
Day 294 - SATURDAY: November 25th        

1 Samuel 29

1 Samuel 29:1-11 NKJV 
Then the Philistines gathered together all their armies at 
Aphek, and the Israelites encamped by a fountain which is 
in Jezreel. And the lords of the Philistines passed in review 
by hundreds and by thousands, but David and his men 
passed in review at the rear with Achish. Then the princes 
of the Philistines said, "What are these Hebrews doing 
here?" And Achish said to the princes of the Philistines, "Is 
this not David, the servant of Saul king of Israel, who has 
been with me these days, or these years? And to this day I 
have found no fault in him since he defected to me." But the 
princes of the Philistines were angry with him; so the 
princes of the Philistines said to him, "Make this fellow 
return, that he may go back to the place which you have 
appointed for him, and do not let him go down with us to 
battle, lest in the battle he become our adversary. For with 
what could he reconcile himself to his master, if not with 
the heads of these men? Is this not David, of whom they 
sang to one another in dances, saying: 'Saul has slain his 



thousands, And David his ten thousands'?" Then Achish 
called David and said to him, "Surely, as the LORD lives, you 
have been upright, and your going out and your coming in 
with me in the army is good in my sight. For to this day I 
have not found evil in you since the day of your coming to 
me. Nevertheless the lords do not favor you. Therefore 
return now, and go in peace, that you may not displease the 
lords of the Philistines." So David said to Achish, "But what 
have I done? And to this day what have you found in your 
servant as long as I have been with you, that I may not go 
and fight against the enemies of my lord the king?" Then 
Achish answered and said to David, "I know that you are as 
good in my sight as an angel of God; nevertheless the 
princes of the Philistines have said, 'He shall not go up with 
us to the battle.' Now therefore, rise early in the morning 
with your master's servants who have come with you. And 
as soon as you are up early in the morning and have light, 
depart." So David and his men rose early to depart in the 
morning, to return to the land of the Philistines. And the 
Philistines went up to Jezreel. 

Daily Deep Dive:



The UCG reading program states: “In 1 Samuel 29, we find 
the Philistines gathering for battle at Aphek, about 30 miles 
north of Gath and "about 13 miles northeast of Joppa" 
(Nelson Study Bible, note on 29:1-2)—close to modern Tel 
Aviv. The Israelites under Saul are approximately 40 miles 
further to the north in Jezreel. David has evidently gathered 
his forces and marched behind Achish and his troops as 
they come together at Aphek. Whether David sincerely 
intends to fight against Saul and his own people is not 
made evident. It certainly would not be consistent with 
David's established pattern, however, as he has previously 
refused to fight against Saul
But we do know this: God gives David a way of escaping 
this volatile situation (compare 1 Corinthians 10:13). The 
Philistine generals do not have the confidence in David that 
Achish does and strongly persuade the king to send him 
back to Ziklag. Thus, David will not have to fight against 
Saul in the upcoming battle—but neither will he be there 
to help Saul in defense of his own country against the 
Philistines. And this battle, as we will shortly learn, will be 
Saul's last.” [END]
Verse 1 – Adam Clarke’s commentary states: “To be near a 
fountain, or copious spring of water, was a point of great 



importance to an army in countries such as these, where 
water was so very scarce. It is supposed”


