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Judges 13

Judges 13:1-25 NKJV
Again the children of Israel did evil in the sight of the LORD, and the 
LORD delivered them into the hand of the Philistines for forty years. 
Now there was a certain man from Zorah, of the family of the Danites, 
whose name was Manoah; and his wife was barren and had no children. 
And the Angel of the LORD appeared to the woman and said to her, 
"Indeed now, you are barren and have borne no children, but you shall 
conceive and bear a son. Now therefore, please be careful not to drink 
wine or similar drink, and not to eat anything unclean. For behold, you 
shall conceive and bear a son. And no razor shall come upon his head, 
for the child shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb; and he shall 
begin to deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines." So the woman 
came and told her husband, saying, "A Man of God came to me, and His 
countenance was like the countenance of the Angel of God, very 
awesome; but I did not ask Him where He was from, and He did not tell 
me His name. And He said to me, 'Behold, you shall conceive and bear a 
son. Now drink no wine or similar drink, nor eat anything unclean, for 
the child shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb to the day of his 
death.' " Then Manoah prayed to the LORD, and said, "O my Lord, 
please let the Man of God whom You sent come to us again and teach us 
what we shall do for the child who will be born." And God listened to 
the voice of Manoah, and the Angel of God came to the woman again as 
she was sitting in the field; but Manoah her husband was not with her. 
Then the woman ran in haste and told her husband, and said to him, 
"Look, the Man who came to me the other day has just now appeared to 
me!" So Manoah arose and followed his wife. When he came to the 
Man, he said to Him, "Are You the Man who spoke to this woman?" 
And He said, "I am." Manoah said, "Now let Your words come to pass! 
What will be the boy's rule of life, and his work?" So the Angel of the 
LORD said to Manoah, "Of all that I said to the woman let her be 



careful. She may not eat anything that comes from the vine, nor may she 
drink wine or similar drink, nor eat anything unclean. All that I 
commanded her let her observe." Then Manoah said to the Angel of the 
LORD, "Please let us detain You, and we will prepare a young goat for 
You." And the Angel of the LORD said to Manoah, "Though you detain 
Me, I will not eat your food. But if you offer a burnt offering, you must 
offer it to the LORD." (For Manoah did not know He was the Angel of 
the LORD.) Then Manoah said to the Angel of the LORD, "What is 
Your name, that when Your words come to pass we may honor You?" 
And the Angel of the LORD said to him, "Why do you ask My name, 
seeing it is wonderful?" So Manoah took the young goat with the grain 
offering, and offered it upon the rock to the LORD. And He did a 
wondrous thing while Manoah and his wife looked on— it happened as 
the flame went up toward heaven from the altar—the Angel of the 
LORD ascended in the flame of the altar! When Manoah and his wife 
saw this, they fell on their faces to the ground. When the Angel of the 
LORD appeared no more to Manoah and his wife, then Manoah knew 
that He was the Angel of the LORD. And Manoah said to his wife, "We 
shall surely die, because we have seen God!" But his wife said to him, 
"If the LORD had desired to kill us, He would not have accepted a burnt 
offering and a grain offering from our hands, nor would He have shown 
us all these things, nor would He have told us such things as these at this 
time." So the woman bore a son and called his name Samson; and the 
child grew, and the LORD blessed him. And the Spirit of the LORD 
began to move upon him at Mahaneh Dan between Zorah and Eshtaol. 

Daily Deep Dive:
The UCG reading program: “At this point in the Judges narrative you 
may have noticed something interesting about Israel's periods of liberty
—they approach about 40 years, or one generation. It seems that Israel 
would remain faithful to God only when a generation of Israelites 
experienced oppression. But the next generation would speedily go into 
idolatry, only to be oppressed. How true this remains! One generation 



seldom learns from the errors of its predecessor, and every generation 
feels it must "push the boundaries" set by the previous generation.
After about a generation of peace, Israel again sinned, so God delivered 
them into the hands of the Philistines, who dwelt on the lowland coasts 
of Israel's southwest. For 40 years the Philistines had oppressed Israel. 
Now God raised up a deliverer, Samson of the tribe of Dan.
Samson was the son of Manoah, whose wife had been barren. 
Throughout the Scriptures we see that God sometimes caused barren 
women to bear the one through whom He would work. This was done as 
a sign of God's involvement with the child from the start, and that any 
glory of accomplishment was to go to God. And it brought added respect 
to the chosen servant, which could help him accomplish the task God 
gave him to do. Manoah's wife was visited by the Angel of the Lord—
whom they later understood to be God Himself, i.e., the preincarnate 
Christ, which this may have been (verse 22; compare Genesis 16:10-13). 
This divine messenger told her that she would conceive a child and 
instructed her to avoid all wine, products of the vine and unclean foods, 
for her son would be a Nazirite from birth, consecrated to deliver Israel 
from the Philistines.
Manoah recognized the seriousness of the news and asked God how to 
raise the child. Manoah and his wife instinctively knew that if they were 
to raise a son who would do the works of God they would need divine 
assistance in their parenting. This is certainly the case of Christian 
parents today, because we live in a world that is largely lacking in godly 
values. Those who have children today need to ask God for wisdom in 
the process of rearing children. They also need to actively pursue 
knowledge of proper child rearing.
Again the Angel appeared and reiterated the need to avoid wine, 
products of the vine and anything unclean. Manoah and his wife then 
offered God a burnt offering and a grain offering. And as the offerings 



were consumed upon the altar, the Angel of the Lord ascended to 
heaven, whereupon they came to the conclusion regarding the 
Messenger's identity.
A major theme of this chapter is consecration to holiness. The child was 
to be a Nazirite from birth for the entirety of his life. The Nazirite 
(Numbers 6) was consecrated to God for a stipulated period, during 
which he was forbidden to cut his hair, to partake of wine or any other 
grape products, or to defile himself. Wine is often used as a symbol of 
spiritual stupefaction, and so the lesson is that separation to God requires 
absolute avoidance of anything that will dull one's spiritual senses. The 
dietary laws, moreover, are also explicitly connected with the 
requirement of holiness (Deuteronomy 14:1-3). Thus, the lesson is that 
the raising of holy children is only possible through holy parents doing 
all they reasonably can to remove sources of spiritual defilement from 
their children. Of course, even this will not guarantee the child's 
persistence in holiness—as it certainly did not in the case of Samson.
Surprisingly, however, for those readers interested in biblical typology, 
the story of Samson appears to offer, to a limited degree, a type of 
Christ. Samson, whose name means "Like the Sun," was Israel's 
deliverer and strong man. Christ, the "Sun of Righteousness" (Malachi 
4:2), a "sun and shield" (Psalm 84:11), is Israel's Deliverer and Strong 
Man (compare Luke 11:21-22). Samson had miraculous physical 
strength; Christ had miraculous spiritual strength. Samson's conception 
was announced by a spirit messenger from God, as was Christ's. Both 
Manoah's wife and Mary conceived as a result of divine intervention. 
Samson was separated to God from conception and for the entirety of 
His life, as was Christ (though Christ was not a Nazirite as some argue). 
Moreover, as the story will unfold, Samson's greatest victory came at the 
hour of his death, as did Christ's. There are marked differences between 
them, of course. The type breaks down when we see Samson unwilling 



to submit to God for so much of his life, unlike Christ who obeyed His 
Father perfectly. Still, there are some parallels. And Samson's name was, 
in the end, recorded in the Hall of Faith (Hebrews 11:32).” [END]
Verse 18 – Dive into this “wonderful”


