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Deuteronomy 34

Deuteronomy 34:1-12 NKJV 
Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount 
Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is across from Jericho. 
And the LORD showed him all the land of Gilead as far as 
Dan, all Naphtali and the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all 
the land of Judah as far as the Western Sea, the South, and 
the plain of the Valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees, as 
far as Zoar. Then the LORD said to him, "This is the land of 
which I swore to give Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, 'I 
will give it to your descendants.' I have caused you to see it 
with your eyes, but you shall not cross over there." So 
Moses the servant of the LORD died there in the land of 
Moab, according to the word of the LORD. And He buried 
him in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth Peor; but 
no one knows his grave to this day. Moses was one 
hundred and twenty years old when he died. His eyes were 
not dim nor his natural vigor diminished. And the children 
of Israel wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days. 
So the days of weeping and mourning for Moses ended. 



Now Joshua the son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, 
for Moses had laid his hands on him; so the children of 
Israel heeded him, and did as the LORD had commanded 
Moses. But since then there has not arisen in Israel a 
prophet like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face, in 
all the signs and wonders which the LORD sent him to do in 
the land of Egypt, before Pharaoh, before all his servants, 
and in all his land, and by all that mighty power and all the 
great terror which Moses performed in the sight of all 
Israel. 

Daily Deep Dive:
This brings us to the last chapter of the book of 
Deuteronomy and the Pentateuch, as well as the death of 
Moses who has been the prominent figure since Exodus.
Here’s what the UCG reading plan states about this final 
chapter: “As mentioned in the introductory highlights of 
Deuteronomy, though it was possible for Moses to have 
written this final chapter himself under God's inspiration, it 
seems much more likely that God used someone else to 
bring the book to its completion. An obvious candidate is 
Moses' successor, Joshua. However, the wording of verse 10 
makes it appear that more time had passed than just 



Joshua. Perhaps someone else wrote the final three verses 
of the book.
Here we see that Moses dies at 120 years of age, but not 
because of ill health or the normal physical deterioration 
associated with aging (verse 7). In this way, God made it 
clear that He was taking Moses' life, not allowing him to 
enter the Promised Land, because of Moses' error in 
striking the rock at Kadesh. Still, this great man of God is 
given a glimpse of the Promised Land and full assurance 
that his people would enter it. More importantly, he one 
day will enter that land and a far greater Promised Land—
when He is resurrected from the dead into the Kingdom of 
God, which will be ruled from Jerusalem (compare Matthew 
16:28; Matthew 17:1-9).
Remarkably, God Himself buried Moses' body in a secret 
place (Deuteronomy 34:5-6). This was apparently to 
prevent his gravesite from becoming an idolatrous shrine, 
as it surely would have. In fact, we are told in the book of 
Jude that Satan and Michael fought over Moses' body (verse 
9)—as perhaps Satan wished to make the location of the 
burial known for just this reason.
Although Joshua became a powerful leader, he did not 
reach the stature of Moses. "But since then there has not 



arisen in Israel a prophet like Moses, whom the Lord knew 
face to face, in all the signs and wonders which the Lord 
sent him to do..., and by all that mighty power and all the 
great terror which Moses performed in the sight of the 
people" (verses 10-12). Indeed, no one like him would 
follow in the remainder of the Old Testament.
However, Moses foretold that a prophet like 
himself would appear, whom the people should follow. That 
Prophet, appearing in the New Testament, was Jesus Christ. 
As the law came through Moses, grace and truth came 
through Christ (John 1:17). Jesus Himself attested to the 
credibility of Moses, when He said, "If you believed Moses, 
you would believe Me; for he wrote about Me" (John 5:45-
47). But as people really have not believed Moses' writings, 
so they don't really believe Christ's words either.
Finally, then, with the obituary of its author, we come to the 
conclusion of the first major division of the Old Testament
—the five books of the Law, or Torah. We are left hopeful 
and excited, with the conquest of the Promised Land before 
us. May all of us have this same hope and excitement as we 
stand on the brink of entering our Promised Land—the 
Kingdom of God. Therein, we will join with all the faithful 
we've read about—such as Abel, Enoch, Noah, Shem, 



Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Aaron, 
Miriam, Joshua and Caleb—under Jesus Christ, in reforming 
this world to make it the kind of place it's supposed to be. 
What a wonderful time awaits us!” [END]
Verse 9 – Consistent with how the Holy Spirit is given after 
baptism through the laying on of hands (compare Acts 
19:6), Moses lays hands on Joshua, and God gives Joshua 
the Holy Spirit.


