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1 Samuel 11

1 Samuel 11:1-15 NKJV 
Then Nahash the Ammonite came up and encamped against 
Jabesh Gilead; and all the men of Jabesh said to Nahash, 
"Make a covenant with us, and we will serve you." And 
Nahash the Ammonite answered them, "On this condition I 
will make a covenant with you, that I may put out all your 
right eyes, and bring reproach on all Israel." Then the elders 
of Jabesh said to him, "Hold off for seven days, that we may 
send messengers to all the territory of Israel. And then, if 
there is no one to save us, we will come out to you." So the 
messengers came to Gibeah of Saul and told the news in 
the hearing of the people. And all the people lifted up their 
voices and wept. Now there was Saul, coming behind the 
herd from the field; and Saul said, "What troubles the 
people, that they weep?" And they told him the words of the 
men of Jabesh. Then the Spirit of God came upon Saul when 
he heard this news, and his anger was greatly aroused. So 
he took a yoke of oxen and cut them in pieces, and sent 
them throughout all the territory of Israel by the hands of 



messengers, saying, "Whoever does not go out with Saul 
and Samuel to battle, so it shall be done to his oxen." And 
the fear of the LORD fell on the people, and they came out 
with one consent. When he numbered them in Bezek, the 
children of Israel were three hundred thousand, and the 
men of Judah thirty thousand. And they said to the 
messengers who came, "Thus you shall say to the men of 
Jabesh Gilead: 'Tomorrow, by the time the sun is hot, you 
shall have help.' " Then the messengers came and reported 
it to the men of Jabesh, and they were glad. Therefore the 
men of Jabesh said, "Tomorrow we will come out to you, 
and you may do with us whatever seems good to you." So it 
was, on the next day, that Saul put the people in three 
companies; and they came into the midst of the camp in 
the morning watch, and killed Ammonites until the heat of 
the day. And it happened that those who survived were 
scattered, so that no two of them were left together. Then 
the people said to Samuel, "Who is he who said, 'Shall Saul 
reign over us?' Bring the men, that we may put them to 
death." But Saul said, "Not a man shall be put to death this 
day, for today the LORD has accomplished salvation in 
Israel." Then Samuel said to the people, "Come, let us go to 
Gilgal and renew the kingdom there." So all the people went 



to Gilgal, and there they made Saul king before the LORD in 
Gilgal. There they made sacrifices of peace offerings before 
the LORD, and there Saul and all the men of Israel rejoiced 
greatly. 

Daily Deep Dive:
The UCG reading program states: “Jabesh Gilead, located 
east of the Jordan in Manasseh's territory, had nearly been 
destroyed by the Israelites following the war with Benjamin 
in order to obtain wives for the few remaining Benjamites 
(see Judges 21). Now Jabesh Gilead is threatened by the 
Ammonites, one of the two nations descended from Lot, 
and sends to the rest of Israel for help.
When the messengers come to the Benjamite city of Gibeah, 
the very city which had committed the grievous sin that 
precipitated the war against Benjamin years earlier, and 
which happens to be the home of Saul, the residents seem 
particularly distressed. As two thirds of the wives provided 
for the remnant of Benjamin had come from Jabesh Gilead, 
it is probable that many of Gibeah's inhabitants had 
ancestors who came from there. Saul himself may have 
traced his roots to that city.



In any case, the Ammonite threat against Jabesh Gilead 
unites the Israelites in a common cause under Saul, who 
conscripts 330,000 troops under penalty of the loss of 
livestock. Their victory under Saul and Samuel assures 
Saul's acceptance by the nation as king, and on the way 
back home, they stop at Gilgal (the location of Joshua's first 
encampment after crossing the Jordan) to reaffirm his 
kingship.” [END]
I don’t have anything else to add to this chapter.


