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Exodus 40

Exodus 40:1-38 NKJV
Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: "On the first day of the first 
month you shall set up the tabernacle of the tent of meeting. You shall 
put in it the ark of the Testimony, and partition off the ark with the veil. 
You shall bring in the table and arrange the things that are to be set in 
order on it; and you shall bring in the lampstand and light its lamps. You 
shall also set the altar of gold for the incense before the ark of the 
Testimony, and put up the screen for the door of the tabernacle. Then 
you shall set the altar of the burnt offering before the door of the 
tabernacle of the tent of meeting. And you shall set the laver between the 
tabernacle of meeting and the altar, and put water in it. You shall set up 
the court all around, and hang up the screen at the court gate. "And you 
shall take the anointing oil, and anoint the tabernacle and all that is in it; 
and you shall hallow it and all its utensils, and it shall be holy. You shall 
anoint the altar of the burnt offering and all its utensils, and consecrate 
the altar. The altar shall be most holy. And you shall anoint the laver and 
its base, and consecrate it. "Then you shall bring Aaron and his sons to 
the door of the tabernacle of meeting and wash them with water. You 
shall put the holy garments on Aaron, and anoint him and consecrate 
him, that he may minister to Me as priest. And you shall bring his sons 
and clothe them with tunics. You shall anoint them, as you anointed 
their father, that they may minister to Me as priests; for their anointing 
shall surely be an everlasting priesthood throughout their generations." 
Thus Moses did; according to all that the LORD had commanded him, 
so he did. And it came to pass in the first month of the second year, on 
the first day of the month, that the tabernacle was raised up. So Moses 
raised up the tabernacle, fastened its sockets, set up its boards, put in its 
bars, and raised up its pillars. And he spread out the tent over the 
tabernacle and put the covering of the tent on top of it, as the LORD had 
commanded Moses. He took the Testimony and put it into the ark, 



inserted the poles through the rings of the ark, and put the mercy seat on 
top of the ark. And he brought the ark into the tabernacle, hung up the 
veil of the covering, and partitioned off the ark of the Testimony, as the 
LORD had commanded Moses. He put the table in the tabernacle of 
meeting, on the north side of the tabernacle, outside the veil; and he set 
the bread in order upon it before the LORD, as the LORD had 
commanded Moses. He put the lampstand in the tabernacle of meeting, 
across from the table, on the south side of the tabernacle; and he lit the 
lamps before the LORD, as the LORD had commanded Moses. He put 
the gold altar in the tabernacle of meeting in front of the veil; and he 
burned sweet incense on it, as the LORD had commanded Moses. He 
hung up the screen at the door of the tabernacle. And he put the altar of 
burnt offering before the door of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting, 
and offered upon it the burnt offering and the grain offering, as the 
LORD had commanded Moses. He set the laver between the tabernacle 
of meeting and the altar, and put water there for washing; and Moses, 
Aaron, and his sons would wash their hands and their feet with water 
from it. Whenever they went into the tabernacle of meeting, and when 
they came near the altar, they washed, as the LORD had commanded 
Moses. And he raised up the court all around the tabernacle and the altar, 
and hung up the screen of the court gate. So Moses finished the work. 
Then the cloud covered the tabernacle of meeting, and the glory of the 
LORD filled the tabernacle. And Moses was not able to enter the 
tabernacle of meeting, because the cloud rested above it, and the glory of 
the LORD filled the tabernacle. Whenever the cloud was taken up from 
above the tabernacle, the children of Israel would go onward in all their 
journeys. But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not journey till 
the day that it was taken up. For the cloud of the LORD was above the 
tabernacle by day, and fire was over it by night, in the sight of all the 
house of Israel, throughout all their journeys. 

Daily Deep Dive:



This brings us to our final day of reading for the week and the final 
chapter of the book of Exodus.  With this day we will now have 
completed three books of the Bible (Genesis, Job & Exodus).
Here’s the final UCG reading plan for the book of Exodus: “God gave 
Moses explicit instruction regarding every detail of the building of the 
tabernacle. And the Bible makes two interesting statements regarding 
the care with which Moses followed these instructions. Verse 16 says, 
"Moses did according to all that the Lord had commanded him," while 
verse 33 simply says, "So Moses finished the work." Moses was a 
faithful man of God. He strove for excellence in everything God gave 
him to do. The book of Hebrews comments on his faithfulness, "Moses 
indeed was faithful in all His house as a servant" (Hebrews 3:5).
The tabernacle was finally set up and its furnishings arranged on the first 
day of the first month, Abib or Nisan on the Hebrew Calendar, of the 
second year of Israel's journey out of Egypt (verses 2, 17). This was 
around 10 months after the people had arrived at Sinai and nearly two 
weeks before their second keeping of the Passover. When everything 
God had commanded had been completed, He came near in a dramatic 
descent that manifested His glory among the Israelites, filling the 
tabernacle with His glory so that even Moses could not enter. The 
appearance of God's glory is sometimes called the Shekinah or the 
Shekinah glory, coming from the Hebrew for "to dwell." The Nelson 
Study Bible states: "The glory of the Lord filling the tabernacle 
demonstrated His Presence with the Israelites, His significance to them, 
and His awe-inspiring wonder. The words of John 1:1-18 are appropriate 
to recall here. In the Incarnation, the glory of God was manifest not in a 
tent, but in His Son.... How wonderful that the Book of Exodus 
concludes with this image of the gracious God, hovering protectively 
over His people.... A faithful Israelite follower of God could see the 
tabernacle and realize that God was there in His splendor and power. 



And with Him the people advanced to Canaan, the land He had promised 
to them." [END]
Here are some final videos that I hope help everyone capture this 
amazing moment as the Tabernacle was erected for the first time:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=75fHH9gPNrg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4a7DuVM-25Y
 

Verse 36 – Daily the people of God had to get up and first look to God.  
They had to watch to determine whether today was a day to move 
forward or stay put.  God set for them when to move and what direction.  
How about us?  Do we look for God to lead us through His spirit and 
His Word?

https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D4a7DuVM-25Y&data=05%7C01%7C%7C3a0397f9ff6e432d1cd308db1c4f35a6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638134899265173056%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=l%2FoJoG%2BTR%2BD6XACLjZnIqA2svZBu7hXMiecMVp5XbP0%3D&reserved=0
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3D75fHH9gPNrg&data=05%7C01%7C%7C3a0397f9ff6e432d1cd308db1c4f35a6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C638134899265017430%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3hcRpMPfVzjkbkduk0OANnit9PX9nEh0BnbwPVUC5i4%3D&reserved=0

