
Day 268 - MONDAY: October 23rd

1 Samuel 3

1 Samuel 3:1-21 NKJV 
Now the boy Samuel ministered to the LORD before Eli. And 
the word of the LORD was rare in those days; there was no 
widespread revelation. And it came to pass at that time, 
while Eli was lying down in his place, and when his eyes had 
begun to grow so dim that he could not see, and before the 
lamp of God went out in the tabernacle of the LORD where 
the ark of God was, and while Samuel was lying down, that 
the LORD called Samuel. And he answered, "Here I am!" So 
he ran to Eli and said, "Here I am, for you called me." And 
he said, "I did not call; lie down again." And he went and lay 
down. Then the LORD called yet again, "Samuel!" So Samuel 
arose and went to Eli, and said, "Here I am, for you called 
me." He answered, "I did not call, my son; lie down again." 
(Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, nor was the word 
of the LORD yet revealed to him.) And the LORD called 
Samuel again the third time. So he arose and went to Eli, 
and said, "Here I am, for you did call me." Then Eli 
perceived that the LORD had called the boy. Therefore Eli 



said to Samuel, "Go, lie down; and it shall be, if He calls 
you, that you must say, 'Speak, LORD, for Your servant 
hears.' " So Samuel went and lay down in his place. Now the 
LORD came and stood and called as at other times, 
"Samuel! Samuel!" And Samuel answered, "Speak, for Your 
servant hears." Then the LORD said to Samuel: "Behold, I 
will do something in Israel at which both ears of everyone 
who hears it will tingle. In that day I will perform against Eli 
all that I have spoken concerning his house, from beginning 
to end. For I have told him that I will judge his house 
forever for the iniquity which he knows, because his sons 
made themselves vile, and he did not restrain them. And 
therefore I have sworn to the house of Eli that the iniquity 
of Eli's house shall not be atoned for by sacrifice or offering 
forever." So Samuel lay down until morning, and opened the 
doors of the house of the LORD. And Samuel was afraid to 
tell Eli the vision. Then Eli called Samuel and said, "Samuel, 
my son!" He answered, "Here I am." And he said, "What is 
the word that the LORD spoke to you? Please do not hide it 
from me. God do so to you, and more also, if you hide 
anything from me of all the things that He said to you." 
Then Samuel told him everything, and hid nothing from 
him. And he said, "It is the LORD. Let Him do what seems 



good to Him." So Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him 
and let none of his words fall to the ground. And all Israel 
from Dan to Beersheba knew that Samuel had been 
established as a prophet of the LORD. Then the LORD 
appeared again in Shiloh. For the LORD revealed Himself to 
Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the LORD. 

Daily Deep Dive:
The UCG reading program contains only a short paragraph 
for this chapter and states: “While still a child, God speaks 
directly to Samuel. In his first message, God reiterates His 
prophecy regarding Eli. And through subsequent messages 
and their fulfillment, it becomes clear to all Israel that 
Samuel has been called to be a prophet (verses 19-21), and 
God is once again making his will known through a servant 
of His (see verse 1). "The term prophet means 'spokesman' 
and refers to one who speaks for another (see Ex. 7:1, 2)" 
(Nelson Study Bible,note on 3:20).” [END]
Verse 1 – John Gill’s commentary states: “a word from the 
Lord in a dream or vision, directing, informing, instructing, 
or reproving, this was very rarely had; of late there had 
been but very few instances; and which accounts for it why 
not only the child Samuel knew not that it was the voice of 



the Lord that called to him, but Eli himself thought nothing 
of it until he had called a third time, so rare and scarce was 
any instance of this kind”
 

Verse 13 – Notice, that God holds us accountable for what 
occurs under our authority and responsibility.  We can’t 
control others, but we must not tolerate or allow sinful 
behavior when it’s under our authority and responsibility.


