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Numbers 34

Numbers 34:1-29 NKJV
Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, "Command the children of 
Israel, and say to them: 'When you come into the land of Canaan, this is 
the land that shall fall to you as an inheritance—the land of Canaan to its 
boundaries. Your southern border shall be from the Wilderness of Zin 
along the border of Edom; then your southern border shall extend 
eastward to the end of the Salt Sea; your border shall turn from the 
southern side of the Ascent of Akrabbim, continue to Zin, and be on the 
south of Kadesh Barnea; then it shall go on to Hazar Addar, and 
continue to Azmon; the border shall turn from Azmon to the Brook of 
Egypt, and it shall end at the Sea. 'As for the western border, you shall 
have the Great Sea for a border; this shall be your western border. 'And 
this shall be your northern border: From the Great Sea you shall mark 
out your border line to Mount Hor; from Mount Hor you shall mark out 
your border to the entrance of Hamath; then the direction of the border 
shall be toward Zedad; the border shall proceed to Ziphron, and it shall 
end at Hazar Enan. This shall be your northern border. 'You shall mark 
out your eastern border from Hazar Enan to Shepham; the border shall 
go down from Shepham to Riblah on the east side of Ain; the border 
shall go down and reach to the eastern side of the Sea of Chinnereth; the 
border shall go down along the Jordan, and it shall end at the Salt Sea. 
This shall be your land with its surrounding boundaries.' " Then Moses 
commanded the children of Israel, saying: "This is the land which you 
shall inherit by lot, which the LORD has commanded to give to the nine 
tribes and to the half-tribe. For the tribe of the children of Reuben 



according to the house of their fathers, and the tribe of the children of 
Gad according to the house of their fathers, have received their 
inheritance; and the half-tribe of Manasseh has received its inheritance. 
The two tribes and the half-tribe have received their inheritance on this 
side of the Jordan, across from Jericho eastward, toward the sunrise." 
And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, "These are the names of the 
men who shall divide the land among you as an inheritance: Eleazar the 
priest and Joshua the son of Nun. And you shall take one leader of every 
tribe to divide the land for the inheritance. These are the names of the 
men: from the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh; from the tribe 
of the children of Simeon, Shemuel the son of Ammihud; from the tribe 
of Benjamin, Elidad the son of Chislon; a leader from the tribe of the 
children of Dan, Bukki the son of Jogli; from the sons of Joseph: a 
leader from the tribe of the children of Manasseh, Hanniel the son of 
Ephod, and a leader from the tribe of the children of Ephraim, Kemuel 
the son of Shiphtan; a leader from the tribe of the children of Zebulun, 
Elizaphan the son of Parnach; a leader from the tribe of the children of 
Issachar, Paltiel the son of Azzan; a leader from the tribe of the children 
of Asher, Ahihud the son of Shelomi; and a leader from the tribe of the 
children of Naphtali, Pedahel the son of Ammihud." These are the ones 
the LORD commanded to divide the inheritance among the children of 
Israel in the land of Canaan. 

Daily Deep Dive:
The UCG reading program states the following: “Eleazar the 
priest and Joshua are given the responsibility of dividing up 
the inheritance of the land. Eleazar is chosen because he 
was the high priest and had the breastplate with the Urim 



and Thummim. Joshua is selected because he would soon 
be successor to Moses (verse 17). The boundaries of the 
entire area are described. East of the Jordan River, Reuben, 
Gad and half of the tribe of Manasseh have already received 
their inheritance (verse 14; Numbers 32). The other half of 
Manasseh will have its inheritance in Canaan. It should be 
noted that the land is not actually divided up in Numbers 
34. That actually occurs in Joshua 14-19, after the land is 
surveyed.
Some of the more modern names will help in defining the 
territory described here. The Salt Sea (Numbers 34:3) is, of 
course, the Dead Sea. The Great Sea (verse 6), from the 
perspective of the Promised Land, is the Mediterranean. The 
Sea of Chinnereth (verse 11) is better known by us as the 
Sea of Galilee. The River or Brook of Egypt (verse 5) is 
probably the Wadi al-Arish, in the western Sinai Peninsula, 
not too far from the present Israeli-Egyptian border. Some 
have argued that no other river than the Nile could properly 
be called the River of Egypt. However, this cannot be true 
since the Israelites had to leave Egypt and go to the 
Promised Land. If the boundary of the Promised Land were 
the Nile, then the Israelites would have been in the 
Promised Land while they were yet in Goshen! Finally, 



"Mount Hor," located in the north (verse 7), cannot be the 
same Mount Hor upon which Aaron died in the south. 
According to the Jamieson, Fausset & Brown 

Commentary: "The Hebrew words...Hor-ha-hor, properly 
signify 'the mountain of the mountain'—'the high double 
mountain,' which, from the situation, can mean nothing 
else than the mountain Amana (Song 4:8), a member of the 
great Lebanon range" (note on Numbers 34:7-9).
Don't worry if you cannot trace the borders accurately. 
Some of the names are lost to us today. Notice that the 
Levites did not receive a land territory for their inheritance 
as all the other tribes did. Their locations are described in 
the next chapter.” [END]
I again have nothing to add to this chapter.


