
Day 298 - WEDNESDAY: November 29th

2 Samuel 2

2 Samuel 2:1-32 NKJV
It happened after this that David inquired of the LORD, saying, "Shall I 
go up to any of the cities of Judah?" And the LORD said to him, "Go 
up." David said, "Where shall I go up?" And He said, "To Hebron." So 
David went up there, and his two wives also, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, 
and Abigail the widow of Nabal the Carmelite. And David brought up 
the men who were with him, every man with his household. So they 
dwelt in the cities of Hebron. Then the men of Judah came, and there 
they anointed David king over the house of Judah. And they told David, 
saying, "The men of Jabesh Gilead were the ones who buried Saul." So 
David sent messengers to the men of Jabesh Gilead, and said to them, 
"You are blessed of the LORD, for you have shown this kindness to 
your lord, to Saul, and have buried him. And now may the LORD show 
kindness and truth to you. I also will repay you this kindness, because 
you have done this thing. Now therefore, let your hands be strengthened, 
and be valiant; for your master Saul is dead, and also the house of Judah 
has anointed me king over them." But Abner the son of Ner, commander 
of Saul's army, took Ishbosheth the son of Saul and brought him over to 
Mahanaim; and he made him king over Gilead, over the Ashurites, over 
Jezreel, over Ephraim, over Benjamin, and over all Israel. Ishbosheth, 
Saul's son, was forty years old when he began to reign over Israel, and 
he reigned two years. Only the house of Judah followed David. And the 
time that David was king in Hebron over the house of Judah was seven 
years and six months. Now Abner the son of Ner, and the servants of 
Ishbosheth the son of Saul, went out from Mahanaim to Gibeon. And 
Joab the son of Zeruiah, and the servants of David, went out and met 
them by the pool of Gibeon. So they sat down, one on one side of the 
pool and the other on the other side of the pool. Then Abner said to Joab, 
"Let the young men now arise and compete before us." And Joab said, 
"Let them arise." So they arose and went over by number, twelve from 



Benjamin, followers of Ishbosheth the son of Saul, and twelve from the 
servants of David. And each one grasped his opponent by the head and 
thrust his sword in his opponent's side; so they fell down together. 
Therefore that place was called the Field of Sharp Swords, which is in 
Gibeon. So there was a very fierce battle that day, and Abner and the 
men of Israel were beaten before the servants of David. Now the three 
sons of Zeruiah were there: Joab and Abishai and Asahel. And Asahel 
was as fleet of foot as a wild gazelle. So Asahel pursued Abner, and in 
going he did not turn to the right hand or to the left from following 
Abner. Then Abner looked behind him and said, "Are you Asahel?" He 
answered, "I am." And Abner said to him, "Turn aside to your right hand 
or to your left, and lay hold on one of the young men and take his armor 
for yourself." But Asahel would not turn aside from following him. So 
Abner said again to Asahel, "Turn aside from following me. Why should 
I strike you to the ground? How then could I face your brother Joab?" 
However, he refused to turn aside. Therefore Abner struck him in the 
stomach with the blunt end of the spear, so that the spear came out of his 
back; and he fell down there and died on the spot. So it was that as many 
as came to the place where Asahel fell down and died, stood still. Joab 
and Abishai also pursued Abner. And the sun was going down when 
they came to the hill of Ammah, which is before Giah by the road to the 
Wilderness of Gibeon. Now the children of Benjamin gathered together 
behind Abner and became a unit, and took their stand on top of a hill. 
Then Abner called to Joab and said, "Shall the sword devour forever? 
Do you not know that it will be bitter in the latter end? How long will it 
be then until you tell the people to return from pursuing their brethren?" 
And Joab said, "As God lives, unless you had spoken, surely then by 
morning all the people would have given up pursuing their brethren." So 
Joab blew a trumpet; and all the people stood still and did not pursue 
Israel anymore, nor did they fight anymore. Then Abner and his men 
went on all that night through the plain, crossed over the Jordan, and 
went through all Bithron; and they came to Mahanaim. So Joab returned 
from pursuing Abner. And when he had gathered all the people together, 
there were missing of David's servants nineteen men and Asahel. But the 
servants of David had struck down, of Benjamin and Abner's men, three 



hundred and sixty men who died. Then they took up Asahel and buried 
him in his father's tomb, which was in Bethlehem. And Joab and his men 
went all night, and they came to Hebron at daybreak. 

Daily Deep Dive:
The UCG reading program states: “In chapter 2, David's decade or more 
on the run is finally over. It is time for him to begin his succession to the 
throne. But instead of presumptuously taking the responsibility, 
David first asks God where he should go from Ziklag. (Ziklag was 
clearly not a place from which to rule, located as it was in the remote 
southern area of Judah.) After moving to Hebron, David is ceremonially 
anointed king of Judah, even though he was already officially anointed 
king over all of Israel by Samuel years earlier (1 Samuel 16:13).
But division ensues as Abner, Saul's uncle and captain over Saul's 
troops, presumptuously appoints Saul's son Ishbosheth as king over 
Israel. So there are now, for the first time, two kingdoms in the land—
Israel (led by the tribe of Benjamin) and Judah (by itself). There may 
have been several reasons for Abner's actions: 1) To keep the crown in 
the family. 2) An attempt to hold onto power, as Abner has great 
influence in the affairs of state. 3) Remember that David rebuked and 
embarrassed Abner after sneaking into Saul's camp.
In a confrontation between Abner and Joab (captain of David's troops), 
what begins as a contest of strength between 12 young men from each 
side turns into a bloodbath. Abner, under Ishbosheth, loses 360 men, 
mostly of the tribe of Benjamin. David, however, loses only 20 men, 
including Asahel, Joab's brother. It should be noted that the brothers 
Joab, Abishai and Asahel were David's nephews, all sons of his sister 
Zeruiah (2 Samuel 2:18; 1 Chronicles 2:13-16).
For years the tribes of Israel remained engaged in civil war, during 
which time the "house of David" grew stronger and the "house of Saul" 
grew weaker.” [END]



Verse 16 – What a senseless waste of life. 
 
Verse 23 – Likely at the speed that Asahel was pursuing/running that his 
own force would easily carry him through the blunt end of the spear with 
very little force from Abner.
 
Verse 27 – Adam Clarke’s commentary states: “The meaning of this 
verse appears to be this: If Abner had not provoked the battle, 
(see 2Sa_2:14), Joab would not have attacked the Israelites that day; as 
his orders were probably to act on the defensive. Therefore the blame 
fell upon Israel.”
 
Verse 28 – This is the “shofar” trumpet in Hebrew (versus the silver 
trumpet).


