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Leviticus 8

Leviticus 8:1-36 NKJV
And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: "Take Aaron and his sons with 
him, and the garments, the anointing oil, a bull as the sin offering, two 
rams, and a basket of unleavened bread; and gather all the congregation 
together at the door of the tabernacle of meeting." So Moses did as the 
LORD commanded him. And the congregation was gathered together at 
the door of the tabernacle of meeting. And Moses said to the 
congregation, "This is what the LORD commanded to be done." Then 
Moses brought Aaron and his sons and washed them with water. And he 
put the tunic on him, girded him with the sash, clothed him with the 
robe, and put the ephod on him; and he girded him with the intricately 
woven band of the ephod, and with it tied the ephod on him. Then he put 
the breastplate on him, and he put the Urim and the Thummim in the 
breastplate. And he put the turban on his head. Also on the turban, on its 
front, he put the golden plate, the holy crown, as the LORD had 
commanded Moses. Also Moses took the anointing oil, and anointed the 
tabernacle and all that was in it, and consecrated them. He sprinkled 
some of it on the altar seven times, anointed the altar and all its utensils, 
and the laver and its base, to consecrate them. And he poured some of 
the anointing oil on Aaron's head and anointed him, to consecrate him. 
Then Moses brought Aaron's sons and put tunics on them, girded them 
with sashes, and put hats on them, as the LORD had commanded Moses. 
And he brought the bull for the sin offering. Then Aaron and his sons 
laid their hands on the head of the bull for the sin offering, and Moses 
killed it. Then he took the blood, and put some on the horns of the altar 
all around with his finger, and purified the altar. And he poured the 
blood at the base of the altar, and consecrated it, to make atonement for 
it. Then he took all the fat that was on the entrails, the fatty lobe attached 
to the liver, and the two kidneys with their fat, and Moses burned them 
on the altar. But the bull, its hide, its flesh, and its offal, he burned with 



fire outside the camp, as the LORD had commanded Moses. Then he 
brought the ram as the burnt offering. And Aaron and his sons laid their 
hands on the head of the ram, and Moses killed it. Then he sprinkled the 
blood all around on the altar. And he cut the ram into pieces; and Moses 
burned the head, the pieces, and the fat. Then he washed the entrails and 
the legs in water. And Moses burned the whole ram on the altar. It was a 
burnt sacrifice for a sweet aroma, an offering made by fire to the LORD, 
as the LORD had commanded Moses. And he brought the second ram, 
the ram of consecration. Then Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the 
head of the ram, and Moses killed it. Also he took some of its blood and 
put it on the tip of Aaron's right ear, on the thumb of his right hand, and 
on the big toe of his right foot. Then he brought Aaron's sons. And 
Moses put some of the blood on the tips of their right ears, on the 
thumbs of their right hands, and on the big toes of their right feet. And 
Moses sprinkled the blood all around on the altar. Then he took the fat 
and the fat tail, all the fat that was on the entrails, the fatty lobe attached 
to the liver, the two kidneys and their fat, and the right thigh; and from 
the basket of unleavened bread that was before the LORD he took one 
unleavened cake, a cake of bread anointed with oil, and one wafer, and 
put them on the fat and on the right thigh; and he put all these in Aaron's 
hands and in his sons' hands, and waved them as a wave offering before 
the LORD. Then Moses took them from their hands and burned them on 
the altar, on the burnt offering. They were consecration offerings for a 
sweet aroma. That was an offering made by fire to the LORD. And 
Moses took the breast and waved it as a wave offering before the LORD. 
It was Moses' part of the ram of consecration, as the LORD had 
commanded Moses. Then Moses took some of the anointing oil and 
some of the blood which was on the altar, and sprinkled it on Aaron, on 
his garments, on his sons, and on the garments of his sons with him; and 
he consecrated Aaron, his garments, his sons, and the garments of his 
sons with him. And Moses said to Aaron and his sons, "Boil the flesh at 
the door of the tabernacle of meeting, and eat it there with the bread that 
is in the basket of consecration offerings, as I commanded, saying, 
'Aaron and his sons shall eat it.' What remains of the flesh and of the 
bread you shall burn with fire. And you shall not go outside the door of 



the tabernacle of meeting for seven days, until the days of your 
consecration are ended. For seven days he shall consecrate you. As he 
has done this day, so the LORD has commanded to do, to make 
atonement for you. Therefore you shall stay at the door of the tabernacle 
of meeting day and night for seven days, and keep the charge of the 
LORD, so that you may not die; for so I have been commanded." So 
Aaron and his sons did all the things that the LORD had commanded by 
the hand of Moses. 

Daily Deep Dive:
Many of the details of this chapter, we looked at in Exodus 29, where we 
found the instructions given to Moses of the ceremony that was to be 
performed on this day.
We’ll begin today reading the UCG reading plan for this chapter: “The 
incredible mercy of God is demonstrated in the appointment of Aaron as 
Israel's ecclesiastical leader. Aaron, after all, had presided over Israel's 
idolatry with the golden calf. Yet, now forgiven, God gives him another 
chance—this time to serve as God's own high priest, with Aaron's sons 
serving as priests under him. Indeed, the priesthood was to be 
perpetuated through his family from then on.
This also serves as a reminder that when God forgives, He forgives 
us completely. In Psalms 103:12, King David proclaims that God 
removes our transgressions "as far as the east is from the west." Isaiah 
43:25 and Jeremiah 31:34 tell us that He remembers our sins no more. 
In Isaiah 1:18 God says that our sins, formerly as scarlet, "shall be white 
as snow." God's mercy and forgiveness toward Aaron are proof that God 
is equally merciful toward us, both forgiving and forgetting our sins. 
This is possible because, although God has perfect memory of the past, 
while we continue in the process of repentance and overcoming He 
looks on the new person within that He is forming and shaping as 
distinct from the sinful nature we battle (see Romans 7:17). Our old 



sinful self will one day be eliminated at our transformation to immortal 
incorruption (see 1 Corinthians 15) and only the sinless new self will 
remain. But thankfully, we don't have to wait until then to be considered 
forgiven and reckoned as sinless. When we repent, God forgives us 
totally right then and there.
Leviticus 8 records the consecration, or setting apart, of Aaron and His 
sons for their important responsibility. The entire nation came out to 
witness the important event. As God's prophet and chief servant on 
earth, Moses was the only one qualified to ordain Aaron and his sons to 
their offices. Aaron, as the high priest, was anointed through the pouring 
out of oil upon his head (Leviticus 8:12)—symbolic of a special 
dispensation of God's Holy Spirit (compare Acts 10:38). In ancient 
Israel, the high priests and kings were anointed. Interestingly, both 
offices looked forward to the coming of an "Anointed One"—which is 
the meaning of Mashiach (or Messiah) in Hebrew and Christos (or 
Christ) in Greek. And indeed, Jesus Christ now fills both of these 
positions, king and high priest.
Though Aaron's sons were not anointed in the same manner he was, they 
were, along with him, sprinkled with anointing oil and blood (Leviticus 
8:30; compare Leviticus 10:7). Furthermore, Aaron and his sons were all 
specially consecrated by the blood of a ram being applied to the right 
ear, right thumb and right big toe of each of them. Some have speculated 
that this anointing of their extremities, top to bottom, represented a total 
covering by the sacrificial blood. Or perhaps it meant something else. 
The ear often represents hearing—so perhaps their willingness to listen 
to and heed God's instructions was being sanctified. After all, the phrase 
"this is what the Lord commanded," or similar words, is stated 10 times 
in this chapter (verses 4, 5, 9, 13, 17, 21, 29, 34, 35, 36). The right 
thumb is the part of the right hand that allows it to function—and the 
right hand is often symbolic in the Bible of a person's actions. The 



priest's actions had to be holy. And as for the big toe, it enables balance 
in walking and standing—which are often representative in Scripture of 
walking with God, i.e., leading a godly life, and remaining steadfast in 
the faith respectively. These are important qualities for God's priests—
qualities we must exemplify too, as we are now God's chosen holy 
priesthood (1 Peter 2:5, 9).
We should also take note of the washing of Aaron and his sons. The Keil 
& Delitzsch Commentarystates regarding Leviticus 8:6 that Moses 
"directed them to wash themselves, no doubt all over, and not merely 
their hands and feet. This cleansing from bodily uncleanness was a 
symbol of the putting away of the filth of sin; the washing of the body, 
therefore, was a symbol of spiritual cleansing, without which no one 
could draw near to God, and least of all those who were to perform the 
duties of reconciliation" (Vol. 1, p. 544). Many of the washing rituals of 
the Old Testament foreshadowed the baptism of the New Testament, and 
that would seem to be true in this case. Again, the New Testament 
Church is a holy priesthood, each individual being cleansed 
symbolically through washing in water when baptized—although it is 
actually the grace of God through "the blood of Jesus Christ" that 
"cleanses us from all sin" (1 John 1:7).” [END]
Verses 10 – 12: In each of these verses we read the word “consecrate” 
(NKJV) or “sanctify” (KJV).  The Hebrew means “to be clean” 
(Strongs).  God created a process where “unclean” objects and people 
could be put into a state of being “clean” and therefore acceptable to be 
used in service before His Holy presence.  For this to happen, Moses 
needed to follow God’s instructions exactly.  As Holy, only God can 
make something Holy.
 

Verse 14 – After first using oil, a symbol of God’s Holy Spirit, on Aaron 
and his sons, God then had Moses perform a sin offering to purify 
(cleanse) the flesh (compare Hebrews 9:13). 



 

Verse 18 – Sin now out of the way, having completed the sin offering, 
and cleansing the altar, God now has Moses perform a burnt offering, 
dedicating the whole lives of Aaron and his sons to God’s service which 
is presented as a “sweet aroma” to God (verse 21).
 

Verse 22 – Here’s what Jamieson-Faucet-Brown commentary states 
about the “ram of consecration”: “After the sin offering and burnt 
offering had been presented on their behalf, this was their peace 
offering, by which they declared the pleasure which they felt in entering 
upon the service of God and being brought into close communion with 
Him as the ministers of His sanctuary, together with their confident 
reliance on His grace to help them in all their sacred duties.” [END]
 

Verse 28 – God’s required portions of the peace offering, and the grain 
offering associated with it, was burned on top of the burnt offering on 
God’s altar.
 

Verse 31 – Now that Aaron & his sons were clean 
(Holy/sanctified/consecrated), they were now able to eat the Holy 
portions of God’s offerings in a clean/holy place.


