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Numbers 2;

Numbers 2:1-34 NKJV
And the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying: "Everyone of the 
children of Israel shall camp by his own standard, beside the emblems of 
his father's house; they shall camp some distance from the tabernacle of 
meeting. On the east side, toward the rising of the sun, those of the 
standard of the forces with Judah shall camp according to their armies; 
and Nahshon the son of Amminadab shall be the leader of the children 
of Judah." And his army was numbered at seventy-four thousand six 
hundred. "Those who camp next to him shall be the tribe of Issachar, 
and Nethanel the son of Zuar shall be the leader of the children of 
Issachar." And his army was numbered at fifty-four thousand four 
hundred. "Then comes the tribe of Zebulun, and Eliab the son of Helon 
shall be the leader of the children of Zebulun." And his army was 
numbered at fifty-seven thousand four hundred. "All who were 
numbered according to their armies of the forces with Judah, one 
hundred and eighty-six thousand four hundred—these shall break camp 
first. "On the south side shall be the standard of the forces with Reuben 
according to their armies, and the leader of the children of Reuben shall 
be Elizur the son of Shedeur." And his army was numbered at forty-six 
thousand five hundred. "Those who camp next to him shall be the tribe 
of Simeon, and the leader of the children of Simeon shall be Shelumiel 
the son of Zurishaddai." And his army was numbered at fifty-nine 
thousand three hundred. "Then comes the tribe of Gad, and the leader of 
the children of Gad shall be Eliasaph the son of Reuel." And his army 
was numbered at forty-five thousand six hundred and fifty. "All who 
were numbered according to their armies of the forces with Reuben, one 
hundred and fifty-one thousand four hundred and fifty—they shall be the 
second to break camp. "And the tabernacle of meeting shall move out 
with the camp of the Levites in the middle of the camps; as they camp, 



so they shall move out, everyone in his place, by their standards. "On the 
west side shall be the standard of the forces with Ephraim according to 
their armies, and the leader of the children of Ephraim shall be Elishama 
the son of Ammihud." And his army was numbered at forty thousand 
five hundred. "Next to him comes the tribe of Manasseh, and the leader 
of the children of Manasseh shall be Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur." And 
his army was numbered at thirty-two thousand two hundred. "Then 
comes the tribe of Benjamin, and the leader of the children of Benjamin 
shall be Abidan the son of Gideoni." And his army was numbered at 
thirty-five thousand four hundred. "All who were numbered according to 
their armies of the forces with Ephraim, one hundred and eight thousand 
one hundred—they shall be the third to break camp. "The standard of the 
forces with Dan shall be on the north side according to their armies, and 
the leader of the children of Dan shall be Ahiezer the son of 
Ammishaddai." And his army was numbered at sixty-two thousand 
seven hundred. "Those who camp next to him shall be the tribe of Asher, 
and the leader of the children of Asher shall be Pagiel the son of Ocran." 
And his army was numbered at forty-one thousand five hundred. "Then 
comes the tribe of Naphtali, and the leader of the children of Naphtali 
shall be Ahira the son of Enan." And his army was numbered at fifty-
three thousand four hundred. "All who were numbered of the forces with 
Dan, one hundred and fifty-seven thousand six hundred—they shall 
break camp last, with their standards." These are the ones who were 
numbered of the children of Israel by their fathers' houses. All who were 
numbered according to their armies of the forces were six hundred and 
three thousand five hundred and fifty. But the Levites were not 
numbered among the children of Israel, just as the LORD commanded 
Moses. Thus the children of Israel did according to all that the LORD 
commanded Moses; so they camped by their standards and so they broke 
camp, each one by his family, according to their fathers' houses. 

Daily Deep Dive:



We’ll begin with the UCG reading plan for this chapter: “In 
chapter 2 we find the organization of the tribes of Israel. 
God made it clear to Moses that every Israelite was 
personally responsible for pitching his camp with his tribe. 
There was a recognizable standard—akin to the national 
flags of more modern times—that bore the emblem or 
ensign of each tribe and marked the area of encampment. A 
leader was chosen for each tribe, the same man who had 
been charged with taking the tribe's census.
In the center of all the camps were the Levites, surrounded 
by the 12 other tribes. The 12 tribes were sorted into four 
main assemblies. First in the order of procession of this 
great body of people was Judah on the east with Issachar 
and Zebulun. On the south side of the camp, Reuben was 
accompanied by Simeon and Gad. The tribe of Ephraim was 
in the west with the tribes of Manasseh and Benjamin. Dan 
took the northernmost camp with Asher and Naphtali. Not 
only did all Israel camp in this fashion, they traveled in this 
order, all 603,550 men with their wives and children, in 
addition to the Levites in the center of the formation with 
the tabernacle.
The four main standards surrounding the tabernacle, those 
of Ephraim, Judah, Reuben and Dan, probably carried the 



emblems of a bull, a lion, a man and an eagle respectively. 
This is fascinating when we discover that these are the 
respective faces of the four living creatures surrounding 
God's throne in heaven (Revelation 4:7)—and that cherubim 
have all these faces (Ezekiel 1:10).” [END]
 

Verse 2 – This verse says everyone should “camp/pitch” by 
his own “standard.”  This word for “standard” means “a flag 
– banner, standard” (Strongs).  Once they were within the 
area of their own “standard”, they were to be organized by 
being by the “ensign” of their father’s house.  The word 
“ensign” means “sign, signal, a distinguishing mark, 
banner”. 
 

In the rest of this chapter, notice how orderly God 
commands everything to be.  God was specific in where He 
wanted each tribe and in what order He wanted them to 
break camp and travel.  The Apostle Paul would later teach 
the congregation in Corinth to “let all things be done 
decently and in order.”  This is a lesson for all of us as we 
serve at church or have responsibilities pertaining to the 
people of God.


