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Numbers 13

Numbers 13:1-33 NKJV
And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, "Send men to spy out the land 
of Canaan, which I am giving to the children of Israel; from each tribe of 
their fathers you shall send a man, every one a leader among them." So 
Moses sent them from the Wilderness of Paran according to the 
command of the LORD, all of them men who were heads of the children 
of Israel. Now these were their names: from the tribe of Reuben, 
Shammua the son of Zaccur; from the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son 
of Hori; from the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh; from the 
tribe of Issachar, Igal the son of Joseph; from the tribe of Ephraim, 
Hoshea the son of Nun; from the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of 
Raphu; from the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son of Sodi; from the 
tribe of Joseph, that is, from the tribe of Manasseh, Gaddi the son of 
Susi; from the tribe of Dan, Ammiel the son of Gemalli; from the tribe 
of Asher, Sethur the son of Michael; from the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi 
the son of Vophsi; from the tribe of Gad, Geuel the son of Machi. These 
are the names of the men whom Moses sent to spy out the land. And 
Moses called Hoshea the son of Nun, Joshua. Then Moses sent them to 
spy out the land of Canaan, and said to them, "Go up this way into the 
South, and go up to the mountains, and see what the land is like: whether 
the people who dwell in it are strong or weak, few or many; whether the 
land they dwell in is good or bad; whether the cities they inhabit are like 
camps or strongholds; whether the land is rich or poor; and whether 
there are forests there or not. Be of good courage. And bring some of the 
fruit of the land." Now the time was the season of the first ripe grapes. 
So they went up and spied out the land from the Wilderness of Zin as far 
as Rehob, near the entrance of Hamath. And they went up through the 
South and came to Hebron; Ahiman, Sheshai, and Talmai, the 
descendants of Anak, were there. (Now Hebron was built seven years 



before Zoan in Egypt.) Then they came to the Valley of Eshcol, and 
there cut down a branch with one cluster of grapes; they carried it 
between two of them on a pole. They also brought some of the 
pomegranates and figs. The place was called the Valley of Eshcol, 
because of the cluster which the men of Israel cut down there. And they 
returned from spying out the land after forty days. Now they departed 
and came back to Moses and Aaron and all the congregation of the 
children of Israel in the Wilderness of Paran, at Kadesh; they brought 
back word to them and to all the congregation, and showed them the 
fruit of the land. Then they told him, and said: "We went to the land 
where you sent us. It truly flows with milk and honey, and this is its 
fruit. Nevertheless the people who dwell in the land are strong; the cities 
are fortified and very large; moreover we saw the descendants of Anak 
there. The Amalekites dwell in the land of the South; the Hittites, the 
Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in the mountains; and the Canaanites 
dwell by the sea and along the banks of the Jordan." Then Caleb quieted 
the people before Moses, and said, "Let us go up at once and take 
possession, for we are well able to overcome it." But the men who had 
gone up with him said, "We are not able to go up against the people, for 
they are stronger than we." And they gave the children of Israel a bad 
report of the land which they had spied out, saying, "The land through 
which we have gone as spies is a land that devours its inhabitants, and 
all the people whom we saw in it are men of great stature. There we saw 
the giants (the descendants of Anak came from the giants); and we were 
like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight." 

Daily Deep Dive:
 

No doubt God inspired the decision to send these two who 
He already knew to be faithful—ensuring that there would 
be at least two faithful witnesses among this generally 
faithless group to fulfill His requirement that we are to 



accept something on the testimony of two or three 
witnesses. Interestingly, in the end time, after the 
organized work of God is publicly silenced, there will still 
be two witnesses (Revelation 11:3) who will give a faithful 
report on the nature of the future promised land, the 
Kingdom of God. Yet, as before, the vast majority of those 
reporting on God's Kingdom will be false witnesses—as is 
the case even now. While we see God here telling Moses to 
send men to spy out the land (13:1-2), Deuteronomy 1:21-
23 shows that this idea was initially brought to Moses by 
the people. The idea pleased Moses, who evidently took it 
to God for approval—which God gave with more details 
here in Numbers 13. (It is, of course, likely that God 
intended this plan all along—perhaps inspiring the people 
to come up with it.) Twelve men, one from each tribe, were 
chosen to spy out the land. They were to check out the soil, 
trees, people, cities, everything, and then report back. 
These 12 men are different leaders of Israel than those we 
saw in chapters 1 and 7. Only two of these men brought a 
favorable report, Caleb and Joshua. Caleb said, evidently 
because of his faith in God, "Let us go up at once and take 
possession, for we are well able to overcome it" (verse 30).



Another important factor to consider is that even if 
everything the evil witnesses said were actually true, the 
omnipotent God was easily able to defeat obstacles like 
giants and massive fortresses—a fact that should already 
have been evident from the plagues upon Egypt and the 
parting of the Red Sea. God had, after all, brought low the 
most powerful kingdom on earth—the Egyptian empire—
right before their eyes, and the city-states of Canaan were 
much weaker in comparison.
Besides not expanding fears about the dangers of the land 
beyond all proportion, Joshua and Caleb knew—had the 
faith—that God would deliver on His promise. They were 
the ones the Israelites should have listened to. Sadly, 
however, this was not to be.” [END]
Verse 22 – This verse tells us that the descendants of 
“Anak” were there.  This is the first time this word appears 
in the Bible.  It’s used a total of 9 times, although 3 of 
those are here in this chapter.
Deuteronomy 9:2 tells us that these people were “great and 
tall”.
John Gill’s commentary on that verse states: “who described 
them as very large bodied men, and of a gigantic stature, 
the descendants of one Anak, a giant;”



 

Verse 23 – John Gill’s commentary states: “it was so big; 
and which was not done only for the ease of carrying it, but 
that it might not have any of its grapes squeezed, bruised, 
and broken off, but that they might carry it entire and 
whole for the Israelites to behold:”
 

Verse 32 – As part of their unfaithful reporting of the land, 
the men said the men there were of “great stature”.  This 
word in Hebrew means “measurement, size” (BDB).
 

Verse 33 – They state they saw “giants, the sons of Anak”.  
We already discussed this family of Anak above.  This word 
from “giants” is “nephil/nephiyl” and we saw this used in 
Genesis 6:4 and this is the only other time it is used.


