
Day 236 - THURSDAY: August 24th

Joshua 20, 21 & 1 Chronicles 6:54-81

Joshua 20:1-9 NKJV 
The LORD also spoke to Joshua, saying, "Speak to the 
children of Israel, saying: 'Appoint for yourselves cities of 
refuge, of which I spoke to you through Moses, that the 
slayer who kills a person accidentally or unintentionally may 
flee there; and they shall be your refuge from the avenger 
of blood. And when he flees to one of those cities, and 
stands at the entrance of the gate of the city, and declares 
his case in the hearing of the elders of that city, they shall 
take him into the city as one of them, and give him a place, 
that he may dwell among them. Then if the avenger of 
blood pursues him, they shall not deliver the slayer into his 
hand, because he struck his neighbor unintentionally, but 
did not hate him beforehand. And he shall dwell in that city 
until he stands before the congregation for judgment, and 
until the death of the one who is high priest in those days. 
Then the slayer may return and come to his own city and 
his own house, to the city from which he fled.' " So they 
appointed Kedesh in Galilee, in the mountains of Naphtali, 



Shechem in the mountains of Ephraim, and Kirjath Arba 
(which is Hebron) in the mountains of Judah. And on the 
other side of the Jordan, by Jericho eastward, they assigned 
Bezer in the wilderness on the plain, from the tribe of 
Reuben, Ramoth in Gilead, from the tribe of Gad, and Golan 
in Bashan, from the tribe of Manasseh. These were the 
cities appointed for all the children of Israel and for the 
stranger who dwelt among them, that whoever killed a 
person accidentally might flee there, and not die by the 
hand of the avenger of blood until he stood before the 
congregation. 

Joshua 21:1-45 NKJV 
Then the heads of the fathers' houses of the Levites came 
near to Eleazar the priest, to Joshua the son of Nun, and to 
the heads of the fathers' houses of the tribes of the 
children of Israel. And they spoke to them at Shiloh in the 
land of Canaan, saying, "The LORD commanded through 
Moses to give us cities to dwell in, with their common-
lands for our livestock." So the children of Israel gave to the 
Levites from their inheritance, at the commandment of the 
LORD, these cities and their common-lands: Now the lot 
came out for the families of the Kohathites. And the 



children of Aaron the priest, who were of the Levites, had 
thirteen cities by lot from the tribe of Judah, from the tribe 
of Simeon, and from the tribe of Benjamin. The rest of the 
children of Kohath had ten cities by lot from the families of 
the tribe of Ephraim, from the tribe of Dan, and from the 
half-tribe of Manasseh. And the children of Gershon had 
thirteen cities by lot from the families of the tribe of 
Issachar, from the tribe of Asher, from the tribe of Naphtali, 
and from the half-tribe of Manasseh in Bashan. The 
children of Merari according to their families had twelve 
cities from the tribe of Reuben, from the tribe of Gad, and 
from the tribe of Zebulun. And the children of Israel gave 
these cities with their common-lands by lot to the Levites, 
as the LORD had commanded by the hand of Moses. So 
they gave from the tribe of the children of Judah and from 
the tribe of the children of Simeon these cities which are 
designated by name, which were for the children of Aaron, 
one of the families of the Kohathites, who were of the 
children of Levi; for the lot was theirs first. And they gave 
them Kirjath Arba (Arba was the father of Anak), which is 
Hebron, in the mountains of Judah, with the common-land 
surrounding it. But the fields of the city and its villages they 
gave to Caleb the son of Jephunneh as his possession. Thus 



to the children of Aaron the priest they gave Hebron with 
its common-land (a city of refuge for the slayer), Libnah 
with its common-land, Jattir with its common-land, 
Eshtemoa with its common-land, Holon with its common-
land, Debir with its common-land, Ain with its common-
land, Juttah with its common-land, and Beth Shemesh with 
its common-land: nine cities from those two tribes; and 
from the tribe of Benjamin, Gibeon with its common-land, 
Geba with its common-land, Anathoth with its common-
land, and Almon with its common-land: four cities. All the 
cities of the children of Aaron, the priests, were thirteen 
cities with their common-lands. And the families of the 
children of Kohath, the Levites, the rest of the children of 
Kohath, even they had the cities of their lot from the tribe 
of Ephraim. For they gave them Shechem with its common-
land in the mountains of Ephraim (a city of refuge for the 
slayer), Gezer with its common-land, Kibzaim with its 
common-land, and Beth Horon with its common-land: four 
cities; and from the tribe of Dan, Eltekeh with its common-
land, Gibbethon with its common-land, Aijalon with its 
common-land, and Gath Rimmon with its common-land: 
four cities; and from the half-tribe of Manasseh, Tanach 
with its common-land and Gath Rimmon with its common-



land: two cities. All the ten cities with their common-lands 
were for the rest of the families of the children of Kohath. 
Also to the children of Gershon, of the families of the 
Levites, from the other half-tribe of Manasseh, they gave 
Golan in Bashan with its common-land (a city of refuge for 
the slayer), and Be Eshterah with its common-land: two 
cities; and from the tribe of Issachar, Kishion with its 
common-land, Daberath with its common-land, Jarmuth 
with its common-land, and En Gannim with its common-
land: four cities; and from the tribe of Asher, Mishal with its 
common-land, Abdon with its common-land, Helkath with 
its common-land, and Rehob with its common-land: four 
cities; and from the tribe of Naphtali, Kedesh in Galilee with 
its common-land (a city of refuge for the slayer), Hammoth 
Dor with its common-land, and Kartan with its common-
land: three cities. All the cities of the Gershonites according 
to their families were thirteen cities with their common-
lands. And to the families of the children of Merari, the rest 
of the Levites, from the tribe of Zebulun, Jokneam with its 
common-land, Kartah with its common-land, Dimnah with 
its common-land, and Nahalal with its common-land: four 
cities; and from the tribe of Reuben, Bezer with its 
common-land, Jahaz with its common-land, Kedemoth with 



its common-land, and Mephaath with its common-land: 
four cities; and from the tribe of Gad, Ramoth in Gilead with 
its common-land (a city of refuge for the slayer), Mahanaim 
with its common-land, Heshbon with its common-land, and 
Jazer with its common-land: four cities in all. So all the 
cities for the children of Merari according to their families, 
the rest of the families of the Levites, were by their lot 
twelve cities. All the cities of the Levites within the 
possession of the children of Israel were forty-eight cities 
with their common-lands. Every one of these cities had its 
common-land surrounding it; thus were all these cities. So 
the LORD gave to Israel all the land of which He had sworn 
to give to their fathers, and they took possession of it and 
dwelt in it. The LORD gave them rest all around, according 
to all that He had sworn to their fathers. And not a man of 
all their enemies stood against them; the LORD delivered all 
their enemies into their hand. Not a word failed of any good 
thing which the LORD had spoken to the house of Israel. All 
came to pass. 

1 Chronicles 6:54-81 NKJV
Now these are their dwelling places throughout their 
settlements in their territory, for they were given by lot to 



the sons of Aaron, of the family of the Kohathites: They 
gave them Hebron in the land of Judah, with its surrounding 
common-lands. But the fields of the city and its villages 
they gave to Caleb the son of Jephunneh. And to the sons 
of Aaron they gave one of the cities of refuge, Hebron; also 
Libnah with its common-lands, Jattir, Eshtemoa with its 
common-lands, Hilen with its common-lands, Debir with its 
common-lands, Ashan with its common-lands, and Beth 
Shemesh with its common-lands. And from the tribe of 
Benjamin: Geba with its common-lands, Alemeth with its 
common-lands, and Anathoth with its common-lands. All 
their cities among their families were thirteen. To the rest 
of the family of the tribe of the Kohathites they gave by lot 
ten cities from half the tribe of Manasseh. And to the sons 
of Gershon, throughout their families, they gave thirteen 
cities from the tribe of Issachar, from the tribe of Asher, 
from the tribe of Naphtali, and from the tribe of Manasseh 
in Bashan. To the sons of Merari, throughout their families, 
they gave twelve cities from the tribe of Reuben, from the 
tribe of Gad, and from the tribe of Zebulun. So the children 
of Israel gave these cities with their common-lands to the 
Levites. And they gave by lot from the tribe of the children 
of Judah, from the tribe of the children of Simeon, and from 



the tribe of the children of Benjamin these cities which are 
called by their names. Now some of the families of the sons 
of Kohath were given cities as their territory from the tribe 
of Ephraim. And they gave them one of the cities of refuge, 
Shechem with its common-lands, in the mountains of 
Ephraim, also Gezer with its common-lands, Jokmeam with 
its common-lands, Beth Horon with its common-lands, 
Aijalon with its common-lands, and Gath Rimmon with its 
common-lands. And from the half-tribe of Manasseh: Aner 
with its common-lands and Bileam with its common-lands, 
for the rest of the family of the sons of Kohath. From the 
family of the half-tribe of Manasseh the sons of Gershon 
were given Golan in Bashan with its common-lands and 
Ashtaroth with its common-lands. And from the tribe of 
Issachar: Kedesh with its common-lands, Daberath with its 
common-lands, Ramoth with its common-lands, and Anem 
with its common-lands. And from the tribe of Asher: 
Mashal with its common-lands, Abdon with its common-
lands, Hukok with its common-lands, and Rehob with its 
common-lands. And from the tribe of Naphtali: Kedesh in 
Galilee with its common-lands, Hammon with its common-
lands, and Kirjathaim with its common-lands. From the 
tribe of Zebulun the rest of the children of Merari were 



given Rimmon with its common-lands and Tabor with its 
common-lands. And on the other side of the Jordan, across 
from Jericho, on the east side of the Jordan, they were given 
from the tribe of Reuben: Bezer in the wilderness with its 
common-lands, Jahzah with its common-lands, Kedemoth 
with its common-lands, and Mephaath with its common-
lands. And from the tribe of Gad: Ramoth in Gilead with its 
common-lands, Mahanaim with its common-lands, 
Heshbon with its common-lands, and Jazer with its 
common-lands. 

Daily Deep Dive:
Here is the UCG reading plan for both of today’s chapters: 
“As instructed, three cities were chosen as cities of refuge: 
Kedesh in the northern part of Naphtali, Shechem in the 
land of Ephraim, and Hebron in the land of Judah.
In addition to the cities of refuge, the Levites were given 
other cities to live in. They were grouped geographically by 
sub-tribe. The priests received the cities in the southern 
tribes of Simeon, Judah and Benjamin. The non-priest 
Kohathites had cities in the next three tribes moving north: 
Dan, Ephraim and western Manasseh. Gershon had cities in 



the far northern tribes. And Merari's cities were split—in the 
southern part of the eastern tribes, and in Zebulun.
In its note on the end of chapter 21, verses 43-45, The 

Nelson Study Bible states: "This glorious conclusion to these 
two chapters and to the entire section (chs. 13-21) 
celebrates the fact that all came to pass exactly as God 
promised. [That is, it should be clarified, while there was 
still more to come, all had so far gone exactly as God had 
said it would.] What has been visible all along is now said 
plainly—the God of Israel is a promise-keeping God, who 
gave Israel the land in accordance with the promises He had 
made with its ancestors, including Moses and the 
patriarchs. And in addition to giving them the land, He also 
granted them rest."” [END]
Chapter 20:
Verse 4 – JFB commentary states: “It was the place of public 
resort, and on arriving there he related his tale of distress 
to the elders, who were bound to give him shelter and the 
means of support, until the local authorities (Jos_20:6), 
having carefully investigated the case, should have 
pronounced the decision. If found guilty, the manslayer was 
surrendered to the blood-avenger; if extenuating 
circumstances appeared, he was to remain in the city of 



refuge, where he would be safe from the vindictive feelings 
of his pursuers; but he forfeited the privilege of immunity 
the moment he ventured beyond the walls.” [END]
 

Verse 7 – The Adam Clarke commentary states: “The cities of refuge 
were distributed through the land at proper distances from each other 
that they might be convenient to every part of the land; and it is said 
they were situated on eminences, that they might be easily seen at a 
distance, the roads leading to them being broad, even, and always kept 
in good repair. In the concluding note on Num_35:33 it has been stated 
that these cities were a type of our blessed Lord, and that the apostle 
refers to them as such, Heb_6:17, Heb_6:18. Hence their names have 
been considered as descriptive of some character or office of Christ. I 
shall give each and its signification, and leave the application to others.

 ,Kedesh, from kadash, to separate or set apart קדש .1
because it implies the consecration of a person or thing to 
the worship or service of God alone; hence to make or be 
holy, and hence Kedesh, holiness, the full consecration of a 
person to God.

 Shechem, from shacham, to be ready, forward, and שכם .2
diligent; hence Shechem, the shoulder, because of its 
readiness to bear burdens, prop up, sustain, etc., and from 
this ideal meaning it has the metaphorical one of 
Government.



 ,chabar, to associate, join חבר chebron; Hebron, from חברון .3
conjoin, unite as friends; and hence chebron, fellowship, 
friendly association, or with the diminutive nun, the little 
fellow-ship or association.

 Bezer, from batsar, to restrain, enclose, shut up, or בצר .4
encompass with a wall; and hence the goods or treasure 
thus secured, and hence a fortified place, a fortress.

 raam, to be raised, made high or ראם Ramoth, from ראמות .5
exalted, and hence Ramoth, high places, eminences.

 galah, to remove, transmigrate, or גלה Golan, from גולן .6
pass away; hence Golan, a transmigration or passage. Some 

derive it from גל gal, to rejoice, hence Golan, rejoicing or 
exultation.” [END]
 

Chapter 21:
Verse 4 – JFB commentary states: “The Levites were divided 
into Kohathites, Gershonites, and Merarites. Among the 
former the family of Aaron were exclusively appointed to 
the priesthood, and all the rest were ranked in the common 
order of Levites.” [END]
Adam Clarke adds: “It is worthy of remark, that the 
principal part of this tribe, whose business was to minister 
at the sanctuary, which sanctuary was afterwards to be 



established in Jerusalem, had their appointment nearest to 
that city; so that they were always within reach of the 
sacred work which God had appointed them.” [END]
 

V45 – What a beautiful verse.  God is faithful to His 
promises.  We can trust with absolute confidence in all God 
has promised us too.  


