 
Literature offered: Forgiveness Is Possible

Feb. 12-18 Nine Meals to Anarchy
Presented by Steve Myers 
Literature offered: You Can Have Living Faith

Feb. 19-25 The Jewish Temple and Bible Prophecy
Presented by Gary Petty 
Literature offered: Are We Living in the Time of the End?

Jan. 15-21 Is the Secret Rapture a Hoax?
Presented by Darris McNeely 
Literature offered: The Rapture vs. the Bible

Feb. 26- 
Mar. 4

The Irrelevant Commandments
Presented by Steve Myers 
Literature offered: The Ten Commandments

March 19, 2023—Ambassador 
Bible College’s annual Charity 
Auction program will take place 
on Sunday, March 19, from 1-4 
p.m. We hope to webcast the 
program live and hope that you 
will save the date to join us for 
fun, music and a good cause. 
This year, donations will raise 
money to help our brethren in 
Kadoma, Zimbabwe, have a safe 
place to fellowship and to keep 
the Feast of Tabernacles. We 
hope to see you there!

May 22-26, 2023—Registration 
is open for the Ambassador Bible 
College Continuing Education 
program, which will be held May 
22-May 26 at the home office 
in Milford, Ohio. During the 
program, faculty members will 
teach excerpts of classes from 
the ABC curriculum. Lunch and 
a continental breakfast will be 
provided each day. Tuition is $85 
per person, or $100 for married 
couples. Space is limited, so early 
registration is encouraged. To 
register, please contact Katherine 
Rowland at (513) 576-9796 or 
katherine_rowland@ucg.org.

Ambassador Bible College Events

This nine-month intensive program dives deep into the Scrip-
tures. Classes include Pentateuch, Major and Minor Prophets, 
Wisdom Literature, World News and Prophecy (including Daniel 
and Revelation), the Gospels, Practical Christianity, Epistles of 
Paul, General Epistles, Public Speaking and more.

The program welcomes students from 18 years in age and up 
who are mature enough for this intensive program of biblical 
study. A high school diploma or equivalent is required. The pro-
gram matches an annual academic year, beginning in late August 
and ending in May. At the successful completion of the course, 
students receive a Diploma in Biblical Studies.

Several ABC student houses are available at a fair rent rate. These 
houses are owned by a Church member specifically for the pur-
pose of providing safe and affordable housing to the students. 

Please contact ABC Coordinator Frank Dunkle (frank_dunkle@
ucg.org) for more information about Ambassador Bible College.

• Learn God’s Word inside and out
• Make friends and memories that will last a lifetime
• Prove the truth of the Bible for yourself
• Tuition is only $2,500 and some partial waivers are available 

based on need

Apply today at abc.ucg.org/applications

Undecided On Your Fall Plans?
Consider Coming to ABC!
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https://www.ucg.org/beyond-today

