
Day 300 - FRIDAY: December 1st     

2 Samuel 4

2 Samuel 4:1-12 NKJV
When Saul's son heard that Abner had died in Hebron, he lost heart, and 
all Israel was troubled. Now Saul's son had two men who were captains 
of troops. The name of one was Baanah and the name of the other 
Rechab, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, of the children of 
Benjamin. (For Beeroth also was part of Benjamin, because the 
Beerothites fled to Gittaim and have been sojourners there until this 
day.) Jonathan, Saul's son, had a son who was lame in his feet. He was 
five years old when the news about Saul and Jonathan came from 
Jezreel; and his nurse took him up and fled. And it happened, as she 
made haste to flee, that he fell and became lame. His name was 
Mephibosheth. Then the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, Rechab and 
Baanah, set out and came at about the heat of the day to the house of 
Ishbosheth, who was lying on his bed at noon. And they came there, all 
the way into the house, as though to get wheat, and they stabbed him in 
the stomach. Then Rechab and Baanah his brother escaped. For when 
they came into the house, he was lying on his bed in his bedroom; then 
they struck him and killed him, beheaded him and took his head, and 
were all night escaping through the plain. And they brought the head of 
Ishbosheth to David at Hebron, and said to the king, "Here is the head of 
Ishbosheth, the son of Saul your enemy, who sought your life; and the 
LORD has avenged my lord the king this day of Saul and his 
descendants." But David answered Rechab and Baanah his brother, the 
sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, and said to them, "As the LORD lives, 
who has redeemed my life from all adversity, when someone told me, 
saying, 'Look, Saul is dead,' thinking to have brought good news, I 
arrested him and had him executed in Ziklag—the one who thought I 
would give him a reward for his news. How much more, when wicked 
men have killed a righteous person in his own house on his bed? 
Therefore, shall I not now require his blood at your hand and remove 



you from the earth?" So David commanded his young men, and they 
executed them, cut off their hands and feet, and hanged them by the pool 
in Hebron. But they took the head of Ishbosheth and buried it in the 
tomb of Abner in Hebron. 

Daily Deep Dive:
The UCG reading program states: “In 2 Samuel 4, we learn of a son of 
Saul's son Jonathan, Mephibosheth, who was five years old at the time 
of Israel's defeat by the Philistines. It was characteristic for the victor of 
a battle to wipe out the entire family of a defeated king, especially the 
sons, thus preventing any succession to the throne and any eventual 
revenge. So, after hearing the news of Saul's defeat and death, 
Mephibosheth's nurse picked him up and fled for their lives. In the 
course of her escape, she evidently stumbled, dropping the young child 
and causing a serious enough injury (possibly spinal) that he became 
paralyzed in the legs and was unable to walk.
Saul's kingdom, under Ishbosheth, continues to grow weaker. So now 
we find another assassination plot under way. This time it is Ishbosheth 
who becomes the victim of those of his own Benjamite tribe. For the 
second time we find David's "reward" for those who feel they are doing 
him a favor. Once again we see David's valiant intention of allowing 
God to be the one to take action. After all of the battles David has 
fought, he feels it to be thoroughly dishonorable to murder someone in 
this way. As he lamented concerning Abner: "Should Abner die as a fool 
dies? Your hands were not bound nor your feet put into fetters; as a man 
falls before wicked men, so you fell" (2 Samuel 3:33-34).
Ishbosheth meets the same fate, but there is no rejoicing from David 
over this heinous crime. Actually, David fulfills the requirement of the 
law in this matter as found in Exodus 21:14: "But if a man acts with 
premeditation against his neighbor, to kill him by treachery, you shall 
take him from My altar [showing no mercy in such a case], that he may 



die." Once again, David makes it publicly known that he did not support 
this assassination. The executed men are hung in a public place with 
their hands and feet cut off, for all to see.
One may ask why this same sentence was not carried out upon Joab. He 
had the excuse that he was acting as a kinsman avenger of blood (2 
Samuel 3:27; compare Numbers 35:16-21). Although there evidently 
were problems with the reason for which, and the manner in which, Joab 
carried out his vengeance, perhaps it was too difficult to prove that his 
actions were not justifiable. Moreover, it should not be forgotten that 
Joab was a member of David's family. Still, it is interesting that many 
years later, this matter with Abner is a factor in David ordering his son 
Solomon to execute Joab once David is dead (1 Kings 2:1-6).” [END]
Verse 1 – By “Saul’s son” is meant “Ishbosheth”.


