
Day 277 - WEDNESDAY: November 1st           

1 Samuel 12

1 Samuel 12:1-25 NKJV 
Now Samuel said to all Israel: "Indeed I have heeded your 
voice in all that you said to me, and have made a king over 
you. And now here is the king, walking before you; and I 
am old and grayheaded, and look, my sons are with you. I 
have walked before you from my childhood to this day. 
Here I am. Witness against me before the LORD and before 
His anointed: Whose ox have I taken, or whose donkey have 
I taken, or whom have I cheated? Whom have I oppressed, 
or from whose hand have I received any bribe with which to 
blind my eyes? I will restore it to you." And they said, "You 
have not cheated us or oppressed us, nor have you taken 
anything from any man's hand." Then he said to them, "The 
LORD is witness against you, and His anointed is witness 
this day, that you have not found anything in my hand." 
And they answered, "He is witness." Then Samuel said to 
the people, "It is the LORD who raised up Moses and Aaron, 
and who brought your fathers up from the land of Egypt. 
Now therefore, stand still, that I may reason with you 



before the LORD concerning all the righteous acts of the 
LORD which He did to you and your fathers: When Jacob 
had gone into Egypt, and your fathers cried out to the 
LORD, then the LORD sent Moses and Aaron, who brought 
your fathers out of Egypt and made them dwell in this 
place. And when they forgot the LORD their God, He sold 
them into the hand of Sisera, commander of the army of 
Hazor, into the hand of the Philistines, and into the hand of 
the king of Moab; and they fought against them. Then they 
cried out to the LORD, and said, 'We have sinned, because 
we have forsaken the LORD and served the Baals and 
Ashtoreths; but now deliver us from the hand of our 
enemies, and we will serve You.' And the LORD sent 
Jerubbaal, Bedan, Jephthah, and Samuel, and delivered you 
out of the hand of your enemies on every side; and you 
dwelt in safety. And when you saw that Nahash king of the 
Ammonites came against you, you said to me, 'No, but a 
king shall reign over us,' when the LORD your God was your 
king. "Now therefore, here is the king whom you have 
chosen and whom you have desired. And take note, the 
LORD has set a king over you. If you fear the LORD and 
serve Him and obey His voice, and do not rebel against the 
commandment of the LORD, then both you and the king 



who reigns over you will continue following the LORD your 
God. However, if you do not obey the voice of the LORD, 
but rebel against the commandment of the LORD, then the 
hand of the LORD will be against you, as it was against your 
fathers. "Now therefore, stand and see this great thing 
which the LORD will do before your eyes: Is today not the 
wheat harvest? I will call to the LORD, and He will send 
thunder and rain, that you may perceive and see that your 
wickedness is great, which you have done in the sight of 
the LORD, in asking a king for yourselves." So Samuel called 
to the LORD, and the LORD sent thunder and rain that day; 
and all the people greatly feared the LORD and Samuel. And 
all the people said to Samuel, "Pray for your servants to the 
LORD your God, that we may not die; for we have added to 
all our sins the evil of asking a king for ourselves." Then 
Samuel said to the people, "Do not fear. You have done all 
this wickedness; yet do not turn aside from following the 
LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart. And do not 
turn aside; for then you would go after empty things which 
cannot profit or deliver, for they are nothing. For the LORD 
will not forsake His people, for His great name's sake, 
because it has pleased the LORD to make you His people. 
Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin 



against the LORD in ceasing to pray for you; but I will teach 
you the good and the right way. Only fear the LORD, and 
serve Him in truth with all your heart; for consider what 
great things He has done for you. But if you still do 
wickedly, you shall be swept away, both you and your king." 

Daily Deep Dive:
The UCG reading program states: “Samuel reiterates to the 
people that asking for a human king was not a good thing. 
To reinforce his statements, he calls on God to bring about 
an unseasonal and sudden thunderstorm. In great fear, the 
people realize that God was not pleased with their 
demands, and they ask Samuel to intercede for them. 
Samuel makes it clear that whether they are ruled by a 
human king or not, the important thing is to obey God. A 
human king would not save them from God's anger if they 
behaved wickedly. Faithfully obeying God would bring 
blessings, and failure to do so would destroy the nation and 
its physical ruler.
Samuel's statement that he will continue to pray for Israel 
demonstrates his spiritual character. If he had been a man 
given to pettiness, he might have held a grudge against 
Israel for their request to have a king. But he did not. 



Indeed, Samuel recognizes failure to constantly pray for 
others as a sin against God (verse 23). We should remember 
this as we go about our daily lives.” [END]
Verse 4 – What an amazing testimony of Samuel.  Advanced 
in age, no one could bring any charges against him.  Truly a 
special leader for God!
 

Verse 9 – This was recorded in Judges 3:14, 4:2 and 13:1.
 

Verse 11 – Jerubbaal was the name given to Gideon (see 
Judges 6:32).  Bedan is not mentioned in the Bible.  The 
Septuagint (and also in the Syriac and Arabic), instead of 
Bedan they have “Barak”.  The Targum has Samson.  Instead 
of Samuel, the Syriac and Arabic have Samson.  This might 
make more sense that Samuel wouldn’t list himself.
It’s interesting to me that the Apostle Paul says in Hebrews 
11:32 “And what more shall I say? For the time would fail 
me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, 
also of David and Samuel and the prophets:”. 
 

Verse 21 – This remains just as true for us today.  Nothing 
else we pursue has any real value.  Satan wants us to value 
and pursue “empty” things and waste our time and 
attention on things of no value.




