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Exodus 36

Exodus 36:1-38 NKJV
"And Bezalel and Aholiab, and every gifted artisan in whom 
the LORD has put wisdom and understanding, to know how 
to do all manner of work for the service of the sanctuary, 
shall do according to all that the LORD has commanded." 
Then Moses called Bezalel and Aholiab, and every gifted 
artisan in whose heart the LORD had put wisdom, everyone 
whose heart was stirred, to come and do the work. And 
they received from Moses all the offering which the children 
of Israel had brought for the work of the service of making 
the sanctuary. So they continued bringing to him freewill 
offerings every morning. Then all the craftsmen who were 
doing all the work of the sanctuary came, each from the 
work he was doing, and they spoke to Moses, saying, "The 
people bring much more than enough for the service of the 
work which the LORD commanded us to do." So Moses gave 
a commandment, and they caused it to be proclaimed 
throughout the camp, saying, "Let neither man nor woman 
do any more work for the offering of the sanctuary." And 



the people were restrained from bringing, for the material 
they had was sufficient for all the work to be done—indeed 
too much. Then all the gifted artisans among them who 
worked on the tabernacle made ten curtains woven of fine 
linen, and of blue, purple, and scarlet thread; with artistic 
designs of cherubim they made them. The length of each 
curtain was twenty-eight cubits, and the width of each 
curtain four cubits; the curtains were all the same size. And 
he coupled five curtains to one another, and the other five 
curtains he coupled to one another. He made loops of blue 
yarn on the edge of the curtain on the selvedge of one set; 
likewise he did on the outer edge of the other curtain of the 
second set. Fifty loops he made on one curtain, and fifty 
loops he made on the edge of the curtain on the end of the 
second set; the loops held one curtain to another. And he 
made fifty clasps of gold, and coupled the curtains to one 
another with the clasps, that it might be one tabernacle. He 
made curtains of goats' hair for the tent over the 
tabernacle; he made eleven curtains. The length of each 
curtain was thirty cubits, and the width of each curtain four 
cubits; the eleven curtains were the same size. He coupled 
five curtains by themselves and six curtains by themselves. 
And he made fifty loops on the edge of the curtain that is 



outermost in one set, and fifty loops he made on the edge 
of the curtain of the second set. He also made fifty bronze 
clasps to couple the tent together, that it might be one. 
Then he made a covering for the tent of ram skins dyed 
red, and a covering of badger skins above that. For the 
tabernacle he made boards of acacia wood, standing 
upright. The length of each board was ten cubits, and the 
width of each board a cubit and a half. Each board had two 
tenons for binding one to another. Thus he made for all the 
boards of the tabernacle. And he made boards for the 
tabernacle, twenty boards for the south side. Forty sockets 
of silver he made to go under the twenty boards: two 
sockets under each of the boards for its two tenons. And 
for the other side of the tabernacle, the north side, he made 
twenty boards and their forty sockets of silver: two sockets 
under each of the boards. For the west side of the 
tabernacle he made six boards. He also made two boards 
for the two back corners of the tabernacle. And they were 
coupled at the bottom and coupled together at the top by 
one ring. Thus he made both of them for the two corners. 
So there were eight boards and their sockets—sixteen 
sockets of silver—two sockets under each of the boards. 
And he made bars of acacia wood: five for the boards on 



one side of the tabernacle, five bars for the boards on the 
other side of the tabernacle, and five bars for the boards of 
the tabernacle on the far side westward. And he made the 
middle bar to pass through the boards from one end to the 
other. He overlaid the boards with gold, made their rings of 
gold to be holders for the bars, and overlaid the bars with 
gold. And he made a veil of blue, purple, and scarlet 
thread, and fine woven linen; it was worked with an artistic 
design of cherubim. He made for it four pillars of acacia 
wood, and overlaid them with gold, with their hooks of 
gold; and he cast four sockets of silver for them. He also 
made a screen for the tabernacle door, of blue, purple, and 
scarlet thread, and fine woven linen, made by a weaver, and 
its five pillars with their hooks. And he overlaid their 
capitals and their rings with gold, but their five sockets 
were bronze. 

Daily Deep Dive:
We’ll again begin with the UCG reading plan: “Even though 
many of the Israelites had stiff necks and hard hearts, those 
whose hearts were willing gave more than enough for the 
house of God, which was at that time the tabernacle. The 

Nelson Study Bible notes: "The offerings for the tabernacle 



are perhaps the most impressive offering ever taken from 
God's people for any endeavor! The key was the stirring of 
the heart and the willingness of the spirit of those who 
gave. Both men and women gave. Even in this patriarchal 
time, women participated actively in God's work. All people 
came with gifts that were sumptuous, varied, and 
abundant. At last they had to be told to stop giving (see 
Exodus 36:2-7)!" Perhaps they were inspired to be extra 
generous after receiving God's abundant forgiveness for 
their idolatry in the golden calf incident. This should give 
us the example we need to follow when God wants 
something done—we should have this same willingness of 
heart and generosity of spirit (see Acts 20:35; 2 Corinthians 
9:6-7). Like the Israelites, we should be stirred to give 
generously when we realize the abundance of mercy God 
has given to us.
Among the gifts the people brought was the wood for the 
tabernacle. The wood was from the acacia tree (shittim tree 
in the older King James). The Interpreter's Dictionary of the 

Bible makes some interesting comments about it. "Ideally 
suited for cabinet making, the hard orange-brown wood...is 
still common in the desert regions of the Negeb and Sinai. 
These acacias produce a very durable wood."



Although the account of the Israelites' generosity is 
inspiring, it didn't necessarily mean that they would be just 
as zealous about opportunities that were more spiritual in 
nature, and it didn't mean that such zeal would necessarily 
last for long. Indeed, as we will see, the people would sink 
into rebellion again and again. For this is the nature of 
human beings unaided by spiritual conversion from God.” 
[END]
Verse 3 – We don’t know if these are new people bringing 
gifts each day (perhaps inspired by the example of others), 
or some of the same continuing to bring (or likely a 
combination of both).  For all the faults of God’s people, 
whether we are talking about the nation of Israel, early 
Christians, or the Church today, God’s people are 
generous.  They give generous offerings and often go 
above and beyond in their generosity to God’s people in 
need, the ministry, and the work of the Church.  Thank you!
 

Verse 6 – How pleased God must have been to see such 
amazing generosity that Moses was able to command the 
people to stop bringing any more offerings.
 



Verse 8 – Since I just recently covered the Tabernacle 
design, I won’t once again list measurements, etc…


