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On Jan. 27-29, couples and 
families from the North Can-
ton, Youngstown, Wheeling and 
Pittsburgh congregations en-
joyed a getaway in Youngstown, 
Ohio, for a marriage seminar 
weekend. Each seminar session 
was introduced by one of five 
couples from the surrounding 
congregations, followed by a re-
corded seminar from Dr. Gary 
Chapman (renowned author of 
the book, The Five Love Languag-
es), and followed up with interac-
tive discussions and questions.

The enriching topics includ-
ed in this series were: “Commu-
nication 101,” “Understanding 
and Expressing Love,” “Initiat-
ing Positive Change,” “How to 
Make Sex a Mutual Joy” and 
“How to Share Things That Bug 
You.” Couples, both young and 
old, found themselves laughing 
and enjoying the events as they 
listened and shared their expe-
riences and lessons on the joys 

and difficulties of marriage. 
In between seminars, attend-

ees also shared meals together—
one catered meal and the others 
in the home of their pastor Ryan 
Hall and his wife Nissa. Couples 
enjoyed a “not-so-newlywed” 
game and fellowship, alongside 
the delicious food generously 
prepared for everyone. 

On the Sabbath, they also 
joined together for services in the 

hotel where most couples were 
staying for the event. During the 
seminars, volunteers and family 
members also graciously pro-
vided childcare for couples with 
young children so they could get 
the most out of the event.

The seminars were engaging 
and practical, and those who at-
tended are looking forward to 
future meetings to care for their 
marriages and Christian walk. UN

Northeast Ohio Congregations Host Marriage Seminars
by Amanda Miller

Couples and families enjoyed an inspiring weekend.

The Council of Elders held its 
regular February meeting at the 
home office from Monday, Feb. 13 
through Thursday Feb. 16, 2023. 
Ten Council members met in per-
son, along with staff from Church 
administration, while members 
Brian Shaw and Scott Ashley par-
ticipated via video link. 

On Monday, President Rick 
Shabi gave a report to the Coun-
cil, as did Operation Managers 
Peter Eddington, Barry Korthu-
is and Steve Myers. Chairmen 
of the Council’s standing com-

mittees also gave reports. The 
Council approved the Strategic 
and Operation Plans and annual 
budget to be ratified by the Gen-
eral Conference of Elders at its 
annual meeting in May.

A significant amount of time 
was devoted to discussing presen-
tations from the Doctrine Com-
mittee and Appendix C of a new 
paper on the Hebrew Calendar 
was approved. The Council and 
administration also reviewed re-
sults of a survey of Church mem-
bers. The Council also authorized 
the formation of a Nominating 
Committee that will examine the 
General Conference of Elders’ pro-

cedures for choosing men to serve 
on the Council of Elders. The ma-
jority of men to serve on this com-
mittee will be men in the GCE who 
are not currently serving on the 
COE, with the goal of making rec-
ommendations for improvements.

Serving on the Council of 
Elders entails many hours of 
hard work. While each mem-
ber must contribute, collabo-
ration involves accepting re-
vision and modification of an 
individual’s work for the sake 
of accomplishing what is best 
for God’s Church. This group 
continues to set a terrific ex-
ample of this. UN

Quarterly Council of Elders Meetings Held in February
by Frank Dunkle
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(John LaBissoniere)—pg. 10
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2 International Camp Report: Australia

In December 2018, the 
United Church of God—Aus-
tralia last held its annual Unit-
ed Youth Camp in the South-
ern Highlands of New South 
Wales. The venue for summer 
camp for the previous 14 years 
was the Wombaroo Adventure 
Centre, located not far from 
the small towns of Mittagong 
and Bowral. Wombaroo is in 
a remote location—isolated 
from civilization and ideal 
for such a camp. Little did we 
know, circumstances beyond 
anyone’s control would see this 
camp shut down for the follow-
ing three summers. 

Just five days before camp 
was to start in December 2019, 
and after much planning and 
preparation, we were forced 
to cancel due to the raging 
bush fires that were engulfing 
much of Australia. We kept a 
prayerful, watchful eye on our 
beloved campsite via online 
“fire watch” sites and apps as 
the campsite was literally sur-
rounded by the out-of-control 
fires. A national prayer re-
quest was made seeking God’s 
protection for the site. There 
were times when the site was 
directly threatened, but we are 
very grateful for God’s protec-
tion. The fires totally devasted 
the surrounding regions, but 
Wombaroo was spared.

Then in 2020, COVID-19 
shut down everything! We 
were not able to hold camp 
for the next two years. This 
greatly saddened our youth all 
over Australia (and beyond) 
because this is the only UYC 
camp that we have in the Land 
Down Under. Previously, we 
have welcomed campers from 
the United States, Malaysia, 
Sri Lanka, Tonga and New 
Zealand. There are no other 
UYC camps at any other time 
of the year this far south of 
the equator. Given the uncer-
tainty resulting from the pre-
vious three years, we proceed-
ed cautiously in planning the 

2022 camp. Thankfully, it was 
a “green light” and camp was 
officially on! 

Reuniting with “old friends”

Camp organizers, along 
with the kitchen coordinators, 
arrived two days prior to the 
start of camp. We were over-
whelmed by the memories of 
many previous camps and the 
realization of just how vulner-
able camp can be (along with 
many other liberties we tend to 
take for granted). It was quite 
an emotional moment. Sever-
al kangaroos greeted us in the 
evening on that first night as if 
to say “Hey! Where have you 
been? We’ve missed you!” Sun-
rise mornings and dusk eve-
nings always saw many kanga-
roos grazing in the fields, along 
with a few cuddly wombats 
that also graced us with their 
presence. The remote location 
provides the perfect environ-
ment for seeing the Australian 
wildlife—which at times in-
cludes some dangerous spiders 
and snakes!

The campers arrived on 
Tuesday afternoon and we 
were presented with another 
shock. We had not seen many 
of these young people for near-
ly four years. They had grown 
so much! Lots of hugs and a 
few tears were had by many. It 
was great to be back!

Grateful for the opportunity

Everyone was so thankful 
to be together and to actually 
have a camp. It was quite dis-
heartening for staff and camp-
ers alike to be denied camp 
several years in a row. In camp 
director Stephen Clark’s first 
Christian living class, he asked 
a question: “What did we learn 
from COVID-19?” The an-
swers came fast and furious, 
but one obvious answer stood 
out. We cannot plan or rely on 
anything in this world with 

certainty anymore. Only God’s 
Word and God’s promises are 
certain. 

These last few years were 
very hard on our youth, es-
pecially for those in remote 
areas. It was wonderful to see 
our campers come together 
and reaffirm friendships that 
were made four or more years 
ago, as well as now making 
new friendships. There were 
32 campers who were in atten-
dance for the very first time 
this year—an unprecedented 
number. We had 57 campers 
and 26 staff in total. We were 
also blessed to have one young 
man from Sri Lanka and one 
from Malaysia join us for 
camp. While there were chal-
lenges for these young people 
to come to Australia, it was 
important that they took the 
opportunity while they could. 
Again, there is no certainty 
they will have the opportunity 
in the future.

Christian living

Christian living was held 
every morning at 8, intend-
ed to set all of our minds on 
God’s Word at the beginning 
of the day. 

This year’s Christian living 
theme was, “Learn to Fear the 
Lord.” Each class discussed 
different aspects of this theme. 
Why should we fear God? 
Where should we fear God? 
How do we fear God? When 
do we fear God? Whom do you 
fear (God or man)? What do 
you fear? These topics were ex-
plored thoroughly from the Bi-
ble and the campers (and staff) 
came away with a much better 
understanding and apprecia-
tion of what it means to “fear 
the Lord.”

In addition to the Sabbath 
service, the Sabbath morning 
brought the whole of camp to-
gether to participate in “Sab-
bath scenarios.” One or two 
staff members each role played 

a current social/moral dilem-
ma, presenting the “worldly 
view” on such things as gender 
fluidity and transgenderism, 
homosexual marriage and New 
Year’s celebrations, among oth-
ers. The campers were placed 
into small groups and tasked 
with determining a biblical re-
sponse to these dilemmas. It 
has always been encouraging 
to see them diving into their 
Bibles and finding the answers.

A Sunday night discussion 
also took place on the subject 
of “The Fork in the Road.” 
Based on the life of Joseph, 
the discussion focused on 
how we are all faced with dif-
ficult circumstances in life. 
Some will be a result of our 
own mistakes and sins; oth-
ers, like Joseph’s, occur even 
though we may not have done 
anything wrong. The “fork” 
is what our response will be. 
Will we take a “why me?” ap-
proach and say it is not fair—
playing the victim card? Or 
will we say, “what now?” and 
take responsibility for what 
we do from here, looking for 
the opportunities to glorify 
God in our choices?

Activity Schedule

Activities this year included 
speedball (a fast-paced sport 
that combines many aspects of 
other sports), touch football, 
archery, dodgeball, high ropes, 
vertical playpen, the “challenge 
hike” (built around a biblical 
theme with various challeng-
ing dilemmas), art, speech, 
music (new this year—and a 
huge hit!), team building, ori-
enteering, skit class, service 
and a camp favorite—dance! 

Australia is unique in that 
we do not order our daily camp 
activities by dorms, but rather 
by “teams.” We had four teams 
this year which were com-
prised of boys and girls aged 
11 to 18. There were around 14 
campers on each team. There 

were also “team leaders”—usu-
ally the oldest male and female 
campers in each team—who 
were responsible for making 
sure their team stayed together 
and on time to activities, which 
began at 9 a.m. After activities 
finished around 5 p.m., it was 
then up to the “dorm leaders” 
to look after their dorms and 
make sure they were on time 
for dinner, evening activities, 
dorm chats at night and lights 
out at 10:30 p.m.! Importantly, 
they were responsible for mak-
ing sure campers were up the 
next morning for breakfast at 7 
and Christian living classes.

Special evening activities 
included: team game night, 
fireside chat/sing-along; Fri-
day night hymn sing/song-
leading and choir practice, 
Saturday night dance, speech 
banquet, skit night and the fi-
nal banquet/dance.

Letter to parents

Camp director Stephen 
Clark sent a letter to all the 
parents/guardians of the 
campers after camp was over 
to give an overview of what 
was accomplished during this 
eight-day period. He summed 
up the experience by saying, 
“Camp is busy but so very re-
warding! The youth are im-
mersed in a godly environ-
ment of activity. There is a lot 
for them to process and con-
sider. The learning opportuni-
ties are numerous. The friend-
ships with their peers and the 
staff can last a lifetime. It is 
the pleasure of the staff and 
the Church to run the annual 
camp program. What we seek 
to instill at camp can only take 
up residence in the hearts of 
these little ones if we are all 
learning to fear the Lord. Will 
you do your part to ensure the 
precious calling God offers to 
these young people is given ev-
ery possibility of taking root?”

Mandy Jennings
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Peter Eddington is 
the Media and Com-
munications Services
operation manager for 
UCG and an elder who 

serves in the Cincinnati, Ohio, area. He can 
be reached at peter_eddington@ucg.org.

As my predecessor and Presi-
dent of UCGIA, Rick Shabi wrote 
on January 8, 2023 (https://
www.ucg.org/members/unit-
ed-news/audited-financial-state-
ments-2021-2022) in an United 
News article “Audited Financial 
Statements 2021-2022,” the audit 
results reflect the financial condi-
tion of the Church and it contin-
ues to be very strong.

With the end of January 
marking the seventh month into 
our fiscal year, we are encouraged 
in reporting that General Contri-
butions and Holy Day Offerings 
have increased 9.4 percent for 

the seven-month period ending 
January 31, 2023, as compared 
to the same period in the prior 
year. This is also a 13.0 percent 
increase over budget for this sev-
en-month period.

In Philippians chapter 4, the 
apostle Paul writes about the 
generosity of faithful followers 
in Philippi, and how pleasing it 
is to God (who is ultimately the 
source of it). In verse 19 it reads, 
“And my God shall supply all 
your need according to His rich-
es in glory by Christ Jesus…”  

God continues to bless, He 
continues His generosity, and 

He continues to share in His 
riches, including financial ones. 
We know and trust that He will 
see us through whatever comes 
our way in the wake of an ev-
er-changing world.

God provides the Church 
with what it needs to ac-
complish the commission of 
preaching the gospel and car-
ing for the members of the 

Church around the world. We 
are grateful to Him, and to the 
members, coworkers and do-
nors who faithfully support the 
work. May we all continually 
seek God’s will and be faithful 
in submitting to it.

Until next time, if you have 
any questions about the finances 
of the Church, please feel free to 
contact me. UN
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Media Updates

Updates from Ministerial and Member Services

On the Eighth Day, Oct. 17, 2022, Enzo Alfieri was ordained into the ministry. He and his 
wife, Margherita, serve the congregation in Bergamo, Italy.

In January 2023, Mark Welch, who formerly headed the Ministerial and Member Services 
department, was appointed the pastor of the Cincinnati, Ohio, congregations. Steve Myers, who 
had previously been pastor of those congregations, was appointed the operation manager for 
Ministerial and Member Services.

Please pray for God’s Spirit and wisdom to guide these ministers as they move into their 
new roles. Pray also for a smooth transition for these men, their families and the congrega-
tions where they serve.

Included are some recent 
updates on Church media along 
with some graphs to illustrate 
some statistics from 2022.

Magazine Subscribers

U.S. Beyond Today mag-
azine subscribers for the 
January/February issue is 
at 280,389. That’s 2.7 per-
cent higher than last January. 
Worldwide circulation stands 
at 330,050 which is 2.4 percent 
higher than a year ago.

YouTube Views

The Church’s Beyond Today 
YouTube channel has had 15.4 
million video views since 2006 
(a 5.5 percent increase over last 
year) and it has 69,100 sub-
scribers (a 4.5 percent increase 
over last year). 833,334 videos 
were watched in 2022, with an 
average view time of 9:42.

YouTube Sermons

The Church’s Sermon You-
Tube channel has had 730,659 
video views (21.7 percent more 
than last year) and it has 6,390 
subscribers (17 percent over 
last year). 146,941 videos were 
watched in 2022, with an aver-
age view time of 19:22. UN

Visit our YouTube channel, 
@BeyondTodayT V  and 
@UCGsermons to enjoy 
these excellent resources.
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Births

Marlow Joann Britt
Steven and Danielle Britt 

are overjoyed to announce the 
birth of their second daughter, 
Marlow Joann Britt, on Jan. 11, 
2023. She weighed 6 pounds 
14 ounces, and measured 19 
inches long. Grandparents 
Jerry and Sandy Brenner are 
thrilled at the addition of their 
fourth grandchild, now a total 
of two boys and two girls. Lit-
tle Marlow’s parents express 
their immense gratitude to 
God for the miraculous bless-
ing of love and joy that comes 
with new life.

Emma Jean Brosius
Travis and Julia (Weaner) 

Brosius of York, Pennsylvania 
are happy to announce the ar-
rival of their little girl, Emma 
Jean Brosius. Emma was born 
Jan. 8, 2023 at 8:47 a.m., 7 
pounds 11 ounces and 21 
inches long. Big brother Levi 
enjoys helping and kissing his 
little sister.

Grandparents Alan and 
Christina Weaner of York, Penn-
sylvania, and Mark and Vanea 
Brosius of Lewistown, Pennsyl-
vania, are happy to have another 
little one to love on.

Evelynn ReNae Creech
Nathan and Courtney 

Creech of the Cincinnati East, 
Ohio, congregation are excit-
ed to announce the birth of 
their daughter, Evelynn ReNae 
Creech. Evelynn was born at 
9:33 a.m. on Nov. 28, 2022. She 
weighed 6 pounds 7 ounces and 
was 19 inches long. Big broth-
er Roran adores his little sister. 
Parents and family are thankful 
for a safe delivery and excited 
for the new addition.

Dekha Charis Ringo
Daniel and Carolyn Ringo 

of the Blantyre, Malawi, con-
gregation are pleased to an-
nounce the birth of their first 
child, Dekha Charis Ringo. She 
was born at 12:05 a.m. on Feb. 
5, 2023. She weighed 7 pounds 
23 ounces.

Remington Maverick Salva
Hello, world! Introducing 

Remington Maverick Salva, 
born on Jan. 18, 2023 at 1:37 
p.m. at the Winchester District 
Memorial Hospital in Win-
chester, Ontario. Remington 
weighed in at a tiny 6 pounds 2 
ounces and was 19 inches long 
from head to cute tiptoes. His 
parents, Anthony and Heidi 
Salva, are overjoyed with this 
new great blessing from God 

and have fallen in love with 
their son in a way they have 
never known. The Salva family 
resides in Kemptville, Ontario 
and attends the Ottawa con-
gregation. Anthony was born 
in Massachusetts and moved to 
Canada after marrying Heidi in 
2019. It has truly taken a village 
of prayers to bring Remington 
into this world.

Amelia Joy Stephens
Michael and Mariah Ste-

phens are delighted to announce 
the birth of their daughter, 
Amelia Joy Stephens, born Dec. 
28 at 10:43 a.m. She weighed 8 
pounds 13 ounces and measured 
20½ inches long. The family is 
very excited for the new addi-
tion of this sweet little girl!

Weddings

John Vick and  
Michele Mitchell

Michele Mitchell of Hous-
ton, Texas, and John Vick of 
Wichita, Kansas, are delighted to 
announce their wedding on Oct. 
7, 2022, in the beautiful Rocky 
Mountain National Park during 
the turning of the fall leaves. 
Kent Foraker, of Kansas, officiat-
ed the intimate ceremony.

The couple met on the cogs-
ingles.org website, which pro-
vides the opportunity for singles 
from Churches of God to con-
nect that would not otherwise 
cross paths.

John and Michele now reside 
in Austin, Texas.

Obituaries

Joy H. Hastings

Joy went to dental hygiene 
school and worked as a hy-
gienist for several years in San 
Diego. She met Ralph, her hus-
band of 65 years, in San Diego 
in 1943 while he was on leave 
from the Navy. They married in 
1944. Then Ralph received his 
orders to come stateside. They 
went to Bremerton, Washing-
ton, where in 1946, they had 
their first child, Roger. Next, 
they moved to Kansas, where 
Ralph was from. They moved 
again from Kansas to Wyoming 
for Ralph to work in the oil field 
and eventually a ranch where 
they had their second son, 
Andy, in 1955. Joy and Ralph 
then started on an adventure of 
a lifetime—homesteading 160 
acres of sagebrush in Southern 
Idaho. For 13 years that was 
home and a way of life. It was 

there that she and Ralph lost 
their firstborn son to a freak 
hunting accident, but they were 
also blessed with two daugh-
ters, Ida and Claudia.

After the sale of the farm, 
Joy and the kids went to San Di-
ego until Ralph could find work 
back in the oil field in Colorado. 
They settled in Fort Morgan, 
Colorado, in 1968. This is where 
Joy discovered the Worldwide 
Church of God. She became a 
devout follower of the teach-
ings of Jesus Christ. Through the 
years, she and the kids traveled 
between Ft. Morgan and San Di-
ego, where she attended Church 
and became a baptized member 
in April 1972.

Joy is preceded in death by 
her husband Ralph, son Roger 
and her parents.

Lucien Hughs Jr.
Lucien Hughes Jr. was born 

on Aug. 28, 1941 and died May 
29, 2022. He married Char-
lotte Henderson on Jan. 14, 
1967. Lucien and Charlotte 
started listening to Mr. Her-
bert Armstrong on the radio 
in the late ‘60s and they were 
baptized in 1975 in a river that 
bordered their property. They 
attended the Eau Claire, Wis-
consin, congregation before 
moving to Illinois.

Evelynn ReNae Creech

Nov. 28, 2022

Announcements

Remington Maverick Salva

Jan. 18, 2023

Emma Jean Brosius

Jan. 8, 2023

Dekha Charis Ringo

Feb. 5, 2023

Marlow Joann Britt

Jan. 11, 2023

Do you have a long commute? Perhaps you listen to podcasts 
while you exercise, clean the house or work on the car. The 
United Church of God regularly posts sermons and Beyond Today 
programs in podcast format so they’re easy to take with you 
throughout your day! In addition to sermons, the UCG sermons 
podcast includes select ABC classes and Bible studies.

You can find these podcasts in Apple Podcasts or your equivalent 
podcast app. Search for Beyond Today and United Church 
of God Sermons and press “subscribe” to begin enjoying this 
excellent resource.

Beyond Today and Sermon Podcasts
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John Vick & Michele Mitchell

Oct. 7, 2022

Lucien Hughs Jr.

Aug. 28, 1941-May 29, 2022

Lynn S. Williams

Jan. 5, 2022

Amelia Joy Stephens

Dec. 28, 2022

Announcements

Lucien was a brick mason by 
trade. He served in the Army for 
three years as a radio operator. 
He enjoyed country music and 
playing the guitar.

He and Charlotte had three 
sons: Lucien III, Lee Edward 
(now deceased) and Lawrence, 
as well as one grandson: Law-
rence Jr.

Jimmie Daniels Page
Jimmie Daniels Page, 85, 

of Clemmons, North Carolina, 
passed away on Oct. 13, 2022 

at her home. Jimmie was an 
active member of the United 
Church of God in Greensboro, 
North Carolina. She loved gar-
dening and spending time with 
her children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. She 
is survived by her daughters: 
Marsha Weifenbach and hus-
band Steve of Winston Salem, 
North Carolina; Bonnie Todd 
and husband Alan of East 
Bend, North Carolina; Jenelle 
Taylor and husband David of 
Charlotte, North Carolina; 

six grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren. In addi-
tion to her parents, Jimmie was 
preceded in death by her hus-
band, Marvin Page. A private 
graveside service was held.

Lynn S. Williams
Lynn S. Williams was born 

in Brooklyn, New York and 
started attending Worldwide 
Church of God in 1975. Lynn 
passed away suddenly at her 
home on Jan. 5, 2022. She was 
laid to rest in a private ceremo-

ny at Pine Lawn Mausoleum in 
Farmingdale, New York.

As a former college pro-
fessor and a mediator for the 
court system, Mediation Be-
yond Borders International 
and the Institute for Mediation 
and Conflict Resolution, Lynn 
served in a wide range of hu-
manitarian services that made 
a difference in the lives of 
many people as well as in their 
communities.

Lynn received her master’s 
degree from Long Island Uni-

versity. She is the author of 
several articles on the weekly 
Sabbath and the Holy Days in 
many Churches of God pub-
lications and newsletters and 
was also featured in the Har-
lem Community News pro-
moting women in business.

Her hobbies were writing, 
traveling and serving. She leaves 
behind her mom, Jean; dad, 
Louis; great-aunt, Geraldine; a 
host of other relatives, friends 
and colleagues and thousands 
of Church brethren. UN

Jimmy Daniels Page

Dec. 26, 1936-Oct. 13, 2022

Below are the latest reports 
highlighting some of the work 
of preaching the gospel. Let us 
all continue praying earnest-
ly and faithfully that God will 
give His Church open doors 
so His message may reach the 
eyes and ears of people all over 
the world (2 Thessalonians 3:1; 
Romans 10:15).

God’s Work in English- 
Speaking West Africa

Paul Moody, senior pas-
tor for English-speaking West 
Africa wrote: “Unstable world 
conditions can have a direct im-
pact on the Church’s endeavor 
to spread the gospel message. 
One element that challenges our 
proclamation efforts in certain 
developing nations is financial 
instability. On one hand, volatile 
financial markets present obsta-

cles to traditional methods of 
promoting the gospel through 
print, broadcast and online me-
dia. Yet at the same time, eco-
nomic uncertainty also provides 
fertile ground for receiving a 
message of hope, as those living 
under such conditions become 
increasingly desperate for last-
ing solutions. Over the past year, 
the West African countries of 
Nigeria and Ghana have suffered 
economic whiplash due to a fi-
nancial rollercoaster ride which 
is still ongoing.

“In the midst of these eco-
nomic challenges, the United 
Church of God in Nigeria and 
Ghana continue to proclaim 
a message of hope through 
their magazine distributions, 
Sabbath service webcasts, ra-
dio broadcasts and planned 
Kingdom of God seminars. 
Please pray for their efforts 
to bear fruit as they connect 
with the hearts and minds of 

those seeking godly solutions 
to a world in crisis. Pray for 
the gospel to have free course! 
Pray for the economic stability 
and well-being of our brethren 
around the world who shine 
as lights for the soon-coming 
Kingdom of God.”

The Work of God in Angola

Jorge de Campos, senior 
pastor of the work of God in 
the Portuguese-speaking ar-
eas, wrote: “Angola is a Por-
tuguese-speaking country in 
Southwest Africa which is 
about 1.8 times bigger than 
Texas with about 35 million 
people. UCG Angola has 70 
congregations, 1,800 bap-
tized members and an average 
Sabbath attendance of 4,500 
brethren. We are printing 
1,500 Boa Novas (the 28-page 
Portuguese version of Beyond 
Today) in Angola.

“The greatest concern in 
Angola is that their national 
law of ‘religious freedom’ re-
quires a church to continue 
assembling only if they have 
in Angola 60,000 signatories 
as members of the organiza-
tion. Their Angolan Nation-
al Council is looking at legal 
ways to address this seeming-
ly impossible situation. In the 
meantime, the brethren con-
tinue to gather in peace. Their 
faith that they will be able to 
resolve the issue with God’s 
help is very encouraging. 
Please pray for open doors 
and favor so that these breth-
ren may continue to assemble 
and fellowship in peace.”

US Print Advertising—
March 2023

We have greatly appreci-
ated your prayers for the suc-
cess of our 2022-23 print ad-

vertising campaign in Sunday 
newspaper coupon inserts. 
Response by mail, telephone 
and our website has been very 
good since it began arriving at 
the home office in September 
2022. In March 2023, the cam-
paign continued with an addi-
tional 25 million ads offering 
our study aid, “Jesus Christ: 
the Real Story,” as well as 25 
million ads for “Angels: God’s 
Messengers.”

As always, God’s guidance 
and direction on this effort 
is imperative. People real-
ly need to learn about their 
awesome Creator, His teach-
ings and His wonderful way 
of life. Therefore, please pray 
that many people will not 
only see our ads, but will re-
spond to them.

by Peter Eddington

Continued on next page
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William Howard Robinson Jr., also known as Bill, 
was born on July 8, 1947 and died Jan. 8, 2023 at 
the Virginia Hospital Center in Arlington, Virginia, 
after a brief illness. Bill was born to William How-
ard Sr. and Mary Edith Robinson in Vienna, on the 
Eastern Shore of Maryland. His public education 
was completed at Mace’s Lane High School, where he 
excelled academically, developed a passion for mu-
sic of all types from jazz to classical and forged some 
lifelong friendships within the class of 1965.

 After graduation, Bill attended Morgan State Col-
lege in Baltimore, Maryland, where he majored in math-
ematics. Bill married the love of his life, Nancy Caro-
lyn Moore, in a small, intimate wedding in her parent’s 
home. The young couple soon welcomed Tira, William 
the 3rd, Allysha and a niece, Patrice, into their home.

Bill’s faith was a central aspect to his life. In late 
1974 Bill and Carolyn began attending the World-
wide Church of God in Baltimore, Maryland. He was 
baptized in 1976 and committed himself to learning 
God’s ways and service. Bill participated in Spokes-
man Club, choirs and a variety of youth program-
ming of the Church. His passion included spending 
time and developing deep relationships with breth-
ren from many areas of the country.

In 1995, Bill and Carolyn began attending the 
United Church of God in Columbia, Maryland. He 
was ordained a deacon in June 2000 and an elder in 
April 2014. Together with Carolyn, Bill was active 
in the care and support of the brethren. Ever ready 
to serve, he opened his home to guests for services, 
summer relaxers and church picnics. He was present 
at many other social gatherings. He blessed babies, 
assisted with baptisms and taught about a walk of 
life focused on Jesus Christ and our Heavenly Father.

In retirement, Bill discovered a love of garden-
ing. He spent many hours developing garden spac-
es around his house, where he grew beans, peppers, 
greens, cabbage and tomatoes that routinely grew 
over 12 feet in height. He became an expert at us-
ing his intellect and creativity to solve problems and 
improve his growing areas, including converting an 
old chicken coop into a greenhouse, used with great 
success last year.

Bill leaves to mourn him deeply his wife, Caro-
lyn; children, Tira (Scott) Patterson, William (Syl-
via) Robinson, Allysha (Aaron) Jenkins and Patrice 
Daniels; grandchildren, Rachel Patterson, McKen-
na Patterson, Kyla Patterson, Layla Jenkins, Sara 
Ghee and Bryce Daniels; four siblings; three aunts; 
three sisters-in-law and hosts of nieces, nephews, 
cousins, much loved brethren and dear friends. UN

Carol Morgan, the wife of elder William Morgan of 
the Show Low, Arizona, congregation, died on Jan. 21 
at age 83. She was born on Sept. 14, 1939, in Warren, 
Ohio. She married William on June 11, 1961. She was 
baptized in the Church of God in September 1963.

She had two children, Sandra in 1962 and Brian 
in 1966, who are members of the Church of God. She 
was always known as a loving servant of God’s peo-
ple in assisting her husband as an elder. She loved 
preparing Mexican food and other dinners for Sab-
bath guests. She never wavered in her love of God’s 
truth and looked forward to His Kingdom.

Surviving are her husband William (Bill), 88, 
daughter Sandra, son Brian, daughter-in-law Su-
zanne, grandson Jared and granddaughters Tabitha 
and Abbigail. UN

Honoring Deceased Elders and Wives
William Howard Robinson Jr. Carol Morgan

US Print Advertising—
April 2023

The 2022-23 fiscal year 
print advertising campaign of 
the United Church of God will 
draw to a close at the end of 
April 2023. Two new ads will 
be tested offering a subscrip-
tion to Beyond Today magazine. 
The headline featured on both 
ads will state “Hope: When All 
Seems Hopeless” with the sub-
head declaring “Discover where 
you can find real, lasting hope 
when trials have no end and de-
spair threatens to leave you bit-
ter and defeated.” One ad show-
ing a photo of a man will reach 
five million households and the 
other ad featuring a photo of a 
woman will target an additional 
five million households.

Your prayers for God’s bless-
ings on these new test ads will 
be greatly appreciated. Plus, we 
offer our thanks for your ongo-
ing prayers for all the Church’s 
efforts to reach people through-
out the world with the awesome 
gospel of Jesus Christ and the 
coming Kingdom of God. UN

Praying for the Gospel to Have Free Course Continued from page 5
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thing. If we’ve been in the Church a while, 
we should grow in confidence and be able to 
know that we have changed and our efforts 
are to walk as Christ walked, using the Word 
of God as a guide. Any improvement we see 
is a confirmation that God is working in us. 
We can come boldly to our Father when we 
are more confident that we are pleasing Him 
(Hebrews 4:16).

Self-examination is not just for Passover

Self-examination is important throughout 
our journey of conversion. Individuals who 
are considering baptism will have spent some 
time contemplating how helpless, flawed and 
incomplete they really are without a deep, per-
sonal connection with God—and how God’s 
forgiveness gives us hope and the relief to 
know we are on the right path.

The nuts and bolts of self-examination

If we’re going to accomplish what we 
should with our self-examinations, we need 
to put in some quality time, and we need to 
be thorough. Just reflecting on our flaws for 
a few minutes in the car as we drive to the 
Passover service isn’t sufficient. What follows 
are some steps we can all take to make our 
self-examinations more effective. The focus 
here is on preparing for Passover, but these 
suggestions could apply to any self-evalua-
tion, any time of the year.

Seek God’s involvement.

Set aside a day before Passover to fast and for ex-
tra prayer time. Fasting increases our sense of humil-
ity and reminds us how much we need God—which 
is exactly the mindset we need to have for self-ex-
amination and the Passover service. If we sincerely 
ask God to reveal our faults to us, He will (see Psalm 
19:12-13; 51:6; 139:23-24). We all know we are not 
worthy of His grace, but we need to be confident of 
His love. God will never forsake us. 

Use the Bible as the yardstick for evaluation.

Plan some personal Bible studies before Passover, 
dedicated to helping you appraise your spiritual life. 
Carefully reflect on what you read in God’s Word, to 
see how you measure up.

A good place to start is the Ten Commandments. 
Go through each commandment, and think about 

Self-Examination:
Why it’s Necessary 
and How to Make 
Yours More Effective
Self-examination is 
important throughout 
our journey of 
conversion.

by Becky Sweat

Even after our initial washing from sin at baptism, God expects  
us to continue to work at overcoming.
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The apostle Paul gave his life in the ser-
vice of Christ and raised up many church-
es. It seems none had as many problems as 
the Church in Corinth. In this Church, Paul 
found many who were still carnal and careless 
with the gift of salvation God offers through 
Christ. In 1 Corinthians 11:19, 21-31, Paul 
states that he does not praise their attitudes. 
He goes on to strongly state that they were 
not properly examining themselves in the 
light of the Passover and Christ’s sacrifice. 
Some had already suffered and even died for 
taking the Passover unworthily (verse 30). 
It is a good admonition to examine ourselves from 
time to time and especially at the Passover. We must 
never let ourselves sink into the attitudes Paul wrote 
about. We are to take the Passover in remembrance 
of Christ (verse 25).

In 2 Corinthians 13:5, the apostle Paul admon-
ishes the Corinthians to “Examine yourselves as to 
whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves.” This 
letter was written because of the many problems Paul 
could see (12:20). It is good to recognize the strong 
language Paul uses and be sure we prepare for the 
Passover in a way that pleases God. The word trans-
lated “examine” is the Greek word peirazo, which re-
fers to an intense self-inspection. It refers to taking 
a spiritual inventory of our lives, and the intensity 
is always great when we approach baptism, but the 
concern to be pleasing to God should never leave us. 
How are we doing in our Christian walk?  And are we 
showing the appreciation we should have for Christ’s 

sacrifice by the way we live? This deep self-examina-
tion is what we do before baptism when we recognize 
that we have sinned before God and need to make a 
complete turn from sin to godliness as we strive to 
walk as Jesus walked. The gift God gives at baptism 
is the full forgiveness of all of our sins and the pres-
ence of the Father and Son in each person through 
His Spirit. Your past sins no longer exist, but we are 
left with faults such as vanity, ego, pride. God works 
in us like the Master Potter to help us improve. 

What self-examination can reveal 

When we examine ourselves, our objectives should 
be twofold. One, we should be trying to identify areas 
in our lives that need changing and asking God to 
work with us. In Ephesians 4:22-24 we’re urged “put 
off . . . the old man” and put on the new man. Even 
after our initial washing from sin at baptism, God ex-
pects us to continue to work at overcoming.

The second thing our self-examination should 
accomplish is to establish that we are indeed “within 
the faith.” The Greek word peirazo used in 2 Cor-
inthians 13:5 carries with it the idea of examining 
ourselves for the purpose of making proof of some-

Continued on next page

Are we showing the appreciation we 
should have for Christ’s sacrifice by 
the way we live?
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Adapting the model for personal use 

Many can recite the model prayer from mem-
ory, but is that what God wants? Jesus Christ 
warned against “vain repetitions” (Matthew 6:7). 
A Being who designed such diversity and beauty 
on earth would surely appreciate variety and per-
sonal input from His children, rather than words 
recited by rote. 

The model prayer gives an outline to which any-
one can add specific needs and requests. It also shows 
us Whom to address and how to speak to Him. 

Matthew 6:9-13 reads: “In this manner, there-
fore, pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be 
Your name. Your kingdom come. Your will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors. And do not lead us into 
temptation, but deliver us from the evil one. For 
Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen.” 

Luke’s version begins “When you pray, say,’ then 
continues as Matthew’s except it omits the last sen-
tence (which is possibly a paraphrase from part of 
King David’s last recorded prayer in 1 Chronicles 
29:10-11) and the “Amen.”

Of note throughout both versions is the use of 
the pronouns “our,” “us,” and “we.” The word “our” 
is unselfish; it shows that our prayer isn’t just about 
us individually. This fits with Philippians 2:4 which 
explains that we shouldn’t just be concerned about 
our own interests, but about the interests of others 
too. Everyone has needs, worries and challenges.

Addressing the Majesty on high 

In the first section of the model, Jesus instruct-
ed us to address our prayers to our Father. Praying 
to our Father reminds us constantly that our rela-
tionship with God is a family relationship. Tradi-
tionally in a family, the ideal was that the father 
was the loving head, the protector and provider. 

God is the supreme self-existent Being who 
wishes to be known by and to have a relationship 
with the human beings He created. God is almighty. 
Jesus Christ had been with the Father throughout 

Prayer is conversing with our Creator. Every-
one can do it and should do it. What is breathtak-
ingly inspiring is that God hears, is interested in 
and answers our prayers! Prayer from those sin-
cerely responsive to God gets results. 

God is never asleep or too busy to listen. There 
is never a bad connection or a bad time. You never 
get a busy signal, have to leave a message or get put 
on hold. But how many of us know where to start?

Two gospel passages record what many Bibles in 
their paragraph headings refer to as The Model Prayer. 
The passages are almost identical, but the context in-
dicates they may not refer to the same event. It is pos-
sible Jesus used the same material on more than one 
occasion. Luke’s version is in response to the disciples’ 
request to “teach us to pray,” after they had seen Jesus 
praying (Luke 11:2-4). Matthew’s account is part of Je-
sus’ Sermon on the Mount, which He taught when He 
was seated on a mountain—apparently with both His 
disciples and the multitudes (Matthew 5:1-2). It fol-
lows Christ’s instruction which is stated three times: 
“When you pray . . .” (Matthew 6:5-13). Our Savior 
expects us to pray. 

whether you are keeping them faithfully. Another 
idea is to meditate on Galatians 5:22-23, which lists 
the fruit of the Spirit. Think about how you are do-
ing in these areas, and how you could better exempli-
fy these traits. You might also go through Galatians 
5:19-21 (listing the works of the flesh) and Proverbs 
6:16-19 (listing six major sins God hates). Honestly 
ask yourself if you’re seeing any of these attitudes or 
behaviors in your life.

Certainly, we should study Jesus’ character 
strengths, such as compassion, wisdom, self-sacri-
ficial love, forgiveness, conviction, submission to 
God, etc. Reflect on whether we exhibit these qual-
ities. We might also meditate on Micah 6:8, which 
basically sums up how God wants us to live. Think 
about all the ways we could show mercy, live just-
ly and walk humbly, and how we might improve in 
these areas.

Examine motives too.
Our actions alone are not proof that our hearts 

or minds are where they should be. We might be 
obeying God and serving others for the wrong mo-
tives—such as to try to “fit in with the group” or 
“look good” to others, or simply out of blind obe-
dience. We should consider our motives to ensure 
we’re doing the “right things” for the right reasons—
because we love Christ and the Father, want to hon-
or Them in how we live our lives, and because we’re 
truly convicted that God’s way of doing things is the 
best way (Psalm 139:23-24).

Reflect on God’s role as our Master Potter.

Romans 3:23 tells us, “all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God.” We are going to see weakness-
es. However, we need to always remember that God 
doesn’t expect us to overcome on human strength 
alone. While we have our parts to play, God is the 
manager of our conversion process. God will teach 
us and guide our spiritual development, and give us 
His Holy Spirit to help us overcome. What we need 
to evaluate most is our attitudes, and how willingly 
we’re yielding to God. 

During our self-evaluations, whether we are 
looking at sins or spiritual progress that’s been 
made, we must always remember that God is our 
Master Potter and we are the clay (Isaiah 64:8). 
God has promised to “never leave us” and “bring 
to completion” the work He started in us (He-
brews 13:5-6). These are precious truths we should 
reflect on as we examine ourselves and prepare 
for Passover. We have every reason to be encour-
aged, because we know our bodies are the temple 
of God’s Holy Spirit and that He who has begun a 
good work in us will complete it until the day of 
Jesus Christ (Philippians 1:6). GN We must begin our prayers with the humble recognition that we are addressing the Almighty God.

Self-Examination: Why it’s Necessary and 
How to Make Yours More Effective
Continued from previous page

Christ’s Keys to 
Meaningful Prayer
As humans, we can never 
fully comprehend God’s 
love, although it is our 
duty and joy to strive to 
understand it better and 
better. It is our duty and joy 
to increasingly internalize 
that same love and exercise 
it toward God and toward 
one another.

by David Fenney

Our actions alone are not proof that 
our hearts or minds are where they 
should be.

What we need to evaluate most is 
our attitudes, and how willingly 
we’re yielding to God.

Praying to our Father reminds us 
constantly that our relationship 
with God is a family relationship.
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eternity and is also God (John 1:1-3) but He con-
firmed “My Father is greater than I” (John 14:28). 

While God the Father is the One to Whom we 
are to address our prayers, this does not preclude 
asking Christ to intercede on our behalf in times of 
deep distress or urgent need. He is our Advocate, 
Mediator and High Priest with the Father (1 John 
2:1; 1 Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 4:14- 16). He under-
stands suffering and knows our weaknesses. 

Our Father’s “throne” is in heaven. We must 
always begin our prayers with this humble recog-
nition that we are addressing Almighty God who 
transcends all physical reality (Isaiah 66:1-2). We 
should pray with the deepest respect. 

“Hallowed” means holy, sanctified, set apart, 
special. We should feel reverence for and honor our 
Heavenly Father as holy. In practice we “hallow” God’s 
name by acknowledging His greatness (Isaiah 40:18, 
21-23, 25-26; Psalm 104:1-2: Psalm 8:1-9), by praising 
and thanking Him (Phi-
lippians 4:5-7) and by our 
obedience (Titus 1:16).

God’s Kingdom and 
His will on earth 

Seeking God’s King-
dom should be an over-
riding priority in our 
lives (Matthew 6:33). To 
this end we can request 
help to have Christ’s 
mind in us (Philippians 
2:5) and to bring “every 
thought into captivity to 
the obedience of Christ” 
(2 Corinthians 10:5).

We should be mindful 
of the prophesied end of 
this age and coming of 
the next one, and pray 
for God to hasten that 
time (Matthew 24:6, 14). 
We can also pray for the 
gospel to be preached 
without hindrance and 
for the effectiveness of 
the ministry (2 Thessalonians 3:1). 

However, even in this present age, God’s peo-
ple are said to be transferred or conveyed into the 
Kingdom of the Son of God’s love (Colossians 1:13). 
In other words, they already accept Christ as their 

king, are striving to be like Him and are subject to 
the laws of His Kingdom. Christ prayed that He be 
glorified in those people given Him by His Father, 
that the Father keep those people in His name, and 
that they may be one just as He and the Father are 
one (John 17:9-11).

Furthermore, this section of our prayers might 
include sighing and crying over all the abomina-
tions being done in our age (Ezekiel 9:3-4).

Personal needs and requests 

We all need physical “bread”—food or suste-
nance—and other vital necessities simply to stay 
alive. However, we should not be asking for our-
selves alone.

Seeking God’s Kingdom should be 
an overriding priority in our lives 
(Matthew 6:33).

Christ also teaches about the need we all have 
for spiritual “food.” He stated, “Man shall not live 
by bread alone but by every word that proceeds 
from the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4). We can 
look to God and pray to Him about both these 
needs—for the food we eat and to be continually 
fed with His Word.

At this point we could also pray about needs 
such as physical protection, as in Isaiah 37:14-17 
where Judah’s King Hezekiah spread out before 
God a threatening letter he had received and then 
discussed it in prayer.

Here, too, it would be appropriate to include re-
quests for the sick or those in distress (James 5:13-
16), and any other concerns we may have. 

Jesus added additional explanation to the next 
point from His Model Prayer. He explained that we 
are to for- give everyone indebted to us and we must 
forgive in order to be forgiven (Matthew 6:14-15). 

We may need to ask or even implore God to help us 
to forgive others from the heart (Matthew 18:35). If 
the offence were severe, it may take time to come to 
the point of forgiving the perpetrator; nevertheless, 
this should be our aim.

Strangely, praying for our “enemies” may assist 
us in forgiving from the heart as we begin to see 
their weaknesses and problems which may not be 
dissimilar to our own (Matthew 5:43-44). For fur-
ther help please request or download our study 
guide Forgiveness Is Possible.

Trials and protection from Satan 

This request does not mean that we should pray 
that God will protect us from all trials and tests that 
may come our way. God knows what He is doing 
and allows us to encounter some difficulties with 
the ultimate purpose of building us up spiritually (2 
Peter 2:9). Here we can ask for Christ to intercede 
for additional help to bear the trial, to learn from it 
what our heavenly Father intends and to have the 
faith to trust Him.

On the other hand, we should pray specifical-
ly for protection from Satan. In His last recorded 
prayer on the night He was betrayed, Jesus prayed 

We should be “giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Ephesians 5:20). 
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that His Father would “keep them [all His disciples] 
from the evil one” (John 17:15). As we approach the 
end of this age and Satan’s ultimate defeat, we need 
daily protection from the devil’s deceits and his at-
tempts to destroy us spiritually. 

Ending our prayers 

Matthew’s version of the Model Prayer indicates 
we may end our prayers the way we started them 
with praise and thanks to God. This is a reminder of 
the immense power and greatness of our Heavenly 
Father. We should be “giving thanks always for all 
things to God the Father in the name of our Lord Je-
sus Christ” (Ephesians 5:20). In John 14:12-14, we are 
told to ask the Father in the name of Jesus Christ, His 
Son. In or through Christ’s name means in a sense we 
are letting the Father know that we claim authority 
to be in His presence, through Jesus Christ’s atoning 

sacrifice. Were we not to 
acknowledge that sacrifice 
with these words, thus re-
maining in an unrepentant 
state, we would have no 
right to be there. 

When we use it in our 
prayers, “Amen” means “so 
be it.” When we say it in 
response to the prayers of 
others, “Amen” means that 
we agree with what has 
been said.

Throughout the day, 
many of our prayers may 
be brief or silent but we 
should also set aside suffi-
cient time for more formal 
prayers. Christ’s guide-
lines will help these lon-
ger, more detailed prayers 
remain fresh, vibrant and 
meaningful. To study the 
subject of prayer further 
please read the first chap-
ter of our booklet Tools for 
Spiritual Growth. GN

Find the above mentioned study aids at:
https://www.ucg.org/bible-study-tools/booklets

Recommended Resources
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designed to fortify us so we will be able to believe and 
act on 16 important words when we undergo trials.

Remaining faithful at our weakest point

In scripture God explains that He will supply 
the help we need to endure any hardship or perse-
cution (James 1:2-4). But, how can we be assured 
that a trial experienced at a vulnerable time in our 
lives won’t cause our spiritual defeat? In examining 
this from a positive perspective, if God sees that we 
will remain faithful at our weakest point, won’t He 
then have confidence that we will always be faithful? 
Again, reflect on how King David felt besieged and 
beleaguered at times—but he never gave up on God 
(Psalm 143:3). Also, the apostle Paul encountered 
tremendous distress—perhaps to the very limits of 
his endurance—but he did not abandon His Creator 
or His way of life (2 Corinthians 1:8). But why? Be-
cause both of these men understood and applied the 
essence of the 16 words.

But how about us? What if God allowed Satan to 
trouble us in some way? Perhaps the devil would try 
pressuring us to believe that we are incapable of bear-
ing up under great pressure. But advocating such a no-
tion would be nothing more than a blatant lie since 
God doesn’t call anyone to failure! Rather, He is fully 
committed to our success and has promised to always 
be by our side (Isaiah 41:10). He will provide every-
thing we need to overcome any obstacle and have the 
spiritual strength to deflect all of the devil’s flaming 
arrows (Romans 8:31-32; Ephesians 6:16). So, when 
we exercise faith in God and His great power, we can 
watch how He works out the details in resolving our 
distressful situation. He may change circumstances—
or He may not—but whenever and however He de-
cides to act, we will ultimately be blessed because we 
love and trust Him completely (Psalm 28:7).

Don’t wait until trouble comes!

We read earlier how the apostle Paul endured ex-
tremely difficult trials. Similarly, consider our Savior 
Jesus Christ who encountered unimaginable suffering 
and yet, left us an indelible example of faith under fire 
(1 Peter 4:12-13). He did this for us. Why? “Lest you 
become weary and discouraged in your souls” (He-
brews 12:3, emphasis added throughout). If we think 

about that when we are under duress, we will be more 
than confident that God will absolutely support and 
strengthen us (1 Peter 4:1-2). All of this involves our 
willingness to believe and apply the 16 words.

Of course, any trial could be a stumbling block if 
we let it! Consequently, we must stay close to God in 
prayer and saturate our minds with His Word while 
continually stirring up His Spirit within us—just as 
Jesus did (John 7:38). In this regard, we should never 
wait until trouble comes to try drawing near to God 
(James 4:8)! Rather, we should be committed to pray-
ing daily and thanking Him constantly for His love 
and unending support through His Spirit (1 Thessalo-
nians 5:17; 2 Timothy 1:6).

The patriarch Job’s faithful example

But again, it can sometimes seem as if the situa-
tion we face is simply too much to bear. In this case, 
imagine what the biblical patriarch Job experienced. 
God allowed Satan to torment him severely and as a 
result, he lost all of his children and all of his wealth in 
a single day (Job 1:13-19). Shortly afterward he lost his 
health when the devil afflicted him with ghastly boils 
all over his body (Job 2:7). But, why did Job undergo 
these dreadful trials? Was he a terrible sinner who re-
fused to repent? Not at all! In fact, Job 1:1 says he “was 
blameless and upright, and one who feared God and 
shunned evil.”

But at first, Job suffered appalling losses and im-
mediately after hearing about them, he made a high-
ly significant statement. He said in Job 1:21, “Naked I 
came from my mother’s womb, and naked shall I re-
turn there.” He went on to say the following 16 words, 
“The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed 
be the name of the Lord.” These 16 words sum up what 
we need to believe and act upon in faith when we en-
counter our own trials. Just like Job, who recognized 
that God was in absolute control and trusted Him un-
conditionally, we should do the same.

16 words express what we should do

Finally, God gives us all good things (1 Timothy 
6:17) and yet, sometimes He allows them to be taken 
away in order to teach us important lessons and test 
our faithfulness and obedience. Therefore, let’s never 
give up on Him or His way of life due to sore trials. 
Rather, let’s fully honor and rely on Him—being ab-
solutely confident that He will always love, aid and 
support us (Hebrews 13:5). So, when we encounter 
troubling events let’s be ready to say and firmly believe 
these 16 words: “The Lord gave and the Lord has taken 
away; blessed be the name of the Lord!” GN

In scripture God explains that He will 
supply the help we need to endure 
any hardship or persecution.

It can sometimes seem as if the situation we face is simply too much to bear. In this case, imagine what the biblical patriarch Job experienced. 
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So, here you are, battling a sore trial and one thing 

after another is going wrong and nothing seems to be 
going right. Most of your friends don’t seem very con-
cerned and those who try to help, aren’t really helping. 
You pray, asking God, “Why must I endure this terri-
ble dilemma?” 

It’s nearly certain that every true Christian will face a 
highly distressful situation of some kind sooner or later. 
For some, it could be a severe health crisis while others 
might confront a financial, marriage or an employment 
travail. Still others may have to fight loneliness, depres-
sion, a major character weakness or some other trou-
bling issue. During such struggles words may be uttered 
such as, “Nobody cares and even God doesn’t seem to 
take notice of my hardship!” How do I know this? Be-
cause it was how I felt at one point during a long unem-
ployment trial I dealt with many years ago.

Facing and handling inevitable trials 

But, does expressing such negative feelings in try-
ing times mean a Christian has failed in his or her 
quest to love and trust God and live by the faith of Je-
sus Christ? The answer is no. While our trials are cer-
tainly real and often very stressful, they are not unique 
and our reactions to them can be similar to others who 
preceded us in the faith (1 Corinthians 10:13). For ex-
ample, when King David encountered traumatic situ-
ations, he sometimes voiced frustrations—even ques-
tioning God’s power, love and mercy. He said, “Will 
the Lord cast off forever? And will He be favorable no 
more? Has His mercy ceased forever? Has His promise 
failed forevermore? Has God forgotten to be gracious? 
Has He in anger shut up His tender mercies?” (Psalm 
77:7-9). So, just as some of God’s people in bygone 
generations became edgy, irritated and impatient, it 
can and does happen today.

But why does God sometimes leave His devoted 
servants in major trials for extensive periods of time? 
While He certainly could stop them instantly, why 
doesn’t He? The Bible provides answers to these ques-
tions which involve our Creator’s desire not only to 
teach us vital lessons but for Him to discover what is in 
the depth of our hearts. In this regard, when consider-
ing the tremendous power and authority He will give 
us as spirit beings in His future Kingdom, He must 
know in advance and without reservation that we will 
remain unalterably loyal and obedient to Him under 
all circumstances, even unto death (Revelation 12:11). 
Furthermore, God permits troubles in our lives so we 
can plainly see our faults and weaknesses so that we 
can “go on to perfection” (Hebrews 6:1). And, it is His 
desire that we develop indispensable character quali-
ties, such as the habit of waiting patiently and faithful-
ly for His aid (Romans 5:3-4). Everything He does is 

The people of God’s Church 
endure many trials—some of 
which are highly stressful and 
last for long periods of time. 
When you encounter such 
troubles, will you be able to say 
and believe the 16 words?

by John LaBissoniere

The 16 Words
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This recipe is quite easy. It can be used for Passover service 
or any time.

Ingredients
1 cup flour
1/2 teaspoon salt
2 tablespoons butter
1/8 teaspoon butter
1 1/2 teaspoon olive oil
1/4 cup water

Instructions
Add salt to flour and sift into bowl. Add butter to the flour. Mix 
oil and water and add to bowl. Stir all ingredients. Knead dough 
lightly. Split dough in half and roll thin. Place on cookie sheet. 
Preheat to 350 degrees F. Place in oven for 8-10 minutes. Let cool 
five minutes. Enjoy!

Unleavened Bread Recipes
Simple Unleavened Bread
Recipe by Connie Sipes

These light and soft cookies will make anyone’s day.

Ingredients
1 cup butter
1/3 cup granulated sugar
2 teaspoons water
2 teaspoons vanilla
2 cups gluten-free flour
1 cup pecans (chopped)
Confectioners’ sugar

Instructions
Cream butter and sugar together. Next add 2 teaspoons of water and 2 teaspoons of vanilla; mix well. 
Blend in the flour and mix in the nuts. Chill in refrigerator for four hours. Shape dough into balls. Bake 
on ungreased cookies sheet at 325 degrees F for about 20 minutes. When done remove cookies from 
pan and allow them to cool slightly. While cookies are still a little warm roll in confectioners’ sugar. 

Linda Dwornik

Gluten Free Sandies
Recipe by Kathy de Campos

This tasty family favorite and can be eaten any time of day.

Ingredients
4 eggs
1 cup sugar
3 cups flour (whole wheat or other if you prefer)
3/4 cups oil
1/2 teaspoon vanilla
2 teaspoons almond extract
1/2 cup almonds (slivered)

Instructions
Mix eggs, sugar and 1 cup of flour. Add oil. Add remaining 2 
cups flour, vanilla and almond extract, then almonds (optional) 
Pour into two greased bread pans. Bake at 350 degrees for 20 
minutes. Remove from pans to cool.

Almond Bread
Recipe by Jeannette Reinoso

This recipe only uses three ingredients, and wows at NTBMO.

Ingredients
1 cup butter (softened)
2 cups flour (all-purpose)
2 cups cottage cheese

Instructions
Soften the butter, perhaps in the 
microwave. Mix everything together. On a 
floured surface, divide into three balls. My 
mom said to put in the fridge overnight 
(but I skip this step). Roll each ball out, like 
a pizza.  (This is the fun part for the kids) 
Cut just like a pizza. Roll wide end toward 
narrow end, and bend into a crescent. 
Bake in preheated oven at 350 degrees F. 

Cottage Cheese Crescents (The Triple C)
Recipe by Dawn Nitzberg

Looking for more?
We have a large library of 
unleavened recipes on our 
website! Included are bread, 
cookies, deserts and gluten- 
free options. Surprise your 
family or your congregation 
with a new treat these up-
coming Night to be Much 
Observed and Days of Un-
leavened Bread! Visit https://
www.ucg.org/members/
recipes/unleavened-recipes

A soft, and delicious bread with the zing of onion.

Ingredients
3 tablespoons butter (room 
temperature, cut into 1tbsp 
pieces)
1 cup onion (finely chopped 
or grated)
1/2 cup warm water
1 teaspoon salt
1 1/2 cup all-purpose flour 
(or bread flour)

Instructions
In heavy skillet, melt 1 tablespoon butter over medium heat. Add onion, 
reduce heat to low and cook covered, three to five minutes or until onions 
are soft but not brown. Place in bowl and cool to room temperature.

Mix remaining butter in skillet and pout into large mixing bowl. Add 
warm water, onions, salt and 1 ½ cups flour, ½ cup at a time. Work 
dough into ball. If it continues to be sticky, add 1 or 2 teaspoons 
flour. Turn dough onto lightly floured work surface and knead until 
dough is slightly firm, one to two minutes. Divide dough into eight 
pieces and roll each into ball. Cluster on floured work surface and let 
rest for three minutes.
Roll each ball into 8-inch round, about ½ inch thick. If dough resists, 
move to another and come back to first round later. It will rest and 
will flatten and stretch better. Set the rounds aside and cover with a 
towel as you complete them.
Using either an ungreased pan, a metal griddle, or a soapstone 
griddle, place over high heat. When a drop of water vaporizes the 
moment it hits the hot surface, place a round in the pan’s center. 
Brown for three to four minutes on each side. Don’t be concerned 
if the rounds brown unevenly. Place breads on rack to dry as you 
remove them from the heat.
Serve in a basket or other container that will allow air to get to the 
breads (and will not steam under a cloth). If the bread becomes limp 
in a day or so, place rounds in a single layer on baking sheet and bake 
in a 250-degree oven for five or ten minutes or until they crisp again.

Naan
Recipe by Kathy Conrad

Usman Yousaf/Unsplash

Mae Mu/Unsplash

Micheile/Unsplash
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Most of our members in 
African countries face finan-
cial difficulties due to high 
unemployment and rising infla-
tion exacerbated by corruption 
at most levels of government. 
This is particularly true in Zim-
babwe where the rental of our 
feast site was raised to $7,000 
last year and will rise again next 
year. We are not guaranteed the 
dates for the rental which has 
also caused difficulty. We have 
not owned any land or building 
to use in Zimbabwe to compare 
with what we do have in many 
other African countries.

To alleviate the difficulties 
and rising costs, we are pur-
chasing some land just South 
of the capital Harare, near 
Kadona. This location is near 
the center of Zimbabwe and 
near where our resident pastor, 
Mabasa Chichaya lives.

The land purchase, also the 
fundraiser for the Ambassador 
Bible College charity auction 
this year, is near the center of 
Zimbabwe. The land will cost 
about what our rental would be 
and the property will be used 
for a Feast site with camping 
for members. We will be drill-

ing a well and planning con-
struction of some simple re-
stroom facilities and a covered 
open air building for meeting. 
This will give us a cost recov-
ery from our Feast rentals in 
short order and guarantee a fu-
ture Feast site, without current 
complications.

Some improvements will 
be made as funds permit. 
These will include building 
a wall for security, planting 
shade and fruit trees on the 
property and starting a garden 
to grow vegetables.

Lewis VanAusdle

Good Works Project in Zimbabwe

Good Works Project in Benin

Project Details

Church services are currently held at the Russell Hotel.35 brethren kept the 2022 Feast of Tabernacles together 
in Chemba, Zimbabwe.

45 brethren kept the 2022 Feast of Tabernacles together 
in Lake Chivero, Zimbabwe.

How to Contribute
1. Online

On our Good Works page, 
you can donate directly to the 
project. First, visit https://www.
ucg.org/members/service-proj-
ects/land-purchase-in-zimba-
bwe. Click “Donate to Good 
Works” then follow the instruc-
tions to specify this project.

2. By Mail

You can donate by writing 
a check to “United Church 
of God.” On the check please 
note: “Zimbabwe Feast Good 

Works Project) and mail it to:

United Church of God 
Attn: Lena VanAusdle, Good 
Works Program
P.O. Box 541027
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027

3. In Person

Ambassador Bible College is 
hosting a annual charity auction 
on Sunday, March 19, from 1-4 
p.m. You can contribute by con-
tributing baked goods and items 
for the silent auction or by pur-
chasing these items!

Good Works is seeking 
two volunteer participants 
to serve at the youth camp in 
Benin, preferably one male 
and one female.

Participants will need to 
demonstrate conversational 
French or a B1 level or high-
er French language proficien-
cy (according to DELF stan-
dards) in order to participate 
effectively in the program. 
Volunteers will have the op-
portunity to develop their 
French skills, and contribute 
their own personal skillsets to 

the courses we will offer to the 
campers. Volunteers will work 
closely with Tim Pebworth 
and Werner Solorzano, as well 
as camp director Pierre and 
Rose Ogoudele to prepare and 
lead courses.

Camp experience is required, 
either as camper or staff (though 
staff experience is preferred).

For more information email 
Lena VanAusdle at Lena_Va-
nAusdle@ucg.org or to ap-
ply visit: https://www.ucg.org/
Youth-Camp-in-Benin-2023.

Lena VanAusdle

Dates:
Aug. 8 or 9 through Aug. 27, 2023
Deadline to apply:
March 12, 2023
Cost:
50% airfare (based on economy ticket prices and rea-
sonable itineraries reviewed by Good Works staff) and all 
necessary immunizations required by Benin and France 
(scholarships available).
Contact:
Lena VanAusdle       lena_vanausdle@ucg.org

Camp Details
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Teens ages 12-19 and their 
families are invited to attend 
the teen prom and family 
weekend hosted by the Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin, congre-
gation this spring. It will be 

held the weekend of April 7-9, 
2023. Activities planned will 
include a Friday evening sem-
inar/Q&A, Sabbath morning 
seminar, Sabbath School les-
son, Sabbath services, a formal 
dinner and dance for the teens, 
a recognition of those teens 
graduating from high school 
and a Saturday evening social 
with activities for the fami-
lies and preteens. The cost for 
teens participating in the prom 
events will be $48/teen. The 
deadline to register is March 5. 
More details will be provided 
in the coming weeks. We look 
forward to sharing this special 
weekend with you! UN

In this world of continual 
change, you may feel that ev-
erything is crumbling around 
you. Divisions in the United 
States, tensions and wars over-
seas, major health issues, fi-
nancial stress, a failing educa-
tion system and the list could 
go on and on. Sometimes it’s 
easy to get discouraged, anx-
ious and depressed. How do 
we, as women of God, over-
come these feelings of fear, 
doubt and hopelessness? By 
turning to God as our Protec-
tor and leaning on Him (and 
each other) for strength.

That’s exactly what we 
hope to foster this weekend 

as we confirm again that God 
will never leave us nor forsake 
us. Let’s come together and 
encourage one another in our 
shared hope for the future. 
Visit https://women.ucg.org/
enrichment-weekends/port-
land-oregon-2023 for more 
details. UN

Upcoming Events

The Colorado Front Range 
churches are hosting a Women’s 
Enrichment Weekend beginning 
Friday evening, July 7 through 
Sunday afternoon, July 9.

The location will be the High-
lands Presbyterian Camp, just 15 
miles south of Estes Park, Col-

orado. The view of Mt. Meeker 
behind the lodge is spectacular.  
You can view the camp’s website 
at www.highlandscamp.org. 

The theme this year is “Wom-
en of Faith: Standing together.”  
The weekend sessions will use 
Titus 2:3-5 to focus our atten-

tion on godly elements to help us 
stand together as women of faith.

The cost of two nights of 
lodging and six meals will be 
$175.00 per person.

There will be inspiring pre-
sentations, a campfire on Friday 
night to open our weekend, fel-
lowship with our sisters and ser-
vice opportunities. Please make 
plans now to join us!

Information and registration 
forms are posted on www.den-
ver.ucg.org and https://women.
ucg.org/enrichment-weekends/
colorado-2023

For more information, feel 
free to contact Beth Bradford 
at (303) 805-0089 or email at  
beth.bradford@comcast.net. UN

Colorado Women’s Enrichment Weekend Gear Grinder Classic Bike Ride

Registration is now open for 
up to 50 riders to participate in 
the inaugural bike ride along 
the beautiful shores of Lake Su-
perior on Sept. 10, 2023.

This fully supported ride 
will begin and end in Goose-
berry Falls State Park (40 miles 

north of Duluth, Minnesota). 
Riders can choose one of three 
routes (28, 37 or 46 miles).

For more details about 
the ride and to register for 
this event, go to https://
www.eventcreate.com/e/gear-
grinderclassic. UN
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Called the “Little Smokies” 
because of its resemblance to 
the Great Smoky Mountains, 
Brown County State Park and 
the Abe Martin Lodge in beau-
tiful southern Indiana will host 
Sabbath and Pentecost services 
Memorial Day Weekend (May 
26-28). The weekend, follow-
ing a tradition of worship, fel-
lowship and song, will feature 
the popular annual Concert 

for God on Saturday evening, 
followed by a hymn sing. The 
park’s rustic Abe Martin Lodge 
offers accommodations that 
include motel rooms, cabins, 
dining and conference facil-
ities (including the Melode-
on Room, where services will 
again take place) and an in-
door water park. A traditional 
Sabbath afternoon potluck will 
take place on May 27 at the Up-

per Shelter (details to follow), 
and a prepaid option for Pente-
cost lunch (between services) 
will again be available.

Because of the Memorial 
Day Weekend, holiday rates 
are slightly higher, but dis-
counted rates for the Unit-
ed Church of God are avail-
able for a group block of 216 
rooms and cabins, ranging 
from $88.48 (small rustic cab-

in room) to $223.99 (family 
cabin with full kitchen), plus 
tax. This year the UCG block 
includes the new cabin suites 
($223.99). A full complement 
of rooms with queen and 
king beds (some including 
patio access) to family cabins 
(sleeps eight) are available. 
Rooms and cabins can be 
viewed online at:  https://bit.
ly/2023BrownCoutyUCGinfo.

Note: the park extended 
the group discount to include 
options of arriving Thursday, 
May 25 through Sunday eve-
ning, May 28.

If you would like to participate 
in the Concert for God, please 
contact Sam Howie at tigersh13@
yahoo.com or Tim Howie at 
howietim@hotmail.com.

Because of the holiday week-
end, it is recommended that 
you call to make reservations: 
877-563-4371 and use group 
code 0526UG (zero-five-two-
six-U-G). The park is popular 
during Memorial Day weekend, 
so the group rate will end and 
rooms released to the public 
Monday, April 24.

Additional details of speak-
ers and the weekend schedule 
will be forthcoming.

Questions? Email Jamie Snyder 
at jamie@themekgroup.com. UN

Brown County Pentecost Weekend
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Portland Women’s Weekend Milwaukee Prom & Family Weekend

Ch
ris

tia
n 

Bo
w

en
/U

ns
pl

as
h

Visit https://www.ucg.org/
members/calendar to view 
a list of upcoming Church 
activities, summer camps 
and Holy Days.

If you click Subscribe to 
Calendar, you can add this 
calendar to your iCloud 
calendar app. You can also 
find a link with instructions 
on how to save the events 
to your Google calendar. 
If your congregation has 
an upcoming event you’d 
like to add, contact us at 
un@ucg.org.

Find more events on 
our website!
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The Charlotte, North Carolina, 
congregation recently celebrated 
long-time member and deacon, 
Fred Barton’s 90th birthday. Fred 
is the consummate model of “the 
widow’s deacon.” He often took 
firewood or groceries to those in 
need, gave many rides to Church 
and performed countless other 
acts of humble service.

Raised in Vermont, Fred 
left home to join the army and 
was a 20-year career veteran. 
Afterward, he started a new ca-
reer with the city of Charlotte 
court system where he served 

another 20 years before retir-
ing a second time. It was during 
this time that he began to learn 
about the truth after picking up 
The Plain Truth magazine.

Fred kept his first Feast of Tab-
ernacles on Jekyll Island in 1986 
and was ordained a deacon in 2013.

Fred’s hobbies include or-
ganic gardening, teaching oth-
ers to garden, studying invest-
ments and enjoying a good 
meal followed by apple pie. 
Thank you, Fred, for your many 
years of faithful service, and be-
ing a model servant! UN

Local Church News

Cincinnati, Ohio—The 
Cincinnati East congregations 
honored their former pastor 
and his wife, Steve and Kathe 
Myers between morning and 
afternoon services on Sab-
bath, January 7. We also wel-
comed our new pastor, Mark 
Welch, and his wife, Barbara.

Steve and Kathe Myers 
have served the Cincinnati 
congregations for 12 years. 
Over the years, Mr. and Mrs. 

Myers have supported the 
brethren in many ways—
counseling, baptisms, wed-
dings, social events and much 
more. Mr. Myers continues 
to be a presenter on Beyond 
Today and an instructor at 
Ambassador Bible College as 
he begins his new role as Op-
eration Manager for the Min-
isterial and Member Services 
department of the United 
Church of God. The breth-

ren very much appreciate the 
spiritual connections with 
Mr. Myers, built by years of 
wonderful sermons that ed-
ified, exhorted, inspired and 
uplifted them to be centered 
on God. Mr. and Mrs. My-
ers nourished the members 
through fellowship, leaving 
a legacy of love and deeper 
spiritual understanding in 
each member.

The brethren presented 
both couples with apprecia-
tion gifts and with cakes to be 
shared with the congregation. 
We are thankful for Mr. and 
Mrs. Myers’ service to the Cin-
cinnati congregations.  Now we 
look forward to the wonderful 
memories we will make with 
the Welches and the spiritual 
growth our congregations will 
experience together.

The Cincinnati North 
congregation also honored 
Mr. and Mrs. Myers, then Mr. 
and Mrs. Welch in separate 
receptions after church ser-
vices on the Sabbaths of Jan-
uary 21 and February 4 with 
cake, light refreshments and 
memento gifts. UN

Steve and Kathe Myers (left) and Mark and Barb Welch (right)

Cincinnati Congregations Honor Outgoing  
and Incoming Pastors

Charlotte Congregation Honors 
Member’s 90th Birthday

Westford, Massachu-
setts—Do you enjoy travel-
ing, learning about different 
countries and tasting a vari-
ety of food? What if you could 
travel the world in one night 
without ever leaving the build-
ing? The New England congre-
gations did just that with a be-
loved tradition, International 
Night. The venue in Westford, 
Massachusetts, was set up with 
tables decorated to represent 
17 different countries. Each 
table was unique, but they all 
had one really important thing 
in common: food, lots of food.

The attendees went on a cu-
linary journey, leaving North 
America behind and traveling 

to Central America with food 
from El Salvador and Guatema-
la. Next, they traveled to South 
American countries, Peru and 
Colombia. They detoured to the 
Caribbean to enjoy food from 
Haiti, Barbados, Jamaica and 
the Dominican Republic before 
making the journey to Europe, 
stopping in Norway, Poland, 
France, the United Kingdom, 
Germany and Ireland. One 
would have thought the jour-
ney would end once they 
reached India, but no, there 
were two additional countries 
waiting for them, the Garden 
of Eden and Cupcake Land.

With full bellies and full 
hearts, the journey came to 

an end as everyone headed to 
their respective homes, look-
ing forward to the next trip 
around the world at Interna-
tional Night 2024.

Sarah Auguste

International Night

Looking for a great resource to accompany your pre-Pass-
over studies? This Bible study series given by the Beyond To-
day presenters is designed to guide you through topics that 
are relevant to the upcoming Passover service. The Bible 
study is given in six parts:

1. Jesus Our Passover
2. Jesus, the Second Adam
3. Jesus and Reconciliation
4. The Bread and the Wine
5. The Suffering Servant: Footwashing
6. The Resurrection: Christ in You

In this series, we explore the 
meaning of Jesus’ sacrifice, God’s 
plan of salvation and the Passover 
service as we prepare to keep the 
Feast as God instructed.

Find these studies on our 
website at: https://www.ucg.org/
beyond-today/beyond-today-bi-
ble-study/six-steps-to-passover 
or scan the QR code.



15United Youth Camps

We have officially finished off the 2022 camp season as Winter Camp concluded on January 1. It was 
another successful year due to God’s blessings, dedicated staff, wonderful campers and the financial 
support of the Church and God’s people. In 2022 we had 381 preteen campers, 582 teen campers, 
478 preteen staff, 391 teen staff and 15 challenger camp staff and campers. 

Camp preparations for the 2023 year are now well underway. The camp directors had in-person 
meetings at the home office in November with additional Zoom meetings, emails and phone calls 
in between as we prepared and planned for the upcoming camps. The teen camp directors have 
already written the Christian living daily outlines and we are spending time refining them since they 
serve as the backbone of our teen camp programs.

Along with all the physical and spiritual planning that takes place is the reality that camp is expensive. 
There is a significant financial cost to run the camp program due to a number of factors. All of the 
camps are facing increased costs due to inflation and rising food prices. We also have families within 
the Church who need financial assistance to send their kids to camp, and when possible, we subsi-
dize their tuition through scholarships. 

The camp directors have been very thankful for all the support, including financial support, that we 
receive from the home office. We recognize how much God cares for all of His people, and especially 
His youth, preteens, teenagers and young adults. They are the future of God’s Church, and future 
leaders of His congregations. The camp program is an extension of that love and care that we also 
have for them. We try to model God’s way of life and His love for them to help them see the vision 
of God’s Kingdom and His plans for them. We challenge them to take ownership of their calling and 
relationship with God. 

Everyone serving in the camp program invests the time, money and energy because it is so worth it. 
It is valuable to help the youth grow in their relationship with God. We get to live in “the Zone” for a 
week, putting God’s laws and principles into practice in a very practical way to show that God’s way 
works. It is a safe haven from the challenges of the world, a week of peace and calm from the spiritual 
attacks that are all around us. Our camps are an invaluable program for all that are involved in them. 
There truly is nothing like it.

If you are interested in investing and contributing to help further the camp program and all it stands 
for, I ask that you consider donating to the UYC Camp Fund. In doing so, you are investing in the lives 
of the youth in the Church. You will have received a letter in the mail from President Rick Shabi with 
an included envelope. You can send donations in the provided envelope or online at donate.ucg.org 
by selecting “Youth Programs” or “Youth Camp Facility.” We thank you in advance for your support!

Aaron Creech
Assistant National Camp Director

How you can support the UYC program
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Is Jesus the Only Way?
Presented by Gary Petty 
Literature offered: Jesus Christ: the Real Story

March 5-11

March 12-18 The Sabbath Rest: Beating the Tyranny of Tech
Presented by Darris McNeely 
Literature offered: Sunset to Sunset: God’s Sabbath Rest

March 26- 
April 1

Why Is God So Unfair?
Presented by Gary Petty 
Literature offered: What Does the Bible Teach About Grace?

April 2-8 Easter, Idols and God
Presented by Darris McNeely 
Literature offered: Holidays or Holy Days: Does It Matter Which Days We Observe?

April 9-15 How Do You Know God Exists?
Presented by Darris McNeely 
Literature offered: Does God Exist?

April 16-22 Why Were You Born?
Presented by Steve Myers 
Literature offered: Why Were You Born?

April 23-29 Joseph’s Birthright: The Throne of David
Presented by Darris McNeely 
Literature offered: United States and Britain in Bible Prophecy

March 19-25 Counterfeit Christianity
Presented by Steve Myers 
Literature offered: The Church Jesus Built

April 30- 
May 6

Joseph’s Birthright: The Coronation & Stone of Destiny
Presented by Darris McNeely 
Literature offered: United States and Britain in Bible Prophecy

March 19, 2023—Ambassador Bible College’s annual Charity 
Auction program will take place on Sunday, March 19, from 1-4 
p.m. We hope to webcast the program live and hope that you 
will save the date to join us for fun, music and a good cause. This 
year, donations will raise money to help our brethren in Kadoma, 
Zimbabwe, have a safe place to fellowship and to keep the Feast 
of Tabernacles. We hope to see you there!

Webcast: https://abc.ucg.org/webcast/abc-charity-fun-show

Ambassador Bible College Events

United News is a great place to feature a recent birth, 
wedding or milestone anniversary in your Church fami-
ly. Our announcements section also offers a place to hon-
or members who have passed away with an obituary. An-
nouncements are typically up to 300 words long; please 
include a high-resolution photo. Additionally, we try to 
feature upcoming events, such as women’s weekends, young 
adult seminars, dances, campouts and more! Please send 
announcements to un@ucg.org. We look forward to hearing 
from you!
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Please submit your announcements!

REGISTER

https://www.ucg.org/beyond-today

